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93% pleas resolved
in 11 hearings: (M

Bhubaneswar: Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi has resolved
more than 10,000 public grievances
during 11 rounds of hearings

since assuming office, the Chief
Minister’s Office (CMO) said
Monday. According to a statement
from the CMO, 10,132 out of 10,894
grievances received so far have
been addressed — a resolution

rate of 93 per cent. The remaining
cases are currently under process,
it added. Accompanied by a team of
seven ministers and senior officers,
Majhi Monday held the 12th session
of the Chief Minister’s Public
Grievance Hearing since assuming
office in June last year. P3

Trump: 10% additional
tariff on BRICS grouping

New York/Washington:
US President Donald Trump
has threatened to impose an
additional 10% tariff on countries
aligning themselves with the
“anti-American” policies of the
BRICS grouping. His comments
came after the BRICS bloc
condemned the increase of tariffs
without naming Trump. Leaders

- of the BRICS met in Brazil for the
17th BRICS Summit July 6-7. “Any
Country aligning themselves
with the Anti-American policies
of BRICS, will be charged an
ADDITIONAL 10 per cent Tariff.
There will be no exceptions to
this policy. Thank you for your
attention to this matter!” Trump
said in a post on Truth Social
Sunday night. P10

Five of Bihar family
‘killed over witchcraft

Purnea: Five members of a family,
including three women, were
allegedly killed and their bodies
burnt on suspicion of practising
witchcraft in this district of Bihar.
Two persons were arrested in
connection with Sunday night’s
incident. Prima facie, five members
of a family in Tetma village, under
Muffasil police station, were

first murdered on suspicion of
practising witchcraft, DIG (Purnea)
Pramod Kumar Mandal said. P9

Wow! A couple of years in
politics - and the acting’s
reached a whole new level!!
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CRUEL ACT: Miscreants hurl fireballs at a helpless elephant struggling to come out of the swollen Brahmani river at Kamakhyanagar’s Palasahi under Dhenkanal forest division Monday o proto

Roll revision unites Opp

Amid growing chorus against
the Election Commission’s (EC)
conduct of Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) in Bihar, the Congress
Monday said that the Opposition
is united against the contentious
move ahead of the Assembly elec-
tions in the eastern state. Main-
taining that such a provision
has no legal basis, nor does it
find any mention in the rules, the
party said the term doesn’t even
exist in electoral law. With the
EC move being termed by many
as ‘mass-scale rigging and mis-
chief, aimed at disenfranchising
the vast number of voters’, all
eyes are now set on the Supreme
Court, which has agreed to hear
a batch of petitions challenging
the exercise July 10

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 7: Joining
nine other parties in challeng-
ing the special intensive revi-
sion of electoral rolls in Bihar
before the Supreme Court, the
Congress Monday said the en-
tire Opposition is united on
the issue and alleged that the
exercise is aimed at disenfran-
chising the vast number of
voters with its “mischievous
methodology”.

Diarrhoea claims 2 in
Ganjam; 140 taken ill

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar/Berhampur,
July 7: Two persons have died
and over 140 were taken ill fol-
lowing a diarrhoea outbreak in
Ganjam district, officials said
Monday. The first cases were
reported from Ustapalli village
in Digapahandi block Saturday,
they said.

Two persons died over the
past three days, while 10 pa-
tients were shifted to MKCG
Medical College and Hospital in
Berhampur as their conditions
worsened, they added.

The deceased were identified
as Dash Sabar, 70, from Ustha-
palli village and Prakash Rai-
ta, 37, of Bhismagiri area. At
least six seriously ill persons

.Y

o
3/

in the village are undergoing
treatment at MKCG Medical
College and Hospital here, an-
other officer said. The exact
cause of the outbreak is yet to
be ascertained, said a medical
officer of the block.

“We had sent the water sam-
ples from the village for test-
ing on Sunday. The report will
come by Tuesday,” the doctor
said.
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The Opposition party said
it has full faith that the apex
court will deliver justice, as it
claimed that the revision exer-
cise initiated by the Election
Commission (EC) just ahead of
Assembly elections in Bihar is
causing chaos across villages
and towns in the state by cre-
ating anxiety among crores of
voters who fear their right to
vote will be stolen.

Congress general secretary
(Organisation) KC Venugopal
said as a signatory on behalf of
the Indian National Congress,
along with various Opposition
parties, he has approached the
Supreme Court against the
“blatantly unconstitutional SIR
exercise” in Bihar.

“It has wreaked havoc across

NASA rover explains why

AGENCIES

Washington, July 7: A discov-
ery made by a NASA rover has
offered a clue for the mystery
as to why Mars is barren and
uninhabitable, while life has
always thrived here on our rel-
atively similar planet Earth. A
new research has revealed re-
cently that while rivers once
sporadically flowed on Mars,
it was doomed to mostly be a
desert planet.

Mars is thought to currently
have all the necessary ingredi-
ents for life except for perhaps
the most important one: liquid
water, the research revealed.

However, the red surface is
carved out by ancient rivers
and lakes, showing that wa-
ter once flowed on our nearest
neighbour. There are currently

villages and towns of Bihar,
giving crores of voters anxi-
ety about whether their right
to vote will be stolen. This is
mass-scale rigging and mis-
chief being carried out by the
ECI, under instructions from
the ruling regime,” Venugopal
alleged in a post on X.

“We have faith that the
Hon’ble Supreme Court will
deliver justice,” he said.

The party’s in charge of the
media and publicity department,
Pawan Khera, said the Congress,
said, “Today, the INC, along with
nine political parties, came to-
gether to file a challenge to the
flawed and destructive SIR being
carried out by the ECL.”

“The entire Opposition
stands together to oppose an

several rovers searching Mars
for signs of life that could have
existed back in those more habit-
able times, millions of years ago.

Earlier this year, NASA’s
Curiosity rover discovered a
missing piece in this puzzle:
rocks that are rich in carbon-
ate minerals.

These carbonates — such as
limestone on Earth — act as a
sponge for carbon dioxide, pull-
ing it in from the atmosphere
and trapping it in rock.

A new study, published in
the journal Nature, modelled
exactly how the existence of
these rocks could change our
understanding of Mars's past.

Lead study author Edwin
Kite, a planetary scientist at
the University of Chicago and a
member of the Curiosity team,
told AFP it appeared there were

exercise that is guaranteed to
disenfranchise a vast number
of voters due to its malicious
and mischievous methodology.
The Supreme Court has listed
the matter for Thursday, July
10, 2025. Satyamev Jayate,”
Khera said in his post on X.

In a post in Hindi on X, Con-
gress general secretary Ran-
deep Surjewala said, “Democ-
racy or BJP's vote suppression
mechanism? Bihar is asking,
the country is asking!”.

He said Bihar's voter list was
finalised in January 2025, and
the EC itself acknowledged
this. Revisions were made un-
til June, and then, suddenly, it
was discarded, he noted.

“Without any proof, without
any discrepancies, 7 crore voters
now have to prove their Indian
citizenship again. Those whose
names were added after 2003 are
being viewed with suspicion.
Citizens who have been voting
for the past 20 years are now
being asked for identification,
residence, and citizenship doc-
uments,” Surjewala said.

Meanwhile, the Supreme
Court Monday agreed to hear
July 10 a batch of petitions chal-
lenging the decision of the EC
to undertake SIR in Bihar.

“blips of habitability in some
times and places” on Mars.
But these “oases” were the
exception rather than the rule.
On Earth, carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere warms the
planet. Over long timescales,
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Ratna Bhandar: 600
stone slabs replaced

POST NEWS NETWORK

Puri, July 7: The Archaeolog-
ical Survey of India (ASI) has
completed the conservation and
repair works of Ratna Bhandar
(both inner and outer cham-
bers) of Puri Srimandir, said
Chief Administrator of Shree
Jagannath Temple Adminis-
tration (SJTA) Arabinda Pad-
hee Monday, adding that 600
stone slabs were replaced with
new ones.

The SJTA chief shared the up-
dates on his official account, say-
ing, “Blessed to inform that the
conservation and repair works
of Ratna Bhandar (both Bhitara
and Bahara) of Shree Mandira
by ASI concluded today. All Ma-
haprabhu’s blessings!”

The restoration involved re-
placing around 600 stone slabs
with new ones, meticulously
replicating the traditional de-
signs while ensuring enhanced
structural safety. The ASI be-
gan work inside the temple
vault in July 2024 when it was
reopened after 46 years. The
initial focus was on preparing
an inventory of valuables and
assessing the structure for nec-
essary repairs.

Padhee explained that both
the outer and inner sections
were preserved with the applica-
tion of chemical coatings. Four-
teen beams have been repaired
and over 80 skilled craftsmen
contributed their expertise to
the restoration efforts.

n 25cr workers to join

‘Bharat Bandh’ July 9

PNN & AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 7: Alleging
that the Union government has
abandoned the welfare state sta-
tus of the country and is work-
ing in the interest of foreign
and Indian corporate bodies, a
forum of 10 central trade unions
and their associates have called
for a ‘Bharat Bandh July 9.
More than 25 crore workers en-
gaged in sectors ranging from
banking, insurance, postal, coal
mining, highway and construc-
tion are expected to take to the
streets.

The forum squarely blamed
the economic policies of the Cen-
tre for rising unemployment,
sky-rocketing prices of essen-
tial commodities, depression in
wages, and cut in social sector
spending. It said that all these
are leading to more inequalities
and miseries for poor, people of
lower income group as well as
the middle class.

The forum, in a statement
said, it will oppose the “an-
ti-worker, anti-farmer and an-
ti-national pro-corporate policies
of the government”. It has called
for making “the nationwide gen-

the carbon becomes trapped in
rocks such as carbonates.
Then volcanic eruptions
spew the gas back into the at-
mosphere, creating a well-bal-
anced climate cycle supportive
of consistently running water.

eral strike a grand success”, and
said preparations have been tak-
en up in earnest by unions in all
sectors of formal and informal/
unorganised economy.

“More than 25 crore work-
ers are expected to take part in
the strike. Farmers and rural
workers will also join the pro-
test across the country,” said
Amarjeet Kaur from All India
Trade Union Congress.

Harbhajan Singh Sidhu from
Hind Mazdoor Sabha said bank-
ing, postal, coal mining, facto-
ries, state transport services
will be affected due to the strike.
It further said that the govern-
ment has not been conducting the
annual labour conference for the
last 10 years and continues to take
decisions in contravention to the
interest of labour force, attempt-
ing to impose four labour codes
to weaken collective bargaining,
to cripple unions’ activities and
to favour employers in the name
of'ease of doing business'. "Trade
unions have been fighting
against privatisation of public
sector enterprises and public
services, policies of outsourcing
and contractorisation of work-
force," it said.

Mars is uninhabitable

However Mars has a “feeble”
rate of volcanic outgassing
compared to Earth, Kite said.
This throws off the balance,
leaving Mars much colder and
less hospitable.

According to the modelling
research, the brief periods of
liquid water on Mars were fol-
lowed by 100 million years of
barren desert — a long time for
anything to survive.

It is still possible that there
are pockets of liquid water deep
underground on Mars we have
not yet found, Kite said.

NASA'’s Perseverance Rov-
er, which landed on an ancient
Martian delta in 2021, has also
found signs of carbonates at the
edge of dried-up lake, he added.

Next, the scientists hope to
discover more evidence of car-
bonates.




BRIAN McFADDEN
MARRIES AGAIN

The former Westlife singer Brian McFadden
- who was previously wed to singer Kerry
Katona from 2002 to 2006, and later god
engaged to Delta Goodrem before marrying
model Vogue Williams in 2012, only to sepa-
rate three years later - has tied the knot with
Danielle Parkinson after nine years together.

McCONAUGHEY URGES FANS TO
HELP VICTIMS OF TEXAS FLOODS

Hollywood star Matthew McConaughey has
requested his fans to step in for a good cause
and when it matters the most. The actor has
requested his fans to lend a helping hand
following the devastating floods in Texas. At
least 78 people have died and dozens more are B\
missing following flash floods.

@ Orissa

TUESDAY | JULY 8, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

leisure

FORTUNE FORECAST

A ™ L
‘l!!. GaneshaSpeaks.com o)

accuracy e reliability o frust
FOR ASTROLOGY DIAL 55181*

[l ARIES
32

You are very sensitive, and

some people will disturb -
your peace of mind today.

However, getting irritated will only make
matters worse. Reflect in isolation what
may be at the root of the problem. Gane-
sha says it is closer to you than you think.

[l TAURUS -

Today, says Ganesha, you p
will are likely to encounter =)

someone who is bent upon

provoking and getting on your nerves.
You are urged not to retaliate and do
things unbecoming of your good nature.
Keep calm and unruffled. Respond and
behave in a manner befitting your better
nature. Do not allow the other to spoil
your composure, your graciousness.

aside and concentrate solely
demands made by those around you. How-

Il GEMINI [.
on your work today. You will
ever, the more demands you fulfill, the more

You will keep your emotions
have to waste a lot of time in fulfilling the
their expectations will rise, says Ganesha.

Il CANCER .

The day is very favourable,

says Ganesha. You will :

feel a sense of joy and

happiness with your valuable posses-

sions. You may fall into love or have a

strong romantic ties with someone. A

great time for lovers. Ganesha foresees

chance of having new contacts and ties.

B LEO

Your entire day will be spent

at work. Those working in =

large corporations will have

to fulfill heightened expectations from their
- superiors. Housewives will need to tackle

other work, apart from their daily chores. It

is animportant day for you, says Ganesha.

H VIRGO

You will stay away from part- i‘

nership ventures. Ganesha )

says you have the ability to <

control large-scale projects on your own.

You have leadership qualities, and will

be able to coordinate team work and
direct your colleagues to get the required
amount of work from them.

'l LIBRA r"
Ganesha says you will put ‘l ‘k
everything aside to pay more
attention to your outward appearance
and your beauty as you will be more
aware about it. People will get at-
tracted to your beauty today. You will
be able to share your own ideas and
thoughts with people, at the same

time you wiII.Iearn al_)out their views
and from their experiences.

[l SCORPIO

You are ready to take up the

challenges that life has to

throw at you. Thanks to the

confidence within you, which gives you
power to fight it out against all odds. Even
if you take up a mammoth task, you are
bound to succeed today, predicts Ganesha.

The day begins on a bright

note and you decide to

foresees Ganesha. At home front,
sharing of work with your partner will
and harmonious. Both of you discover
ajoy is cleaning and cooking together.

H SAGITTARIUS @R
~-

flaunt your sunny side up, w

keep the home atmosphere peaceful

A perfect recipe for love!

Il CAPRICORN

Practical and creative, you
are able to utilise your talents
in the best possible manner.
You will smartly solve family issues, with-
out favouring or hurting anybody, says
Ganesha. You'll like to play the role of a
peace maker, as it gives you satisfaction
from within. Also, you will love to help
others as much as you can.

Il AQUARIUS

Be it about solving financial

issues or concerns about

income, money matters will

keep your mind occupied through out
the day. You will have a gala time with
your friends later on the day, predicts
Ganesha. Not that you don't value your
friends, but today, you will realise how
important you are for one another.

You are fond of traveling

and are always looking for

it comes as no surprise if you pack
your bags and decide to embark upon
needed break too, from the daily stress-
es of earning a livelihood. While you
friends and relatives along with you on
the trip, says Ganesha.

Vaani on actresses
breaking barriers

MUMBALI: Actress Vaani Ka-
poor has opened up about the
changing landscape for women
in cinema. She highlighted
how a new wave of actresses
is breaking barriers by em-
bracing adrenaline-charged,
high-octane roles.

Kapoor praised this shift as
a sign of growing strength, con-
fidence, and versatility among
female performers in the in-
dustry. The Shamshera actress
shared, “A new wave of actress-
es is breaking barriers, taking
on adrenaline-charged roles,
showing that raw strength and
deep emotion can thrive side by
side on screen. Indian actresses
are now fearlessly leading the
action genre, something that
was long overdue, and we’re
finally seeing a shift in the
landscape.”

Vaani, who is all set to make
her OTT debut with Netflix’s
thriller Mandala Murders,
also believes that actress-
es are getting meatier and
more substantial projects
on streaming platforms,
which offer greater cre-
ative freedom and nu-
anced roles.

Talking about her
OTT debut, she stat-
ed, “I was looking 1

for something incredibly spe-
cial and challenging to mark
my debut on Netflix streaming,
and I’'m glad I found Mandala
Murders, where I’'m venturing
into bolder territory and taking
centre stage in a thriller that
pushes me both physically and
psychologically. It is a genre
I've never explored before.
Taking this fearless leap has
challenged me to discover new
layers of intensity, grit, and
vulnerability, which I believe
are essential for truly compel-
ling storytelling.”

The mystery thriller is set to
premiere on July 25on Net-
flix.

IANS

BHUBANESWAR: National Award-win-
ning filmmaker Anupam Patnaik’s next
movie is titled Mantra Muugdha. The an-
nouncement came after weeks of specula-
tion, during which the project was cryptic-
ally teased under the initials MM.

Now revealed to be a fantasy comedy,
Mantra Muugdha is being produced by
Barsha Patnaik under the banner of Ami-
ya Patnaik Productions.

The ensemble cast features a host of
well-known Odia actors, including Sury-
amayee Mohapatra, Bhoomika Dash, Di-
panwit Dash Mohapatra, Manmay Dey,
Sanoj Kumar, Hara Rath, Choudhury
Jayprakash Das, Nishant Majithia, Soma
Hota, Pihu Mohapatra, and Bhakti Das.

The story is co-written by Anupam Pat-
naik and Roshan Bisoi, with the screen-
play by Rohit Gehlot and Patnaik himself.
Dialogues are penned by Pranab Rath,
with additional screenplay and dialogue

Priyanka’s favourite
home chore

MUMBALI: Actress Priyanka Chopra Jonas,
who has been receiving a lot of positive re-
sponse to her work in the recently released
film Heads of State, has a least favorite house-
hold task just like everyone else.

The actress has shared that she once tricked
her mother-in-law into doing the task, reports
‘People’ magazine.

She said, “Laundry is a hard chore for me.
I find it tough. I'll always try to get someone
else to do it”.

She recalled how she made Denise Mil-
ler-Jonas, mother of her husband Nick Jonas
do the chore.

She told ‘People’, “I can steam an iron, I can
fold. But just getting through the process of
laundry is just really tough. Too many but-
tons, too many choices, too many little things.
... My mother-in-law tried to teach me once,
but that was just my way of getting her to do
my laundry for me”.

She adds with a laugh that she plans to
give her mother-in-law a heads-up that she
disclosed that story.

She added, “I'm going to call her right now
and tell her I said this. ‘Just want you to

393

know’”. IANS
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contributions from Nishant Majithia.
Musically, the film promises a rich and
varied soundscape, with five music direc-
tors on board: Ashish Pradhan, Anurag
Patnaik, Sangeet Patnaik, Anurag Panda,
and Roumyaj Pradhan.
“Mantra Muugdha isn’t just about

s

laughs and spectacle,” said Patnaik,
adding, “Underneath its fantasy-comedy
shell lies a story that pokes at societal
norms and confronts the very structures
we’re conditioned to accept. Shooting
will begin from the second week of July,
shared the makers.

MUMBALI: Actress Kavita Banerjee,
who is currently seen as Karn Mohini
in the show Divya Prem.: Pyaar Aur
Rahasya Ki Kahani revealed that
she is not afraid of being typecast
as a villain.

Sharing that the tag does not
bother her at all, Banerjee stated
that playing a villain is much more
challenging.

Kavita said, “Honestly, if you’ve
followed Indian TV, you’d know how
quickly actors get labeled. Even if you
do just two shows as a villain, people start
tagging you as a ‘villain actor.’ If you switch
from positive to negative roles, that
tag doesn’t stick as much. But
if you start your career with
back-to-back  negative
characters, the ‘villain
stamp’ is almost un-
avoidable.”

She further added
that her character
Karn Mohini is not
just aregular villain -
she is a big, grand, and
powerful character.

“And no, I'm not
scared of being typecast.
In fact, playing a villain is
way more challenging than
doing a simple positive
role. In real life, I'm a
cheerful, happy-go-
lucky person, at least
Ilike to believe that,”
Banerjee added. ians
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not scared
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typecast
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CM resolved over 10K public Servitors perfor Adbar Pana'ritual
grievances in 11 sessions: CM0 ——— Mo, T g —— 0

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 7: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
has resolved more than 10,000
public grievances during 11
rounds of hearings since as-
suming office, the Chief Minis-
ter’s Office (CMO) said Monday.

According to a statement
from the Chief Minister's Of-
fice, 10,132 out of 10,894 griev-
ances received so far have been
addressed — a resolution rate
of 93 per cent.

The remaining cases are cur-
rently under process, it added.

Accompanied by a team of

Govt restructures Fisheries
-and Horticulture cadres

POST NEWS NETWORK

seven ministers and senior
officers, Majhi Monday held
the 12th session of the ‘Peo-
ple’s Government’ grievance
redressal programme-since
assuming office in June last
year- at Unit-2 in Bhubaneswar.

The Chief Minister and
his team heard grievances of
around 1,000 people during the
day, the statement said.

Continuing his practice, the
CM first met and heard the
grievances of persons with dis-
abilities (PwDs) before proceed-
ing to listen to other petitioners
in the chamber.

“The CM directed depart-

HIGHLIGHTS OF
MONDAY’S SESSION

® CM heard grievances of
around 1,000 people

H Approved ¥9.50L medical
assistance for 10 persons

W 53.50L provided to 48
beneficiaries so far this year

ment secretaries present at the
hearing to take immediate steps
to resolve the issues raised,”
the CMO stated.

A single-window mechanism
has been established to ensure
immediate disbursement of
medical assistance to patients
suffering from critical and
life-threatening diseases, under
the Chief Minister's Relief Fund
(CMRF).

Majhi approved 9.50 lakh
in assistance for 10 persons re-
quiring urgent medical care.
So far this year, ¥53.50 lakh has
been provided to 48 beneficia-
ries through this streamlined
process.

Ministers Suresh Pujari,
Mukesh Mahaling, Bibhuti
Bhusan Jena, Nityananda
Gond, Krushna Chandra Patra,
Pradeep Bal Samanta, Ganesh
Ram Singkhuntia accompanied
Majhi during the session.

Odisha, Bengal failed to act
against illegal NRI quota: ED

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, July 7: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
has approved the restructuring
of the Odisha Fisheries Service
and Odisha Horticulture Ser-
vice cadres in what is likely to
help strengthen the agricultur-
al backbone of the state.

