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Dharamshala, July 5: The 
Dalai Lama Saturday put to 
rest rumours surrounding the 
announcement of his successor, 
saying he hopes to live for an-
other 30-40 years more to serve 
people.

Speaking at the long life 
prayer ceremony ahead of his 
90th birth anniversary Sunday 
at Tsuglagkhang, the main Da-
lai Lama temple in McLeod-
ganj, Tenzin Gyatso said that 
he has ‘clear signs and indica-
tions’ that the blessings of the 
Avalokiteshvara are with him.

“Looking at the many proph-
ecies, I feel I have blessings of 
the Avalokiteshvara. I have 
done my best so far. I hope to 
still live for 30-40 years more. 
Your prayers have borne fruit 
so far,” the Tibetan spiritual 
leader said.

The Dalai Lama's birth an-
niversary celebrations Sun-
day will be attended by Cabi-
net ministers Kiren Rijiju, a 
practising Buddhist, and Rajiv 
Ranjan Singh.

Arunachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Pema Khandu, Sik-
kim Chief Minister Prem Singh 
Tamang, and Hollywood actor 
Richard Gere are slated to at-
tend the ceremony.

On Saturday, the Dalai La-
ma said that ever since he was 
a child, he had the feeling that 
he had a strong connection with 
Avalokiteshvara.

“And I have been able to 
serve the Buddha dharma and 
the beings of Tibet so far quite 
well. And still I hope to live 
over 130 years,” he said.

The Tibetan govern-
ment-in-exile has organised a 
weeklong series of events to 
celebrate the birth anniversa-
ry of the 14th Dalai Lama here.

The Dalai Lama said that 
though the Tibetans have lost 
their country and are living in 
exile in India, he has been able 
to ‘benefi t beings quite a lot.’

“Those living here in Dha-
ramshala. I intend to benefi t 
and serve beings as much as I 
can,” he said.

On the occasion, the Dalai 
Lama also recalled meeting 

Chinese leader Mao Zedong, 
who famously said: “Religion 
is poison.”

“...but I didn't respond to 
him, so he actually cast a very 
evil gaze, but I didn't respond. 
And I felt compassion. Then 
later I met Nehru. Throughout 
my life, I have met people who 
have an interest in religion and 
those who don't have an interest 
in religion,” the spiritual leader 
said.

The rumours of an announce-
ment of the Dalai Lama's suc-
cessor have been making 
rounds since days ahead of his 
90th birth anniversary, which 
have since been refuted in light 
of increased tension with China 
on the matter.

Penpa Tsering, the president 
of the Central Tibetan Adminis-
tration, rejected such rumours 
by saying, “It doesn't happen 
like that.”

“Some are talking as if his 
holiness is going to die tomor-
row or the day after or next 
year or something. He says 
he's going to live for an-
other 20 years. So we 

have to understand the tradi-
tion. I think a lot of 
people came ex-
pecting this. 
His holi-
ness might 
appoint 
some-
body, or 
he might 
say that 
I'm going 
to be born 
in this place 
at that time. It 

doesn't happen like that,” 
Tsering said.
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Clearly, the 
administration can't 

speak in any language

Manushi’s viewpoint Pronatalism in Russia Inequality decreases Red-hot form
Actor Manushi Chhillar, amid 
sudden demise of actress Shefali 
Jariwala, shares her insight on a 
perfect look

In parts of Russia, pregnant 
schoolgirls are being paid more 
than 100,000 roubles for giving 
birth and raising their babies

Inequality in India has come down 
signifi cantly between 2011-12 and 
2022-23, making it the 4th-most 
equal country globally

Shubman Gill's belligerent 161 and 
fi fties from Rahul, Pant and Jadeja 
help India set a target of 608 runs 
against England in the second Test
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Dalai Lama hopes to live beyond 130 years

AGENCIES

Mumbai, July 5: Union min-
ister Nitin Gadkari Saturday 
expressed concern over the 
‘rising’ number of poor, and 
said wealth was getting con-
centrated in the hands of some 
affl uent people. 

There is a need for decen-
tralisation of wealth, Gadkari 
said during an event in Nagpur, 
where he touched upon a range 
of issues, including agriculture, 
manufacturing, taxation and 
public-private partnerships in 
infrastructure development.

“Slowly the number of poor 
people is increasing and wealth 
is getting centralised in the 
hands of some wealthy people. 
It should not happen,” the Road 

Transport and Highways Min-
ister said.

The economy must grow in 
a manner that creates jobs and 
uplifts rural areas, he said. 

“We are looking at an eco-
nomic option that will create 
jobs and (give a boost to the) 
growth of the economy. There 
is a need for decentralisation of 
wealth, and many changes have 
happened in that direction,” he 
said. 

The senior BJP leader also 
credited former prime minis-
ters PV Narasimha Rao and 
Manmohan Singh for adopting 
liberal economic policies but 
cautioned against unchecked 
centralisation.

“We have to be worried about 
it,” he added.

Referring to India's econom-
ic structure, he pointed out the 
imbalance in sectoral contribu-
tions to GDP.

“Manufacturing contributes 
22-24 per cent, services 52-54 per 
cent, while agriculture, despite 
engaging 65-70 per cent of the 
rural population, contributes 
only around 12 per cent,” he 
said.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 5: US author-
ities have arrested fugitive dia-
mantaire Nirav Modi's younger 
brother, Nehal Modi, following 
extradition requests from the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
and the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI), offi cials said 
Saturday.

Nehal Modi, who is the sub-
ject of a Red Notice issued by 
the Interpol, was taken into 
custody Friday, US offi cials told 
Indian authorities.

The next hearing in the 
matter is scheduled for July 
17, during which Nehal Modi, 
a Belgian national, may seek 
bail -- a move expected to be 
contested by US prosecutors, 
the offi cials said.

The arrest stems from a joint 
extradition plea submitted by 
the ED and the CBI.

The proceedings, led by US 
federal prosecutors, are based 
on two charges -- one count 
of money laundering under 
Section 3 of the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act (PM-
LA) and one count of criminal 
conspiracy under Sections 120B 
(criminal conspiracy) and 201 
(disappearance of evidence) of 
the Indian Penal Code.  P9

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, July 5:  A 25-year-
old runaway tribal woman was 
allegedly raped twice by a youth 
in Keonjhar town in around a 
fortnight's time on the pretext 
of helping her get some work to 
earn a living, police said. 

The accused, identifi ed as 
Sanjay Parihar, 25, a native of 
Khudapasi village under Pan-
dapada police limits in the dis-
trict, was arrested after the sur-
vivour, accompanied by social 
activists of Sakhi-One Stop Cen-
tre, lodged a complaint Friday 
evening.  It is alleged that she 
was raped June 19 and July 2. 

Town police station IIC Sri-
kanta Sahu said a case (445/25) 
was registered in this connec-
tion, and the accused produced 
in the court Saturday.  Further 
investigations are on, he added.  

According to the complaint, 
the survivor from Telkoi police 
station area ran away from her 
home in anger a month back 
following a family quarrel, and 
reached Keonjhar town. She was 
roaming alone in the area and 
used to sleep on the verandah of 

a shop in Kashipur Sahi at night.
Meanwhile, she came in con-

tact with Sanjay who sought to 
know her name, address and 
the reason behind roaming 
alone in the town. After hearing 
her problem, he assured to get 
her a job so that she could earn 
a living. Since then, he met her 
on a regular basis, police said.

