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Sorry, sir. Not for
the Kanwariya

route

Controversial comment Rubio meets Wang India-EFTA trade deal Bumrah picks 5 for 74
Actor Rashmika Mandanna faces 
backlash over her latest remarks 
on Ranbir Kapoor’s controversial 
character from Animal

US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio calls talks with China’s 
Wang Yi 'positive and 
constructive' 

Switzerland greenlights 
India-EFTA mega trade 
pact, sets stage for 
October rollout

Jasprit Bumrah’s spell results in a 
fi ve-wicket haul as India bowl out 
England for 387 on the second day 
of the third Test
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Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan 
Bhagwat’s recent remarks sug-
gesting that leaders should re-
tire at the age of 75 has sparked 
a political controversy, with 
the Congress and other Oppo-
sition leaders interpreting it 
as a veiled message to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, who 
turns 75 in September this 
year. Interestingly, Bhagwat 
is also turning 75 in the same 
month. The remarks, which 
have armed the Opposition 
with fresh salvo, could also be 
seen in the context of a continu-
ing power struggle between the 
BJP and RSS that began ahead 
of the 2024 Lok Sabha elections 
with both organisations trying 
to establish their supremacy 
over the other

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 11: The 
Congress Friday took a jibe 
at Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi over RSS chief Mohan 
Bhagwat’s reported remarks 
on stepping aside at 75 years 
of age, saying what kind of a 
homecoming is this for the 
PM that upon returning from 
abroad he was reminded by the 
Sarsanghchalak that he will 
turn 75 this year.

The Opposition party 

termed Bhagwat’s remarks as 
‘good news’ and said ‘achche 
din’ for the country and its 
Constitution are going to come 
as both Bhagwat and Modi are 
going to go when they turn 75 
this year.

During an event in Nagpur 
Wednesday, Bhagwat men-
tioned Sangh ideologue late 
Moropant Pingley’s statement 
about stepping aside after 75 
years of age. Bhagwat specifi -
cally referred to Pingley’s re-
marks that when the shawl of 
75 years is draped over you, it 
means that you have reached 
a certain age and should step 
aside and let others work.

In a post in Hindi on X, 
Congress general secretary 
in-charge communications 
Jairam Ramesh said, “Poor 
award 'jeevi' Prime Minister! 
What a homecoming this is - on 
returning he was reminded by 
the Sarsanghchalak that he will 
turn 75 on 17 September 2025.”

“But the Prime Minister can 
also tell the Sarsanghchalak 
that - he too will turn 75 on 11 
September 2025! One arrow, two 
targets!” he said.

Congress’ media and pub-
licity department head Pawan 
Khera claimed there has been 
a wave of excitement and hap-
piness since the time Bhagwat 
made the remarks.

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 11: Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi 
Friday launched a broadside 
against the BJP government 
in Odisha, accusing it of hand-
ing over the state’s land, water, 
forests, and other resources to a 
handful of billionaires.

Addressing a ‘Sambidhan 
Bachao’ rally at the Baramun-
da Ground here, Gandhi alleged 
that the current government 
does not belong to the people, 
but to industrialists like Adani 
and a few other billionaires 
who, he claimed, are now run-
ning the state government.

“This government has hand-
ed over land, mines, forests, 
and water to just four or fi ve 
big industrial houses,” he said.

He also blamed both the pres-
ent BJP government and the 
previous BJD government for 
allowing the state’s resources 
to be exploited by 5–6 private 
companies.

Gandhi claimed that it was 
evident Adani is running the 
BJP government in Odisha, 
citing the instance when the 
chariot of Lord Jagannath 

was allegedly stopped during 
the Rath Yatra for the Adani 
family.

“Development is not meant 
for just two or three billion-
aires, but for the poor, the Dal-
its, and the backward commu-
nities,” Gandhi said.

He accused Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi of taking thou-
sands of crores from poor farm-
ers in the name of Fasal Bima 
Yojana and Central govern-
ment funds, and handing them 
over to large corporate houses.

The Leader of Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha also alleged that 
the BJP government in Odisha 
is evicting tribals from their 
land and depriving them of 

land pattas while allocating the 
same land to large companies.

He emphasized, “Jal (water), 
jungle (forest), and jameen 
(land) belong to the Adivasis 
and will remain with them.” 
Gandhi assured that the Con-
gress will return land to the 
Adivasis if voted to power in 
the state.

He reminded the public that 
the Constitution protects the 
rights of the poor, Dalits, Adi-
vasis, and backward communi-
ties. “Nowhere in the Constitu-
tion is it written that it belongs 
to Ambani, Adani, or any other 
billionaire,” he said.

Gandhi also remarked that 
in Odisha and Chhattisgarh, 

“wherever you go, you see only 
Adani, Adani, and Adani.”

Expressing serious concern 
over women’s safety in Odisha, 
he said more than 40,000 women 
have gone missing in the state, 
and their whereabouts remain 
unknown. “Every day, 15 wom-
en are subjected to sexual abuse 
or rape in the state,” he said.

He called on Congress work-
ers to unite and fi ght against 
the BJP government and re-
move it from power.

“A caste census is a must if 
you want change in Odisha,” he 
said, adding that such a census 
would empower Dalits, Adiva-
sis, the poor, and backward 
communities. Gandhi also crit-
icised the Election Commission 
of India (ECI), accusing it of 
working for the BJP.

“The ECI remained silent 
when we questioned how one 
crore new voters suddenly ap-
peared between the Lok Sabha 
and Assembly elections in Ma-
harashtra and asked for the up-
dated voter list,” he said.

He alleged that the BJP ‘stole’ 
the elections in Maharashtra 
and is now attempting to do 
the same in Bihar. 

BJP FOR RICH, CONG 
FOR POOR: RAHUL

Row over Bhagwat’s 
‘retire@75’ remark
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Djanet (Algeria), July 11: 
In one hand, the dancers hold 
swords symbolising battle. On 
the other hand, a piece of cloth 
symbolising peace. They dance 
a shuffl ing “step-step” to the beat 
of drums and chanting from the 
women encircling them, all 
adorned in their fi nest tradi-
tional garments and jewellery.

They’re performing the ritu-
als of the 3,000-year-old annual 
Sebeiba festival of Djanet, a 
southeastern Algerian oasis 
town deep in the Sahara, just 
over 200 kilometres from the 
Libyan border.

Sebeiba is a core tradition 
of the Tuareg people, native to 
the Sahara and parts of West 
Africa. The Tuareg are Mus-
lim, and their native language 

is Tamasheq, though many 
speak some combination of 
French, Modern Standard Ar-
abic, Algerian Arabic (Darija) 
and English.

The festival lasts 10 days, 
and ends with a daylong dance 
competition between two neigh-
bourhoods in Djanet — Zelouaz, 
or Tsagit, and El Mihan, or Tag-
horfi t. The winner is decided by 
judges from a third neighbour-
hood, Adjahil, by selecting the 
group with the most beautiful 
costumes, dances, jewellery, 
poetry and songs.

The Tuaregs in Djanet say 
there are two legends explain-
ing the signifi cance of Sebeiba, 
though oral traditions vary. 
The fi rst says the festival was 
put on to celebrate peace and 
joy after Moses defeated the 
Pharaoh in the Exodus story.

“In commemoration of this 
great historical event, when God 
saved Moses and his people from 
the tyranny of the oppressive 
Pharaoh, the people of Djanet 
came out and celebrated through 
dance,” said Ahmed Benhaoued, 
a Tuareg guide at his family's 

tourism agency, Admer Voyages. 
He has lived in Djanet all his life.

The second legend says the 
festival commemorates the 
resolution of a historic rivalry 
between Zelouaz and El Mihan.

“The festival is a proud tra-
dition of the Tuareg in Djanet,” 

Benhaoued said. “Some call it 
the Sebeiba celebration,' or the 
war dance without bloodshed', 
or the dance of peace.”

Today, Sebeiba is also a point 
of cultural pride. Recognised by 
UNESCO since 2014 as an In-
tangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity, Sebeiba coincides 
with Ashoura, a day marking 
the 10th day of Muharram, or 
the fi rst month of the Islamic 
year. Some in Djanet fast for up 
to three days before Sebeiba.

This year, Ashoura and Se-
beiba fell on July 6, when tem-
peratures in Djanet reached 
about 38 °C (100 F). Still, more 
than 1,000 people gathered 
to watch Sebeiba at a sandy 
square marking the centre 
point between the two neigh-
bourhoods, where the festival 
is held each year.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Gurugram, July 11: Former 
state-level tennis player Radhi-
ka Yadav was cremated Friday 
evening, a day after her father 
allegedly shot her dead at point 
blank range, bringing the cur-
tains down on a life cut short 
cruelly and leaving behind 
questions aplenty.

Deepak Yadav, 49, who con-
fessed to the crime and told po-
lice he was taunted for living 
off her income from a tennis 
academy, was produced in 
court Friday and remanded to 
one-day police custody.

Deepak confessed he shot 
Radhika because he was often 
mocked for living off her in-
come, police sources said.  P8

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 11: Talcher 
and Rourkela are among the 10 
most polluted cities in India, ac-
cording to a new analysis.  

Byrnihat, located on the 
Assam-Meghalaya border, 
ranked as the most polluted 
city in the country in the fi rst 
half of 2025 while Delhi stood 
a distant second, according to 
the analysis by independent 
research organisation Centre 
for Research on Energy and 
Clean Air (CREA). 

Byrnihat recorded an aver-
age PM2.5 concentration of 133 
micrograms per cubic metre, 
while Delhi’s PM2.5 levels 
reached twice the national am-
bient air quality standard at 87 
micrograms per cubic metre.

Hajipur (Bihar), Ghaziabad, 
Gurugram, Sasaram (Bihar), 
Patna, Talcher (Odisha), Ro-
urkela (Odisha) and Rajgir 
(Bihar) were the other cities 
in the top 10 most polluted list.

Aizawl in Mizoram was the 
cleanest city in the country in 
the fi rst half of the year.

From January to June, 
CREA said, particulate matter 
data was available for over 80 
per cent of the days in 239 out 

of 293 cities with continuous 
ambient air quality monitor-
ing stations (CAAQMS).

Among the 239 cities, 122 
exceeded the annual National 
Ambient Air Quality Standard 
(NAAQS) of 40 micrograms per 
cubic metre, while 117 cities 
remained below the annual 
limit.

CREA said that while the in-
troduction of vehicle restric-
tions, such as the end-of-life 
ban in Delhi, is an import-
ant component of air quality 
management, focusing solely 
on vehicular emissions risks 
overlooking other critical 
year-round sources of pollu-
tion.

According to source appor-
tionment studies from the 
Portal for Regulation of Air 
Pollution in Non-Attainment 
Cities (PRANA) and IIT Del-
hi, in addition to transport 
(17 per cent–28 per cent) and 
dust (17 per cent–38 per cent), 
several other sectors contrib-
ute signifi cantly to PM levels, 
including residential combus-
tion (8 per cent–10 per cent), 
agricultural burning (4 per 
cent–7 per cent) and industrial 
activities and power plants (22 
per cent–30 per cent).

Talcher, Rourkela among 10 
most polluted Indian cities

3,000-yr-old Sahara dance contest still aliveWas taunted for living off her 
income: Radhika’s killer father

INHUMAN TREATMENT: A mob ties a young couple to a yoke like oxen and makes them plough a fi eld for marrying against societal norms at Kanjamajhira in Rayagada dist (Report P5) OP PHOTO

PURI: The All Odisha Private 
Bus Owners’ Association has 
decided to distance itself from 
the ongoing cease-work agitation 
launched by the Odisha Drivers’ 
Association. In a major relief 
to commuters, private buses 
will resume operations from 
Saturday after four days of 
strike. The association made 
this announcement after a 
meeting in Puri. Bus services had 
been disrupted throughout the 
state due to an ongoing protest 
by the drivers’ association, 
leaving thousands stranded and 
impacting daily transportation. 
After thorough discussions, the 
association has decided to restart 
services.

Private buses to 
resume services



This one of those ordinary 
days that, somehow, do not 
turn out too well. Unexpected expenses, 
that could totally upset your budget, can-
not be ruled out. Something or the other 
is likely to give you an uncomfortable 
stomach upset. Ganesha urges you to 
take your medicines on time, and exercise 
moderation and discretion while deciding 
what and how much you should eat. 

You had better start sharing 
your feelings with your fami-
ly today, says Ganesha. Also, 
it's time to tell your family about your 
current fi nancial status. It will help you 
feel better. Your energy levels will soar 
and you will approach everything with 
renewed vigour. Your spouse will bring 
good luck to you. 

After a long time, it seems 
as if the stars are aligning to 
bring something special for 
you. Call it your fi eld day, but today, every-
thing will go your way, says Ganesha. Ex-
pect to get appreciated for your hard work 
in offi ce. As for the home front, you will get 
all the support you need from your family 
members for refurbishing your home. 

The extraordinary way in 
which you do things will 
earn you many admirers. 
Superiors at work will laud you for your 
commitment. Evenings will be fun-fi lled 
and entertaining. Look to relax with some 
meditation or music... or both.

Your business associates will 
emerge as intangible assets 
for you today, says Ganesha. 
You will probably start off an innova-
tive joint venture without any doubt or 
indecision. Hard work and enthusiasm are 
always a good combination for achieving 
success. Your skill and business sense 
will bring you positive feedback from 
your seniors, feels Ganesha.

The horizons of your 
thoughts are open and se-
rene. Forgive and forget will 
be your mood today – even for the most 
serious mistakes. Generosity was never 
your Achilles’ heel, says Ganesha.

Plans for expanding business 
may require you to take risks, 
leaving you in a dilemma 
on more than one occasion. In such 
desperate circumstances, following 
your instincts can lead you to success, 
advises Ganesha.

It's a busy day at work, and 
you're probably involved in 
some pending project work. 
It's advisable that you don't get com-
placent. Keep an eye on your opponents 
to have an edge over them, suggests 
Ganesha. Colleagues will be supportive, 
and so will family.

A day wherein you will be 
handling responsibilities 
on both the home front and 
at the workplace awaits you, says 
Ganesha. Expect to be involved in home 
refurbishing projects, where expenses 
are likely to soar. Appreciation and 
gratitude will come your way at the end 
of a hard day’s work.

Working for the government 
is always a key responsibili-
ty, says Ganesha. But today 
of all days proves to be fabu-
lous and phenomenal for all 
those in government service. Your actions 
will translate into accomplishment and 
you may rest assured that you shall be 
duly recognized and rewarded for your 
meritorious service. 

You may discuss certain 
serious issues with your 
beloved today, predicts Ganesha. Your 
time till afternoon will be spent in discus-
sions and deliberations about the issue. 
However, this issue may not be enough in 
letting you off the hook on the work front. 
Think twice before you act.

You will be very enterprising 
and industrious today. You 
make your plans very care-
fully and execute them perfectly. Despite 
this, your progress will be very slow. 
However, Ganesha advises you not to 
despair and showers his blessings on you.
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STEINFELD TO STAR 
IN WINTER GAMES

AMY LUCIANI RESPONDS 
TO GOLD-DIGGER SLUR

Sinners actor Hailee Steinfeld is set 
to feature in Paramount’s upcoming 
Olympics fi lm, titled Winter Games. Also 
known for working in projects such as 
Hawkeye and True Grit, Steinfeld will 
star alongside Miles Teller. The fi lm is 
directed by Paul Downs Colaizzo.

NBA star Dwight Howard faces divorce 
from Amy Luciani, just six months after 
their January 2025 wedding. Luciani, 
responding to accusations of being a 
gold-digger, asserted she never sought 
fi nancial support from Howard and even 
encouraged a prenuptial agreement. 
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BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

Mumbai: Ranbir Kapoor’s Animal, 
directed by Sandeep Reddy Vanga, 
faced heavy criticism for glorifying 
toxic masculinity, despite its mas-
sive box offi ce success. In the fi lm, 
Rashmika Mandanna played the fe-
male lead opposite Ranbir. During 
a recent interview, Rashmika was 
asked if she would date someone 
like Ranbir’s character in real life. 
She replied, “If you love someone 
and someone loves you, the chan-
ges will happen.” The interviewer 
playfully questioned the idea, call-
ing it a romantic notion. Rashmika 
explained that people often evolve 
together when they grow up with a 
partner, suggesting mutual growth 
can lead to change.
However, when an audience mem-
ber responded, saying women 
in their 30s and 40s no longer be-

lieve men can 
change, Rashmi-
ka laughed, which 
sparked backlash 
online. The clip went 
viral on Reddit, where 
netizens criticised her 
take. Many argued her com-
ments refl ected a problematic 
societal mindset that burdens 
women with the responsibility of 
‘fi xing’ men. One user said, “She 
messed up here. The right answer 
should have been: ‘No, I wouldn’t 
date someone like that.’”
While Rashmika hasn’t direct-
ly addressed the criticism, the 
discussion continues to trend. In 
real life, she is rumoured to be 
dating actor Vijay Deverakonda, 
although neither has confi rmed 
the relationship.     AGENCIES

Mumbai: Born as Vas-
anth Kumar Shivashan-
kar Padukone in Banga-
lore in 1925, Guru Dutt 
later adopted his screen 
name to refl ect his spirit-
ual and artistic sensibil-
ities. Belonging to the 
Saraswat Brahmin com-
munity of Karnataka, he 
was multilingual—fl uent 
in Kannada, Hindi, and 
Bengali. His artistic 
journey began at Uday 
Shankar’s India Culture 
Centre in Almora, where 
he trained in classical 
dance and drama, shap-
ing his aesthetic sens-
ibility. Dutt’s initial 

foray into cinema was 
as a choreographer 
at the Prabhat 
Film Com-
pany, 
which 
laid the 
ground-
work 
for his 
fi lm-
making 
career.

Al-
though he 
once applied 
to the renowned 
Bombay Talkies 
studio and was rejected, 
a turning point came 

when his close friend 
Dev Anand of-

fered him 
the chance 

to direct 
Baazi 
(1951) 
under 
the 
Nav-
ketan 
ban-
ner. 

The 
fi lm’s 

success 
marked the 

beginning of Dutt’s 
illustrious career as a dir-
ector known for his poet-

ic storytelling and visual 
fl air.

A lesser-known chap-
ter of his life involves 
Gauri, a fi lm he com-
pleted in the early 1950s 
starring Geeta Bali. 
Mysteriously shelved, 
its negatives are now 
lost. Guru Dutt’s tragic 
death in 1964 was offi -
cially deemed a suicide, 
though many believe it 
may have been accident-
al, as he had future pro-
jects planned despite his 
battles with depression 
and personal turmoil.
                     AGENCIES
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Mumbai: Shruti Haasan, 
one of South Indian cin-
ema’s most acclaimed 

actors, recently re-
fl ected on her defi n-
ing role in Pawan 
Kalyan’s Gabbar 
Singh, calling it 
the true launchpad 
of her career. In 

a candid con-
versation on 
a podcast, 

Shruti re-

vealed that she was initially 
not fi nalised for the 2012 Tel-
ugu blockbuster, a remake 
of Salman Khan’s Dabangg. 
However, director Harish 
Shankar championed her 
inclusion, believing she 
was the perfect fi t for the 
role. “He really fought for 
me, and my life just changed 
after that,” she shared.

Shruti credits Tel-
ugu cinema for giv-
ing her the recogni-
tion she had longed 
for, describing it 
as her “fi rst home 
of success.” Re-
calling her experi-
ence working with 
Pawan, she admit-
ted being intimidat-
ed by the superstar’s 
presence but praised 
his calm, gentleman-
ly nature. She likened 
his demeanor to Tam-
il icon Vijay, noting 
both were respectful and 
grounded.

When asked about 
Pawan’s pol-
itical 

journey, Shruti said it came 
as a surprise, though his 
connection to farming and 
rural life now makes it seem 
fi tting. On the professional 
front, Shruti is gearing up 
for her role in Coolie, star-
ring Rajinikanth and directed 
by Lokesh Kanagaraj, alongside 

a star-studded en-
semble cast.

AGENCIES

Mumbai: Manushi Chhillar says more than 
box offi ce success, her focus is on internal 
growth as an actor.

Chhillar, who stars opposite 
Rajkummar Rao in the upcoming 
fi lm Maalik, is known for her role 
in movies such as Samrat Prith-
viraj, The Great Indian Family, 
Bade Miyan Chote Miyan, and 
Operation Valentine.

“My focus is on the internal 
journey, rather than what hap-
pens at the box offi ce. When an 
audience reacts to your fi lm in a 
certain way, it gives you an idea, a 
different perspective, and sometimes 
that might be useful in understanding 
whether there's something you should 
be doing differently or trying something 
differently. So, that’s the sort of feedback 
is great to have. But the box offi ce number 
of a fi lm, I don’t think, has ever made me 
make a different choice in my life,” 
Chillar told this news agency.

The action thriller, directed by 
fi lmmaker Pulkit of Bhakshak 
fame, features the former Miss 
World in the role of a small 
town woman.

In the movie, set in the 
backdrop of Allahabad of the 
80s, the actor said she was 
required to have an in-depth 
understanding of her charac-
ter, Shalini, who is Rao’s love 
interest. Besides, she also had 
to adopt the mannerisms and 
language of the heartland of 
India.           PTI

Shruti’s life-changing momentRashmika 
under fi re

Manushi prioritises 
internal growth

The untold chapters of Guru Dutt’s life
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SEEKING ACTION
Members of Nikhila Odisha Mini 

Truck Malika Mahasangha lodge an 
FIR against the drivers’ association 

(Odisha Driver Mahasangha) over 
alleged coercive tactics by the latter 

at Mancheswar police station in 
Bhubaneswar, Friday

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 11: Con-
gress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge Friday alleged that the 
BJP-led Central government was 
attempting to omit secularism 
and socialism from the Consti-
tution, and weakening legisla-
tions meant to protect the poor 
and tribals. 

Addressing the party's 'Sam-
vidhan Bachao Samavesh' here, 
Kharge also said that tribals, 
dalits, women and youths of 
the country will have to learn 
to fi ght for their rights under 
the BJP rule.

“The saffron party has a mis-
sion to change the Constitution... 
The BJP government at the Cen-
tre is attempting to omit secu-
larism and socialism from our 
Constitution,” he asserted.

