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Eyes on Harmanpreet

The Fourth T20I match between
England and India, led by skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur will decide the
series today

Legal measure

US trading firm Jane Street says
it will contest a ban imposed

by SEBI, terming the charges as
inflammatory
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Kangana’s discontent ~ Boost for Kyiv

- %
Actor-politician Kangana Ranaut

US will send more weapons to
candidly admits that stepping

Ukraine, just days after order-
into politics hasn’t given her the

' fulfillment she expected = deliveries to Kyiv
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Bharat Bandh today

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 8: Banking,
postal and other services are
likely to face disruption Wednes-
day as more than 25 crore work-
ers affiliated with Central and
sectoral trade unions have an-
nounced to go on strike across
the country to protest against
new labour codes and privatisa-
tion, and press for demands such
as minimum wage of 326,000 and
old pension scheme, according to
union leaders.

The general strike is expected
to disrupt services in sectors like
banking, insurance, postal, coal
mining, highway and construc-
tion, a trade union official said.

The Central Trade Unions
such as CITU, INTUC and Al-

TUC are pressing for doing
away with the four labour
codes, contractualisation,
and privatisation of PSUs, in-
creasing minimum wages to
326,000 per month, as well as
the demands of farmer organ-
isations for Minimum Support
Price (MSP) for crops based on
Swaminathan Commission's
formula of C2 plus 50 per cent
and loan waiver.

Sectoral organisations such
as the Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM) and NREGA Sangharsh
Morcha have extended their
support to the nationwide
strike. RSS-aligned Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh (BMS), howev-
er, will not participate in the
general strike, calling it a polit-
ically-motivated protest. P3

Drivers’ cease-work stir hits life

BHUBANESWAR: An associa-
tion of drivers of buses, trucks
and other vehicles under the
banner, Odisha Drivers’ Ma-
hasangha Tuesday launched
cease work, demanding pen-
sion, rest shed and other wel-
fare measures for them.

Due to the protest, private
bus services have been affected

Gloomy picture of primary ed

in several parts of the state, an
official said.

“Due to the protest by driv-
ers, private bus service has
been affected in several parts
of the state. Commuters were
seen waiting at bus stands in
Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Balas-
ore, Rourkela, Berhampur, and
Bolangir,” the official added.
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Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar Bus Terminal, Bhubaneswar as the
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Only 53 % in Class VI know tables up to 10 and a similar percentage of students in Class lll can arrange numbers up to 99

Despite Centre’s claims about
advancements in primary ed-
ucation, particularly regard-

- ing the Right to Education Act
and increased enrollment rates,
ground reality tells a different
story if the report of Performance
Assessment, Review and Analy-
sis of Knowledge for Holistic De-
velopment (PARAKH) Rashitriya
Sarvekshan is any indication.
The survey covering over 21 lakh
students from both government
and private schools in Grades 3,
6and 9, in 781 districts, spanning
36 states and Union Territories
paints a gloomy picture. Many
students do not achieve grade-lev-
el learning standards. So much
so that nearly 50 per cent of Class
3 students can arrange numbers
up to 99 in ascending or de-
scending order while a similar
percentage of students in Class
6 know tables up to 10

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 8: Only 55 per
cent of Class 3 students can ar-
range numbers up to 99 in as-
cending or descending order
while only 53 per cent of them
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in Class 6 know tables up to 10,
a Ministry of Education (MoE)
survey has found.

The Performance Assess-
ment, Review and Analysis of
Knowledge for Holistic Devel-
opment (PARAKH) Rashtriya
Sarvekshan, formerly known
as the National Achievement
Survey (NAS), was conducted
on December 4 last year, cov-
ering 21,15,022 students from
both government and private
schools in Grades 3, 6 and 9,
across 74,229 schools in 781

Vdistricts, spanning 36 states

and Union Territories.

The survey said 1,15,022 chil-
dren from the three grades were
assessed and 2,70,424 teachers
and school leaders responded
through questionnaires.

According to the report, only
55 per cent of students in Class
3 can arrange numbers up to
99 in ascending or descending
order while 58 per cent of the
students can perform addition
and subtraction of two-digit
numbers.

Manmohan elected state BJP prez

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, July 8: The
ruling BJP Tuesday reappoint-
ed Manmohan Samal as its Odi-
sha unit president.

Samal’s reappoint-
ment to the post was
announced by the BJP’s
central election observ-
er Sanjay Jaiswal in the
presence of senior lead- | 4
ers at the party's state
headquarters.

He was the lone leader to file
the nomination for the post
and, therefore, elected unop-
posed, Jaiswal said.

This will be Samal’s second

consecutive term and fourth
term in all. Born April 15, 1959,
in Bhadrak district, Samal be-
longs to the OBC community,
which constitutes more than
50 per cent of the state's
population. He joined
politics as a student
and was elected the stu-
dents' union president
" of the Bhadrak College
|/ in 1979 as a member of
the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP).
He rose through the ranks
and was made a minister in the
BJD-BJP coalition government
headed by Naveen Patnaik in
the early 2000s. P4

448 suspected Bangladeshis, Rohingyas held

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, July 8: Inten-
sifying its crackdown on Ban-
gladeshis and Rohingyas living
illegally in the state, police
Tuesday held 448 people for ver-
ification of their documents, an
officer said. While the police in
Jagatisnghpur district detained
four members of a family resid-

ing in the port town of Paradip,
444 persons were brought to
two locations for their identi-
fication in Jharsuguda district.

“These 444 people in Jharsugu-
da district are not exactly detained
but kept in wait till their docu-
ments are verified. We doubt that
many of them do not have valid
documents to stay in the country,”
Himanshu Lal, IGP Northern

Range Sambalpur, told PTI. Sim-
ilarly, Paradip Lock police station
IIC Rashmiranjan Das, said that
the four persons were picked up
from Zardari Pada area and tak-
en for detention. “They have con-
fessed to have entered India by
crossing ariver from Bangladesh
and stayed for some time in Kolk-
ata before coming to Paradip,” the
officer said. P5

In Class 6, only 53 per cent of
students understand and visu-
alise arithmetic operations and
the relationships among them,
know addition and multiplica-
tion tables at least up to 10 and
apply the four basic operations
on whole numbers to solve dai-
ly life problems.

In Class 6, an additional sub-
ject 'The World Around Us',
which covers environment
and society, was introduced
alongside Language and Math-
ematics. Students scored lowest
in Mathematics (46 per cent),
while Language averaged 57 per
cent and The World Around Us
scored 49 per cent nationally.

According to Ministry of Edu-
cation officials, instances where
less than 50 per cent of students
were able to answer correctly
indicate learning gaps.

“These learning gaps high-
light the need for focused
interventions to strengthen
students’ skills, refine instruc-
tional strategies, and provide
additional learning support.
Addressing these areas effec-
tively will help improve over-
all student learning outcomes

in the nation,” an official said.

In the case of Class 3, central
government schools record-
ed the lowest performance in
Mathematics.

Similarly, in the case of Class
6, government-aided and state
government schools showed
weaker performance, especially
in Mathematics.

In Class 9, students from
Central Government schools
performed the best across all
subjects, with a clear lead in
Language.

State government and gov-
ernment-aided schools record-
ed similar outcomes, with the
lowest performance observed
in Mathematics. Language was
the highest-scoring subject for
all school types, while Mathe-
matics consistently remained
the weakest.

A significant rural-urban di-
vide was also observed. While
Class 3 students in the rural
areas performed better in both
Mathematics and Language,
children of Classes 6 and 9 in
the urban areas outperformed
their rural counterparts across
all subjects.
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drivers resorted to cease-work protest over their various demands rpic: MaNoRANIAN MiSHRA

censorship in India

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 8: Social
media platform X, owned by
Elon Musk, Tuesday said that
they were “deeply concerned”
over “ongoing press censor-
ship” in India as blocking or-
ders were issued against two
handles of the international
news agency Reuters.

The Global Government
Affairs account of X stated in
a lengthy post that July 3, the
Indian government ordered
X (formerly Twitter) to block
2,355 accounts in the country,
including news outlets like @
Reuters and @ReutersWorld,
under Section 69A of the IT Act.

It further stated that the gov-
ernment warned it of “criminal
liability” if it did not comply
with the orders adding that
the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting sought that
the order must be complied
with within an hour.

It claimed that the Indian
government requested X to
unblock @Reuters and @Reu-
tersWorld only after a public
outcry. It urged users in India

to approach courts for legal
remedies against such orders.

According to media reports
quoting an official, the govern-
ment did not have any reason to
withhold the two X handles of
Reuters, adding that they were
blocked due to some “technical
issues” and the government
was working with X to resolve
the problem.

The reports further stated
that apart from Reuters, X ac-
counts of other international
news agencies like Turkey’s
TRT World and China’s Global
Times News were also not ac-
cessible in India since Saturday
evening. However, all of them
were accessible within 24 hours,
reported the Hindustan Times.

However, later in the day the
official spokesperson, Ministry
of Electronics and Information
Technology denied having issued
any such blocking orders July 3.

‘Bou Buttu Bhuta’ beats ‘Chhaava’

The Babushaan starrer beco

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 8: Ba-
bushaan Mohanty’s hor-
ror-comedy Bou Buttu Bhuta
has taken the Indian box office
by storm, becoming not only
the highest-grossing Odia film
of all time but also the most
profitable Indian film of 2025.
The film has surpassed all ex-
pectations, outperforming even
big-budget films like Chhaava,
headlined by Vicky Kaushal,
one of Bollywood’s top actors
In just 25 days, the film
earned ¥15.10 crore net in India,
with gross earnings reaching
%17.81 crore (including taxes).
It marked a major milestone as
the first Odia film to cross %10
crore net, and now it has con-
tinued its success with earn-
ings exceeding %15 crore.
Directed by Jagdish Mishra,
the film was made on a modest
budget of ¥2-3 crore. Even con-
sidering the higher end of the
budget, the film has delivered a
staggering ¥12.10 crore in profits.
This results in an extraordinary

return on investment (ROI) of
403.33%. With its record-breaking
run, Bou Buttu Bhuta has not on-
ly elevated Babushaan’s stardom
but also redefined the potential of
regional cinema. It has proven
that strong content and audience
connection can triumph, regard-
less of language or scale.

mes the most profitable Indian film of 2025 with over 400% ROI

MOVIES

Bou Buttu Bhuta (Odia)
Chhaava (Hindi)
Rekhachithram (Malayalam)

Court: State VS A Nobody (Telugu)

Maaman (Tamii)

Budget | BO collection ROI
Z3cr %15.10cr 403.33%

¥130cr %615.39cr | 73.37%
Z6er 327cr 350%
%10cr %40.6¢r 306%
g1ocr %39.68cr 296.8%
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Today, you feel free and

liberated! And in that spirit,

things you loved doing as a child. A good

time for a family outing, says Ganesha.

even make plans for the future for your

near and dear.

[l TAURUS -

You must learn to get to the

root of a routine to keep

things fresh today, feels Ganesha. Just
learn the basic psychology of people and
analyse the facts. All action and decision
has a motive, you will need to understand
the chain to get the most out of things,
advises Ganesha.

Il GEMINI

You have a certain degree of
equanimity when it comes
to reacting to praise and
criticism. Today, however, you will be
emotional, and it won't be too bad. You
will get appreciated at work and your
liberal show of emotions will only make
others like you more. Your colleagues will
say three cheers for you.

[l CANCER

Today, Cupid will send its
arrow right through your
heart. You will be trembling with pain -
the sweet pain of lust and love. But the
overzealous Cupid may not stop at just
that. Just to be completely sure, it will
virtually do shooting practice at you. You
can do nothing but tell your love interest
how badly you have been hit.

HlLEO

- It is good to be impulsive
sometimes; but if one =
were to ask you today, you
would be all for a meticulously planned
approach to life. So much so that from
now on, planning will become almost
a part and parcel of your life, predicts
Ganesha. So, it is expected that you plan
everything to perfection today, although
the execution of your plans may be a
different story.

You will start the day by

scribbling down things to do.

instead, set realistic goals and prioritise
them. Items you mark highest will de-

H VIRGO n
A Fa, |
- But don’t just jot them down;
mand quick actions, cautions Ganesha.

H LIBRA r1
It's a spiritual and harmo- ‘l ‘L
nious mood that grips you

today, feels Ganesha. You may want to fo-
cus on meditation, as you essentially seek
peace. This may have something to do with
the fact that at work, your subordinates
may attempt to throw around their weight
to force you to make drastic changes.

[l SCORPIO

It is more than likely that you

will find yourself in a tricky

situation today, says Gane-

sha. You may start the day feeling lonely
and empty but yet, at the same time, you
will have some responsibility that will
prevent your from showing it. Try to keep
your mind off negative thoughts.

&=
~~-

[l SAGITTARIUS

Stay stern, says Ganesha,
as it might be necessary to
exercise your grit to get the
desired results today. Your presence may
be dominating at the workplace, but your
subordinates will find your manner pleas-
ing as you hold them in awe of you. Do
not get carried away by your success or
the tables may turn, suggests Ganesha.

Il CAPRICORN

You will prioritise your needs,
and the most critical would
be the need to manage
finances to save for the future. Also, the
company you choose to keep will reflect
the kind of person you are. So, beware of
who you befriend, warns Ganesha.

H AQUARIUS

Today, you will have a lot

of fun with your siblings!

Though generally well-organ-

ised and methodical, you will enjoy going
with the flow of what your siblings and
friends plan for you. Sometimes, sponta-
neity is a good thing, says Ganesha.

There are indications you will

be in hot pursuit of leisure

probably be in the form of a short trip to
recharge your batteries, and is probably
sation that the role you play within your
organisation is consequential, satisfying

Hl PISCES f
today, says Ganesha. This will J
fuelled by your satisfaction in the reali-
as well as rewarding.

Saiyami’s

Johnny Depp says he refuses to hold onto
hate after his bitter legal battle with ex-
wife Amber Heard. Their 2016 split and her
later abuse claims led to a defamation trial
that deeply impacted his career, following
her controversial op-ed about domestic

The Ghoomer actor becomes lone
Indian actor to compete twice
in I[ronman 70.3 Triathlon

THERON BLASTS GENDER
BIAS IN HOLLYWOOD

Charlize Theron has called out a double
standard when it comes to action movies.
The Oscar-winning actress, who has been
fronting action movies since 2005’s Aeon
Flux, said studios often give female actors
just one shot to have an action movie hit,
reports Variety.
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‘Kangana’s

)

in sports

twice within a year.
She completed it July 6, 2025, in
Jonkoping, Sweden. The Ironman
70.3, is one of the most grueling endur-
ance challenges in the world, testing athletes
across 1.9 km of open water swimming, 90
km of cycling, and a 21.1 km half mara-
thon run all within a single day.
“People often ask why I put myself
through this kind of torture. The truth
is, it’s not about proving anything to the
world. I've never thrived on external valid-
ation. For me, endurance sport is deeply per-
sonal — it’s a race against my own doubts.”
“This year, my only goal was to be better
than I was last year. And I did just that,” said
Saiyami in a heartfelt post after the race.
She added: “As a woman it’s additionally a
big pain to do such a physically challenging activ-
ity with your period but it’s just a reminder that it’s
always mind over matter. There’s a strange, quiet
pride in finishing something that once felt impos-
sible. A deep joy.” On the work front,
the o actress has Special Ops

Buzz =~ N gy
around Kriti
latest post

Bhasin, Karan

Tacker, Arif

Zakaria

amongst
other
actors.

Mumbai: On Ranveer Singh’s 40th birthday,

his upcoming film Dhurandhar made headlines

with its intense first-look teaser. However, what

truly set social media abuzz was a seemingly

innocuous birthday post by Kriti Sanon, which

has now sparked fresh speculation about her

joining Don 3.

Kriti’s post, featuring a cheerful photo with Ran-
veer, praised his energy and talent. But it was . : :
her closing remark that set tongues wagging: ' R
“P.S. looking forward to working with you
soon!” Fans instantly began connectingthe 4
dots, wondering if Kriti might be stepping
into the female lead role in Don 3—a pos-
ition left vacant after reports suggested
Kiara Advani exited the project due to

-
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unique feat | .......
Mumbai: Saiyami Kher has complet-

ed her second Ironman 70.3 Triathlon
and has become the only Indian ac-
tor to have commenced the race

AAMIR ON HIS

Mumbai:
Aamir Khan has
opened up about
his relationship
with

confession

Mumbai: brought her much personal
After a  satisfaction.

series of Reflecting on her spirit-
box office  ual evolution and political
disappoint-  responsibilities, Kangana
ments, shared that she was once a
Kangana staunch atheist but has now

Ranaut took

a dramatic
turn in her ca-
reer by entering

embraced a more spiritual
path. “I'm getting the hang
of it. I wouldn’t say I'm
enjoying it,” she said about

politics. In June  her role as an MP. “Politics
2024, she was is a different kind of work—
elected as the more like social service,
Member of Par- which was never part of my

! liament from
\\ Mandi. Since
’ / then, she has

background.”

She also spoke candidly
about the public's expect-
ations. “People come with
issues like broken drains
or roads. I tell them it’s not
in my scope, but they don’t
care,” she said. When asked
about the possibility of be-
coming Prime Minister, she
replied, “I pray that never
happens. I don’t have the
competence or desire.”

On the professional front,

Kangana was last seen in
Emergency and has a

psychological thriller
with R Madhavan in

the pipeline.
AGENCIES

been vocal
about her
political views

and regularly
uses social media
to campaign for her
party. However, in
a recent conversa-
tion, the actress
admitted that
politics hasn’t

ARRIAGE PLANS

Kiran Rao, with whom he shares a son,
Azad. He was previously married to
Reena Dutta, and has two children
with her—Junaid Khan, who re-
cently debuted as an actor, and Ira

Gauri

her pregnancy.

viously reported

notable, coming ju

been delayed due to
intense training.

post has certainly

ly awaiting clarity,

AGENCIES

| PEANUTS

Though Sharvari Wagh was pre-

the role, Kriti’s cryptic note has re-
ignited curiosity. The timing is also

source revealed that the film had

Ranveer replacing Shah Rukh
Khan and the actor’s need for

While there’s been no official
word from the makers, Kriti’s

rumour mill. With fans eager-

now on the Don 3 team for an
official announcement.

to have bagged

st a day after a

backlash over

stirred the

all eyes are

Spratt, marking
arare moment of
candour from the
usually private actor. In
a recent conversation,
he confirmed that he has
indeed found love again,
saying, “Sure. I have.”
Reflecting on their bond,
the Dangal star revealed,
“Gauri and I are really
serious about each other
and we are in a very committed
space. In my heart, I'm already mar-
ried to her. Whether we formalise it
or not is something we’ll decide as
we go along.”

Khan, now married to fitness coach
Nupur Shikhare.

On the film front, Aamir is busy
soaring high on the success of his
new film Sitaare Zameen Par. Al-
so starring Genelia Deshmukh
in the lead, the sports comedy
drama is an official remake of
the 2018 Spanish film Cham-
pions. It follows the story of
Aamir as a basketball coach
who is assigned to train a
team of intellectually chal-
lenged players. Up next,
he will begin work on a
series of films based
on the Hindu

_

This marks Aamir’s first epic Maha-
public relationship since his  bharat.
2021 divorce from filmmaker  acencies
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To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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downtown

Members of Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU) take out a rally against the Union government’s policies on the eve of the proposed nationwide strike by over 25 crore workers from various

sectors, in Kochi, Tuesday

ervices including banking, insurance, postal, coal
mining and others will be affected Wednesday as
more than 25 crore workers are all set to partic-
ipate in a nationwide agitation, opposing, what they
say, the anti-worker, anti-farmer, and anti-national
pro-corporate policies of the Union government aimed
at weakening the collective bargaining power of trade
“unions. A forum of 10 central trade unions which is
organising the ‘Bharat Bandh’ alleged that their 17-point
charter of demands submitted to Labour Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya last year was ignored by the
government. Their key demands include filling up of
sanctioned posts, creation of additional employment
opportunities, withdrawal of the Union government’s
four labour codes, hike in both the number of workdays
and remuneration for MGNREGA workers, and
introduction of a similar legislation for urban areas. Speak-
ing to Orissa POST correspondent Manoj Kumar Jena,
“several trade union leaders shared their views on the bandh

All India Unit-
ed Trade Union
Centre (AIUTUC)
state secretary
Jayasen Meher
said, “After com-
ing to power, the
BJP has been trying to take
away the rights of the trade
unions and the workers. This
government has scrapped 29
out of 51 labour laws to favour
capitalists. We want the gov-
ernment to withdraw the four
labour codes.”

Mahendra Parida, state
general secretary of All In-
dia Central Council of Trade
Unions (AICCTU), said, “10
central trade unions have

(*
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State celebrates ‘Rasagola Dibasa’
as sibling deities return to Srimandir

“Our rasagola is totally different
from that of Bengal. Bengal’s rasago-
la came into existence in 1868, while
the sweet originated here over 500
years ago. There is mention of rasa-
gola in the Dani Ramayan written by
Balaram Das,” he asserted.

Maintaining that for centuries
devotees have offered rasagola to
Lord Jagannath on ‘Niladri Bije’,
Mohanty said there should be no de-
bate on its origin. “Let Bengal enjoy
its rasagola and we ours,” he said.

People across the state exchange
rasagola to celebrate the day, with
sweet shops doing brisk business.