On June 19, Sanjay allegedly 
took her to an abandoned house 
in the locality and raped her. 
He even threatened to kill her 
if she disclosed the matter be-
fore others. Fearing for life, she 
chose to remain silent, police 
said. Taking advantage of her 
vulnerability again, Sanjay Ju-
ly 2 night gagged her, took her 
to the same spot and raped her. 

When the shocked survivour 
was wandering around aimless-
ly after the incident, members 
of Sakhi-One Stop Centre, an 
organisation running under 
'Prakalpa' - a non-profi t in Keon-
jhar - spotted her.  They rescued 
her and enquired about her 
problems. During counseling, 
she narrated her ordeal before 
the members.

PNB fraud: Nirav Modi's 
brother arrested in US

Number of poor rising: Gadkari

Keonjhar tribal woman raped 
twice in a fortnight; one held

NEW DELHI: The Association 
of Democratic Reforms (ADR) 
has moved the Supreme Court, 
challenging the Election Com-
mission's direction for a Special 
Intensive Revision, or SIR, of 
electoral rolls in Bihar. The EC 
June 24 issued instructions to 
carry out an SIR in Bihar, ap-
parently to weed out ineligible 
names and ensure only eligi-
ble citizens are included in the 
electoral roll. Bihar goes to the 
polls later this year. The NGO 
has sought the setting aside of 
the order and communication, 
arguing that it violates Articles 
14, 19, 21, 325, and 326 of the 
Constitution, as well as provi-
sions of the Representation of 
People's Act, 1950, and Rule 21A 
of the Registration of Electors 
Rules, 1960.  P8

BHUBANESWAR: The death 
toll of workers from Odisha in 
the explosion at the chemical 
factory in Telangana rose to 
nine, with authorities confi rm-
ing the identity of one more 
person using DNA-based anal-
ysis, an offi cer said Saturday. 
The latest victim of the factory 
blast was identifi ed as Purna 
Chandra Sahu, a native of Su-
karpada in Cuttack district, 
said Pritish Panda, Offi cer on 
Special Duty (OSD), Director-
ate of Odisha Parivaar. With 
his death, a total of nine people 
from Odisha were killed in the 
powerful blast at a pharmaceu-
tical plant in Pashamylaram 
in Telangana's Sangareddy 
district June 30. 

ADR moves top court 
challenging Bihar 
electoral roll revision

Telangana factory 
blast: Odisha workers’ 
death toll rises to 9

In a move that has sent jitters 
to the ruling BJP-Shiv Sena 
(Shinde faction)-NCP Mahayuk-
ti government in Maharashtra, 
Thackeray cousins Uddhav and 
Raj united at a public rally in 
Mumbai following a separation 
that spanned over two decades. 
The Awaj Marathicha (Voice of 
the Marathi) rally was jointly 
called by Shiv Sena (UBT) and 
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena 
(MNS) as a sign of ‘victory’ fol-
lowing the recent rollback of a 
controversial policy mandating 
Hindi as the third language in 
the state’s primary schools. In 
fact, the Hindi-must decision 
of the Devendra Fadnavis-led 
government served the ground 
for the reunion of the estranged 
cousins who had strongly, 
though separately, opposed it. 
During his speech at the rally, 
Raj – a sharp-witted cartoonist 
- in a lighter vein credited Fad-
navis for bringing them togeth-
er which even Bal Thackeray 
couldn't do. Nevertheless, with 
elections to the cash-rich Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corporation 
(BMC) approaching, the devel-
opment is being seen as more 
than just the alienated cousins 

coming together for a cultural 
protest, but also a crucial move 
that will reshape Maharashtra’s 
future political landscape
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Mumbai, July 5: Shiv Sena 
(UBT) chief Uddhav Thacker-
ay Saturday said he and MNS 
head Raj Thackeray have come 
together to stay united as the 
cousins shared a political stage 
for the fi rst time after two de-
cades on the issue of Marathi 
identity and ‘imposition’ of the 
Hindi language.

Addressing a ‘victory’ rally 
in Worli here to celebrate the 
rollback of the Hindi language 
GRs (resolutions) by the BJP-
led government, Uddhav hint-
ed at contesting the upcoming 
civic elections together.

“We have come together to 
stay together. We will together 
capture power in the Mumbai 
civic body and Maharashtra,” 
he said, evoking loud cheers 
from the crowd in the packed 
NSCI Dome.

The elections to the high-pro-
fi le civic body in Mumbai, 
which Sena considers its cita-

del and homeground, and other 
municipal corporations are due 
in coming months.

Speaking ahead of Uddhav, 
the only person seated on the 
stage, Raj quipped that Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
has managed to do what Shiv 
Sena founder Balasaheb Thac-
keray and others couldn't by 
bringing the two cousins to-
gether.

After he quit Shiv Sena in 
2005 over apparent differences 
with his cousin, Raj Thackeray 
formed the MNS and has been 
projecting it as the true cham-
pion of the cause of the sons-of-

the-soil.
The parties, led by the cous-

ins, had since contested elec-
tions against each other not-
withstanding the intermittent 
calls for reunion raised by cer-
tain quarters.

As the BJP expanded its 
footprint on the political land-
scape of Maharashtra and 
joined hands with Eknath 
Shinde, who split Shiv Sena in 
2022, and NCP, the chorus for 
the reunion of the Thackeray 
brothers grew shriller over the 
last four months.

The state government's fl ip-
fl op on the three-language pol-
icy and the introduction of Hin-
di as a third language provided 
a much-needed common cause.

On Saturday, the political 
rancour seems dissipated, at 
least on the face of it, into the 
bonhomie at the event.

The coming together of the 
estranged cousins-turned-com-
rades has not only enthused 
cadres of both parties, but it 
could also give a lifeline to both 
parties, which are struggling to 
regain their footing after drub-
bings in the Assembly polls last 
year.

Brothers back in arms
BACK HOME: The majestic chariots of the sibling deities stationed outside Srimandir after the return journey from Gundicha Temple during Bahuda Yatra that continued well into the night, 
Saturday (Report P3)  PIC: YAGNESWAR MOHANTY



Mumbai: Though actress 
Celina Jaitly continues to 
make headlines with her 
social media posts, she 

has been away from the 
silver screen for near-
ly 13 years. However, 

it seems she is now 
ready to break 

that hiatus, and 
her fans are 

thrilled.
For the 

unversed, 
Celina 
was last 
seen in the 
2012 fi lm 
Will You 
Marry Me?
Recently, 
the actress 
sparked 
comeback 
rumours 
after 
dropping 
a subtle 
hint on 

Instagram. She posted a throw-
back video along with the caption: 
“Throwback to the 6th month of my 
2nd consecutive TWIN PREGNANCY 
(7 years ago). Couldn’t walk because 
of Symphysis Pubis Dysfunction 
(SPD) — Anyone else who had this? 
#whocanrelate”

Among the comments, one fan 
asked, “We miss you a lot. When will 
you come back to Bollywood?” To the 
delight of her followers, Celina re-
plied, “Soon,” followed by a red-rose 
emoticon. The actress also responded 
to several other heartfelt messages 
from fans, expressing gratitude and 
warmth.

While her one-word response has 
certainly piqued interest, there has 
been no offi cial confi rmation or an-
nouncement regarding her comeback 
project. Still, the hint has sparked an-
ticipation, and it will be interesting 
to see what her return to showbiz 
entails in the coming months.
AGENCIES

Shanaya on 
handling criticism

Mumbai: Shanaya Kapoor, daughter of Sanjay and 
Maheep Kapoor, is all set for her Bollywood debut with 

Aankhon Ki Gustaakhiyan. In a recent interview, Sha-
naya opened up about dealing with criticism after ap-

pearing in her fi rst advertisement. She shared that she 
took the feedback positively rather than treating it as troll-

ing, acknowledging that learning from audience reactions 
is part of her job. “I read articles, comments, reviews, and I 

want to learn from them. I can’t take it to heart. I’m 
getting a chance to face the camera, and the 

least I can do is lis- ten to my audience,” she 
explained.