Kharge said the Congress 
had introduced the Forest 
Rights Act in 2006 to protect the 
poor and tribals.  However, the 
Narendra Modi-led government 
is trying to weaken the legisla-
tion, he alleged.

“In the name of industry, the 
BJP government is destroying 
forests everywhere... They will 
also wipe out dalits, tribals and 
youths unless they learn to fi ght 
for their rights,” he claimed.

Kharge also accused BJP sup-
porters in Odisha of attacking 
dalits and government offi cers 
in Odisha.

“Two dalit men were recent-
ly tonsured, made to crawl on 
their knees, forced to eat grass 
and drink dirty water in Odis-
ha's Ganjam... A government of-
fi cer in Bhubaneswar was also 
assaulted in full public view,” 
he alleged.

Hitting out at the Centre, he 
also said that the Congress gov-
ernments set up 160 PSUs in In-
dia, while the BJP dispensation 
‘privatised 23 of those’.

“Modiji is selling public assets 
created by the Congress to his 
friends. He has only one agen-
da – to destroy the Constitution. 
During the last Lok Sabha elec-
tions, he had urged voters for 
400-plus seats so that he could 
change the Constitution,” the 
Congress president said.

Later in a post on X, Kharge 
said during the Congress gov-
ernments, the Paradeep Port, 
Rourkela Steel Plant, Hirakud 
Dam, NALCO, NTPC, Chilika 
Naval Academy, Rail Coach 
Factory in Mancheswar, HAL 
in Koraput, and the Ordnance 
Factory were established.

“Under Congress rule, AIIMS, 
NISER, Institute of Physics, and 
many educational institutions 
were set up in Bhubaneswar. A 
plan was made for the transfor-
mation of Kalahandi, Balangir, 
and Koraput KBK districts. But 
what is happening today?

“Modiji is handing over the 
hard-earned money of Odisha's 

people to his billionaire friends. 
All government factories, gov-
ernment companies, mines, 
port, airport, forests, land – ev-
erything is being given to a few 
of Modiji's friends,” he claimed.

Kharge asserted that the 
BJP, ‘which makes tall claims’, 

has ‘zero’ contribution towards 
Odisha and Bhubaneswar.

The saffron party wants to 
take credit without doing any-
thing for the state, but the Con-
gress stands with the people of 
Odisha, he said.

“The question is, Odisha is 
the richest state in India in 
terms of natural resources, so 
why are the tribal people here 
living in the greatest poverty in 
the world?” the senior Congress 
leader said. Continuing his at-
tack on the Central government, 
Kharge alleged that constitution-
al institutions do not operate ac-
cording to the Constitution but 
‘at the behest of the BJP’.

“In the same way, there is now 
a direct attack on people's vot-
ing rights. First Maharashtra, 
and now Bihar. Just before the 
elections, the voting rights of the 
poor, oppressed, exploited, and 
deprived people in Bihar are be-
ing snatched away,” he claimed. 

Kharge was referring to the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar, 
where Assembly polls are due 
later this year. 

The Election Commission 
has issued instructions to car-
ry out the exercise in Bihar to 
weed out ineligible names, and 
ensure that all eligible citizens 
are included in the electoral roll, 
allowing them to exercise their 
franchise in the polls. 

“But, the Supreme Court inter-
vened in the matter and raised 
questions on the Election Com-
mission's decision. It directed 
that Aadhaar Card, Voter ID, and 
Ration Card be included in the 
list of documents,” said Kharge. 
Commenting on the recent In-
dia-Pakistan military confl ict, 
Kharge criticised the BJP gov-
ernment over its ‘silence’ on US 
President Donald Trump's claims 
of brokering a ceasefi re.

“Trump made such state-
ments 16 times, claiming that 
he has asked India for a cease-
fi re. But, Modiji remained si-
lent because he doesn't have the 
guts to speak against Trump,” 
he asserted.

BJP attempting to drop secularism,
socialism from Constitution: Kharge

Little girl thrilled 
meeting Rahul 

A nine-year-old girl was delighted 
after a pleasant interaction on 

the dais with Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi, who addressed a public meet-
ing here Friday. The girl, Neelam Bastia 
from Cuttack, said the Leader of the 
Opposition in Lok Sabha offered choco-
lates to her. “I hugged Rahul-ji... he 
also asked my name,” she told report-
ers. Gandhi also asked Neelam about 
her favourite subject and whether she 
is interested in sports. “I told him my 
favourite subject is Mathematics and I 
get good scores in it. I also said I love 
running,” a beaming Neelam said.

AGENCIES 

Bhubaneswar, July 11: Re-
jecting Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi's claim that Lord Ja-
gannath's chariots in Puri were 
halted for Industrialist Gautam 
Adani, the Odisha government 
Friday said such comments are 
‘inconsequential and illogical’.

Law Minister Prithiviraj 
Harichandan said that Adani 
visited the pilgrim town June 
28, a day after the chariots were 
halted during the Rath Yatra 
festival. Addressing the party's 
'Samvidhan Bachao Samavesh' 
here, Gandhi alleged that Lord 
Jagannath's Rath Yatra in Puri 
was also halted for ‘Adani and 
his family’, and it indicated the 
infl uence of the industrialist on 
the Odisha government.

Responding to the allegation, 
the minister said, “Adani, as a 
devotee, came to Puri a day after 
the Rath Yatra. Usually, Lord 
Jagannath's chariots reach their 
destination (the Gundicha tem-
ple) on the second day of chariot 

pulling.”
What Rahul Gandhi claimed 

about Adani was also alleged by 
the BJD, Harichandan said.

“By making such statements, 
the politicians prove their fool-
ishness,” the Law minister said.

The Jagannath temple in Puri 
functions under the Law depart-
ment of the Odisha government.

Adani and his family mem-
bers visited Puri June 28 and 
paid their obeisance to Lord 
Balabhadra, Devi Subhadra and 
Lord Jagannath, by standing 
in front of their chariots near 
Shree Gundicha Temple.

The Law minister attributed 
the delay on the fi rst day of the 
Rath Yatra to overcrowding and 

uncontrolled pulling of Lord 
Balabhadra's chariot.

“It was diffi cult to control 
Lord Balabhadra's chariot, 
which had veered off course 
in the midway. The devotees 
pulled the chariot in different 
directions, and it took almost 
an hour to bring the chariots to 
line,” the minister said.

State BJP president Manmo-
han Samal said, “None can stop 
chariots in Puri unless Lord Ja-
gannath himself desires so.”

Samal also ridiculed AICC 
president Mallikarjun Kharge's 
statement that Congress estab-
lished AIIMS Bhubaneswar.

“Khargeji might have lost 
memory due to his age. Then 
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpayee was the founder of AIIMS 
Bhubaneswar,” Samal said. Sa-
mal claimed that the Congress 
has been rejected by the people 
of Odisha.

Deputy Chief Minister KV 
Singh Deo also described the 
Congress' rally as a ‘political 
theatre’.

Rahul’s remark on chariot halting 
for Adani 'illogical': Harichandan 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 11: The 
state government has approved 
an annual plan of `10.48 crore 
for the ecological and so-
cio-economic development in 
an around the Similipal Tiger 
Reserve (STR) in Mayurbhanj 
district to be utilised in fi nan-
cial year 2025-26.

The approval was made by 
Forest Environment and Cli-
mate Change Minister Ganesh 
Ram Singh Khuntia  during 
the fourth governing body 
meeting of the Similipal Ti-
ger Conservation Foundation 
(STCF) at Kharavela Bhawan 

here Friday.
Singh Khuntia, who chaired 

the meeting, proposed a host 
of initiatives to support higher 
education for meritorious rural 
students and impart skill train-
ing in driving, electrical and 
mechanical work, and sewing 
to local youth. “These programs 
aim to empower forest-depen-
dent communities and promote 
eco-tourism through local en-
gagement,” he said.

Additional Chief Secretary 
Satyabrata Sahu who is the 
vice president of the Founda-
tion, emphasised the need for 
infrastructure development 
for eco-tourism, training of 

eco-guides, and operation of 
ambulances for remote villages. 
He also stressed investing `4.2 
crore in skill development, call-
ing for integration with Mayur-
bhanj district administration.

Key allocations under the 
programme include skill devel-
opment & income generation, 
wildlife conservation education 
and awareness, Eco-tourism in-
frastructure and management, 
welfare and training for forest 
staff and support for research, 
monitoring, and community 
outreach

The meeting also approved 
audited accounts for FY 2023–24 
and FY 2024–25, during which 
the Foundation implemented 
projects worth `1.26 crore and 
`3.56 crore respectively, a re-
lease said.

Established in 2011, STCF is 
governed by a 10-member gov-
erning body led by the Forest 
minister, and its activities are 
executed by the Similipal Tiger 
Conservation Authority under 
the area director.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 11: Rail-
ways Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw has sanctioned the Cut-
tack–Nergundi fourth line along 
with a rail fl yover at Nergundi 
at an estimated cost of `802.9 
crore, offi cials said Friday.

This project aims to en-
hance the capacity and effi-
ciency of train operations in 
the Howrah–Chennai main-
line section and the Cuttack–
Paradeep section, the East 
Coast Railway (ECoR) said in 
a statement Friday.

The Cuttack–Nergundi sec-

tion (15.99 km) is part of the 
Howrah–Chennai High-Densi-
ty Network (HDN). This cor-
ridor currently faces heavy 
congestion due to traffi c from 
Paradeep port intersecting the 
mainline at Cuttack. With no 
direct junction arrangements 
at Cuttack for Talcher-bound 
trains, signifi cant delays often 
occur due to surface-level cross-
ings, the statement said.

The fourth line and rail fl y-
over are designed to decongest 
this corridor by separating port-
bound traffi c from the mainline 
routes, particularly between 
Cuttack and Dhenkanal. This 

will help reduce detention of 
passenger and express trains 

in the mainline section oper-
ating to and from Cuttack and 

Bhubaneswar, it said.
The project will also aid in 

the segregation of coaching and 
freight traffi c in the section. 
Trains bypassing the mainline 
route will no longer be delayed, 
enhancing operational effi cien-
cy, an offi cer said.

Two new river bridges across 
the Mahanadi and Birupa riv-
ers will also be constructed as 
part of the project. The line, 
including the fl yover, will be 
equipped with Kavach safety 
features and a 2x25 kV electri-
fi ed system, enabling a maxi-
mum permissible speed of 130 
kmph, he said.

Govt approves `10.48 crore
development plan for STR

Vaishnaw sanctions Cuttack–Nergundi 4th line, fl yover

FOR A PRIZE CATCH: Fishermen cast their nets in Kuakhai River on the outskirts of Bhubaneswar, as water level rises owing to heavy downpour in upper 
catchment areas   OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, July 11: Keonjhar 
police Friday apprehended fi ve 
members of an inter-state loot 
and snatching gang, including 
two receivers, from Jharkhand. 

Several items, including 
29.530 gm gold ornaments and 
3681.27 gm silver ornaments and 
one bike were recovered from 
their possession, an offi cer said.

The accused were identifi ed 
as Rajendra Pingua,32, Deepak 
Gope,30, of Majhagaon police 
station area in West Singhbhum 
district of Jharkhand, Saroj Ke-
shari, 32, of Jagannathpur po-
lice station of West Singhbhum 

in Jharkhand. The receiver of 
the looted items arrested are 
Shivprakash Prasad,54, and 
Rajendra Prasad,50, of Begbeda 
police station in East Singh-
bhum of Jharkhand. They were 
involved in several criminal ac-
tivities across Odisha and neigh-
bouring states, the offi cer added.

SDPO Barbil, Debendra Pin-
gua, said the gang was actively 
involved in multiple robbery 
cases across Barbil, Joda, and 
Champua areas of Keonjhar 
district. Acting on intelligence 
inputs, police conducted a 
cross-border raid in Jharkhand 
which led to the arrest of all fi ve 
accused, he said.

Inter-state loot gang busted; 5 held

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 11: You-
Tube’s latest move to tighten 
monetisation guidelines has 
drawn praise from industry ex-
perts and content creators alike, 
who view it as a much-needed 
step toward preserving cre-
ativity and authenticity on the 
platform.

Effective from July 15, 2025, 
YouTube will implement up-
dated monetisation rules under 
the YouTube Partner Program 
(YPP). The changes are designed 
to curb the monetisation of 
content that is mass-produced, 
templated, or heavily reliant on 
AI tools without creative trans-
formation.

Joyeeta Roy, a social media 
expert and founder director of 
Signature 24 Productions, hailed 
the update as a strong stance in 
favour of genuine, human-driv-
en storytelling. “An absolute 
welcome and much-needed step 
towards preserving authenticity 

and creativity on the platform.” 
She noted that in an era of 

rapidly growing AI-generated 
content, the new guidelines 
will send a clear message in fa-
vour of original, human-driven 
storytelling. “While AI tools 
have their place in enhancing 
productivity, relying solely on 
repetitive AI content can erode 
the value of real human interac-
tion,” Roy said. She added that 
by tightening monetisation 
around low-effort videos, You-
Tube is encouraging creators to 
invest in quality and originality, 
thereby strengthening viewer 
trust and advertiser confi dence. 
“This policy isn’t about limiting 
innovation—it’s about ensuring 
AI remains a tool, not a replace-

ment, for authentic expression,” 
she emphasised..”

Satya Mohapatra, a digital 
content creator, echoed the sen-
timent, saying the policy would 
push creators toward better 
standards.

“This decision is a welcome 
step and must be appreciated, 
as it will inspire creators to 
focus more on originality and 
meaningful content,” Mohapatra 
said. “It encourages us to move 
beyond shortcuts and invest in 
real creativity,” he added.

According to the new policy, 
videos on YouTube that reuse 
existing clips without signifi cant 
edits, rely solely on automated 
voiceovers, or follow generic 
formats with little added value, 
may no longer qualify for ad 
revenue.

While formats like reaction 
videos, compilations, and AI-as-
sisted content are still allowed, 
they must feature clear commen-
tary, context, or edits by the cre-
ator to remain eligible.

Experts hail YouTube’s new monetisation rules
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

33.2° 31.8°
25.6° 24.4°
70% 89%

0.9mm Nil

FORECAST

Partly cloudy sky 
with possibility of 
moderate rain or 
thundershower

MARKET WATCH

GOLD    `98,055   `1364

SILVER `112870   `3717

DOLLAR  85.80   0.17

EURO  100.33   0.04

SENSEX 82500.47   689.81

NIFTY     25149.80   205.50

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar. July 11: 
Health and Family Welfare 
Minister Mukesh Mahaling Fri-
day launched ‘Population Stabi-
lisation Fortnight’, a campaign 
aimed at mobilising citizens for 
the cause of sustainable popula-
tion growth. The minister also 
announced that the state’s av-
erage fertility rate has dropped 
to 1.8 children per couple, be-
low the national average and 
the replacement level of 2.1. 
Additionally, the unmet need 
for family planning in Odisha 
has fallen from 13.6 per cent to 
7.2 per cent, marking a signifi -
cant milestone in public health 
outcomes.

This was revealed during the 
state-level World Population 
Day-2025 celebration held at Gi-
ta Govinda Sadan here Friday.

In his keynote address, the 
minister emphasised the im-
portance of family welfare, 
gender equality, maternal 
health, and human rights, not-
ing that population stability is 
crucial to building a healthy 
and prosperous society.

“Rapid population growth 
is a burden on development. 
Through awareness, education, 
and services, we are seeing 
positive change—and Odisha 
is leading by example,” he said.

The minister credited the 
state’s success to a robust net-
work of trained service provid-
ers, including ASHA workers 

and group-level volunteers, 
who have played a pivotal role 
in reaching communities with 
essential health and family 
planning information.

To acknowledge their contri-
butions, the minister awarded 
fi nancial incentives to health 
workers, doctors, and nurses—
marking the fi rst such recog-
nition under the new govern-
ment. Several districts were 
also felicitated for outstanding 
performance in family welfare 
programmes.

During the meeting, Ma-
haling voiced concern over 
instances of child marriage in 
parts of the state, emphasising 
that such practices are illegal 
and contribute to early moth-
erhood, which poses serious 
health risks. He stressed the 
importance of appropriate 

birth spacing and education-
al outreach to ensure better 
maternal and child health 
outcomes.

Observed globally July 11, 
World Population Day is a 
reminder of the urgent need 
to address population-relat-
ed challenges. In Odisha, the 
focus remains on creating 
a healthy, informed society 
through information-educa-
tion-communication (IEC) 
strategies and communi-
ty-driven engagement.

With the launch of the Popu-
lation Stabilisation Fortnight, 
which will continue till July 
24, Odisha has taken a bold 
step forward—setting an ex-
ample for other states to follow 
in the journey toward popula-
tion stabilisation and human 
development.

WORLD POPULATION DAY

Min launches Population 
Stabilisation Fortnight

The unmet need for family planning 
in Odisha has fallen from 13.6% to 
7.2%, marking a signifi cant milestone 
in public health outcomes, said H&FW 
Minister Mukesh Mahaling

State’s average fertility 
rate has dropped to 1.8 
children per couple, below 
the national average and 
the replacement level of 2.1

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 11: The 
National Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC) has sought an 
action taken report (ATR) from 
the district magistrate (DM) of 
Khurda and special secretary 
of Home department within 
one week in connection with a 
mishap at Lingaraj Temple in 
the City in February.

The NHRC move came 
while hearing a petition fi led 
by rights activist Akhand. The 
petitioner informed the com-
mission that servitor Jogendra 
Samartha, while carrying the 
sacred ‘Mahadeepa’ (holy lamp) 
to the peak of the 11th century 
temple on Mahashivaratri in 
February this year, sustained 
critical injuries after falling 
from a height of nearly 20 feet.

Akhand said the incident 
highlighted the absence of safe-
ty measures for servitors who 
routinely undertake high-risk 
climbs in temples such as Linga-
raj Temple and Srimandir in Pu-
ri to perform traditional rituals. 

“Despite being state-man-
aged temples, there is a glaring 
lack of safety equipment like 
helmets, or other protective 
gear, thereby endangering their 

lives. Such neglect amounts to 
a violation of their fundamen-
tal right to life and safety,” the 
petitioner maintained.

The petitioner also urged 
the NHRC to ensure the intro-
duction of mandatory safety 
gear and protective protocols 
for servitors, conduct an in-
dependent inquiry into the 
Lingaraj Temple incident, en-
sure adequate compensation to 
the injured servitor, and issue 
preventive directions to safe-
guard the rights and lives of all 
temple servitors.

The matter has been listed 

for hearing during the NHRC’s 
camp sitting/open hearing 
scheduled for July 21, 2025 in 
Bhubaneswar. The commis-
sion has also directed that all 
offi cials concerned, the com-
plainant, and the victim or 
their representatives be pres-
ent during the hearing.

Radha Kishan Sharma, Spe-
cial Secretary, Home depart-
ment, has been appointed as the 
nodal offi cer for coordinating 
the participation of the servi-
tors involved and ensuring 
necessary assistance for their 
presence at the hearing.

NHRC seeks report from state 
govt on Lingaraj servitor’s fallBhubaneswar: Traffi c on National 

Highway 16 near Pahala on the 
outskirts of Bhubaneswar was 
disrupted Thursday night after 
a truck carrying a load of eggs 
overturned, police said. Reports 
said the truck was traveling from 
Andhra Pradesh to West Bengal 
when the driver allegedly dozed off, 
lost control, and caused the vehicle 
to topple, scattering hundreds of 
eggs across the road. The incident 
led to temporary traffi c congestion, 
affecting both commuters and 
commercial vehicles. In the aftermath 
of the accident, locals were seen 
collecting the eggs from the NH, with 
some reports suggesting it turned 
into a competitive scramble, further 
hindering traffi c clearance efforts. 
Police and Fire Services personnel 
reached the spot and worked 
to clear the NH and restore 
vehicular movement. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Bhubaneswar/New Delhi, July 
11: The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has fi led a money laundering 
case against Raja Chakra, a youth 
leader of the Biju Janta Dal (BJD), 
to probe charges of fi nancial irreg-
ularities worth crores of rupees in 
transport, mining and liquor busi-
nesses linked to him and his asso-
ciates in the state, offi cial sources 
said Friday.

The federal probe agency 
also conducted searches in 
this case at Keonjhar and Bhu-
baneswar Thursday. The prem-
ises covered included the home 

and offi ces of Soumya Shankar 
Chakra alias Raja Chakra and 
his linked entities, the sources 
said. The money laundering 
case stems from an FIR of the 
Odisha Police Economic Of-
fences Wing (EOW) which is 
probing him on the charges 
of fi nancial irregularities in 
transportation, mining and li-
quor businesses spread across 
the state, they said.

Chakra, a powerful BJD 
youth leader, is currently 
lodged in jail under judicial 
custody in connection with 
the EOW case, the sources said.

The ED has fi led the case, 

under PMLA, with its Del-
hi-based headquarters investi-
gation unit and not at its zonal 
unit in Bhubaneswar given the 
“sensitivity and likelihood of 
involvement of certain infl uen-
tial persons including political-
ly exposed persons of Odisha” 
in this case, the sources said.

The probe pertains to “large-
scale” embezzlement of public 
funds from Gandhamardan 
Loading Agency and Trans-
porting Cooperative Society 
Ltd in Keonjhar. The society, 
according to the sources, was 
made a ‘front’ by Chakra for 
“siphoning off” funds.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
A Lingaraj temple servitor 

sustained critical injuries 
after falling from a height of 
nearly 20 feet while carrying 
‘Mahadeepa’ to the peak of 
the temple

Expressing concern over 
the mishap, rights activist 
Akhand moved NHRC seeking 
an inquiry into the February 
incident and introduction of 
mandatory safety gear as 
well as protective protocols 
for servitors

While seeking report from the Khurda DM and Home department 
special secretary, the NHRC listed the hearing for July 21

Illegal mining: ED books Raja Chakra

Traffi c jam as egg-laden 
truck overturns near Pahal

By virtue of  an 
Affi davit sworn 
before the Executive 
Magistrate, Karanjia 
on dt.19.06.2025. I, 
Birakishore Hembram, 
At - Khandeipada, P.O. : 
Bholpada, PS - Patana, 
Dist. - Keonjhar, declare 
that my son’s name has 
been mentioned in his 
IDBI Karanjia Branch 
Bank Pass Book as 
Subash Hembram as per 
his old Aadhaar Card, 
but my son changed 
his name as Dasarathi 
Hembram, which is 
mentioned in his new 
Aadhaar Card. So 
Dasarathi Hembram 
and Subash Hembram 
is one and same person. 
Henceforth, my son 
shall be known as 
Dasarathi Hembram 
for all purposes. 
Birakishore Hembram

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

Mouza - Sinduria, 
Sale deed No.947 of  
dated 27.03.2002, Sale 
deed No.402 and 403 of  
dated 04.02.2000, Sale 
deed No.3129 of  dated 
13.07.1999. R.O.R (Patta) 
No.988/898 is missing 
some where near 
Nayagarh Old Busstand, 
If  any one fi nd this 
please contact.
Contact details
Rahasha Bihari Sethi,
Ph : 9840609513, 
8917242307

LOST

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 11: Min-
istry of New and Renewable 
Energy (MNRE) Secretary 
Santosh Kumar Sarangi and 
Chief Secretary Manoj Ahuja 
Friday unequivocally stated 
that Odisha is uniquely posi-
tioned to play a critical role 
in India’s green hydrogen 
transition.