A special function was organised

PNN & AGENCIES

united against

the government [’ - gt i
to fulfil their S a
17-point charter
of demands and
oppose the Ila-
bour codes. Be-
sides, we also demand increase
in minimum wage of labourers
and ensure proper job security
for workers. The government
should also stop privatisation

of national properties.”
State president
m and national
vice president of

Indian Nation-
al Trade Union
Congress  (IN-
™  TUC), Ramach-

-t

Bhubaneswar, July 8: Odisha cel-
ebrated ‘Rasagola Dibasa’ Tuesday,
marking the return of the sibling de-
ities — Lord Balabhadra, Devi Sub-
hadra and Lord Jagannath - to their
abode in the 12th-century shrine in
Puri after the annual Rath Yatra.
‘Rasagola Dibasa’ is celebrated
on ‘Niladri Bije’, the ritual of the
deities’ return to Srimandir as they
are ceremonially offered the sweet

on this day.

Governor Hari Babu Kambham-
pati, Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi and Leader of the Opposition
Naveen Patnaik greeted the people

on the occasion.

the Puri temple.

“On the occasion of Niladri Bi-
je and Rasagola Dibasa, heartfelt
greetings to all devotees and res-
idents of Odisha. Niladri Bije and
Rasagola Dibasa are a vibrant re-
flection of Odia culture, devotion,
and pride. May everyone receive
the blessings of the Lord on this
sacred tradition. Jai Jagannath,”
the Odisha Governor said.

‘Niladri Bije’ is being celebrated
as ‘Rasagola Dibasa’ since 2015.

“In the early days, the sweet was
known as ‘Khira Mohan’ in the
temple. It is the same as rasagola,”
said researcher Asit Mohanty, who
was instrumental in collecting ev-
idence tracing rasagola’s origin to

andra Khuntia, said, “Many
labour union federations,
including those in banking
and farm sectors, will partic-
ipate in this protest to pitch
for withdrawal of four labour
codes. The government is forc-
ing us to hit the streets as it has
been ignoring our demands for
the last two years. We demand
implementation of old pension
scheme. We also demand reg-
ularisation of the services of
contractual workers.”
Parilata Mohapatra, state
secretary-cum-district coordi-
nator of Self-Em-
/ ployed Women's
Association (SE-
WA), said, “If
. the four labour
8 codes are imple-
mented, it will
take a heavy toll
on women workers. If a woman
is working in an unorganised
sector, she has no official iden-
tity. As per the labour codes,
maternity leave is applicable
only if more than 20 labourers
are working in the organisation
concerned. A casual worker
will be deprived of maternity
leave benefit and there should
be wage parity as well.”
AITUC state general sec-
retary Bijaya Kumar Jena
said, “The four
labour codes of
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various sectors. The govern-
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and affect the | ;i :‘ ’

labourers from

ment should immediately with-

draw this law and fulfil all our

at Pahala, a village along the high-
way between Bhubaneswar and Cut-
tack, where a slew of sweet shops
specialising in rasagola are located.

Action likely against unruly servitors
The Shree Jagannath Temple
Administration has urged the
police to take legal action against
servitors who violated orders by
carrying mobile phones onto the
chariots during the Rath Yatra.
The OSD for security filed a for-
mal complaint at the Singhadwar
police station Tuesday stating that
several servitors were seen using
mobile phones on the chariots in
clear violation of the directive.

demands.”

Hind Mazdoor Sabha (HMS)
state general secretary Pravat
Tripathy said, “The govern-
ment is trying
to snatch away
the rights of la-
bourers through
the four labour
codes. To oppose
this, the labour- A
ers have united
for a nationwide protest. We
demand the minimum month-
ly wage be fixed at Rs 26,000, as
per the country’s price index.
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We believe that the Central gov-
ernment will withdraw the four
labour codes after our protest.”

Trade Union Coordination
Centre’s (TUCC) state presi-
dent Jyoti Ranjan Mohapa-
tra said, “This
(strike) is also
an attempt to
protect the rights
of common man.
The Central gov-
ernment could
have averted this
nationwide agitation by hold-
ing discussions with us. Howev-

er, it is yet to respond. Around 2
crore workers from Odisha will
take part in this protest. We
oppose the 12-hour-a-day work
as per the new labour law. We
demand the government to pro-
tect the rights of its citizens.”
Centre of Indian Trade
Unions (CITU) state president
Janardan Pati said, “This is
for the 23rd time that Indian
labour force is __. . . _

going to partic- TW
ipate in a na- §# A
tionwide strike.

The BJP govern- | l =\
ment continues ™ (.

to attack on the

working class by

eliminating 15 out of 44 labour
laws. The rest they have cate-
gorised into labour code which
will heavily impact the work-
ing class. The government is
focused on privatisation which
we condemn.”

CPI(M) state secretary
Suresh Chandra Panigrahi

tually have a

negative impact

on the economy.
capitalists.”

Yudhisthir Mahapatra,
state secretary of CPI (ML) Lib-
an attack on the
common man.

Jobs are being

BJP came to power, farmers are
going through untold miseries
while the working class is on the

said, “All sections of the soci-

" ety are opposing

i this labour law

L © ; which will even-
Instead of focus-
ing on the better-

ment of the working class, the

government is serving crony

eration, said, “We are support-

ing this strike

because the new

labour code is

snatched away

and national

properties (PSEs) are being sold

out to corporate houses. After

receiving end. We oppose this
law and want this scrapped.”
Ashis Kanungo, state sec-
retary of Communist Party of
India (CPI), said, “This protest
is in favour of the people and
labourers. The new law will
assure a clean
chit for the com-
panies which are
firing workers
for no reasons.
The previous
labour law was .y
beneficial for
the employees but the govern-
ment now wants to snatch it
away. Due to privatisation, the
corporate houses are calling the
shots. This needs to be stopped.”
Joint secretary of All India
Insurance Employees’ Union,
Jharsuguda, Ratnakar Prad-
han said, “We vehemently op-
pose the Union government’s
decision to allow

100 per cent FDI
ﬁ in insurance
A sector. We al-

so oppose the

amendment to

\ the Labour Law

and imposition

of 18% GST on

insurance premiums. All the

financial institutions, shops

and business establishments in

Jharsuguda will remain shut
Wednesday.”

However, in a statement is-
sued on the eve of the strike,
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh-affiliated Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh (BMS), the
largest trade union in the
country, announced it would
not participate in the agita-
tion, alleging the action was
politically inspired. Of the
four labour codes, the BMS
welcomed the Code on Wages,
2019, and the Code on Social
Security, 2020, noting that the
latter provided for the social
security of platform and gig
workers for the first time.

Bharat Bandh: Trade unions flay labour codes

Exhibition on the inspiring life, legacy
& principles of Dr. Mookerjee

:m §hae

Two-year commemoration of the

125" birth anniversary of

a great nationalist thinker dedicated to

India’s progress & unity and true son of Mother India

Bharat Kesari
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee

& July 2025 to 6% July 2027

“Dr. syama Prasad Mookerjee's invaluable
contribution to nation building will always be
remembered with reverence.”

-Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

Hon'ble Minister of Culture & Tourism,
Government of India
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Venue: Siri Fort Auditorium, August Kranti Marg, Delhi

Program highlights

Special commemorative
Stamp release

Dr. Jitender Singh

Hon'ble Minister of State (IC) of the Ministry of Science & Technology: Ministry of
Earth Sciences; Minister of State in PM's Office; Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances & Pensions; Department of Atomic Energy; and Dept. Of Space

Government of India

CBC 09101/13/0007/2526

Special commemorative

Coin release
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GREENER CITIES, HEALTHIER LIVES

Govt launches rooftop
gardenmg campaign

Deputy Chief Minister
and Agriculture Minister
Kanak Vardhan Singh
Deo launches innovative
campaign to boost urban
green spaces and sustainable
gardening practices

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 8: Deputy
Chief Minister and Agriculture
Minister Kanak Vardhan Singh
Deo Tuesday highlighted the
rapid urban growth in Odisha,
noting that rising concrete con-
structions are reducing green
spaces in cities.

At Krushi Bhavan, he
flagged off a campaign vehicle
to promote rooftop gardening
across five major cities—Bhu-
baneswar, Cuttack, Sambalpur,
Berhampur, and Jeypore.

“The initiative aims to en-
courage greenery by educat-
ing and training residents and
institutions in innovative roof-
top and home gardening tech-
niques,” Sing Deo said.

“Through this novel effort
the government is encouraging
greenery through rooftop and
home gardening by educating
and training the city dwellers
in residential and institutional
buildings by promoting inno-
vative technologies for rooftop
and home gardening,” he said.

The initiative is being car-
ried out by the Central Horti-
cultural Experiment Station

‘Stewart School marks

65th Foundation Day

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 8: Stew-
art School, Bhubaneswar
marked its 65th Foundation
Day with a vibrant Sapphire
Jubilee celebration, commem-
orating over six decades of com-
mitment to quality education
and holistic development.
Students of Classes X and XII
who scored above 90 per cent in
the ICSE and ISC 2024-25 exams
were felicitated with cash priz-
es for their academic achieve-
ments. Anup Kumar Samantary,
Pro Vice-Chancellor of SOA
University, graced the occasion
as chief guest. Congratulating
the institution and students, he
said, “Sixty-five years of shaping
young minds is a remarkable
achievement. I wish the school
continued growth and success.”

CLASSIFIED

I, Shaikh Sarwar Alam,
S/0. Sheikh Yousuf, At/
PO - Lataharan, Dist.-
Puri-752119 declare by
this Affidavit No.-36961,
Dated 07.07.2025 that
now onwards I shall

be known as Sheikh
Sarwar Alam for all
future purposes.

By virtue of an
affidavit No.15AA232130
sworn before Notary
Public, Bhubaneswar,
dated- 05.07.2025. 1,
Bhanupratap Sahoo
Kundibag, Bhadrak
Bypass, Bhadrak,
Odisha, PIN-756181
declare that I have
changed my name from
Bhanu Pratap Sahu to
Bhanupratap Sahoo.
Henceforth, I shall be
known as Bhanupratap
Sahoo for all purposes.
Bhanupratap Sahoo

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-SaiAudio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-909007 1530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090080404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 8938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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<<Initiative
focuses on
educating
residents and
institutions to
promote greenery
amid urban growth :

Aims to reduce
concrete landscapes
i and enhance green
i spaces in Bhubaneswar,
i Cuttack, Sambalpur,
Berhampur,
and Jeypore

(v 31
-_;\\11"!

i 4 Project seeks
i to combat urban
i heat and improve
i livability through
i eco-friendly

i horticultural

i practices

(ICAR-ITHR), Bhubaneswar,
under the State Plan Scheme
— Innovative Projects for Pro-
motion of Urban Horticulture.

Funded by the department of
Agriculture and Farmers’ Em-
powerment, the project aims to
reduce the urban heat island ef-
fect and improve city livability.
It focuses on innovative tech-
nologies for rooftop gardening,
as well as peri-urban and urban
horticulture.

The campaign vehicle is
equipped with audio-visual ma-
terials in Odia and English, tech-
nical exhibits, and interactive Kki-
osks to engage the public directly.

Over the next month, it will

travel across key areas of Bhu-
baneswar and Cuttack, reach-
ing residential colonies, educa-
tional institutions, RWAs, and
community organisations.

Future plans include ex-
panding the campaign to more
cities, organising community
engagement events, expert ses-
sions, and launching an annual
rooftop gardening competition
to boost citizen participation.

Agriculture and Food Pro-
duction director Subham
Saxena, additional secre-
tary Shubhranshu Mishra
and other senior officials of
the department attended the
launch event.

BJEM School honours
Class X, Xl toppers

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 8: Buxi
Jagabandhu English Medium
(BJEM) School held its 2025 felic-
itation ceremony at Bhanja Kala
Mandap here Tuesday to honour
students scoring over 90 per cent
in the CBSE Class X and Class
XII board exams (2024-25).

A total of 105 students—88
from Class X and 17 from Class
XII—were felicitated with me-
mentos and certificates for
their academic excellence.

Class X student Somesh
Pradhan emerged as the Odis-
ha state topper, scoring an im-
pressive 498 out of 500 marks
(99.6 per cent). He was followed
by Suniyachand Samal, who
secured 98.6 per cent. In Class
XII, Priyanshu Nanda scored 90
per cent in the Science stream,
while Aditi Mohanty achieved
95 per cent in Commerce.

Former Regional Director of
Education, Kamala Prasad Ma-
hapatra, graced the occasion as
the chief guest and lauded the
students’ achievements. “Your
success is a testament to your
discipline and determination.
You’ve made your school and
parents proud,” he said.

Principal Sandhya Jena con-
gratulated the students saying,
“This is not just your success,
but also the school’s pride.
Don’t forget the contributions
of your teachers and parents.
Remember, failure and success
come and go, but the courage to
continue defines who you are.”

OIC hosts law mterns for RTI trammg

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 8: The
Odisha Information Commis-
sion (OIC) is providing valuable
internship opportunities for
law students, enabling them to
gain practical knowledge of the
Right to Information (RTT) Act.
As part of the programme, stu-
dents attend hearings and ob-
serve how cases are disposed of
under the Act, offering firsthand
insight into legal procedures
and governance transparency.
Recently, 39 students from
various institutions—includ-
ing Fakir Mohan University,
Balasore; University Law Col-
lege (Utkal University), Bhu-

baneswar; Siksha ‘O’ Anusand-
han University, Bhubaneswar;
and Madhusudan Law Univer-
sity, Cuttack—participated in
the initiative and received cer-
tificates upon completion.
State Chief Information
Commissioner Manoj Parida
stated that the internship helps
students understand different

provisions of the RTI Act and
witness its real-time applica-
tion in the hearing process.

He expressed confidence that
such exposure would empow-
er students to promote public
awareness on citizens’ rights to
access information and contrib-
ute to strengthening transpar-
ency in governance.

Guv, CM condole demise of
Rly Min Vaishnaw’s father

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, July 8: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
and Governor Hari Babu Kam-
bhampati Tuesday condoled
the demise of Union Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw’s
father Daulal Vaishnaw.

He passed away at 11:52am at
AIIMS-Jodhpur after remain-
ing critically ill for the past
few days.

“I am deeply saddened and
heartbroken to hear about
the passing of the revered
father of Honourable Union
Railway Minister Shri @Ash-
winiVaishnaw, Shri Daulal
Vaishnaw. I pray that Lord
Jagannath grants peace to the
departed soul and provides
strength to Ashwini ji and his
family to bear this sorrow,”
Majhi said in a post on X.

The Governor said, “May
the departed soul attain
Sadgati, and I pray to Ma-
haprabhu Jagannath to grant
strength to the bereaved fam-

Railwéys Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw.arrives for the Iasf rites of his fatﬁér

Daulal Vaishnaw, in Jodhpur, tuesday

ily to bear this loss.”

Leader of the Opposition
Naveen Patnaik also ex-
pressed his condolences.

“My thoughts and prayers

PTI PHOTO

are with the bereaved family
members and friends during
this hour of grief,” he said.

Vaishnaw is a Rajya Sabha
MP from Odisha.

KIMS Prof Sambit Das joins SAFES

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 8: In a
proud moment for Kalinga
Institute of Medical Sciences
(KIMS), Dr Sambit Das, Profes-
sor and head of the department
of Endocrinology, has been
nominated as an Executive
Council Member of the South
Asian Federation of Endocrine
Societies (SAFES).

Das is one of three distin-
guished endocrinologists from
India elected to this prestigious
position, representing India on
this prominent regional and
global platform.

KIIT, KISS and KIMS founder
Achyuta Samanta congratulat-
ed Das for his nomination to the

NATIONAL FISH
FARMERS’ DAY JULY 10

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 8: The
Ministry of Fisheries, Ani-
mal Husbandry and Dairy-
ing (MoFAHD) will observe
National Fish Farmers’ Day
July 10 at the ICAR-Central
Institute of Freshwater Aqua-
culture (CIFA) campus here in
Kausalyaganga.

Impossible is not in our vocabulary: Samal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, July 8: “Ev-
eryone should work together.
‘Impossible’ is not in our vocab-
ulary—everything is possible.
The party will firmly support
the government led by Mohan
Charan Majhi,” said Odisha
BJP president Manmohan Sa-
mal, Tuesday.

He made the statement while
addressing party workers and
leaders during a grand felicita-
tion held in his honour follow-
ing his reappointment as state
president for a fourth term.

Samal reflected on the BJP's
journey in Odisha, noting that a
party once dismissed as a ‘sign-
board’ by opponents has now,
after years of struggle, formed
a government on its own in the
state.

He further stated that the
BJP government will contin-
ue its journey through 2036,
when Odisha marks 100 years
of its formation, and 2047, the
centenary of India’s Indepen-
dence. “To achieve this vision,
we must work with unity and
team spirit,” he added.

Samal’s reappointment was
announced by BJP central elec-
tion observer Sanjay Jaiswal
in the presence of senior party
leaders at the state headquar-
ters. Jaiswal informed that
Samal was the sole nominee

for the post and was therefore
elected unopposed.

This will be Samal’s second
consecutive term and his fourth
overall. His previous terms
were from November 1999 to
October 2000, October 2000 to
May 2004, and March 2023 to
July 2025.

CM Mohan Charan Majhi
welcomed Samal and described
him as ‘lucky’ for BJP. “When
Samal was president of BJP
in 2000, the party formed gov-
ernment, though in coalition
with BJD. Later when Samal
took charge during the 2024
elections, the BJP formed its
maiden government alone.
Therefore, Samal is lucky for
the BJP,” Majhi said.

The CM said he is a four-time
MLA and Samal is a four-time

BJP state president. “The pow-
er of this combine can defeat
any force,” Majhi said

“The BJP is in power for 11
years at the Centre and one
year in the state. Taking them
together, it is 12. But it will
reach 112 in the future. The par-
ty and the government are two
sides of one coin,” the CM said.

Puri MP Sambit Patra said,
“The government has 3 Ms -
Manmohan, Mohan and Modi
- at the helm.”

Born April 15, 1959, in
Bhadrak district, Samal be-
longs to the OBC community,
which constitutes more than
50 per cent of the state’s popu-
lation.

He joined politics as a student
and was elected the students’
union president of Bhadrak

College in 1979 as a member of
the AKkhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP).

He rose through the ranks
and was made a minister in the
BJD-BJP coalition government
headed by Naveen Patnaik in
the early 2000s. He held portfo-
lios such as Revenue and Disas-
ter Management, and Food Sup-
plies and Consumer Welfare.

He was then an MLA from
the Dhamnagar constituency.

BJP insiders said Samal’s re-
appointment for a record fourth
term to the post was a reward
by the Central leadership for
his role in bringing the party
to power in the state last year
by routing the BJD government
of 24 years.

He was made the state presi-
dent on an ad-hoc basis in 2023,
barely a year ahead of the elec-
tions. Within a short span of
time, his efforts ensured that
the BJP won 20 of the 21 Lok
Sabha seats in the state and se-
cured an absolute majority to
form the government, they said.

The BJP won 78 seats in the
147-member assembly, while
Patnaik’s BJD secured 51 seats.
Congress won 14 seats, CPI(M)
secured one, and three Indepen-
dent candidates also won.

However, Samal himself lost
the assembly election from
the Chandabali seat in the
Bhadrak district.

prestigious body.

An alumnus of the presti-
gious PGIMER, Chandigarh, Dr
Das also serves as the national
vice rresident of the Endocrine
Society of India, and holds key
positions in the state chapters
of RSSDI and AIAARO. He is
a member of the national task
force of ESI for formulating
guidelines on the management
of obesity. Dr Das is an avid cli-

The event will highlight In-
dia’s significant strides in fish-
eries and aquaculture, reaffirm-
ing the government’s commit-
ment to the ‘Blue Revolution’.

In the run-up to the event,
ICAR-CIFA, NFDB and Mo-
FAHD officials have been
working meticulously to ensure
a successful gathering of over
1,500 stakeholders, including
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nician, dedicated teacher, and ac-
complished researcher. Recently
he has also been awarded “Endo-
crine luminary clinical and aca-
demic excellence from Governor
on the eve of Doctors’ Day. His
passion for endocrinology con-
tinues to bring recognition and
pride to the institute and the state.

Notably, SAFES is one of the
largest and most vibrant endo-
crine bodies in Asia, compris-
ing endocrine societies of many
Asian countries, including In-
dia. The federation is commit-
ted to collaborative research,
advancing patient care, develop-
ing regional clinical guidelines,
and addressing the unique chal-
lenges of endocrine disorders in
the South Asian region.

MoFAHD to organise event

fish farmers, entrepreneurs,
women fisher groups, and pol-
icymakers.

The celebration will feature
an exhibition with stalls from
Fish Farmer Producer Organi-
sations (FFPOs), fisheries start-
ups, and community groups,
demonstrating innovative
and sustainable aquaculture
practices.

GOLD 396,220 ¥ 7105

SILVER 107,369 ¥ 3952

BBSR CTC  FORECAST
Max Temp 30.8° 28.28° Cloudy sky with
Min Temp 25.6° 235° °n¢ f:)fftrvi\i'it;;pells
Humidity 79% 89% thundershower .
Rainfall 0.2mm 28.2mm
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Vanishing land: Kendrapara's

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kendrapara, July 8: Large
swathes of Kendrapara district
are under threat as coastal ero-
sion, driven by rising sea levels
and climate change, continues
to eat away at the land, displac-
ing communities, damaging for-
ests, and endangering cultural
heritage.

On June 25, during the new
moon, seawater surged past the
shoreline and entered Tand
village under Mahakalapada
block, raising concerns over
accelerating coastal erosion.
The situation has become dire
along nearly 28 km of the 48 km-
long Bay of Bengal coastline in
Kendrapara district.

In Satabhaya, almost 40
metres of shoreline vanished
within the past year alone.
The iconic centuries-old Pan-
chubarahi Temple in Rajnagar
block has seen its surroundings
transformed, with fears loom-
ing that the nearby Barahipur

village may vanish during this
monsoon. The advancing sea
now threatens the coastal Su-
nei-Rupei forest.