Shanaya also spoke about understand-
ing the uncertainties of the 
fi lm industry from an early 
age. Her father advised her 

to keep working on her skills 
through workshops and to stay 

grounded. Originally slated to 
debut with Shashank Khaitan’s Bed-
hadak, which was shelved, Shanaya 
will now star opposite Vikrant Mas-
sey in Aankhon Ki Gustaakhiyan.

Directed by Santosh Singh 
and produced by Mansi and 
Varun Bagla under Zee 
Studios and Mini Films, 
the fi lm is adapted from 
Ruskin Bond’s The Eyes 
Have It and tells the 
story of a visually im-
paired musician and a 
theatre artist. It releas-
es in cinemas July 11.
AGENCIES

Mumbai: There is big debate going on now 
days about the vivid cosmetic treatments 
taken by the actress to achieve that perfect 
look and their repercussions after the sud-
den demise of actress Shefali Jariwala. 
Actress Manushi Chhillar, who will next 
be seen in Maalik opposite Rajkummar 
Rao has now shared her take on the 
matter.  

During an exclusive interaction 
with this agency, Manushi revealed 
that contrary to popular opinion, 
getting cosmetic treatment is not 
a new phenomenon, it is just that 
we have access to better tech-
nology now.

Manushi said, “I come 
from a medical back-
ground and that’s a very 
big misconception that 
it is a recent phenom-
enon, that is not the 
case. Maybe today we 
have more advanced 
technology but all of 
this has been around 
for centuries.

According to her, 
getting such procedures 
done should be a personal 
choice and not something 
that can be forced.

“If you talk about cosmet-
ology, it’s a very personal 
choice. It’s not a requirement 
of a particular profession but 
if it makes you feel good, you 
should go ahead and do it – it’s 
your personal choice- no one is 
allowed to give you an opinion 
on that and if you don’t want 
to do it then no one should 
be forcing you to do it,” the 
former Miss World added.
IANS

Mumbai: Actor Kay Kay Menon, who will be 
seen returning to the fold with the upcoming 
season of Special Ops, has said that his process 
of approaching a character is ‘boring’ but works 
big time for him.

 The actor recently told this agency, “It’s a 
very boring process, actually speaking, if you go 
to see. It’s about being with the script. Not neces-
sarily thinking about it or brainstorming about 
it all the time. Because I seriously believe that 
the more you’re with the script, at the end, it’ll 
give you something very unique. That’s what I 
wait for. It’s a magic lamp. Suddenly, it emerges. 
It’s there in your mind. The script is there. I 
don’t really invest in terms of, ‘What do I do with 
this? How do I play this scene?’. No. I wait it to 
come to me. It’s like a good batsman will allow 
the ball to come to the bat. Like a test match”.

He further mentioned, “I keep reading it 

whenever I have the time. Don’t have the time, 
don’t worry. The more you’re with it, I 
have found that it gives you 
something back in return”.

When asked if there is 
any particular time frame 
for it to work?, he said, 
“No, gestation period 
depends on when it 
comes. I have no idea. 
But it comes. Sud-
denly, it's a Eureka 
moment. Different 
people have dif-
ferent process-
es which they 
follow, this is 
mine”.
IANS

The planets are not well 
disposed towards you 
today, fears Ganesha. There are strong 
chances of crossing swords with some-
one, getting into a serious personality 
clash. Not good is come out of it. You 
may simply end in alienating those who 
are otherwise well disposed towards 
you. Later in the ady the situation will 
ease out. Do not, ion the evening, miss 
out on a chance of dining out with 
friends and family members.

It is the right day to reveal 
your innermost feelings to 
your loved ones and friends, 
and as well as to make them privy to your 
thoughts and opinions. Your courteous 
and kind nature will come to the fore to-
day. Health and diet should not be issues 
today, says Ganesha.

Your expenses will increase 
today owing to your carefree 
attitude. You need to curb 
down on your spending. The later half 
of the day will see you deal with minor 
issues related to the work-place. If you 
ignore these issues now, they will crop 
up into major problems later on. Hence, 
resolve them immediately, says Ganesha.

The only thing you have to do 
is begin what you want to do; 
don't bother about results, 
they will come automatically. Ganesha 
says monetary dealings will be benefi cial, 
but warns that things may not turn out 
to be as stimulating as you would have 
wished. Ganesha therefore advises you not 
to expect too much, just fl ow with the tide.

The day begins with challeng-
es at work, predicts Ganesha. 
But, don't you worry as you 
have all the zest to tackle your career 
front. Evenings will be full of social ex-
changes and attending parties and dinner 
with friends is on the cards.

You are on a creative high 
today. You may be painting 
or sketching during the fi rst 
half of the day. You may even fi nd time to 
go through your past possessions and trea-
sure. And during the later half of the day, 
you may be busy in giving your cosy corner 
and home a new look, a makeover. A pleas-
ant day in store for you, says Ganesha.

You don't experience mood 
swings everyday. In fact, it 
is a rarity that you through 
tantrums. But, today it is one of those rare 
days. You will get irritated by the smallest 
of things and feel very disturbed. This will 
not last for long though. By the end of the 
day, you will feel energetic and be the fi rst 
one to take any risks, says Ganesha. You'll 
have a personality that others wish to have.

You work while you work 
and play while you play. This 
approach certainly contrib-
utes a lot to your success, says Ganesha. 
You stay focused on your goal and make 
each step boldly, but wisely. Enjoy the 
evening in the presence of your friends 
and family members, and bring a joyous 
end to the day, says Ganesha.

You will be successful in 
defeating your enemies and 
seeing your capabilities 
some people might try to involve you in 
illegal activities. Ganesha advises you to 
be cautious of these people. Head for a 
long drive or take a walk if things begin 
to bother you as this make put you in a 
better mood, says Ganesha.

Ganesha says today is a good 
day for you. The ladies in your 
life will prove to be benefi cial to you. You 
will be able to progress in your offi ce be-
cause of your skills and abilities. You will be 
closer to your beloved today. You will show 
more interest in new topics and ideas.

Swiftness of your work will 
mesmerise people. They 
will make comparisons with you. Yet 
they can-not catch up with you. you are 
not at all greedy, nor do you make any 
needless demand any time. You will feel 
greater under-standing and proximity 
with your spouse.

If you are related in any way 
with the media, Ganesha 
predicts that you will taste 
success today. Since all the focus is on 
you, it is a great time to exhibit your skills. 
Your talents will get recognition and your 
short-term goals will come to fruition.
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BROOKE SHIELDS NOW MORE 
LENIENT WITH HER DAUGHTERS

LENA DUNHAM STEPS 
BACK FROM ACTING

Blue Lagoon actress Brooke Shields 
has become more lenient with her 
daughters. The 60-year-old has 
Rowan, 22, and Grier, 19, with her 
husband Chris Henchy, and Brooke 
admits that her parenting style has 
evolved over the years.

American writer, director and 
actor Lena Dunham has decided 
that she would stay away from 
acting. She took the decision to 
focus on her writing and direct-
ing following the success of Girls, 
Lena explained. 
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Bhubaneswar, July 5: A robust 
digital platform is being developed 
to enable real-time monitoring of 
mega piped water supply schemes 
in Odisha, offi cial sources said Sat-
urday.