This was revealed 
during a review 
meeting of two fl ag-
ship programmes 
of the Union gov-
ernment—National 
Green Hydrogen Mis-
sion (NGHM) and PM 
Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli 
Yojana (PMSG: MBY).

Ahuja emphasised that 
Odisha is strongly positioned 
to lead India’s green hydrogen 
transition. While acknowledg-
ing key challenges such as wa-
ter availability, integration of 
large-scale renewable energy, 
and developing enabling in-
frastructure, he underscored 
state’s strategic coastal loca-
tion, robust industrial eco-
system, and proactive policy 
framework offers favourable 

conditions for the state to 
emerge as global exporter for 
green hydrogen derivatives.

Similarly, Sarangi high-
lighted that Odisha is unique-
ly positioned to play a critical 
role in India’s green hydro-
gen scale-up and the state is 

attracting significant 
interest from 

domestic in-
vestors for 

produc-
tion of 
green 
hydro-
gen 
deriva-

tives like 
green am-

monia and 
green metha-

nol, particular-
ly near key ports like 

Paradip and Gopalpur.
The meeting brought to-

gether senior officials from 
the state government, key 
Central ministries, and leading 
green hydrogen developers to 
deliberate on critical challeng-
es in the development of large-
scale green hydrogen and green 
ammonia projects, particularly 
at the SEZ in Gopalpur.

These efforts aim at pav-
ing way for comprehensive 
roadmap in India’s rapid-
ly growing green hydrogen 
ecosystem.

The state government re-
iterated its commitment to a 
collaborative ecosystem and 
preferred investment des-
tination for the production 
and export of green hydrogen 
derivatives, in a time bound 
manner. 

The MNRE also reviewed 
the state’s performance in 
green energy initiatives along 
with the Chief Secretary.

Following the review, direc-
tions were issued to District 
Collectors for expediting the 
pace of rooftop solar installa-
tions across the state. 

Ahuja emphasised the 
need for conducting regular 
SLBC meetings, engage with 
vendors and bankers, and 
ensure prompt loan sanction 
and disbursement to facilitate 
implementation. He also ad-
vised to implement utility-led 
aggregation (ULA) model, 
with a focused approach to-
wards low-income households 
installing systems below 
1-KW capacity.

State set to lead India’s 
green hydrogen transition

Directions 
were issued to 

District Collectors 
for expediting the 

pace of rooftop solar 
installations across 

the state

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 11: Lead-
ers from across the political 
spectrum gathered in Bhu-
baneswar to pay tributes to 
Sriballav Panigrahi on his 10th 
death anniversary Thursday.

Panigrahi, inducted into the 
state Cabinet at just 32, was 
once India’s youngest Cabinet 
minister. As Revenue minister, 
he introduced state’s fi rst land 
reforms, and as Irrigation min-
ister, brought water to drought-
prone regions. His tenure in Par-
liament was equally impactful 
— marked by powerful speeches, 
strong advocacy for Odisha’s de-
velopment, and a commitment to 
value-based politics. 

The event, organised by the 
Sriballav & Sunanda Panigra-
hi Foundation, was a poignant 
reminder of a life dedicated to 
honesty, integrity, and public 
service. Odisha Pradesh Con-
gress Committee president 
Bhakta Charan Das recalled 
how Sriballav mentored him 
across party lines, offering 
wisdom and patience.

MP Saptagiri Sankar Ulaka, 
deeply inspired by Sriballav’s 
parliamentary speeches, urged 
that they be compiled into a 
book for future generations.

Rich tributes to 
Sriballav Panigrahi 
on 10th death anniv

HOLY SHRAVAN: Kanwarias take water from Gadagadia Ghat of Mahanadi in Cuttack, Friday        PIC: RAJKISHORE MOHANTY
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Rayagada/Kalyansing-
hpur, July 11: A tribal 
couple in Rayagada dis-
trict was allegedly forced to 
plough a fi eld with a yoke 
placed on their shoulders 
as a form of public punish-
ment for marrying against 
community traditions, offi -
cials said Friday.

The alleged incident 
took place at Kanjamajodi 
village within Kalyansing-
hpur police limits Wednes-
day, they added.

A purported video of 
the incident, which went 
viral on social media 
Friday, shows the young 
man and woman being 
paraded like oxen with 
a yoke strapped on their 
shoulders, made to plough 
a field in front of villagers 
and community elders.

According to villagers, 
the couple, who reported-
ly got married in defi ance 
of customary tribal norms, 
was subjected to a public 
‘purifi cation’ ritual.

The young man is al-
leged to have married his 
paternal aunt (father’s sis-
ter), which is considered a 
taboo by the community 
due to their blood relation.

Once the relationship 
came to light, a kangaroo 
court of village elders re-
portedly convened and 
ordered the punishment 
which was carried out in 
full public view.

After performing the 
‘rituals’, the community 
leaders allegedly asked 
the couple to immediately 
leave the village. Their cur-
rent whereabouts remain 
unknown.

Village head Biswanath 
Kurshika said, “We per-
formed the ‘purifi cation’ 
rituals and punished them 
so that they can get rid of 
the sin they have earned 
for marrying within the 

blood relation.”
If the rituals were not 

conducted, the villagers 
would have faced crop loss 
as there would be no rain 
in the area, he claimed.

Rajendra Kurshika, an-
other villager, said, “The 
rituals were performed in 
accordance with our tradi-
tion and they (couple) were 
separated.”

Terming the act as ‘inhu-
man’, Rayagada Sub-Col-
lector Ramesh Kumar Jena 
said he will visit the village 
Saturday to inquire about 
the incident.

“Those found guilty 
during the inquiry will face 
legal action,” Jena said.

When contacted, Kaly-
ansinghpur police station 
offi cer-in-charge Neelakan-
tha Behera stated that no 
formal complaint had 
been received regarding 
the matter. However, he 
confi rmed that an inves-
tigation is now underway 
following media reports.

The incident has sparked 
widespread criticism and 
raised serious questions 
about the continued 
prevalence of such puni-
tive practices in tribal 
societies. While some lo-
cals justified the action, 
many have condemned 
the act as inhumane and 
regressive.

BRUTAL 
VILLAGE 
JUSTICE

Tribal couple yoked, 
made to plough fi eld POST NEWS NETWORK

Baliguda, July 11: Three 
plainclothes police per-
sonnel from Kalahandi 
were brutally assaulted 
by villagers who mistook 
them for kidnappers in 
Kurtamgarh area under 
Tumudibandh police lim-
its in Kandhamal district.

According to sourc-
es, Kalahandi police had 
tracked the location of a 
mobile number linked to a 
wanted suspect believed to 
be hiding in Baliguda area. 
Acting on the tip-off, three 
police offi cers, dressed in 
civilian clothes and trav-
elling in a private vehicle, 
reached Sukungia village 
under the Paramapanga 
panchayat Thursday.

Without revealing their 
identities, the offi cers at-
tempted to lure the suspect 
by calling him to a desig-
nated location. However, 

the accused grew suspi-
cious and fl ed the scene, 
shouting to locals that 
some unidentifi ed men 
were trying to abduct him.

Soon, the alarmed villag-
ers spread the message that 
a kidnapping attempt was 
under way. As the offi cers 
were returning from the 
area, they were intercepted 
near Pandaramail Chhak 
on National Highway 59 by 
a group of locals. Despite the 
offi cers revealing their iden-
tity as police personnel, the 
crowd refused to listen and 
thrashed them mercilessly.

The mob reportedly 
dragged the offi cers out of 
their vehicle, beat them 

up, and looted a police re-
volver, mobile phones, and 
`7,000 in cash.

Upon receiving informa-
tion, Tumudibandh police 
station in-charge Ashutosh 
Jena reached the spot and 
managed to rescue the in-
jured offi cers. The looted 
items, including the re-
volver, mobile phones and 
cash, were recovered. The 
injured personnel were 
given medical treatment 
and later transferred back 
to Kalahandi.

Tumudibandh police 
have registered a case in 
connection with the inci-
dent and launched a formal 
investigation. 

Mistaken for kidnappers, 
police thrashed by mob

POST NEWS NETWORK

Basudevpur, July 11: 
Panic gripped Chandiya 
village in Basudevpur 
block after a bull went on a 
rampage Friday morning, 
killing one person and in-
juring four others.

The deceased has been 
identifi ed as 55-year-old 
Nepali Jena, while the 
injured include his son 
Manas Kumar Jena and 
villagers Deepak Padhi, 
Pramod Padhi and Ritara-
ni Padhi.

According to reports, the 
bull fi rst charged at Bas-
anti Jena when she stepped 
outside her house. Though 
she escaped and alerted 
her family, her husband 
and son who came to help 
were attacked, with Nepali 
suffering serious injuries. 
The bull then attacked 
three other villagers before 
fl eeing the spot.

Nepali was taken to Ba-
sudevpur hospital in an 
unconscious state, where 
doctors declared him 
dead. Villagers suspect 
that the bull had gone 
mad possibly after it was 
bitten by a rabid dog or 
venomous snake. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Pottangi, July 11: In a 
move refl ecting height-
ened administrative vig-
ilance over inter-state 
border disputes, Pottangi 
Tehsildar Debendra Baha-
dur Singh Dharua halted 
a health camp being held 
by a medical team from 
Andhra Pradesh in Paniki 
village under the disputed 
Kotia panchayat in Kora-
put district Friday.

According to sources, a 
health team from Andhra’s 
Salur block had entered 
the village without prior 
approval and was conduct-
ing a health camp for res-
idents of Ganjeipadar and 
other nearby hamlets. The 

camp was reportedly held 
in the presence of Kotia 
Sarpanch Dibakar Gemel.

Upon receiving the 
information, Tehsildar 
Dharua rushed to the spot 
and instructed the medical 
team and attending doc-
tors to cease operations 
and return, stating that 
entering Odisha territo-
ry and offering services 
without permission was 
a breach of law and could 
lead to administrative 
complications.

Following the directive, 
the Andhra medical team 
stopped health check-ups 
and returned across the 
border.

The incident has reig-
nited tensions over the 

long-standing territorial 
dispute between Odisha 
and Andhra Pradesh in the 
Kotia region. Although the 
Odisha government had 
earlier formed a high-lev-
el committee to study the 
ground situation, the issue 
remains unresolved.

However, the tehsil-
dar’s action has drawn 
criticism from some local 
residents, who expressed 
disappointment over the 
suspension of medical 
services. “We feel caught 
in the crossfi re between 
two states and are being 
deprived of basic ameni-
ties,” said a resident, ques-
tioning when the ongoing 
dispute would fi nally be 
resolved.

Tehsildar halts Andhra
health camp in Kotia

GUNUPUR: The 26th ISTE 
(Indian Society for Technical 
Education) Odisha Section 
Student Convention and a 
two-day national curriculum 
workshop titled “India’s 
AI Revolution – Towards 
Becoming a Global Guru” 

were hosted at GIET University in Gunupur, Rayagada district 
Friday. Former UPSC chairman Dr DP Agrawal joined virtually as 
chief guest and spoke on the growing applications and emerging 
dominance of artifi cial intelligence. Dr Prabhat Kumar Padhi, 
chairman of ISTE Odisha Section, highlighted India’s notable 
achievements in the AI sector. GIET University Vice-Chancellor 
Dr AVNL Sharma emphasised India’s potential to become a global 
leader in innovation and technology, while Dean of the School 
of Engineering and Technology Dr Dulu Pattnaik discussed the 
evolution of artifi cial intelligence. Distinguished representatives 
from ISTE Odisha, including Prof PK Singh and Dr Ipsita Jena, 
along with University Registrar Dr NVJ Rao, Controller of 
Examinations Dr P Bijay Kumar, faculty members, and students, 
were present. Prof Manas Ranjan Panda welcomed the guests, 
and Dr Raghavendra Kumar delivered the vote of thanks.

FMU celebrates 27th Foundation Day

POST NEWS NETWORK

Balasore, July 11: Fa-
kir Mohan University 
(FMU) Friday marked 
its 27th Foundation Day 
with a grand celebration 
at its Nuapadhi campus, 
reaffi rming the varsity’s 
enduring commitment to 
fostering a value-based, 
inclusive, and progressive 
educational environment 
for nearly three decades.

Former Union minister 
and Balasore MP Pratap 
Chandra Sarangi graced 
the ceremony as chief 
guest. In his inspiring 

address, Sarangi empha-
sised the importance of 
value-based education and 
lauded FMU for being the 
fi rst varsity in Odisha to 
fully implement National 
Education Policy (NEP) 
2020. 

The university also 
took the opportunity to 
honour literary excellence 
through its prestigious 
awards. The Fakir Mohan 
Literary Award 2025 was 
conferred upon Assamese 
author Arupa Patangia 
Kalita for her outstanding 

literary contributions.
The Vyasa Gourab Sam-

man 2025 was awarded to 
renowned writers Arun 
Kumar Patra and Sushi 
Kumar Dutta for their 
lifelong dedication to lit-
erature. The Fakir Mohan 
University Yuva Galpika 
Award 2025, sponsored 
by Kavita Barik, was pre-
sented to writer Dileswar 
Rana.

The Manoj Navaprat-
ibha Katha Award 2025, 
instituted by the Manoj 
Jayan Organisation, was 
awarded to Debabrata 
Mallik (College of Teacher 
Education) to promote ex-
cellence in story writing.

In his presidential ad-
dress, Vice Chancellor 
Prof. Santosh Kumar Trip-
athy outlined the univer-
sity’s transformative jour-
ney and recent initiatives.

Assamese author 
Arupa Patangia 
Kalita conferred 

Fakir Mohan Literary 
Award 2025

GIET hosts 26th ISTE student
convention on AI revolution KEONJHAR: Special Judge, 

Vigilance, Bhagaban Pradhan 
Friday convicted Mitrajit Barik, 
a resident of Kanika village in 
Mayurbhanj district and former 
Gram Panchayat Technical 
Assistant (GPTA) of Champua 
block in Keonjhar district, for 
corruption. The judge sentenced 
him to three years of rigorous 
imprisonment besides imposing 
a fi ne of `30,000. In default of 
payment, he will have to serve an 
additional three-month jail term. 
Barik was charged by Odisha 
Vigilance in 2012 for possessing 
disproportionate assets under 
the Prevention of Corruption Act, 
1988, according to Special Public 
Prosecutor Debadutta Biswal. 
Earlier, Barik had been convicted 
in a separate trap case for de-
manding and accepting a `15,000 
bribe from a contractor for 
preparing a fi nal bill for a cement 
concrete road project. Following 
the bribery case, Vigilance of-
fi cials searched Barik’s offi ce and 
residences, and uncovered assets 
beyond his known income.

Ex-GPTA gets 3-yr
RI for corruption

Man killed in bull
attack; 4 injured



F
or nearly six decades 
since he founded the 
Shiv Sena in 1966, 
Bal Keshav Thac-

keray’s party has been the 
noisy epicentre of politics in 
a state that was traditionally 
Congress-ruled, controlled by 
the sugar satraps of Western 
Maharashtra. The roaring 
tiger was synonymous with 
the Shiv Sena, which quickly 
morphed from a social outfi t 
seeking jobs for the “Marathi 
manoos” to a political par-
ty championing the Hindu 
cause. A change from a re-
gional outfi t to a communal 
one, a change from street to 
state-level player, all worked 
around the popularity of its 
founder. The Shiv Sena and its 
bow-and-arrow symbol award-
ed in 1989 rode across the state 
and beyond Maharashtra. But 
as it divided and splintered, 
reaching a new low when the 
Election Commission gave the 
party’s poll symbol to a faction 
of the Sena in February 2023, 
the voice of the tiger receded. 
Now, two decades after they 
parted ways, estranged cous-
ins Uddhav Thackeray and Raj 
Thackeray, son and nephew 
respectively of Bal Thackeray, 
have reunited. A joint rally in 
Worli on July 5 was their fi rst 
shared platform since 2005. 
The rally “AwaazMarathicha” 
or the voice of Marathi was 
organised to protest the Ma-
harashtra government’s now 
withdrawn proposal to make 
Hindi mandatory in primary 
schools.

The three-language formu-
la, viewed as an imposition 
of Hindi, has seen protests 
in the Southern states. The 
staunchest opposition to 
Hindi has been from Tamil 
Nadu where it is seen both 
as an effort to undermine the 
state’s linguistic identity and 
push ahead the Central gov-
ernment’s attempt at cultural 
dominance. In Maharashtra, 
it provided the beleaguered 
Thackeray cousins a handle 
to recover ground they have 
been steadily losing. With it, 
they have now resurrected a 
powerful narrative of Marathi 

identity to reclaim relevance. 
For a long time now, Raj 

Thackeray’s Maharashtra 
Navnirman Sena (MNS) has 
not been able to make much 
political headway. In the 2024 
Assembly elections, the MNS 
did not win a single seat in 
the 288-member Maharash-
tra legislature while Uddhav 
Thackeray’s (UBT) managed 
only 20 seats. In the erstwhile 
Sena under Bal Thackeray a 
mix of menace, fear and cha-
risma kept both cadres and 
supporters in line. Raj Thac-
keray always led with mus-
cle and roar. He launched the 
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Sena, 
the party’s student wing, and 
later moved on to hit the trail 
campaigning across the state 
for Shiv Sena candidates in 
elections beginning with the 
1990 Assembly polls where he 
was seen as the inheritor of 
his uncle’s mantle. In style, 
manner and speech, he was 
closer to Bal Thackeray. He 
stepped away when the man-
tle of inheritance went to his 
cousin Uddhav, Bal Thacker-
ay’s son. 

Uddhav took the Sena into 
an alliance with the Congress 
and the Sharad Pawar-led Na-
tionalist Congress Party(NCP) 
to rule the state in 2019, after 
accusing the BJP of betray-
al, in not keeping the under-
standing of shared leadership. 
The BJP struck back splinter-

ing the Shiv Sena and ruling 
the state in a coalition with 
the leader of a breakaway 
Sena faction, Eknath Shinde. 
They went further to split the 
NCP. A breakaway NCP group 
headed by Sharad Pawar’s 
nephew Ajit is now part of the 
BJP-led Mahayuti or Grand 
Alliance, which is the ruling 
coalition in Maharashtra.

Challenging the BJP and 
regaining ground are the 
main aim as the cousins eye 
the civic polls. Especially 
important are elections to 
the Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation which is the 
richest civic body in Asia and 
bigger than a number of Indi-
an states with the annual bud-
get, which for 2025-26 exceed-
ed INR 744 billion. While the 
BJP is the main party in the 
state with 132 seats, the com-
ing civic elections will show 
whether they can hold this 
position. Ally Eknath Shinde 
who heads the breakaway Se-
na with 52 seats in the State 
assembly, is the biggest loser 
in the face of this new develop-
ment reuniting the Thackeray 
family.  Shinde who has been 
positioning himself as Bal 
Thackeray’s rightful heir is 
left nowhere before the son 
and nephew of the Shiv Sena 
supremo.

While there are many ad-
vantages in the cousins com-
ing together, they would need 

to look at the turns the recent 
championing of Marathi has 
taken. MNS workers have 
been involved in instances 
of terrorising and threaten-
ing non-Maharashtrians for 
not speaking Marathi despite 
living in the state for years. 
Pride in the language may 
help galvanise the campaign 
for the civic elections but 
strong-arm tactics could alien-
ate the substantial numbers of 
non-Marathi voters. MNS cad-
res have in the past attacked 
migrants from Bihar and Ut-
tar Pradesh, accusing them of 
taking jobs away from locals. 

The new alliance is adding 
a twist to Maharashtra’s po-
litical story, but this twosome 
has volatility and differences 
which challenge long-term 
stability. Uddhav Thackeray 
has been milder and calmer 
with a style of functioning 
more aligned with his new 
compatriots in the opposition 
while Raj Thackeray contin-
ues to roar and his cadres risk 
alienating a sizeable section 
of Mumbai’s workforce consti-
tuted by migrants. Estimates 
vary, but according to the 2011 
census, migrants constituted 
over 43 per cent of Mumbai’s 
population. Of this number 
migrants from Uttar Pradesh 
accounted for nearly 41%.

Over the last few years, 
especially since the 2019 As-
sembly election, Maharashtra 
has witnessed a lot of political 
fl ux with both the Shiv Sena 
and NCP breaking. A dizzying 
number of changes have con-
fused the voter – who is with 
who? Could the Thackeray al-
liance make some difference 
to this shaky scenario? That 
depends on whether they can 
reconcile two different styles 
of functioning.

It is uncertain whether the 
cousins will be able to recre-
ate the magic of the Bal Thac-
keray years, or something 
close. 

The writer is the 

Managing Editor of The 

Billion Press. 
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I t’s hard not to see the fl ight of over a dozen IAS offi cers from 
Tripura’s cadre as a crypto-threshold moment. Between 2019 and 
2023, young administrative talent from IAS batches of 2019, 2020, 

2021, 2022, and even 2023 have been migrating, often in tandem with life 
changes such as marriage, to other states, including Rajasthan, Bihar, 
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, and Haryana.

While cadre transfers for marriage aren’t a scandal, what happens 
when they turn into a slow haemorrhage? Tripura’s government is 
increasingly borrowing TCS (Tripura Civil Service) offi cers to fi ll gaps, 
piling extra roles such as acting SDM onto younger, local babus jug-
gling too much, while swallowing senior-level responsibilities.