To mitigate further loss,
environmentalists and locals
stress the urgent need to con-
vert remaining farmlands in
Satabhaya into protective ca-
suarina (hental) forests.

Sudarshan Swain, a dis-
placed resident of Barahipur
now living in Bagapatia, ex-
plained that Satabhaya pan-
chayat once comprised seven
revenue villages, all of which
have been lost to the sea over
the past five decades. Only faint
traces remain of villages like
Magarakanda and Adhasala.

In the last 40 years, rising
sea levels and tidal surges have
displaced hundreds. Five years
ago, after prolonged struggle,
571 families from the region
were relocated to Bagapatia.
With high tides intensifying,
the Sunei-Rupei forest now
faces destruction, and residents

444 ‘Bangladeshis’

- e fri

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jharsuguda/Paradip, July 8:
As many as 444 suspected Ban-
gladeshi nationals, allegedly re-
siding illegally in various parts
of Jharsuguda district, have
been identified and detained,
police said Tuesday.

The ‘illegal’ foreigners were
picked up from Jharsuguda and
Brajrajnagar sub-divisions of
the district. While 183 of them
were detained at the Black Di-
amond Club in Jharsuguda,
the remaining 261 were held at
Surabhi Club in Brajrajnagar.

IGP Northern Range Sambal-
pur, Himanshu Kumar Lal and
Jharsuguda SP Smit P Parmar
disclosed the detentions at a press
briefing held at the district police
headquarters in the afternoon.

According to the officials,
these suspected illegal immi-
grants are under verification
as they are believed to have
been staying in the district
without valid documentation.
Police said identity checks and
document verification would be
carried out to ascertain their
nationality and legal status.

Authorities believe that ma-

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur, July 8: In what
can only be described as a tes-
tament to human resilience
and perhaps a touch of mira-
cle, a 70-year-old woman was
rescued from a tree branch
Tuesday—26 hours after she
was swept away by a stream
during a toilet break in the rain-
hit Kumapatia Pada of Majhipa-
1i, under Sasan police limits in
Sambalpur district.

The survivour, identified as
Ahalya Singh, went missing
around 1llam Monday. Her
family members filed a miss-
ing person report after they
failed to locate her despite an
initial search. Heavy rainfall
had made it difficult for the
search teams to begin intensive
operations immediately. How-
ever, with the help of the Fire

Detained Bangladeshis in Jharsuguda

held in Ihruguda
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ny of them had entered the dis-
trict on the pretext of finding
work, but were later found to
be involved in various anti-so-
cial activities. The police had
reportedly been receiving intel-
ligence on the illegal presence
of suspected Bangladeshis over
the past few months.

SP Parmar further informed
that detailed information re-
garding the detainees and the
ongoing investigation will be
shared Wednesday.

Meanwhile, police picked
up four Bangladeshi nationals
from Jardaripada in Lockpada
slum under Lock police limits
in Paradip of Jagatsinghpur
district Monday. They were later
housed at a rehabilitation centre
in the port town. Police said the
detained Bangladeshinationals
lack valid identity documents
establishing their nationality.

Efforts to get the comments of
ADM Niranjan Behera in Paradip
and Additional SP Smruti Ran-
jan Kar failed as they expressed
their unwillingness to speak on
the issue. They said the police are
carrying out the verification of a
family consisting of a couple and
two children - a boy and a girl.

personnel, an extensive rescue
effort was launched Tuesday
morning.

After hours of searching
through the flooded terrain,
Ahalya was finally spotted
hanging onto the branch of a

battle with coastal erosion

warn of future danger without
long-term solutions.

Environmental expert
Hemant Kumar Rout empha-
sised the failure of geo-synthet-
ic tube walls installed at Pentha
that are unable to withstand
tidal force. Gabion boxes filled
with stones are being disman-
tled by the sea, and even stone
embankments are proving in-
effective, he said.

He attributed the rising sea
level to global warming and
climate change, which inten-
sify tidal waves during new
moon and full moon phases.
Rout underlined the need for
expanding protective casua-
rina forests, although inad-
equate freshwater supply —
less than 15% in dry seasons
against the 40% requirement
— hampers the growth of
coastal wetlands.

Social worker Pramila Mal-
lick recalled that the Agaranasi
island, located 7 km offshore,
once acted as a natural barrier
against tidal forces. Since its
complete submergence in 2022,
coastal villages such as Tanda,
Suniti and Babara have been
exposed to frequent flooding
during high tides and storms,
endangering lives and liveli-
hoods.

According to ACF Manas Ku-
mar Das, afforestation efforts
have been prioritised along
the coast, with extensive plan-
tation drives in Satabhaya and
Pentha. Experts have been con-
sulted, and reports on erosion
are being compiled to formulate
strategic interventions.

Woman tourist
molested on
Dagara beach

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baliapal/Kalipada, July 8: In
an incident that has raised seri-
ous question marks over safety
of tourists at popular Dagara
beach under this block in Balas-
ore district a woman tourist was
allegedly molested by a group of
men in front of her husband on
the beach recently. A video of
the alleged incident went viral
on various social media plat-
forms Monday, evoking sharp
reaction from all quarters.

In the video, the men were
seen getting physical with the
woman and molesting her in
front of her husband on the
beach Friday. They were even
seen not sparing her husband
and assaulting him as well
while he tried to save her.
Though a complaint was filed
at the Baliapal police station on
the basis of the viral video, no
action has been initiated as yet
though four days have elapsed
since the incident occurred.

Meanwhile, a delegation of
the Dagara Beach Development
Committee led by its secretary
Nityananda Jena met Baliapal
police station IIC Gobind
Chandra Behera Monday and
submitted a memorandum de-
manding safety and security of
the tourists visiting the place.

Sarpanch Satyananda Mo-
hanty, Ganapati Jena, Prafulla
Sahu and Shyam Sundar Jena
demanded intensified police
patrolling on the beach and
stringent punishment to the
culprits. The IIC said that an
investigation is underway.

tree in the Harada stream. She
had reportedly floated with the
current before managing to
grab a tree branch and climb
up to escape being swept away
further.

According to family mem-
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POLITICKLE by MANJUL

GO HOME...
YOUR VOTE
HAS ALREADY
BEEN CAST!

GO HOME... YOU

DON'T EVEN
HAVE A VOTE!

Ambulance vandalised during
Muharram procession in Remuna

POST NEWS NETWORK

Remuna, July 8: In a disturbing
incident that raises serious ques-
tions over public decency and
emergency response awareness,
an ambulance was vandalised
during a Muharram procession
in Remuna, Balasore district.
The vehicle was not only
blocked, but attacked with
stones and sticks by an unruly
mob, leading to injuries to two
ailing children and their parents
who were en route to Fakir Mo-
han Medical College and Hospi-
tal for emergency treatment.
According to reports, the in-
cident occurred around 10:30pm
Sunday near Hatiagand Square
in Remuna Bazaar. The ambu-
lance, bearing registration num-
ber OD02BJ-5937, was carrying
Rashmiranjan Sahu, his wife
Urmila, and their two children
— three-and-a-half-year-old son
Smrutiranjan and two-and-a-
half-year-old daughter Labanya
— both suffering from high fever.
The vehicle was being operated
by driver Gajendra Das, with
helper Sureshwar Mahalik and
attendant Satyaban Das on board.
Reports said, while passing
through the congested proces-
sion route, the ambulance was
stopped by a group of 10-15 in-
dividuals participating in the

-

Muharram procession. Despite
the siren being on, the crowd re-
portedly shouted vulgar abuses
at the driver, demanding why
the siren was being used. The
mob allegedly dragged out the
helper and beat him, tore his
shirt, and hit the vehicle with
sticks, shattering its rear glass.
Broken glass shards struck
the children and their parents,
leaving them bloodied. Out
of fear, the driver reportedly
turned off the siren and re-
mained stuck for over half an
hour before managing to move
forward. Despite police presence
nearby, no immediate assistance
was rendered, and those inside
the ambulance were allegedly
threatened to remain silent.
Rashmiranjan stated that his
son was running a 104-degree

Nuapada: Maoist camp

busted, explosives seized

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nuapada, July 8: A Maoist
camp was busted and a large
cache of explosives and oth-
er materials seized during a
combing operation by the Dis-
trict Voluntary Force (DVF) in
a forest in the district near the
Odisha-Chhattisgarh border,
police said Tuesday.

Superintendent of Police (SP)
Gundala Reddy Raghavendra
told reporters at the district
police headquarters that the
operation was carried out Mon-
day near Narayan Dongri, a pro-
tected forest area close to Jhar-
abandh village under Sinapali
police limits in Nuapada district.

Based on intelligence inputs
regarding Maoist activity in
the region, the DVF launched a
combing operation and discov-
ered the camp.

According to the SP, the secu-
rity personnel recovered a tiffin
bomb, 20 gelatin sticks, and an
electric detonator, among other
Maoist-related items.Police had
earlier received alerts from in-
telligence sources about Maoist

bers and Fire personnel, Aha-
lya tied herself to the tree
branch with her sari and clung
there throughout the night —
exposed to torrential rain, dark-
ness, and the constant fear of
wild creatures, including ven-
omous snakes. She stayed put
without food or rest, and by
the time she was found, she
was severely weakened from
prolonged exposure and ex-
haustion.

Upon rescue, she was rushed
to the Debeipali Health Centre
for first aid and later shifted
to the district hospital for fur-
ther medical evaluation. Doc-
tors said she was conscious
but her body had turned cold
and numb due to the prolonged
submersion in water and ex-
treme stress.

Eyewitnesses said the
stream’s water level had risen
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movement in the dense forests
of Narayan Dongri. Acting on
the SP’s directive, DVF per-
sonnel initiated the operation
early Monday and successfully
dismantled the camp.

Initial findings suggest that
the Maoists were regrouping
in the area, and may have been
planning a major strike. Secu-
rity officials believe intensified
anti-Maoist operations in neigh-
bouring Chhattisgarh are forc-
ing the rebels to take shelter in
bordering areas of Odisha.

“The Maoist rebels are at-
tempting to set up new hideouts
in the hilly and forested terrain
along the Nuapada-Chhattisgarh
border. However, the seizure of
explosives and destruction of the
camp have dealt a major blow to
their plans,” the SP said.

videograb of the incident

fever, and in desperation, they
tried to cover him and his sis-
ter with their own bodies while
saying a prayer for protection.
Several bystanders, armed with
sticks, continued to assault the
vehicle from behind, he alleged.

The ambulance staff lodged a
written complaint with the Re-
muna police station. Though
a case (120/2025) has been reg-
istered, no arrests have been
made so far.

It is important to note that
prior to the Muharram proces-
sion, a peace committee meeting
had been held and guidelines —
including a cut-off time of 10pm
— were agreed upon. However,
the procession reportedly con-
tinued well past midnight, rais-
ing concerns over enforcement
and public safety.

Farmer drowns
in village pond

POST NEWS NETWORK

Dabugaon, July 8: A 45-year-
old man, Dhansingh Bhatra of
Motigaon village under Juna-
pani panchayat in Nabarangpur
district, drowned in a pond near
his home, police said Tuesday.

Dhansingh had gone to his
farmland and later reportedly
went to bathe in a nearby pond
in Monday evening, but nev-
er returned. His family began
searching for him, and Tuesday
morning, villagers spotted his
body floating in the pond.

Fire Services personnel
from Dabugaon retrieved the
body and shifted it to the local
community health centre. Lat-
er, Dhansingh’s wife, Dalimba
Bhatra, lodged a complaint at
Dabugaon police station.
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Acting on the complaint, ASI
Gopalakrishna Halwa conduct-
ed an inquest and sent the body
for post-mortem. After the au-
topsy, the body was handed
over to the family. An unnatu-
ral death case (19/25 ) has been
registered at Dabugaon PS and
an investigation is underway.

EAST COAST RAILWAY

1) Tender No. ELOP-T-06-2025
LYool MAINTENANCE OF
CREW LOBBY AND RUNNING ROOM
AT ANGUL INCLUDING PROVISION OF
SUBSIDIZED MEALS FOR A PERIOD
OF 02 YEARS.

LUV ECD TN T 1,49,76,774.36,
EMD: ¥ 2,24,900/-, Cost of Tender
Document : ¥5,900/-, Period of

Completion : 730 Days.

2) Tender No. ELOP-T-07-2025
NAME [oJA[[;i® MAINTENANCE OF
CREW LOBBY AND RUNNING ROOM
AT PARADEEP INCLUDING PROVISION
OF SUBSIDIZED MEALS THROUGH

OUTSIDE AGENCY FOR A PERIOD OF
02YEARS.

EMD: ¥ 3,03,400/-, Cost of Tender
Document : ¥11,800/-, Period of
Completion : 730 Days.
Bidding Start Date : 10.07.2025
At 1600 Hrs. of 24.07.2025.
Manual offers are not allowed against
this tender, and any such manual offer
received shall be ignored.
Complete information including e-Tender
documents and corrigendum is available
in website www.ireps.gov.in

Sr. Divl. Electrical Engineer (OP)/

PR-332/Q/25-26 Khurda Road

CBC 09101/11/0009/2526

& Ministry of Culture
» Government of India

Tender Notice

RFP for comprehensive solution for digital data storage
with user-friendly digital repository and web-cum-mobile
application along with other tasks specified in the scope of
work.

Tender documents can be downloaded from the Ministry
of Culture’s official website : indiaculture.gov.in and the
Central Public Procurement Portal :
eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.

Last date for bid submission is 28 July 2025.

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
BOLANGIR [(R&B) DIVISION : BOLANGIR

Email - eepwd.bgr@rediffmail.com, eepwd.bgr@gmail.com
Ph. No. 06652-232374
BID IDENTIFICATION NO : BGR R&B/09/2025-26
No0.4459//Dtd.04.07.2025
1. The Superintending Engineer, Bolangir (R&B) Division, Bolangir
on behalf of Governor of the Odisha invites percentage rate bid
in Single cover system in ONLINE MODE for construction of
building work detailed in the table below from eligible contractors.

No.B-279

. The bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further
details can be seen from the website : http:/tendersodisha.gov.in.
Sd./- Superintending Engineer

OIPR-34028/11/0032/2526 Bolangir (R&B) Division

2. Nature of Work : Building work

3. No. of tender : 03 Nos. Building

4. Tender Cost : Rs. 6000/- (Tender Paper Cost)

5. Class of Contractor : “D” and “C” Class Contractor

(Registered in CDMS)

6. Date & Time of sale & : From Dt.14.07.2025, 11.00 A.M.
Receipt of Bids Dt.23.07.2025 up to 5.00 P.M.

7. Date of opening Bid : Dt.24.07.2025 at 11.30 A.M.

dangerously, with
currents flowing
nearly four feet

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION PLANNING BOARD

(A Statutory Body under Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs, Govt. of India)

Applications are invited from willing and eligible candidates for the following
posts in the National Capital Region Planning Board as per details given below :

deep at the time of
rescue. Firefight-

Name of Post

Method of
Recruitment

Scale of pay

ers used a boat to
reach the tree and

Stenographer Grade-C

By direct recruitment

Level-7

(X 44,900-1,42,400)
in the pay matrix

brought her down

using a stretcher.
The dramatic

rescue and her

Stenographer Grade-D

By direct recruitment

Level-4

(X 25,500-81,100)
in the pay matrix

survival against
the odds have gen-
erated intense dis-
cussion in the area,
with many calling
it a clear example
of divine interven-
tion. Locals are
now hailing Aha-
lya's resilience and
the swift action of
Fire personnel that
saved her life just
in time.

nic.in.

Application in the prescribed format, duly completed in all respects and signed
by the candidate with self-attested copies of testimonials etc., along with IPO/
Demand Draft for ¥ 100 (Non-refundabie) drawn in favour of NCR Planning
Board payabie at New Delhi towards Application Fee should reach the Member
Secretary, NCR Planning Board, 1% Floor, Core-4B, India Habitat Centre, Lodhi
Road, New Delhi-110003. The Application Fee can also be paid online.

Details such as No. of posts, eligibility criteria, educational qualifications,
reservation, age, format of application form, online fee payment details and last
date of receipt of applications etc. are available on our website https://ncrpb.

The Board reserves the right not to fill up the above posts without assigning
any reason.
CBC 44103/11/0003/2526

(Member Secretary)
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To hope for a true change of
human life without a change of
human nature is an irrational
and unspiritual proposition

SRI AUROBINDO

Toll Sucks Life

Union Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari took

everyone by surprise when at a function in Nagpur, where the

RSS headquarters are located, he expressed concern over the
“rising” number of poor. He said wealth was “getting concentrated” in
the hands of some affluent people. He did not stop at that and went on
to say there is a need for decentralisation of wealth and touched on a
wide range of issues, including agriculture, manufacturing, taxation
and public-private partnership in infrastructure development. In fact,
he sounded like an Opposition leader when he said slowly the number
of poor people is increasing and wealth is getting centralised in the
hands of few wealthy people. The timing and venue are significant as
Gadkari is known to be among the few BJP leaders enjoying the trust
of the top echelons of the RSS. The BJP is going through the motions
of selecting a party president and the RSS would apparently like to
have a man of its choice at the helm of the ruling party who can take
on, if necessary, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah. The new party president is to be appointed once the
PM returns from his foreign tour on 10 July. The term of the current
party president, JP Nadda, ended two years ago. The announcement
regarding the schedule for electing his successor is yet to be made.

At this crucial juncture, Gadkari made remarks that virtually chal-
lenged the narrative dished out by the Prime Minister himself about
the country’s trillions of dollars worth economy when employment
generation has gone back to the level that existed four decades ago.
The Opposition has, for long, been crying foul against the BJP govern-
ment for following economic policies that have brought about “jobless
growth” in which the rich have grown richer and poor poorer. Gadkari
has virtually echoed this criticism of the Opposition by asserting that
the economy must grow in a manner that creates jobs and uplifts rural
areas. Driving home his point that reflects poorly on the government,
he emphasized the need for further “decentralisation of wealth.”

He even heaped praise on former Prime Ministers PV Narasimha
Rao and Dr Manmohan Singh for adopting liberal economic policies
—a credit that the ruling dispensation is chary of giving - and at the
same time cautioned against unchecked centralisation.

The statistics that Gadkari reeled out are also an indictment of the
government’s policies for the agricultural poor. He pointed out man-
ufacturing accounts for 22-24 per cent of the GDP, services 52-54 per
cent, while agriculture, despite engaging 65-70 per cent of the rural
population, contributes only around 12 per cent. What is even more
significant is his reference to Swami Vivekananda — one of the icons
the RSS worships — quoting his words: “Philosophy cannot be taught to

someone whose stomach is empty.” Gadkari’s figures also go to show
that while the biggest employment opportunities exist in agriculture,
the focus of the government is far away and warped about this sector.

Gadkari also praised his own work and achievement by claiming
credit for infrastructure development. “I was the one who started the
Build-Operate-Transfer system for road construction,” he said, a claim
most would accept.

To buttress his contention he said the earnings from Toll Booths
are to the tune of Rs 55,000 crore and the income will go up to Rs 1.40
lakh crore in no time. While boasting about his immense collections
in the Toll Booths spread across the country, Gadkari did not care to
mention that such a massive amount of liquid cash getting regularly
sucked out of the working economy also contributes in the growth of
poverty and joblessness.

He spoke about projects aimed at enhancing regional connectivity

_and investment. On domestic investments, Gadkari said he has raised
funds through Infrastructure Investment Trust (InvIT) bonds with-
out foreign assistance. He asserted he was not accepting money from
foreign countries “like Canada or the US.” He reminded the audience
that the aim of the government is to reduce poverty and create jobs
for the youth and warned against economic liberalisation that could
lead to concentration of wealth in the hands of a few.

Clearly, Gadkari is not only resetting the party’s agenda, but also
insisting on course correction. The Pahalgam killings by terrorists
and the subsequent military actions, mired in controversies with state-
ments by top defence officers, have not enhanced the government’s
image to the extent it was hoped for. In this backdrop, Gadkari’s re-
marks, however controversial they may be in economic terms, point
towards possibly big political stumbles.

WISDOM CORNER

“ Life isn’t about finding yourself. Life is about creating yourself

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

“ The two most important days in your life are the day you are
born and the day you find out why

MARK TWAIN

“ If you love life, don’t waste time, for time is what life is
made up of
BRUCE LEE

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Il 1856: Nikola Tesla—a Serbian American inventor and researcher who
discovered the rotating magnetic field, the basis of most alternating-
current machinery—was born this day or the next in Smiljan, Croatia.

Il 1877: First Wimbledon Championship. The All England Lawn Tennis
and Croquet Club in London hosted the first Wimbledon championship,
which was not only the first tennis championship held in England but
was also a precursor to grand slam tournaments. 22 men competed in
the championship and Spencer Gore became the first person to win the
Wimbledon tournament.

1958: Lituya Bay megatsunami. A megatsunami, a tsunami whose waves
are higher than a normal tsunami, hit Lituya Bay in Alaska, United States,
resulting in a wave that was recorded to be 1,720 feet or 516 meters high.
This is the highest wave recorded in history.

1962: Andy Warhol's iconic Campbell's Soup Cans make their debut.
The Soup Cans were first displayed at the Ferus Gallery in Los Angeles,
California, and were instrumental in popularizing Pop Art in the United
States.

CALMING ALBERT

I n the supermarket was a man
pushing a cart which contained
a screaming, bellowing baby. The
gentleman kept repeating softly,
"Don't get excited, Albert; don't
scream, Albert; don't yell, Albert;
keep calm, Albert."

A woman standing next to him

said, "You certainly are to be
commended for trying to soothe
your son, Albert."