The move is aimed at accel-
erating development in these

_vital sectors and enhancing the
livelihoods of farmers and rural
communities.

As part of the restructuring,
the Fisheries Service cadre has
been expanded from 618 to 835
posts, with the addition of 217

new po- —
sitions.

Most of |AS part of the
these restructuring,
new - H
Folos the _Flsherles
will Service cadre
be de-

ployed has been
at the expanded
fleld from 618 to
v 835 posts
mprove

imple- —

mentation and monitoring of
fisheries programs, a release
by the Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO) said

This initiative aligns with
the state government’s ambi-
tious target of achieving 3.3
million metric tonnes of fish
production annually by 2036,
making Odisha self-reliant in
the sector, it added.

Officials said the increased
manpower would strengthen
the delivery of services at the
grassroots, district, and state
levels, allowing for more ef-
fective execution of fisheries
policies and schemes.

Similarly, the Horticulture
Service cadre has been in-
creased from 403 to 470 posts,
following the creation of 67 new
positions. The expansion is ex-
pected to enhance technical
support for horticulture farm-
ers, and promote innovation
in the sector. “Given horticul-
ture's growing contribution to
Odisha’s agricultural economy,
the move is seen as a significant
step toward boosting productiv-
ity and sustainable practices,”
the CMO said.

“The restructuring of these
services reflects the govern-
ment’s commitment to mod-
ernising agriculture and ensur-
ing inclusive growth in rural
areas,” a senior official from
the Department of Agriculture
and Farmers’ Empowerment
said. Experts believe that the
added capacity will translate
into better outreach, training,
and support for farmers, there-
by improving overall agricul-
tural performance in the state.

New Delhi, July 7: The En-
forcement Directorate (ED)
Monday said authorities in
West Bengal and Odisha did not
take any action against admis-
sion of ineligible candidates in
certain private medical colleges
under the NRI quota despite the
MEA providing ‘categorical’ in-
formation of ‘forgery’.

The federal probe agency said
it has seized ‘incriminating’ ev-
idence during searches in this
case in the past.

A fixed deposit worth 6.42
crore of a private college in
West Bengal has been provi-
sionally attached, the ED said.
It had earlier attached assets
worth ¥12.33 crore of some col-
leges and individuals involved
in these alleged irregularities.

Probe has found that the
managements of certain pri-
vate colleges -- offering MBBS,
MD and MS courses -- in these
states colluded with agents to
create ‘fake’ papers for candi-
dates, such as embassy docu-
ments of NRIs and family tree,
the ED said.

“These private medical col-
leges were paying agents to
prepare fake documents. The
agents approached and obtained
credentials of unrelated NRIs by
paying money and used these
to prepare fake documents and
projected these NRIs as spon-
sors for students.”

“In some cases, the agents
and medical colleges used the
same set of NRI sponsor docu-
ments for two to three different
and unrelated candidates,” the
agency said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jagatsinghpur, July 7: The
6th edition of the Jagatsinghpur
Heritage Walks (JHW) Sunday
explored Grameswar Temple at
Panchapalli village, in which
around 40 participants from
across the state participated.
The connotation of village
Panchapalli represents five
hamlets such as Gobindapur,
Patana,Paniendula, Naradia
and Tikarapara. Five village
goddesses representing these
hamlets always evoke a reli-
gious sanctity for the region.
Shree Grameswar Mahadev’s
abode, built on the bank of the
Hansua river, has got its men-
tion in the Vedic text, popularly
known as ‘Garga Peetha’. The
history relating to the origin
of Shree Grameswar Mahadev
is interesting and eventual. As

Probe has found that
the managements of
certain private colleges
-- offering MBBS, MD
and MS courses -- in
these states colluded
with agents to create
fake papers for
candidates, such as
embassy documents of
NRIs and family tree

It claimed that this has been
done to show compliance with
guidelines laid down by the
Supreme Court in this matter.
The ED said ‘huge commis-
sions’ were being paid for this
illegal act.

“Despite categorical infor-
mation of forgery in cases of
certain NRI sponsors provided
by the Ministry of External Af-
fairs, no action has been taken
by concerned state authorities,”
the probe agency said.

Various Indian consulates/
embassies in foreign countries
have informed that NRI certifi-
cates of sponsor in many cases,
which were used to secure ad-
missions in these private med-
ical colleges under the NRI quo-
ta, are ‘not genuine’, it added.

mythology and folklore narrate,
the ruler of Bishunpur had con-
structed the temple basing on
the account of a cow herder.

He found that the cow
would regularly stop at cer-
tain point and ooze out milk.
The cow herder reported this
unusual incident to the king.
The king in return ordered
for excavation.

During the process of dig-
ging, there appeared a lingam
of Lord Shiva. The king tried to
fathom its root, but in vain. The
lingam appeared in the midst
of village (grama) for which the
king named it as Grameswar
Mahadev.

After emergence of the Shi-
va lingam, the king construct-
ed a permanent wooden and
thatched house and engaged
Brahmins from Kanyakubja for
performing puja and observing

MUSICAL EVENING

Aristes perform during Sangeeta
Bichitraa, a cultural programme
organised by the Utkal University
of Culture, at Rabindra Mandap in
Bhubaneswar Monday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Puri, July 7: Servitors Mon-
day performed ‘Adhar Pana', a
ritual of offering sweet water to
the deities on their chariots, a
day before their return to the
Jagannath temple in Puri, that
will mark completion of the
Rath Yatra festival.

The idols of Lord Balabhadra,
Devi Subhadra and Lord Ja-
gannath are on their chariots

Activists demand 54%
quota for OBC students

Bhubaneswar: Hundreds of activists
belonging to various parents'
federation bodies and social
organisations staged a day-long
demonstration at PMG Square
Monday demanding 54 per cent
reservation for students belonging
to other backward classes (OBCs) in
medical, technical and professional
education in the state. Leaders
from Samajik Nyaya Samukhya,
Odisha Abhibhabak Mahasangh,
Samajik Nyaya Suraksha Abhiyan
and other outfits highlighted

the historical neglect of OBCs in
Odisha’s education policy and
called for urgent reforms. Apart
from demanding 54% reservation
for OBCs, the leaders also sought
38.75% reservation for SC/ST
students in professional, technical,
vocational, and medical education.
The speakers included Chidananda
Jena, Akshaya Mallick, Ajay
Mohapatra and Basudev Bhatta.

placed outside the 12th-centu-
ry shrine since July 5, when
'Bahuda Yatra', the return car
festival, was held.

On Monday, the 'Adhar Pa-
na', ritual held, during which
pots filled with sweet water
were offered to the sibling de-
ities. The earthen pots were
later broken on the chariots.

“According to the tradition,
the Pana or sweet water pots
are broken on the chariots so

that the spirits and ghosts that

surrounded the chariots during
the Rath Yatra, get their thirst
quenched,” said Bhaskar Mish-
ra, a researcher in Jagannath
culture.

The Lord's annual Rath Ya-
tra is not just for human beings,
but is also for all animals, birds
and even spirits and unbodied
souls, he said.

The ritual began at 4:30pm
and continued till around 9pm.

The idols will remain seated on

their chariots Monday night
before leaving for the sanctum
of the main temple through a
special ritual called 'Niladri
Bije' July 8, concluding Lord
Jagannath's annual Rath Yatra.

Keeping in view the large
congregation of devotees for
Adhar Pana ritual, the police
made elaborate security ar-
rangements on the Grand Road
near the Lion's Gate.

Lekhasri moves SCW seeking Khatua's arrest

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 7: BJD
leader Lekhasri Samantsing-
har Monday asked the State
Commission for Women
(SCW), Odisha to direct police
to arrest ruling BJP MLA San-
tosh Khatua for his alleged de-
rogatory remarks against her.

Accompanied by a group of
party leaders, Samantasinghar
submitted a memorandum to
the SCW. The memorandum
demanded that the SCW ‘Im-
mediately institute an inquiry
into the incident of misconduct
by Khatua and issue a direc-
tion to police to take immedi-
ate action on my FIR and arrest
the culprit since the sections
under which the MLA has been
charged are cognizable and re-
quires custodial interrogation’.

The BJD leader has already

filed a written complaint at
the Mahila Police Station in
Bhubaneswar against the BJP
MLA.

Narrating the sequence of
the incident, the BJD woman
leader said that Khatua out of
anger targeted her and made
wild allegations and also point-
ed fingers at her character.

“His filthy and misogynistic
way of portraying women is a
gross violation of the law of the
land and amounts to outraging
the modesty of a woman,” Sa-
mantasinghar said.

The BJD leader said the MLA
made such remarks after she
at a party press conference ac-
cused him of having links with
poachers who killed elephants
in Nilagiri area. “Instead of giv-
ing a reply to my allegations, he
targeted me,” she said.

Samantsinghar also told the

SCW that she also fears danger
to her life as Khatua lives near
her house at Nilagiri in Balas-
ore district.

“Since the person in ques-
tion is a ruling party MLA, I
would request the Commis-
sion to act independently
and impartially in bringing
the matter to justice. I would
request to treat this matter
with due urgency since delay
may dilute the seriousness of
the problem,” she said in the
memorandum.

Meanwhile, four complaints
have been filed against the
MLA, three at Nilagiri police
station in Balasore district and
one at Mahila Police Station in
Bhubaneswar by Samantsing-
her herself.

The Police July 5 booked
Khatua, under BNS Sections
75 (2), 79 296 and 356.

Plus II Phase-I cut-off: Ravenshaw tops list again

RECORD 92.75% OVERALL SELECTION RATE

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 7: Raven-
shaw Higher Secondary School,
Cuttack has once again emerged
as the most sought-after institu-
tion for students as the Direc-
torate of Higher Secondary Edu-
cation (DHSE), Odisha, Monday
announced results of the Plus IT
Phase-I first selection admission
list for 2025-26 academic year.

Ravenshaw has topped the
cut-off lists in all three major
streams — Science, Commerce,
and Arts this year.

In the Arts stream, Raven-
shaw led the chart with 81.33%
cut-off, followed by Government
Higher Secondary School (HSS),
Rourkela at 77.33%, and Buxi

the rituals of Lord Shiva.
Another story referring to the

Puranic texts says Sage Garga,

the son of Lord Brahma, in-

Jagabandhu Bidyadhar (BJB)
Higher Secondary School, Bhu-
baneswar at 76.86%.

In the Science stream, Raven-
shaw posted the highest cut-off
at 91.83%, followed by BJB at
89.40%, and Fakir Mohan High-
er Secondary School, Balasore
at 87.50%.

The Commerce stream al-
so saw Ravenshaw topping
the list with 80.20%, ahead of
Government HSS, Rourkela
(78.67%) and BJB, Bhubaneswar
(73.50%)).

According to the Phase I list
announced by the DHSE, the
selection rate this year stands
at an impressive 92.75%, with
4,13,804 students selected out of
4,46,205 applicants.

stalled this lingam to offer puja.
After the demise of Sage Garga
the lingam was buried under the
earth and the cow was oozing

Arts stream received the
highest number of selections
at 2,64,766, followed by Science
with 1,17,089, Commerce with
20,552, Upashastri (Sanskrit)
with 6,811, and Vocational with
4,586 students.

The gender breakdown
among selected candidates in-
cludes 1,96,268 males, 2,17,529
females, and 7 transgender stu-
dents.

her milk at that place. On the
basis of Puranic reference, the
place of Lord Shiva at Pancha-
palli is also called Garga Peetha.
A small temple of Sage Garga lo-
cated on the temple premises of
Grameswar Mahadev stands as
a testimony to it.

After the death of the king
of Bishunpur, the landlords
of the regions took the respon-
sibility of worshiping Lord
Shiva. Subsequently, the En-
dowment Commission, taking
the responsibility of the man-
agement of the temple, formed
a trust. In the passage of time,
the old temple of wooden and
thatched cover was removed,
and a 71 feet high temple has
been constructed by the trust
with active support of locals.

The beautiful sculptures
on the temple wall of Shree
Grameswar Mahadev, and

What stands out in this year’s
admission drive is that 2,87,219
students have secured seats in
their first-choice Higher Second-
ary School.

However, 32,401 applicants
did not find a place in this round
and will be given a chance in the
upcoming selection phases, in-
cluding the Online Spot Selec-
tion, the DHSE said.

Meanwhile, the Directorate
congratulated all selected stu-
dents and encouraged those
not selected to remain hopeful,
as additional selection rounds
and spot admission options are
yet to follow.

Classes for Plus II students
across Odisha will begin July
24, 2025, the DHSE said.

eritage lovers explore Grameswar Mahadev shrine

different festivals have been
attracting devotees from Odi-
sha and outside. Apart from
Lord Shiva Lord Jagannath,
Balabhadra and Subhadra
are also worshiped here at the
Nrusinghnath temple.

Heritage enthusiasts also
visited a 100-year-old primary
school that just celebrated its
Centenary. They were wel-
comed by headmistress Lax-
mipriya Swain and retired
headmaster Shuva Narayan
Nayak. Convenor of Cuttack
Heritage Walks Dipak Saman-
tarai addressed the children
about heritage conservation.
Pravanshu Samantaray of
Dibyaduta publication also
interacted with children and
distributed Odia story books.
Biswaranjan Dehury of Odisha
Heritage Walks thanked the vil-
lagers and participants.
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Manmohan Samal set to be 1UL green

re-elected as state BIP chlef

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 7: Man-
mohan Samal is set to be
re-elected as Odisha BJP pres-
ident as he was the lone person
to file nomination paper for the
post Monday.

Samal, the incumbent state
party president, filed the nomi-
nation paper for the post before
Odisha BJP Election Officer
and MP Pratap Sarangi in the
presence of Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi, party's Cen-
tral observer Sanjay Jaiswal
and other senior leaders.

He was the lone leader to file
nomination papers for the Odis-
ha BJP president's post, the pro-
cess of which was completed at
3:30pm.

Apart from Samal, many oth-
er leaders also filed their nom-
ination papers for the post of
BJP National Council Member.

Party sources said that Sa-
mal, a former minister in the
BJD-BJP alliance government,
will be declared elected unop-
posed Tuesday.

Samal is likely to be reward-
ed for his contribution to the
party which under his leader-
ship defeated the Biju Janata

He was the lone
leader to file
nomination papers
for the Odisha BJP
president’s post, the
process of which was
completed at 3:30pm

Dal (BJD) headed by Naveen
Patnaik in the Assembly elec-
tions in the state last year.
Samal was given charge of
the party president on an ad-
hoc basis in 2023, barely a year
ahead of the general elections.
The BJP in Odisha under Sa-

4-day Al workshop begins to
boost Odisha public serwces

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 7: The
Electronics and IT (E&IT)
department, in collaboration
with Wadhwani Foundation,
launched a four-day AI Cham-
pions workshop Monday at the
Odisha State Convention Cen-
tre here to build Al capacity
among officials and boost dig-
ital public services.

E&IT department Principal
Secretary Vishal Kumar Dev
inaugurated the workshop,
describing it as “a critical pro-
gramme under the broader road-
map of the Odisha AI Mission.”

He said, “It is designed to em-
power officials to take a lead-
ership role in advancing the
Mission, not only within their
departments but also in con-
tributing to Odisha’s vision of
becoming a front-runner in AIL”

The workshop brings togeth-
er senior officials, including
Executive Director, Centre for
Modernising Government Ini-

tiative (CMGI), Vineet Bhard-
waj; Special Secretary, E&IT
Manas Ranjan Panda alongside
representatives of Wadhwani
Foundation and other stake-
holders in the state’s digital
ecosystem.

The workshop is designed
to equip government officers
with the knowledge and tools
required to conceptualise and
implement scalable AI solu-
tions within their respective
departments.

Sessions cover core Al and
machine learning concepts,
generative Al tools, and imple-
mentation models. Participants
are exploring Al applications
ranging from pest control man-
agement to road traffic monitor-
ing and nutritional assessment
in mid-day meals. The pro-
gramme also focuses on guid-
ing officials through structured
problem-solving using DMAIC
and SMART frameworks, tran-
sitioning ideas to pilot projects
and scalable solutions.

mal’s leadership won 20 of the
21 Lok Sabha seats and secured
an absolute majority in the As-
sembly to form government in
the state. The BJP won 78 seats
in the 147-member Odisha As-
sembly while Naveen Patnaik's
BJD secured 51 seats followed
by Congress 14 seats, Indepen-
dents 3, and CPI(M) 1.

However, Samal himself lost
the Assembly election from the
Chandabali constituency in
Bhadrak district.

Samal was earlier Odisha
BJP president for three terms-
from November 1999 to October
2000, October 2000 to May 2004,
and March 2023 to July 2025.

Naveen discharged
after surgery

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, July 7: BJD
president Naveen Patnaik was
Monday discharged from a pri-
vate hospital in Mumbai, where
he underwent a spine surgery
for cervical arthritis, a party
leader said.

The Leader of Opposition
(LoP) in the Odisha Assembly
underwent the medical proce-
dure June 22 at the Kokilaben
Dhirubhai Ambani Hospital in
Mumbai.

“The LoP was discharged
from hospital Monday. He will
stay in Mumbai for now. Doc-
tors will suggest when he can
return to Odisha,” BJD leader
Santrupt Mishra said.

Hospital sources said that
Patnaik was discharged as his
health condition improved.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi and
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge were among ma-
ny to have wished a speedy
recovery to Patnaik after the
surgery.

A large number of BJD
leaders and workers had also
gathered at various temples in
Odisha and offered prayers for
Patnaik’s successful surgery.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 7: By
2036, 10 lakh green livelihoods
will be created to make Odisha
a model in eco-tourism, Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
said during the state-level 76th
Van Mahotsav-2025 celebra-
tions here Monday.

Addressing the event at BM
High School in the City, Ma-
jhi said, “By 2036, under the
‘Vision Odisha’, developing a
‘Green Odisha’ is a primary
goal. Through community-led
forest initiatives, 10 lakh
green jobs will be created,
turning Odisha into a model
in eco-tourism.”

The CM said over 100 for-
est-produce processing units
will be established for tribal
communities focused on sal
leaves, tamarind, bamboo, and
medicinal plants. The initiative
is expected to generate Rs 5,000
crore as revenue.

Inspired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the previous
year’s ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’
saw plantation of 6.69 crore
saplings, placing Odisha fourth
nationwide. “This year, the goal
is to plant 7.5 crore saplings,”
the CM said.

To mitigate lightning inci-
dents, the state government
planted 19 lakh palm trees last
year, with 18 lakh more planned
this year, he said.

Following the designation of
Similipal as a National Park,
the government will invest
Rs 50 crore for conservation
efforts. Al-based forest fire de-
tection systems are also being
deployed, he added.

“The compensation amount
for human-wildlife conflict
deaths has been increased from
Rs 6 lakh to Rs 10 lakh, along

3-day CRE workshop on
inclusive edu concludes

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 7: A three-
day Continuing Rehabilitation
Education (CRE) workshop on
inclusive education, jointly or-
ganised by Kabi Narsingh Math
Blind Deaf and MR School and
the Odisha Special Educator Fed-
eration for Divyang, concluded
Monday at Public Hall, SVNIR-
TAR, Cuttack . The workshop,
the first-of-its-kind in Odisha,
provided high-quality training to
educators working with persons
with disabilities (Divyangjan) at
anominal fee of Rs 1,000.

The certified programme,
awarding 18 CRE points to each
participant, aimed at strengthen-
ing skills and teaching practices
for inclusive classrooms. Faculty
members including Ashirbad
Choudhury, Tanmayee Mishra,
Sireesh Barik, Santanu Porel, San-
at Nayak, Dharmananda Parida,
and Biswabijayee Dash led tech-
nical sessions.

with other compensation en-
hancements,” the CM said.

To promote forest resources
development, wildlife protec-
tion, and environmental con-
servation, various awards are
granted in Odisha. In order to
better encourage field staff and
the general public, the struc-
ture of these awards has been
reformed, he said.

Tulangpadar Forest Protec-
tion Committee and Pahadpur
Forest Protection Committee
have jointly received the CM’s
state-level award for their con-
tribution towards forest pro-

Mel’l
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.5 crore saplings to be planted
this year

00 processing centres for forest
produce to be established

tection.

The Tulangpadar Forest Pro-
tection Committee (Kalahandi
North Forest Division) was
honoured for restoring 50 hect-
ares of degraded forest through
afforestation and successfully
preventing forest fires over the
past three years.

Similarly, the Pahadpur For-
est Protection Committee in the

Karanjia Forest Division was
recognised for conducting reg-
ular patrolling in 159 hectares
of Budhipat Forest, with zero
incidents of forest fires in the
past five years, and effective
management of human-ele-
phant conflict.

Among others, Ekamra-Bhu-
baneswar MLA Babu Singh,
Bhubaneswar Mayor Sulochana
Das, Forest, Environment and
Climate Change department
Additional Chief Secretary Saty-
abrata Sahu and Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests Suresh
Pant were present.

Cong meet ahead of Rahul Gandhi’s visit

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 7: The
Bhubaneswar District Con-
gress Committee held a pre-
paratory meeting Monday at
Congress Bhawan to plan for
the July 11 visit of senior Con-
gress leader and Lok Sabha LoP
Rahul Gandhi.

The coordination meeting,
chaired by District Congress
Coordinator Biswajit Das, saw
participation from senior party
observer and MLA Ashok Das,
along with other key leaders
who shared strategies and in-
puts to ensure the visit’s suc-
cess.

Party leaders and members
from various wings pledged to
work together to make the pro-
gramme a success.

Notably, Lok Sabha LoP
Rahul Gandhi will be accom-
panied by AICC President
Mallikarjun Kharge and AICC
General Secretary (Organisa-
tion) KC Venugopal during his

Earth’s oldest rocks are over 4 billion years old

arth formed about 4.6
E billion years ago during

the Hadean Eon—a peri-
od named after the Greek god of
the underworld, reflecting the
planet’s intense early heat. By
around 4.35 billion years ago,
Earth may have cooled enough
for the first crust to form and
possibly for life to begin.

But the earliest chapter of
our planet’s history remains
largely mysterious. Rocks from
the Hadean are extremely rare,
leaving major gaps in our un-
derstanding of Earth’s forma-
tion and early evolution.

Our research team recent-
ly confirmed that the oldest
known rocks on Earth are in
northern Québec. Dating back
more than four billion years,
these rocks offer a rare glimpse
into the planet’s ancient begin-
nings.