This isn’t simply a numbers game. It is chipping away at institu-
tional memory, weakening leadership at the district level, and leaving 
key developmental schemes rudderless. When the reserve pool drips 
out, you end up propping up the admin with less experienced folks 
playing catch-up.

That’s not all. Sources have informed DKB that Sonal Goel, the one 
uniform face that should offer assurance, has reportedly been MIA in 
Delhi, supposedly on childcare leave since July 2023, and no one in 
Agartala seems certain she’s even in offi ce. That’s not just puzzling, 
it’s symbolic of a wider shrug of accountability.

The CM’s offi ce hasn’t issued a peep on the broader implications. So, 
if replenishing talent isn’t a high priority, then perhaps bold steps like 
offering retention bonuses, incentives for rural postings, or fast-track-
ing leadership development for TCS offi cers should be on the table. 
Public service shouldn’t feel like a revolving door where the state 
loses while others gain.

Seniority doesn’t wear the stars
Nitin Agarwal can’t seem 

to catch a break. Kerala’s 
senior-most IPS offi cer 
from the 1989 batch has 
once again been overlooked 
for the state’s top police job, 
this time in favour of a ju-
nior, 1991-batch offi cer, R. 
A. Chandrasekhar. That’s two supersessions in two years.

And this wasn’t some routine reshuffl e, sources have informed DKB. 
Chandrasekhar’s appointment as Kerala’s DGP and Head of Police 
Force was a fi nely choreographed move. He was serving as Special 
Director in the Intelligence Bureau and was technically not eligible 
for direct reassignment to the state. However, the Centre moves him to 
the Cabinet Secretariat as Secretary (Security) for exactly two weeks. 
From there, the Kerala government snapped him up. Smooth. Seam-
less. Suspiciously well-synced.

For Agarwal, it’s déjà vu. In 2023, the state picked Shaik Darvesh 
Saheb from the 1990 batch over him. And now, with Chandrasekhar’s 
entry, he’s once again reporting to a junior offi cer, perhaps until re-
tirement in July next year.

What’s fuelling this pattern depends on who you ask. Some say Agar-
wal lacked the right political backing. Others hint at past run-ins 
with infl uential parties. The Congress has slammed Chandrasekhar’s 
appointment as a compromise between the Centre and the CPM. The 
Left is nervously defending it, given that Chandrasekhar has a con-
troversial past. It includes his alleged involvement in the 1994 Kooth-
uparamba fi ring case, where fi ve DYFI activists were killed. He was 
acquitted, but the ghosts linger.

At the end of the day, seniority, service, and spotless records mean 
little if you’re not in favour. In Kerala’s DGP musical chairs, what 
matters most is not the batch year, but who's got the better orchestra.

The farewell that wasn’t
It was supposed to be a send-off soaked in sentiment with a shawl, 

coconut, and speeches. The full retirement kit. After 55 months as Chief 
Secretary, Amitabh Jain was all set to walk into the sunset, complete 
with warm words from Governor Ramen Deka and a cabinet full of 
farewells. Then came the twist.

Just as the state’s top brass gathered to mark Jain’s last hurrah, a 
call from Delhi hit pause on the goodbye. In a move that’s unprece-
dented since Chhattisgarh became a state in 2000, the Centre extended 
Jain’s tenure by three months, reportedly with just a phone call. The 
farewell speeches were shelved, the shrifal suddenly looked premature, 
and the babus were left blinking in disbelief.

Jain now holds the distinction of being the fi rst Chief Secretary in 
the state’s history to receive a post-retirement extension. While the 
corridors of power scrambled to adjust their plans, the rest of Raipur 
was left wondering: Why the extension? And who’s next?

Until that call, the guessing game was in full swing. Four senior offi -
cers, including Renu Pillay, Subrat Sahoo, Amit Agrawal, and Manoj 
Pingua, were in the running. Two names had apparently already been 
nixed. But the big question was whether Delhi would repatriate Union 
Pharmaceuticals Secretary Amit Agrawal or leave the choice to the 
state.

The extension may have given Delhi more time, but it also gave 
Raipur a political potboiler, scripted by the Centre. For now, the state 
has a Chief Secretary who got to retire and un-retire in a single day. 
Not many babus can claim that on their résumé!

Share a babu experience! Follow

dilipthecherian@twitter.com. Let’s multiply the effect
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Tripura’s IAS Exodus

SPECTRUM GEOPOLITICS

Does the world need more bombs and guns?

Horrifying act

Sir, Radhika Yadav, a rising tennis 
star from Gurgaon, was tragically shot 
dead by her own father—simply because 
people mocked him for “living off his 
daughter’s earnings.” Despite her hard 
work and success in building her own 
academy, her father felt ashamed rath-
er than proud. He saw her achievements 
as a threat to his ego, not a reason for 
celebration. This horrifying act refl ects 
a deeper mindset—one that sees empow-
ered daughters as burdens, not blessings. 
As a society, we must realize: a daugh-
ter’s success is not a man’s defeat; it is 
his pride. Let’s raise men who lift their 
daughters up, not pull them down—be-
cause when we silence our daughters, we 
darken our own future..  

Mohammad Asad, MUMBAI

Before getting angry for the 
mistakes of others one should 
always remember one’s own 
mistakes

 THE MOTHER
THE TIGER ROARS AGAIN

MAHA POLITICS

E ver since Donald 
Trump became the 
president of the USA 

for the second time, he has 
been demanding that NATO 
allies increase their defence 
expenditure to 5% of GDP. 
The NATO summit was held 
recently in The Hague, a city 
in the Netherlands, on 24th 
and 25th June 2025—the fi rst 
time it took place there. Ac-
cepting Trump’s dictum, the  
summit decided that each 
member country should raise 
its defence budget to this new 
benchmark.

NATO, the military alliance, 
is no doubt the most militari-
ly powerful bloc in the world. 
NATO represents about one 
billion people. The only resolu-
tion passed at the summit was 
to increase spending on arms 
production and procurement.

Global military expenditure 
in 2023 grew for the ninth con-
secutive year and reached 2.44 
trillion dollars. The US and its 
NATO allies account for more 
than half of the world’s mil-

itary spending, even though 
the alliance’s members com-
prise only one billion of the 
planet’s 8.3 billion people. The 
USA is refusing to re-sign the 
expired nuclear-deterrence 
treaties. Today, per-capita 
military spending worldwide 
stands at 26,300, according to 
the SIPRI report.

Military actions and inter-
nal confl icts have displaced 
large numbers of people. 
More than 45 million indi-
viduals have been uproot-
ed by war and unrest. With 
US-supplied arms, Israel has 
carried out its genocidal on-
slaught on Gaza for the last 
21 months, killing more than 
57,000 people—mostly women 
and children—and wounding 
more than 120,000 others. The 
US is not only providing un-
limited quantities of weapons 
to Israel; its annual fi nancial 
aid to Israel has risen from 
$3–6 billion in 2023 to $17.9 
billion this year.

The war on Iran by Israel 
and the US has violated all 

international laws. The Rus-
sia–Ukraine war has altered 
the global atmosphere, and 
the entire NATO alliance 
is now siding with Ukraine 
against Russia. Gradually, 
the world is entering a cat-
astrophic situation.
Globe’s other side

According to the Glob-
al Report on Food Crisis 
(GRFC-2025), over 295 million 
people in 53 countries are ex-
periencing acute hunger—an 
increase of 13.7 million com-
pared with 2023.

About 402 million people 
are unemployed and unable 
to fi nd meaningful, sustain-
able work. Twelve percent of 
the world’s youth are search-
ing for better jobs.

A UN report states that 
about two billion people lack 
access to safe drinking water 
and sanitation. UNICEF says 
four billion people face severe 
water scarcity for at least one 
month every year. Water scar-
city affects women and chil-
dren most, as they bear the 

brunt of fetching water.
The global housing crisis is 

a widespread issue affecting 
billions. 2.8 billion people do 
not have adequate and safe 
housing. Many live in slums, 
inside concrete pipes, on 
pavements, in bus stands, or 
on railway platforms. They 
have no home to call their 
own, while the rich possess 
several mansions.

When the world under the 
capitalist system is unable to 
provide suffi cient food, water, 
and housing to billions of peo-
ple, the wealthy nations are 
spending trillions of dollars 
on weapons and warfare. The 
warmongers seek profi t by 
selling ever more arms and 
ammunition. This is the great-
est challenge of the 21st cen-
tury: will humanity survive, 
or will it perish to satisfy the 
greed of a few profi t seekers?

The writer is former 

Secretary, CPI(M), Odisha 

State Committee.

Views are personal.

Challenging the BJP and regaining ground 
are the main aim as the cousins eye the civic 

polls. Especially important are elections to 
the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation 

which is the richest civic body in Asia

OVER THE LAST 
FEW YEARS, 
ESPECIALLY 

SINCE THE 2019 
ASSEMBLY 
ELECTION, 

MAHARASHTRA 
HAS WITNESSED 

A LOT OF 
POLITICAL FLUX 
WITH BOTH THE 
SHIV SENA AND 
NCP BREAKING

Lekha Rattanani

THE WAR ON 
IRAN BY ISRAEL 

AND THE US HAS 
VIOLATED ALL 

INTERNATIONAL 
LAWS

Janardan Pati

WISDOM CORNER
The only solutions that are ever worth anything are the 
solutions that people fi nd themselves  
 SATYAJIT RAY

Man is a genius when he is dreaming 
 AKIRA KUROSAWA

There is a fi ne line between censorship and good taste and 
moral responsibility
 STEVEN SPIELBERG

 
1862: The Medal of Honor, awarded for battlefi eld bravery, was created for 
the U.S. Army.

1920: The independent republic of Lithuania, having successfully expelled 
invading Soviet troops, signed a peace treaty with Russia.

1962: Iconic British rock band the Rolling Stones performed their fi rst show, 
billed as the Rollin' Stones, at a club in London.

1975: The island nation of Sao Tome and Principe was granted 
independence from Portugal.

1984: Democratic presidential candidate Walter F. Mondale put forward 
Geraldine Ferraro as his running mate on this day in 1984, making her the 
fi rst woman ever nominated for vice president by a major U.S. political 
party.

Time for accountability

Sir, The tragic collapse of the Gambhira bridge in Gujarat, which killed 
at least 18 people, is not an isolated incident—it is part of a grim pattern 
of deadly infrastructure failures in India. What makes this disaster more 
unforgivable is the clear paper trail of ignored warnings. Activists had 
fl agged the bridge’s deteriorating condition as early as 2022. Authorities not 
only acknowledged the risk—they chose inaction. From Morbi to Mizoram 
and from Pune to Cuttack, blood-soaked concrete keeps telling the same 
story: ageing infrastructure, overstretched by unchecked urban growth, 
and criminal negligence by the departments tasked with maintenance. Au-
dits, if conducted at all, remain cosmetic. Reports vanish, responsibility is 
diffused, and lessons are rarely institutionalized. India does not lack engi-
neers—it lacks the will to listen, the urgency to act, and the spine to publish 
uncomfortable truths. Infrastructure investment without a parallel focus 
on maintenance and transparency is a recipe for repeated funerals. Enough 
of retrospective condolences. It is time for real-time accountability, annual 
structural audits, and a statutory mechanism to ensure that infrastructure 
failures do not become India’s new normal. Lives lost are not numbers—they 
are indictments. 

Gopalaswamy J, CHENNAI

 FOCUS
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NORTHEAST
RAJASTHAN

AGENCIES

Shillong, July 11: In the mist-
draped hills of Cherrapunji, 
where the clouds descend like 
whispers and the rains write 
poetry across the red earth, a 
quiet revolution is brewing.

A bottle of gin, born from 
rainwater and infused with the 
wild heart of Meghalaya, has 
just stunned the global spirits 
world.

Cherrapunji Eastern Craft 
Gin, distilled by Raincheck 
Earth Co, has bagged the pres-
tigious Double Gold Medal at 
the 2025 Spirits International 
Prestige (SIP) Awards held in 
California — a rare honour 
shared by less than 2 per cent 
of over 1,200 entries from across 
the globe.

But what makes this victo-
ry remarkable is not just the 
medal — it’s the story behind 
the bottle.

At the heart of this gin is 
rain — not just any rain, but 
the fabled downpours of Cher-
rapunji, one of the wettest 
places on Earth. The spirit is 
crafted using harvested rain-
water, a nod to the region’s 
ecological uniqueness and a 
tribute to its fragile environ-
ment. This water forms the 
base of the gin, which is then 
layered with a dozen botanicals 
— Khasi mandarin, Himalayan 
juniper, smoked cardamom, 
even smoked tea — all locally 
sourced, all deeply evocative of 
the northeastern terroir.

“This award is especially 
meaningful because it comes 
directly from the people who 
enjoy spirits in real life,” says 
Mayukh Hazarika, the founder 
of Raincheck Earth Co.

“We didn’t want to just create 
another gin. We wanted to bot-
tle a place, a feeling, a rainfall 

— the essence of Cherrapunji.”
The SIP Awards are unique 

in the liquor world — judged 
not by industry insiders, but 
by over 300 everyday spirit en-
thusiasts, who sample entries 
through double-blind tastings.

That Cherrapunji Gin 
emerged at the top is testa-
ment to its authentic fl avour 
profi le — citrus-forward with 
a smoky, earthy undertone 
that lingers like Meghalaya’s 

perpetual mist.
But this isn’t just a win for 

one distillery.
It’s a signal fl are for Megha-

laya’s fl edgling craft alcohol 
industry, which is showing 
signs of awakening.

The state, rich in indigenous 
fruits, herbs, and wild aro-
matics, is increasingly being 
recognised as a potential hub 
for premium wine and spirit 
production. From pineapples 

in Ri-Bhoi to wild berries in 
West Khasi Hills, the ingredi-
ents are here — all waiting to 
be distilled into liquid gold.

Raincheck Earth Co. has be-
come a trailblazer, not just for 
its award-winning recipe, but 
for its sustainable approach.

The gin is packaged in sleek, 
reusable stainless steel bottles 
— a bold design move that 
aligns with the eco-conscious 
ethos of the region.

Behind the brand lies a part-
nership with a Dutch master 
distiller, blending global 
expertise with indigenous 
knowledge. The result is a gin 
that feels both modern and an-
cient — a nod to Meghalaya’s 
deep-rooted traditions and 
its evolving contemporary 
identity.

While states like Goa and 
Himachal Pradesh have made 

headlines for their craft brews 
and boutique spirits, Megha-
laya — with its clean air, 
fertile land, and unmatched 
rainfall — is quietly carving 
a niche.

This gin offers a different 
story: one of innovation, sus-
tainability, and global aspira-
tion.

Mayukh, a son of the soil, be-
lieves that the hills of Megha-
laya can inspire a new wave 
of artisanal alcohol rooted in 
place and story. “Cherrapunji 
Gin is just the beginning,” he 
says. “There’s so much more 
here. The world is thirsty for 
authenticity, and we have that 
in abundance.”

As the rainclouds gather 
once again over Cherrapun-
ji, somewhere in California, 
someone sips a gin and tonic — 
unaware, perhaps, that they’re 
tasting the rains of Meghalaya, 
fi ltered through the dreams of 
a mountain distiller, bottled 
with care, and sent across 
the world with a whisper 
from the hills.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jaipur, July 11: School stu-
dents in Rajasthan will no longer 
study two-part supplementary 
textbooks with state Education 
Minister Madan Dilawar argu-
ing that these reading materials 
are not required because they 
glorify the Nehru-Gandhi family 
and carry no marks for students.

The Congress has attacked 
the minister over the decision, 
saying that the government 
can remove textbooks from the 
syllabus but cannot change peo-
ple’s minds.

Minister Dilawar said that 
the books ‘Azadi ke Baad ka 
Swarnim Bharat’ Part-1 and 

Part-2 carry no marks and, 
therefore, he directed the offi -
cials of the department to dis-
continue teaching these books.

“These books, which the pre-
vious Congress government 
introduced, do not carry any 
marks for the exams. They were 
only meant for reading. Without 
any academic weight, there was 
no point in continuing them so 

I have directed that the Educa-
tion Department will not teach 
such books,” Dilawar said.

Stressing that positive things 
should be taught, he said that 
the contributions of those who 
served the country and the state 
should be equally mentioned 
but those Congress leaders who 
imposed the Emergency and 
killed democracy have been 
glorifi ed in these textbooks.

“The books only glorifi ed Con-
gress leaders, specifi cally the 
Gandhi family. Key fi gures such 
as Lal Bahadur Shastri, Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, Dr Ambedkar 
and even Congress leader Sya-
ma Prasad Mookerjee, who later 
founded the Bharatiya Janata 

Sangh, were ignored. The text-
books failed to highlight their 
contributions while extensively 
promoting the Gandhi family,” 
he said Thursday.

The book talks about the 
freedom movement, the role of 
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal 
Nehru and others. The book al-
so focuses on the contributions 
of former prime ministers In-
dira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi.

It mentions various pro-
grammes and achievements such 
as Right to Education and Right 
to Information among others of 
the former UPA governments 
headed by Manmohan Singh. 
The minister said that talking 
extensively about certain lead-

ers was glorifi cation and insisted 
that the book should also have de-
tails of the contributions of other 
leaders. Since it was last revised 
in 2019, the book also has refer-
ences to Swachh Bharat Abhi-
yan, demonetisation and GST 
implementation.

In the topic related to demon-
etisation, the book says, “While 
announcing demonetisation, 
Narendra Modi included the 
benefi ts of demonetisation 
from curbing black money to 
extremism and terrorism. In 
the initial days of demonetisa-
tion, the common people had to 
face many diffi culties. They had 
to stand in long queues at banks 
to exchange their currency.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 11: The Stand-
ing Committee of the National 
Board for Wildlife has cleared a 
proposal to divert 310 hectares 
of forest land from the core ar-
ea of Namdapha Tiger Reserve 
in Arunachal Pradesh for the 
construction of the Arunachal 
Frontier Highway (NH-913).

The decision comes even as 
some members fl agged seri-
ous concerns over inadequate 
wildlife mitigation measures 
and the planned felling of over 
1.5 lakh trees. The project in the 
Changlang district, connects 
NH-215 near Kharsang to the 
Miao-Gandhigram-Vijaynagar 
road, a stretch of the strategic 
NH-913 corridor close to the 
India-Myanmar border, accord-
ing to government records.

The Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD), Arunachal 
Pradesh, had sought 248.79 
hectares (ha) of forest land for 
intermediate laning and 61.21 
ha for muck disposal.

Member secretary of the com-
mittee said June 26 a meeting 
regarding the project proposal 
had been held with committee 
members H S Singh and R Su-
kumar, along with the state’s 
chief wildlife warden (CWW).

It was observed that “the mit-
igation measures proposed, in-
cluding underpasses, are quite 
rudimentary when compared to 
earlier proposals”.

The member secretary add-
ed that the animal passage plan 
lacked adequate site specifi c 
research and several proposed 

structures follow “standard 
PWD culvert or causeway 
designs rather than designs 
tailored for effective wildlife 
movement.”

“There was consensus 
that a comprehensive, re-
search-based animal passage 
plan is necessary, one that 
clearly specifi es the appropri-
ate design, location, height 
and length of underpasses and 
overpasses based on actual 
animal movement patterns,” 
he said.

Sukumar, while raising two 
key concerns, acknowledged 
the strategic importance of the 
road, which had already been 
approved two years ago as an 
all-weather corridor.

“First, the plan would result 
in the felling of approximate-
ly 1,55,000 trees and the jus-
tifi cation for such extensive 
widening is unclear; second, 
the animal passage plan must 
be aligned with actual ground 
realities regarding wildlife 
presence and crossing points 
and the current plan is weak 
in this respect,” he said.

However, Singh suggest-
ed that ‘the animal passage 
plan may be re-examined and 
thereafter the proposal may be 
approved."

Responding to the objec-
tions, the CWW of Arunachal 
Pradesh said the widening was 
"not extensive" and involves an 
upgrade from "3.5 m width to in-
termediate laning".

After detailed discussions, 
the committee decided to 
approve the proposal.

Rajasthan min drops book citing ‘Gandhi family bias’

Meghalaya on the global spirits map
IN THE MIST OF HILLS, A GIN RISES 

Arunachal highway through tiger 
reserve approved by wildlife board

As the rainclouds gather once again over 
Cherrapunji, somewhere in California, 

someone sips a gin and tonic — unaware, 
perhaps, that they’re tasting the rains of 

Meghalaya, fi ltered through the dreams of a 
mountain distiller, bottled with care, and sent 
across the world with a whisper from the hills

At the heart of this gin 
is rain — not just any rain, 
but the fabled downpours 
of Cherrapunji, one of the 
wettest places on Earth

The spirit is crafted using 
harvested rainwater, a nod 
to the region’s ecological 
uniqueness and a tribute to 
its fragile environment

This water forms the 
base of the gin, which 
is then layered with a 
dozen botanicals — Khasi 
mandarin, Himalayan 
juniper, smoked cardamom, 
even smoked tea — all 
locally sourced, all 
deeply evocative of the 
northeastern terroir

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kota (Rajasthan) July 11: A re-
mote hilly area in Baran district in 
Rajasthan received electricity con-
nections for the fi rst time, 78 years 
after Independence.

The long wait for electricity for 
around 200 people of the Sahariya 
tribe living in 40 houses, 3 km off 
Sanvara village and 175 km from the 
district headquarters, was fi nally 
over June 30, offi cials said.

Now, Baran district has achieved 
100 per cent electricity connection, 
district collector Rohitashva Singh 
Tomar said Thursday.

The work was done within 20-25 
days of receiving the grievance from 
people during a ‘ratri chopal’ (night 
meeting) last month, he said.

This was a “remarkable example 
of quick resolution of public issues”, 
the collector said.

“People in the entire village are 
elated and in high spirits now that 
their nights are lit up. The electrici-
ty has eventually reached the village 
after a decades-long,” said Arun Sa-
hariya, grandson of Badri Sahariya.

Badri Sahariya, a former sarpanch 

and other locals raised the matter 
during the night ‘ratri chopal’.

Sahariyas are a Particularly Vul-
nerable Tribal Group (PVGT).

During the ‘Ratri Chopal’ May 
23, Badri Sahariya informed the 
district collector that 40 families 
of the Sahariya community do not 
have electricity and have been liv-
ing in darkness for years.