This was revealed during a 
high-level meeting at Lok Seva Bha-
wan to strengthen inter-departmen-
tal coordination for the implemen-
tation of mega piped water supply 
projects in Odisha.

The meeting, chaired by Devel-
opment Commissioner Anu Garg, 
reviewed the status of ongoing 
projects and emphasised that all 
departments must solve pending im-
plementation issues within a month. 

To support this, weekly or fort-
nightly joint reviews will be conduct-
ed, and a dedicated WhatsApp group 
of nodal offi cers has been created to 
enable real-time coordination. 

The Development Commissioner 
highlighted the importance of adopt-
ing modern technology to improve 
operations and maintenance. 

The meeting was informed that 
a robust digital platform is being 
developed to enable real-time mon-
itoring of mega piped water supply 
schemes. Initially, the platform will 
integrate SCADA systems installed 
in mega projects and will gradually 
expand to include Internet of Things 
(IoT) systems for smaller schemes.

In order to ensure effective 
fi eld-level management, it was decid-
ed to establish project management 
units at the district level for over-
sight of operations and maintenance 
activities. In parallel, self-help group 
members will be trained in water 
quality monitoring techniques, in-
cluding the use of fi eld testing kits, 
safe sampling, and real-time report-
ing through the Jal Jeevan Mission 
application.

Recognising the need to shift from 
an infrastructure-centric approach 
to a service delivery-oriented model, 
the meeting underscored the impor-
tance of institutional restructuring. 

The state government will study 
best national practices and prepare 
a proposal to realign its organisa-
tional structure for effi cient, respon-
sive, and sustainable rural water 
supply management, it was learnt.

To address recurring damages 
to pipeline infrastructure caused 
by civil works executed by other 
agencies, the meeting supported 
the state government’s proposal to 
issue a government resolution man-
dating prior excavation intimation 
through platforms like CBuD. It also 
recommended GIS-based mapping of 
pipeline assets to minimise risk and 
improve accountability.

The meeting concluded with a col-
lective call for sustained and coordi-
nated efforts across departments to 
ensure universal, reliable, and safe 
drinking water supply to all rural 
households in Odisha.

Senior offi cers including secre-
taries, engineer-in-chiefs, and tech-
nical heads from Panchayati Raj & 
Drinking Water, Rural Development, 
Works, Forest, Environment and 
Climate Change and Energy depart-
ments, and representatives from the 
National Highways Authority of In-
dia participated in the deliberations.

Robust digital platform soon for 
monitoring piped water schemes

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar/Berhampur, July 
5: BJD chief Naveen Patnaik Satur-
day sought the personal intervention 
of External Affairs Minister (EAM) S 
Jaishankar for the early and safe re-
lease of an Odisha resident allegedly 
abducted by militants in Mali.

Patnaik sought Jaishankar’s inter-
vention after P Venkatraman’s moth-
er lodged a complaint at a local police 
station in Hinjili, Ganjam district.

Venkatraman, 28, is a resident of 
Patnaik’s Assembly constituency 
from which he has been elected for 
six consecutive terms since 2000.

Taking to X, Patnaik said, “Con-
cerned to know that Panad Venkat 
Raman of Hinjilicut block of Ganjam 

district has been kidnapped by ex-
tremists in the African Country Ma-
li. He has remained incommunicado 
since then, leaving his family in deep 
agony. Request Union Minister (@
MEABharat) Shri @DrSJaishankar 
to personally intervene in the mat-
ter and secure his early and safe 
release.”

The incident came to light after 
Venkatraman’s mother P Narasa-
ma Friday lodged a police complaint 
stating that she could not contact her 
son, who works at a cement factory 
in Mali, an offi cial said.

“I am very much worried about 
the fate of my son. I request the gov-
ernment for his safe release,” said 
Narasama, a widow.

Naveen seeks EAM’s help for 
safe return of ‘abducted’ youth 

Govt withdraws 
restrictions on 
3 private banks 
Bhubaneswar: The Odisha government 
Saturday withdrew the restrictions on three 
private banks and allowed them to handle 
state business. The government had June 
21 removed HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, and 
Axis Bank from the list of empanelled banks 
due to their poor performance in handling 
state-run schemes and on the basis of 
general banking parameters. The decision 
to withdraw the previous order was taken 
after senior offi cials of the banks met Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi July 1 and 
submitted written assurance to improve 
their performance in priority sector lending 
and credit-to-deposit ratio, an order said. “In 
view of this, the state government has now 
decided to withdraw its earlier order dated 
June 21. As a result, these three banks will 
now continue as empanelled banks eligible 
to handle business and deposits of state 
government organisations,” it said.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 5: Lakhs 
of devotees soaked in spiritual 
fervour took part in the Bahuda 
Yatra (return car festival) of Lord 
Jagannath and His siblings, Lord 
Balabhadra and Devi Subhadra, in 
the pilgrim town of Puri Saturday.

The day began with performance 
of daily rituals of the deities, in-
cluding Mangal Arati, Mailum, 
Tadap Lagi, Abakash, Surya Puja, 
and Rosa Homa. The deities were 
dressed in fresh attire and offered 
Gopal Bhog before the ceremonial 
Pahandi (procession).

Daita servitors prepared the dei-
ties for Pahandi by adorning them 
with traditional body armours. The 
deities were then ceremonially es-
corted from the sanctum sancto-
rum of Gundicha temple in Dhadi 
Pahandi to mount their respective 
chariots.

The procession began with Lord 
Balabhadra, followed by Devi Sub-
hadra, and fi nally Lord Jagannath. 
As soon as Lord Jagannath emerged 
from the Nakachana Dwar of the 
Gundicha temple, the air reverber-

ated with chants of ‘Jai Jagannath’ 
and ‘Haribol’.

Devotees jostled for a glimpse of 

the Lord, who appeared majestic 
with a bouncing ‘tahia’ atop his 
head, enthralling the crowd with 

divine splendour.
The Pahandi completed by 

12:30pm —two hours ahead of time. 

The ceremonial Chhera Pahanra 
was performed by Gajapati Maha-
raja Dibyasingha Deb, starting at 
2:10pm and concluding at 3:10pm.

Thereafter, servitors attached 
wooden horses to the chariots, 
and the pulling of the chariots 
commenced.

Pulling of Taladhwaja, the char-
iot of Lord Balabhadra, began at 
around 3:25pm, Darpadalana, 
the chariot of Devi Subhadra, at 
4:00pm and Nandighosha, the char-
iot of Lord Jagannath, at 4:15pm.

Taladhwaja was the first to 
reach the Singhadwar, followed 
by Darpadalana and Nandighosha.

During the return journey, 
Lord Jagannath made a custom-
ary halt near the Mausima Tem-
ple to partake Poda Pitha. Lord 
Jagannath, on his Nandighosha, 
halted near the royal palace for 
the Laxmi-Narayana Bheta ritual 
performed by the Gajapati and as-
sisted by servitors.

In light of the tragic stampede 
on the second day of the Rath 
Yatra that claimed three lives, 
the administration undertook 

meticulous planning to ensure 
the smooth conduct of the 
Bahuda Yatra.

Crowd management was en-
hanced with revamped traffic ar-
rangements and a fully-operation-
al command and control centre.

Deputy Chief Minister Pravati 
Parida, Law Minister Prithiviraj 
Harichandan and Health Minister 
Mukesh Mahaling were in Puri to 
oversee the arrangements.

Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi said, “With the blessings 
of Mahaprabhu, the Bahuda Ya-
tra is proceeding smoothly.” He 
informed that over 25,000 securi-
ty personnel have been deployed, 
along with adequate traffic police 
to manage the vehicular traffic.

The deities will remain on their 
respective chariots until they 
re-enter the main temple Tues-
day. On Sunday, the Suna Besha 
will be performed, followed by 
Adharpana, a ritual offering of a 
special drink Monday. The cer-
emonial return to the sanctum, 
known as Niladri Bije, will take 
place Tuesday.

Lakhs participate in Bahuda Yatra
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

30.5° 31.6°
24.6° 23.4°
95% 97%

12.2mm 10.2mm

FORECAST

Generally  cloudy 
sky with one or 

two spells of rain/
thunderstorm

I, BIMAL KISHORE 
AGARWAL, S/o- 
Late Nemichand 
Agarwal, resident of  
Plot 17/C, Jaydurga 
Nagar, Bomikhal, 
Bhubaneswar, Dist.- 
Khurda, Odisha, 
declare by this affi davit 
No.- CF. No.- 106, 
dt- 04.07.2025. That 
now onwards I shall 
be known as BIMAL 
KISHOR AGARWAL 
for all future purposes.               
BIMAL KISHOR 
AGARWAL

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

Many people imagine 
evolution as a slow, 
natural process far re-

moved from human society. But 
in cities, evolution is directly 
infl uenced by human activity 
— and cultural forces like reli-
gion, politics, and even war are 
quietly reshaping the genetics 
of urban wildlife.

A recent global review by 
evolutionary biologists Marta 
Szulkin, Colin Garroway, and 
others examined how cultur-
al practices across continents 
drive evolutionary changes in 
city-dwelling animals.
Culture leaves a mark

Urban areas dramatically 
change natural habitats, iso-
lating wildlife populations and 
creating new environmental 
pressures. Over time, these 
changes lead to genetic shifts. 
For instance, when people di-
vide landscapes — by building 
roads, walls, or cities — wildlife 
gets cut off from other groups. 
These isolated populations then 
evolve independently, a process 
known as genetic drift.

One striking example comes 
from Oviedo, Spain, where reli-
gious buildings were walled off 
between the 12th and 16th centu-
ries. Fire salamanders on either 
side of the walls became geneti-
cally distinct, showing how built 
structures rooted in culture can 
lead to evolutionary divergence.

Religious practices and wildlife

In many parts of the world, 
religious customs also affect ur-
ban ecosystems. A notable case 
is prayer animal release, a Bud-
dhist tradition where captive 
animals are freed to generate 
good karma. While the practice 
is spiritually meaningful, it of-
ten introduces non-native spe-
cies into urban habitats. These 
newcomers may compete with 
or displace native wildlife and 
reduce local biodiversity.

Even local animal releases 
can have negative impacts. Cap-
turing and releasing wildlife di-
minishes existing populations, 
lowers genetic diversity, and 
weakens their ability to adapt 
to future challenges.

Political decisions with 
ecological impact

Political agendas also leave 
deep evolutionary footprints. 
During China’s “Four Pests” 
campaign in 1958, sparrows 
were eliminated alongside 
rats, fl ies, and mosquitoes. 
Their absence caused a spike 
in crop-eating insects, contrib-
uting to famine and ecological 
imbalance.

In the United States, racial 
politics and urban planning 
have fragmented habitats. 
Highways built through mar-
ginalized communities have 
restricted the movement of an-
imals like bobcats and coyotes, 
leading to genetically distinct 
urban populations, similar to 

the salamanders in Spain.
Wildlife in times of war

War is another powerful 
force. In Ukraine, ongoing con-
fl ict has disrupted the migra-
tion of greater spotted eagles, 
forcing them to take longer, 
energy-draining routes. Local 
people, facing fuel shortages, 
have turned to nearby forests 
for wood, altering those eco-
systems and impacting species 
that rely on them.

Interestingly, post-war land-
scapes sometimes become wild-
life refuges. The demilitarized 
zone (DMZ) between North and 
South Korea, heavily guarded 
since 1953, has evolved into a 
safe haven for many endan-
gered species. Similarly, the 
collapse of the Soviet Union led 
to the creation of the European 
Green Belt, a 12,500 km wildlife 
corridor that promotes biodi-
versity across 24 countries.
Evolution in human shadows

These examples show that 
evolution doesn’t happen in 
isolation — it happens along-
side human stories. Religion, 
war, and politics alter the en-
vironment and, in turn, the 
path of wildlife evolution. Un-
derstanding these connections 
is crucial to building cities that 
support both human needs and 
ecological health.

(The Conversation)

War, politics & religion shape urban wildlife

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 5: In a 
proactive measure to prevent 
waterborne and vector-borne 
diseases, the state government 
has launched a special state 
wide disinfection and clean-
liness drive, with a focus on 
high-risk districts.

The initiative is being car-
ried out jointly by the depart-
ments of Health and Family 
Welfare and Panchayati Raj 
and Drinking Water.

The week-long campaign, 
continuing till July 11, will cov-
er all villages, health facilities, 
public spaces, drinking water 
sources, and commonly used 
water bodies.

On the fi rst day itself, the 
state disinfected 55,009 tube 

wells, 77,334 dug wells, 98,009 
piped water supply points, 4,823 
overhead tanks and sumps, and 
1,120 other water sources such 
as ponds and streams.

Additionally, 4,436 health fa-
cilities underwent deep clean-

ing, 10,251 OT water samples 
were tested for quality, and 
5,18,413 ORS packets along 
with 7,47,836 halazone tablets 
were distributed. Over 12,155 
villages and hamlets completed 
local cleanliness drives on the 

same day.
PRI members, village com-

munities, local leaders, and 
grassroots volunteers are ac-
tively participating to protect 
public health and curb seasonal 
outbreaks.

To ensure effective execu-
tion and monitoring, 18 special 
drive teams comprising senior 
offi cers have been deployed. 
Each offi cer is assigned two 
districts for fi eld-level super-
vision, focusing on the preven-
tion of acute diarrheal diseases, 
malaria, and dengue.

A standardised, check-
list-based approach is being 
used to ensure uniform imple-
mentation and accountability 
in public health interventions 
across all districts, offi cial 
sources said.

Odisha launches statewide disinfection campaign

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Moscow, July 5: A nine-day 
India Fest showcasing diverse 
cultural traditions of several 
Indian states opened Saturday 
next to the Kremlin here.

A lush green island of tropi-
cal India has been created with 
stalls selling Indian food and 
handicraft as part of the India 
Fest or Bharat Utsav at the cor-
ner of Manezh Square adjacent 
to the Kremlin wall linking it 
the Red Square.

It is organised jointly by 
the Embassy of India here 
and the department of Tour-
ism of the government of Mos-
cow under the local campaign 

‘Moscow Summer’.
Inaugurating the Bharat 

Utsav, Ambassador Vinay Ku-
mar said several Indian states 
including Delhi, Maharashtra, 
Odisha, Tamil Nadu and Na-
galand are presenting their 
unique culture and traditions 
through dances and art during 
the nine-day fest.

Deputy Chairman of the 
Moscow City Tourism Com-
mittee Bulat Nurmukhanov, 
while speaking at the inaugu-
ral event said it was unprece-
dented that a foreign cultural 
fest was situated so close to the 
Kremlin and Red Square.

“This symbolises the depth 
of India-Russia relationship 

and friendship of our people 
and leadership. This festival 
will contribute to further ce-
ment ties of common Russians 
with the people of India.”

He noted the number of in-
coming tourists from India has 
picked up pre-Covid level; last 
year 85,000 Indian tourists vis-
ited Moscow.