Remnants of the Hadean

The Hadean Eon lasted from
Earth’s formation around 4.6
billion years ago to about 4.03
billion years ago. The oldest
terrestrial materials ever dated
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are zircon crystals from West-
ern Australia, some as old as
4.4 billion years. Though their
original host rocks have eroded
away, these tiny, durable min-
erals survived and have helped
researchers piece together
clues about early Earth.
Chemical analysis of these
zircons suggests they formed
in magmas derived from sed-
imentary rocks at the bottom
of ancient oceans, indicating
early crust formation and the
presence of liquid water. Some

studies also hint that this first
crust was mafic—rich in mag-
nesium and iron.

Until recently, the existence
of this Hadean crust had not
been confirmed.

Ancient rocks in Québec

In 2008, one of us—Jonathan
O’Neil—proposed that the Nuv-
vuagittuq Greenstone Belt in
northern Québec might contain
rocks from the Hadean. Located
in Nunavik, north of the 55th
parallel, this region hosts an-
cient, metamorphosed volca-

nic rocks. The most common
of these, known as the Ujaraa-
luk rocks, means “big old solid
rock” in Inuktitut.

Initial analysis revealed vari-
ations in neodymium-142, an
isotope produced only during
the Hadean by the radioactive
decay of samarium-146. This
suggested an age of 4.3 billion
years—an interpretation based
on techniques previously used
to date meteorites and lunar
rocks. However, this conclu-
sion sparked debate, with some
studies dating local zircons
to a younger, Archean age of
around 3.78 billion years.

Confirming the Hadean Age

In 2017, we returned to Nuv-
vuagittuq for a closer look.
This time, we collected intru-
sive rocks called metagabbros,
which cut through the older
Ujaraaluk formation. Since
the intrusions are younger than
the rock they cut, dating them
would help confirm the age of
the Ujaraaluk rocks.

Led by master’s student
Chris Sole at the University of

Ottawa, the project combined
fieldwork and lab analysis, with
support from undergraduate
students and French geochro-
nologist Jean-Louis Paquette.
Using two independent sa-
marium-neodymium dating
methods, we determined the
intrusive rocks are 4.16 billion
years old—proving the Ujaraa-
luk rocks are even older.

A glimpse into Earth’s begin-
nings

This places the Ujaraaluk
rocks firmly in the Hadean
Eon, making them the oldest
preserved rocks on Earth.

Studying these ancient rocks
offers a rare opportunity to
understand the formation of
the first continents and how
Earth’s environment began
evolving toward habitability.

As some of the only surviving
pieces of our planet’s earliest
crust, the rocks of the Nuv-
vuagittug Greenstone Belt are
helping to rewrite our under-
standing of Earth’s deep past.

(THE CONVERSATION)
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Odisha visit.

The trio will attend the ‘Save
the Constitution’ rally in Bhu-
baneswar and are expected to
address a large public gather-
ing.

Meanwhile, the Odisha
Pradesh Congress Seva Dal also
held a key meeting at Congress
Bhawan under the leadership
of newly-appointed state presi-
dent Shuvendu Mohanty. OPCC

EURO

MARKET WATCH

CURRENCY BOURSES COMMODITIESf™"
INDEX VARIATION | INDEX VARIATION INDEX VARIATION

DOLLAR 85.97 4 0.51 | SENSEX 83442.50 4 9.61

10.90 4 0.08 [NIFTY 25461.30 4 0.30

President Bhakta Charan Das
inaugurated the session, which
was attended by senior leaders
including former OPCC presi-
dent Jaydev Jena, AICC joint
in-charge Shahnawaz Choud-
hary, and others.

During his address, Das high-
lighted that the Seva Dal is the
backbone of the Congress party
and must be strengthened from
the grassroots. He underscored
the need for training camps to
empower committed youth at
the Panchayat level, who would
be appointed and trained to
serve with discipline and ded-
ication.

The meeting saw enthusi-
astic participation from Seva
Dal workers across multiple
districts.

GOLD 396,821 ¥ 7169

SILVER ¥108,15 ¥ 3414

BBSR CTC FORECAST
Max Temp 30.2° 30.8° Generally cloudy
Min Temp 24.6° 23.8°  yug spells of rain/
Humidity 94% 86% thundershower .y
Rainfall 41.4mm 6.0mm
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WATER WOES: Bikers negotlatlng a waterlogged stretch at Nuasahi Square in Balasore connecting the bus stand with Remuna Golei following a heavy downpour, Monday

Students eat MDM in rain
under cover of umbrellas

At a time when reports have surfaced on nelghbourlng Andhra government luring
students of border villages to its schools through various facilities such as school
buses, this incident from Nandapur block in Koraput has brought to the
fore the sorry state of affairs in government-run schools.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nandapur, July 7: With low
pressure induced incessant
rainfall continuing across Odis-
ha for the past 16 days, students
in Koraput district’s Nandapur
block have been forced to eat
their mid-day meals under the
cover of umbrellas out in the
open, due to absence of proper

~dining halls in their schools
and hostels.

The matter came to the fore
after around 140 girl students at
the Marada Sevashram School
in Hikimput panchayat under
the block were seen having
their mid-day meals holding
umbrellas in front of their
school, Monday.

Following this, members
of the school management
committee, including chair-
man Hari Dora, ward member
Kamulu Lochan Dora, guard-
ians Samara Bada Naik, Hari
Dalapati, Dhanapati Karingia
and Harishchandra Kirshani,
voiced their dissatisfaction
on the headmaster Udaynath
Kirshani.

The headmaster cited a lack
of infrastructure, including
classrooms and a dining hall,
as the reason behind the or-
deal. He said he had already
reported the matter through
the block Welfare Extension
Officer to higher district-level
authorities.

The issue was also brought
to the attention of block Wel-
fare Extension Officer Nagen
Tripathy, District Welfare Of-
ficer Sunil Kumar Tandi, and
Assistant Block Education Of-
ficer (ABEO) Mumtaj Gomang.

Both the welfare officers
acknowledged that Nandapur
block has 18 Welfare depart-
ment schools and 45 School
and Mass Education (S&ME)
department schools with hos-
tels managed by the Welfare de-
partment. Over 4,500 students
are continuing their education
as boarders in these facilities.

Photos and accounts from the
Welfare department-run resi-
dential schools and other gov-
ernment schools showed stu-
dents drenched in rain, holding
umbrellas during lunch. Such

a situation has sparked sharp
discontent among the students
and their parents.

Locals have urged the admin-
istration to address the infra-
structure gaps urgently.

In Nandapur block of Kora-
put district, 16,034 students
across 190 schools under the
S&ME department are receiv-
ing mid-day meals, according
to ABEO Gomang.

However, she revealed that
nearly 95 per cent of these in-
stitutions lack proper dining
halls. With the exception of a
few, most schools do not have
dedicated facilities where stu-
dents can eat comfortably.

Officials across departments
have reportedly informed the
district and state administra-
tions through their respective
senior officers about the need
for constructing dining halls.
The matter drew attention
during the recent district-level
ITDA-PLC meeting, where the
issue of students eating meals
in the rain while holding um-
brellas was highlighted.

The meeting, chaired by
Koraput Collector V Keerthi
Vasan, was attended by all
MLAs from the district. He
confirmed that the issue was
discussed in the meeting.

To address the situation, the
administration has decided to
use funds from Article 275 and
other schemes to gradually con-
struct dining halls in all schools
across the district. Collector
Vasan stated that the goal is
to complete the construction
of dining halls in every school
within the next year.

Vedanta Aluminium’s mobile health services reach over 50 villages

BHUBANESWAR: Vedanta Aluminium, India’s largest aluminium producer, has been providing quality health

care services to more than 35,000 residents across 52 remote villages in Odisha through its flagship Mobile Health
Unit (MHU) services. Operating in the districts of Rayagada, Kalahandi, Sundargarh and Jharsuguda, the company
has conducted more than 2,000 free health camps over the last two years, addressing vital healthcare needs in
underserved regions. Focused on bridging healthcare gaps in rural Odisha, the MHU camps offer a range of free
services, including medical check-ups, malaria screenings, blood sugar tests, and distribution of essential medicines.
Each MHU is fully equipped with diagnostics kits and basic medicines, and staffed by a qualified doctor, nurse, lab
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Lightning strikes claim 3 farmers

POST NEWS NETWORK

Tihidi/Khaira, July 7: Three
farmers, including two siblings,
were killed and another was
rendered critical in separate
incidents of lightning strike on
farmlands Monday in Tihidi and
Khaira areas of Bhadrak and
Balasore districts, respectively.
In the first incident, two
farmers identified as Madan-
mohan Moharana, 60, and his
younger brother Hrudananda
Moharana, 57, were struck by
lightning at Chandisahi, Haras-
inghpur village under Pirhaat
police limits and Tihidi block
of Bhadrak district. Another
injured farmer was identified
as Giridhari Mahallick, 64, of
nearby Barabatia village.
They were working on their
farmland when lightning
struck them during a thun-
derstorm and rendered them
critical. Villagers and family

members rescued them and
admitted them to Tihidi hospi-
tal, where doctors pronounced
Madanmohan and Hrudananda
dead. Giridhari was shifted to
the Bhadrak District Headquar-
ters Hospital after doctors ad-
ministered him primary treat-
ment.

Tihidi police registered two
separate cases of unnatural
death and sent the bodies for
post-mortem.

In the second incident, a
25-year-old farmer Chandra-
kanta Panda died after being
struck by lightning Monday af-
ternoon while ploughing a field
in Kurunta village under Khai-
ra block in Balasore district.

Sources said Panda was
operating a tractor when a
lightning strike rendered him
unconscious. Family members
rushed him to Simulia Commu-
nity Health Centre, but doctors
declared him dead on arrival.

Health camp begins in remote Nabarangpur

PNN & AGENCIES

Nabarangpur/Bhubaneswar,
July 7: To provide quality
healthcare to people living in
remote Nabarangpur district,
the state government Monday
airlifted a team of doctors from
SCB Medical College and Hos-
pital, Cuttack, for a four-day
health camp.

The camp is being organised
under the ‘Mukhya Mantri
Bayu Swasthya Seva’ initiative.

There is a lot of enthusiasm
among people here as they no
longer need to travel to bigger
cities for critical treatment,
said Sukant Satpathy, Addi-

tional Chief District Medical
Officer (ADMO), Nabarangpur.

About 1,000 patients have
registered themselves to re-
ceive advanced treatment,
including certain surgeries,
he added.

He added that modern med-
ical science is finally reaching
the unreached.

People will now have access
to specialists in urology, ne-
phrology, cardiology, neurolo-
gy, endocrinology, and gastro-
enterology. Investigations like
echocardiographs and endos-
copy are also being provided
during the camp, he said.

A statement by the CMO said

similar camps will also be held
in Nuapada and Malkangiri dis-
tricts later.

On the first day, five senior
resident doctors examined pa-
tients and prepared them for
surgeries and procedures.

Three Maoists surrender
before Kandhamal pohce

POST NEWS NETWORK

Phulbani, July 7: Three Mao-
ists, including two women and
a youth, surrendered before
Kandhamal police, officials said
Monday.

The surrendered cadres
were identified as Made Beti
alias Champa, Admo Madhavi
alias Manju and Raju Dodi alias
Ajay. All three are natives of
Chhattisgarh.

Champa was a Division-
al Committee Member (DC-
M)-rank cadre in the BGN
(Bansadhara-Ghumsur-Naga-
bali) division of CPI (Maoist)
while Manju and Ajay were
Area Committee Member (AC-
M)-rank cadres in the (Kalah-
andi-Kandhamal-Boudh-Nay-
agarh) KKBN division of the
outlawed organisation. Cham-
pa had joined the Maoist outfit
in 2009, Manju in 2011, and Ajay
in 2016. They were all active in
parts of Kandhamal, Boudh
and Kalahandi districts and
were reportedly working to
reactivate the Maoist corridor
between Jharkhand and Chhat-
tisgarh.

The surrender took place
during a press briefing at the
district police headquarters
in Phulbani, Monday where
Southern Range IG Niti Shek-

har identified the ultras. The
IG said the three were linked
to previous Maoist activities
in the region. Their surrender
comes in the wake of a recent
encounter in Baliguda police
limits, where two Maoists were
killed during a gunfight with se-
curity forces.

Police believe sustained an-
ti-Maoist operations have weak-
ened the rebel network in Kand-
hamal. In the past month alone,
the number of active Maoists in
the region has dropped by 15.
Currently, the number of Mao-
ists in Kandhamal, Boudh, and
Kalahandi is estimated to be be-
tween 50 and 60.

“We appeal to others still

Majhighariani temple hundis opened

in the outfit to shun violence,
join the mainstream and take
advantage of government
rehabilitation schemes,” IG
Shekhar said. “These three
surrendered after developing
disillusionment with the organ-
isation and trusting the Odisha
Police.”

The government’s surren-
der and rehabilitation policy,
which includes financial aid
and support for reintegration,
is said to have encouraged their
decision.

Kandhamal SP Harisha BC
and Commandant Pankaj Ver-
ma of the 127 CRPF Battalion
were also present during the
press meet.

On the second day, a team
of six senior doctors will per-
form surgeries, offer consul-
tations in various super-spe-
cialties, and prescribe medi-
cines — all of which will be
provided free of cost.

Vyasanagar municipality
executive officer held
captive by councillors

PNN & AGENCIES

Jajpur, July 7: The executive
officer of Vyasanagar Munic-
ipality in Jajpur district was
allegedly held captive by some
councillors in his office June 26,
an official said Monday.

The incident came to light af-
ter Pradeep Kumar Padhy, the
officer concerned, submitted a
complaint to the Jajpur District
Collector Sunday. According to
his complaint, a group of coun- .
cillors led by the municipality
chairperson in-charge barged
into his chamber and confined
him for nearly eight hours.

They allegedly pressured
him to sign several files and
mentally harassed him. Pad-
hy also stated that he was not
allowed to take his prescribed
medicines during the ordeal.
He has been on leave since June
27 after informing his superiors
about the incident.

Despite the seriousness of the
allegation, no formal police com-
plaint has been lodged. Collector
P Anvesha Reddy confirmed re-
ceipt of the complaint and has
ordered a probe by two senior
officials -- Kalinga Nagar ADM
Sapan Kumar Nanda and Zilla
Parishad executive officer Ashok
Kumar Behuria. Meanwhile, the
Jajpur ORS officers’ association
condemned the incident and
warned of agitation if no action
is taken within 24 hours.

ZONAL OFFICE: BHUBANESWAR ZONE

Star House, 1/1D, Jayadev Vihar, Nayapalli,

RAYAGADA: Nine donation boxes or ‘*hundis’ of the revered Maa Majhighariani shrine
in Rayagada district were opened Monday, which yielded a collection of Rs 1.04 crore
in cash, along with 38 gram gold and 2.5 kg silver. Additionally, 12 currency notes of
five different countries, believed to have been donated by visitors from abroad were
also found. The donation boxes were opened in the presence of a magistrate and
police officials by temple officials, bank employees and volunteers.

EAST COAST RAILWAY

Tender Notice No.SBP-ELECT-2025-T-248A
DLl R (o] i8N SUPPLY AND
INSTALLATION OF CABLE TRANSIT
ENTRY SEALING & FOOLPROOF
PROTECTION SYSTEM WITH MULTI
DIAMETER HALOGEN FREE EPDM
MODULES TO PREVENT RODENT
ENTRY INTO HT COMPARTMENT OF
SWITCH BOARD CABINET (SBC)
PANEL OF EOG TYPE LHB AC
COACHES, POWER CARS & PANTRY
CARS OF SAMBALPUR COACHING

i g
sm!ﬂ: India BOI * Bhubaneswar-751015, Tel: 0674 - 2362251/2362246,
Email: zo.bhubaneswar@bankofindia.co.in

REQUIREMENT OF PREMISES

Bank of India requires suitable premises preferably on Ground
Floor with appropriate frontage and sufficient parking space on lease
basis for opening of New Branch in Tirtol. The premises should be in
an approved building confirming to the conditions by the Govt.
Authorities forcommercial use. Detailed notification inviting offers for
new premises is available in our website www.bankofindia.co.in.
Prescribed format for submission of offer may be obtained upto
1.00 P.M. of 17.07.2025 from our office at above address.
Alternatively, the format can be downloaded from our website.
Last date for submission of offer is upto 4.00 P.M. on 17.07.2025 at
Zonal Office, Bhubaneswar.

Zonal Manager, Bhubaneswar Zone

technician, and pharmacist. In Kalahandi’s Thuamul Rampur block, the initiative covers 21 villages. In the Kashipur
block of Rayagada district, services extend to 14 villages. In Sundargarh district’s Hemgir block, communities across
11 villages benefit from regular health services. In Jharsuguda district’s Lakhanpur block, the outreach includes six
villages. The health camps commonly address ailments like hypertension, gastric issues, fungal infections, anaemia,
common cold, joint pain, respiratory infections, diabetes, and skin conditions such as scabies.

Strawberries, turmeric, coffee to be processed in Daringbadi

MISSION SHAKTI DIRECTOR VISITS KANDHAMAL STRESSES ON VALUE ADDITION

POST NEWS NETWORK

GI tag labelling to enhance mar-
ketability and farmer incomes.
The director also highlighted
the need to process coffee local-
ly. Currently, organically grown
Daringbadi coffee is collected by

Daringbadi, July 7: In a signif-
icant push to boost women-led
agri-enterprises and promote
local produce, Mission Shakti

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
BHUBANESWAR (R&B) DIVISION NO. 11l

Director Manika Priyadarshini TDCCOL (Tribal Development _T e—— LN g)grgn?tﬁ:y ng\!ﬁoﬁ

visited Kandhamal district’s Dar-
ingbadi block to assess ongoing
efforts and chart a roadmap for
value addition in key crops like
strawberries, turmeric, and cof-
fee through processing units.

Cooperative Corporation of
Odisha Ltd.), processed in Kora-
put, and sold under the Koraput
brand. She said the state govern-
ment is planning to set up a pro-
cessing unit in Daringbadi itself,

3 14 12, 927 10 EMD : T 28, 300/ 60Estg. No. - 4741 Date - 05.07.2025
Government of Odisha “e”-Procurement Notice No (12} of 2025-26

Bid Identification No : C.C. (R&B) 03

Name of the Work 1) Civil (Building} work

2) E.I. {Road) Work

2 Nos work

i) Rs.14,40,395/-, ii) Rs.18,10,977/-

months from the date of issue of LOA
At 1530 hrs. of 25.07.2025. 1
No manual offers sent by Post / Courier/
Fax or in person shall be accepted against
such e-tenders even if these are submitted 3

2_|Total No of works
Estimated Cost

Priyadarshini arrived at the avitalrolein empoweringtribal  created—either by the govern-  which will further strengthen the on firm'’s letter head and received in time. | {4 [Class of Contractor (S;I‘ NO-C1 -t“D % C” Ciass Contractor, SI. No. 2 - "HT”
: 3 : : 3 143 _ 3 3 3 3 All such manual offers shall be rejected ass Lontractor
PWD Inspection Bungalow in  women in the region. ment or private entities—straw- identity of Daringbadi coffee and summarily without any consideration, 5 TPoriod of Complation 3 (Two) Calondar Monihs

She noted that several women
in the block have successfully
taken up strawberry farming,
which offers good returns in a
short span. However, due to the
lack of processing infrastructure,
their earnings are limited to the
harvest season. She suggested
that if facilities for making prod-
ucts like squash and jam were

Daringbadi Saturday evening
and was received by BDO Pree-
tiranjan Rath. She visited local
coffee plantations, the Mission
Shakti-run Coffee Café, Hill View
Park, and turmeric processing
centres at Dandima and Su-
lumaha villages, Sunday. These
centres are managed by Mission
Shakti women’s groups and play

berries could provide year-round
income. She instructed the BDO
to explore steps in this direction.

Regarding the globally ac-
claimed Kandhamal turmeric,
the director emphasised that
steps would be taken to promote
value addition and branding. She
stated that turmeric will be pro-
cessed, packaged, and sold with

provide better earnings to local
growers. Plans are also in place
to expand coffee cultivation to
more areas.

During her visit, Priyadarshini
had lunch at the Mission Shakti
Café in Daringbadi and inter-
acted with women members,
discussing their initiatives and
challenges.

Complete information including e-tender [
documents of the above e-tender is 7
available in website : www.ireps.gov.in

Note : The prospective tenderers are 8
advised to revisit the website fifteen (15)
days before the date of closing of tender 9
to note any changes/corrigenda issued
for this tender. The tenderers/ bidders
must have Class-Ili Digital Signature
Certificate and must be registered on
IREPS Portal. Only registered tenderer/
bidder can participate on e-tendering.

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (G)/

PR-330/Q/25-26 Sambalpur

Type of Tender Single Cover System (Online)

Date & time of availability of bid {From 09.07.2025 at 11.30 A.M. to 18.07.2025 at
document in the portal 5.30 P.M.

Last Date & Time for Receipt of |18.07.2025 upto 5.30 P.M.

bids in the Portal

Name & Address of the Officer
inviting Bid

Er.Narendra Kumar Ghadai, Superintending
Engineer, Bhubaneswar (R&B) Division No. HI,
Bhubaneswar

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal hitps:/tendersorissa.gov.in
N.B : Subsequent corrigendum / addendum if required shail be available in the website as
indicated above.

$d./- Superintending Engineer
BBSR (R&B) Division No. lii, BBSR

OIPR-34185/11/0004/2526
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There is no greater courage than
that of recognizing one’s own
mistakes.