The district collector inspected 
the site the next day and instruct-
ed Superintendent Engineer NM 
Bilotia to conduct a survey and 
complete the electrifi cation work 
within 15 days.

Bilotia, with help from other de-

partments, completed the exercise 
in around 20-25 days.

Bilotia said approximately 2 km of 
11 kV line, 1 km of low-tension line, 2 
single-phase lines, 25 kV transform-
ers, and 38 new electric poles were 
installed. The entire work was car-
ried out on rocky and hilly terrain.

Under PM-JANMAN, or Pradhan 
Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Ma-
ha Abhiyan, the Sahariya families 
have also received the government 
nod for permanent houses.

PM-JANMAN caters to improv-
ing the socio-economic conditions 
of the Particularly Vulnerable 
Tribal Groups.

Tribals in remote part of Raj 
get electricity connections

78 YEARS AFTER INDEPENDENCEThe long wait for electricity 
for around 200 people of 

the Sahariya tribe living in 
40 houses, 3 km off Sanvara 
village and 175 km from the 
district headquarters, was 

fi nally over June 30
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Goods train derails; 
traffi c hit for 2 hours
Mumbai: A goods train 
derailed at Monkey Hill in 
Bhor ghat, a mountain pass, 
on the busy Mumbai-Pune 
route Friday afternoon, 
affecting the railway traffi c 
for around two hours, an 
offi cial said.  Nobody was 
injured in the incident that 
occurred around 4 pm, and 
the train was brought back 
on tracks later, Central 
Railway (CR) chief public 
relations offi cer Swapnil Nila 
said. “The brake van of the 
goods train derailed near 
Monkey Hill, a halt station in 
the mountainous Bhor ghat 
stretch,” he said. 

Death toll in toddy 
tragedy rises to six
Hyderabad: The death toll 
in the “adulterated” toddy 
tragedy here rose to six, police 
said Friday. Three deaths each 
were reported in the limits of 
Kukatpally and KPHB police 
station limits, a police offi cial 
told PTI. State Health Minister 
C Damodar Rajanarasimha was 
informed that 18 patients are 
currently under treatment at 
state-run Gandhi hospital, while 
35 others were being treated at 
the Nizam's Institute of Medical 
Sciences (NIMS). Of the 35, fi ve 
are expected to be discharged 
soon, an offi cial release said. 
The Health Minister directed 
health offi cials and senior 
doctors to ensure all victims 
receive continued care till 
they make a full recovery.

TMC MLA’s close
aide shot dead
Kolkata: A 38-year-old 
Trinamool Congress leader 
was shot dead in West 
Bengal’s South 24 Parganas 
district, police said Friday. 
The incident occurred in 
Bhangar area Thursday night 
when Rajjak Khan, a close 
aide of TMC’s Canning Purba 
MLA Saukat Mollah, was shot 
at by a few gunmen, a senior 
offi cer said. A police team 
has been deployed in the 
locality, and the body has 
been sent for post-mortem 
examination, he said.

3 of family die from
generator smoke 
Surat: Three members of a 
family died after allegedly 
inhaling smoke from a 
generator while they were 
asleep in their house in 
Gujarat's Surat district, police 
said Friday. The incident 
occurred in Bhatha village of 
Surat district Thursday night, 
an offi cial said. 

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 11: Astro-
naut Shubhanshu Shukla and 
other crew members  of the 
Axiom-4 mission are making 
the most of their fi nal days on 
the International Space Station, 
pushing forward a wide range 
of experiments that could shape 
the future of space exploration.

The SpaceX’s Crew Drag-
on spacecraft, carrying the 
four-astronaut crew, reached 
the orbital outpost June 26 and 
is scheduled to undock from the 
International Space Station 
(ISS) no earlier than Monday, 
July 14, at 7:05 am 

ET (4:35 pm IST), according 
to an update on X by Axiom 

Space, which is spearheading 
the mission.

Shukla and the other 
three astronauts are 
expected to board 
the spacecraft 
about two 
hours before 
the undock-
ing, wear 
their space 
suits and 
carry  out the 
necessary tests 
before they be-
gin their journey 
to the Earth.

The ISS is orbiting the Earth 
at a speed of 28,000 km per hour, 
and the spacecraft will initiate 
the autonomous undocking 

process to gradually slow down 
and re-enter the Earth's atmo-
sphere for a splashdown at a 
designated spot. Shukla worked 

on the microalgae experiment, 
deploying and stowing samples 
that could one day provide food, 
oxygen and biofuels for deep 

space missions, Axiom Space 
said in a statement.

The resilience of the microal-
gae makes them a promising 
asset for sustaining life be-
yond Earth, it said. “Exercise 
research and spacesuit mainte-
nance topped the schedule for 
the Expedition 73 and Axiom 
Mission 4 (Ax-4) crews Thurs-
day,” a NASA statement said.

The crew also continued the 
Voyager Displays study, which 
examines how spacefl ight af-
fects eye movement and coor-
dination.

The crew collected data for a 
study to explore how astronauts 
perceive and interact with their 
environment in orbit, which is 
critical for designing mentally 

supportive habitats for long-du-
ration missions.

Another study focused on ce-
rebral blood fl ow, investigating 
how microgravity and elevated 
carbon dioxide levels affect car-
diovascular function, which 
could later benefi t both astro-
nauts and patients on Earth.

Radiation exposure was mon-
itored using the compact Rad 
Nano Dosimeter, a tool for as-
sessing astronaut safety.

The crew took part in the 
Acquired Equivalence Test, 
a cognitive experiment that 
measures learning and adapt-
ability in space and supported 
the PhotonGrav study by col-
lecting brain activity data to 
explore neuroada

Experiments, research mark Axiom-4 crew’s fi nal days on ISS

THE 
SPACEX’S 

CREW DRAGON 
SPACECRAFT, CARRYING 
THE FOUR-ASTRONAUT 

CREW, REACHED THE ORBITAL 
OUTPOST JUNE 26 AND IS 

SCHEDULED TO UNDOCK FROM 
THE INTERNATIONAL SPACE 
STATION (ISS) NO EARLIER 

THAN MONDAY, JULY 
14, AT 7:05 AM

The Chief 
Minister has 
already an-

swered all your 
questions. It's 
not appropriate 
for me to keep 
repeating the same, and it's not 
right for you to keep asking

D K SHIVAKUMAR |  KARNATAKA CM

What’s 
worse 
— Thiru 
Palaniswami 

(AIADMK chief) 
and his party are 
standing with 
Delhi, not with 
Tamil Nadu. They’re backing 
unfair delimitation that 
punishes us for our progress

M K STALIN | TAMIL NADU CM

Shri Ram, 
Shri Krishna, 
Lord Shan-

kar and the epics 
associated with 
them are not just 
stories, they are 
symbols of our faith, heritage 
and the highest ideals of a ci-
vilised culture. It is the duty of 
every Indian to safeguard and 
uphold these legacies. Ram, 
Krishna and Shiva are living 
embodiments of 
Sanatan Dharma

YOGI ADITYANATH |  UTTAR PRADESH CM

KANWAR YATRA BEGINS
The Kanwar Yatra began Friday 
amid tight security arrange-
ments as thousands of Kan-
wariyas reached the holy city of 
Haridwar to collect Ganga water

I appeal to those making 
such statements to stop 
peddling such narratives. 
We have already lost many 
innocent lives due to similar 
statements in the past
MANOJ SINHA | JAMMU AND KASHMIR 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 11: Former 
chief justices of India, D Y 
Chandrachud and J S Khehar, 
Friday fl agged certain pro-
visions of the constitutional 
amendment Bill for simultane-
ous elections, including powers 
it vest with the Election Com-
mission, but rejected the sug-
gestion that the idea falls foul of 
the Constitution, sources said.

Khehar is the third ex-CJI to 
question the wide leeway the 
bill confers on the poll body 
under its 82A(5) Section in de-
ciding on holding the election of 
an assembly after Ranjan Gogoi 
and Chandrachud.

While Chandrachud ap-
peared before the Joint Com-
mittee of Parliament headed 
by BJP MP P P Chaudhary after 
Khehar, he had submitted his 
written opinion earlier.

Summarising the views ex-
pressed by the two jurists on 
what has come to be known 
as the one nation, one election 
(ONOE) Bill, a source said 
both of them suggested that 
the bill has certain grey areas 
that should be addressed by 
the committee and made some 
suggestions as well.

He added that both of them 
made it clear that the proposed 
law does not violate the basic 
structure of the Constitution, as 
alleged by Opposition parties. 
"It does not hamper the basic 
structure of the Constitution," 
Chandrachud is learnt to have 
said. Opposition members, in-
cluding Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
of the Congress, raised queries 
about the constitutionality of 
dissolving assemblies midway to 
synchronise their polls with Lok 
Sabha elections, sources said.

Khehar, they added, sug-
gested that Parliament or the 
Union Council of Ministers 
should have a say in taking 
the call on holding the election 
of an Assembly, as envisaged 
under the 82A(5) section of the 
Constitution (One hundred and 
twenty-ninth)Amendment Bill.

Former CJIs fl ag 
some provisions 
of ONOE Bill

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, July 11: A day 
after the External Affairs 
Ministry disapproved of his 
criticism of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's foreign vis-
its, Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann Friday again 
raked up the issue, this time in 
the state assembly, and asked 
him to “address the concerns” 
of 140 crore Indians.

On MEA’s reaction, Mann 
asked whether he did not have 
a right to question about a for-
eign policy.

The MEA Thursday disap-
proved of Mann's criticism of 
Modi's foreign visits, terming 
his comments "irresponsible".

Without naming Mann, it 
said the government of India 
“disassociates” itself from 
the “unwarranted” comments 
made by a “high state authori-
ty” that undermined India’s ties 
with friendly countries.

Participating in a debate 
over the resolution against the 
deployment of CISF personnel 
at the Bhakra-Nangal project 
during the second day of the 
Punjab Assembly here, Mann 
again asserted that the prime 
has no time to address the con-
cerns of 140 crore Indians but 
has time to tour abroad.

“The MEA has reacted. Don’t 
we have a right to ask the PM 

about foreign policy? Do the 
countries which he visits sup-
port our nation afterwards? 
When our relation with Paki-
stan turned bad, did any coun-
try stand by us,” he asked.

“He visits the countries 
‘?Magneshia, Tarveshia, 
Garveshia’ (sic), do not know 
where these countries are. 
Pradhan Mantri sahib got the 
biggest award there. What is 
the population there? It is 9,500. 
I said that many people gather 
just to watch the JCB machine 
here,” Mann said.

On Thursday, Mann had crit-
icized Modi for celebrating a 
foreign honour from a country 
with a population of just 10,000 
while "neglecting" the nation's 
pressing issues.

“Pradhan Mantri ji has gone 
to Ghana? Has he come back 
from Ghana? Will he come back 
today? He will be welcomed up-
on his return in the country.” 
"... He is not staying in the coun-
try where 140 crore people live. 
The countries which he is visit-
ing have a population of 10,000. 
And he got the biggest award 
there. Over here, 10,000 people 
gather to watch the JCB ma-
chine (earth moving machine)," 
Mann had said.

Modi returned to India Thurs-
day after a fi ve-nation tour of 
Brazil, Ghana, Trinidad and To-
bago, Argentina and Namibia.

Mann again questions
Modi’s foreign visits

Boats anchored at the Sangam amid an increase in the water level of Ganga and Yamuna rivers in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh PTI PHOTO

SNIPPETS

AAP will go alone in Bihar Assembly polls: Sanjay Singh
PATNA: Aam Aadmi Party leader Sanjay Singh Friday said his party will 
contest the upcoming Bihar Assembly elections independently, even as he 
backed INDIA bloc’s allegation of voter list manipulation at the behest of 
the BJP. In a free-wheeling conversation with PTI Videos here, the Rajya 
Sabha MP also strongly defended his party colleague and Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann, who is under fi re for ridiculing Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's visits to small countries. The AAP leader also 
claimed that Modi has been given “a big signal” from RSS chief Mohan 
Bhagwat, who has said that people aged over 75 years should not remain 
in active public life.

Non-cognisable case registered against Shiv Sena MLA 
MUMBAI: A non-cognisable case was registered Friday against Shiv Sena 
MLA Sanjay Gaikwad and his supporter for assaulting a worker at the MLA 
hostel canteen in south Mumbai, police offi cials said. A non-cognisable 
case is registered in minor offences. Police can not make arrest without a 
court warrant in such cases. Gaikwad and one of his supporters assaulted 
the worker at the Akashwani MLA hostel canteen for ‘serving stale 
food’ Tuesday night. A viral video showing the two-time MLA from 
Buldhana punching and slapping the canteen worker created outrage 
across the state.

Three-storey building collapses in Delhi; 1 dead
NEW DELHI: A 46-year-old man was killed after a three-storey 
commercial building collapsed in Delhi's Bara Hindu Rao area in the 
early hours of Friday, an offi cial said.  The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation 
(DMRC) announced an ex gratia of Rs 5 lakh for the deceased's family, 
they said.  The deceased, identifi ed as Manoj Sharma (46), an employee 
at one of the shops housed in the building, was trapped under the rubble 
of the collapsed structure. He was pulled out of the debris and taken to 
the Hindu Rao Hospital, where he was later declared dead, the offi cial 
said.  The location of the incident falls within the infl uence zone of the 
ongoing tunnelling works being carried out for the Janakpuri West -- RK 
Ashram Marg corridor of the Delhi Metro.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Gurugram, July 11: For-
mer state-level tennis player 
Radhika Yadav was cremated 
Friday evening, a day after her 
father allegedly shot her dead 
at point blank range, bringing 
the curtains down on a life cut 
short cruelly and leaving be-
hind questions aplenty.Deep-
ak Yadav, 49, who confessed 
to the crime and told police 
he was taunted for living off 
her income from a tennis 
academy, was produced in 
court Friday  and remanded 
to one-day police custody.

The 25-year-old received four 
bullets, three in the back and 
one in the shoulder, according 
to the postmortem report by 
a board of three doctors, said 
police. That done, her body 
was handed over to the family 
and taken for last rites to the 
family’s village in Wazirabad 
close by. There was stunned 
silence and many tears too as 
the young woman was cremat-
ed, said a villager. 

About 150 people, including 
her grieving family, attended 
the funeral with her broth-
er Dheeraj lighting the pyre. 
“There were many questions 
about the murder. Everyone 
was surprised how Deepak 
could have killed his daugh-
ter, the one he loved the most,” 
said one of the mourners. What 

could have led the father to 
pump bullets into his daughter’s 
back while she was cooking in 
their home in upscale Sushant 
Lok in Gurugram? Was it the 
tennis academy she ran? Was 
it a music video she made last 
year? Was it wounded pride? Or 
was it something else entirely?

The speculation swirled 
as people took in the scant 
details of the shock murder of 
the clearly successful woman 
set to go places.

The accused, who police said 
was depressed for the last 15 
days, also felt he was fi nancial-
ly well off and had good rental 
income so there was no need for 
his daughter to run an acade-
my. Radhika had appeared in 
a romantic music video in 2024 
alongside an independent art-
ist. According to sources, this 

too could have triggered ten-
sions at home.

Police offi cials said they were 
investigating all possible angles 
in the murder, including what 
her mother was doing when the 
incident occurred.

According to an FIR based 
on the complaint of her 
uncle Kuldeep Yadav, Radhi-
ka's mother Manju Yadav was 
present on the fi rst fl oor of 
the house when the shooting 
took place.

Around 10.30 am Thursday  
he suddenly heard a "loud 
explosion" and rushed to the 
fi rst fl oor, the FIR stated.

"I saw my niece Radhika 
lying in a pool of blood in the 
kitchen, and the revolver was 
found in the drawing room. My 
son, Piyush Yadav, also rushed 
to the fi rst fl oor. Both of us 
picked up Radhika and rushed 
her in our car to Asia Marin-
go Hospital in Sector 56 where 
doctors declared her dead," the 
uncle said in his statement.

It was earlier said the moth-
er was on the ground fl oor, and 
she rushed upstairs after hear-
ing the gunshots, which, she 
said, sounded like a pressure 
cooker blast.

The accused, wearing a 
T-shirt and trousers, had his 
head covered with a towel as he 
stepped out of the vehicle near 
the court complex under police 
escort for the court appearance.

Shocking revelations in
Radhika murder case

THE 25-YEAR-OLD RECEIVED FOUR 
BULLETS, THREE IN THE BACK 
AND ONE IN THE SHOULDER, 

ACCORDING TO THE POSTMORTEM 
REPORT BY A BOARD OF THREE 

DOCTORS, SAID POLICE

DEEPAK YADAV (FATHER) 
CONFESSED HE SHOT RADHIKA 

BECAUSE HE WAS OFTEN MOCKED 
FOR LIVING OFF HER INCOME, 

POLICE SOURCES SAID

POLICE ALSO ISSUED A 
STATEMENT CLAIMING THE TENNIS 
ACADEMY RADHIKA RAN WAS THE 
BONE OF CONTENTION BETWEEN 

FATHER AND DAUGHTER
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national
DELHI POLICE BAN ONLINE
SALE OF FIRECRACKERS
The Delhi Police has written to 
e-commerce and social media 
platforms directing them to 
immediately cease the listing 
and delivery of fi recrackers in 
the national capital, an offi cial 
said Friday

Many people pur-
chase second-hand 

vehicles or retain older cars 
for personal and family use. 
Removing 60 lakh vehicles 
in one go will severely 
impact their lives. Affording 
a new vehicle is not a viable 
option for most
REKHA GUPTA | DELHI CM

SC orders ex-Haryana 
MLA to return to jail
New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court Friday asked former 
Congress MLA from Haryana, 
Dharam Singh Chhoker, to 
surrender back to jail July 12 
in connection with an alleged 
multi-crore rupees money 
laundering case as it refused 
to entertain his plea against 
an order of the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court.  A partial 
working day bench comprising 
Justices Rajesh Bindal and 
R Mahadevan referred to 
certain factual mistakes in the 
submissions advanced by a 
senior lawyer Thursday during 
the hearing and said a "drama 
is being played". 

Second earthquake in 
2 days jolts Delhi-NCR
New Delhi: An earthquake of 
magnitude 3.7 struck near 
Jhajjar in Haryana Friday 
evening, sending tremors 
across parts of Delhi-NCR, the 
National Centre for Seismology 
(NCS) said. The tremors were 
recorded at 7:49 pm, with 
the epicentre located 10 km 
northeast of Jhajjar and around 
51 km west of Delhi, it said. 
People reported feeling the 
tremors in several districts, 
including Rohtak, Faridabad, 
Kurukshetra, Gurugram, 
Ghaziabad and Noida. This was 
the second earthquake to jolt 
the region in as many days. On 
Thursday morning, a stronger 
earthquake of magnitude 4.4 
struck near Jhajjar, triggering 
tremors across the capital and 
adjoining areas.

5 killed as borewell 
truck falls into ravine 
Raipur: Five workers were killed 
and four others injured after 
a borewell drilling truck they 
were travelling in fell into a 
small ravine in Chhattisgarh's 
Kabirdham district Friday, police 
said. The accident occurred in 
the wee hours of the day near 
Chata village under the Kukdur 
police station area, Kabirdham 
Additional Superintendent of 
Police Pushpendra Singh Baghel 
said. He said the vehicle was 
coming from neighbouring 
Madhya Pradesh. 

Man held for 
promoting terror
New Delhi: The National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
Friday arrested a key accused 
for his alleged involvement in 
the promotion of the activities 
of the banned Islamic State 
of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) terror 
group, offi cials said. Rizwan Ali 
alias Abu Salma alias Mola is 
the 11th wanted accused and 
a key conspirator in the ISIS 
Pune sleeper-module case, 
they said. He was also involved 
in conducting fi ring classes and 
training in the fabrication of 
improvised explosive devices 
(IEDs), according to NIA 
investigations in the case.

While some 
states are 
unable to fully 

utilise their shares, 
Meghalaya has 
effectively used its 
entire allocation 
to build capital assets. I will put on 
record my appreciation of Megha-
laya's efforts

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN |  
UNION FINANCE MINISTER

The Mex-
ico-based 
CIMMYT 

(International 
Maize and Wheat 
Improvement 
Centre) has long 
played a crucial role in catalysing 
and sustaining the Green Revolu-
tion in India

JAIRAM RAMESH  | CONGRESS LEADER

The truth 
is that only 
those who 

escape the atten-
tion of criminals 
are secure. The 
entire state has 
been pushed into jungle raj

AKHILESH YADAV  |  SP PRESIDENT

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, July 11: Slum 
dwellers of Jai Hind Camp in  
Delhi’s Vasant Kunj area, home 
to Bengali-speaking migrants 
from West Bengal’s Cooch Be-
har, have been without elec-
tricity and water for over three 
days, prompting allegations of 
discrimination and administra-
tive negligence.

Tucked away behind upscale 
residential blocks, the camp is 
largely inhabited by domestic 
and sanitation workers, who 
have now been plunged into 
darkness amid stagnant rain-
water, broken kutcha lanes, 
and rising humidity amidst the 
monsoon.

“We’ve had no power or 
water for days now. Electric-
ity  was disconnected with-
out any notice,” said Shyam 
Singh, a long-time resident. 
He claimed that the two main 
meters in the camp, registered 
in the names of a temple and a 
mosque, were targeted despite 
their dues being cleared. “Offi -
cials came with CRPF jawans, 

cut our cables, and left without 
explanation. We've shown our 
bills, approached the electric-
ity offi ce, but no one has re-
sponded,” he told PTI.

However, offi cial sources told 
PTI that the electricity supply 
was disconnected based on court 
orders.

Residents allege their repeat-
ed appeals to the local admin-
istration and politicians have 
gone unanswered.

“Our children are suffering 
the most. Schools reopened after 

summer vacations July 2, and 
now, they can’t study or attend 
properly,” Fatima, a 35-year-old 
resident, said. “We’ve been pay-
ing ̀ 9-10 per unit for electricity, 
but for what?”

The disconnection, residents 
said, was carried out by local 
authorities and BSES offi cials, 
who they claim refused to speak 
to them directly about the issue. 
“They didn’t let us talk. They 
said bills are pending, which 
we are not able to understand,” 
Mateer Rehman said, adding 

that no household was given 
any notice.