“Day 1 of Bharat Utsav – 
Festival of India kicks off to-
day at Manezhnaya Square, 
Moscow with a vibrant show-
case of Indian dance, music, 
and cultural performances, 
along with interactive mas-
terclasses in yoga, crafts, and 
Indian classical dance- Bharat-
natyam!,” the Indian Embassy 

in Moscow said in a post on X.
“Join us today and celebrate 

India in the heart of Moscow!,” 
it added.

Member of Parliament from 
Odisha Sujeet Kumar was seen 
greeting the Muscovites who 
had gathered in large numbers 
to watch the inauguration of 
Bharat Utsav and joined by 
Russian tourists who had 
come to see the Kremlin and 
Lenin's Mausoleum at the Red 
Square.

He urged the Russians not to 
limit their India voyage to Del-
hi and Taj Mahal but to come 
to Odisha also “for spiritual 
enlightenment and historical 
monuments.”

Odisha’s culture comes alive in Kremlin

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 5: “Both 
individuals and institutions 
must take responsibility for 
creating a cleaner and green-
er future for the next gener-
ations,” said Governor Hari 
Babu Kambhampati while 
leading a plantation drive at 
Raj Bhavan on the occasion of 
Van Mahotsav, Saturday.

The event underscored the 
importance of tree plantation 
in combating climate change 
and preserving biodiversity. 
The Governor’s initiative re-
flected his continued commit-
ment to environmental protec-
tion and sustainable living.

As part of the Ek Ped Maa 
Ke Naam initiative, the Gov-
ernor planted a sapling at 
Shyamananda Park within 
the Raj Bhavan premises. 
Officers and staff members 
also joined the drive, planting 
several saplings across the 
campus to mark the occasion.

In line with this green 
vision, Raj Bhavan has al-
ready implemented several 
eco-friendly measures. Solar 
power systems have been in-
stalled to reduce dependence 
on conventional energy, and 
electric vehicles have been 
inducted into the Governor’s 

fleet to curb emissions. These 
initiatives reflect a strong 
commitment to sustainabil-
ity, making Raj Bhavan a 
model of green governance 
in the state.

Similarly, the University 
Law College (ULC), in col-
laboration with the District 
Legal Services Authority (DL-
SA), Khurda, observed Van 
Mahotsav Friday under the 
theme ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’, 
aimed at raising awareness 
about environmental protec-
tion through tree plantation.

The event was graced by 
District Judge Biranchi 
Narayan Mohanty as chief 
guest, along with DLSA chair-
person Salomi Sahu and other 
judicial officers. ULC Head 
Gyanendra Kumar Sahu wel-
comed the dignitaries and 
joined them in planting sap-

lings on the college campus.
ULC students participated 

in the campaign with great 
enthusiasm, reflecting their 
strong commitment to envi-
ronmental conservation. The 
event also included discus-
sions on the pressing need to 
combat environmental deg-
radation and the critical role 
of afforestation in addressing 
climate change.

“This initiative reminds us 
that nurturing a tree is like 
nurturing life itself. Planting 
a sapling today is a promise 
for a cleaner, greener tomor-
row,” said ULC head Sahu, 
urging students to embrace 
sustainable practices.

The programme conclud-
ed with a collective pledge 
to protect the environment 
and promote green habits in 
everyday life.

Greener future a 
shared duty: Guv

Van Mahotsav marked 
with tree planting drives 
and green pledges at Raj 

Bhavan and ULC

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 5: Cele-
brating the nurturing spirit, 
SAI Angan hosted a warm and 
heartfelt Mother’s Day event 
Saturday at the Indraprastha 
Auditorium of SAI Internation-
al School.

The event welcomed mothers 
of students from Playgroup to 
Class III and was organised 
under the theme, “Love That 
Listens, Strength That Stands, 
Celebrating Every Mother’s 
Quiet Power.”

A key highlight was ‘Mom 
& Me: The Animated Edition’, 
where mothers and children 

dressed as beloved cartoon 
characters—ranging from 
Minions and Spiderman to 
Krishna-Yashoda, Tom and 
Jerry, and mermaids. To-
gether, they crafted masks 
and headgear before joyfully 
walking down the ramp. The 
activity fostered emotional 
bonding through creativity 
and fun.

“A mother’s love is the ba-
sis on which a child develops 
self-confi dence, empathy, and 
character. At SAI, we cherish 
this quiet strength that shapes 
young lives,” said  SAI Inter-
national Education Group 
chairperson Silpi Sahoo.

SAI Angan marks Mother’s Day 2025

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 5: The 
IQAC Cell and department of 
Economics of Derabis College 
jointly organised a national 
workshop titled ‘Data to Dis-
sertation with Qualitative Ap-
proaches for Student Projects’ 
July 3 and 4.

The event was graced by 
Bhabani Sankar Mohanty from 
the department of Statistics, 
Central University of Tamil 
Nadu; Sharada Prasad Sahoo 
from the department of Busi-
ness Administration, Berham-
pur University and Md Imran, 
ICSSR research fellow from the 
department of Women’s Stud-
ies, Utkal University.

The workshop was inaugu-
rated by Principal Chandra 
Sekhar Nayak, who also deliv-
ered the welcome address, em-
phasising the signifi cance of 
such academic initiatives. The 
event received an overwhelm-
ing response from faculty mem-
bers, students, and staff. IQAC 
Coordinator Biswajit Sahoo 
introduced the guests, while 
head of the Economics depart-
ment, Sanjay Kumar Mishra, 
extended a note of gratitude 
to the organisers and students 
for ensuring the success of the 
programme.

Workshop held at 
Derabis College

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 5: A two-
day regional workshop on the 
Energy Conservation and Sus-
tainable Building Code (ECS-
BC) was held in the City July 
3 and 4.

Jointly organised by the 
Bureau of Energy Effi ciency 
(BEE), Ministry of Power, Gov-
ernment of India and the Chief 
Electrical Inspector-cum-SDA, 
Energy department, the event 
focused on promoting aware-
ness and implementation of 
ECSBC across eastern states—
Odisha, Chhattisgarh, West 
Bengal, Jharkhand, and Bihar.

The workshop was attended 
by Energy department Princi-
pal Secretary Vishal Kumar 
Dev, and Housing & Urban De-

velopment and Commerce & 
Transport departments Prin-
cipal Secretary Usha Padhee 
who addressed the gathering.

BEE director Pravatanalini 
Samal, along with representa-
tives from the State Designated 
Agencies (SDAs) of the partici-
pating states, was also present.

In his keynote address, Dev 
stressed the need for an offi cial 
notifi cation to implement ECS-
BC and urged state authorities 
to promote energy effi ciency 

in the construction sector. He 
also directed the launch of a pi-
lot ECSBC project in the state. 
Samal assured full support for 
implementing ECSBC across 
the region.

Padhee emphasised that en-
ergy conservation is not just a 
regulatory mandate but a con-
tinuous effort to ensure a better 
future for the next generation. 
She noted that adopting ECSBC 
would play a vital role in real-
ising the vision of a developed 
Odisha and a developed India.

So far, 13 prominent build-
ings in Odisha, including 
Madhusudan Academy, Police 
Commissionerate, Nirman 
Saudha, and OREDA, have re-
ceived star ratings for energy 
performance. These buildings 
were felicitated at the event.