THE MOTHER

Bloodline

oower Post

FOCUS EN ERGY

INDIA’S ETHANOL DRIVE

ndia’s sustained econom-
ic growth will not hap-
pen without parallel and
steady increase in ener-
gy usage. That will increase
at roughly the same rate as
GDP growth for the next two

Iu \

earned nearly Rs 1 trillion extra
during these ten years and dis-
tilleries too earned another Rs
1 trillion. The percent increase
in farm income for those sugar-
cane or maize farmers, is probably
modest. EBP has provided an as-

decades. We need to increase ETH AMOL sured market for sugarcane, and

he coming together of the Thackeray cousins — Raj Thackeray, electricity for households, fac- BLENDED hence the sugar sector, which is of-

I chief of the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS) and Shiv Sena tories and offices, and fuel for PETROL ten plagued by excess production
(UBT) president Uddhav Thackeray —on 5 July, two decades after transportation. Three-fourth of == thanks to the MSP and assured

they had fallen out, could not have happened at a more opportune time.
The BJP-Shiv Sena government had to eat dust over its bid to include
Hindi as a third language in school curriculum. It had to abandon the
scheme altogether. It is not only on the backfoot, but has given the
MNS and Shiv Sena (UBT) a golden opportunity to bury their differ-
ences and close ranks to redraw the contours of Maharashtra politics.
Maratha pride is a potent political weapon that the two cousins have
been handed over afresh following what is widely perceived as the
imposition of Hindi in Maharashtra after the southern states, espe-
cially Tamil Nadu, fumed recently over a similar move on it but in a
different form, by the Centre. The rollback on the Hindi imposition
by the BJP-led Mahayuti government has brought Raj and Uddhav
together when both are facing an existential crisis following the Maha
Vikas Aghadi’s (MVA) debacle in the Assembly elections last year.
The MNS and Shiv Sena (UBT) seem to have got the right issue

Ajit Ranade

India’s electricity is produced
from coal and the remaining is
from renewable sources such as
solar, wind, hydro, nuclear and
biomass. The installed capaci-
ty of renewables has reached
nearly 50% of the total, but pro-
duction is at 25%. India has the
third largest deposits of coal but
still needs to import more than
one-fifth of its requirement
from foreign sources. That
means an outgo of $20 billion
or more for importing coal.
For transportation, the im-

The ethanol blending programme is benefited
by special subsidies provided for the
purchase of feedstock by ethanol producers,
and the lower rate of GST paid by them

for production, employment
and exports. Imagine a future
where one fourth of the refining
capacity of the country is used
only for exports, which will ac-
tually reduce the total outgo of
foreign exchange. Keep in mind

become a global leader in eth-
anol production technology.
EBP targets also mean that oil
marketing companies have to
compulsorily purchase ethanol
upto a certain target. Presently
of 1,810 crore litres of installed

price mechanism. Recently,
the government has decided to
divert 5 million tonnes of rice,
which is about 9% of world ex-
ports, to ethanol production. It
represents only 4% of India’s
production, and 10% of stocks
sitting in government godowns.

One side effect of diverting
grain like rice and maize to
EBP is that it deprives the poul-
try feed sector which is suffer-
ing from scarcity and input cost
escalation. India turned from
net exporter to net importer of

and weapon to go after the ruling dispensation capitalizing on the port dependence is higher. thatthe world isalsotryingto  capacity, 816 crore litres is of = maize, thanks to EBP. It can al-
three-language formula in school curriculum. The government’s knee- Nearly 90% of the crude oil = move away from fossil fuels. sugarcane/molasses based, solead tofood inflation, leading
jerk reaction and subsequent climbdown is being seen as an admis- THANKS TO consumed is imported, clock- In order to reduce pressure 136 crore litres of dualfeed,and  to instant and arbitrary bans
sion of a failed attempt to use Maharashtra to test the BJP-led NDA ing 242 million tonnes last year. on foreign exchange, and tore- 858 crore litres are grain-based  on export of sugar and rice.
government’s policy of promoting and imposing Hindi on non-Hindi THE HIGH Depending on international  ducethe carbon footprint,India =~ which include maize and rice. Thanks to the high assured
states. The decision to scrap the government order on the three-lan- ASSURED PRICE  prices,say inarangeof $65to  embarked on an ambitious pro- At this stage, it is worth ex-  price for ethanol, distilleries
guage formula by the government of Maharashtra is being seen as an $85, itdrains $125to $150 billion =~ gramme to blend ethanol with  amining the EBP. It has four = often make more money con-
outcome of fear of antagonizing the Marathi population. FOR ETHAN0L9 from India’s foreign exchange.  petrol and diesel. Ethanol was  objectives, namely, to reduce  verting rice to ethanol, rather
The most immediate and direct impact of the cousins’ closeness DISTILLERIES At higher oil prices the forex  tobe made from sugarcanei.e.  importdependencyoncrudeoil,  than selling it as grain. Keep in
appears to be for the Eknath Shinde camp as it has the potential to OFTEN MAKE burden is much higher. The  molasses, or from grains such  toreduce the outgo of foreignex-  mind that India provides free
turn the Deputy CM’s claim to the legacy of Shiv Sena founder Bal good news is that the export of  as maize andrice, or fromdual  change, to reduce carbon emis-  five kilos of wheat or rice to 810
Thackeray hollow and challenges his standing among core Marathi MORE MONEY  petrol and diesel is increasing  feed. The progress since 2013  sions and finally to provide a  million people. That operation
voters. This is alarming for the ruling alliance in the coming mu- CONVERTING faster than the import of crude  on ethanol blending is very  boostto agricultural output. At  too requires government pro-
nicipal elections. With Bal Thackeray’s son and nephew cementing oil. Last year, the total export  impressive. It started with just ~ 20% blending already achieved, = curement and distribution.
their ties, Shinde runs the risk of being branded as an outsider and RICETO  was 65 million tonnes of pet-  1.5% blending back in 2013. By = how successful has the EBP The excise and other tax bur-
a traitor (gaddar). He is likely to face a major challenge on his turf ETHANOL rol and diesel, with very good  thisyearthetargetof20% hasal- been in meeting these objec- dens on oil marketing compa-
— the urban pockets of Maharashtra, especially across the Mumbai ’ profit margins. In the next few  ready been achieved. Intermsof  tives? Firstly, as per a report  nies is more than 50% for petrol
Metropolitan Region (MMR). He is likely to find a united Marathi RATHER THAN  years, India’s domesticrefining  the growing volume itisaspec-  from PIB, over pasttenyearstill  and diesel, but ethanol has a neg-
regionalist platform propped by the two cousins too tough to handle. SELLING IT AS capacity willgoup by 20% and  tacular growth of nearly 30% per 2024, the total saving in crude  ligible tax burden. Can some of
Though the Thackeray cousins are yet to formally announce a united reach above 310 million tonnes.  year, compounded over thepast  oil import was about 18 million  this be rationalised to make the
front, speculations about such an alliance getting momentum just GRAIN This growth in refining capac- 12 years. This pace isfarahead  tonnes, which is just 0.8% of fiscal burden fairer between pet-

ahead of the civic body polls, including in the high-stakes BrihanMum-
bai Municipal Corporation (BMC), are apparently worrying Shinde.
Poor showing could lead to waning of his influence in the state and
_the government he is part of.
The BJP of course remains the most dominant political party in
the state at the moment having won 132 of the state’s 288 seats in the
Assembly elections last year. It has a 26.77 per cent vote share, more
than double that of the second-placed Congress, which has a vote share
of 12.42 per cent. However, if the Thackeray cousins do succeed in
forming an alliance, which appears likely, they would pose a serious
challenge to this dominance of the BJP by consolidating the Marathi
voter base. The coming civic body polls will be a litmus test for both
the BJP and the two cousins. Even a slight shift of voters away from
the BJP in cities such as Mumbai, Thane, Pune and Nashik could
seriously affect the party, which has for long tried to wrest the BMC
from the Shiv Sena. A poor showing in the civic polls could become
really problematic for the BJP led state government in the long run.
The Thackerays have synchronised it well to come together as they
_have enough time to consolidate their base with the Assembly elections
being far away. Their plan seems to be to first test the waters in the
civic body polls and then build on the gains they may achieve. The
Congress may find it difficult to reconcile itself with Raj Thackeray’s
strident anti-minority pitch, but everything depends on the accept-
ability of the show of unity between the MNS and Shiv Sena (UBT).

WISDOM CORNER

“ If you want something you have never had, you must be

willing to do something you have never done.

THOMAS JEFFERSON

‘ ‘ Never give up on a dream just because of the time it will
take to accomplish it. The time will pass anyway.

EARL NIGHTINGALE

ity is faster than the domestic
requirement growth, meaning
more export earnings. The refin-
ing capacity expansion happens
due to a combination of brown-
field expansion and building
new refineries. The refineries
in the Western world are closing
down, and thus there is an op-
portunity for India. A proposed
new refinery in western Maha-
rashtra would be a big boost

Norwegian lessons to safeguard the future

ver the first four months
O of 2025, 56 Norwegian

citizens convened to dis-
cuss how Norway’s immense
oil wealth can best serve cur-
rent and future generations,
both domestically and globally.
Unlike traditional policymak-
ing, where elected officials
and experts call the shots, this
so-called Future Panel - the
second such assembly held in
Norway —allowed ordinary cit-
izens, selected through a repre-
sentative process and equipped
with the necessary knowledge,

of the growth of petrol and diesel
consumption in India.

The ethanol blending pro-
gramme (EBP) is benefited
by special subsidies provided
for the purchase of feedstock
by ethanol producers, and
the lower rate of GST paid by
them. There are also interest
subvention schemes, provid-
ing loans and lower interest
rates to producers. India has

liament on 13 May, the Future
Panel formally demanded a legal
framework - including a dedicat-
ed commissioner - to safeguard
future generations. If enacted, it
would demonstrate that grass-
roots advocacy can bring about
a paradigm shift in governance.

I experienced the potential
of this shift firsthand as the
first Future Generations Com-
missioner for Wales, which
passed the Well-being of Fu-
ture Generations Act in 2015.
The law requires public bodies
to consider the long-term con-

the total oil imported during
that period. In terms of foreign
exchange savings, it was about
Rs 1.06 trillion, or roughly $10
billion (using average exchange
rate). But that is less than 0.5%
of outgo saved over ten years.
In terms of carbon dioxide emis-
sions, in ten years the EBP has
saved 54 million tonnes, which
isalsolessthan1%. Asfarasag-
riculture is concerned, farmers

sure, the country has commit-
ted to ambitious climate targets,
including net-zero emissions by
2050. But it continues to expand
oil exploration, despite the glob-
al call for a managed decline in
fossil-fuel production and the
vulnerability of its pristine
ecosystems — from the Arctic
tundra to vast fjords — to envi-
ronmental degradation. Norway
also faces the challenge of mov-
ing to a post-oil economy amid
the shift to renewables. To mit-
igate the cost of stranded assets,
protect workers, and ensure a

rol and ethanol? The bottom line
is that at 20% blending, which
is a great milestone, we need to
take a comprehensive look at the
EBP policy which has multiple
objectives, inter-linked compli-
cated incentives, and unintend-
ed side effects, on food security,
food inflation and fiscal burden.

The writer is a noted
€CONOMISt. ©OTHE BILLION PRESS

tersecting problems stem from
shortsighted decision-making
and a willful blindness to ro-
bust data and trends.

But long-term thinking is not
only about preventing problems.
It is also about working toward a
better and more hopeful future.
The Welsh model has given the
government and public insti-
tutions a vision that seeks to
transcend political cycles. Since
becoming more future-oriented,
policymakers have prioritized
investing in public transport
over building roads; focused on

Sophze Howe to craft recommendations sequences of their decisions, fair transition, the country will  keeping people healthy, instead

through informed debate. ensuring that sustainability = need to diversify carefully. of just treating the ill; and even

‘ ‘ Great minds discuss ideas. Average minds discuss events. The Panel was established and intergenerational justice A Norwegian future gener-  revived Welsh, a once endan-
Small minds discuss people. MANY OF by seven civil-society organiza-  are embedded in policymaking.  ations act based on the Welsh  gered language.

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT TODAY’S tions - WWF Norway, Save the Momentum for such legis- model would embed intergener- Norway’s Future Panel has

Children Norway, Caritas Nor-  lation is growing globally. In  ational responsibility into poli-  spoken, and now the govern-

CHALLENGES way, Framtiden i vare hender = September, the UNGA adopted  cy decisions, ensuring thatthe  ment is at a crossroads. Will it

ATTESTTO (The Fufcure '1n. Our Hands),the a Declaration on Future Gener- gov_ernment sqeks tq balance  become a_global leaQer inlong-

TH I S D AY I N H ISTO RY Norwegian Children and Youth  ations that encourages govern-  social, economic, environmen-  term policy planning, ensur-

THE DIRE Council, and thethinktank Lang-  ments to institutionalize long-  tal, and cultural well-beingfor  ing that its oil wealth benefits

CON SEQ UENCES sikt—toconductafact-basedpub-  term thinking. Norway’s op-  current and future generations.  generations to come? Or will

[l 1497: Vasco da Gama's first voyage to India. On this day in 1497, lic discussion about Norway’s  portunity to do so could prove  Aspart of that process, afuture it make decisions based solely

Vasco da Gama sailed from Lisbon with a fleet of four vessels, and he OF FAILING TO wealth. Its remit is to amplify = particularly consequential  generations commissioner on short-term considerations,

ultimately opened a sea route from western Europe to Asia by way PLAN FOR THE the people’s voice on this highly =~ because of the country's $1.8  could act as an independent  perpetuating crises that future

of the Cape of Good Hope, ushering in a new era in world history. important topic before the gen-  trillion sovereign oil fund. As  advocate, flagging measures citizens will have to fix? If its

FUTURE eral election in September. By  climate change acceleratesand  that conflict with the law'saim  citizens' wishes are to be re-

[l 1777: Vermont abolishes slavery. Vermont adopted its constitution
that abolished slavery, becoming the first region in the now United
States to abolish slavery. The constitution was adopted after Ver-
mont declared independence from the British empire.

Il 1833: The Treaty of Hiinkar skelesi, a defensive alliance between the
Ottoman Empire and Russia, was signed at the village of Hiinkar
skelesi, near Istanbul.

Il 1889: Wall Street Journal published for the first time. Three financial
reporters named Charles Dow, Edward Jones, and Charles Berg-
stresser created The Wall Street Journal to supersede a previous

periodical called the Customers' Afternoon Letter.

Il 1889: John L. Sullivan beat Jake Kilrain in 75 rounds to defend his
title in the last heavyweight championship bout held under London
Prize Ring rules.

M 1896: William Jennings Bryan delivered his “Cross of Gold” speech

embracing a more radical model
of deliberative democracy that
focuses on the long-term collec-
tive good rather than short-term
political interests, Norway is set-
ting a precedent for other coun-
tries. Perhaps more importantly,
when presenting its recommen-
dations to the Norwegian par-

economic uncertainty deepens,
Norway must develop a new vi-
sion for financial stewardship
that will help preserve plane-
tary and societal well-being.
First and foremost, as one of
the world’s largest oil export-
ers, Norway must reckon with
its fossil-fuel dependency. To be

and holding political leaders
accountable for pursuing and
achieving a balance between
the short and long term.

Many of today’s challenges
attest to the dire consequences
of failing to plan for the future.
From climate change to demo-
graphic shifts, these often-in-

spected, Norway must assume
the responsibility to help create
a world that improves human
well-being and equity.

The writer was the first
Future Generations
Commissioner for Wales.
(©PROJECT SYNDICATE
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TO THE EDITOR

Police torture

Sir, A contractual temple guard in Tamil Nadu’s Sivaganga
district Ajith Kumar was beaten to death by the police over
an issue of missing jewels from a car. What could have been a
simple case of routine inquiry, First Information Report (FIR)
and follow-up, turned nasty due to police highhandedness. In
a significant observation, the Madurai Bench of the Madras

Carlsen’s burnout

Sir, , After his second successive defeat at the hands
of the Indian prodigy D. Gukesh, world’s top-ranked
chess player, Magnus Carlsen, has confessed that he is
no longer enjoying the game. The latest loss comes just
weeks after Gukesh stunned Carlsen in the classical
format at the Norway Chess tournament, where the

at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago. High Court has said that the case was like “the state killing its
own citizen.” Most custodial deaths in India go unreported be-
cause the police pick and choose their targets based on their
socioeconomic status. As the poor and the marginalised have
no voice, such highhandedness of the police goes unnoticed.
There are, on an average, as many as five custodial deaths per
day happening in the country. Though India has signed the
United Nations Convention Against Torture (CAT), absence
of a uniform Central law has emboldened the perpetrators.
Retributory and preventive justice to families through fast
tracking of such cases is the need of the hour.

Norwegian reacted by famously banging the table in
frustration. Carlsen said: “Honestly, I am not enjoying
playing chess at all right now.” “I don't feel any flow
at all when I'm playing. I'm constantly hesitating, and
it's just really poor right now.” His statement comes
as a surprise to many fans and experts in the chess
world, especially considering Carlsen’s reputation
as one of the greatest players of all time. However,
the five-time World Champion has been vocal in the
past about burnout and the mental toll of constant
high-level competition.
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[l 1947: A local newspaper erroneously reported that a “flying saucer”
had been recovered near Roswell, New Mexico; although that claim
was quickly refuted by authorities, the Roswell incident eventu-
ally became the centre of a conspiracy theory involving UFOs and
extraterrestrials.

Il 1950: Douglas MacArthur was appointed commander of United Na-
tions forces in the Korean War.

M 1994: Kim Jong-il takes office as Supreme Leader of North Korea.
He took the office after the death of his father, Kim Il-sung.

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI
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Mandi’s miracle bab

HOPE AMID DESPAIR

WS TN first state to implement

11-month-old baby girl survives flash floods in Himachal, family swept away

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mandi, July 7: The catastroph-
ic flash floods triggered by mul-
tiple back-to-back cloudbursts,
tore through several villages of
Himachal Pradesh’s Mandi dis-
trict, swallowing everything in
their path.

The youngest victim of the
calamity is an 11-month-old
baby girl, a family’s lone sur-
vivor, who desperately awaits
maternal warmth to feel safe
and confident amid the devasta-
tion. A week after the mayhem,
that is almost a regular feature
in the mountainous state every
monsoon largely owing to un-
planned infrastructure devel-
opment, rescuers have been
on their toes and risking their
lives to bring normalcy in the
deluge-battered villages.

One of the villages is Tal-
wara in Parwada panchayat
that was hit by the deluge in
the wee hours of July 1, that
swept away the baby’s parents
and grandmother.

Locals say the child was
sleeping alone in the house
when the tragedy struck.

Her parents, father Ramesh
and mother Radha, along with
grandmother Purnu Devi went
outside, leaving the sleeping
child behind to divert the gush-
ing waters, in which they were
swept away.

In the morning, the per-
sistent and heart-wrenching
cries of the baby pierced the
air and the villagers went in to

_check on her and contacted the
local authorities after realizing
what had happened to her.

Now, the video of Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate (SDM) Sam-
ritika Negi, holding the child in
her arms has gone viral, touch-
ing the hearts of many.

The body of the child’s father
has been recovered, however,
her mother and grandmother
are still missing.

-
"

SDM Negi told IANS over
phone that the baby’s parents
were doing agriculture and her
grandmother was working as a
peon in a local government of-
fice. She said that only this fam-
ily was affected by the deluge in
the village.

However, the impact of the
calamity was more in several
villages in Thunag as at least 14
people died. Official figures say
30 people are yet to be found.

The SDM told IANS that the
baby has been handed over to
her father’s cousin sisters, who
also live in the village. Fortu-
nately, she has adjusted with
other family members.

“The district administration
has provided Rs 25,000 ex-gratia
to the caretakers of the baby.
Also some ration kits were pro-
vided to them,” she said.

SDM Negi said the district
administration has got 100
plus phone enquiries about
the child's welfare, with many
extending financial assistance.

“The Deputy Commission-

HP to probe accumulation of
forest wood after cloudbursts

Videos and photographs
of wood flushing down
the river and found
floating in the dam went
viral on media platforms,
raising public concern
and prompting calls for
investigation

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Shimla, July 7: Taking cog-
nisance of forest wood and
logs that accumulated in the
Pandoh dam after last week’s
cloudbursts, Himachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Sukhu has handed over the in-
vestigations to the Criminal In-
vestigation Department (CID).

The logs were sighted in huge
quantities floating in the Pan-
doh Dam in the Mandi district,
that got accumulated after being
swept down from the hills due to
the cloudburst and flash floods.

A spokesperson for the state
government Monday said the
government has taken cogni-
sance of the matter and would
bring to light the possible rea-
sons behind the accumulation
of wood in such a large quantity.

The government, under

the direction of the Chief
Minister, has now decided
to conduct the CID inquiry
into the matter.

“The first and foremost reac-
tion to the incidents of cloud-
bursts and floods was to save
the lives of people and pro-
vide immediate relief to them,
wherein effective measures
were underway to bring back
normalcy in the flood-hit re-
gions,” said the spokesperson.

He said that while the gov-
ernment and the administra-
tion were busy helping people,
the BJP made a hue and cry
regarding the forest wood.

“The BJP leaders were mak-
ing irresponsible statements
at the time of disaster, which
highlights that the opposition
is highly ignorant and selective
when it comes to such matters,
as the issues of illegal felling of
trees were never inquired into,
and no accountability was set
during their tenure,” said the
spokesperson.

The spokesperson added
that the state government has
set a goal to make Himachal
Pradesh a 'Green Energy State'
by March 31, 2026, and any ob-
stacle or act which stops the
government from achieving
its target would be dealt with
under the rule of the law.

er of Mandi will open a bank
account for the minor child

and he will be the guardian.
The compensation from the
government will be deposited
in the name of the child in
the shape of fixed deposits so
that they will take care of her
education and well-being,”
SDM Negi told IANS. “Even
the financial assistance of
the donors will be deposited
directly in that bank account
for the child’s safe future,”
she said, adding. “This will
be decided after the ‘kriya’ of
the child’s father.”

The Himachal Pradesh gov-
ernment provides Rs 4 lakh
in case of death in a natural
calamity irrespective of the
place of residence and nation-
ality, provided the death has
occurred within the state.

Himachal Pradesh is reel-
ing under severe monsoon
devastation with 78 con-
firmed deaths and extensive
infrastructure damage across
the state.

MONSOON MAYHEM IN HP

imachal Pradesh has

witnessed 23 flash floods, 19
cloudbursts and 16 landslides
since the onset of monsoon on
June 20, and 52 people have died
in rain-related incidents in the
state so far, officials said Monday.
In the worst-hit Mandi district,
search and rescue operations

have been intensified with drones and sniffer dogs being used to trace
28 people who went missing last week in the Thunag, Gohar and Karsog
subdivisions, they said. On Monday, a landslide occurred in Sai Kharsi
area of Bilaspur district and a large part of a mountain fell on a petrol
pump. However, no casualty was reported. Eyewitnesses said that
suddenly a huge amount of debris and rocks started coming down

from the mountain and fell on the petrol pump. In Mandi, about 250
personnel from the National and State Disaster Response Forces, Army,
and Indo-Tibetan Border Police, along with home guards and locals, are
undertaking the search and rescue work. Besides, 20 teams are gathering
information and distributing ration and medical kits in inaccessible
areas, the officials said. According to official data, the state has reported
80 deaths since June 20, of which 52 are linked to rain-related incidents
such as cloudbursts, flash floods and landslides. The rest 28 fatalities
were associated with road accidents, the officials said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 7: Tamil Na-
du has become the first state
in the country to implement
a model which predicts the
probability of deaths among
adults with Tuberculosis and
has integrated it with the ex-
isting state-wide application
TB SeWA, which triages them
at diagnosis.