The man looked at her and said,
"Lady, I'm Albert."

oower Post
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IRAN'S DEMOCRATIC

Kian Ta]bakhsh

THE ISLAMIC
REPUBLIC

IS UNDER
IMMENSE
PRESSURE
FOLLOWING
THE ISRAELI
MILITARY
CAMPAIGN AND
SUCCESSIVE
WAVES OF
PROTESTS AND
ECONOMIC
DISTRESS IN
RECENT YEARS

IN" JEST | THIS

peculation about the
end of Iran’s Islamic
Republic has surged in
the wake of Israel’s as-
tonishingly effective bombing
campaign, which succeeded
in degrading and destroying
much of Iran’s offensive capa-
bility in just under two weeks.

Some commentators, like
the economist Nouriel Roubi-
ni and the Stanford political
scientist Abbas Milani, see
regime change as plausible
or imminent. Others, like
the strategist Richard Haass,
argue that the necessary pre-
conditions for a democratic
breakthrough are still absent.

A third group does not ad-
vocate regime change at all.
While they find aspects of the
Islamic Republic objection-
able, they largely regard Iran
as an aggrieved postcolonial
state struggling for autono-
my and dignity. Figures such
as the exiled Iranian scholars
Djavad Salehi-Isfahani and
Esfandyar Batmanghelidj
have expressed variations
of this view.

Many in this camp reserve
their deepest hostility not for
Islamist zealots or domestic
oppressors but for foreign
powers, especially the West.
And they continue to insist
— despite the jailing of oppo-
sition politicians and the dis-
mantling of civil society — that
a viable democratic reform
movement is always on the
verge of breaking through, on-
ly to be thwarted by meddling
outsiders and a few uncom-
promising hard-liners. (It is
striking that the people mak-
ing this argument are largely
secular expatriate Iranians
who would almost certainly
be arrested if they expressed
themselves freely inside Iran.)

My view — based on two de-
cades of research and years
living in the country (includ-
ing time served in the infa-
mous Evin Prison) - is that de-
mocratizing reform or regime
change is far harder than ma-
ny assume. The authoritarian
system is deeply entrenched,
and civil society and opposi-
tion groups are much weaker
than often imagined. This pow-
er imbalance between state
and society is so pronounced

When the moment comes, Iran’s democratic
future will be built not only by the political
elite in the capital’s palaces, but also
by the people who have kept the
country’s administrative institutions
functioning against all odds

that in the short to medium
term, only external forces
could weaken the regime and
create the conditions for a do-
mestically led transition to a
different form of rule.

But a full collapse of the
Iranian state is no longer
unthinkable, even if it is far
from guaranteed. The Islam-
ic Republic is under immense
pressure following the Israeli
military campaign and suc-
cessive waves of protests and
economic distress in recent
years. If it were to fall, what
happens next would depend
less on ideology and more
on logistics — namely, how a
country of more than 80 mil-
lion people, spread across a
territory larger than France,
Spain, and Italy combined,
continues to govern itself.

In that case, Iran would be
more ready for a stable, dem-
ocratic regime than many
may think. My academic re-
search on Iran’s administra-
tive and political institutions
and hands-on experience
promoting democratic local
governance and interna-
tional cooperation (the work
that resulted in my imprison-
ment) has revealed a robust
institutional scaffolding that
could serve as the backbone
of a post-Islamist order. This
architecture, which links
central ministries to elected
authorities in more than 1,000
cities and 35,000 villages, mat-
ters now more than ever.

In 1999, the regime attempt-
ed to calm unrest and improve
public services by creating an
entirely new tier of elected lo-
cal councils. Nearly 200,000
positions were filled in the
first election alone. Though in-
tended to legitimize the state,
these institutions became
spaces of real civic engage-
ment. Citizens ran for office,
deliberated over budgets, and
began navigating the basics of
public accountability.

In my book Creating Lo-
cal Democracy in Iran, I
documented how Iranians
embraced these roles with
energy and determination.
Even as the regime gradually
stripped away the councils’
democratic substance, it nev-
er dismantled the system. This
resulted in what I call dual-use
institutions: created to serve
an authoritarian order, but
structurally available to sup-
port democratic transition - if
given the chance.

Crucially, this is not just a
story about local-level institu-
tions. Iran’s intergovernmen-
tal system connects national
ministries, provincial ad-
ministrations, and munic-
ipal authorities in a verti-
cally integrated structure.
Competent civil servants are
in place at every level. This
is what would set Iran apart
from other post-authoritari-
an transitions — most notably
Iraq in 2003.

The challenge facing a

FUTURE

post-Islamist order would
not be to invent governance,
but to reactivate the dormant
network of state machinery
already embedded in towns,
cities, and ministries. True,
it could be repurposed to
serve a weakened but more
repressive regime. As we saw
in Afghanistan, institutions
alone do not determine the
character of governance. But
if a government that upholds
human rights and democratic
norms emerges, then Iran’s ex-
isting institutional scaffolding
could become the foundation
for a more liberal and stable
political order.

Moreover, there is already
a technical roadmap for re-
form. Priorities include mod-
ernizing Iran’s dysfunctional
municipal finance system and
empowering councils to make
credible, transparent budget
decisions. International insti-
tutions, including the United
Nations, the World Bank, and
global municipal networks,
are ready to offer expertise
when Iranians invite them.

We should not expect any
transition to be smooth, or
even democratic. But pes-
simism must not blind us
to the groundwork that has
already been laid. As some-
one who has seen the prom-
ise — and paid the price - of
reform, I believe it would be
a grave mistake to ignore the
country’s institutional assets
hiding in plain sight.

The world’s attention is
rightly focused on nuclear
risks and regional instability.
But when the moment comes,
Iran’s democratic future will
be built not only by the polit-
ical elite in the capital’s pal-
aces, but also by the people
who have kept the country’s
administrative institutions
functioning against all odds.
That could very well mean
the difference between chaos
and continuity, and it should
reframe how we think about
Iran’s future.

The writer is a
Presidential Fellow and
Lecturer at Columbia
University’s Committee on
Global Thought.
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Take precautions to survive heat waves

* Melvin Durai

IT WAS SO HOT IN
PORTUGAL AND
SPAIN THAT SOME
IMMIGRANTS
WERE HEADING
TO THE AIRPORT,
SAYING, ‘WE’'RE
GOING BACK

TO AFRICA. IT’S
COOLER THERFE’

or a week or two every
Fyear, the temperature

gets so high that when I
attempt to take my dog for a
walk, she gives me a look that
says, “Are you crazy?”’

At times like this, when step-
ping outside is like stepping in-
to an oven, I find myself asking
the same question: How hot
does it have to get before we
take climate change seriously?

That’s a question that many
Europeans have been asking
lately.

“In some places in Europe
we are experiencing tempera-
tures that have never been
recorded before, so it is really
unusual,” Carlo Buontempo,
director of the Spain-based Co-
pernicus Climate Change Ser-
vice told the New York Times.

In the town of Mora in
central Portugal, the mercu-
ry hit 46.6 degree C in late
June, slightly hotter than the
46 degree C recorded in the
town of E1 Granado in Spain.
Those temperatures, similar to
what New Delhi experienced
a few weeks earlier, were the

highest temperatures ever re-
corded in June in Portugal and
Spain. It was so hot that some
immigrants were heading to
the airport, saying, “We’re
going back to Africa. It’s cool-
er there.”

Heat warnings were issued
in parts of Europe, including
Spain, Portugal, Italy, Ger-
many and the UK. France put
16 regions under red alert. A
red alert means that a severe
heat wave is expected and if
you don’t take precautions,
you might find yourself in the
hospital, hopefully a good dis-
tance from the morgue.

According to Buontempo,
having these extreme tem-
peratures is “not surprising,
because with climate change,
we’re bound to see more in-
tense, longer, and more fre-
quent heat waves, and that’s
exactly what we’re seeing.”

There are some things in life
for which “more intense, lon-
ger, and more frequent” would
be welcome. Once a week is
just not enough, as I tell my
wife during football season.

But heat waves (and cold
waves) need to be less intense,
shorter and less frequent.

The World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) has been
recording temperatures for 175
years, and it may not surprise
you to learn that 2024 was the
warmest year on record. But
2025 is already saying, “Hold
my beer.”

On average, the planet was
1.55 degrees Celsius warmer
in 2024 than the average tem-
perature in the pre-industrial
era (1850 to 1900). That may
not seem like much, but even
a half-degree change can dis-
rupt the world’s ecosystem
and put billions of people at
greater risk of exposure to
heat extremes.

The WMO also reported
that the last 10 years (2015 to
2024) have been the hottest
10 years on record. That may
explain why so many crazy
things have happened in the
last decade, such as the wrong
winner being announced at
the Miss Universe contest,
the wrong Best Picture win-

ner being announced at the
Oscars, and a convicted felon
being sentenced to four years
in the White House.

It’s important for us to do
whatever we can to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions
and help combat climate
change. It’s also important to
take precautions during heat
waves, such as staying out of
the sun as much as possible
and drinking plenty of lig-
uids, preferably something
other than beer. Alcohol of
all kinds should be avoided,
because alcohol consumption
results in frequent urination.
(There are a few nations in the
world that put you at risk for
dehydration, but none worse
than urination.)

The best thing to drink is
water, at least eight cups a
day. If you are working out-
side in the heat, you need
two cups of water every 15
minutes. Pour one cup down
your throat and the other cup
down your shirt. Trust me, it
will make you feel cooler — at
least 1.55 degrees cooler.
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TO THE EDITOR

Readers of Orissa Post

are most welcome to contribute letters

(@

requested to send their contact # ’

(100 words), articles and
columns (between 600-1000
words). Contributors are

numbers and full postal

address/email ID. They may also send in
their valuable comments, opinion and

suggestions, preferably by email, to:
edit@orissapost.com

OrissaPOST

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Improve school infra

Sir, A recent news item showing students eating their
mid-day meal under umbrellas in the rain is a stark
and painful reminder of the grim state of infrastruc-
ture in many government schools across Odisha. It
is deeply disheartening that even in the 21st century,
basic facilities like proper dining spaces, shelter, and
dry classrooms are a distant dream for lakhs of chil-
dren. Such images not only expose the indifference to-
wards children’s dignity and comfort but also raise se-
rious questions about the effective implementation of
government schemes. The mid-day meal programme,
while noble in intent, loses its purpose when children
are forced to eat in unhygienic and uncomfortable
conditions. The poor infrastructure also affects learn-
ing outcomes, as children find it hard to concentrate
in leaking classrooms or dilapidated buildings. It is
high time the government treated school infrastruc-
ture as a priority, not an afterthought.

Ch Pratap, HYDERABAD

Marriage of convenience

Sir, The rapprochement between estranged cousins of the Thackeray
clan, Raj and Uddhav Thackeray, is an endorsement of the fact that
in politics, just about everything is possible. When the Thackeray
cousins reunited publicly after nearly 20 years of political bickering,
they were only lending credence to the words of Lord Palmerston
(John Henry Temple), a 19th-century British statesman and Prime
Minister, who had said: “In politics, there are no permanent friends
or permanent enemies, only permanent interests.” Dyed-in-the-wool
politicians, the wily cousins seized upon the Maharashtra govern-
ment’s backtracking on the Hindi issue to promote Marathi, and,
by implication, forced Hindi and the BJP (Hindi speaking party) on
the backfoot. The entire episode had political opportunism written
all over it. It reminded me of the limerick “The Owl and the Pussy
Cat” wherein an own and a pussy cat (sworn enemies, normally) go
to sea in a “beautiful pea-green boat,” and are eventually married.
For the time being at least, the Thackerays seemed to have swayed
the sentiments of the Marathi Manoos to their side. Whether the
move also sways votes remains to be seen.

Avinash Godboley, DEWAS
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Marathi protest turns tense;
MNS detained, min heckled

The march organised by the Raj Thackeray led Maharashtra Navnirman Sena
(MNS) and other pro-Marathi groups under the aegis of Marathi Ekikaran Samiti to
counter a protest staged by traders recently against the slapping of a food
stall owner by MNS workers ]u y 1 for not speakmg Marathi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thane, July 8: High drama
unfolded in Mira Bhayandar
area near Mumbai Tuesday as
hundreds took part in a protest
march led by the MNS and oth-
er groups to defend the Marathi
‘asmita’ (pride) amid rising po-
litical heat following the attack
on a shopkeeper for refusal to
speak Marathi.

The march witnessed deten-
tion of several activists by the
police with leaders and workers
of opposition Shiv Sena (UBT)
and NCP (SP) also joining the
protest. Shiv Sena minister
Pratap Sarnaik was heckled
and driven away by angry dem-
onstrators as he visited the site
to express solidarity.

The march organised by the
Raj Thackeray-led Maharash-
tra Navnirman Sena (MNS)
and other pro-Marathi groups
under the aegis of Marathi
Ekikaran Samiti to counter
a protest staged by traders
recently against the slapping
of a food stall owner by MNS
workers July 1 for not speaking
Marathi.

A video of the assault had
gone viral on social media,

following which traders in
Bhayandar staged a protest,
seeking action against the at-
tackers. Seven MNS members
were later detained.

Ahead of Tuesday’s proposed
rally, security had been stepped
up in Mira Bhayandar in Thane
district. The police had denied
permission to the rally.

The day started with the po-
lice detaining local MNS leader
Avinash Jadhav from his house
in Thane at around 3.30 am.

A prohibitory order was is-
sued against Jadhav by the po-
lice Monday, restraining him
from entering Mira Bhayandar
to participate in the rally. He
was released later in the day.

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis stepped in saying
permission had been granted
for the MNS rally, but the par-
ty insisted on a specific route
which posed law and order
challenges.

“There is no opposition to
holding a rally. It was diffi-
cult to give permission for the
sought route. Police requested
them to change the route, but
the organisers were adamant
on a particular route,” he said.

Fadnavis said permission

Gandhi-linked heritage S|te
|

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Wardha, July 8: Three heri-
tage structures associated with
Mahatma Gandhi in Maharash-
tra’s Wardha district are set for
a makeover, with a museum,
prayer hall and a complex for
artisans on the premises, an
official said.

As per arelease issued by the
Mahatma Gandhi Institute for
Rural Industrialisation (MGI-
RI) Monday, the Ministry of
Micro, Small and Medium En-
terprises (MSME) has granted
in-principle approval for the
revival plan, under which the
Gandhi Smriti Bhavan, Kas-
turba Rasoi, and Wardha Haat
will be restored by the Indira
Gandhi National Centre for the
Arts IGNCA), Delhi.

The plan also includes re-
vamping of the institute’s de-
partments and laboratories, it
said.

The Gandhi Smriti Bhavan,
which once served as Mahat-

REEY)

LA RN N7 k

ma Gandhi’s residence, will
be transformed into a museum
and prayer hall, and this will
involve structural repairs, digi-
tisation of valuable collections,
and an interactive exhibition
showcasing Gandhian ideolo-
gies. A dedicated meditation
area will also be created, the
release stated.

Under the plan, the original
structure of Kasturba Rasoi,
where meals were once pre-
pared for the ashram communi-
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was sought late Monday night
for holding a gathering, which
was also granted.

“But when it came to the ral-
ly, they were pushing for a par-
ticular route. If permission was
given, there might have been a
law and order situation. For
last so many years, we all are
holding rallies and these are
always done after consultation
with police,” he added.

MNS leader Sandeep Desh-
pande slammed the govern-
ment, saying “CM Fadnavis
says he is ready to grant permis-
sion, but only if we change our
rally route. That is nothing but
a tactic to suppress our voice.”

Minister of State for Home
Yogesh Kadam said there was
no discrimination between
Marathi and non-Marathi
communities when it comes
to granting permission for ral-
lies, but law and order cannot
be compromised.

The state government is com-
mitted to ensure law and order
is maintained during such pro-
tests, he said.

The protest march, which be-
gan from Balaji Corner in Mi-
ra Road shortly after 12 noon,
concluded at Mira Road railway
station around 2.30 pm. Howev-
er, several protesters remained
in the station area till Jadhav
arrived at the spot around 4 pm.

After the dramatic scenes on
the streets and apparent political
intervention, the morcha passed
through the original route pro-
posed by the organisers.

The situation became
tense when police started
detaining protesters rais-
ing slogans for protecting
the ‘Marathi asmita’ (pride).
Some of them were picked up
by the police while they were
addressing the media.
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Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai with Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis and Deputy Chief Ministers Ajit Pawar and Eknath Shinde during a

ceremony held in his honour by the Maharashtra legislature, at Vidhan Bhavan, in Mumbai, Tuesday

Shankh Air looks to expand regional connectivity in UP

The new airline will
launch services from
Lucknow to Varanasi,
Gorakhpur, Ayodhya,
Chitrakoot, Indore and
Dehradun initially

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, July 8: UP-based
regional carrier, Shankh Air,
which is awaiting its flying
permit from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DG-
CA), plans to connect six desti-
nations from the state capital
to begin with.

The airline also said that it is
planning to lease narrow-body
Airbus A320 planes for its oper-
ations against turboprop planes
being operated by the existing
regional players in the country.

s in Wardha to be restored

ty and visitors, will be restored,
while Wardha Haat, inaugurat-
ed in 1936 as a bustling market-
place, will be transformed into
a complex for artisans.

This will involve rebuilding
damaged sections, improving
ventilation and lighting, and
creating dedicated workspaces
for rural artisans.

The MGIRI has signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) with the IGNCA, a
heritage institution under the

Ministry of Culture, for the
project.

Mahatma Gandhi founded
the All India Village Indus-
tries Association (AIVIA) on
this land in Wardha December
14, 1934, donated by his close
associate Seth Jamnalalji Ba-
jaj. Between 1934 and 1936, he
lived at Maganwadi with his
wife, Kasturba, and directed
the development of AIVIA as
a centre for research, produc-
tion, training, and promotion
of village industries.

As AIVIA expanded, the Jam-
nalal Bajaj Central Research In-
stitute (JBCRI) was established
in 1955 under the Khadi and
Village Industries Commission
(KVIC) to continue research
and development.

Between 2001 and 2008,
MGIRI was further developed
through a joint effort by KVIC
and IIT Delhi. MGIRI later be-
came a national autonomous
research institute under the
Ministry of MSME.

As it prepares for the launch
in the next couple of months,
Shankh Air chairman Shravan
Kumar Vishwakarma recently
called on the Union Civil Avi-
ation Minister K Rammohan
Naidu in New Delhi to discuss
the upcoming carrier’s road-
map and explore collaborative
opportunities to support India’s
regional air connectivity goals
under the UDAN scheme, the
company said.

Shankh Air has applied for
the flying permit and is await-
ing approval from the DGCA,
Vishwakarma said.

“As we prepare for launch,
we are working closely with
policymakers to ensure that
our expansion plans are aligned
with national aviation goals,”
Vishwakarma said on his meet-
ing with the Union minister.

The new airline will launch
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services from Lucknow to Va-
ranasi, Gorakhpur, Ayodhya,
Chitrakoot, Indore and Dehra-
dun initially.

Shankh Air looks to connect
underserved regions in Uttar
Pradesh, supporting local busi-
nesses, tourism, and job creation
while aligning with the govern-
ment’s priorities, he said.

“The expansion plans are
focused on connecting un-
derserved regions in Uttar
Pradesh and beyond. With
plans to introduce a modern,
efficient fleet and custom-
er-first service, the airline is
set to take off as a symbol of
progress for Uttar Pradesh,”
Vishwakarma said.

Spell out measures taken to prevent children
deaths in Maharashtra: NCP (SP) to govt

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, July 8: The NCP (SP)
Tuesday expressed concern
over the death of 12,000 children
in Maharashtra between April
2024 and February 2025, and
asked what steps were being
taken by the state government
to prevent further loss of the
innocent young lives.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment cannot simply acknowl-
edge these deaths without
providing a comprehensive ex-
planation and demonstrating a
robust plan of action to prevent
such tragedies from recurring,
NCP (SP) spokesperson Mahesh
Tapase said in a statement.

“We urge the government to
immediately release the age-
wise break-up of these deaths
and the underlying causes, en-
abling a proper analysis and
targeted interventions to safe-

guard our children’s future,”
he said.

Maharashtra Public Health
and Family Welfare Minister
Prakash Abitkar on Monday
said the state has recorded over
12,000 child deaths between
April last year and February
2025, averaging more than 37
fatalities per day.

The figure came up during the
question hour when ten MLCs
from the opposition and trea-
sury benches asked a question
as to whether 12,438 children
died in the state in 11 months.

They also highlighted the

UP to plant 12.5cr saplings under the MGNREGA scheme

THIS YEAR’S PLANTATION DRIVE WILL BE CARRIED OUT UNDER THE THEME ‘EK PED MAA KE NAAM 2.0°, BLENDING ECOLOGICAL
RESPONSIBILITY WITH EMOTIONAL AND CULTURAL SENTIMENT BY ENCOURAGING PEOPLE TO DEDICATE A TREE TO THEIR MOTHERS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, July 8: The Uttar
Pradesh government is set
to plant more than 12.5 crore
saplings in the state under the
MGNREGA scheme following
the directives of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath.

According to the state gov-
ernment, the aim is not only
to enhance greenery but also
to generate large-scale rural
employment.

This year’s plantation drive
will be carried out under the
theme ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam
2.0, blending ecological respon-
sibility with emotional and cul-
tural sentiment by encouraging
people to dedicate a tree to their
mothers, it said.

The highest 42 lakh saplings
would be planted in Lakhimpur
Kheri, followed by Sonbhadra
and Hardoi.

A total of 1.89 lakh planta-

tion sites have been identified
across the state, with plant
species selected based on local
climatic and geographical con-
ditions. The initiative ensures
that plantation efforts are sus-
tainable and tailored to each
location.

In a special move to promote
nutrition and health, each ben-
eficiary of the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (Rural) will re-
ceive two drumstick (Moringa)
saplings, known for their me-
dicinal and nutritional value.
This effort aims to enhance nu-
tritional security for rural fam-
ilies, the official statement said.