Bhubaneswar: Union Education 
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
Saturday urged Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited (HAL) to introduce diploma 
and undergraduate courses in 
aerospace, defence, and allied sectors. 
“The HAL, in collaboration with IIT 
Madras, and partner with the Central 
University of Odisha, Koraput could 
offer these courses. Such initiatives 
would foster innovation at the school 
level and help create a pool of skilled 
human resources with advanced 
knowledge in aerospace engineering,” 
the Union Minister said. Pradhan 
made the proposal during his visit to 
the Sunabeda-based public sector 
enterprise HAL. He also stressed 
the need to establish HAL STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics) education labs 
in schools across the districts of 
Koraput, Malkangiri, Nabarangpur 
and Rayagada.

Pradhan urges HAL to 
offer aerospace courses ECSBC workshop for  eastern states
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Rayagada, July 5: Two police 
constables on duty for the Ba-
huda Yatra in Rayagada died 
in separate incidents Saturday 
casting a pall of gloom over the 
district police force.

In the fi rst incident, La-
banya Ganta, 24, a woman 
constable from Khedapada 
panchayat, died in 
a road accident at 
Gunakhala Chhak 
under Chandili po-
lice limits. She was 
reportedly on her 
way to Shraddha 
Srikhetra in Ray-
agada for festival duty when 
the scooter she was riding was 
rear-ended by a truck.

Eyewitnesses said the col-
lision occurred as the scooter 
slowed near a speed breaker, 
causing Labanya to fall and be 
run over by the truck. She died 
on the spot. A motorcycle com-
ing from the opposite direction 
also collided with the scooter. 
The two bike riders—Kantarao 
Kadraka and Subbarao Kadra-
ka, both 40 and residents of 
Munigaan village—sustained 
serious injuries and are under-
going treatment at the District 

Headquarters Hospital. Po-
lice have seized the truck and 
launched an investigation.

Meanwhile, another consta-
ble Tarini Charan Gamang, 50, 
collapsed and died while on 
duty at Tehsil Chhak on Na-
tional Highway 326. Gamang, 
a resident of Lakshmanguda 
village under Padmapur police 
limits, had joined the force in 

1997 and was serv-
ing at Doraguda 
police station. He 
was also deployed 
for Bahuda Yatra 
duty in Rayagada.

He reportedly 
felt unwell and col-

lapsed while managing traffic. 
Fellow officers rushed him 
to the District Headquarters 
Hospital, where doctors de-
clared him dead.

Senior offi cials, including 
SDPO Gourahari Sahu, RI 
Kabibar Dehuri and Town IIC 
Prasanna Kumar Behera, vis-
ited the hospital. Colleagues 
remembered Gamang as a 
disciplined and sincere offi cer.

The back-to-back deaths 
have left the Rayagada police 
department in mourning on a 
day meant for religious cele-
bration.
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Kendrapara, July 5: The Kendrapara 
district administration has carried out 
verifi cation of documents of 26 suspect-
ed Bangladeshi infi ltrators residing in 
the district. They were being kept at a 
temporary detention centre.

Offi cial sources said while 16 of sus-
pected Bangladeshi infi ltrators were 
from Kereragada and Gopalpur villag-
es in Rajnagar area, two Bangladeshi 
nationals were rounded up from Rajen-
dranarayanpur and Rangani villages 
within Talachua Marine police limit.

One suspected Bangladeshi infi l-
trator was from Batighar area and 
six others were from Jamboo Marine 
police limit.

The document verifi cation of 19 sus-
pected Bangladeshi immigrants has 
been going on by the Revenue depart-
ment and police. Six more suspected 
Bangladeshi infi ltrators of Jamboo ar-
ea came to the detention centre Friday 
to prove themselves as Indian citizens.

The district administration has 
provided the list of suspected Ban-
gladeshi infiltrators to the police and 
directed them to go to their house and 
bring them to the detention centre 
along with their valid documents to 
prove themselves that they were In-
dian citizens.

Police personnel have been deployed 
at the temporary detention centre by 
the district administration which has 
also declared the surroundings of the 
detention centre as a prohibited zone.

Kendrapara District Collector Smru-
ti Ranjan Pradhan refused to disclose 
anything in this regard citing the strict 
direction issued by Home department 
and state government not to disclose 

or share any information related to the 
Bangladesh infi ltrators.

The verifi cation of suspected illegal 
Bangladeshi settlers started in this 
coastal district after Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi, during his vis-
it to Kendrapara June 9, directed the 
district administration to take strict 
legal action against illegal Bangladeshi 
immigrants.

According to offi cial statics, a total 
of 3,738 Bangladeshi infi ltrators were 
identifi ed in the state.

Among them 1,551 in Kendrapara 
were served the quit India notices 
January 15, 2005, but they are yet to 
be deported.

According to sources, the Bangla-
deshi immigrants have infi ltrated into 
the coastal Kendrapara district in two 
phases.

The infl ux of Bangladeshi nationals 
had started in the year 1947 during the 
partition of Bangladesh and it became 
more pronounced after the Bangla-
deshi Liberation war in 1971.

In the year 1956, nearly 1,250 Bangla-
deshi immigrants were rehabilitated 
as registered refugees and resettled in 
the coastal pockets of Rajnagar Assem-
bly constituency.

Most of the Bangla immigrants are 
coming from the districts of Jashore, 
Khulna, Barisal and Faridpur of Ban-
gladesh.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur, July 5: The Hira-
kud dam authorities are all set 
to discharge the fi rst fl oodwater 
of the year from the reservoir 
Sunday at 10am, sources said.

Due to heavy rainfall in the 
upper catchment areas of the 
Mahanadi and its tributaries, 
the water infl ow into the reser-
voir has been steadily increas-
ing. In view of this, the Chief 
Engineer and Basin Manager 
of the Mahanadi basin have 
decided to begin the discharge 
of excess fl oodwater through 
the sluice gates from Sunday 
morning.

Initially, six to eight sluice 
gates will be opened in a phased 
manner, depending on the vol-
ume of water infl ow. However, 
the exact number of gates to be 
opened may change based on 
real-time infl ow conditions, ac-
cording to the dam authorities.

As is customary every year, 
a ceremonial event will be held 
at the dam control room before 
the gates are opened. The ritual 
will include traditional rituals 
after which an invited guest 
will press the switch to initiate 
the gate-opening process.

To ensure public safety, 
sirens will be sounded at 
fi ve-minute intervals starting 
one hour before the discharge 
to alert residents living along 
the banks of the Mahanadi and 
its tributaries.

Keonjhar: An 18-year-old youth 
was killed in elephant attack 
while driving away a herd that 
had strayed into Mohanta Sahi 
of Udayagiri village under Telkoi 
forest range in Keonjhar district 
Friday night. The victim was 
identified as Akash Mohanta. 
Sources said a herd of six 
elephants strayed into Udayagiri 
village Friday. Alerted, villagers 
including Akash tried to drive 
the elephants away. Meanwhile, 
a female elephant picked him 
on its tusk and battered him 
to the ground. Forest officials 
rushed a critically injured Akash 
to Telkoi Community Health 
Centre and later to the Keonjhar 
District Headquarters Hospital 
where he succumbed during the 
treatment. Telkoi Range Officer 
Shivaji Mohan Rao said that the 
incident took place at 3am and 
the officials had driven away 
the herd to a nearby cashew 
orchard. However, the incident 
took place when locals tried 
to drive away the elephants 
elsewhere from the orchard. The 
survivor of the deceased will get 
a compensation of `10 lakh as 
per the government norms, he 
added.

PNN & AGENCIES

Berhampur, July 5: A woman in 
Ganjam district has moved police 
stating that she is unable to contact 
her son, who is working at a cement 
factory in the West African country of 
Mali, an offi cial said Saturday.