The predictive model, devel-
oped by ICMR's National Insti-
tute of Epidemiology (NIE) that
was launched last week, aims to
reduce the average time from
diagnosis to hospital admission
for severely ill TB patients,
thereby bringing down the mor-
tality rate further, said Dr Asha
Frederick, State TB Officer of
Tamil Nadu.

The new feature has been
added to Tamil Nadu's exist-
ing TB SeWA (Severe TB Web
Application), which has been in
use since 2022 under the state's
differentiated care model ini-
tiative Tamil Nadu - Kasanoi
Erappila Thittam (TN-KET),
she told PTI.

Under TN-KET, healthcare
workers screen a triage every
newly diagnosed adult with TB
for very severe undernutrition,
respiratory distress or poor
physical condition using five
variables -- body mass index
(BMI), pedal oedema (swelling
of feet and ankles), respiratory
rate, oxygen saturation, and the
ability to stand without support.

Then, health staff feeds these
variables into TB SeWA, which
then tells whether a particular
patient is severely ill or not.
Under TN-KET, all severely ill
(very severely undernourished
or having respiratory distress
or poor physical status) have to
be prioritised for admission, Dr
Frederick said.

Until now, TB SeWA flagged
patients as 'severely ill' based
on these variables, helping
health staff prioritise them
for inpatient care, Dr Manoj
Murhekar, Director of NIE said.

In this image via Defence PRO Chennai, Japan Coast Guard (JCG) personnel with Commander, Coast Guard Region
(East) Inspector General Datwinder Singh Saini and NCC cadets after the arrival of JCG Ship Itsukushima at Chen-

nai port, Monday

PTI photo
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The predictive
death model has
been developed
using data from
nearly 56,000 TB
patients diagnosed
in public health
facilities across
Tamil Nadu
between July 2022
and June 2023

"The new feature goes a step
further - calculating and dis-
playing predicted probability
of death for adults with TB,"
Dr Murhekar said.

This objective risk percent-
age aims to overcome any sub-
jective inference regarding se-
verity and guide frontline staff
to act immediately and firmly
for the hospital admission of
severely ill adults with TB at
the time of diagnosis, he said.

"How this feature addition
is helpful is that the predict-
ed probability of death varies
widely between a 'severely ill'
and 'not severely ill' patient.
The predicted probability for a
severely ill adult with TB death
ranges from 10 per cent to as
high as 50 per cent, depending
on how many of the conditions
are present.

TARIFF HIKE

Y TB death prediction model
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"In contrast, for patients
not flagged as 'severely ill', the
predicted probability drops
sharply to just 1-4 per cent," ex-
plained Dr Hemant Shewade, a
senior Scientist at NIE.

Data of last three years show
that about 10-15 per cent of
adults with TB in Tamil Nadu
are found to be severely ill at
diagnosis, he told PTI.

"This clear risk estimate will
help ensure that the sickest pa-
tients are admitted to hospitals
without delay," Dr Shewade
stated.

All 2,800 public health facili-
ties in Tamil Nadu --? from pri-
mary health centres to medical
colleges --? currently use the TB
SeWA application alongside a
paper-based triage tool, said Dr
Frederick. "Tamil Nadu is so far
the only state in India to system-
atically record and use these
five triage variables to guide
patient management," she said.

According to a study by the
NIE, after implementing TN-
KET for around three years
now, the losses in the care cas-
cade have significantly reduced
and around two-third districts
have documented reduction in
TB death rates.

The ICMR-NIE scientists
emphasised that the initiative
sets an important example for
other states, where TB deaths,
especially the early fatalities,
remain a persistent challenge
despite free diagnosis and
treatment.

EV charging operators in
TN face higher power bills

The tariff revision comes
at a time when the state
is pushing for greater EV
adoption and expanding
the charging network

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, July 7: Electric ve-
hicle (EV) charging operators
across Tamil Nadu are bracing
for a steep rise in operational
costs following a significant re-
vision in power tariffs by the
Tamil Nadu Electricity Regu-
latory Commission (TNERC),
effective July 1.

The revised tariff structure
has increased both energy
charges and fixed monthly
charges for EV charging sta-
tions, raising concerns among
operators about the economic
viability of public charging in-
frastructure in the state.

While TNERC has retained
its time-of-day (ToD) tariff mod-

el -- first introduced in 2023 to
incentivise off-peak charging
-- it has hiked electricity rates
across all time slots.

Under the new structure,
charging during solar hours
(9 am to 4 pm) will cost Rs 6.50
per KWh; during peak hours (6
am -9 am and 6 pm -10 pm), the
rate rises to Rs 9.75 per KkWh, up
from Rs 9.45.

Night charging (10 pm- 6 am)
will cost Rs 8.10 per KkWh, com-
pared to Rs 7.85 earlier.

Operators are now urging
the state government to review
the policy framework and con-
sider incentives or subsidies to
keep the EV charging ecosys-
tem viable.

TN govt hostels renamed as ‘Social Justice Hostels’

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, July 7: In a major
step towards fostering social
equity and unity among the
youth, Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister MK Stalin announced that
all student hostels run by var-
ious government departments
across the state will now be
known as ‘Social Justice Hos-
tels’.

This move, the Chief Minis-
ter said, reflects the core prin-
ciples of the Dravidian Model
government and is aimed at
creating a strong foundation
for an egalitarian society.

“The renaming is not just
symbolic but part of our broad-
er effort to root out caste-based
discrimination and foster
a spirit of unity among the
younger generation,” he said.

The decision was taken based

on the recommendations of
the Justice K Chandru Com-
mission, a one-man panel set
up by the state government
to examine ways to eliminate
caste markers in educational
institutions.

The Commission had pro-
posed removing caste-based
names and symbols and rec-
ommended the introduction of
a curriculum that encourages
inclusive education. Acting on
these recommendations, the
government has decided to re-
name all 2,739 hostels catering
to school and college students
as ‘Social Justice Hostels’.

These hostels currently
house around 1,79,568 students
from various communities, ma-
ny of whom come from margin-
alised and economically disad-
vantaged backgrounds. “While
we are transforming the names

and purpose of these hostels,
the government remains com-
mitted to supporting students

through existing welfare
schemes,” CM Stalin said.
“Financial assistance, schol-
arships, and other forms of aid
will continue as before. This

.
¥
i J‘ =

renaming is a step forward in
our resolve to create a discrim-
ination-free learning environ-
ment,” he said.

Hostels that have already
been named after prominent
leaders will retain their
names, but the phrase ‘Social

This is not just a policy
decision but a step in
building a socially just
Tamil Nadu, where
every student has the right
to dignity, equality, and
opportunity

MK STALIN I CM, TAMIL NADU

Justice Hostel’ will be append-
ed to them, the Chief Minister
clarified.

Over the years, the state
has implemented several ini-
tiatives aimed at improving
the educational outcomes of
students from marginalised
communities. The Chief Min-
ister noted that while these
schemes have enhanced op-
portunities and capabilities,
the time has now come to
address deep-rooted societal
biases directly.
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national

The most ¢
embarrass-
ing thing for

the government -
is that, despite ¥ s
loosening the U
definition of un-
employment so much, only 51.7
per cent of people were found
to be employed

JAIRAM RAMESH | CONG GENERAL SECY

The BJP has
‘ been trying

to intimi-
date our leaders
using central
agencies like
the ED and I-T,
but we will never be scared.
Our party leaders in Chhattis-
garh, including former chief
minister (Bhupesh Baghel), are
being harassed (using probe
agencies)
MALLIKARJUN KHARGE | CONGRESS PRESIDENT

The Sittwe
‘ port (in
Myanmar)

is ready. Now
work is going on
to develop the
road connec-
tivity to Aizawl. The entire
Kaladan Multimodal Transit
Transport Project will be oper-
ational by 2027

SARBANANDA SONOWAL I UNION MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

I Youth dies after falling
from 100-foot height

Kota: A 19-year-old youth
died after he fell from a
height of about 100 feet while
making a reel on his mobile
phone at a popular tourist
spot here, a police officer
said Monday. The deceased,
Arjun Kahar, was a Class 12
student and a resident of
Kaithun area. According to
RK Puram Circle Inspector
Mahendra Maru, Arjun had
gone with six to seven friends
to the Gapernath picnic spot
near Rajasthan's Kota city
Sunday afternoon. Since the
- original route to Gapernath
was closed in view of the
rains, the youths chose an
alternative route through a
hilly jungle on their way back
in the evening.

s

Six detained for
murdering youth

New Delhi: Six people,
including two minors,

have been apprehended

in connection with the
murder of a 25-year-old
man after he resisted a
robbery attempt in the Vijay
Vihar area, an official said
Monday. Four accused —
Karan alias Doremon (22),
who is the main accused,
Aakash (23), Sumit (22), and
Rahul (18) — were arrested,
while the minors have been
apprehended, the official said,
adding that they allegedly
spotted Manish alone in the
area and attempted to
snatch his belongings.

‘Itsukushima’ arrives
at Chennai Port

New Delhi: Japan Coast
Guard ship 'ltsukushima’

will engage in a series of
bilateral engagements during
its week-long port call at
Chennai, starting Monday,
officials said. Following the
Chennai visit, 'ltsukushima’
will participate in a joint sea
exercise named 'Exercise
Jaa Mata' (meaning 'see
you later') with the Indian
Coast Guard (ICG). This
exercise will focus on
enhancing coordination and
operational synergy at sea,
they said.

16 IEDs recovered
from J'’khand forest

Chaibasa: Security forces
Monday recovered 16

IEDs from a forest area in
Jharkhand's West Singhbhum
district, police said. The
improvised explosive devices
were recovered in a forest
stretch between Kotsona and
Lanji villages, as part of an
anti-Naxal operation by a joint
team of security forces, SP

Rakesh Ranjan said. —

“ Most of the
equipment

we once imported is
now being made in
India. Our reforms are
succeeding because

of the clarity of vision
and commitment at the

ANDHRA TO USE Al FOR
MOSQUITO CONTROL

Andhra Pradesh is set to launch a pilot
mosquito control programme using Ar-
tificial Intelligence (Al) called the Smart
Mosquito Surveillance System (SMoSS) to

highest level

Rahul slams Modi govt
over SEBI crackdown

Rahul Gandhi
accused Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi-led Centre of
turning a blind eye
to the revelation and
wondered if there were
more players rigging
the market

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 7: Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi Monday accused the
Narendra Modi government
of making the rich richer and
pushing ordinary investors
to the brink of ruin by being
silent on “manipulation” by
big players in the futures and
options (F&O) market.

Rahul Gandhi, in a post on
X, said he had predicted the
loopholes in the F&O market.

“I clearly stated in 2024 --
the F&O market has become
a playground for ‘big play-
ers,” and small investors’
pockets are continuously be-
ing drained.

“Now SEBI itself is admit-
ting that Jane Street (Group)
manipulated thousands of
crores. Why did SEBI remain
silent for so long?” he asked in
his post in Hindi.

The Congress leader accused
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di-led Centre of turning a blind
eye to the revelation and won-
dered if there were more play-
ers rigging the market.

“At whose behest was the

GORAKHPUR GIRL
RETURNS T0 SCHOOL
AFTER YOGI’S HELP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Gorakhpur (UP), July 7:
Forced to drop out because
of financial constraints four
months ago, Class seven student
Pankhuri Tripathi returned to
school Monday, days after her
story became a political talking
point for both the government
and the Opposition.

During Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s Janta Darshan at
Gorakhpur temple July 1, the
student of Saraswati Shishu
Mandir had pleaded for fee
exemption.

Moved by her plea, Adi-
tyanth assured that her edu-
cation would not be disrupted.
“If the school does not waive
the fees, the government will,”
the CM had assured.

However, the school did
not budge and when July 5,
Pankhuri and her family vis-
ited the school with a formal
application regarding the
waiver, the principal alleged-
ly refused.

Samajwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav also took up the
girl's matter and criticised the
ruling BJP government.

Planned C-section linked

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 7: Having
a planned caesarean section
during delivery could be relat-
ed to an increased risk of leu-
kaemia -- a blood cancer -- later
in the child’s life, compared
with an emergency C-section,
a study has found.

A C-section delivery of a
child involves making a sur-
gical cut in the mother’s abdo-
men and uterus. The need for
delivering via a C-section can
be planned or arise as an emer-
gency during labour.

Researchers at Karolinska
Institutet said that exposure
of a baby to vaginal bacteria
in an emergency C-section
-- which usually begins as a
vaginal delivery -- could be
why planned

C-sections carry an increased
risk of certain diseases, com-

Modi government sitting
with its eyes shut? And how
many more big sharks are still
shorting retail investors?”
he said.

“In every case, it is
clear -- the Modi government
is making the rich richer and
pushing ordinary investors to
the brink of ruin,” he alleged.

Gandhi tagged his September
24, 2024, post in which he had
stated, “Uncontrolled F&O trad-
ing has grown 45x in five years.
Ninety per cent of small inves-
tors have lost ¥1.8 lakh crore in
three years.”

It went on: “SEBI must reveal
the names of the so-called

‘Big Players’ making a killing
at their expense.”

The Congress' head of media
and publicity department,

Pawan Khera, also joined
in on the issue with Gand-
hi alleging that the market
watchdog has ignored alleged
corruption in the market and
said SEBI has to answer a lot
of questions.

“This is the tip of the ice-

berg of corruption our market
watchdogs have ignored so
far. SEBI and its former chair-
person Madhavi Puri Buch
have a lot of questions to an-
swer,” Khera said in a post on
X while tagging Gandhi’s post.

Sebi Chairman Tuhin
Kanta Pandey Monday said
the capital markets regulator
does not see “many other risks”
like the manipulations done by
the hedge fund Jane Street.

In an order released in the
early hours of Friday, the
market regulator found Jane
Street, a New York-based hedge
fund, guilty of manipulating
the indices by taking bets in the
cash, and futures and options
markets simultaneously for
making handsome gains.

It has suspended the hedge
fund from accessing the mar-
ket and impounded over 34,843
crore in gains.

The probe has found that
Jane Street made a profit of
336,671 crore on a net basis
during the probe period from
January 2023 to May 2025.

Yamuna in New Delhi

el

A cattle egret stands amid blooming lotus flowers on the bank of the
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pared to emergency ones. “We
don’t want mothers to feel anx-
ious about medically indicated
C-sections. But when this result
is combined with other study
results showing that the risk
of later asthma, allergies, or
type 1 diabetes increases in
children born by planned C-sec-
tion, there is reason to discuss
C-sections that are not medi-
cally indicated,” lead author
Christina-Evmorfia Kampitsi,
researcher at Karolinska Insti-
tutet, said.

The study, published in
The International Journal of
Cancer, looked at nearly 25
lakh children born in Sweden
during 1982-1989 and 1999-2015
from the Medical Birth Reg-
ister.

More than 3.75 lakh of these
(15.5 per cent) were born by a
C-section, of which 1,495 later
developed leukaemia -- a can-

cer affecting blood and bone
marrow.

Overall, children born by a
C-section were seven per cent
more likely to develop acute
lymphoblastic leukaemia, com-
pared to those born vaginally.

RAJNATH SINGH | DEFENCE MINISTER

monitor mosquito density, detect species,

Woman gangraped
in empty train coach

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Panipat, July 7: A 35-year-
old woman was allegedly gan-
graped in an empty coach of a
stationary train here, police
said Monday.

According to police, they
received a missing report about
her June 26. Her husband told
them that she had been missing
since June 24 after a quarrel.
He said that this had happened
before, but she would return on
her own.

Meanwhile, the woman told
the police that she was sitting at
a nearby railway station when
a person, claiming to have
been sent by her husband, ap-
proached her.

"She said he took her with
him and boarded an empty bo-
gie of a stationary train where
he raped her. Later, two other
men joined him and raped her,"
Shri Niwas, SHO of Quilla po-
lice station said.

The woman, who appeared to
be traumatised, also stated that
later on she was taken to Soni-
pat where the accused threw
her on the tracks and she lost
her leg when a train went over
her. She was later admitted to
a hospital and is undergoing
treatment, Niwas said.

"We registered a Zero FIR
for gangrape and forwarded
it to the Panipat Government
Railway Police (GRP) for fur-
ther action," Niwas said over
the phone.

Inspector Rajesh, SHO of
the Government Railway Po-
lice here, said that they have
received a zero FIR on Sunday
evening and further investiga-
tion is underway.

Zero-FIR can be filed in any
police station, irrespective of
the place of incident/jurisdic-
tion, and it can be later trans-
ferred to the appropriate police
station.

and enable timely insecticide spraying

Chandrachud reveals

why he overstayed
in CJI residence

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 7: In the
wake of the controversy over
his stay at the official residence
beyond permissible time, for-
mer Chief Justice of IndiaD Y
Chandrachud Monday cleared
the air saying his luggage was
packed and he along with his
wife and children would soon
move to a paid government ac-
commodation.

Chandrachud, his wife Kalpa-
na and daughters Priyanka and
Mahi, both of whom are per-
sons with disabilities, were liv-
ing in the official CJI residence
of 5, Krishna Menon Marg, New
Delhi. "We have actually packed
up our luggage. Our luggage is
already completely packed up.
Some of the luggage is already
gone to the new house and some
are kept here in the storeroom,"
Justice Chandrachud told PTI
while elaborating on reasons for
his overstay in the bungalow.

The 50th CJI, who superannu-
ated from the office November
8, 2024, was responding to the
Supreme Court administration's
communication to the Centre
to vacate the official bungalow
due to the purported overstay.
The former CJI lamented over
the controversy and referred
to the medical condition of
his daughters who required a
wheelchair-friendly home.

“I won’t tell you how I feel,
but you can imagine how I feel
about it...one thing which I
would like to mention is that
we are the parents of two chil-
dren, Priyanka and Mahi. They
are special children and they
have special needs. They have
a condition called Nemaline

ALARMING CHILD MORTALITY IN MAHARASHTRA

myopathy... And you know,
this is a very rare genetic dis-
order which affects the skeletal
muscles.”

He continued, “Even at home,
we maintain a high standard
of hygiene, sanitation and we
have a very specialised nurse
who looks after them. So now
it’s a matter of maybe a couple
of days, or not a couple of days,
but maybe a couple of weeks at
the most. As soon as they tell
me that the house is ready for
occupation, I will be moving
out.” Justice Chandrachud re-
called his elder daughter Pri-
yanka being in the ICU for 44
days at PGI Chandigarh in 2021
and in January, 2022.

The former CJI pointed out
his children’s regular chest,
respiratory and neurological
therapies aside from pain and
speech management.

He said one of the kids had
difficulty in swallowing as a
multi-disciplinary team looked
after both his children on a dai-
ly basis.

Justice Chandrachud re-
ferred to former CJIs Justices
U U Lalit and N V Ramana and
other top court judges, saying
they too were granted extension
of time to stay in their official
residences.

More than 36 deaths per day

MMC nod to homoeopaths irks IMA

Mumbai: The Maharashtra Medical Council (MMC) has issued a
notification permitting homoeopaths to prescribe modern medicines
after completing a six-month course in pharmacology, drawing a
sharp reaction from the Indian Medical Association, which claims

it will dilute modern medical practices. Demanding a rollback of the
permission, the IMA will submit memoranda to Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis via the district collector and the tahsildar. If

their concerns are not addressed, the association plans a 24-hour
withdrawal of non-emergency health services July 11. The MMC
notification, dated June 30, authorises the initiation of a Certificate
Course in Modern Pharmacology (CCMP) for homoeopathy
practitioners, enabling them to practice modern medicine. Following
these amendments, the Medical Education and Drugs Department,
Government of Maharashtra, August 13, 2014, approved to launch the
certificate course in pharmacology for homoeopathy practitioners

to practice in modern medicine. This development stems from a
previous notification issued June 25, 2014, regarding amendments to
the Maharashtra Homeopathic Practitioners Act and the Maharashtra
Medical Council Act, 1965. Following these amendments, the Medical
Education and Drugs Department, Government of Maharashtra, August
13, 2014, approved to launch the certificate course in pharmacology for
homoeopathy practitioners to practice in modern medicine.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, July 7: Maharash-
tra has recorded over 12,000
child deaths between April last
year and February 2025, averag-
ing more than 37 fatalities per
day, the state’s Public Health
and Family Welfare Minister
Prakash Abitkar said Monday.

The figure came up during
the question hour when ten
MLCs from the Opposition
and treasury benches asked a
question as to whether 12,438
children died in the state in 11
months.

They also highlighted the
situation in Kolhapur district
where 1,736 deaths of chil-
dren, including 11 newborns,
were reported. In a written
response, Abitkar confirmed
the numbers, acknowledging
the traumatic loss of young
lives throughout the state.
However, the minister neither
provided any age-wise break-
up nor specified the causes
behind the death of the chil-
dren. The period from April
2024 to February 2025 men-
tioned by the minister comes

However, compared to an
emergency C-section, birth via
aplanned C-section was associ-
ated with a 21 per cent higher
risk of developing acute lym-
phoblastic leukaemia, the most
common form of childhood leu-

to 11 months and with 12,438
child deaths reported during
the period, the daily average
comes up to approximately
37 deaths per day. Replying
to another question, Abitkar
also addressed the progress of
trauma care infrastructure in

B A C-section delivery of a
child involves making a
surgical cut in the mother’s
abdomen and uterus

The need for delivering via
a C-section can be planned
or arise as an emergency
during labour

Overall, children born by

a C-section were seven

per cent more likely to
develop acute lymphoblastic
leukaemia, compared to
those born vaginally

kaemia.

“We observed an increased
(acute lymphoblastic leukae-
mia) risk among children de-
livered by planned C-section
(of 21 per cent),” the authors
wrote.

Emergency caesarean sec-
tions usually begin as a vaginal

the state and said that 117 such
units have been approved for
government hospitals situated
along highways.

Of these, 78 trauma care units
are currently operational, with
work underway to complete the
remaining 39 units.

to higher child leukaemia risk: Study

delivery, which causes stress
for the baby and exposure to
vaginal bacteria if the amniot-
ic sac has ruptured, they said.

A foetus grows and develops
in an amniotic sac during preg-
nancy.