The success of the campaign
will not be measured by plan-
tation numbers alone, but by
the survival and growth of the
saplings. For this, arrange-
ments for regular watering,
tree guards, maintenance, and
monitoring will be made under
MGNREGA, the statement said.

As part of the ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke
Naam 2.0’ campaign, the state
also plans to plant 37 crore
saplings in a day July 9. The
drive will be launched by Chief
Minister Adityanath from Ayo-
dhya and Azamgarh, the state
government said.

To ensure its success, a re-
cord 52.43 crore saplings have
been prepared across nurseries

and designated sites statewide.

On the directive of the chief
minister, all cabinet ministers
will lead plantation drives in
their respective districts. Des-
ignated nodal officers have al-
ready arrived in their assigned
districts to review and finalize
arrangements in coordination
with forest department officials.

During his visit to Ayodhya

THE HIGHEST 42 LAKH
SAPLINGS WOULD BE
PLANTED IN
LAKHIMPUR KHERI,
FOLLOWED BY
SONBHADRA
AND HARDOI

and Azamgarh, Adityanath
will engage in public dialogue
and distribute cheques to sev-
en farmers under the carbon
credit initiative.

Uttar Pradesh Governor
Anandiben Patel will lead the
event in Barabanki, Deputy
CM Keshav Prasad Maurya in
Meerut, and another Deputy CM
Brajesh Pathak in Lucknow.

Additionally, all cabinet min-
isters, ministers of state (inde-
pendent charge), and ministers
of state will participate in the

campaign by planting saplings in
their respective districts under
the theme ‘Ek Ped Maa ke Naam’.

Every sapling and plantation
site will be geo-tagged for the
first time for real-time moni-
toring of each tree’s growth,
health, and location with the
support of the Forest Depart-
ment and other institutional
partners.

To ensure the long-term sur-
vival of the saplings, the cam-
paign will also deploy T-guards
and other modern protective
tools aimed at increasing sapling
longevity and shielding them
from environmental threats.

A Forest Department offi-
cial explained that geo-tag-
ging will create a digital re-
cord making it easier to track
the condition of the plants and
take timely action for their
care and protection. It will
increase transparency and ac-
countability in the campaign.

situation in Kolhapur district
where 1,736 deaths of children,
including 11 newborns, were
reported.

In a written response, Abit-
kar confirmed the numbers,
acknowledging the traumatic
loss of young lives throughout
the state.

However, the minister nei-
ther provided any age-wise
break-up nor specified the
causes behind the death of the
children.

“The recent admission by
Public Health and Family Wel-
fare Minister Prakash Abitkar
regarding the death of more
than 12,000 children in Maha-
rashtra between April last year
and February 2025 is deeply dis-
turbing and a grave indictment
of the current government’s
priorities,” NCP (SP) spokes-
person Mahesh Tapase said in
a statement.

Senior UP govt official
orders ban on outsiders
in kanwariya camps

MEERUT: A senior Uttar Pradesh
government official Tuesday
directed authorities to ensure that
no outsiders are allowed to enter
camps set up for kanwariyas.
Chairing a high-level meeting here,
Chief Secretary Manoj Kumar
Singh said the safe and smooth
completion of the Kanwar Yatra

is the government’s top priority.
“Ensure that no outsider enters
the camps (meant for kanwariyas).
Also, a strict ban on single-use
plastic should be enforced,” Singh
said. Kanwariyas must get access
to basic facilities such as drinking
water, food, and cleanliness, he
said. He directed the Public Works
Department and NHAI officials

to repair roads along the Kanwar
Yatra route. Directives were also
given to the Power Department to
cover electric poles with polythene
and place barricades around
transformers to prevent accidents.
The Food Department was asked

to inspect the quality of food at
eateries and dhabas so that incidents
of food poisoning do not occur. He
said DJ setups must not exceed the
prescribed height limit and obscene
songs should not be played.
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national

lam
shocked
and deeply
disturbed to
learn that the
Foreigners Tribu-
nal in Assam has
issued an NRC notice to Uttam
Kumar Brajabasi, a Rajbanshi,
resident of Dinhata in Cooch
Behar for over 50 years. Despite
furnishing valid identity docu-
ments, he is being harassed on
suspicion of being a ‘foreigner/
illegal migrant’

MAMATA BANERJEE | WB CHIEF MINISTER

The existing
‘ Public
Works

Department
guidelines
allocate such
works to labour o
cooperative societies, educat-
ed unemployed engineers, and
eligible registered contractors

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS | MAHA CHIEF MINISTER

A news-
‘ paper has
carried this

news on the =
front page. The o
MLA says there

have been three

thefts at his home. When a
newspaper puts it on the front
page, you can imagine

what the situation must be
like for others in the state. No
one is listening

ASHOK GEHLOT I FORMER RAJASTHAN CM

SHORT TAKES

= Four of Hyd family
charred to death

Hyderabad: Four members
of a family--a couple and

their two children-- from
Hyderabad have died in a

car crash in Greene County,
Alabama, in the United States,
their relatives said here
Tuesday. A truck speeding in
the wrong direction hit their
car Saturday night (local time)
when the family was returning
to Dallas after visiting one of
their relatives in Atlanta, a
relative told a TV channel.

M RG Kar case: Junior
docs to rally today

Kolkata: Junior doctors
protesting the rape-murder of
awoman doctor at Kolkata’s
state-run RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital Tuesday
said they would hold a
night-long torch rally on the
intervening night of August

8-9, marking one year of the
gruesome incident. As part

of the ‘Abhaya Memorial
Programme’, the rally will begin
at College Square and proceed
to Shyambazar More, said
Aniket Mahata, a representative
of the West Bengal Junior
Doctors’ Forum (WBJDF).

I DK Suresh appears
before ED for 2nd time

Bangalore: Former MP D

K Suresh Tuesday appeared
before the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) for questioning
in a money laundering case
against a woman who is alleged
to have cheated a number of
people, official sources said.
This is the second time Suresh,
brother of Karnataka Deputy
Chief Minister D K Shivakumar,
appeared before the ED
officials in a span of a
fortnight. Later, Suresh told
reporters that during his
previous questioning, the ED
officials had inquired about
his income and properties.

@ Man held for
repeated rape

Thane: Police have arrested

a 26-year-old man from
Bhiwandi in Maharashtra's
Thane district on the charge of
raping a woman multiple times
on the promise of marrying
her, officials said Tuesday.

The accused, Ashraf Afsar
Chaudhary, was planning to flee
to Dubai before being arrested,
they said. The arrest was made
a couple of days back based

on the complaint filed July 2 by
the 25-year-old woman from

Kalyan, an official said Tuesday.
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PARLIAMENTARY PANEL MEETING

DGCA assures
of mechanism to

curb airfare surge

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 8: Aviation
regulator DGCA said Tuesday
it will put in place a mechanism
to curb whopping surge in air
ticket prices, recently wit-
nessed during the Maha Kum-
bh and post-Pahalgam terror at-
tack, as the issue coupled with
concerns over air safety after
the Ahmedabad plane crash
dominated proceedings at a
parliamentary panel meeting.

Air India CEO and MD Camp-
bell Wilson told the committee
his airline will complete retrofit-
ting of its fleet in two years to ad-
dress frequent complaints about
its seats and other facilities, and
underscored its commitment to
flight safety, sources said.

An Air India Boeing 787
Dreamliner carrying over 240
people had crashed moments af-
ter taking off from the Ahmed-
abad airport on June 12, killing
all but one person aboard in one
of the worst aviation disasters
that has brought the issue of air
safety into sharp focus.

Some members of the Public
Accounts Committee, led by
Congress MP K C Venugopal,
demanded an audit of the Bu-
reau of Civil Aviation Security,
citing a spate of incidents con-
cerning operational safety, and
asked when the probe report in-
to the crash will be ready.

With the probe still going
on, there was no detailed dis-
cussion on the Ahmedabad
crash, and members confined
themselves to broader concerns
about safety. Venugopal told
reporters after the meeting that
the committee members were
all worried about safety issues,
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Puri defamation: HC refuses
to accept TMC MP’s apology

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court Tuesday refused to
accept the written apology of TMC MP Saket Gokhale in
a case over his alleged defamatory utterances against
former diplomat Lakshmi Murdeshwar Puri. A bench of
Justices Navin Chawla and Renu Bhatnagar was dealing
with Gokhale's appeal against a single judge's July 1,
2024 verdict restraining the TMC leader from publishing
further on social media or any online platform against
Puri. The single judge also directed him to apologise to
her and pay %50 lakh in damages. The division bench
said the contents of his affidavit couldn't be taken on
record while asking Gokhale's counsel to withdraw the

apology and file a fresh one.

with NCP MP Praful Patel not-
ing that several incidents fol-
lowing the crash were reported
and that every passenger wants
to feel safe about their journey.
Members grilled official
agencies over what some of
them described as an “arbi-
trary” surge in air ticket pric-
es and cited a host of examples,
including the manifold hike
in fares for planes flying from
Srinagar after the Pahalgam
terror attack and during the
Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj, ac-
cording to the sources. When
an official said the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DG-
CA) will be talking to airlines to
have a consensus on developing
a mechanism against it, a BJP
member shot back wondering if
the unfair practice will contin-
ue for want of consensus while
some other MPs added that the
aviation regular has the remit
to take action. The DGCA said
it will be putting guidelines in
place to curb any unreasonable
surge in prices, the sources said.
Amid complaints of broken
or uncomfortable seats in
Air India planes and other is-
sues of passenger convenience,
an MP in the meeting recalled
his recent visit abroad in
the business class of the air-
line, highlighting his discom-
fort caused by the condition of
the seat.

Air India CEO Wilson said
his airline is working to address
these concerns and will do an
overhaul of its fleet in two years.

Some members demanded an
overall safety audit of all flights
in operation, with the DGCA
asserting that it has kept pas-
sengers' well-being paramount.

E—

BMS not to participate
in general strike today

New Delhi: RSS-aligned Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh
(BMS) Tuesday said it will not participate in the
nationwide general strike called July 9 by a forum
of 10 central trade unions and their associate
federations. According to a statement, the BMS
has stated that certain trade unions have decided
to go on strike Wednesday to protest against the
government's plan to implement labour codes and
it is not participating in this agitation. The BMS has
stated that the government has given heed to its
suggestion to make changes in labour codes and
also ready for more such corrective steps in the
interest of workers.

1 The project is a recipe for

' ecological and humanitarian

4 disaster. Why has the panel's
' report been submitted in a
'sealed cover'? Why this
level of secrecy?

JAIRAM RAMESH | CONGRESS LEADER

KEY SUSPECT IN GOPAL KHEMKA
MURDER KILLED IN GUNFIGHT

A key suspect in the murder of industrialist
Gopal Khemka was killed in a gunfight with

the police in Patna's Damaria Ghat area in the
early hours of Tuesday, officials said. Vikas
alias Raja (29), the suspect, was wanted in sev-
eral other criminal cases as well, they said

- o _.

A rickshaw puller carries passengers through a waterlogged street after rainfall in Kolkata, West Bengal

Nitish govt announces 35%
quota for women in govt jobs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Patna, July 8: The Bihar
cabinet Tuesday decided that
the 35 per cent quota for wom-
en in government jobs will now
be restricted to only permanent
residents of the state.

The decision was taken with
barely a few months left before
the state goes to the polls, amid
growing demands for the imple-
mentation of a domicile policy
in government jobs.

"The cabinet approved an im-
portant proposal of the General
Administration Department,
allowing the 35 per cent quota
for women in government jobs
to be restricted only for perma-
nent residents of Bihar. The
new policy will enhance finan-
cial independence and job se-
curity for permanent resident
women of the state," Additional
Chief Secretary (Cabinet Secre-
tariat) S Siddhartha said.

The government had intro-
duced 35 per cent reservation
for women in government jobs
at all levels in 2016. Earlier,
women from any state could
have taken advantage of it.

Ahead of the assembly elec-

Judicial custody for Kolkata law college gangrape accused

Kolkata: A Kolkata court Tuesday remanded three persons, accused in the gang rape of a student in a law
college here to judicial custody till July 22. The police prosecutors prayed that prime accused Monojit Mishra,
an alumnus and temporary staffer of the college, and two current students Zaib Ahmed and Pramit Mukherjee,
be remanded to judicial custody. The Alipore court, after hearing all the parties, granted the prayer. A security
guard of the college, Pinaki Banerjee, who was also arrested in connection with the case, was also forwarded
to judicial custody till July 22. It is alleged that the first-year student of South Calcutta Law College was raped
inside the premises of the institute by Mishra, assisted by Ahmed and Mukherjee, on the evening of June 25.

tions, the demand for the imple-
mentation of a domicile policy
has been growing. Leader of the
Opposition Tejashwi Yadav has
promised '100 per cent domicile'
if his RJD comes to power fol-
lowing the polls.

Union minister Chirag Pas-
wan, a BJP ally, also raised his
voice for a domicile policy, but
questioned the RJD's commit-
ment to the issue. Last week, a
large number of job aspirants
demonstrated in the state cap-
ital, demanding the implemen-
tation of the domicile policy in
government jobs.

Dilip Kumar, one of the
leaders of the demonstration,
welcomed the government's
decision. "Now, the government
must introduce a domicile pol-

icy to ensure 90 per cent repre-
sentation of the state's youth in
government jobs," he said.

Meanwhile, the Nitish gov-
ernment Tuesday decided to
constitute the Bihar Youth
Commission, with the aim of
providing more employment
opportunities for the youth of
the state.

The proposal for the consti-
tution of the commission was
approved at a cabinet meeting,
chaired by Kumar.

"I am happy to inform you
that with an aim of providing
more and more employment
opportunities to the youths
of Bihar, training them, and
making them empowered and
capable, the state government
has decided to constitute Bihar
Youth Commission," the CM
said in a post on X.

"This commission will play a
significant role in advising the
government on all matters re-
lated to improving and uplifting
the condition of youths in the
society. It will also coordinate
with government departments
to ensure better education and
employment for the youth,"
he said.

India engaged in efforts to halt
execution of Kerala nurse in Yemen

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 8: India is en-
gaged in efforts to prevent the
execution of Nimisha Priya,
an Indian nurse convicted in a
murder case in Yemen whose
death sentence is set to be car-
ried out July 16, people familiar
with the matter said Tuesday.
Priya, hailing from Kol-
lengode in Kerala's Palakkad
district, was found guilty of
murdering a Yemeni man in
July 2017. He was her business
partner. In 2020, a Yemeni
court handed her the death
sentence, and the country's
Supreme Judicial Council dis-
missed her appeal in November
2023. The 38-year-old nurse is
presently lodged in a jail in
Sana'a, the Yemeni capital city

that is under the control of Iran-
backed Houthis. "We have been
closely following the matter since
then. We have been in regular
touch with local authorities and
her family members and rendered
all possible assistance," said a gov-
ernment source. The people cited
above said New Delhi is engaged
in efforts to prevent the execution
that has been scheduled for July 16.
There are certain complicacies in
the case as the Indian side has no
formal contacts with the Houthi
rebels. Priya's mother Premaku-
mari travelled to Yemen last year
as part of efforts to secure her re-
lease. The Indian side had even
explored the option of securing
Priya's release through "diyat"
or paying "blood money". But
that also ran into some prob-
lems, it is learnt.
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Patanjali launches ‘Dant
Kanti Gandush Oil Pulling’

AGENCIES

Jammu, July 8: Based on
the traditional Ayurvedic
technique, Patanjali launched a
new product called Dant Kanti
Gandush Oil Pulling in a func-
tion held here.

“Gandush” or oil pulling is
considered an essential part of
daily routine (Dinacharya) in
Ayurveda.

The grand launch was con-
ducted by Swami Ramdev,
Acharya Balkrishna and se-
nior members of the Indian
Dental Association (IDA), Ut-
tarakhand Chapter, pesident
Dr Rajeev Bansal, secretary Dr
Vishwajit Walia and treasurer
Dr Vaibhav Pahwa.

Speaking on the occasion,
Swami Ramdev said, “this is
a new milestone in the field of
Yoga and Ayurveda. Patanjali
is promoting not only health-
care but also India’s rich cul-
ture, traditions and scientific
heritage. People today have
forgotten how to manage and
cooperate with their own bod-
ies and Patanjali is helping to
teach this through Yoga and
Ayurveda. This dental prod-
uct shows that India’s ancient
wisdom is still relevant today.”

Acharya Balkrishna added
that this product is the result
of three years of dedicated re-
search by scientists at Patanjali
Research Institute.

He said, “Dant Kanti Gan-
dush Oil Pulling is not just a
routine activity but a form of
medicinal science. Classical
ayurvedic texts like the Chara-
ka Samhita and Sushruta Sam-
hita have mentioned Gandush
as an important method for oral
care. In today’s world, where
dental issues are common, this
product offers a natural, safe
and effective solution. It is the
latest innovation in Patanjali’s
Dant Kanti range.”

Dr Vishwajit Walia, secre-
tary of the Indian Dental Asso-
ciation (Uttarakhand), praised
the efforts of Swami Ramdev
and Acharya Balkrishna in
promoting health through
Yoga and Ayurveda.

E-com, online payments abused for terror financing: FATF

The FATF in its update on TF risks also highlighted the
methods used to raise, move, and manage funds and
other assets for terrorist financing purposes and said

online fund transfers using payment services platform
offer less traceability and transparency compared to

wire-transfer, making it harder to clearly identify
initiators and recipients of transfers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 8: Global ter-
ror financing watchdog FATF
Tuesday cited the February
2019 Pulwama terror attack,
which killed 40 CRPF person-
nel, and the 2022 Gorakhnath
Temple incident to say that
e-commerce platforms and on-

line payment services are being
misused for terror financing.
In its 'Comprehensive Update
on Terrorist Financing Risks',
the FATF also flagged 'state
sponsorship of terrorism' and
said a variety of publicly avail-
able sources of information
and delegations' inputs to this
report indicate that "certain

terrorist organisations have
been and continue to receive

financial and other forms of
support from several national
governments".

"Delegations reported on
this trend by referring to the
use of state sponsorship for
TF (terror financing) either
as fundraising technique or
as part of the financial man-
agement strategy of the cer-
tain organisations engaging
in terrorist acts. Several forms
of support have been reported,
including direct financial sup-
port, logistical and material
support, or the provision of
training," the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF)said.

In June, the FATF, while con-
demning the April 2025, Pahal-
gam terror attack, in which 26

people killed, and saying such
attacks would not have been
possible without financial sup-
port, had said it would come out
with a "comprehensive analysis
of terrorist financing", compil-
ing cases provided by its global
network consisting 200 jurisdic-
tions.

Giving the case study of use
of e-commerce platform for pro-
curement of materials for ter-
rorist attack in India, the FATF
said a key component of the im-
provised explosive device used
in the attack -- aluminum pow-
der -- was procured through the
EPOM Amazon. This material
was used to enhance the impact
of the blast.

In February 2019, a suicide

bombing targeted a convoy of
Indian Security forces in Pul-
wama in Jammu & Kashmir,
resulting in the deaths of 40
soldiers. India's authorities
concluded that the attack was
orchestrated by Jaish-I-Moham-
med (JiM).

As a result of the investi-
gation, 19 individuals were
charged under relevant provi-
sions of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, including
sections related to TF. Among
those charged were seven for-
eign nationals, including the
suicide bomber. LEAs also re-
covered moveable and immov-
able assets connected to the
attack, such as vehicles and
terrorist hideouts.
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These aren’t
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mark a growing
breakdown of pub-
lic order, where
criminal elements
operate with bold impunity and
law-abiding citizens

are increasingly caught in

the crossfire of violence

PARTAP SINGH BAJWA | LOP IN PUNJAB
ASSEMBLY

All depart-
ments must
treat the

index as a foun-
dational tool for
policymaking and
tracking outcomes. ‘-
Departments should formulate ac-
tionable plans based on the index,
prioritising women's empower-
ment in their respective areas.
District-level strategies must be
developed to localise the impact of
state schemes

YOGI ADITYANATH | UTTAR PRADESH CM

The law will .
‘ ensure that [

no person \
dares to indulge

in sacrilege. Our mr
work (on framing

the legislation) is
not finished yet. When the draft is
completely ready, we will share

HARPAL SINGH CHEEMA I PUNJAB FINANCE
MINISTER

POST
OF THE DAY

Thereis a
difference
between a dumb
person and a wise
person.

A dumb person
sees what things

are “today”.
A wise person prepares for the
“future”.

_PS: 1 am not calling you dumb, I am
just making a general point :)
XXX

@Akshat_World

SHORT TAKES

M Lovers found dead
at girl’s home in Delhi

New Delhi: A 20-year-old man
and a teenage girl, who were

in a relationship, allegedly
hanged themselves at the girl's
residence in Delhi's Najafgarh,
an official said Tuesday. The
incident took place around 4
pm Sunday in the Nagli area of
Dwarka's Najafgarh, he said.
According to a senior police
officer, the man and the girl (17)
took the extreme step because
their families disapproved of
their relationship.

M Indian Navy signs

contract with BEL

New Delhi: The Indian Navy
has signed a contract with

a major defence PSU for the
implementation of the National
Maritime Domain Awareness
(NMDA) Project towards
strengthening maritime and
coastal security, the defence
ministry said Tuesday. The
contract was signed in the
presence of Deputy Chief of
the Naval Staff, Vice Admiral
Tarun Sobti, and Chairman
and Managing Director, Bharat
Electronics Limited (BEL),
Bengaluru, Manoj Jain.