Other residents, including 
Mohsin and Bablu Singh, echoed 
similar grievances, saying they 
felt “deliberately targeted” 
despite having all payment re-
ceipts in place.

The incident has drawn the 
ire of West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee, who 
alleged a broader pattern of hos-
tility against Bengali-speaking 
communities.

“This is not just about one 
camp. We’ve seen similar inci-
dents in Gujarat, Maharashtra, 

Odisha and Madhya Pradesh. 
There's a worrying trend of 
targeting Bengali-speaking citi-
zens,” Banerjee said in a post on 
X. Several slum dwellers of Jai 
Hind camp also linked the situa-
tion to broader linguistic and re-
gional bias. “We've lived in Delhi 
for decades and vote here. Are we 
being treated this way just be-
cause we speak Bangla? Are we 
not Indian citizens?” asked Nabi 
Hussain, another slum dweller.

As broken drainage lines 
overfl ow and the stench of stag-
nation worsens, families in Jai 
Hind Camp continue to cope 
with hand fans, shared water 
pots, and no offi cial clarity on 
when, or whether, essential 
services will resume at all.

The issue has also revived 
recent memories of the June 1 
demolition of the Madrasi Camp 
in Jangpura, another informal 
settlement in Delhi. Local au-
thorities carried out the demo-
lition after the Delhi High Court 
ruled that the land, located along 
the Barapullah drain, needed to 
be cleared to prevent fl ooding 
during the monsoon.

The incident has 
drawn the ire of 
West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata 
Banerjee, who alleged 
a broader pattern 
of hostility against 
Bengali-speaking 
communities

Bengali-speaking migrants slum cut off from basic services

Pedestrians during rainfall in Shimla, Himachal Pradesh  PTI PHOTO

Family of eight thrashed for taking shelter in shop 
Jaipur: Members of a family from Madhya Pradesh, who were visiting a temple in Rajasthan’s 
Sikar district, were allegedly beaten up for taking shelter in front of a shop during rain Friday, 
police said. Two shopkeepers and two employees were arrested in connection with the incident, they 
said. According to police, a family of around eight people, which included three women and a minor 
girl, had come to worship at the Khatu Shyam temple in Sikar. As it was pouring, they stood in front of 
a shop near the temple. When the shopkeeper asked them to vacate the premises, they requested him 
to let them stay until the rain passed. 
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Chennai, July 11: India 
smashed nine terror targets 
with precision, crisscrossing 
Pakistan, under Operation 
Sindoor, National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval said here 
Friday and dared the foreign 
media to show “even one im-
age” of damage to any Indian 
structure, even a “glass pane 
having been broken”.

Speaking at the 62nd Con-
vocation of IIT Madras, Doval 
also asserted that not a single 
intended target in Pakistan 
was missed during the May 7 
military offensive, which was 
in retaliation for the April 22 
Pahalgam terror attack that left 
26 persons dead.

“Mention of Sindoor was 
made here. We are really proud 
of how much indigenous con-
tent there was. We decided to 
have nine terrorist targets in 
the crisscross of Pakistan, it 
was not in the border areas. We 
missed none. We hit nowhere 
else except that. It was precise 
to the point where we knew 
who was where. The entire op-
eration that started at 1.05 am 
took 23 minutes,” he said amid 
loud cheers from the gathering.

Criticising the foreign media, 
Doval, who specifi cally named 
the New York Times, said: 
“They (international media) 
wrote these things and put out 
things. The images only showed 
13 air bases in Pakistan before 
and after May 10, whether it 
was in Sargodha, Rahim Yar 
Khan, Chaklala or Rawalpin-

di,” but images only showed 
damage done by the Indian Air 
Force on Pakistan's bases.

Addressing the students, 
Doval also emphasised the 
link between technology and 
warfare and said the country 
should develop indigenous 
technology to meet its require-
ments. Referring to the earlier 
speaker, Padma Vibhushan 
awardee and legendary dan-
seuse Padma Subrahmanyam, 
who congratulated Doval for 
the success of Operation Sin-
door, the NSA said, “I am really 
proud of it (Operation Sindoor). 
Much of it was driven by indig-
enous content.”

“We are proud of it—that 
some of our best systems 
worked, whether it was Brah-
Mos (missiles), the integrated 
air control and command sys-
tem...or battlefi eld surveillance. 
We decided on nine terrorist 
targets, not in the border areas 
but in the crisscross of Pakistan, 
and we missed none,” he added.

Earlier, speaking at the 
convocation, Subrahmanyam 
said the historic victory of 
Operation Sindoor was a man-
ifestation of adherence to the 
valour that the Bhagavad Gita 
preaches. “As a proud Indian, 
I have always offered my salu-
tations to our jawans, who are 
our national guardian angels,” 
she said, congratulating Doval 
for his role in the operation.

At the event, Doval said the 
country could not afford to lose 
the technology battle and re-
main behind or fall decades be-
hind others. He acknowledged 
the role of IIT, Madras, and the 
private sector in developing 5G 
in two-and-a-half years' time, 
whereas the Chinese took over 
12 years and spent 300 billion 
dollars to develop 5G technol-
ogy. A total of 3,227 students 
graduated. As many as 3,661 
Degrees (including Joint and 
Dual Degrees) were awarded 
to the students on the occasion.

OPERATION SINDOOR

India smashed nine 
terror targets: Doval
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Pune, July 11: Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi Friday 
pleaded not guilty in a Pune 
court in a defamation case 
pertaining to his comments 
on Hindutva ideologue V D 
Savarkar.

Judicial Magistrate (First 
Class) and Special Judge 
(MP/MLA court) Amol Sriram 
Shinde read out the charge, 
levelled by Satyaki Savarkar, 
a grandnephew of V D Savark-
ar, to which Gandhi pleaded 
not guilty through his lawyer 
Milind Pawar.

The Leader of Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha was not present 
in the court and his lawyer 
Pawar pleaded not guilty on 
his behalf before the court.

The judge, during the 
recording of the plea, asked 
whether the accused has 
received copies of the com-
plaint and accompanying 
documents, to which Pawar 
said yes.

On the second question on 
whether the accused has un-
derstood the particulars of the 
offence levelled against him, 
the defence lawyer replied in 
the affirmative.

On the third and last ques-
tion, which was "do you plead 
guilty", Pawar replied "no, I 
do not plead guilty" on Gand-
hi's behalf.

Advocate Sangram Kolhat-
kar, who is representing Sa-
tyaki Savarkar, said since the 
phase of recording of plea of 
the accused is over, the trial 
in the case will proceed now.

Satyaki Savarkar had ap-
proached a court here in 
April 2023 with a criminal 
defamation complaint against 
Gandhi accusing him of mak-
ing false allegations against 
the Hindutva ideologue 
during his address in London 
in March 2023.

SAVARKAR ROW

Rahul Gandhi 
pleads not guilty in 
defamation case

Gujarat bridge collapse death toll rises to 20
Vadodara: The death toll in the Mahisagar river bridge collapse in Gujarat's Vadodara district rose to 
20 Friday after an injured man died in hospital and the body of a missing person was found in the river, 
offi cials said. One more person was still missing, and efforts to fi nd him will be resumed Saturday as the 
search and rescue operation concluded in the evening, they said.  Citing a preliminary probe report, a 
state minister said the collapse was caused by the “crushing of pedestal and articulation joints”.

UP woman sentenced to death for killing her 3 kids
Auraiya(UP): A court here has sentenced a woman to death for killing her three minor children by drowning 
them in the Sengar river in 2024, while her paramour was sentenced to life imprisonment in the case.  The 
woman's nine-year-old son, who survived the attempt on his life, provided crucial testimony in the case.  
Additional Sessions Judge Saif Ahmed Thursday found Priyanka guilty of murdering her own children and 
pronounced the death penalty. Her paramour Ashish alias Danny was sentenced to life imprisonment.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 11: ‘Maratha 
Military Landscapes’, repre-
senting extraordinary fortifi -
cation and military system en-
visioned by the Maratha rulers, 
was Friday inscribed on the cov-
eted UNESCO World Heritage 
List, the UN body announced in 

a post on X. The decision was 
taken during the ongoing 47th 
session of the World Heritage 
Committee (WHC) being held 
in Paris.

“New inscription on the @
UNESCO #WorldHeritage 
List: Maratha Military Land-
scapes of India, #India,” UEN-
SCO said. The nomination for 
UNESCO tag was for the 2024-
25 cycle. Its 12 components 
are - Salher Fort, Shivneri 
Fort, Lohgad, Khanderi Fort, 
Raigad, Rajgad, Pratapgad, 
Suvarnadurg, Panhala Fort, 
Vijay Durg, and Sindhudurg 
in Maharashtra, and Gingee 
Fort in Tamil Nadu.
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‘Maratha Military Landscapes’ 
nominated for UNESCO list
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Kolkata, July 11: A controver-
sy erupted in West Bengal after 
a history question paper at the 
state-run Vidyasagar Universi-
ty described Indian revolution-
aries as “terrorists,” triggering 
strong political reactions and 
forcing the institute to issue 
a public apology, calling it a 
“printing mistake.”

Reacting to it, Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose's grandnephew, 
Chandra Kumar Bose, told PTI 

Videos, "To call revolutionaries 
— who laid down their lives 
for the country's freedom — as 
terrorists is an act of sacrilege," 
and demanded strict action 
against those responsible for 
preparing the question paper.

The contentious reference 
appeared in question 12 of the 
sixth semester BA Honours 
history exam (in Bengali), 
which asked students to name 
three district magistrates of 
Midnapore "killed by terror-
ists" during British rule. The 
university later acknowledged 
the error, attributing it to a 
proofreading lapse.

"It was a printing mistake 
that went unnoticed during 
proofreading," Vice Chancellor 
Dipak Kar said Friday.

"Once the paper was circulat-
ed, there was no time to make 
corrections. I have asked the 
controller of examinations to 
submit a detailed report," he 
added.

The three slain magis-
trates referred were James 
Peddie, Robert Douglas and 
Bernard Berge, who were 
gunned down in a span of three 
years for their tyranny in then 
Midnapore district.

Bose said, "Distortion of 
history of our freedom strug-
gle has been happening for a 
long time. But to call Khudi-
ram Bose and other revolu-
tionaries, who sacrifi ced their 
lives for the country's freedom, 
as terrorists cannot be accept-
ed." He added that stringent ac-

tion must be taken against the 
faculty and people who were in 
charge of drafting the question 
paper.

"History must be told in 
the right perspective and the 
younger generation must be 
made aware about the right 
picture of our freedom strug-
gle. They should know the 
heroic battle of INA and the 
leadership of Netaji," Bose 
commented in this context.

Academic Pabitra Sarkar 
condemned the error, saying, 
"It is unthinkable in indepen-
dent India to refer to youths 
who fought British oppression 
as 'terrorists", a term used by 
the colonial rulers."

Leader of Opposition in 
West Bengal Assembly Suven-
du Adhikari in a post on X de-
scribed the terrorist reference 
as "absolutely outrageous."

"The administrative au-
thorities of Vidyasagar Uni-
versity have once again in-
sulted our revered freedom 
fighters by labeling the brave 
revolutionaries of Medinipur 
as 'militants' and 'terrorists' 
in the 2025 History Honours 
sixth semester question pa-
per," he said.

Reacting to it, Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose’s 
grandnephew, Chandra 
Kumar Bose, told PTI 

Videos, “To call 
revolutionaries — who 
laid down their lives for 
the country’s freedom — 
as terrorists is an act of 

sacrilege,” and demanded 
strict action against those 
responsible for preparing 

the question paper

BENGAL VARSITY FACES BACKLASH
TERRORIST TAG FOR FREEDOM FIGHTERS
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SK, US, JAPAN 
HOLD AERIAL DRILL
Top South Korean, US and Japanese 
military offi cers urged North Korea 
to cease all unlawful activities that 
threaten regional security, as the 
three nations fl ew advanced war-
planes for a joint exercise in a show 
of force against the North

We deeply 
regret the 

decision to impose 
sanctions on Francesca 
Albanese, the European 
Union strongly supports 
the United Nations 
human rights system
ANOUAR EL ANOUNI | 
EU SPOKESPERSON

China bans surgical 
treatment of Alzheimer’s
Beijing: China has banned 
surgical treatment of 
Alzheimer’s disease after it 
was performed in about 400 
hospitals over four years, 
saying there is a lack of 
high-quality medical evidence 
to support its safety and 
effectiveness. The procedure, 
known as lymphatic-venous 
anastomosis (LVA), involves 
connecting the patient’s lymph 
vessels to veins near the neck 
to speed up the fl ow and 
drainage of lymph fl uid. The 
aim is to boost the removal 
of harmful brain proteins 
and slow the disease’s 
progression. The National 
Health Commission said it 
has recently learned that 
some medical institutions are 
conducting lymphaticovenous 
anastomosis, also known 
as LVA surgery, on patients 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s 
disease.

23 dead after airstrike 
on Buddhist monastery 
Bangkok: An airstrike on 
a Buddhist monastery in 
Myanmar’s central Sagaing 
region killed at least 23 people 
who were taking shelter in the 
compound, separate sources 
said Friday. The overnight 
aerial attack on the monastery 
in Lin Ta Lu village, in Sagaing 
region’s Sagaing township, 
injured about 30 other people, 
of which 10 were in a critical 
condition, according to a 
member of a resistance 
group. The resistance 
member — who spoke on 
condition of anonymity — told 
The Associated Press that 
23 civilians including four 
children were killed after a 
jet fi ghter dropped a bomb 
around 1 am on a building in 
the village’s monastery where 
more than 150 people from 
nearby villages were taking 
shelter to avoid fi ghting in the 
region in recent weeks.

Haiti gang violence 
claims 5,000 lives: UN 
Geneva: The surge in 
violence is deepening 
Haiti’s humanitarian crisis, 
destabilizing the country and 
raising concerns of spillover 
effects in the region. Between 
October 2024 and June 2025, 
4,864 people have been killed 
in Haiti amid worsening gang 
violence nationwide. Port-au-
Prince and surrounding areas 
accounted for more than 1,000 
of the deaths. Gangs have 
increasingly taken control 
across Haiti, overwhelming 
local security forces and 
forcing international aid 
organizations to scale back 
operations and forcing tens 
of thousands of residents 
from their homes. Hospitals, 
including the key University 
Hospital of Mirebalais, have 
closed due to insecurity, 
worsening Haiti's fragile 
health sector.

Lebanon 
has no plans 
to have 

normal relations 
with Israel at the 
present time, and 
Beirut's main aim 
is to reach a state of no war with 
its southern neighbor

JOSEPH AOUN |  PRESIDENT, LEBANON

It would be 
wrong to turn 
a blind eye 

to the media that 
are deliberately 
engaged in dis-
crediting Russia. 
Therefore, I believe that this re-
gime (censorship) is justifi ed now

DMITRY PESKOV  | KREMLIN SPOKESMAN

You have to 
also bear in 
mind that the 

U.S. is mounting 
considerable 
pressure on Afri-
can countries to 
accept Venezuelans to be deported 
from the U.S., some straight out 
of prison

YUSUF TUGGAR  |  FOREIGN MINISTER, NIGERIA

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

Geneva, July 11: Essential 
services for the Rohingya ref-
ugee population in Bangladesh 
are at risk of collapsing unless 
more money is found, the Unit-
ed Nations refugee agency said 
Friday, with its appeal for $255 
million to support them just 
35% funded.

More than 1 million Rohing-
ya have been crammed into the 
camps in southeastern Bangla-
desh, the world’s largest refu-
gee settlement. Most fl ed a bru-
tal crackdown by Myanmar’s 
military in 2017, although some 
have been there for longer.

“There is a huge gap in terms 

of what we need and what re-
sources are available. These 
funding gaps will affect the dai-
ly living of Rohingya refugees 
as they depend on humanitarian 
support on a daily basis for food, 
health and education,” United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees spokesperson Babar 

Baloch told reporters in Geneva.
The humanitarian sector has 

been roiled by funding reduc-
tions from major donors, led by 
the US under President Donald 
Trump and other Western coun-
tries, as they prioritise defence 
spending prompted by growing 
fears of Russia and China.

“With the acute global fund-
ing crisis, the critical needs of 
both newly arrived refugees 
and those already present will 
be unmet, and essential services 
for the whole Rohingya refugee 
population are at risk of collaps-
ing unless additional funds are 
secured,” Baloch said.

Health services would be severe-
ly disrupted by September, and by 
December essential food assistance 

would stop, UNHCR said. At least 
150,000 Rohingya refugees have 
arrived in Cox’s Bazar in Ban-
gladesh in the last 18 months, 
according to UNHCR.

Violence and persecution 
against the Rohingya, a most-
ly Muslim minority in mainly 
Buddhist Myanmar’s western 
Rakhine state, have continued 
to force thousands to seek pro-
tection across the border in 
Bangladesh, it added.

“This movement of Rohing-
ya refugees into Bangladesh is 
the largest from Myanmar in-
to Bangladesh since 2017 when 
some 750,000 Rohingya fl ed the 
deadly violence in their native 
Rakhine state in Myanmar,” 
Baloch stated.

At least 150,000 
Rohingya refugees 
have arrived in Cox’s 
Bazar in Bangladesh 
in the last 18 months, 
according to UNHCR

Support for Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh risks collapse: UN

REUTERS

Kuala Lumpur, July 11: US 
Secretary of State Marco Ru-
bio said Friday he had “pos-
itive and constructive” talks 
with Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi, as the two major pow-
ers vied to push their agendas 
in Asia at a time of tension over 
Washington’s tariff offensive.

The top US diplomat was in 
Malaysia on his fi rst Asia trip 
since taking offi ce, seeking to 
stress the United States’ com-
mitment to the region at the 
East Asia Summit and ASE-
AN Regional Forum, where 
many countries were reeling 
from a raft of steep US tariffs 
announced by US President 
Donald Trump this week.

Rubio had his fi rst in-person 
talks with the Chinese foreign 
minister, coming as Beijing 
has warned the United States 
against reinstating hefty levies 
on its goods next month and 
threatened retaliation against 
nations that strike deals with 
the US to cut China out of sup-
ply chains.

Wang has sharply criticised 
Washington during talks with 
Asian counterparts in Ma-
laysia, calling the US tariffs 
“typical unilateral bullying 
behavior”.

But both sides described the 
bilateral meeting as positive 
and constructive Friday. And 
Rubio said the odds of Trump 
meeting Chinese President Xi 
Jinping were high.

“We’re two big, powerful 
countries, and there are always 

going to be issues that we dis-
agree on. I think there’s some 
areas of potential cooperation 
and I thought it was a very con-
structive, positive meeting, and 
a lot of work to do,” he told re-
porters.

Rubio emphasised that his 
sitdown with Wang was not a 
negotiation, but rather about 
establishing a constructive 
baseline to continue talks.

Asked about a possible 

Trump-Xi meeting, Rubio said 
both sides wanted to see it hap-
pen.

“We have to build the right 
atmosphere and build deliver-
ables, so that a visit isn’t just a 
visit, but it actually has some 
takeaways from it that are 
concrete. But there’s a strong 
desire on both sides to do it.”

China’s foreign ministry said 
Wang had emphasised that both 
countries should translate con-
sensus reached by their leaders 
into policies and actions,

“Both sides agreed that the 
meeting was positive, pragmat-
ic and constructive,” it said.

TRIP OVERSHADOWED BY TARIFFS
Rubio’s visit is part of an ef-

fort to renew US focus on the 
Indo-Pacifi c region and look 
beyond confl icts in the Middle 
East and Europe that have con-
sumed much of the administra-
tion’s attention since Trump’s 
return to offi ce in January.

Rubio meets China’s Wang

Rubio’s makes fi rst Asia trip 
amid tariffs angst

Wang meeting to establish 
baseline for more talks, 
Rubio says

Wang tells Southeast Asian 
counterparts US tariffs are 
abusive

‘I think it’s coming’ Rubio 
says of Trump-Xi meeting

ASEAN ministers say tariffs 
troublesome, need to 
diversify trade

REUTERS

Sulaymaniyah, Iraq, July 
11: Thirty Kurdistan Workers 
Party (PKK) militants burned 
their weapons at the mouth of 
a cave in northern Iraq Friday, 
marking a symbolic but signif-
icant step toward ending a de-
cades-long insurgency against 
Turkey.

Footage from the ceremony 
showed the fi ghters, half of them 
women, queuing to place AK-47 
assault rifl es, bandoliers and 
other guns into a large grey caul-
dron. Flames later engulfed the 
black gun shafts pointed to the 
sky, as Kurdish, Iraqi and Turk-
ish offi cials watched nearby.

The PKK, locked in confl ict 
with the Turkish state and 
outlawed since 1984, decided 
in May to disband, disarm and 
end its separatist struggle after 
a public call to do so from its 
long-imprisoned leader Abdul-
lah Ocalan.

After a series of failed peace 
efforts, the new initiative could 
pave the way for Ankara to end 
an insurgency that has killed 
over 40,000 people, burdened 
the economy and wrought deep 
social and political divisions in 
Turkey and the wider region.

President Tayyip Erdogan 
said he hoped the PKK’s disso-
lution would bolster Turkish 
security and regional stabili-
ty. “May God grant us success 
in achieving our goals on this 

path we walk for the security 
of our country, the peace of our 
nation, and the establishment 
of lasting peace in our region,” 
he said on X.

Friday’s ceremony was held 
at the entrance of the Jasana 
cave in the town of Dukan, 60 
km (37 miles) northwest of Su-
laymaniyah in the Kurdistan 
region of Iraq’s north.

The fi ghters, in beige mili-
tary fatigues, were fl anked by 
four commanders including 
senior PKK fi gure Bese Hozat, 
who read a statement in Turk-
ish declaring the group’s deci-
sion to disarm.