However, in planned C-sec-
tions -- usually performed
before labour has started nat-
urally -- the baby does not ex-
perience this stress and is not
exposed to vaginal bacteria,
the team said.

The difference in exposure
to vaginal bacteria and im-
munological factors thereof
may help the increased risk
of acute lymphoblastic leu-
kaemia in a planned -- and not
emergency -- C-section, the re-
searchers added.

The findings help contribute
towards understanding what
causes acute lymphoblastic
leukaemia in children.




EPS LAUNCHES
POLL CAMPAIGN

AIADMK general secretary
Edappadi K Palaniswami
launched his statewide
campaign for the 2026
Assembly election from
Tamil Nadu's Mettupalayam

“ In the past 11
years, over

34,000 km of new
railway tracks have
been laid, and 1,300
stations are being re-

@orissa

TUESDAY | JULY 8, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

s 3
| |
€. developed as modern
v ; Amrit Bharat stations
| ASHWINI VAISHNAW |
@ RAILWAY MINISTER

iuotel 2 8

| have SO0 GJCJ
‘ told the
Committee IATA

chairman that the
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The BJP is not
‘ just a political

organization,
but a dedicated
movement of
ideas, values and
service. The train-
ing session is not just a formality,
it is a medium to prepare the lead-
ership, strengthen the organization
and motivate the workers
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"I Youth thrashed for
obscene message

Bangalore: A college student
was allegedly kidnapped,
stripped, and brutally
assaulted on the outskirts of
Bangalore, after which eight
people were arrested and later
released on bail, police said
Monday. The incident occurred
June 30 in Nelamangala taluk,
police added. The victim,
identified as Kushal, a college
student, was previously in

a relationship with a minor

girl from the same locality.
However, the couple had
broken up a few months ago,
after which Kushal allegedly
sent her obscene messages.

I Two kids fall from
speeding school van

Thane/Mumbai: Two children
were injured after falling off a
speeding school van when its
rear door opened in Ambernath
town in Thane district Monday,
police said. A video of the
incident has gone viral on
social media. The Regional
Transport Office (RTO) at
Kalyan stated that action will
be taken against the school van
under the School Bus Rules,
2011, and relevant sections of
the Motor Vehicles Act after
document verification.

I South Calcutta Law
College reopens

Kolkata: South Calcutta Law
College reopened

Monday amid heavy security
after remaining closed for 11
days following the alleged
gang rape of a first year
student on campus. Vice
Principal Nayna Chatterjee said
only BA LLB students of the
first semester, who were yet to
fill out their examination forms,
have been asked to come on
the first day after reopening to
complete the formalities.
Senior officers of the Kolkata
Police were overseeing
security at the campus as
private guards thoroughly
checked the ID cards of
students going in. Around 100
students, many accompanied
by their parents, turned up as

the gates reopened at 10 am. |

Monday
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‘Drones to boost Indian industry to $23bn by 2030’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 7: Buoyed by
rising demand from sectors like
defence, agriculture, logistics,
and infrastructure, the drone
industry is expected to boost
the country's manufacturing
potential to USD 23 billion by
2030, says a report.

As drones emerge as a key
component of modern warfare
strategies, India's Operation
Sindoor in the wake of the
Pahalgam terror attack has
marked a notable shift in the
country's adoption of drones,
the report by Nexgen said.
The report, based on a survey

of 150 companies from 15 cit-
ies, revealed that 40 per cent
of drone companies believe
that agriculture and precision
farming are anticipated to drive
the largest demand for drones
in India by 2030, following the
defence sector.

Estimates suggest the global
agricultural drones market size
will reach USD 5.89 billion by
2030. In its endeavour to fur-
ther support this momentum,
Delhi is hosting the largest
Drone International Expo 2025,
scheduled for July 31 to August
1, 2025. Organised by Nexgen
Exhibitions, the Drone Inter-
national Expo 2025 is showcas-

ing the latest innovations from
over 6 countries, including Rus-
sia, Taiwan, Canada, Ukraine,
and India. Over 50 national and
international Drone manufac-
turers are showcasing their
product innovations at the ex-

PM: BRICS must secure

critical minerals su

In his address at a
session on multilat-
eralism, financial
matters and artificial
intelligence, Modi also
called for creation of
global standards for
use of Al to maintain
transparency and
prevent misuse

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Rio de Janeiro, July 7:
The BRICS nations must
work together to make supply
chains for critical minerals and
technology secure and ensure
that no country uses these
resources for its own "selfish
gain" or as a "weapon" against
others, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi said at the annual
summit of the grouping.

In his address at a session on
multilateralism, financial mat-
ters and artificial intelligence
Sunday, Modi also called for
creation of global standards for
use of Al to maintain transpar-
ency and prevent misuse.

The prime minister's com-
ments on critical minerals
came amid concerns over Chi-
na restrictions on the export
of the vital resources as well
as its non-transparent policy
approach in the sector.

"We need to work together to
make supply chains for critical
minerals and technology secure
and reliable. It's important to
ensure that no country uses
these resources for its own self-
ish gain or as a weapon against
others," Modi said.

Critical minerals such as
lithium, nickel and graphite are
considered vital for high-end
technology products including
electric vehicles (EVs), drones,
and battery storage. China has
been a dominant player in the
critical minerals supply chain
globally.

On artificial intelligence, Mo-
di said it can greatly improve
everyday life but on the other
hand, it also raised concerns
about risks, ethics, and bias.

The Prime Minister an-
nounced that India will orga-
nise the "AlI Impact Summit"
next year.

"We believe that resolving
concerns and encouraging in-
novation should be given equal
importance in Al governance.
We must work together for re-
sponsible Al," Modi said.

"Global standards must be
created that can verify the au-
thenticity of digital content, so
that we can identify the source
of the content and maintain
transparency and prevent mis-
use," he said.

The top leaders of BRICS
held deliberations on a range
of pressing challenges facing
the globe at the summit in this
seaside Brazilian city.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping and his Russian counter-
part Vladimir Putin skipped
the summit. Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian and Egypt's
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi also didn't
attend the gathering.

The BRICS has emerged as
an influential grouping as it
brings together 11 major emerg-
ing economies of the world, rep-
resenting around 49.5 per cent
of the global population, around
40 per cent of the global GDP
and around 26 per cent of the
global trade. In his remarks,
the prime minister also talked
about efforts by BRICS to help
the Global South.

"In the form of BRICS New
Development Bank (NDB), we
have offered a strong and cred-
ible alternative to support the

ply
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development aspirations of
countries in the Global South,"
he said.

At the same time, he said
the NDB must focus on de-
mand-driven approaches,
long-term financial sustain-
ability, and healthy credit rat-
ing. Strengthening our
internal systems will further
enhance the credibility of our
call for reformed multilateral-
ism, he said.

Modi said the countries of the
Global South have some special
expectations and aspirations
from BRICS and it should work
together to fulfil them.

"For instance, the BRICS
Agricultural Research Plat-
form, established in India,
is a valuable initiative to
enhance collaboration in ag-
ricultural research." "It can
become a medium for sharing
research and best practices
in topics such as agri-biotech,
precision farming, and climate
change adaptation. We can also
extend its benefits to countries
in the Global South," he said.

The prime minister also
proposed creation of a BRICS
Science and Research Repos-
itory, which could also serve
as a valuable resource for the
countries of the Global South.

"The Global South has many
hopes from us. To fulfil them,
we must follow the principle
of 'Lead by Example'," he said.

"India is fully committed to
working shoulder-to-shoulder
with all our partners to achieve
our common goals," he added.

po. Aadhar Bansal, Director,
Nexgen Exhibitions, said in the
statement, "The entire world
has witnessed the impressive
capabilities of drones during
Operation Sindoor. I firmly be-
lieve that adopting indigenous

drones will strengthen the
Make in India initiative and
contribute to national pros-
perity across multiple sectors."

Drones are also benefit-
ing the agricultural sector
by providing surveillance
against crop theft and wild-
life intrusion.

About 20 per cent of the re-
spondents believe that drones
will create a boom in rural
India in the next five years by
enhancing smart agriculture in
the region. About 15 per cent
of the respondents believe that
the logistics and infrastructure
sector is also contributing im-
mensely to this shift.

9 murdered in 4 places
of Bihar in 24 hours

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Purnea/Nalanda (Bihar), Ju-
ly 7: At least nine people were
murdered in four incidents in
Bihar over the last 24 hours,
police said Monday.

The Kkillings took place in
Purnea, Nalanda, Muzaffarpur
and Patna districts.

In Purnea district, five mem-
bers of a family were killed and
their bodies set on fire by villag-
ers on suspicion of practising
witchcraft. In Nalanda district,
a 22-year-old woman and anoth-
er person were shot dead after a
dispute between children from
two neighbouring families es-
calated into violence.

A government engineer was
allegedly stabbed to death by
robbers in front of his family
in Muzaffarpur, while a 50-year-
old businessman was shot dead
in Patna. Police said that initial
probe suggested that five mem-
bers of a family in Tetma vil-
lage in Purnea were first mur-
dered on suspicion of practising
witchcraft. Two persons have
been arrested in connection
with the murders, and a man-
hunt has been launched to nab
the other accused, they said. Po-
lice are trying to ascertain the
identity of the deceased.

"Preliminary investigation
suggests that five members of
a family in Tetma village were
first murdered on suspicion
of practising witchcraft. It ap-

A Mahila Congress member shouts slogans during a protest seeking the resignation of Kerala Health Minister

Law and order completely
collapsed, says Tejashwi

Patna: A day after five members

of a family were killed on suspicion
of practising witchcraft in Purnea
district of Bihar, Opposition RID leader
Tejashwi Yadav Monday claimed
that law and order has completely
collapsed in the state. Yadav also
listed a number of other murders
that have taken place in Bihar
recently. Independent Lok Sabha
MP from Purnea, Rajesh Ranjan, alias
Pappu Yadav, said the killing of five
members of a family is "shameful".
In an X post, he said: "l am ashamed.
The world has reached Mars and our
people are indulging in massacres on
the suspicion of witchcraft!"

pears that the accused then
burnt their bodies in a bush.
The incident took place on Sun-
day night," DIG (Purnea) Pra-
mod Kumar Mandal told PTI.

In Nalanda's Dumrawan
village, two persons, includ-
ing a 22-year-old woman, were
shot dead Sunday night when
members of two families fired
at each other over a domestic
dispute, police said.
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Rahul’s “‘photo’ on
sanitary pads: 1Y(C
files complaints

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 7: Amid a
row over Rahul Gandhi’s image
on sanitary pad packets to be
distributed in Bihar, the Indian
Youth Congress has filed police
complaints in multiple states
alleging a “coordinated and
defamatory” digital campaign
targeting the Congress leader
and undermining the dignity
of women.

The IYC has claimed that the
campaign involved a “doctored
image and vulgar video” linked
to the Congress’ sanitary pad
distribution drive in Bihar,
which was part of a social wel-
fare initiative led by Gandhi.

In the video, Gandhi’s pic-
ture is shown on a sanitary
pad, which has angered the
Congress.

The IYC alleged that the BJP
was manufacturing fake narra-
tives to divert public attention.

According to IYC leaders
Monday, the content was first
circulated on social media by
an individual and was subse-
quently shared by other prom-
inent accounts.

The IYC has accused these in-
dividuals of spreading offensive
and misleading content with
the intention of politicising a
gender-sensitive issue and dis-
crediting Gandhi through what
it describes as “digital propa-
ganda cloaked in misogyny”.

Complaints have been filed
in multiple states under the
supervision of IYC national
in-charge Krishna Allavaru,
national president Uday Bhanu
Chib, and legal cell chairman
Roopesh Singh Bhadauria.

According to the Youth Con-
gress, an FIR has been registered
at High Grounds police station
in Bengaluru under relevant sec-
tions of BNS, including sections
192 (wantonly giving provoca-
tion with intent to cause riot),
294 (obscene acts or words in
public), and 196 (promoting en-
mity between different groups
on grounds of religion, race, etc),
along with Section 67 of the IT
Act. In Delhi, a complaint has
been filed at Mandir Marg police
station, and another has been
submitted via the National Cy-
ber Crime Reporting Portal by
Delhi Youth Congress legal cell
chairman Vivek Punia.

Veena George over the death of a woman when a portion of the Kottayam Medical College building collapsed, in

Thiruvananthapuram
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Citizens can self-ennumerate for Ist time in upcoming Census

In the country’s

first digital Census,
enumerators will
collect the data of
citizens using
mobile applications
on their Android and
Apple phones

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 7: A special
dedicated web portal will be
launched for self-enumeration
during the upcoming Census,
which will be available for both
phases of the national enumer-
ation exercise, officials said
Monday.

In the country’s first digital

Census, enumerators will col-
lect the data of citizens using
mobile applications on their
Android and Apple phones,
they said.

It will also be the first time
in the country that citizens will
get a chance to self-enumerate
through a dedicated web portal
which will be available for both
the phases of Census - Houselis-
ting and Housing Census (HLO)
and Population Enumeration.

"Digital Census initiative is a
transformational step towards
modernising the Census pro-
cess. For the first time, technol-
ogy will be used to collect data
and send it electronically to the
central server. This will result
in early availability of Census
data," an official said.

Very stringent data securi-
ty measures would be kept in
place to ensure data security at

the time of collection, transmis-
sion and storage.

HLO will start from April 1,
2026 followed by phase 2 start-
ing on February 1, 2027 in which
Population Enumeration (PE)
will be conducted. Castes of
household members will be enu-

merated in the ensuing Census.

Reference date for the Census
2027 will be 00:00 hrs of March
1, 2027 and 00:00 hrs of October
1, 2026 for Union Territories of
Ladakh and Jammu and Kash-
mir and snowbound non-syn-
chronous areas of Himachal

Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

It will be the 16th Census
since start of the exercise in the
country and 8th after Indepen-
dence, for which a gazette noti-
fication was issued on June 16.

The Registrar General of In-
dia has put in place a three-tier
focused and need-based train-
ing for each phase--national
trainer, master trainer and
field trainer.

The field trainers will train
around 34 lakh enumerators
and supervisors for the massive
exercise.

The RGI has told states and
Union Territories to make any
proposed changes in the bound-
aries of administrative units
before December 31, when they
will be considered final for the
Census exercise.

In a letter to all states and
Union Territories, Registrar

General and Census Commis-
sioner of India Mritunjay Ku-
mar Narayan had said that for
the Census, all villages and
towns are divided into uni-
form enumeration blocks and
for each block, an enumerator
is assigned to avoid any miss
or repetition during the popu-
lation count.

According to norms, the
Census can be conducted only
three months after the freezing
of boundary limits of adminis-
trative units such as districts,
sub-districts, tehsils, talukas
and police stations.

Narayan had said that from
April 1, 2026, the Houselisting
Operation, the appointment of
supervisors and enumerators
and the work division among
them will be done, and on Feb-
ruary 1, 2027, the Census of the
population will begin.




@ Orissa

TUESDAY | JULY 8, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

International

Trump warnsex I

By
.

1am of the .
belief that i '
we could

very much easily
resolve our differ-
ences and conflicts

{72
with the United “

States through dialogue and talks
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Today, as we
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since the

4

tragic events of § ‘5 h=

7th July 2005, my D .
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and special L

prayers remain with all those
whose lives were forever changed
on that terrible summer's day
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What the
‘ government
gave us

was something
spectacular in a
very short period
of time and a very
complicated manner

TOM BARRACK | THE US ENVOY TO LEBANON

SHORT TAKES

¥ Ukraine withdraws
from mine ban treaty

Kyiv: Oleksiy, a 26-year-old
Ukrainian soldier, is six months
into a difficult recovery after
losing most of his left leg to an
anti-personnel mine. Despite
his injuries, he says Ukraine is
right to withdraw from a treaty
banning such weapons. Facing
challenges in securing new

US supplies of artillery and
munitions, or to recruit enough
new soldiers to hold frontline
positions, Kyiv announced its
withdrawal from the Ottawa
Convention June 29. Military
analysts and a Ukrainian unit
commander said that doing so
could help slow the Russian
advances Kyiv is struggling to
contain over three years after
Moscow’s full-scale invasion.

[ Kenya police fire at
protesters, 10 killed

Nairobi: Police in Kenya clashed
with demonstrators Monday
during the latest anti-government
protests, killing 10 people,
according to the state-funded
human rights commission.
Authorities blocked major roads
leading into the capital, Nairobi,
and most businesses closed
amid the strictest measures
yet to contain the unrest.
Protesters lit bonfires and threw
stones at police. Police fired
and hurled tear gas canisters,
injuring demonstrators. Young
men carried another man,

his shirt drenched in blood,
saying he had been shot. The
protests were reported in 17 of
47 counties. Kenyan youth and
others for weeks have been
protesting police brutality and
poor governance.

[ Death toll from Texas
floods reaches 78

Kerrville: Search teams
looking for dozens of people
still missing after flash floods
in central Texas faced the
danger of more heavy rain
and thunderstorms Monday
after a disaster that has killed
at least 78 people including
28 children. Search teams
waded through mud-laden
riverbanks and flew over the
flood-stricken landscape on
the fourth day of the search
for survivors after Friday’s
flash floods.

¥ Lankan Navy rescues
4 Indian fishermen

Colombo: Sri Lankan Navy
rescued four Indian fishermen,
who went missing at sea,
from a distressed fishing

boat off the western coast,
an official statement said
Monday. The fishermen were
rescued Sunday following

a coordinated Search and
Rescue (SAR) launched by
the Sri Lankan Navy after
being alerted by the Maritime
Rescue Co-ordination Centre
(MRCC) Mumbai, said an
official statement released by
the Sri Lankan Navy.

REUTERS

Rio De Janeiro, July 7: Pres-
ident Donald Trump said the
US will impose an additional
10% tariff on any countries
aligning themselves with the
“Anti-American policies” of
the BRICS group of developing
nations, whose leaders kicked
off a summit in Brazil Sunday.

With forums such as the G7
and G20 groups of major econ-
omies hamstrung by divisions
and the disruptive “America
First” approach of the US pres-
ident, the BRICS is presenting
itself as a haven for multilat-
eral diplomacy amid violent
conflicts and trade wars.

In a joint statement from
the opening of the BRICS sum-
mit in Rio de Janeiro released
Sunday afternoon, the group
warned the rise in tariffs
threatened global trade, con-
tinuing its veiled criticism of
Trump’s tariff policies.

Hours later, Trump warned
he would punish countries seek-
ing to join with the grouping.

“Any Country aligning them-
selves with the Anti-Ameri-

T AR

can policies of BRICS, will be
charged an ADDITIONAL 10%
Tariff. There will be no excep-
tions to this policy. Thank you
for your attention to this mat-
ter!” Trump said in a post on
Truth Social.

Trump did not clarify or ex-
pand on the “Anti-American
policies” reference in his post.

Trump’s administration is
seeking to finalize dozens of
trade deals with a wide range
of countries before his July 9
deadline for the imposition
of significant “retaliatory
tariffs”.

Munir rejects Indian

allegation of Chinese
help in May conflict

REUTERS

Islamabad, July 7: Pakistan’s
army chief Field Marshal Asim
Munir Monday rejected New
Delhi’s allegation that his mil-
itary received active support
from longtime ally China in
its conflict with India in May.

Indian army’s deputy chief
Lieutenant General Rahul
Singh said last week that China
gave Islamabad “live inputs”
on key Indian positions.

The “insinuations regarding
external support” are “irre-

China plays down
its backing to Pak

Beijing: China Monday sought to
downplay Indian Army’s Deputy Chief
Lt Gen Rahul R Singh’s assertion

that Beijing provided active military
support to Pakistan during Operation
Sindoor using the conflict as a “live
lab” to test various weapon systems.
“l am not familiar with the specifics
you mentioned. Let me say that
China and Pakistan are close neigh-
bours enjoying traditional friendship.
Defence and security cooperation

is part of the normal cooperation
between the two countries and does
not target any third party,” Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning
said at a media briefing here while
responding to a question on Gen.
Singh’s remarks. At the same time,
Mao said the India-China relationship
is in a “critical moment of improve-
ment and development” and Beijing
would like to promote steady growth
of bilateral ties with New Delhi. Mao
declined to answer a question about
reports from Paris stating that China
has deployed its embassies to spread
doubts about the performance of
French-made Rafale jets following
the India-Pakistan conflict, saying

“l am not familiar with what you
mentioned”.

sponsible and factually incor-
rect”, Munir said in an address
to graduating officers of the na-
tional security and war course
in Islamabad, according to an
army statement.

Pakistani officials have pre-
viously dismissed allegations
of receiving active support
from China in the conflict.

Beijing and Islamabad have
longstanding close relations,
with billions of dollars of Chi-
nese investment in the South
Asian nation’s energy and in-
frastructure.

India’s relationship with
China meanwhile was strained
after a 2020 border clash that
sparked a four-year military
standoff, but tensions began
to ease after the countries
reached a pact to step back in
October.

India and Pakistan used
missiles, drones and artillery
fire during the four days of
fighting in May - their worst
in decades - triggered by an at-
tack in April on tourists in In-
dian Kashmir that New Delhi
blamed on Islamabad, before
agreeing to a ceasefire.

DONALD TRUMP |
PRESIDENT, US

The only Trial that
should be happening
is a Trial by the Voters
of Brazil — It’s called
an Election. LEAVE
BOLSONARO ALONE!

SACKED RUSSIAN TRANSPORT
MINISTER FOUND DEAD

Russia’s sacked transport minister
has been found dead in his car out-
side Moscow with a gunshot wound
and the principal hypothesis is that he
took his own life, state investigators

said Monday, hours after President
Vladimir Putin fired him

0% tariffs on BRICS

25% TARIFFS ON GOODS FROM
JAPAN, SKIN LETTERS TO LEADERS

President Donald Trump said Monday the US would impose a 25% tariff on
imports from Japan and South Korea beginning August 1 as he unveiled
the first two of what he has said will be a wave of letters to trading partners
outlining the new levies they face. “If for any reason you decide to raise
your Tariffs, then, whatever the number you choose to raise them by, will
be added onto the 25% that we charge," Trump said in letters to the leaders
of the two Asian countries, which he posted on his Truth Social platform.
The rate for South Korea is the same that Trump initially announced April

2, while the rate for Japan is 1 point higher than first announced. Trump a
week later capped all of the so-called reciprocal tariffs at 10% until July 9 to
allow for negotiations. Only two agreements have so far been reached, with

BRICS Brasil 2025

BRICS nations resist
‘anti-American’ label

Developing nations partic-
ipating in the BRICS summit
Monday brushed away an ac-
cusation from US President
Donald Trump that the bloc is
“anti-American,” as he threat-
ened them with additional 10%
tariffs.