M Ashwini Vaishnaw's
father passes away

Jaipur: Union minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw's father
Daulal Vaishnaw passed away
at AlIIMS Jodhpur Tuesday,
hospital authorities said.
Daulal Vaishnaw, 82, had been
critically ill for the past few
days and was undergoing
treatment at the hospital. "It
is with profound sorrow that
we inform you of the demise
of Hon'ble Railway Minister's
father, Shri Daulal Vaishnaw,
today 08 July 2025 at 11:52

am at AlIIMS Jodhpur," the
hospital said in an official
statement.

-
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The work to install 18,996
smart blackboards will be
carried out in five phases.
A teachers’ training
module to teach using the
blackboards has also been

passed in the meeting
ASHISH SO0D I DELHI EDU MINISTER

HAJ COMMITTEE OF INDIA
OPENS APPLICATION PROCESS

The Haj Committee of India, under the
Ministry of Minority Affairs, has of-
ficially started the application process
for Haj 2026 and the online application
window will remain open till July 31,
2025, an official statement said Tuesday

(DS cautions against
8 districts face flash flood risk

collusion between
Pak, China & B’desh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 8: Possible
convergence of interest among
China, Pakistan, and Bangla-
desh may result in serious im-
plications for India's stability
and security dynamics, Chief
of Defence Staff Gen Anil Chau-
han said Tuesday.

In an address at a think-tank,
Gen Chauhan, delving into the
May 7-10 military conflict be-
tween India and Pakistan, said
it was perhaps for the first time
that two nuclear weapon
states were directly engaged in
hostilities.

The top military officer
said economic distress in
the countries in the Indian
Ocean region has given "outside
powers" to leverage their influ-
ence which could create vulner-
abilities for India.

"There is a possible conver-
gence of interest we can talk
about between China, Pakistan,
and Bangladesh that may have im-
plications for India's stability and
security dynamics," Gen Chauhan
said at the event hosted by the Ob-
server Research Foundation.

His comments came as In-
dia's ties with Bangladesh
witnessed a sharp downturn
after deposed prime minister
Sheikh Hasina fled Dhaka and
took shelter in India in August
last year.

While talking about vari-
ous aspects of Operation Sin-
door, the Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) said further "expansion
of space" in conventional oper-
ations is possible by taking it
to newer domains of warfare
like cyber and electromagnet-
ic spheres.

Gen Chauhan said there
have been hundreds of conflicts
around the world ever since
the nuclear weapons were in-
vented, but it was for the first
time that two nuclear weapon
states were directly engaged in
a conflict.

SNIPPETS

Delhi’s overage vehicle fuel ban put on hold till Nov 1

New Delhi: The Centre’s panel on air quality in Delhi-NCR Tuesday
decided to put on hold the implementation of the fuel ban on
end-of-life (EOL) or overage vehicles in the national capital until
November 1, sources said. EOL vehicles are diesel vehicles older

than 10 years and petrol vehicles older than 15 years. According to
directions issued earlier, such vehicles are not to be given fuel in

Delhi from July 1 irrespective of the states they are registered in. Delhi
Environment Minister Manjinder Singh Sirsa last week requested the
Commission For Air Quality Management (CAQM) to withhold action
against such vehicles, calling the move “premature and potentially
counterproductive”, citing “operational and infrastructural challenges”.

Woman, toddler killed by ex-lover

New Delhi: A woman and a six-month-old toddler were found with
their throats slit allegedly by her live-in partner in north Delhi's
Majnu Ka Tila area Tuesday afternoon, an official said. A PCR call

was received at 1.01 pm Tuesday from a caller who claimed that her
daughter and her friend had been murdered in her home, he added.
The victim, believed to be between 22 and 23 years old and originally
from Uttarakhand, had been staying with a friend two blocks away
from her previous residence, where she lived with her former partner,

Nikhil.

Businessman murder: Two suspects killed in encounter

Abohar: Two persons allegedly involved in the murder of businessmen
Sanjay Verma here were shot dead Tuesday in Panj Peer Tibba area
during an exchange of fire with a police team that had gone to the

site to seize weapons and other evidence of the crime, a senior police
official said. The killing of Verma by three motorcycle-borne gunmen in
broad daylight near Bhagat Singh Chowk Panj in the border district of
Fazilka on Monday has sparked outrage with the opposition targeting
the government over the law and order situation.
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Shimla/Nahan, July 8:
With heavy rain pummeling
several parts of Himachal
Pradesh, the local meteorologi-
cal department Tuesday warned
of arisk of low to moderate flash
floods in parts of eight districts
in the next 24 hours.

These districts are Chamba,
Kangra, Mandi, Kullu, Shimla,
Solan, Sirmaur and Una.

Himachal Pradesh has re-
ceived 203.2 mm of rain against
the normal of 152.6 mm from
June 1 to July 8.

The meteorological depart-
ment also issued a 'yellow'
alert warning of heavy rains at
isolated places in seven districts
of the state till next Monday.

The scheduled visit of Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu to the disaster-hit areas
of Janjheli and Thunag in Seraj
assembly segment, represent-
ed by Leader of Opposition Jai
Ram Thakur, was cancelled
Tuesday due to inclement
weather.

A total of 198 roads, includ-
ing 150 in the worst-hit Mandi
district, are closed while 159
transformers and 297 water
supply schemes are affected
in the state, according to the
State Emergency Operation
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Himachal Pradesh
has received 203.2
mm of rain against
the normal of
152.6 mm from
June 1to July 8

Centre (SEOC).

Torrential rains in the Sir-
maur for the past 24 hours
have disrupted normal life, and
Tons, Yamuna and Giri rivers
are in spate. The district ad-
ministration has warned peo-
ple not to go close to the rivers,
rivulets and Nullahas.

Nahan received 124.2 mm of
rain in the past 24 hours.

According to the District Di-
saster Management Authority,
three warnings of excess flood
water release from the Jattaun
Barrage in the main Giri River,
which crosses the Paonta area
to join Yamuna, were received
from the Jattaun Barrage offi-
cials. The barrage is situated
on the Giri River, near Dadahu
in Sirmaur district.

A 50-metre stretch of Na-
han-Kumarhatti National
Highway (NH 907A) was badly
damaged and a narrow passage
is left for vehicular movement
as floods in the main drain in

People take rest under the shade of a tree on a hot and humid day in Srinagar

Nahan passing through the
Banog area caused havoc,
said executive engineer (NH)
Rakesh Khanduja.

Damage was also caused to
the Himachal Pradesh Forest
Corporation's Resin and Tur-
pentine factory complex. The
general manager of the facto-
ry, Ved Sharma, said that flood
water has damaged tanks, ma-
chinery and dumping facilities
of the factory. Production has
been halted and it might take
three to four days to resume.

A section of residents in
Banog claimed that the main
reason for the flood in the
sewage drain (Nullaha) is the
construction of a common
park on this sewage Nullaha
by forming three culverts in
the Nullaha area, which got
choked due to heavy flow of
water with muck. As a result,
the water started flowing on
the roads and entered the res-
idential area.

The monsoon hit Himachal
Pradesh June 20. Mandi dis-
trict recorded 110 per cent ex-
cess rain in the June 1-8 period,
Shimla 89 per cent and Una 86
per cent.

Parts of the state have been
receiving moderate to heavy
rain since Monday evening.

Nahan has recorded 124.2
mm of rainfall, followed by 85
in Gohar mm, 84.5 mm in Sara-
han, 60 mm in Baijnath, 48 mm
in Poanta Sahib, 46.2 mm in
Naina Devi, 37 mm in Kasauli,
28 mm in Jogindernagar, 27.2
mm in Palampur, 24.5 in Dhau-
lakuan and 20 mm in Shimla,
according to the weather office.

Himachal Pradesh has
witnessed 31 flash floods, 22
cloudbursts and 17 landslides
since the onset of monsoon
June 20, and 52 people have
died in rain-related incidents
in the state so far, according
to officials.

Cong slams govt, SEBI
over inaction on Jane
Street ‘Illegal Profits’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 8: The Con-
gress Tuesday questioned
market regulator SEBI and
the government for failing to
protect the interest of small
investors and check outflow
of “illegal profits” made by US
algorithm trading firm Jane
Street through stock market
manipulation.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Congress' head of
social media department Su-
priya Shrinate said Jane Street,
which manipulated the Indian
stock market through algo-
rithms and made thousands of
crores in illegal profits in the
Futures and Options market
has caused massive losses to
ordinary retail investors, while
regulator SEBI remained a si-
lent spectator.

"Why was SEBI sleeping for
all these 4.5 years when Jane
Street was manipulating the
direct equity market and the
F&O market," she asked, alleg-
ing that instead of protecting
small investors, SEBI turned a
blind eye to "rampant fraudu-
lent activities".

"Isn't it true that Jane Street
transferred a massive amount
out of India? The government
and SEBI woke up only when
FII outflow numbers skyrocket-
ed. They didn't wake up to pro-
tect small investors but rather
when foreign institutional in-
vestors withdrew large sums
from India," she alleged.
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Shrinate asked how much
money has Jane Street repatri-
ated in the last four and a half
years, as its numbers from 2023
to 2025 are only known.

She claimed that Jane Street
began operations in 2020 and
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI) has admitted
that its profits are illegal.

"What will you do about
the money repatriated to the
United States? How will you
retrieve it?

She alleged that there are
countless examples of institu-
tions collapsing under the Modi
government and SEBI instead
of protecting small investors,
turned a blind eye to "fraudu-
lent activities".

"Why did SEBI ignore the
red flags, and what were other
agencies like the ED, CBI, In-
come Tax, and others doing?,"
the Congress leader asked.

"Did the Prime Minister
and Home Minister know
about this scam and market
manipulation? Is it not true
that Jane Street's repatria-
tion of large sums was driv-
ing FII outflows, which is
why the government woke
up," Shrinate also asked.

She also claimed that Lead-
er of Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi has repeated-
ly warned the government
and market regulator SEBI to
protect and ring-fence small
investors in the volatile and
highly risky Futures and
Options Market.

TN: Three school
students killed in
van-train collision

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Cuddalore (Tamil Nadu),
July 8:) Three school students
were killed in this district Tues-
day when the van they were
travelling in collided with a
passenger train, even as dif-
ferent versions of the tragic
incident surfaced.

The gatekeeper posted at the
level crossing in question has
been suspended and arrested,
Southern Railway, which apol-
ogised for the "unfortunate in-
cident," said.

Around 7.45 am, the school
van carrying the students at-
tempted to cross the railway
level crossing Gate No. 170 (a
non-interlocked manned gate)
between Cuddalore and Alap-
pakkam, and was hit by Train
No. 56813 Villupuram-May-
iladuthurai passenger, it added.
Due to the impact, the van was
flung a distance away from the
level crossing. The loco pilot
managed to stop the train af-
ter traversing some distance,
police said.

Many of you can walk on moon: Shubhanshu to students

Shukla, who has now spent 12 days at the orbital laboratory, was interacting with students of seven schools from Meghalaya and Assam
who gathered at the North East Space Applications Centre (NESAC) in Shillong for the rare opportunity to talk to an astronaut in orbit

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 8: “Many
of you can become future as-
tronauts, even walk on the
Moon,” Shubhanshu Shukla
told a bunch of excited school
students during an interaction
through amateur radio from
the International Space Station
Tuesday.

Shukla, who has now spent 12
days at the orbital laboratory,
was interacting with students
of seven schools from Megha-
laya and Assam who gathered
at the North East Space Appli-
cations Centre (NESAC) in Shil-
long for the rare opportunity to
talk to an astronaut in orbit.

The students had submit-

ted 20 questions to Shukla,
and he used a 10-minute win-
dow to connect with them via
Ham radio to share his experi-
ences on the ISS, training as an
astronaut, and staying healthy
while in space.

"I will be back, and I will
guide you. Many of you will
become future astronauts. Stay
curious, work hard, and believe
in yourself, someone from you
could even walk on the Moon,"
Shukla said. He said life on-
board the space station is not
guided by sunlight, but by the
clock set to Greenwich Mean
Time (GMT).

"We don't follow the Sun.
On the ISS, we see 16 sunrises
and sunsets every day because

we circle the Earth every 90
minutes. Our activities aren't
guided by sunlight, but by
GMT," Shukla said. He said the
human body goes through a lot
of changes in microgravity, and
it was necessary for astronauts

to follow a regular exercise rou-
tine to stay healthy in orbit.
"We grow up in gravity on
Earth, but here in space, there
is none. The body goes through
a lot of changes, and it takes
some time to adapt. I experi-

enced some space sickness at
first, but there are medica-
tions, and we adapt quickly,"
Shukla said.

"Microgravity causes muscle
and bone loss. So we exercise
every day using treadmills,
cycles, and strength training
machines. It's essential to stay
fit for the mission and for our
return to Earth."

Stressing the importance of
physical and mental prepara-
tion, Shukla said astronauts
train extensively in Russia,
India, and other partner coun-
tries to handle every conceiv-
able scenario, especially emer-
gencies.

"Most of our training is
about handling off-nominal

situations. Teamwork and
a strong support system are
crucial," he said.

"Robotics and Al are integral
to our mission. We use robotic
arms for many internal and ex-
ternal tasks, making our work
safer and more efficient on the
Space Station," Shukla said.

Students from  Army
Public School-Shillong,
Alpha Higher Secondary
School-Nongpoh, ARYA
Vidyapith High School-Gu-
wahati, The Christ Senior
Secondary School-Umiam,
PM SHRI Kendriya Vidya-
laya-Barapani, The Army
Public School-Umroi, and B K
Bajoria School-Shillong had
signed up for the event.




@ Orissa

WEDNESDAY | JULY 9, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

International

Gy

An approach |
‘ focused only

on punitive
measures, in our
view, is unlikely
to succeed. The
United Nations and
the broader international commu-
nity have adopted more balanced
and nuanced approaches in other
post-conflict contexts
PARVATHANENI HARISH I INDIA'S PERMANENT
REPRESENTATIVE TO UN

The United
Kingdom is
a strategic

partner, an ally, a
friend... Our bond
is longstanding,

forged by history
and strengthened by trust

EMMANUEL MACRON I FRENCH PRESIDENT

1 would like
‘ to clarify that
any expres-

sion of mine, which
may have been
interpreted as a
direct accusation
about participation
in a coup attempt in Colombia
had no in intention of signaling
anyone personally or

questioning the role of the United
States, without any proof

GUSTAVO PETRO I COLOMBIAN PRESIDENT

SHORT TAKES

[ 18 missing as Nepal
bridge washes away

Kathmandu: At least eighteen
people were missing after
ariver flooded by monsoon
rains Tuesday washed

away the Friendship Bridge
connecting Nepal with China.
The continuous monsoon
rainfall in China on Monday
night triggered a flood in the
Bhotekoshi River in Nepal.

The Miteri Bridge in Rasuwa
district, 120 km northeast

of Kathmandu, was swept
away by flooding at around
3:15 am Tuesday. Eighteen
people, including six Chinese
nationals, have gone missing,
official sources said. According
to the National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
Authority (NDRRMA), 11 people,
including two police personnel,
were rescued by the joint team
of Nepal Army, Armed Police
Force and Nepal Police. Arjun
Paudel, chief district officer of
Rasuwa, said the flood caused
heavy damage. Authorities have
advised residents downstream
to move to safer areas. The
flooding also swept away
several houses and five electric
vehicles imported from China.
Meanwhile, police recovered
two bodies from the Trishuli
River in Gajuri Rural Municipality
of Dhading district on Tuesday
morning. Their identities could
not be ascertained. Nepal
Army's rescue team also
rescued 23 labourers, including
a Chinese national, who were
stranded at Rasuwagadhi
Hydropower project after the
area was submerged due to
flood triggered by heavy rain.
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[ Iran: 1,060 killed
in war with Israel

Dubai: Iran's government has
issued a new death toll for

its war with Israel, saying

at least 1,060 people were
killed and warning that the
figure could rise. Saeed
Ohadi, the head of Iran's
Foundation of Martyrs and
Veterans Affairs, gave the
figure in an interview aired by
Iranian state television late
Monday. Ohadi warned the
death toll may reach 1,100
given how severely some
people were wounded. During
the war, Iran downplayed

the effects of Israel's 12-day
bombardment of the country,
which decimated its air
defences, destroyed military
sites and damaged its nuclear
facilities. Since a ceasefire
took hold, Iran slowly has
been acknowledging the
breadth of the destruction,
though it still has not said
how much military materiel it
lost. The Washington-based
Human Rights Activists group,
which has provided detailed
casualty figures from multiple
rounds of unrest in Iran, has
said 1,190 people were killed,
including 436 civilians and 435
security force members.

bb Now, we've made a deal
with the United King-
dom, we've made a deal with
China...We're close to making a

deal with India...Others we met
with and we don't think we're

so we just send them a letter.
If you want to play ball, this is
what you have to pay.

going to be able to make a deal,

THAILAND’S CABINET
WITHDRAWS CASINO BILL

Thailand's Cabinet Tuesday
withdrew a controversial
bill that aims to legalise
casinos after the Prime
Minister was suspended
last week over an ethics
investigation.

Trump says US will send
more weapons to Ukraine

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, July 8: Presi-
dent Donald Trump said Mon-
day the US will have to send
more weapons to Ukraine, just
days after ordering a pause in
critical weapons deliveries to
Kyiv.

The comments by Trump ap-
peared to be an abrupt change
in posture after the Pentagon
announced last week that it
would hold back delivering to
Ukraine some air defence mis-
siles, precision-guided artillery
and other weapons because of
what US officials said were
concerns that stockpiles have
declined too much.

“We have to,” Trump said.
“They have to be able to de-
fend themselves. They're
getting hit very hard now.
We're going to send some
more weapons — defensive
weapons primarily.”

The pause had come at a
difficult moment for Ukraine,
which has faced increasing —
and more complex — air bar-
rages from Russia during the
more than three-year-long war.
Russian attacks on Ukraine
killed at least 11 civilians and
injured more than 80 others, in-
cluding seven children, officials
said Monday.

The move last week to
abruptly pause shipments of Pa-
triot missiles, precision-guided
GMLRS, Hellfire missiles and
Howitzer rounds and weapon-
ry took Ukrainian officials and
other allies by surprise.

The Pentagon affirmed late
Monday that at Trump’s direc-
tion, it would resume weap-
ons shipments to Ukraine “to
ensure the UKrainians can
defend themselves while we
work to secure a lasting peace
and ensure the Kkilling stops.”
Still, spokesman Sean Parnell
added that its framework for
Trump to evaluate military
shipments worldwide contin-
ues as part of “America First”
defence priorities.

Trump, speaking at the start
of a dinner he was hosting for
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu at the White
House on Monday, vented
his growing frustration with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin. Trump has struggled to
find a resolution to the war in
Ukraine but maintains he's de-

Impostor uses Al to
impersonate Rubio

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, July 8: The
State Department is warning
US diplomats of attempts to
impersonate Secretary of State
Marco Rubio and possibly other
officials using technology driv-
en by artificial intelligence, ac-
cording to two senior officials
and a cable sent last week to all
embassies and consulates.

The warning came after the
department discovered that an
impostor posing as Rubio had
attempted to reach out to at
least three foreign ministers,
a US senator and a governor,
according to the July 3 cable,
which was first reported by The
Washington Post.

The recipients of the scam
messages, which were sent
by text, Signal and voice mail,
were not identified in the cable,
a copy of which was shared
with The Associated Press.

Perils o

he number of tourists
I heading to Antarctica
has been skyrocketing.
From fewer than 8,000 a year
about three decades ago, near-
1y 125,000 tourists flocked to the
icy continent in 2023-24. The
trend is likely to continue in
the long term.

Unchecked tourism growth
in Antarctica risks undermin-
ing the very environment that
draws visitors. This would be
bad for operators and tourists.
It would also be bad for Antarc-
tica — and the planet.

Over the past two weeks, the
nations that decide what hu-
man activities are permitted
in Antarctica have convened in
Italy. The meeting incorporates
discussions by a special work-
ing group that aims to address
tourism issues.

It's not easy to manage tour-
ist visitors to a continent be-
yond any one country's control.
So, how do we stop Antarctica
being loved to death? The an-
swer may lie in economics.

We recently modelled future
visitor trends in Antarctica. A

—1 conservative scenario shows

“The State Department is
aware of this incident and is cur-
rently investigating the matter,”
it said. “The department takes
seriously its responsibility to
safeguard its information and
continuously takes steps to im-
prove the department's cyberse-
curity posture to prevent future
incidents.”

It declined to comment fur-
ther due to “security reasons”
and the ongoing investigation.

One of the officials said the
hoaxes had been unsuccessful
and “not very sophisticated”.
Nonetheless, the second official
said the department deemed it
“prudent” to advise all employ-
ees and foreign governments,
particularly as efforts by for-
eign actors to compromise in-
formation security increase.

The officials were not autho-
rized to discuss the matter pub-
licly and spoke on condition of
anonymity.

termined to quickly conclude a
conflict that he had promised as
candidate to end of Day One of
his second term.

He has threatened, but
held off on, imposing new
sanctions against Russia's oil
industry to try to prod Putin
into peace talks.

Sen Lindsey Graham said
last week that Trump has given
him the go-ahead to push for-
ward with a bill he's co-spon-
soring that calls, in part, for a
500% tariff on goods imported
from countries that continue
to buy Russian oil. The move
would have huge ramifica-
tions for China and India, two
economic behemoths that buy
Russian oil.

“I'm not happy with Pres-
ident Putin at all," Trump
said Monday.

DONALD TRUMP I US PRESIDENT

Netanyahu meets s Trump

REUTERS

Washington/Tel Aviv, July
8: US President Donald Trump,
hosting Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu at the
White House Monday, said the
United States had scheduled
talks with Iran and indicated
progress on a controversial
effort to relocate Palestinians
out of Gaza.