Kurdish PKK militants 
burn weapons in Iraq 
to launch disarmament

Disarmament process begins in 
northern Iraq after long-jailed 

leader calls on PKK to disband

Ceremony attended by Turkish, 
Iraqi offi cials and pro-Kurdish 

DEM party

Disarmament could bolster 
regional stability, including 

in Syria

Kurds want Turkey’s Erdogan, 
parliament to address 

demands for more rights as part 
of peace push

Ex-PM Nepal, ex-deputy PM Gautam 
agree to unify their communist parties
Kathmandu: Nepal’s former prime minister 
Madhav Kumar Nepal and former deputy premier 
Bamdev Gautam have agreed to unify their 
respective parties, according to a media report 
Friday. In a joint statement, Nepal and Gautam 
said the decision to unify CPN (Unifi ed Socialist) 
and CPN Ekta Rastriya Abhiyan respectively was 
made in view of the “historical necessity” of 
uniting Nepal’s communist movement, Republica 
newspaper reported. Madhav Nepal’s party has 
10 members in the House of Representatives 
(lower house) and eight members in the National 
Assembly (upper house) while Gautam’s party 
has no representation in either house. The formal 
merger will be announced July 18 at the National 
Assembly Hall in Kathmandu, the newspaper said 
quoting the statement. Last month, Nepal, who is 
also chairman of the CPN-Unifi ed Socialist, was 
charged by Nepal’s anti-graft agency in a land 
misappropriation case. The Commission for the 
Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA) fi led a 
case at a special court against Madhav Nepal and 
92 others for their alleged involvement in the land 
deal with a private company.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Colombo, July 11: Sri Lanka’s 
main Tamil party Friday asked 
the government to take decisive 
action to “uncover the truth” at 
an ongoing excavation site be-
lieved to be a mass grave linked 
to a bloody confl ict that ended 
in 2009.

“We urge urgent and decisive 
action to uncover the truth, en-
sure forensic protocols meet in-
ternationally recognised stan-
dards and bring perpetrators 
to justice,” the Ilankai Tamil 
Arasu Kachchi (ITAK) wrote 
in a letter to President Anura 
Kummara Dissanayake.

Earlier this year, skeletal re-
mains were discovered during 
redevelopment work at Chem-
mani in the northern Jaffna 
peninsula’s Ariyalai cremato-
rium.

Thereafter, the Jaffna Magis-
trate’s Court offi cially declared 
it a mass grave and ordered a 
court supervised excavation.

In 1998 also, Chemmani had 
been suspected to be a mass 
grave and a 1999 excavation had 
led to the discovery of 15 skele-
tons. The ITAK said Chemma-
ni and several other suspected 
mass graves in the north and 
east “constitute clear evidence 
of war crimes and a genocidal 
campaign against the Tamil 
population”.

The party claimed that in the 
latest excavation, over 40 skele-
tons, including of infants, have 
emerged.

It urged President Dissanay-
ake to hold forensic inquiries 
with international experts on 
the fi ndings of both excavations 
in order to deliver justice.

In May 2009, the Sri Lankan 
Army declared victory over 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), which for three 
decades had run a parallel ad-
ministration in the northern 
and eastern part of the country 
in their quest to set up a sep-
arate Tamil homeland. Some 
27,000 troops lost their lives over 
the three decades out of which 
over 6,200 soldiers and 22,000 
LTTE cadres died in the fi nal 
phase which began in July 2006.

Lankan Tamil party 
demands justice 
for mass graves

SNIPPET
India presents candidature for 
Int'l Maritime Organisation Council
London: India has presented its candidature for re-
election to the International Maritime Organisation 
(IMO) Council at the organisation’s 134th session in 
London, where the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways highlighted key aspects of maritime safety 
and gender inclusivity. At a special India-themed 
reception at the IMO Headquarters on Thursday 
evening, Ministry Secretary TK Ramachandran 
and Indian High Commissioner to the UK Vikram 
Doraiswami announced the decision to seek re-election 
in Category B of the Council. The election for the 
2025-26 biennium will take place at the organisation’s 
Assembly later this year and follows India’s re-election 
with the highest tally back in December 2023. “India 
embraces the philosophy of One Earth, One Family, 
One Future, and we bring this vision to life through 
fostering robust and collaborative maritime efforts,” 
said Ramachandran in his address at the reception. 
“Under our Vision 2047, we see maritime growth as 
a corner of global progress, and we deeply value a 
growing engagement with the IMO and its member 
states… we have several pillars, including shipbuilding, 
ship recycling, ship fi nancing, ship ownership and ship 
fl agging, the entire ecosystem,” he said.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kyiv, July 11: By day, the 
Ukrainian capital hums with 
life — crowded metros, dog 
walkers and children on play-
grounds. By night, Kyiv be-
comes a battleground as Russia 
unleashes relentless drone and 
missile attacks that chase much 
of the population underground 
for safety.

The nighttime assaults have 
intensifi ed in the fourth year of 
the full-scale invasion, with the 
number of drones sometimes 
exceeding 700. Swarms of 1,000 

drones could soon become the 
norm, offi cials say.

Many people in Kyiv describe 
the recent attacks as the most 
terrifying of the war, and even 
residents who previously ig-
nored sirens have been driven 
into bomb shelters in the sub-
way system. “During the day, 
you walk around, drink coffee, 
smile, meet friends, talk, have 
hobbies, chill,” said 25-year-
old Karyna Holf. “But at night, 
you brace for death every time 
you hear the sound of a Shahed 
drone or a missile.”

A Russian attack Thursday 

badly damaged her apartment. 
She was in the living room near 
a window when she heard the 
whistling sound of an incoming 
weapon. Moments later, the 

home shattered into pieces. She 
was lucky to survive.

The constant proximity to 
death often fuels dark humour. 
At night, many are paralysed by 

fear. But by day, they joke that 
they don’t sleep naked, just in 
case they end up under rubble 
and rescuers have to pull them 
out. “It’s like a computer game 
where you try to survive and 
still remain functional,” said 
35-year-old Danylo Kuzemskyi, 
describing the balance between 
daily life and war.

The buzzing of drones — of-
ten ending in explosions — and 
the constant thud of air defenc-
es can last for hours. The noise 
leaves many people chronically 
exhausted from lack of sleep.

The drones blanket wide 

areas of the city, covered in 
darkness pierced only by the 
fl ashes of air defence fi re. The 
air is fi lled with smoke and the 
smell of gunpowder.

Since the beginning of the 
year, more than 800 sites in Ky-
iv have been hit, including over 
600 residential buildings, said 
the head of the Kyiv city admin-
istration, Tymur Tkachenko.

“They are deliberately hit-
ting apartment buildings and 
urban districts,” he said. “This 
is their tactic — to spread fear 
and increase the number of ci-
vilian casualties.”

Ukraine’s capital buzzes during day but it’s battleground at night

A Bosnian Muslim woman reacts amid grave stones of victims killed during the Srebrenica genocide, at the 
Srebrenica Genocide Memorial in Potocari, Bosnia and Herzegovina                                     REUTERS
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GOLD `99,370/10 G;
SILVER RALLIES `1,500/KG
Gold prices climbed by `700 to `99,370 per 10 grams in the 
national capital on Friday tracking safe-haven demand as 
heightened global trade tensions stoked investor worries. 
According to the All India Sarafa Association, the precious 
metal of 99.9 per cent purity had closed at `98,670 per 10 
grams Thursday. Gold of 99.5 per cent purity jumped by `600 
to `98,800 per 10 grams (inclusive of all taxes). It had ended 
at `98,200 per 10 grams in the previous market close.

There has to be greater 
cybersecurity aware-

ness. There has to be greater 
awareness of making sure that 
we pay adequate attention to 
the space so that capacity is de-
veloped in the country, because 
this is one space where we can-
not depend on anybody else
S KRISHNAN  | ELECTRONICS AND IT SECRETARY

Merc retail sales surge 
New Delhi: Luxury car maker 
Mercedes-Benz India Friday 
reported a 10 per  cent year-
on-year increase in retail sales 
at 4,238 units in the April-June 
quarter, aided by robust off-
take of top-end luxury models 
and battery electric vehicles.  
The Pune-based luxury car 
market leader, which sold 3,850 
units in the fi rst quarter of 
the last fi nancial year, said it 
turned out to be the best fi rst 
quarter sales performance 
for the company so far in the 
country. The company said 
sales of top-end vehicles grew 
by 20 per cent year-on-year 
in the April-June period, with 
strong demand for S-Class, 
Maybach and AMGs. The sales 
of Battery Electric Vehicles 
(BEVs) rose by 157 per cent, 
accounting for 8 per cent of the 
company's total sales.

Avenue Supermarts
Q1 marginally down 
New Delhi: Avenue Superm-
arts Ltd Friday reported a 
marginal decline in consolidat-
ed net profi t to `772.81 crore 
in the fi rst quarter ended June 
30, 2025, impacted by higher 
expenses. The company, which 
runs supermarket chain under 
the brand DMart, had posted 
a consolidated net profi t of 
`773.68 crore in the April-June 
quarter last fi scal, Avenue Su-
permarts Ltd said in a regulato-
ry fi ling. Consolidated revenue 
from operations in the fi rst 
quarter stood at `16,359.7 crore 
against `14,069.14 crore in the 
year-ago period, it added. Total 
expenses in the fi rst quarter 
was higher at ` 15,321.66 crore 
compared to `13,056.61 crore 
in the corresponding period 
last fi scal.

Forex reserves drop
MUMBAI: India's forex reserves 
dropped by $3.049 billion to 
$699.736 billion in the week 
ended July 4, the RBI said Friday. 
Previously, the overall reserves 
had jumped by $4.849 billion to 
$702.784 billion. The reserves 
had touched an all-time high 
of $704.885 billion in end-Sep-
tember 2024. For the week 
ended July 4, foreign currency 
assets, a major component of 
the reserves, dropped by $3.537 
billion to $591.287 billion, the 
data released Friday showed. 
Expressed in dollar terms, the 
foreign currency assets include 
the effect of appreciation or 
depreciation of non-US units like 
the euro, pound and yen held in 
the foreign exchange reserves. 
The gold reserves were up by 
$342 million to $84.846 billion 
during the week, the RBI said. 
The Special Drawing Rights 
(SDRs) were up by $39 million 
to $18.868 billion, the apex bank 
said. India's reserve position 
with the IMF jumped by $107 
million to $4.735 billion in the 
reporting week, the apex bank 
data showed.

SHORT TAKES

Exporters are 
now burdened 
with a dual 

regulatory bottle-
neck - domestically 
through CDSCO's 
NOC/new drug 
classifi cation delays, and interna-
tionally due to slower regulatory 
submissions and approvals abroad

K RAJA BHANU  | DG, PHARMEXCIL

Real estate 
developers 
should focus 

on online market-
ing of properties 
to boost their sales 
and help consum-
ers in faster decision making

 DURGA SHANKAR MISHRA  | FORMER SECRE-
TARY, HOUSING AND URBAN AFFAIRS MINISTRY

uoteu

The mem-
bership 
application 

of AITeC should be 
seen as Pakistan's 
way of gaining 
access to our 
R&D and technology with the aim 
of weaponizing AI through their 
specialized labs 

ARVIND GUPTA   |  CO-FOUNDER, DIF
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New Delhi, July 11: Switzer-
land has fi nally completed the 
ratifi cation process for a land-
mark trade deal between India 
and the European Free Trade 
Association (EFTA) that would 
reduce trade barriers and sig-
nifi cantly open up the Indian 
market to Swiss exports.

Swiss Ambassador to India 
Maya Tissafi  described Switzer-
land's ratifi cation of the trade 
pact as a "signifi cant milestone" 
in her country's bilateral rela-
tionship with New Delhi. The 
envoy told that the Trade and 
Economic Partnership Agree-
ment (TEPA) is expected to 
come into force in October.

Under the mega trade pact, 
the EFTA States of Iceland, 
Liechtenstein, Norway and 
Switzerland are looking at 
making an investment of $100 
billion in India over the next 
15 years. Iceland, Liechtenstein 
and Norway have already rati-
fi ed the trade deal.

In March, the four-nation Eu-
ropean grouping signed the TE-
PA with India following nearly 
16 years of negotiations.

"At midnight yesterday 
(Swiss time), the referendum 
deadline for the EFTA-India 
TEPA offi cially expired. With 
no referendum, the Swiss peo-
ple have expressed their tacit 

approval of the agreement," Tis-
safi  said in a social media post.

Switzerland's ratifi cation of 
the trade pact came more than 
seven months after the Swiss 
Council of States approved it.

"The TEPA paves the way 
for long-term cooperation be-
tween our countries. Apart 
from reduced tariffs, it will help 
streamline customs procedures, 
enhance intellectual proper-
ty protections and establish a 
framework for sustainable trade 
practices," Tissafi  said.

Most importantly, the EFTA 
states will invest $100 billion 
and create one million (10 lakh) 
jobs in India over 15 years, she 
said, adding that this will be a 
"win-win situation" for all coun-
tries involved.

Currently, Switzerland is the 

12th-largest investor in India. 
Swiss investments in India 
have grown exponentially over 
the last 25 years, rising from 
CHF 551 million (approximate-
ly `5,935 crore) in 2000 to CHF 
10 billion (Rs 1,07,736 crore) in 
2024, the envoy said.

"The TEPA is expected to en-
ter into force in October, date 
upon which the agreement 
will be effective. Of course, in 
the specifi c domain of trade 
in goods, some categories of 
products will be subject to pro-
gressive dismantling periods, 
spanning over 10 years in some 
cases," she added.

Tissafi  said the Swiss gov-
ernment's priority would be 
to successfully implement the 
TEPA for the Swiss companies 
that want to invest in India.

More than 330 Swiss compa-
nies are present in India in sec-
tors such as engineering, ser-
vices, precision instruments, 
chemicals and pharmaceuti-
cals, while Indian companies 
are present in Switzerland in 
sectors such as IT, pharmaceu-
ticals and machinery.

On the overall India-Swit-
zerland ties, Tissafi  said the 
bilateral relations have evolved 
over the last 77 years, since the 
two countries signed the Treaty 
of Friendship.

"Our multi-sectoral cooper-
ation covers diverse areas, in-
cluding diplomacy, economy, 
trade and investment, educa-
tion, research and innovation, 
skills development, vocational 
education and training, devel-
opment, climate change and 
disaster-risk reduction, and 
culture. This relationship has 
been reinforced over the years 
through regular high-level vis-
its," she said.

From signing the TEPA last 
March to the implementing of 
projects in the fi elds of climate 
change, disaster-risk reduction 
and environment. The plat-
form connects Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology (IITs) and 
Swiss technical high schools 
and universities with leading 
private companies from both 
countries to foster strategic 
innovation partnerships.

INDIA-EFTA TRADE DEAL
In March, the four-nation European grouping signed the TEPA with India following nearly 16 years of negotiations
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New Delhi, July 11: Global EV 
giant Tesla is all set to formally 
debut in the Indian market next 
week with the opening of its 
fi rst experience centre at Mum-
bai's Bandra Kurla Complex.

The Elon Musk-led fi rm has 
sent out select invites present-
ing the inaugural event, July 
15 as the "launch of Tesla in 
India".

As per industry experts, the 
Austin-headquartered compa-
ny has already shipped in fi rst 
set of cars, apparently Model Y 
rear-wheel drive SUVs, from its 
China plant. Last month, Tesla 
India took on lease 24,565 square 
feet warehousing space in 
Lodha Logistics Park in Mum-
bai for a period of fi ve years.

In June, Union Heavy Indus-
tries Minister HD Kumaras-

wamy stated that the electric 
carmaker is not interested in 
manufacturing cars in India 
but keen on establishing show-
rooms in the country. However, 
US President Donald Trump 
has shared his views over Tesla 
launch in India.  

The electric car maker was 
seeking an initial tariff con-
cession that would allow it to 
offset 70 per cent of customs 
duty for cars priced less than 
$40,000, and 100 per cent for cars 
of higher value.

 However, earlier this year, 
the government announced a 
special scheme for the EV man-
ufacturers to invest in India 
because it  recognises the need 
for a vibrant EV ecosystem as 
greater use of battery-run vehi-
cles will cut carbon emissions 
as well as the staggering oil 
import bill.

Tesla gears up 
for India debut
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Mumbai, July 11: Equity 
benchmark indices Sensex and 
Nifty declined for the third ses-
sion in a row Friday, dropping 
nearly 1 per cent.

30-share BSE Sensex tanked 
689.81 points or 0.83 per cent to 
settle at 82,500.47. As many as 
2,450 stocks declined while 1,557 
advanced and 158 remained un-
changed on the BSE. Similarly, 
the 50-share NSE Nifty dropped 
205.40 points or 0.81 per cent to 
25,149.85. On the weekly front, 
the BSE benchmark dropped 
932.42 points or 1.11 per cent, and 
the Nifty tanked 311.15 points or 
1.22 per cent.

Mahindra & Mahindra, Bharti 
Airtel, Tata Motors, Titan, HCL 
Tech, Bajaj Finance, Reliance In-
dustries, Trent, Infosys and HD-
FC Bank were among the other 
major laggards from the pack. 
Meanwhile, shares of Hindustan 
Unilever Ltd (HUL) surged 4.61 
per cent. Axis Bank, NTPC, Eter-
nal and State Bank of India were 
also among the gainers.

The BSE smallcap gauge de-
clined 0.70 per cent, and the mid-
cap index dropped 0.65 per cent.

On BSE sectoral indicators, 
teck tumbled 1.85 per cent, BSE 
Focused IT tanked 1.77 per cent, 
IT (1.65 per cent), auto (1.72 per 
cent), oil & gas (1.28 per cent), 
consumer discretionary (1.23 
per cent), and telecommunica-
tion (1.22 per cent).

Sensex tanks 690 pts
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New Delhi, July 11: US Pres-
ident Donald Trump has pro-
posed a 10 per cent tariff on all 
BRICS nations for conducting 
trade in non-dollar currencies, 
overlooking that such moves 
were prompted by Washington's 
own economic and geopolitical 
actions, economic think tank 
The Global Trade Research Ini-
tiative (GTRI) said Friday.

BRICS members are India, 
Brazil, Russia, China, South 
Africa, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 
United Arab Emirates, Ethio-
pia, Indonesia, and Iran.

GTRI said US sanctions and 
SWIFT bans on countries like 

Russia, Iran, and Venezuela, 
have blocked dollar-based pay-
ments, forcing nations like In-
dia and China to trade in local 
currencies with Russia.

 SWIFT is a global messaging 
system that routes payment 
instructions between banks 
worldwide.

"The shift from dollar wasn't 
a revolt; it was the only route 
left," GTRI Founder Ajay Sri-
vastava said, adding "over 90 
per cent of Russia-?China trade 
is now settled in rubles or yuan; 
India pays for Russian oil in ru-
pees and dirhams; even Saudi 
Arabia is open to non-dollar 
oil trade -- cracking the 1970s 
petrodollar pact".

 "Trump ignores the fact 
that it is US actions that forced 
countries to search for the dol-
lar alternatives in the fi rst 
place," it said.

 He added that Trump's 10 per 
cent tariff plan on BRICS and 
500 per cent penalty on coun-
tries buying Russian oil makes 
it diffi cult for countries to ne-
gotiate trade deals with the US. 

"In essence these deals are 
MASALA deals -- Mutually 
Agreed Settlements Achieved 
through Leveraged Arm... India 
must stay cautious," he said.

 Srivastava further explained 
that SWIFT connects over 
11,000 banks in over 200 coun-
tries and was designed to be a 
neutral platform for trade-relat-
ed payments.

But under US pressure, he 
said, SWIFT has blocked access 
to countries under American 
sanctions, like Iran, Venezuela, 
and Russia.

"As a result, countries im-
porting oil and gas from sanc-
tioned suppliers had no option 
but to bypass the dollar. India 

pays for Russian crude in ru-
pees and UAE dirhams through 
non-SWIFT channels. China 
uses yuan to settle Russian gas 
trade. This isn't an anti-dollar 
strategy -- it's a survival mech-
anism triggered by US sanc-
tions," the GTRI said.

 "India has rejected China's 
call for a BRICS common cur-
rency," Srivastava said.

On the issue of trading in 
local currencies, he said it is a 
country's sovereign right as 
with proper planning local 
currency trade can cut trans-
action costs by up to 4 per 
cent by avoiding double-dol-
lar conversions at both the 
buyer and seller end. 

US actions pushing countries to seek dollar alternatives for trade

POST NEWS NETWORK

Lanjigarh, Kalahandi, July 
11: Vedanta Aluminium, In-
dia’s largest aluminium pro-
ducer, showcased the role of 
women-led enterprises from 
Kalahandi at Vikas Mela 2025, 
hosted to mark the fi rst an-
niversary of BJP led Odisha 
government. The company 
showcased products from its 
fl agship women empower-
ment initiative Project Sakhi, 
celebrating the entrepreneurial 
spirit of rural women, shaping 
Kalahandi’s development.

Through a vibrant display 
of handmade products crafted 
by women-led Self-Help Groups 
(SHGs), the company’s stall 
drew widespread appreciation 
from dignitaries including SP-
awar Sachin, District Magis-
trate of Kalahandi, and senior 
representatives from Odisha 
Rural Development and Mar-
keting Society (ORMAS), In-
tegrated Tribal Development 
Agency (ITDA), and the Dis-
trict Planning and Monitoring 
Unit (DPMU). Pranab Kumar 
Bhattacharyya, CEO – Vedanta 
Alumina Business, said, “The 
development of Kalahandi 
is intrinsically linked to the 

empowerment of its people. 
At Vedanta Aluminium, we 
believe women are the cor-
nerstone of inclusive growth. 
Through Project Sakhi, we 
are enabling them to become 
self-reliant entrepreneurs and 
active agents of socio-econom-
ic change.”

Project Sakhi’s presence at the 
Vikas Mela offered rural women 
a valuable platform to showcase 
their products. It aligns seam-
lessly with Vedanta’s broader 
vision of transforming Kalah-
andi through focused interven-
tions in sustainable livelihoods, 
healthcare, education, infra-
structure, and grassroots sports 
and culture, thereby reshaping 
the region’s future.

Launched in 2016, Project 
Sakhi has steadily evolved 
into a cornerstone of women’s 
development in Kalahandi 
district – home to Vedanta’s 
world-class alumina refi nery. 
It supports over 4,900 women 
across 4,701 SHGs. By provid-
ing comprehensive training, 
leadership mentoring, and 
market access across farm 
and non-farm sectors, the ini-
tiative is helping build sustain-
able livelihoods and fostering 
fi nancial independence. 

Vedanta's Project Sakhi 
promotes women-led biz

Net direct tax 
mop-up dips
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 11: Net direct 
tax collection fell 1.34 per cent to 
about `5.63 lakh crore till July 
10 of the current fi nancial year, 
mainly on account on higher re-
funds, according to government 
data released  Friday. 