“Tariffs should not be used
as a tool for coercion and pres-
suring,” Mao Ning, the Chinese
foreign ministry spokesperson
said in Beijing. The BRICS ad-
vocates for “win-win coopera-
tion,” she added, and “does not

W Trump says countries aligning
with ‘Anti-American policies’ of
BRICS to face extra tariffs

M Lula draws parallel with Cold
War’s Non-Aligned Movement

M Group condemns rising tariffs,
attacks on Iran and Gaza

M Xi Jinping skips, Putin online,
Modi and Ramaphosa present

target any country.”

South Africa, which was
slapped with 30% tariffs that
were later suspended pending
trade talks, reaffirmed that it

Britain and Vietnam. US stocks fell in response, the latest market ruction
since Trump unleashed a global trade war on his return to office in January.
His moves have repeatedly roiled financial markets and sent policymakers

scrambling to protect their economies.

is “not anti-American,” trade
ministry spokesman Kaamil
Alli said, adding that talks with
the US government “remain
constructive and fruitful.”

A Kremlin spokesman said
Russia’s cooperation with the
BRICS was based on a “com-
mon world view” and “will
never be directed against third
countries.”

India and Brazil, which is
hosting the BRICS gathering,

China protests Modi’s greetings to

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Beijing, July 7: China said
Monday it protested to India
over Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s greetings to the Dalai
Lama on his 90th birthday
and the attendance of Indian
officials at the celebrations,
stressing New Delhi should
fully appreciate Beijing’s sensi-
tivities on Tibet-related issues.

China’s position on Tibet-re-
lated affairs is consistent and
clear and it’s known to all, Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Mao Ning told a media
briefing here.

Mao was replying to a ques-
tion on Prime Minister Modi’s
greeting the Dalai Lama on his
90th birthday and the atten-
dance of senior Indian officials
at his birthday celebrations.

The 14th Dalai Lama is a po-
litical exile, who for a long, has
been engaged in separatist activ-
ities and attempted to separate
Xizang from China under the
cover of religion, Mao alleged.
China refers to Tibet as Xizang.

“India should fully appre-
ciate the great sensitivity

B'desh tribunal to decide on
charges against Hasina July 10

Dhaka: Bangladesh’s International Crimes Tribunal Monday set July 10 to
determine whether charges will be framed against ousted prime minister
Sheikh Hasina and two of her top aides. Hasina, former home minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, and former inspector general of police Chowdhury
Abdullah Al-Mamun are accused in the case over alleged crimes against
humanity committed during the July uprising last year. The International
Crimes Tribunal-1 (ICT-1) set July 10 to decide whether charges will be
framed against Hasina, Kamal, and Al-Mamun, The Daily Star newspaper
reported. On that day, the three-member tribunal will hear the petitions filed
by the defence counsels, who argued that the charges against their clients
are baseless and should be dropped, it said. Hasina, Kamal, and Al-Mamun
were charged with five counts of crimes against humanity June 1. The
prosecution pressed formal charges against the deposed prime minister, the
former home minister, and the former top cop for murder, attempted murder,
torture, and use of lethal weapons, among others.

of Xizang-related issues and
recognise the anti-separatist
nature of the 14th Dalai Lama
and honour the commitment it
made to China on issues relat-
ed to Xizang,” she said.

India should act and speak
prudently and stop using this
issue to meddle in China’s in-
ternal affairs, she said, adding
that “China has protested to
the Indian side” on the matter.

Prime Minister Modi Sunday
extended warm wishes to the
Dalai Lama, and said he has

been an enduring symbol of
love, compassion, patience and
moral discipline.

“His message has inspired
respect and admiration across
all faiths. We pray for his con-
tinued good health and long
life,” Modi posted on X.

Union ministers Kiren Ri-
jiju and Rajiv Ranjan Singh,
Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema Khandu, and
Sikkim minister Sonam Lama
had attended his birthday cele-
brations in Dharamshala.

-

Australian Erin Patterson
convicted of mushroom murders

Sydney: An Australian woman was Monday convicted of murdering
three elderly relatives of her estranged husband with a meal laced
with poisonous mushrooms, and attempting to murder a fourth, in
a case that gripped the country. After a week of deliberation, the
jury found Erin Patterson lured her mother-in-law Gail Patterson,
father-in-law Donald Patterson and Gail’s sister, Heather Wilkinson,
to lunch at her home and poisoned them with individual servings

of Beef Wellington that contained death cap mushrooms. They

also found the 50-year-old guilty of the attempted murder of lan
Wilkinson, Heather’s husband, who survived the 2023 meal at Erin
Patterson’s home in Leongatha, a town of about 6,000 people some
135 km (84 miles) southeast of Melbourne. Patterson had pleaded
not guilty to the four charges, saying the deaths were accidental.
The mother of two will be sentenced at a later date and faces a
maximum life sentence. She can appeal against the verdict.

did not immediately provide
an official response to Trump.

Brazilian President Lu-
iz Inacio Lula da Silva told
reporters that he would on-
ly comment after wrapping
up the summit. His opening
remarks to BRICS leaders
gathered in Rio de Janeiro
Monday focused on the envi-
ronmental and public health
issues on the summit’s offi-
cial agenda.

Dalai Lama

India should fully
appreciate the great
sensitivity of Xizang-related
issues and recognise the
anti-separatist nature of the 14th
Dalai Lama and honour the
commitment it made to China on
issues related to Xizang

MAO NING I FOREIGN MINISTRY
SPOKESPERSON, CHINA

China on last Friday object-
ed to Minority Affairs Minis-
ter Rijiju’s statement that the
incarnation of the Dalai Lama
should follow his own wishes,
urging India to act cautiously
on Tibet-related issues to avoid
affecting the improvement of
bilateral relations.

India should be clear of the
anti-China separatist nature of
the 14th Dalai Lama and hon-
our its commitments on Xizang
(Tibet) related issues, Mao told
media here reacting to Rijiju’s
assertion that the decision on
the incarnation of the Dalai
Lama would be taken by the
established institution and
the leader of Tibetan Buddhist
himself and no one else.

Poland reinstates border controls with Germany, Lithuania

Pressure has been
mounting after far-right
groups in Poland have
alleged Germany was
transporting migrants
into Polish territory after
they reached
Western Europe

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Slubice, July 7: Poland rein-
stated border controls Monday
with Germany and Lithuania
following similar German re-
strictions imposed earlier this
year aimed at discouraging asy-
lum-seekers.

Polish Prime Minister Don-
ald Tusk, whose government
recently survived a confidence
vote in parliament, announced
the restrictions last week. Pres-
sure has been mounting after
far-right groups in Poland have

alleged Germany was trans-
porting migrants into Polish
territory after they reached
Western Europe.

The reinstated controls,
which began overnight Sunday,
will last for an initial period of
30 days, though authorities
have not ruled out extending
them, according to the Polish
Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Administration.

“Illegal migration is simply
a crime,” Polish Interior Min-
ister Tomasz Siemoniak said
Sunday during a news confer-
ence.

The border guard discovered
an alleged smuggling operation
within minutes of the controls
taking effect overnight, officials
said. An Estonian citizen was
allegedly trying to take four Af-
ghan nationals over the Lithu-
anian border.

“We’re doing this for you as
well,” Tusk said Monday told
Dutch Prime Minister Dick
Schoof during a news confer-

ence. “For the Germans, for
the Dutch, for the French —
because this is the European
Union border.”

The Polish border with Lith-
uania, which stretches 104 ki-
lometres, will see checks in 13
locations. Poland’s border with
Germany, 467 kilometres long,
will have controls at 52 crossing
points.

Lithuanian authorities said
Monday they were ready to deal
with possible traffic jams at the
Polish border.

“If traffic begins to build up,
we will start managing the flow
... to minimize disruptions and
keep checks as brief as possi-
ble,” Antanas Montvydas, dep-
uty head of Lithuania’s State
Border Guard Service told

The Polish border
with Lithuania,

which stretches

104 kilometres, will
see checks in 13
locations. Poland’s
border with Germany,
467 kilometres long,
will have controls at
52 crossing points

Lithuania radio.

After taking office in May,
German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz, who made a tougher mi-
gration policy a pillar of his
election campaign, ordered
more police at the border and
said some asylum-seekers try-
ing to enter Europe’s biggest
economy would be turned away.

Last week, Merz said Poland
and Germany were in close con-

tact to keep the impact of Ger-
many’s border controls “as low
as possible.”

“The protection of borders
against irregular migration is
an interest that Germany has,
that Poland has, that our Eu-
ropean neighbours share with
us,” Stefan Kornelius, Merz’s
spokesperson, said Monday.
“We do not want permanent
border controls.”

The European Union has a
visa-free travel area, known as
Schengen, that allows citizens
of most member states to travel
easily across borders for work
and pleasure. Switzerland also
belongs to Schengen although
it is not an EU member.

According to the EU, mem-
ber states are allowed to tem-
porarily reintroduce border
controls in cases of a serious
threat, like internal security.
It says border controls should
be applied as a last resort in ex-
ceptional situations, and must
be limited in time.
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IT integration

of recently

amalgam-
ated Regional Rural
Banks (RRBs) on the
principles of 'One
State One RRB' is
expected to be
completed by Sep-
tember 15

SHAJI KV I CHAIRMAN, NABARD

SKODA VOLKSWAGEN INDIA
ADDS BENTLEY TO PORTFOLIO

Skoda Auto Volkswagen India Pvt Ltd Monday announced
the addition of British super luxury brand Bentley as the
sixth marque under the group's umbrella in India. From
July 1, the company has taken the responsibility of ex-
clusively importing, distributing and servicing Bentley
vehicles across India. All marketing, sales and after-sales
operations will be conducted under a newly established
entity, Bentley India, a group company of SAVWIPL

SEBI mulls relief for MFs

Presently, AMCs and their subsidiaries are only allowed to provide services which
are in the nature of management and advisory of pooled funds. However, the market
regulator is likely to relax restrictions on business activities of mutual funds

iuotel 2 8

Thereis a
need for de-
mand-based

research. Research
should not be done
just for paper for-
malities; it should
be done keeping in mind the utility
to the farmers
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SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN I
AGRICULTURE MINISTER

GSl has
also helped
us shape

compelling in-store ety
narratives and cus-

tomer education ' @
tools, enabling us

to deliver a jewellery experience
that's rooted in authenticity,
expertise, and care

HEMANG NENSEE | LEAD, TANISHQ

Mapmyindia
‘ Mappls -- the

nation's lead-
ing digital mapping
and deep-tech
pioneer -- proudly
joins hands with
India Post to bring to life India's
first comprehensive digital address
system through the integration
of DIGIPIN into the Mappls app
platform

RAKESH VERMA | MD, MAPMYINDIA MAPPLS

SHORT TAKES

M JLR sales dip

New Delhi: Jaguar Land Rover
Monday said its dispatches to
dealers declined by 11 per cent
year-on-year to 87,286 units for
the first quarter ended June 30.
Compared to the prior year,
wholesale volumes for the first
quarter were down in North
America, Europe and UK by 12
per cent, 14 per cent and 25 per
cent respectively, JLR said ina
statement. UK market was the
most impacted by the planned
cessation of the legacy Jaguar
models, it added. The British
marquee brand said its retail
sales for the April-June period
this year stood at 94,420

units, a dip of 15 per cent as
compared with same period
last fiscal. Volumes reduced

in line with the company's
expectations following a
challenging quarter, it said.

¥ InPrime Finserv
raises 350 crore

New Delhi: Non-banking
financial company InPrime
Finserv has raised %50 crore in
a funding round led by Pravega
Ventures. The fresh funds will
be used to scale the company's
operations into deeper
geographies, the company

said in a statement. Over the
next 12 months, the company
aims to expand its footprint to
around 50 locations, resulting
in a presence across Karnataka,
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,

and Haryana. The round

also saw participation from
existing investors Z47, InfoEdge
Ventures, and Kettleborough
VC.

[l Wiselife raises
Z8 crore

New Delhi: Fitness and wellness
products company WiseLife has
raised %8 crore in funding from
Rukam Capital and plans to use
the funds to scale operations
and expand the supply chain.
Shark Tank India Season 3 fame
WiseLife earlier secured funding
from boAt Co-Founder Aman
Gupta, Shaadi.com CO-Founder
and CEO Anupam Mittal, OYO
Rooms Founder and CEO

Ritesh Aggarwal, and Emcure
Pharmaceuticals Executive
Director Namita Thapar.

[ Siemens Energy India
March qtr profit rises

New Delhi: Siemens Energy
India Ltd (SEIL) Monday
posted 36.34 per cent rise in
net profit at ¥246.1 crore for
January-March 2025, mainly
driven by income from power
transmission and generation
segment. It had report-

ed %180.5 crore profit for
the second quarter a year
ago. The company follows
October to September as fi-
nancial year. Revenues from
transmission rose to ¥1,013.8
crore from ¥604.9 crore in
January-March 2024.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 7: The Secu-
rities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) Monday proposed
allowing asset management
companies (AMCs) or their sub-
sidiaries to offer additional ser-
vices related to fund manage-
ment, such as acting as Points
of Presence (POP) for pension
schemes and serving as global
distributors for the funds they
manage or advise.

Presently, AMCs and their
subsidiaries are only allowed
to provide services which are
in the nature of management
and advisory of pooled funds.

On Points of Presence (POP)
for pension funds, SEBI pro-
posed that subsidiaries of
AMCs registered as pension
fund managers may be allowed
to offer POP services and re-
ceive compensation as permit-
ted by PFRDA, according to its
consultation paper.

However, AMCs should
ensure that the interests of
mutual fund investors are not
affected.

Currently, AMC subsidiar-
ies can act as POP for pension
funds under the direct plan, but
they are not allowed to receive
any commission or fees directly
or indirectly from investors or
pension funds.

On global distribution, SEBI
suggested that AMCs can mar-
ket and sell only direct plans of

[

r——

their mutual funds (even inter-
nationally). AMCs may contin-
ue to do this through overseas
subsidiaries. However, they
cannot receive any commis-
sion or fees for distributing
direct plans.

On distributing other non-
MF schemes globally, AMCs
may be allowed to distrib-
ute other than mutual fund
schemes managed or advised
by them outside India through
their subsidiaries. This is sub-
ject to compliance with rele-
vant regulations.

Also, SEBI has proposed
relaxing the broad basing re-
quirement and permitting
AMCs to serve pooled non-
broad based funds. This is sub-
ject to strong governance and
regulatory controls that would
address any concerns related to
conflicts of interest situations.

In case the broad basing re-
quirement is relaxed, few con-

IDBI Bank association expresses
concern over privatisation

[LEL AN

Bhubaneswar, July 7: The
All India IDBI Officers As-
sociation (AIIDBIOA), Bhu-
baneswar Zone, held a meet-
ing at a city hotel, Sunday
for safeguarding IDBI Bank’s
public sector character. The
meeting was attended by Al-
IDBIOA General Secretary
Vithal Koteswara Rao, Bhu-
baneswar Zone Secretary
Goutam Pattanaik, President
Lalatendu Behera, and Vice
President Debabrata Behera.

The association expressed
concern over the implica-
tions of the Reserve Bank of
India’s reclassification of ID-
BI Bank as a private sector
bank. Speakers highlighted
that this shift has already
impacted lending under pri-
ority sector schemes like Ki-
san credit card (KCC)loans,
and warned that further pri-
vatisation would jeopardise
small loans under MUDRA,
PMSVANIDHI, Stand-Up In-
dia, and unsecured education

loans for needy students.

AIIDBIOA underscored IDBI
Bank’s significant role in so-
cial banking, with over 18.72
lakh PMJDY accounts, 10.86
lakh PMSBY holders, and ex-
tensive participation in other
government schemes. The
bank operates 2,106 branches
and has over 20,000 plus em-
ployees, including substantial
representation from SC, ST,
OBC, EWS, women, and dif-
ferently-abled groups.

Despite earning net profits
for five consecutive years —
37,515 crore in F'Y 2024-25 alone
— the proposed sale of IDBI
Bank by the Centre and LIC
(holding 45.48% and 49.24%
respectively) threatens depos-
itors and borrowers alike, the
association warned.

ATIDBIOA urged the govern-
ment to regain a 51 per cent
stake to ensure IDBI’s public
sector status and advised RBI
to classify the bank as a PSU
for regulatory purposes.

th i af e el |
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flicts are likely to arise such
as differential fees for pooled
non-broad based funds and
diversion of resources, risk of
contrary trade positions and
front-running, risk of insid-
er trading and inter business
transfer of assets on unfavor-
able business terms for mutual
funds investors.

To address the concern relat-
ing to diversion of resources,
SEBI has "proposed that AMCs
may be required to ensure
that the resources dedicated to
pooled non-broad based funds
should be proportionate to the
fee earned by AMC from such
funds vis-a -vis fees from inves-
tors in mutual fund schemes".

Further, mutual fund inves-
tors should not made to bear
the cost of servicing mandates
for pooled non-broad based
funds, it added. The regulator
has sought public comments by
July 28 on the proposals.

Jindal gets nod
for steel project

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 7: Jindal
(India) Ltd Monday said the
company has received a letter
of approval from the Odisha
government for its proposed
greenfield project in the state
to be set up with an investment
of 3,600 crore.

The company plans to invest
%15,000 crore in three phases
in Odisha by 2030, it said in a
statement. The company's facil-
ity will focus on manufacturing
special coated steel products.
The plant will feature coating
facilities such as a Cold Rolling
Mill (CRM) with a Continuous
Galvanizing Line (CGL) and a
Colour Coating Line (CCL) for
steel sheets with multiple high
potential downstream products
having total annual capacity of
9.6 lakh MT. This phase will be
commissioned by 2027. In paral-
lel, its wholly-owned subsidiary
Jindal India Steel Tech Limited
(JISTL) will enhance the total
capacity of the Odisha plant to
30 lakh MT per annum in the flat
product division by 2030.

Jindal (India) Limited will
also establish a steel pipe
manufacturing facility that
will have an estimated annual
production capacity of 2 lakh
MT per annum.

SEBI to enhance
surveillance against
derivatives manipulation

REUTERS

New Delhi, July 7: India's
markets regulator is enhancing
its surveillance to scrutinise
manipulation in derivatives
trading, its chairman said Mon-
day, and days after it barred US
firm Jane Street from the local
markets after its investigation
found the firm manipulated
stock indexes.

"There may not be many
more such cases," Chairman
Tuhin Kanta Pandey said with-
out elaborating.

India is the world's largest
derivatives market, account-
ing for nearly 60 per cent of the
7.3 billion equity derivatives
traded globally in April, ac-
cording to the Futures Indus-
try Association.

The surge in derivatives trad-
ing, which has also been driven
by retail investors, has prompt-
ed the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) to limit
the number of contract expiries
and increase lot sizes to make
such trades more expensive.

Friday, SEBI barred trading
firm Jane Street from buying
and selling securities in the
Indian market and also seized
$567 million of its funds, citing
manipulation of stock indexes.

The regulator alleged that
the trading firm had bought
large quantities of Bank Nifty
constituents in the cash and
futures markets to artificially
support the index in morning
trade, while simultaneously
building large short positions
in index options.

Carrier to sue India over
electronic waste rules

REUTERS

New Delhi, July 7: The Indi-
an unit of US air conditioning
giant Carrier has become the
latest major firm to sue Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's gov-
ernment over electronic waste
rules that have hiked the fees
manufacturers must pay to
recyclers.

South Korea's Samsung
Electronics and LG Electron-
ics as well as Japan's Daikin
and Tata's Voltas have also
brought suits, which are set to
be heard by the High Court of
Delhi Tuesday. All of the com-
panies are seeking to have the
rules quashed.

India is the third-biggest
generator of electronic waste
behind China and US, but the
government says only 43 per
cent of the country's e-waste
last year was recycled.

Modi's government in Sep-
tember fixed a floor price that
electronics makers must pay re-
cyclers, which manufacturers
argue is roughly three to four
times higher than what they
paid earlier.

In a 380-page court filing dat-
ed June 3, which has not been
disclosed publicly, Carrier
said recyclers were willing to
continue their work at the old-
er prices and the government
should not interfere in private
dealings between companies
and recyclers.

"The burden of the benefit
being given to the recyclers

Debt securitisation volume nses

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, July 7: Debt securi-
tisation volumes have inched
up to 49,000 crore during
April-June 2025 as compared
to0 345,000 crore recorded in the
year-ago period, a report said
Monday.

The total number of orig-
inators in these securitisa-
tions, wherein a lender hands
over future receivables on a
single or a bunch of loans to
anew entity usually on a dis-
count, was around 90, Crisil
Ratings said.

Issuances by non-banking
financial companies (NBFCs),
led by large players, posted a
strong on-year growth of 24
per cent, it said, adding this
helped offset the lower origi-
nation volume by banks, the
domestic rating agency said.

NBFC originations contrib-
uted to 92 per cent of the mar-
ket in Q1FY26, compared to 74
per cent in FY25. The share of
top-20 NBFC originators in-
creased to 67 per cent in first
quarter this fiscal compared to
56 per cent in the correspond-
ing quarter of last fiscal.

"The top NBFCs have re-
mained steadfast in tapping
the securitisation market as
a strategy for resource profile
diversification. On the other
hand, originations by small

and mid-sized NBFCs - most-
ly present in microfinance,
unsecured personal loans
and business loan segments
-- has moderated as both the
NBFCs and investors remain
cautious in these segments,"
the agency's director Aparna
Kirubakaran said.

In the case of banks, where
a few large private sector
lenders lead originations, the
activity was low on steady im-
provement in the overall cred-
it-deposit ratio, it said.

From an asset class per-
spective, vehicle loans (in-
cluding commercial vehicles
and two-wheelers) held steady
at 41 per cent, while mort-
gage-backed loans decreased
to around 21 per cent from 25
per cent on year, it said, at-
tributing the decline to lower
volumes originated by a large
private bank.

Lifting of regulatory curbs
on a leading originator led to
the share of gold-loan securi-
tisation to surge to 11 per cent
in Q1 from virtually negligible
levels year-ago, it said.