Speaking to reporters at the
beginning of a dinner between
US and Israeli officials, Net-
anyahu said the United States
and Israel were working with
other countries who would give
Palestinians a “better future,”
suggesting that the residents of
Gaza could move to neighbor-
ing nations.

“If people want to stay, they
can stay, but if they want to
leave, they should be able to
leave,” Netanyahu said.

“We're working with the
United States very closely about
finding countries that will seek
to realize what they always say,
that they wanted to give the Pal-
estinians a better future. I think
we're getting close to finding
several countries.”

Trump, who initially de-
murred to Netanyahu when
asked about the relocating of
Palestinians, said the countries
around Israel were helping out.
“We've had great cooperation
from ... surrounding coun-
tries, great cooperation from
every single one of them. So
something good will happen,”
Trump said.

The president earlier this
year floated relocating Pales-
tinians and taking over the
Gaza Strip to turn it into the
“Riviera of the Middle East.”
Gazans criticized the propos-
al and vowed never to leave
their homes in the coastal en-
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clave. Human rights groups
condemned the plan as ethnic
cleansing.

Trump and Netanyahu met
for several hours in Washing-
ton while Israeli officials con-
tinued indirect negotiations
with Hamas aimed at securing
a US-brokered Gaza ceasefire
and hostage-release deal.

Netanyahu's visit follows
Trump's prediction, on the
eve of their meeting, that such
a deal could be reached this
week. Before heading to Wash-
ington, the right-wing Israeli
leader said his discussions with
Trump could help advance ne-
gotiations under way in Qatar
between Israel and the Palestin-
ian militant group.

It was Trump's third face-to-
face encounter with Netanya-
hu since returning to office in
January, and came just over
two weeks after the president
ordered the bombing of Irani-
an nuclear sites in support of
Israeli air strikes. Trump then
helped arrange a ceasefire in
the 12-day Israel-Iran war.

Trump said his administra-
tion would be meeting with
Iran. "We have scheduled Iran
talks, and they ... want to talk.
They took a big drubbing," he
said.

Trump's Middle East envoy
Steve Witkoff said the meeting
would take place in the next
week or so.

Storms, fires hit Balkans
following extreme heat

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Belgrade, July 8: A severe
hail storm ripped trees and
roofs in Croatia Tuesday
while hundreds of fires raged
in neighbouring Serbia follow-
ing a period of extremely hot
weather in parts of the Balkan
region.

A brief but powerful storm
hit Croatia's Adriatic Sea port
of Split during the morning
Tuesday. High winds and hail
damaged the roof of the city's
soccer stadium and caused a
ferry to slip its moorings at the
port which then hit two other
vessels, one of which sank.

At least three people were
injured in the storm, and ma-
terial damage across the city
was huge. Photos carried by
Croatian media showed downed
trees and flooded streets.

The Index news portal said

that offices and the pitch it-
self at Split's Poljud stadium
were damaged as well as the
roof. The report quoted the
Split meteorological service
as saying that “such storms
are usual after a long period
of heat with extremely hot
days.”

Previously, Croatia and the
rest of the Balkans experienced
a heat wave with temperatures
reaching 40 degrees Celsius and
more. Meteorologists said the

storms prefigured cooler days
ahead with temperatures set to
drop to around 20 degrees Cel-
sius in some areas.

The weather service in
neighbouring Slovenia said
on Tuesday that snow fell
at high altitudes in the Alps
while the rest of the country
has been pounded with heavy
rain and hail. In Serbia, fire-
fighters battled more than
600 wild fires on Monday that
injured six people.

US revokes terrorism
designation of new
Syrian leader’s group

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, July 8: The
Trump administration is revok-
ing the terrorism designation
of a group led by Syria's new
president as part of a broader
US engagement with the tran-
sitional government since the
ouster of former leader Bashar
Assad late last year.

In a statement released Mon-
day, Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said the move, which will
take effect Tuesday, “recognis-
es the positive actions taken by
the new Syrian government"
under President Ahmad al-
Sharaa.

Earlier Monday, the Federal
Register published an advance
notice, which said Rubio made
the decision on June 23 in con-
sultation with the attorney
general and treasury secretary.
The decision had not been pre-
viously announced, although it
was made as the Trump admin-
istration has been moving to
ease or end many US sanctions
that had been imposed during
Assad's rule.

The step looks to further end
Syria's isolation since a light-
ning rebel offensive ousted the
Assad family from decades of
rule and give the new govern-
ment a boost as it tries to re-
build a country shattered by
13 years of civil war.

President Donald Trump,
before having dinner Monday
with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu at the
White House, repeated that he
previously had been told that
Syria's new leader “comes from
a very tough background.”

“I said, Well, you know, I'm
not that surprised. It's a tough
part of the world,"” said Trump,
who met with al-Sharaa in Sau-
di Arabia in May. “But I was
very impressed by him. But we
took the sanctions off because
we want to give them a chance.”

The brief notice offered no
details about the revocation of
the foreign terrorist organisa-
tion designation for the al-Nus-
rah Front, also known as Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham. Al-Nusrah was
originally designated a foreign
terrorist organisation for its pre-
vious affiliation with al-Qaida. In
2017, it split and changed its name
to Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, which
the first Trump administration
added to the initial designation.

Syria has been improving rela-
tions with the United States and
other Western countries follow-
ing the fall of Assad in December
in an offensive led by al-Sharaa
's group. On June 30, seven days
after Rubio signed the revoca-
tion, Trump inked an executive
order ending many US econom-
ic sanctions on Syria, following
through on a promise he made to
al-Sharaa when they met.

“This FTO revocation is
an important step in fulfilling
President Trump's vision of
a stable, unified, and peace-
ful Syria," Rubio said in his
statement.

unchecked tourism growth in Antarctica

by 2033-34, visitor numbers
could reach around 285,000.
Under the least conservative
scenario, numbers could reach
450,000 — however, this figure
incorporates pent-up demand
from COVID shutdowns that
will likely diminish.

The vast majority of the
Antarctic tourism industry
comprises cruise-ship tourism
in the Antarctic Peninsula. A
small percentage of visitors
travel to the Ross Sea region
and parts of the continent's
interior.

Antarctic tourism is man-
aged by an international set of
agreements together known as
the Antarctic Treaty System, as
well as the International Asso-
ciation of Antarctica Tour Op-
erators (IAATO).

The Treaty System is noto-
riously slow-moving and riv-
en by geopolitics, and TAATO
does not have the power to cap
visitor numbers.

About two-thirds of Antarctic
tourists land on the continent.
The visitors can threaten frag-
ile ecosystems by: compacting
soils; trampling fragile vegeta-

tion; introducing non-native
microbes and plant species;
disturbing breeding colonies
of birds and seals.

Even when cruise ships don't
dock, they can cause problems
such as air, water and noise
pollution - as well as anchor-
ing that can damage the seabed.

Then there's carbon emis-
sions. Each cruise ship trav-
eller to Antarctica typically
produces between 3.2 and 4.1
tonnes of carbon, not including
travel to the port of departure.
This is similar to the carbon
emissions an average person

produces in a year.

Global warming caused by
carbon emissions is damaging
Antarctica. At the Peninsula
region, glaciers and ice shelves
are retreating and sea ice is
shrinking, affecting wildlife
and vegetation.

Of course, Antarctic tourism
represents only a tiny fraction
of overall emissions. Howev-
er, the industry has a moral
obligation to protect the place
that maintains it. And tourism
in Antarctica can compound
damage from climate change,
tipping delicate ecosystems

into decline.

Some operators use hybrid
ships and less polluting fuels,
and offset emissions to offer
carbon-neutral travel. IAATO
has pledged to halve emissions
by 2050 — a positive step.

Market-based tools — such as
taxes, cap-and-trade schemes
and certification — have been
used in environmental man-
agement around the world.
Research shows these tools
could also prevent Antarctic
tourist numbers from getting
out of control. One option is
requiring visitors to pay a
tourism tax. This would help
raise revenue to support en-
vironmental monitoring and
enforcement in Antarctica, as
well as fund research.

Such a tax already exists in
the small South Asian nation
of Bhutan, where each tourist
pays a tax of USD 100 a night.
But while a tax might deter the
budget-conscious, it probably
wouldn't deter high income,
experience-driven tourists.

Alternatively, a cap-and-
trade system would create a
limited number of Antarctica

visitor permits for a fixed pe-
riod. The initial distribution
of permits could be among
tourism operators or coun-
tries, via negotiation, auction
or lottery. Unused permits
could then be sold, making
them quite valuable.

Caps have been successful
at managing tourism impacts
elsewhere, such as Lord Howe
Island, although there are no
trades allowed in that system.

Any cap on tourist num-
bers in Antarctica, and rules
for trading, must be based on
evidence about what the envi-
ronment can handle. But there
is alack of precise data on Ant-
arctica's carrying capacity. And
permit allocations amongst the
operators and nations would
need to be fair and inclusive.

Alternatively, existing in-
dustry standards could be
augmented with independent
schemes certifying particular
practices — for example, reduc-
ing carbon footprints. This
could be backed by robust
monitoring and enforcement
to avoid greenwashing.
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develop practical,
investment-ready solutions with
the potential to scale across coun-
tries and technologies
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Since June, P
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appeal of gold to o
customers. Long- | ’

term demand has

also been sustained by central
bank purchases, particularly from
developing nations like China and
India
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M EV sales up

Mumbai: Electric vehicle

(EV) sales in India rose 28.60
. per cent to 1,80,238 units in
June over the period year-ago,
driven by massive jump in
e-passenger vehicle volumes,
Federation of Automobile
Dealers' Association (FADA)
said in a statement Tuesday.
Electric passenger vehicle
sales, as per FADA data, stood
at 13,178 units in the previous
month compared to 7,323
e-PVs in June 2024, registering
a sharp increase of 79.95
per cent year-on-year. The
e-passenger vehicles' share
in the overall electric vehicle
market shot up to 4.4 per cent
in June 2025 from 2.5 per cent
in June 2024, it said. Electric
three-wheeler volumes during
the month under review were
recorded at 60,559 units, up
15.79 per cent from 52,302 units
in the same month last year.
The e-three-wheeler segment,
as per FADA data, rose to
60.2 per cent in the total EVs
demand in June 2025 against
55.4 per cent in the period a
year earlier.

[ Tata Motors sales dip

New Delhi: Tata Motors
Tuesday reported a 9 per

cent dip in total global sales

t0 2,99,664 units in the June
quarter. The company had sold
3,29,847 units in the April-

June quarter of FY25. Global
wholesales of passenger
vehicles were lower by 10 per
cent year-on-year at 1,24,809
units in the first quarter, Tata
Motors said in a statement.
Jaguar Land Rover dispatches
stood at 87,286 units in the
April-June quarter, a drop of 11
per cent over the same period
last fiscal. Global wholesale

of all Tata Motors commercial
vehicles and the Tata Daewoo
range in Q1 FY26 were 87,569
units, a decline of 6 per cent
over Q1 of FY25. Shares of Tata
Motors Tuesday ended 0.64
per cent up at ¥693.25 apiece
on BSE.

¥ Titan sees growth

New Delhi: Tata group's
jewellery and watchmaking
brand Titan has reported

a 20 per cent growth in its
standalone revenue in the June
quarter of FY26, according to
the latest quarterly updates
by the company. Its jewellery
division, which contributes
over 80 per cent of its revenue,
reported an 18 per cent growth
on a year-on-year basis. Out
of the total proceeds from

the fresh issue of shares, the
company will use 226 crore
for capital expenditure related
to the fit-outs in new centres
and security deposits for these
new centres. It will utilise ¥114
crore for payment of loans,
and the remaining funds will
be used for general corporate
purposes.
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India had rarely
bought US LPG in
the past due to higher
freight costs, but state
retailers began buying
US LPG in May after
China imposed
retaliatory import
tariffs on US propane

REUTERS

New Delhi, July 8: India plans
to source about 10 per cent of its
cooking gas imports from US
beginning in 2026 as part of a
broader effort to boost energy
purchases to narrow its trade
gap with Washington, four in-
dustry refining sources familiar
with the matter said.

The world's third biggest oil
importer and consumer relies
heavily on Middle Eastern pro-
ducers of liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG), with more than 90
per cent of its roughly 20.5 mil-
lion metric tons of imports in
2024 coming from the region.

LPG is a mix of propane and

SENSEX ADVANCES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, July 8: Benchmark
BSE Sensex closed higher by
270 points Tuesday, helped by
late-day buying in banking and
select IT shares.

30-share barometer rose by
270.01 points or 0.32 per cent to
close at 83,712.51. The 50-share
NSE Nifty climbed 61.20 points
or 0.24 per cent to settle at
25,522.50, after a muted trading
session.

From the Sensex firms, Ko-
tak Mahindra Bank, Eternal,
Asian Paints, NTPC, Bharat
Electronics Ltd, Adani Ports,
Infosys and State Bank of India
were among the major gainers.
However, Titan tumbled over 6
per cent.

In Asian markets, South Ko-
rea's Kospi, Japan's Nikkei 225
index, Shanghai's SSE Compos-
ite index and Hong Kong's Hang
Seng settled in the positive ter-
ritory.

The BSE smallcap gauge de-
clined 0.17 per cent while mid-
cap index ended flat, up by just
0.01 per cent.

Among BSE sectoral indices,
realty jumped 1.08 per cent,
bankex (0.72 per cent), power
(0.70 per cent), services (0.68 per
cent), utilities (0.68 per cent)
and financial services (0.45 per
cent).

Consumer Durables dropped
1.68 per cent, telecommunica-
tion (0.47 per cent), auto (0.37
per cent), and consumer dis-
cretionary (0.09 per cent).

European markets were
trading on a mixed note. Glob-
al oil benchmark Brent crude
dipped 0.59 per cent to $69.17
per barrel. Foreign Institu-
tional Investors (FIIs) bought
equities worth %321.16 crore
on Monday, according to ex-
change data.

Domestic Institutional Inves-
tors (DIIs) also bought stocks
worth %1,853.39 crore.

!

butane used for cooking fuel and
is mainly imported by state re-
tailers Indian Oil Corp, Bharat
Petroleum Corp and Hindustan
Petroleum Corp and sold at a
subsidised price to households.
India had rarely bought US
LPG in the past due to higher
freight costs, but state retailers
began buying US LPG in May
after China imposed retaliatory
import tariffs on US propane.
India plans to eliminate im-
port tax on US propane and
butane used for making LPG,
sources previously told Reuters.
India has pledged to increase
US energy purchases by $10
billion to $25 billion in the near
future and the two nations in

FSSAI warns DTC

The regulator asked
e-platforms (Direct to
consumer) to follow all
Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) and
rules stipulated under
the FSS Act

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 8: Food reg-
ulator FSSAI Tuesday warned
e-commerce platforms of severe
action if they fail to comply
with food safety protocols.

The warning was given at a
meeting chaired by the FSSAI
CEO with more than 70 rep-
resentatives of leading e-com-
merce platforms. The focus of
the meeting was to strengthen
food safety and hygiene practic-
es throughout the e-commerce
food supply chain.

According to a statement, F'S-
SATI's CEO G Kamala Vardhana
Rao told representatives of lead-
ing e-commerce platforms that
"any non-compliance with food

1.

360 ONE GROUP GETS CCI NOD

India and Australia are
talking about rare earth and
there are blocks available.
So there is an opportunity
for India to take an ear-
ly-stage block and have tie-
ups with a few companies

MALINI DUTT | COMMISSIONER (TRADE), NEW
SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT

February agreed to target $500
billion in bilateral trade by 2030.

India's import of US oil has
more than doubled this year,
data obtained from sources
showed.

"We are looking to US as a
reliable alternative source of
both crude and LPG. We need
to diversify our sources of LPG,"
said one of the sources who de-
clined to be named because he
was not authorised to speak to
media.

India has been diversifying
its crude oil suppliers to reduce
geopolitical risks and support
its growing refining capacity.
However, its LPG suppliers re-
main concentrated in the Mid-

safety protocols will be viewed
with utmost seriousness, poten-
tially leading to severe action".

He underscored the impor-
tance of food safety in the rap-
idly expanding e-commerce
marketplace.

Rao directed "all e-commerce
entities to prominently display
their FSSAI License/Registra-
tion numbers on every receipt,
invoice, and cash memo provid-
ed to consumers".

The regulator asked to dis-
play information regarding the
Food Safety Connect App on all
consumer-facing documents.
E-commerce entities were told

dle East, typically purchased on
a free-on-board (FOB) basis.

Chinese import tariffs on US
propane, currently at 10 per
cent, have opened up arbitrage
opportunities for Indian buyers,
further incentivising a shift
toward US cargoes, a second
source said.

"We would prefer to import
from US on a delivered basis to
mitigate freight risks — simi-
lar to how we already buy US
crude," he said.

Indian state refiners are see-
ing annual LPG demand growth
of about five to six per cent, with
total imports projected to rise to
22 million tonnes to 23 million
tonnes by 2026, two of the sourc-
es said.

India's oil ministry and the
three state fuel retailers did
not immediately respond to
requests for comment. Pricing
will be key to determining the
exact volume of US LPG im-
ports, a third industry source
said.

The International Energy
Agency expects India's LPG
demand to grow at an average
of 2.5 per cent between 2024
and 2030, reaching 1.2 million
barrels per day, or roughly 37.7
million tonnes.

industry

to disclose details of all ware-
houses and storage facilities
linked to their operations on
the FoSCoS portal.

The possibility of displaying
the "Date of Expiry/Use By" for
food products at the consumer
interface was also discussed.
Rao instructed all e-commerce
platforms to maintain strict
adherence to hygiene and food
safety protocols across all their
warehouses and storage facil-
ities.

All food handlers involved
in the process, including
e-commerce personnel, must
undergo compulsory FSSAI
FoSTaC (Food Safety Training
& Certification) training in hy-
giene protocols. Platforms are
required to share their train-
ing plans and timelines with
FSSAIL

The regulator asked plat-
forms to follow all Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs)
and rules stipulated under the
FSS Act. All warehouses asso-
ciated with e-commerce oper-
ations should be registered or
licensed by the FSSAI.

Fair trade regulator CCI Tuesday approved 360 ONE
group's proposal to acquire certain businesses of Swit-
zerland-based multinational investment bank UBS AG.
Credit Suisse Securities (India) is a step-down wholly-
owned subsidiary of UBS AG. CCl said it has also cleared
a loan portfolio which forms part of lending and financing
business of UBS Finance India Pvt Ltd, undertaken as a
systematically important non-deposit taking non-banking
financial company by 360 ONE Prime Ltd

JANE STREET TO
CONTEST SEBI

REUTERS

Bangalore, July 8: Jane
Street has told staff it will con-
test a ban by India's financial
regulator which has accused
US high-frequency trading gi-
ant of market manipulation,
adding that its practices in
question were "basic index
arbitrage trading".

Jane Street said it was "be-
yond disappointed" by what it
called "extremely inflamma-
tory" accusations from the Se-
curities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI) and is work-
ing on a formal response, ac-
cording to an internal email
sent to employees.

SEBI Friday barred the
firm from buying and selling
securities in the Indian mar-
ket and seized $567 million of
its funds.

It alleged that Jane Street
bought large quantities of
constituents in India's Bank
Nifty index in the cash and
futures markets to artificially
support the index in morning
trade, while simultaneously
building large short positions
in index options which were
exercised or allowed to expire
later in the day.

The regulator, which
tracked Jane Street's trading
patterns for more than two
years, has also widened its
investigation to include oth-
er indexes and exchanges, a
source has said.

Over the past three years,
India's derivatives market
has had explosive growth as
retail investors swarmed in
and is now the worlds largest.
But that has also led to losses
for many ordinary investors,
which has become a concern
for regulators.

On the contrary, Jane
Street has been sounding out
Indian law firms for its up-

Chinese techies' return 'not' to impact iPhone 17 production

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 8: The return
of Chinese technology profes-
sionals from an Apple vendor's
facility will have no impact on
the production of the upcoming
iPhone 17, sources aware of the
development said Tuesday.
iPhone maker Apple contin-
ues to be on track to scale up pro-
duction in India, sources said.
According to the sources, Ap-
ple vendors in India, Foxconn
and Tata Electronics, have al-
so seen easing of capital goods
sourcing from China. These

capital goods are critical for
the production of iPhones.
“The return of Chinese pro-
fessionals from Foxconn has
had no impact on iPhone pro-
duction. The production of iP-
hone 17 in India will be as per
schedule,” a source said.
Multiple sources have shared
that hundreds of Chinese pro-
fessionals working at Foxconn
India units have returned to
China in the last two months.
According to sources, these
engineers were handling as-
sembly lines, factory design
and also involved in training

talents to handle tools and ma-
chines for iPhone production.
Another source said that

India's apparel, footwear exports to gain as US

INDIA FACES STIFF
COMPETITION FROM
BANGLADESH AND
VIETNAM IN US
GARMENTS MARKET.
HIGH DUTIES ON
BANGLADESH WILL
HELP ENHANCE
COMPETITIVENESS
OF INDIAN PRODUCTS
IN US MARKET

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 8: India's
export sectors such as apparel
and footwear are expected to

gain a competitive edge in the
US market following Washing-
ton's decision to impose higher
tariffs on over a dozen coun-
tries, including Bangladesh and
Thailand, exporters said.

Monday, Donald Trump ad-
ministration announced a 25
per cent tariffs on Japan, South
Korea, Kazakhstan, Malaysia,
Tunisia; 30 per cent on South
Africa, Bosnia and Herzegov-

ina; 32 per cent on Indonesia;
35 per cent on Bangladesh,
Serbia; 36 per cent Cambodia,
Thailand; and 40 per cent tariffs
on Laos and Myanmar.

These duties will come into
effect from August 1. Bangla-
desh is the third biggest ex-
porter of apparel (not knitted
or crocheted) to the US with a
market share of 13.15 per cent
in 2024.