Net corporate tax collection 
dropped 3.67 per cent to around 
`2 lakh crore, from `2.07 lakh 
crore in the year-ago period. 
Non-corporate tax (which in-
cludes individuals, HUFs and 
fi rms) mop-up stood fl at at `3.45 
lakh crore between April 1 and 
June 10, 2025. Securities trans-
action tax (STT) collection was 
`17,874 crore till July 10.

Total net collections stood 
at `5.63 lakh crore, registering 
a decline of 1.34 per cent over 
`5.70 lakh crore collected in the 
year-ago period. 

Net refunds issued so far this 
fi scal year jumped 38 per cent 
to `1.02 lakh crore. Gross col-
lections (before refunds) stood 
at `6.65 lakh crore from April 
1-July 10, posting a 3.17 per cent 
growth over `6.44 lakh crore in 
the year-ago period. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA  

New Delhi, July 11: Social 
media platform X has slashed 
subscription fees for account 
holders in India by up to 48 per 
cent, according to updates on 
its portal.

The social media fi rm has 
slashed premium account sub-
scription fee for mobile app by 
about 48 per cent to `470 from 
`900 it charged earlier on a 
monthly basis.

The subscribers of premium 
and premium-plus service at X 
get a checkmark next to their 
name or id.

Similarly, X has reduced pre-
mium subscription fee by about 
34 per cent for web accounts to 
`427 from `650 charged earlier.

The charges for premium 
subscription on mobile apps are 

higher at `470 due to additional 
fees charged by app stores.

The company has slashed 
monthly subscription for basic 
subscribers on their handle by 
30 per cent to `170 from `243.75 
earlier.

 The basic account holder 
gets featured to enable them to 
edit posts, write longer posts, 
background video playback and 

they can download videos.
 The reduction is about 34 

per cent for the annual sub-
scription fee of basic account, 
which will be billed `1,700 on 
an annual basis, down from 
`2,590.48 charged earlier.

 The premium plus subscrip-
tion of X account now cost users 
about 26 per cent less at `2,570 
on web compared to `3,470 
charged earlier.

The premium plus accounts 
on X are completely ad free; 
holders can write articles, get 
access to SuperGrok with Grok 
4. These services are not avail-
able for premium and basic ac-
count holders.

The mobile version of pre-
mium plus subscription will 
cost users `3,000 compared to 
around `5,100 that had to pay 
earlier on a monthly basis.

X slashes subscription fees
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V-Guard launches AirWiz series
MUMBAI: V-Guard Industries Limited, 
India’s leading brand in consumer 
electronics and electricals, introduces 
the AirWiz Series, a cutting-edge range 
of energy-effi cient BLDC ceiling fans. The 
lineup includes four thoughtfully engineered 
models: AirWiz Light, AirWiz Prime, AirWiz 
Plus, and AirWiz N, each tailored to meet 
diverse lifestyle needs. Air Wiz fans deliver 
a top speed of 370 RPM powered by a robust 
motor consuming merely 35W power, 
boasting energy effi ciency while delivering 
high-speed airfl ow.  AirWiz Light, the 
fl agship model, features an integrated under-light, combining illumination with air comfort to transform 
living spaces. AirWiz Prime follows closely, boasting a distinctive UI LED indicator that subtly displays 
the fan’s speed level. Mithun Chittilappilly, Managing Director, V-Guard Industries Ltd commented,“The 
launch of the AirWiz BLDC fan marks a signifi cant milestone in V-Guard’s journey towards building more 
energy-effi cient homes for our consumers. The fan category continues to be a strategic pillar for our 
business, both in terms of growth and innovation. With rising consumer awareness around sustainability 
and energy savings, BLDC technology is not just the future—it is the need of the hour." Ramachandran 
V, Director & COO, V-Guard Industries Ltd, further added, “At V-Guard, our focus has always been on 
delivering value-driven innovations that shape a smarter tomorrow. The Air Wiz series is a testament to 
this vision—seamlessly blending sleek design and powerful performance. These are more than just fans; 
they’re crafted to elevate everyday living through enhanced comfort, better hygiene, and exceptional 
cooling effi ciency, all tailored to the needs of the modern lifestyle.” 
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It’s time for METTLE MEET. 
An initiative by the state’s 
only home grown English 
daily, OrissaPOST to revive 
quizzing in Odisha. This year, 
the Preliminaries will take 
place August 9 and the Grand 
Finale August 10. Like 
in the previous years, top 
educational institutions of the 
State both from schools and 
higher education institutions 
will be competing for 
Prizes worth `3,50,000 

&  the Champions 
Title in both Junior and 
Senior segments. 

Everyone will have to mail their answers to 
mettlemeet@orissapost.com

Answers to the questions will follow the next day. The 
names of the winners will also be announced along 
with their pictures.

Answers mailed between 8.00am to 6.00pm each day 
will be considered valid. 

OrissaPOST’s decision on all entries will be fi nal. No 
complaints will be entertained. 

Participants must send their entries with a passport 
size photograph, mobile numbers and residential 
address. Otherwise the entries will not be entertained.

There can be only one winner from one family.

Invitation cards to the winners will only be issued on 
presentation of Valid ID proof – Voter Card, Aadhaar 
Card, Driving License, Passport, School ID card (In 
case of students till Class XI)

No employee or families of OrissaPOST team can 
be part of the competition.

RULES & REGULATIONS

As a reader of OrissaPOST, this is a chance for you 
to be part of the exciting Grand Finale if you can 
give correct answers in the daily quiz. Starting 

July 01,2025 there will be one question each day for you to 
answer till July 31, 2025. Every day two winners will be 
selected from correct entries.Then winners will be decided 
by draw of lots. The winners will be invited for the Grand 
Finale which will be conducted by a nationally acclaimed 
quizmaster. So buckle up and get set for some brainstorming.

TODAY'S QUESTION

ANSWER TO FRIDAY’S QUESTION

THE TWO LUCKY WINNERS

Others who answered correctly are

Born on this day in 1997, who is the 
youngest Nobel Prize laureate in 
history? July 12 is recognized in her 

name by the United Nations.

World Population Day

Niranjan Nayak, Saswat Sourabh, Parameswar Dalai, 
Om Prakash Rath, Tanishna Bisoi, Pratyush Dhal, 
Shoumik Jena, Amar Kumar Jena,  Jigyansa Priyadarshini, 
Alok Ranjan Sahoo, Debadatta Tripathy, Ruchismita Prusty, 
R Sekhar Rao & Abha Priyadarshini

MANTU BHUYAN SHAKTI PRASAD DAS

Karachi: Pakistan is set to review the security situation in India 
before taking a call on sending its national hockey team to the 
neighbouring country for the upcoming Asia Cup and Junior World 
Cup later this year. A top government offi cial has said that the 
national team will not be sent to India if there are security threats 
to them. Rana Mashood, who is the chairman of Prime Minister’s 
Youth Development and Sports Programme, said that Pakistan 
would travel to India for the tournaments if the government was 
totally satisfi ed with the security situation. “The government 
will review the security situation in India for Pakistani nationals 
and if it is not satisfi ed it will not put any of our players at risk by 
sending them to play in India,” Mashood, a former minister said.
He pointed out that after India’s Operation Sindoor, the situation 
is not safe for Pakistani nationals to travel to India. The Pakistan 
Hockey Federation (PHF) has sought advice and permission from 
concerned ministries to send national teams for the two major 
hockey events scheduled in India with next month’s Asia Cup also 
serving as a qualifi er for the next World Cup in 2026. 

PAK TO SEND HOCKEY TEAM 
AFTER REVIEWING THREATS

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 11: Sohail 
Khan made history in Bul-
garia as he became the fi rst 
Indian to reach the fi nal of 
the Kudo World Cup, secur-
ing the silver medal, but his 
decade-long journey began 
in the most interesting way 
possible. 

Hailing from Sagar, 
Madhya Pradesh, Sohail 
described himself as a noto-
rious kid in school, which 
ultimately led to his being 
suspended in the fi fth class. 
Upon his return from sus-
pension, he was determined 
to change his image in front 
of those around him.

In an exclusive conver-
sation, Sohail revealed his 
journey, why he chose Ku-
do as a discipline, and more.

“I was suspended from 

school in the fi fth grade. I 
was a notorious student, 
never studied, and hardly 
played any sports. I used 
to notice that students who 
used to be good at sports 
were recognised in the 
assemblies. I saw it as an 
opportunity to change my 
image to a good boy. The 
school head coach, Moham-
mad Aijaz Khan, who is also 
my personal coach, suggest-
ed that I should start Karate, 
which is where my Martial 
Arts journey started before 
settling on Kudo,” Sohail 
told.

After getting a walkover 
against Pakistan’s Abdulla, 
as the athlete missed his 
weight mark, Sohail de-
feated hometown favourite 
Rusev Radoslav 1-0 in the 
quarterfi nals. He breezed 
past Lithuania’s Andzej 

Voinius to register a domi-
nant 4-0 victory.

In the gold medal bout, 
Sohail could not get over 
the fi nal hurdle against 
France’s Quentin Mira-
mont but pushed him to the 
limits, forcing the referee 
to extend the bout to a rare 
third round for the fi rst time 
in the World Cup.

“It’s a great feeling for 

me and the people around 
me. Winning a medal for 
India, and that too for the 
fi rst time, it’s a great hon-
our,” Sohail refl ected on his 
achievement.

The 25-year-old spoke 
highly of his coach, describ-
ing him as a ‘father fi gure’ 
and humbly admitted that 
he does not know where he 
would be today if it had not 

been for the tutelage of Mo-
hammad Aijaz Khan.

“He is like a father fi gure 
to me. I used to hate him 
in school because he was 
the only teacher who used 
to scold me, hit me, while 
other teachers did not even 
talk to me. Over time, I real-
ised those who scold you are 
the ones who actually care 
about you. If there is anyone 
I listen to anyone after my 
father, it is him. If I were not 
under his guidance, my life 
would have been in a differ-
ent direction,” he added.

“I am from Sagar, Madhya 
Pradesh. Before going into 
Kudo, I was into Karate and 
other combat sports, but Ku-
do appealed to me because 
when I was learning Kara-
te, I was only using kicks, 
when I was boxing, I was 
only learning how to punch. 

Kudo is a combination of all 
combat forms,” he said.

With a silver medal in 
the Kudo World Cup and 
a bronze medal at the 2024 
Eurasian Cup now in his 
bag, Sohail has already shift-
ed his focus to a busy 2025 
that awaits him, including 
the vital 2025 Kudo Asia 
Cup, scheduled to be played 
in Tokyo.

“The Asian Cup trials be-
gin in Gujarat next month. 
First, we need to qualify for 
that. I am aiming for a top-
of-the-podium fi nish there. 
We have the district and 
state tournaments, followed 
by the offi cial nationals and 
Akshay Kumar Interna-
tional Tournament, which 
is the icing on the cake in 
terms of experience before 
the Asian Cup in Tokyo,” 
he concluded.

How a suspension in Class V fuelled Sohail to a historic win

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, July 11: Two-
time Paralympic champion 
Sumit Antil reaffirmed his 
dominance by clinching 
the men’s javelin throw 
(F12 & F64) gold day 1 of 
the 7th Indian Open Para 
Athletics Championship 
here Friday.

Haryana’s Antil sent the 
spear to an outstanding 
72.25m to be on the top step 
of the podium. His compa-
triot Manjeet secured silver 
with a commendable effort 
of 54.56m, while Pradeep Ku-
mar of SSCB earned bronze 
with a 45.17m throw.

This edition of the cham-
pionship holds critical im-
portance as it serves as the 
fi nal selection trial for the 
Indian contingent heading 
to the prestigious New Del-
hi 2025 World Para Athletics 
Championships later this 
year.

In the F40 & F41 javelin 
category, Haryana’s golden 
streak continued with Par-
is Paralympics champion 
Navdeep Singh throwing 
42.63m to secure top hon-
ours. Prince, also from 
Haryana, bagged the silver 
medal with a 31.90-meter 
effort, and Delhi’s Ritender 
completed the podium with 
a 30.85-m throw.

In the javelin F46 cate-
gory, Rajasthan’s Sundar 

Singh Gujjar emerged victo-
rious with a throw of 64.53m, 
narrowly edging out Hary-
ana’s Rinku Hooda (63.98m) 
and Uttar Pradesh’s Ajeet 
Singh (63.25m).

On the track, Uttar 
Pradesh’s Preeti Pal daz-
zled the crowd in the wom-
en’s 100m (T35, T37 & T42) 
by winning gold with an 
impressive 15-second sprint.

She was followed by Gu-
jarat’s Bina Mordiay, who 
clocked 17.20s, while Hary-
ana’s Avani claimed bronze 
at 20.40s.

In the Women’s 100m (T12 
& T13) category, Simran 
from Uttar Pradesh contin-
ued her fi ne form fi nishing 
in 12.30s to take the gold, 
ahead of Odisha’s Janaki 
Oram (14.20s) and Goa’s 
Sakshi Kale (14.90s).

In men’s shot put (F56 & 
F57), the Services Sports 
Control Board (SSCB) exe-
cuted a clean sweep, with 
Hokato Sema claiming gold 
with a throw of 14.88m, 
followed by Soman Rana 
(14.66m) and Shubham Juyal 
(13.58m).

Telangana’s Deepthi Je-
evanji dominated the wom-
en’s 400m (T11, T12, T13 & 
T20) event, clocking 56.70s 
to win gold. Gujarat’s Dam-
or Tejal Amaraji (58.70 sec-
onds) and Haryana’s Bhuvi 
Agarwal (1:09.60) completed 
the podium.

INDIAN OPEN PARA 
ATHLETICS C’SHIP DAY 1

Gold for Sumit, Preeti 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 11: 
Over 150 athletes from 
more than 10 countries will 
compete across 20 events 
at next month’s World Ath-
letics Continental Tour – a 
bronze-level global meet – to 
be held here, Odisha Sports 
Minister Suryabanshi Suraj 
announced Friday.

Athletes from India, 
Turkmenistan, Bhutan, the 
Philippines, South Korea, 
Malaysia, Iraq, Vietnam, 
the Republic of Cameroon, 
Sri Lanka, Iran and the Mal-
dives will participate in the 
competition to be held at the 
Kalinga Stadium August 10.

“Hosting the World Ath-
letics Continental Tour for 
the fi rst time in our state 
refl ects our commitment 
to sporting excellence. We 
are taking all necessary 
steps to ensure the event's 
smooth and successful con-
duct—from world-class in-

frastructure to hospitality,” 
the minister said.

“Our athletes have brought 
laurels to the state by excel-
ling in various global com-
petitions. I am confi dent 
they will deliver outstanding 
performances in this tourna-
ment as well,” he added. The 
Continental Tour is an an-
nual series of track and fi eld 
competitions held under the 
aegis of World Athletics and 
it forms the second tier of 
international one-day meet-
ings after the prestigious Di-
amond League. The bronze 
level Tour meet is below the 
gold and silver levels.

Athletics Federation of In-
dia (AFI) Secretary General 
Sandeep Mehta said, “We 
are proud to host the World 
Athletics Continental Tour 
(bronze level) in India. With 
world-class athletes compet-
ing, this promises to be a 
spectacular event and Odisha 
provides the perfect setting 
for its successful conduct.”

Odisha to host World 
Athletics Continental Tour

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, July 11: Either 
Amanda Anisimova or Iga 
Swiatek will leave the All 
England Club’s grass courts 
as Wimbledon’s eighth con-
secutive fi rst-time women’s 
champion.

Why has there been such a 
revolving door? Chris Evert 
has some thoughts about 
various elements that, as she 
put it ahead of Saturday’s fi -
nal, “make it diffi cult to feel 
completely secure and confi -
dent on this elusive surface.”

For one, there’s the amount 
of talent in the game — “deep-
er now than ever,” said Evert, 
a Hall of Famer who won 
three of her 18 Grand Slam 
titles at Wimbledon in the 
1970s and 1980s and was the 
runner-up six times during 
an era when Martina Navra-
tilova won a record nine sin-
gles championships there.

Plus, Evert noted, there’s 
a short turnaround after the 
red clay of the French Open, 
leaving only two to 
three weeks to prac-
tice and prepare 
for what she called 
a “polar opposite” 
surface. Another 
contributing fac-
tor are the uneven 
bounces and other 

adjustments 
required on 
grass.

And 
with no 
com-
pletely 
dominant 
fi gure 
since Sere-
na Williams 
retired after 
the 2022 

US Open, there is 
more room for 

new faces 
such as the 
13th-seed-
ed Anisi-
mova, a 
23-year-

old Amer-
ican who will 

be participat-

ing in her fi rst major fi nal 
against Swiatek, a former 
No 1 who won four trophies 
at Roland-Garros and one 
at the US Open but hadn’t 
been past the quarterfi nals 
at Wimbledon until now.

“I never even dreamt that 
it’s going to be possible for 
me to play in the fi nal,” said 
Swiatek, a 24-year-old from 
Poland who hadn’t been in a 
title match as a professional 
at any grass-court tourna-
ment until three weeks ago, 
when she was the runner-up 
at Bad Homburg, Germany. 
“I thought I experienced 

everything on the court,” 
Swiatek said. “But I 

didn’t experience play-
ing well on grass.”

Sure did Thursday 
during her 6-2, 6-0 

win against Belinda 
Bencic in the semi-

fi nals. “Maybe I 
would have 
had to play 
my absolutely 

best tennis of 
my life and 

risk every 
shot to 
beat her 
today, the 
way she 
played,” 
Bencic 
said.

WIMBLEDON FINAL

Anisimova or Swiatek set to clinch title

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, July 11: Jasprit 
Bumrah and Jofra Archer 
produced edge of the seat 
spells before KL Rahul’s 
classy unbeaten fi fty put 
India very much in sight of 
England’s 387 on day two of 
the Lord’s Test here Friday.

Bumrah earned his name 
on the honours board with 
a menacing morning spell 
that resulted in a fi ve-wick-
et haul, allowing India to 
bowl out England for 387 in 
the second session after Joe 
Root’s 37th hundred.

At stumps, India were for 
145 for three, having lost 
the in-form skipper Shub-
man Gill (16 off 44 ), Yash-
asvi Jaiswal (13 off eight) 
and Karun Nair (40 off 62), 
who looked good for his fi rst 
half-century in three games.

A sellout crowd got to 
witness special spells of 
fast bowling from Bumrah 
and Archer, who is playing 
in his fi rst Test since Febru-
ary 2021.

First it was Bumrah 
before Archer made a 
roaring return to the tra-
ditional format with the 
wicket of Jaiswal in his 
very first over, getting the 
attention of every single 
soul at the ground.

The injury-prone England 
fast bowler is a sight when 
in full fl ow and he breathed 
fi re from the word go. He 
squared up the Indian open-
er with a ripper that seamed 
away and Harry Brook did 
the rest at second slip.

Nair once again got a start 

but could not convert it into 
something meaningful with 
Root taking a spectacular 
left-handed catch inches off 
the ground at fi rst slip.

Gill’s fall was a result of a 
well thought out plan. Con-
sidering the Indian captain 
had been outside his crease 
in the previous two games, 
England had the wick-
et-keeper backing up to him 
against the medium pace of 
Chris Woakes.

Pushed back into the 
crease, Gill got a faint edge 
off a ball that straightened 
a shade, marking a rare 
failure on the tour. Howev-

er, he managed to cross the 
600-run mark in the series.

Batting alongside Rahul, 
Rishabh Pant played some 
attacking strokes to keep 
the scoreboard ticking. Pant 
had not come out to fi eld af-
ter being hit on his fi nger on 
day one. As often has been 
the case in the series, Rahul 
hardly put a foot wrong and 
from time to time, regaled 
the crowd with his impec-
cable cover drives.

In the second session, 
Bumrah (5 for 74) eclipsed 
Kapil Dev’s record of 12 
five-wicket hauls on for-
eign soil.

Bumrah now has 15 
fi ve-wicket hauls in Test 
cricket and he has achieved 
the milestone in back-to-
back Tests that he has 
played, including the one at 
Leeds.

The morning session well 
and truly belonged to the 
peerless Bumrah, who was 
rested during the Edgbaston 
Test as a part of the work-
load management program.

While Root (104 off 199 
balls) got the boundary off 
the very first delivery to 
score his eighth hundred 
-- most by any batter at the 
Lord’s -- it was Bumrah’s 
turn to ensure his name 
in the esteemed ‘Honours 
Board’ with a three-wick-
et burst that reduced En-
gland to 271 for seven at 
one stage.

Skipper Ben Stokes (44), 
Root and Chris Woakes (0) 
were gone in quick succes-
sion before in-form Jamie 
Smith (51 off 56 balls) and 
Carse (56 off 83 balls) add-
ed 84 for the eighth wicket 
stand to take the hosts past 
the 350-run mark.

Smith was given a life-
line when Rahul dropped 
the wicket-keeper batter off 
Mohammed Siraj. Stokes 
was the fi rst batter to be 
dismissed on the day.

One ball after he square 
cut Bumrah for a four, 
Stokes got a beauty from the 
Indian pace spearhead that 
seamed back in from round 
the wicket to hit the top of 
off-stump. There was noth-
ing Stokes could do apart 
from shaking his head.

Bumrah, Archer pep 
on topsy-turvy day

ANDERSON-TENDULKAR TROPHY THIRD TEST AT LORD’S

Its Sinner vs Alcaraz 
London: Jannik Sinner overwhelmed a not-fully-fi t Novak 
Djokovic 6-3, 6-3, 6-4 in the Wimbledon semifi nals Friday to set 
up a showdown for the championship against Carlos Alcaraz. 
The No 1-ranked Sinner’s victory at Centre Court put him in his 
fi rst fi nal at the All England Club. No 2 Alcaraz defeated Taylor 
Fritz 6-4, 5-7, 6-3, 7-6 (6) earlier Friday to move within one victory 
of a third consecutive Wimbledon title. Sinner, a 23-year-old 
Italian, and Alcaraz, a 22-year-old Spaniard, now head into a 
rematch of their epic fi nal at the French Open four weeks ago. 
Alcaraz is 5-0 so far in Grand Slam title matches. Sinner owns 
three major trophies. They are far and away the leaders of men’s 
tennis — and are at the height of their games right now.
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