Domestic automobile retail sales up 5% in June

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 7: Automo-
bile retail sales in India rose
around 5 per cent year-on-year
in June with all vehicle seg-
ments, including passenger
vehicles and two-wheelers,
witnessing growth, Federation
of Automotive Dealers Associa-
tions (FADA) said Monday.
Overall automobile regis-
trations last month stood at
20,03,873 units, up 4.84 per cent
as compared with 19,11,354 units
in June 2024. Passenger vehicle
(PV) retail sales rose 2 per cent
year-on-year to 2,97,722 units
last month as against 2,90,593
units in the year-ago period.
"Heavy rains and tight mar-
ket liquidity weighed on footfall
and conversion, even as elevat-
ed incentive schemes and fresh
bookings lent selective sup-
port," FADA President CS Vi-
gneshwar said in a statement.
Some dealers indicated that
certain PV OEMs have in-
troduced compulsory billing
procedures such as automatic

wholesale debits -- to meet vol-
ume targets; inventory conse-
quently stands at around 55
days, he added.

June thus painted a picture
of modest but steadfast passen-
ger vehicle performance amid
varied market cues, Vignesh-
war stated.

Two-wheeler retails rose
5 per cent year-on-year to
14,46,387 units in June.

"While festival and mar-

riage-season demand provided
a boost, financing constraints
and intermittent variant short-
ages moderated sales," Vigne-
shwar said.

Several dealers cited com-
pulsory billing and forced
stock lifts -- often via auto-deb-
it wholesales -- leading to man-
dated high days of inventory
aligned with festival-season
targets, he added.

Commercial vehicle (CV)

registrations went up 7 per cent
to 73,367 units in June. Last
month sales reflected a resilient
CV segment adeptly navigating
cost pressures and a softening
economy, Vigneshwar stated.

"Early-month deliveries
buoyed volumes before mon-
soon-induced slowdowns and
constrained liquidity damp-
ened enquiries and conver-
sions," he added.

Members pointed to the im-
pact of new CV taxation and
mandatory air-conditioned cab-
ins, which have elevated own-
ership costs, alongside muted
infrastructure demand, he said.

Three-wheeler retails in-
creased 7 per cent to 1,00,625
units while tractor registra-
tions rose 9 per cent to 77,214
units last month. In the April-
June period, overall retail sales
increased 5 per cent year-on-
year to 65,42,586 units as com-
pared with 62,39,877 units in
same period last fiscal year.

PV sales rose 3 per cent year-
on-year to 9,71,477 units. Simi-
larly, two-wheeler registrations

increased 5 per cent year-on-
year to 47,99,948 units.

CV and three-wheeler retail
sales rose 1 per cent and 12 per
cent, respectively, in the April-
June period. Tractor registra-
tions rose 6 per cent year-on-
year to 2,10,174 units in the first
quarter.

On business outlook in the
near term, FADA stated that
above-normal monsoon fore-
cast at over 106 per cent of the
LPA in July, with regional
variances should bolster rural
demand even as heavy-to-very-
heavy precipitation zones intro-
duce logistical complexities.

However, evolving geopoliti-
cal tensions and potential spill-
over from US tariff measures
warrant vigilant supply-chain
management and could temper
consumer sentiment, FADA
stated. Against this mixed back-
drop, FADA adopts a stance
of cautious optimism -- lever-
aging rural demand drivers
and government capex while
remaining agile to navigate
monsoon-related disruption.

has been put on the producers,
which is unfair and arbitrary,"
said submissions by Carrier
Airconditioning & Refrigera-
tion which were reviewed by
Reuters.

The submissions added that
the rules will impose a "huge
financial burden" on the com-
pany. However, both the parties
have not commented on this. It
has previously argued in court
that the pricing rules are need-
ed to ensure proper waste dis-
posal and were a "reasonable"
intervention.

The new rules mandate a
minimum payment of 22 rupees
per kilogram to recycle con-
sumer electronics. Such rates
are still lower than levels in US
where they are up to five times
higher, according to research
firm Redseer.

Carrier reported sales of $248
million in India last year, its
highest level since at least the
financial year ending March
2020. Its filing said it installed
India's first-ever air condition-
ing system in Jaipur city in
1936.

Markets close flat

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, July 7: Benchmark
stock indices Sensex and Nif-
ty closed almost unchanged
Monday in a highly volatile
trade ahead of US tariff dead-
line, weak trends in Asian
markets and foreign fund
outflows.

30-share BSE Sensex finally
ended 9.61 points or 0.01 per
cent up at 83,442.50. The in-
dex hit a high of 83,516.82 and
a low of 83,262.23 during the
day. The 50-share NSE Nifty
ended unchanged at 25,461.30
with 22 of its constituents set-
tling higher and 28 in the red.

Gains in FMCG and oil
shares were offset by losses in
IT and metal shares. Volatile
trends engulfed markets amid
concerns surrounding US-In-
dia trade deal, experts said.

July 9 marks the end of the
90-day suspension period of
the Trump tariffs imposed on
dozens of countries, includ-
ing India. An additional im-
port duty of 26 per cent was
announced on Indian goods
entering US.

From the Sensex firms, Hin-
dustan Unilever, Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank, Trent, Reliance
Industries, Asian Paints and
ITC were among the gainers.

However, Bharat Elec-
tronics Ltd, Tech Mahindra,
UltraTech Cement, Maruti
and Eternal were among the
laggards.

The BSE smallcap gauge de-
clined 0.33 per cent and mid-
cap index dipped 0.15 per cent.
Among BSE sectoral indices,
FMCG jumped the most by 1.50
per cent, followed by utilities
(0.71 per cent), oil & gas (0.31
per cent), power (0.31 per cent),
energy (0.28 per cent) and ser-
vices (0.16 per cent).

Telecommunication
dropped 1.24 per cent, BSE
Focused IT (0.74 per cent),
commodities (0.66 per cent),
IT (0.65 per cent) and metal
(0.60 per cent).

"Markets made a muted
start to the week and ended
almost unchanged, continu-
ing the ongoing consolidation
phase. Markets remain in a
wait-and-watch mode ahead
of trade deal updates and the
start of the earnings season,"
Ajit Mishra - SVP, Research,
Religare Broking Ltd, said.

In Asian markets, Japan's
Nikkei 225 index and Hong
Kong's Hang Seng settled low-
er while South Korea's Kospi
and Shanghai's SSE Compos-
ite index ended higher. Euro-
pean markets were trading on
a mixed note.
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Gill pips Sachin, Kohli

The skipper’s masterclass in Edgbaston breaks flurry of records

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, July 7: Shub-
man Gill's batting master-
class in the second Test of
the Anderson-Tendulkar
Trophy made the India
skipper break a flurry of
records, overtaking the
greats like Sachin Ten-
dulkar and Virat Kohli.
India beat England
by 336 runs to get their
first-ever Test match win
at Edgbaston, a venue
where they had not won
a Test before. This win
in Birmingham was also
India’s biggest away Test
win in terms of runs and
also Gill's maiden as a
Test captain. He was super

+

with a bat, hitting 269 and
161 for a total record of 430
runs, the second most runs
in a single Test, just 26 be-
hind Graham Gooch (456),
which he, coincidentally,
hit against India in 1990.

His 269 in the first in-
nings at Edgbaston was
the highest individual
Test score for an Indian
batter in England. He al-
so achieved the feat of the
highest score by an India
captain in Tests, surpass-
ing Kohli's unbeaten 254
against South Africa in
Pune in 2019.

He also became the sec-
ond batter to make two
150-plus scores in a Test,
after Allan Border, who

SHUBMAN GILL I SKIPPER, INDIA

scored 150* and 153 against
Pakistan in Lahore in 1980.

Gill's 269 is also the high-
est by an Indian batter in
Tests outside Asia, leapfrog-
ging Tendulkar's 241 not out
at the SCG in 2004 - which
was the previous highest.
This was also just the sec-
ond Test double century by
an India skipper away from
home, with Kohli having

Greats hail historic Edgbaston win

he legendary Sachin Tendulkar hailed Akash Deep as the "standout bowler" of the match and described

his delivery to dismiss Joe Root in the second innings as the "ball of the series," following India's emphatic
336-run series-levelling win in the second Test at Edgbaston. Tendulkar was full of praise on 'X". "India's
approach was to take England out of this game and force them to play differently, making sure that there
would only be 1 winner. What impressed me most about the bowlers was the length they bowled. "Needless
to say, Akash Deep was the standout bowler, and in my opinion, he bowled the ball of the series to Joe Root,"
Tendulkar wrote. On a funny note, he also didn't forget to mention Siraj's diving catch at short mid-wicket.
"Enjoyed the catch taken by Mohammad “Jonty” Siraj," the owner of 51 Test hundreds commented. Ten-
dulkar also praised the batting effort which set up an easy win. The recently retired Virat Kohli wrote: "Great
victory for India at Edgbaston. Fearless and kept pushing England to the wall. Brilliantly led by Shubman with
the bat and in the field and impactful performances from everyone. Special mention to Siraj and Akash for
the way they bowled on this pitch." Another former India skipper Sourav Ganguly was all praise for Shubman
Gill and his team. "What a performance from shubman gill and his team.. with the bat and now with the ball..
akasdeep (sic) and Siraj just brilliant .indian attack looking far superior than the English attack .. Akasdeep
(sic) and Siraj are workhorses. india win without bumrah..Can't be better result with the fantastic Gill in
charge. What a fantastic batting effort," Ganguly wrote on X.

A win for ages

W The 336-run victory for India is
their biggest in Test history, in
terms of runs. The previous best
was a 318-run triumph against
the West Indies in North Sound,
back in 2019

W For the first time in the na-
tion's history, India crossed the
1000-run mark in a Test match.
Against England, Shubman Gill's
side scored a total of 1014 runs.
Only 5 teams had managed to do
so before India

achieved the feat against
the West Indies in 2016.

In the process, he also
broke Tendulkar's 21-year-
old record of having the
highest score by an Indian
batter in overseas (barring
other Asian countries) con-
ditions.

Gill has been in phenom-
enal form in the first two
matches of the series. He
has accumulated 585 runs
at an average of 146.25 in
just four innings so far and
is the leading run-getter in
the series.

With 585 runs, he re-
corded the highest tally in
the first two Tests as cap-
tain, bettering Kohli, who
scored 449 runs. Moreover,
it is the second-highest
aggregate in the first two
matches of a series, be-
hind Graeme Smith's 621
in England in 2003. He also
achieved the feat of scoring
the most runs in a captain-
cy debut series.

He is the first Indian and
only the fifth batter to be
part of four century stands
in a Test. The others are:
Hanif Mohammad (vs West
Indies in 1958), Graham
Gooch (vs India in 1990),
Mark Taylor (vs Pakistan
in 1998) and Joe Root (vs
Pakistan in 2016).

Gill is also the second
Indian with hundreds in
both innings of a Test in
England, after Rishabh
Pant, who achieved the
feat in the series opener at
Headingley.

The 25-year-old became
the third Indian captain with
hundreds in both innings of
a Test after Gavaskar and
Kohli. Gavaskar scored 107
and 182 not out against West
Indies at Eden Gardens in
1978 and Kohli scored 115
and 141 against Australia in
Adelaide in 2014.

Mexico beat US to win

MS Dhoni turns 44

Mumbai: Legendary Indian wicketkeeper-
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It’s time for METTLE MEET.
An initiative by the state’s
only home grown English
daily, OrissaPOST to revive
quizzing in Odisha. This year,
the Preliminaries will take
place August 9 and the Grand
Finale August 10. Like
in the previous years, top
educational institutions of the
State both from schools and
higher education institutions
will be competing for
Prizes worth ¥3,50,000
& the Champions
Title in both Junior and
Senior segments.

to be part of the exciting Grand Finale if you can

give correct answers in the daily quiz. Starting
July 01,2025 there will be one question each day for you to
answer till July 31, 2025. Every day two winners will be
selected from correct entries. Then winners will be decided
by draw of lots. The winners will be invited for the Grand
Finale which will be conducted by a nationally acclaimed
quizmaster. So buckle up and get set for some brainstorming.

T 'S QUESTION

O n this day in 2011, NASA's final space

g s a reader of OrissaPOST, this is a chance for you

shuttle mission, STS-135, departed,

marking the end of the Space Shuttle
Program after 30 years. What was the name
of the last space shuttle to fly?

SWER TO MONDAY’S QUESTION

Kalpana Dash

LES & REGULATIONS

@ Everyone will have to mail their answers to
mettlemeet@orissapost.com

® Answers to the questions will follow the next day. The
names of the winners will also be announced along

with their pictures.

® Answers mailed between 8.00am to 6.00pm each day
will be considered valid.

@ OrissaPOST’s decision on all entries will be final. No
complaints will be entertained.

® Participants must send their entries with a passport
size photograph, mobile numbers and residential
address. Otherwise the entries will not be entertained.

® There can be only one winner from one family.

@ Invitation cards to the winners will only be issued on
presentation of Valid ID proof - Voter Card, Aadhaar
Card, Driving License, Passport, School ID card (In
case of students till Class XI)

® No employee or families of OrissaPOST team can
K be part of the competition.

J

THE TWO LUCKY WINNERS

-

-

-—
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SK AZARUDDIN MD

Others who answered correctly are

Tanishna Bisoi, Om Prakash Rath, Bhumika Subhalaxmi, YV Saimadhav, Sambit Biswaketan,
Archit Mahapatra, Bhubanananda Behera, Basanti Behera, R Sekhar Rao, Subhashree Jena,
Shoumik Jena, Pratyush Satapathy, Janvi Naik, Amar Kumar Jena, Smruti Ranjan Sendh,
Jigyansa Priyadarshini, Anurag Samantaray, DebadattaTripathy, Ruchismita Prusty

JYOTI PRAKASH JAGADEV
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Djoko storms into QFs

The Serbian overcomes a
poor start to beat Alex
de Minaur and reaches

his career’s 63rd Slam
quarterfinal

ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, July 7: Novak
Djokovic overcame an
uncharacteristically un-
steady start to avoid what
would have been his earli-

est exit at Wimbledon since e
2016, coming through for a

10th Gold Cup crown

batter Mahendra Singh Dhoni, who is the only
captain in the history of international cricket
to have won the ODI World Cup, the T20 World
Cup and the Champions Trophy, turned 44
Monday. Under Dhoni's captaincy, the Indian
Test side also held the No 1 spot for a period
of 18 months. Last month, Dhoni was inducted
into the ICC Hall of Fame for the class of 2025.
While he retired from international cricket
nearly five years ago, Dhoni continues to feature in the Indian Premier
League for Chennai Super Kings despite a nagging knee injury. Dhoni
stood in for regular CSK skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad for the majority of this
year's IPL after the latter suffered an elbow injury, and led their faltering
and imbalanced side with resilience to notch up a few impressive victo-

REUTERS

Houston, July 7: Mexico de-
feated the United States 2-1
at NRG Stadium in Houston,
Texas Sunday to successful-
ly defend their CONCACAF
Gold Cup crown and capture
their 10th title in a pulsating
final that delivered drama
from start to finish.

The US went ahead just
four minutes in when Se-
bastian Berhalter's free-kick
found Chris Richards, whose
powerful header struck the
underside of the crossbar
and cannoned straight down,
with the referee confirming
the goal was good.

Mexico found the equal-
izer through Raul Jimenez
in the 27th minute after the
striker converted from close
range. He then dedicated the
goal to the late Diogo Jota ,
his former Wolverhampton
Wanderers teammate, by
holding up a Mexico shirt
with the Portuguese for-

ward's name on it.

"We came from behind
and are leaving with the
title," Jimenez said. "It's
great and really important
to clinch the crown a sum-
mer before the World Cup.
It's something we've been
trying to do since the tour-
nament began."

Despite Mexico's first-half
dominance they struggled to
capitalise on numerous gold-
en opportunities.

Roberto Alvarado and
16-year-old Gilberto Mora
both tested US goalkeeper
Matt Freese, with Mora's
venomous longrange ef-
fort requiring a crucial
save from the American
shot-stopper.

Mexico's victory secures
back-to-back Gold Cup tri-
umphs and brings them
a record-extending 10th
crown. Mexico also won the
CONCACAF Nations Cham-
pionship, the Gold Cup's pre-
decessor, three times.

Sub-jr women’s hockey nationals: Odisha win

Ranchi: Mizoram, Hockey Association of Odisha, Madhya Pradesh and
Jharkhand secure victories in their Division ‘A’ fixtures while Manipur
emerged victorious in Division ‘B’ on the fifth day of the 15th Hockey India
Sub-Junior Women's National Championship 2025 at the Marang Gomke
Jaipal Singh Astroturf Hockey Stadium here Monday. In the second Divi-
sion ‘A’ clash saw Hockey Association of Odisha defeat Hockey Punjab
3-1. Sweety Kujur (15’,30’, 59) scored three goals to give Odisha the
victory. Meanwhile, Navjot Kaur (54’) gave Punjab brief hope with a late
goal, but it was in vain.

ries towards the end of the season.

Sanjog new ICC CEO

Dubai: Indian media mogul Sanjog Gupta
was on Monday named the new Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer (CEO) of the Jay Shah-led
International Cricket Council (ICC), replacing
Australian Geoff Allardice, who stepped
down before the Champions Trophy earlier
this year citing personal reasons. Gupta,
who was serving as the CEO (Sports & Live
Experiences) at JioStar, will be taking charge

X ¥ £oN0)

of his new role with immediate effect. He will
be the seventh CEO of the ICC, which said it received more than 2,500 ap-
plications from 25 countries from which 12 candidates were shortlisted.

1-6, 6-4, 6-4, 6-4 victory over
11th-seeded Alex de Minaur
in the fourth round Monday.

With Roger Federer, an
eight-time Wimbledon win-
ner, sitting in the front row of
the Royal Box, so little went
right at the outset for the
38-year-old Djokovic on the
grass below during a breezy
afternoon with the tempera-
ture in the 60s Fahrenheit
(teens Celsius), a week after
matches were contested in
record-breaking heat.

But Djokovic turned
things around enough to gr-
ab the middle two sets and
then really took control af-
ter trailing 4-1 in the fourth.
He won the last five games
and 14 of the final 15 points.

His bid for an eighth
Wimbledon title and 25th
Grand Slam singles tro-
phy overall will continue

against No 22 Flavio Cobol-
1i of Italy. Cobolli reached
his first major quarterfinal
with a 6-4, 6-4, 6-7 (4), 7-6 (3)
victory over 2014 US Open
champion and two-time ma-
jor runner-up Marin Cilic.

f St et - it ettt e L

Against de Minaur, he
made mistake after mis-
take, double-faulting four
times in the first set alone.
By match's end, he had
faced a hard-to-believe 19
break points.

opponents a tough fight but
couldn't end on the right
side of the result, losing 4-6
6-3 6-7 (10) in a gruelling
contest that lasted for two
hours and nine minutes.
Yuki and Galloway had
progressed to the second
round with a 7-6 (8) 6-4 win
over Romain Arneodo of
Monaco and Manuel Guinard
of France on Wednesday. In-
dia's challenge ended at the
Wimbledon with Yuki's exit.

India’s challenge ends

ndia's Yuki Bhambri and his American partner Robert Galloway fought

hard before going down to Marcel Granollers of Spain and Horacio
Zeballos of Argentina in the third round of Wimbledon men's doubles
here Monday. Yuki and Galloway, seeded 16th, gave their fourth seeded

5th Odisha Naval Tata
Hockey Grassroot League
Cship to kick off today

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 7: The
Odisha Naval Tata Hockey
High-Performance Centre
(ONTHHPC) is proud to an-
nounce the much-awaited
5th Edition of the Odisha
Naval Tata Hockey Grass-
root League Championship
2025 — Final Phase, set to
take place from 8th July to
12th July 2025 at the iconic
Kalinga Stadium in Bhu-
baneswar.

This prestigious event
will bring together the fin-
est young talent in both the
boys' and girls' categories
to compete for glory in one
of India's most anticipated
grassroots hockey tourna-
ments.

The ceremony, starting
at 4:00 PM, will mark the
commencement of what is
expected to be an exhilarat-
ing week of hockey.

The tournament prom-
ises high-energy matches,
featuring fierce competi-
tion between the brightest
upcoming stars in hock-
ey. Teams will compete
in a round-robin format
before advancing to the
knock-out stages, with
thrilling semifinal and fi-
nal matches ensuring an
exciting conclusion to the
championship.

Mulder declares 33 runs short of Lara’s 400-feat

PROTEAS’ STAND-IN CAPTAIN PUT HIS TEAM IN FRONT IN THE SECOND TEST AGAINST ZIMBABWE AND CHOSE TO DECLARE ON 367

REUTERS

Bulawayo, July 7: South
Africa's stand-in captain
Wiaan Mulder scored the
fifth highest test score of 367
not out against Zimbabwe
Monday but then declared
his side's innings despite
being only 34 runs away
from the record for the
most runs in a test innings.

Mulder, leading the side
for the first time as a deplet-
ed team take on their neigh-
bours in a two-test series at
Bulawayo's Queens Sports
Club, hit 53 boundaries (49
fours and four sixes) in his
knock to see South Africa to

626-5 at lunch on the second
day of the second test.

With plenty of time
still left in the test, it was
expected he would bat in-
to the second session to
chase down Brian Lara’s
21-year-old record of 400
not out for the West Indies
against England in Antigua
but Mulder turned down
the chance and declared
at lunch, to put Zimbabwe
into bat.

The 27-year-old all-round-
er had come in at No 3 with
South Africa on 24-2 after
being put into bat on the
opening day Sunday and
was 264 not out at the close

as he rallied his side to fin-
ish the day on 465-4.

He had a fortunate break
when on 247 he was bowled,

only for a no ball to be
called as Tanaka Chivanga
had overstepped.

But the rest of Mulder's

Top five knocks

M Brian Lara - 400* vs
England (2004)

M Matthew Hayden - 380 vs
Zimbabwe (2003)

M Brian Lara - 375 vs England
(1994)

M Mahela Jayawardene - 374
vs South Africa (2006)

M Wiaan Mulder - 367* vs
Zimbabwe (2025)

impressive innings was
chanceless as he brought up
his 300 in Monday's morn-
ing session, off 297 balls

for the second fastest triple
century in test cricket.

He then passed Hashim
Amla's record test score
for a South African of 311
not out against England at
the Oval in 2012 and got to
350 in 324 balls before going
to lunch 367 not out.

It put him fifth in the all-
time list, ahead of the likes
of fellow triple centurions
Gary Sobers and Donald
Bradman, and behind Lara
(400 not out and 375), Aus-
tralian Matthew Hayden
(380) and Sri Lanka's Ma-
hela Jayawardene, who hit
374 against South Africa in
Colombo in 2006.

Printed and published by Adyasha Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142 (Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ODIENG/2011/37159



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