India's exports to US in this
sector were $2.5 billion but it
is not among the top three, ac-
cording to an analysis by eco-
nomic think tank Global Trade
Research Initiative (GTRI).

In apparel knitted and cro-
cheted, Cambodia with about 6
per cent share is ahead of India
(5.09 per cent).

"India faces stiff competition
from Bangladesh and Vietnam

there has been an easing of the
supply of capital goods from
China as well for iPhones.
“Apple partners have seen
an easing of supply of capital
goods. So there is no impact on
iPhones' production in India,”
the source said.

The person said that there
is no change in Apple's plan to
ramp up production in India.
According to multiple sources,
Apple plans to increase iPhone
production to 60 million units
this year from about 35-40 mil-
lion units that it produced in
2024-25.

hikes tariffs

in US garments market. High
duties on Bangladesh will help
enhance competitiveness of In-
dian products in US market,"
an exporter said.

Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO) President
SC Ralhan said that sectors like
leather and apparel may get
competitive advantage from
India's competitor countries.
A Mumbai-based exporter
said that the elevated duties
on Thailand can lead to gains
in exports of rubber and its
articles.

Thailand is the top exporter
of rubber to US with a share of
15.16 per cent while India is at
fourth spot with 2.93 per cent
share of US imports. "We will
get greater advantage in the
leather segment also," the ex-
port added.

coming battle with SEBI but
has yet to hire one, said some
sources.

The next step by Jane
Street would likely be to
lodge an appeal with the Se-
curities Appellate Tribunal,
the sources added.

In its email to staff, Jane
Street said arbitrage trades
were "a core and common-
place mechanism of financial
markets that keeps the pric-
es of related instruments in
line."

SEBI's order that this ac-
tivity is "prima facie manip-
ulative" disregards the role
of liquidity providers and
arbitrageurs in markets, Jane
Street added.

The proprietary trading
firm also took issue with SE-
BI's claims that it had failed
to respond adequately to the
regulator's concerns, saying
the firm's executives had met
with regulators and exchange
officials multiple times.

India accounted for rough-
ly 60 per cent of global equity
derivative trading volume in
May, according to the Futures
Industry Association.

Data out Monday showed
that equity derivative loss-
es for India's retail traders
widened by 41per cent to 1.06
trillion Indian rupees ($12.4
billion) in the financial year
that ended in March.

SEBI Chairman Tuhin
Kanta Pandey also said Mon-
day that the regulator was
enhancing its surveillance
to scrutinise manipulation
in derivatives trading, but
added that there may not be
many more cases like Jane
Street.

However, other overseas
proprietary trading firms like
Citadel Securities, IMC Trad-
ing, Millennium and Optiver
are active in Indian market.

ELI scheme to
promote job creation,
social security

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, July 8: The Employ-
ment Linked Incentive (ELI)
announced in the budget for
2024-25 with an outlay of fone
lakh crore, will promote job
creation and provide social se-
curity, an official of Employ-
ees' Provident Fund Organi-
sation (EPFO) said Tuesday.

Regional PF Commission-
er-I Randhir Kumar said
that the scheme is aimed at
incentivising creation of 3.5
crore jobs over a period of two
years, that it will be effective
from August 1, 2025, and to
continue till July 31, 2027.

He said out of the total of 3.5
crore, 1.92 crore beneficiaries
will be first-timers entering
the workforce.

Kumar said the thrust of the
scheme is on the manufactur-
ing sector, adding that you get
benefits under the scheme; the
establishments need to be reg-
istered with the EPFO.

For first-time employees,
the scheme provides for a
maximum amount of 15,000
per annum to be paid in two
installments.

The employers will also
get incentives by getting an
amount of 3,000 per month
for each additional and sus-
tained employment generated,
he said.

For the manufacturing sec-
tor, the benefits will be ex-
tended by two years.
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Eyes on Harmanpreet to seal series

-

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Manchester, July 8: In-
dia will hope that skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur and
hard-hitting opener Sha-
fali Verma will return to
run-making ways in their
quest to clinch the women’s
T20I series during the fourth
match here Wednesday.
India are leading 2-1 in
the five-match series but En-
gland exposed a few chinks
in the visitors’ ranks in the
third game at the Oval last
week during a five-run win.
Shafali looked in prime
touch during a 25-ball 47 and
Harmanpreet made 17-ball
23 but both batters failed to
build on the start, robbing
India some momentum.
Smriti Mandhana and
Jemimah Rodrigues and
Amanjot Kaur have so far
shouldered India's batting,
and they would welcome a
stronger support from these
two experienced campaigners.
On a personal level too,
Shafali will be eager to
leave a larger footprint as
she is yet to score big since
her return to India colours
after an eight-month hiatus

SHORT TAKES

Erigaisi, Gukesh
seeded top two for
FIDE Grand Swiss

New Delhi: Indian stars Arjun
Erigaisi and world champion

D Gukesh have been seeded

as top two for the fourth FIDE
Grand Swiss chess to be held
at Samarkand, Uzbekistan
from September 3 to 16 where
an enhanced prize purse and
tickets to the prestigious
Candidates tournament will be
at stake. As per regulations, the
top two in both the Open and
the Women’s competition will
qualify for the 2026 Candidates
tournament, where the
challenger for the title of world
champion will be determined.
The rule requiring players

to have competed in 30

plus classical rated games
between July 2024 and June
2025 has excluded high-profile
names such as former world
champions Magnus Carlsen and
Viswanathan Anand. Former
world champion Ding Liren

will not be participating in the
event either. Fabiano Caruana,
who played in all three previous
Grand Swiss tournaments,

will also not be taking part,
having already secured a

spot in the 2026 Candidates
Tournament by winning the
2024 FIDE Circuit. Erigaisi and
Gukesh are number one and
two seeds respectively, while
R Praggnanandhaa is seeded
fourth, just behind Nodirbek
Abdusattorov.

Sabalenka, Fritz reach
Wimbledon semifinals

London: Aryna Sabalenka
trailed by a set, then twice

was down a break in the third
before grabbing the last three
games to reach the Wimbledon
semifinals by overcoming
104th-ranked Laura Siegemund
4-6, 6-2, 6-4 at Centre Court
Tuesday. Taylor Fritz exorcised
his quarterfinals demon at the
Wimbledon Tuesday, defeating
Karen Khachanov 6-3, 6-4, 1-6,
7-6(4) in a gripping contest on
No 1 Court to book his place in
the semifinals for the first time.
The American, seeded fifth

and fresh off titles in Stuttgart
and Eastbourne, displayed grit
and composure in a two-hour,
36-minute triumph that marked
his first victory in three career
meetings with the Russian.

It also served as redemption
after his agonising five-set
quarter-final loss to Rafael
Nadal in 2022, as per ATP.

for this series. Her returns
from the other two matches
were 20 and 3.
Harmanpreet, who missed
the first match with a head
injury that she suffered
during a side game, replaced
Harleen Deol for the second
and third match, but made
1 and 23. Deol was quite im-
pressive in the first match,
making a 23-ball 43 at Not-
tingham, helping Mandhana
maintain her rhythm.
India have been served
well in this series by spin-
ners N Shree Charani (8

wickets), Deepti Sharma
(6) and pacer Arundhati
Reddy (4), as they have
managed to fetch regular
breakthroughs.

But they will need a bit
more backing from left-
arm spinner Radha Yadav
and pacer Amanjot as they
have given away 8.5 and 9
runs per over across the
previous three matches.

India women’s team bowl-
ing coach Aavishkar Salvi
was effusive in his praise of
Shree Charani, saying she
had the traits to excel at the

international level.

“The way she has per-
formed after she had a
chance in the ODIs as well
as in the T20s that speaks
for itself. And she has those
qualities to be successful at
the international level. A
youngster having so much
potential obviously needs
to be backed,” Salvi told
reporters on the eve of the
match. “She’s very hard-
working and has a good
mindset as well,” he added.

With India relying more
on spin than pace during the
series and getting rewarded,
the coach said he would per-
sist with the plan.

Teams:

India: Harmanpreet Kaur
(C), Smriti Mandhana (VC),
Shafali Verma, Jemimah
Rodrigues, Richa Ghosh
(WK), Yastika Bhatia (WK),
Harleen Deol, Deepti Shar-
ma, Sneh Rana, Sree Cha-
rani, Shuchi Upadhyay,
Amanjot Kaur, Arundhati
Reddy, Kranti Gaud, Sayali
Satghare.

England: Tammy Beau-
mont (C), Em Arlott, Lauren
Bell, Alice Capsey, Charlie
Dean, Sophia Dunkley, So-
phie Ecclestone, Lauren Fil-
er, Amy Jones (wk), Paige
Scholfield, Linsey Smith,
Danni Wyatt-Hodge, Issy
Wong, Maia Bouchier.

England announce squad for ODI series

Sophie Ecclestone and Maia Bouchier were Tuesday named in a 15-member England women’s
squad to take on India in a three-match ODI series later this month. The three ODIs will be
played July 16, 19 and 22 at Southampton, Lord’s and Chester-Le-Street respectively. While
Ecclestone returned to the ODI side having missed the series against West Indies, Bouchier was
recalled after being named in the T20I series as a replacement for the injured Nat Sciver-Brunt.
Sciver-Brunt, who was ruled out of the last three T20Is of the five-match series due to a groin
injury, is expected to be fit for the ODI series. “Captain Nat Sciver-Brunt is expected to play a

full part in the series despite missing the end of the IT20 series with a groin injury,” the team
management said in a release. India, who won the first two T20ls, lead the series 2-1. England head
coach Charlotte Edwards said, “India have really pushed us during the IT20 series. We knew they
would and we’ve learned a lot about the team in the three games so far.”

England Women’s ODI squad:

Nat Sciver-Brunt (c), Em Arlott, Sophia Dunkley, Emma Lamb, Tammy Beaumont (wk), Amy Jones
(wk), Maia Bouchier, Alice Capsey, Kate Cross, Alice Davidson-Richards, Charlie Dean, Sophie
Ecclestone, Lauren Filer, Linsey Smith, Lauren Bell.

B 1SSF WORLD CUP

Indian skeet shooters fail to
iImpress in Lonato World Cup

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 8: Indian
skeet shooters came up with
dismal performances on the
third day of qualification
rounds with none of them in
the men’s and women’s sec-
tions making it to the finals
of the ISSF Shotgun World
Cup in Lonato here Tuesday.

In men’s skeet, 49-year-old
veteran marksman Mairaj
Ahmad Khan -- one of the
senior-most shotgun shoot-
ers still competing profes-
sionally -- had rounds of 24,
25, 24, 25, 23 over three days
as he aggregated 121/125 to
finish 34th.

Olympian Anant Jeet
Singh Naruka (24, 24, 24, 23,
24) fired a 24 in his final effort
to finish with 119 points and
a 64th spot in a 176-strong
field, while Bhavtegh Singh
Gill also aggregated 119 (23,
25, 25, 25, 21) to finished 75th.

Vincent Hancock of the
USA won gold with 26 in
the final. He had aggregated

124 to top the qualification
round. Daniel Korcak of the
Czech Republic took the sil-
ver, shooting 24 in the title
round, while compatriot
Jakub Tomecek (24) bagged
the bronze.

Women’s skeet shooter
and Paris Olympian Mahesh-
wari Chauhan shot scores of
24,22, 22, 25, 23 to aggregate
116 and top among the Indi-
ans at 31st spot.

Ganemat Sekhon came up
with a below-par 20 out of 25
in the fifth and final round
of qualification to also ag-
gregate 116 (23, 25, 24, 24, 20)
and finish 35th, while anoth-
er Olympian Raiza Dhillon
(22, 23, 24, 24, 22) totalled 115
to end up 40th in a field of 78
shooters.

Samantha Simonton, who
aggregated 120 five rounds of
qualification, shot 56 in the
final to take the gold, while
compatriot Dania Jo Vizzi
(53) bagged the silver. Jiang
Yiting of China (45) settled
for the bronze.
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It’s time for METTLE MEET.
An initiative by the state’s
only home grown English
daily, OrissaPOST to revive
quizzing in Odisha. This year,
the Preliminaries will take
place August 9 and the Grand
Finale August 10. Like
in the previous years, top
educational institutions of the
State both from schools and
higher education institutions
will be competing for
Prizes worth ¥3,50,000
& the Champions
Title in both Junior and
Senior segments.

LES & REGULATIONS

@ Everyone will have to mail their answers to
mettlemeet@orissapost.com

® Answers to the questions will follow the next day. The
names of the winners will also be announced along
with their pictures.

® Answers mailed between 8.00am to 6.00pm each day
will be considered valid.

@ OrissaPOST’s decision on all entries will be final. No
complaints will be entertained.

® Participants must send their entries with a passport

countries?

ANSWER TO TUESDAY’S QUESTION

to be part of the exciting Grand Finale if you can

give correct answers in the daily quiz. Starting
July 01,2025 there will be one question each day for you to
answer till July 31, 2025. Every day two winners will be
selected from correct entries. Then winners will be decided
by draw of lots. The winners will be invited for the Grand
Finale which will be conducted by a nationally acclaimed
quizmaster. So buckle up and get set for some brainstorming.

g s a reader of OrissaPOST, this is a chance for you

TODAY'S QUESTION

n this day in 2011, the most recent
O sovereign state became independent
via a referendum. Which country,
that ranks amongst the least developed

Atlantis

size photograph, mobile numbers and residential
address. Otherwise the entries will not be entertained.

® There can be only one winner from one family.

@ Invitation cards to the winners will only be issued on
presentation of Valid ID proof - Voter Card, Aadhaar
Card, Driving License, Passport, School ID card (In
case of students till Class XI)

® No employee or families of OrissaPOST team can
K be part of the competition.

J

PRATIVA LAKRA

Others who answered correctly are

Om Prakash Rath, Tanishna Bisoi, Saswat Sourabh, Archit Mahapatra, Rudra
Narayana Sahoo, Megha Satapathy, Pratyush Satapathy, Debadatta Tripathy,
Anurag Samantaray, Tapan Kumar Mohanty, R Sekhar Rao, Bhumika Subhalaxmi,
Killamsetty Venkata Ramana, Y V Saimadhav, Jigyansa Priyadarshini, Debendra
Kumar Roul, Shoumik Jena, Ruchismita Prusty, Sambit Biswaketan & Janvi Naik

LUCKY WINNERS

SMRUTI RANJAN SENDH

Bhubaneswar: All India Senior

(AISBRT) kicked off at Kalinga
Stadium here Tuesday. At the

players across the country to

Badminton Ranking Tournament

inauguration ceremony, Sports
Minister Suryabanshi Suraj attended
as the chief guest and encouraged all
the athletes. The minister expressed
that organising AISBRT provides an
excellent platform for badminton

showcase their talent and contributes ,v y
to the development of sports talent s
through such competitions. Over 1,500
participants are taking part in the tournament across various categories like singles, doubles, and
mixed doubles. The tournament will continue till July 15.

Sri Lanka eases to 99-run
victory to clinch ODI series

Pallekele (Sri Lanka): Kusal Mendis smashed
his sixth ODI hundred and led Sri Lanka to a
commanding 99-run victory in the third and
final one-day international as the home team
clinched the series 2-1. Mendis marshaled Sri
Lanka to 285-7 with an aggressive 124 off 114
balls after captain Charith Asalanka won the
toss and elected to bat. The Bangladeshi batters
struggled against the pace of Dushmantha
Chameera and Asitha Fernando, who shared
six wickets between them to bowl out the
visitors for 186 and give Sri Lanka an eighth
successive win in a home ODI series. Fernando
clean bowled Tanzid Hasan (17) with a searing
yorker in the third over of the chase and Najmul
Hossain Shanto then deflected Chameera’s
incoming delivery back onto the top of the
stumps for nought as the visitors slipped

to 2-20. Sri Lanka’s middle-order struggled
against the spin as Dunith Wellalage (2-33) and
Wanindu Hasaranga (2-35) struck with regular
intervals and the Bangladeshi batters also
couldn’t put up strong partnerships.

SNIPPETS

Wrestler Reetika
Hooda fails dope test

New Delhi: In a massive blow to Indian
wrestling, talented Reetika Hooda, who became
the country’s first-ever U23 World champion

in 2023, has been suspended provisionally by
NADA for flunking a dope test, and is staring at
a four-year ban. The 22-year-old Reetika, who
also became the first Indian to qualify for the
Olympics in heavyweight 76kg category, was
tested March 15 during the selection trials for
the Asian Championship and her urine sample
found traces of S1.1 Anabolic Androgenic
Steroids, which is a prohibited substance.
“There is nothing confirmed as yet. | have not
done anything wrong. | will fully co-operate
with the officials. | have full faith in NADA and
the (Wrestling) Federation. | can’t say more
than that,” Reetika told PTI. The wrestler is
considering going for a ‘B sample’ testing.
After a failed Olympic campaign, Reetika won
a silver medal at the Asian Championship in
March and also put up a dominant show at
the UWW Ranking Series event in Mongolia,
winning a gold in May this year.

____ ] _____EUR02025
AISBRT KICKS OFF AT KALINGA STADIUM

Spain’s 6-2 win
secures QF place

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thun (Switzerland),
July 8: World Cup cham-
pion Spain booked a spot
in the quarterfinals of the
Women’s European Cham-
pionship after another
statement victory, 6-2 over
Belgium.

It was, surprisingly, the
first time Spain won back-
to-back matches at the Eu-
ros, after beating Portugal
5-0 in its opener. With 11
goals in two matches, Spain
and its star-packed squad
is living up to its billing as
the tournament favorite and
two-time Ballon d’Or winner
Alexia Putellas had a stark
warning for the other teams.

“The team is having an ex-
cellent performance. But al-
most all of us have room for
improvement,” Putellas said
in translated comments.

She scored two against
Belgium and was named
player of the match in a sec-
ond straight game.

“I'm feeling very well
mentally and I'm being
quick,” Putellas said. “I see
things in advance and for
me that’s the trigger that I
feel good. And that means I
can help others.”

The result combined with

England need to
avoid historic
early exit today

Zurich: England has never lost
its first two matches at the
Women’s European Champion-
ship. If that changes Wednes-
day, the defending champion
could very well be out of Euro
2025. England endured a chas-
tening 2-1 loss to France in their
opener at the weekend and
another defeat when it faces
the Netherlands would almost
certainly see the Lionesses
eliminated — unless tournament
debutant Wales manages an up-
set against France. But forward
Alessia Russo said Tuesday that
it will be “massively” important
to play without fear.

Italy’s 1-1 draw against
Portugal in the late match
advanced Spain to the last
eight. Spain tops Group B
with six points. Italy is sec-
ond with four, three more
than Portugal. The top two
progress to the quarter-
finals. Friday, Italy faces
Spain in their final group
match and Portugal plays
the eliminated Belgium.

But Belgium can take pos-
itives. The Red Flames went
toe to toe with Spain before a
flurry of late goals had them
more concerned about goal
difference — which could be
a deciding factor.

My target is still 90kg, have tweaked my snatch technique: Chanu

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Modinagar (UP), July 8
She has won nearly every
accolade the sport has to
offer, but Tokyo Olympics
silver-medallist weightlift-
er Mirabai Chanu remains
in relentless pursuit of one
elusive milestone -- the 90kg
snatch lift.

Injuries had disrupted
her previous Olympic cy-
cle, and the former world
champion hasn’t competed
since finishing fourth at
the Paris Games. However,
arecent tweak in technique
has reignited belief that the
long-cherished mark may
finally be within reach.

“My target is still 90kg. I
will compete full strength
at the (2026) Asian Games,”
Chanu replied to a query by
PTI on the sidelines of the
opening of ASMITA Weight-
lifting League.

The diminutive Manipu-
ri has been eyeing the 90kg
mark since 2019. While she
has managed to cross the
barrier in training, repli-
cating that success in com-
petition has remained out
of grasp even as several
contemporaries have gone
past the milestone.

“Before the 2026 Asian
Games, I will try to give my
best at the World Champi-
onships this year where we

will also assess what all 1
have to do to get better in
48kg category.”

“All that we’ll know at
the World Championships.

But plan is to cross 90kg in
snatch. Even juniors have
now crossed 90kg. Recently
a junior from China lifted
it,” she said.

Tweaked snatch technique

At the Paris Olympics,
Chanu’s clean and jerk -- her
strong suit -- let her down.
She failed to lift 111kg on
her first attempt and 114kg
on her final, finishing just
1kg shy of a second podium
spot at the Games.

It was a rare off day in the
clean and jerk, where she
once held the world record
with a 119kg lift. But Chanu
draws heart from her snatch
performance in Paris, where
she equalled her personal
best of 88kg.

“My snatch has improved.
Earlier, I was not able to lift
88kg-89kg but I managed
88kg in the Olympics.”

Chanu, along with India
chief coach Vijay Sharma,
has been working to im-
prove her snatch, an area
she admits has always been
her Achilles’ heel.

“Snatch is all technique.
How to lift from the bot-
tom and progress, how to
control the back... all that
is technique which I lack a
little bit.”

Snatch requires a blend of
strength, speed, and preci-
sion, lifting the barbell from
the floor to overhead in one
explosive motion.

“The force from (sitting)
down to (standing) up
should be in sync, that has
been my weakness since the

beginning. We have made
small tweaks. Like, how to
move fast from the second
pull and the hip thrust. I
don't have that combina-
tion.”

“The technique can't be
corrected instantaneously,
we have to work on it also
because my body is ageing,
but moving fast and speed
and combination can be do-
ne,” Chanu, who turns 31 in
a month, explained.

Coach Sharma remains
optimistic. “Watching the
Commonwealth Champion-
ship trials has given me a lot
of confidence. She was able
to snatch 85kg easily so now I
feel she will cross 90 easily.”
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