P Narasama, a resident of Samara-
jhol village under Hinjili police sta-
tion limits, said she is worried about 
her 28-year-old son P Venkatraman 
working in a cement factory at Kayes 
in Mali after getting the news about 
the abduction of three Indians work-
ing at a cement factory in the West 
African country.

“I am very much worried about the 
fate of my son. I requested the gov-
ernment for his safe release,” said 
Narasama, a widow.

She informed the police at Hinjili 
Friday evening about the incident 
and also requested the safe return of 
her son.

“We are closely coordinating with 
the Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) and concerned Indian Embas-

sy about the incident and waiting for 
their response,” Vishal Gagan, Princi-
pal Resident Commissioner, Odisha at 
New Delhi, told PTI over phone.

After getting social media clip 
about the alleged abduction 
of a youth from Odisha, the 
Resident Commissioner in 
Delhi has moved the Indian 
Embassy in Mali for needful 
action at their end, he said.

Narasama said she last 
talked to her son over phone 
June 30. Since then, his 
phone has been switched 
off. Narasama said she got a 
phone call Thursday at about 
11am from his son’s parent 
company who informed that 
her son was now under police custody 
and told her not to be worried.

“We are very much worried about 
Venkatraman as he might be held 
hostage by terrorists. The government 
should take immediate steps for his 
safe return,” said M Ram Krushna, 
one of his relatives.

India Wednesday expressed serious 

concern over the abduction of three of 
its nationals in Mali amid a wave of 
attacks in the West African country.

The Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA), in a statement July 2, said, 

“The incident occurred Ju-
ly 1 when a group of armed 
assailants carried out a co-
ordinated attack at the fac-
tory premises and forcibly 
took three Indian nationals 
as hostages.”

“The government of India 
unequivocally condemns 
this deplorable act of vi-
olence and calls upon the 
government of the Republic 
of Mali to take all necessary 
measures to secure the safe 

and expeditious release of the abduct-
ed Indian nationals,” the MEA state-
ment said.

Meanwhile, BJD chief and Hin-
jili MLA Naveen Patnaik Saturday 
sought the personal intervention of 
External Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar for the early and safe release of 
Venkatraman.

Hirakud dam set to
release year’s fi rst
fl oodwater today

Kendrapara admin starts
verifi cation of suspected
Bangladeshi infi ltrators

ABDUCTION OF INDIAN WORKERS IN MALI

Unable to contact son: Ganjam woman

Rayagada: 2 constables 
die in separate incidents

Youth killed in 
jumbo attack
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Koraput, July 5: Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan Saturday laid the founda-
tion stone for a transformative `479.92 crore in-
frastructure project at the Central University of 
Odisha (CUO) here. The project marks a major 
step towards building a Net Zero Campus that 
is environmentally sustainable, technologically 
advanced, and socially inclusive.

The project includes multi-storey academic 
blocks, ten modern hostel buildings, a grand 
auditorium, a gymnasium and indoor sports 
complex, student and shopping centres, a fully 
equipped health centre, and an international 
guest house. Designed with green building 
standards, renewable energy systems, and 
climate-resilient infrastructure, the Net Zero 
Campus will signifi cantly reduce the universi-
ty’s carbon footprint while enhancing quality 
of life for students and faculty.

The Minister also inaugurated several 
newly completed facilities of the varsity, in-
cluding the academic building, health centre, 
Vice-Chancellor’s residence, offi cers’ quarters, 
and staff quarters.

Meanwhile, in a historic development, six 
centrally funded higher education institutions 
in Odisha signed a landmark Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) Saturday at the Central 
University of Odisha (CUO), Koraput. The sig-
natories include CUO, IIT Bhubaneswar, NIT 
Rourkela, IIM Sambalpur, IISER Berhampur, 
and Shri Sadashiva Campus of Central Sanskrit 
University, Puri. Pradhan also announced the 
introduction of engineering courses at CUO 
and declared Koraput as a focus district under 
Vikshit Odisha 2036.

Pradhan lays foundation stone for 
`479.92 crore infra projects at CUO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, July 5: The world’s tallest 
chariot of Sri Baladevjew was stopped 
mid-way ahead of Galagandi during 
the Bahuda Yatra Saturday here due 
to heavy downpour. Thousands of dev-
otees had gathered to witness the grand 
return procession of the deity to the Sri 
Baladevjew temple in Keonjhar.

Sub Collector Umashankar Dalei, 
also the Executive Offi cer of the En-

dowment department, confi rmed that 
the chariot pulling will resume at 9am 
Sunday and the Suna Besha of the deity 
will be held in the evening.

The traditional rituals were conduct-
ed Saturday despite the rain, with the 
deities being taken in ‘Dhadi Pahandi’ 
to the chariot. Rajasaheb Dhananjaya 
Narayan Bhanjadeo performed the 
ceremonial ‘Chhera Pahanra’ before 
the chariot began its journey around 
5:15pm. However, the chariot veered to 
the left and got stuck due to slippery 
conditions and fading daylight, prompt-
ing authorities to pause the procession 
to avoid mishaps.

Pujapandas and sevayats including 
Rajpurohit Prasanna Kumar Nanda, 
Brahma Gangadhar Mishra, and oth-
ers ensured the smooth execution of the 
rituals. Pahandi sevaks from different 
areas contributed to the procession.

Police have been deployed for crowd 
management and traffi c control. After 
the chariot’s arrival at the temple, 
barricades and watchtowers will be 
set up to maintain order during Suna 
Besha, which is expected to draw lakhs 
of devotees.

Various local organisations have 
been mobilised to assist the devotees 
during the festivities.

World’s tallest chariot halted due
to rain; pulling to resume today



T he BJP’s constitution (Article 3) says, “Integral Humanism shall 
be the philosophy of the party.” The party’s membership form 
has a pledge which members are required to take. The fi rst line 

of this pledge is: “I believe in Integral Humanism which is the basic 
philosophy of the Bharatiya Janata Party.” Integral Humanism is a 
term many Indians are familiar with but few know much about.

Integral Humanism comprises of the text of four lectures given by 
Deendayal Upadhyaya between 22 and 25 April 1965 in Mumbai. Upad-
hyaya held a bachelor’s degree in arts and was a journalist at the RSS 
house publication, Panchjanya. He was about fi fty when he gave these 
lectures and became president of the Jana Sangh a couple of years 
after he delivered them. Let us go through the message of the BJP’s 
philosophy and then another time we can analyse it. What follows is 
a summary of the argument that Upadhyaya presents in his speeches, 
and it is presented as neutrally as possible.

The cause of the problems facing Bharat is a neglect of national identi-
ty. The nation is like an individual and becomes ill if its natural instincts 
are disregarded or suppressed. Despite independence, India was still 
undecided about the direction it would take to realise development. In-
dependence is meaningful only if it is the instrument to express culture.

The focus in India was on episodic problems: economic, social and 
political. This was because India adopted a 
Western way of looking at economic, social 
and political doctrines along with Western 
science. Westernisation was synonymous with 
progress for Indians. However, the West was 
unable to reconcile nationalism, democracy 
and socialism. These were essentially Western 
ideals and they were all in confl ict with one an-
other. These ideologies were not universal and 
not free from the limitations of the particular 
people and cultures which gave birth to these 
isms. Ayurveda said that we need to fi nd local 
cures to local diseases. Could Bharatiya culture 
provide a solution for the world?

It is generally thought that Bharatiya cul-
ture thinks of salvation of the soul and does 
not bother about body, mind and intellect but 
that is untrue. Dharma is given foremost place 
in Bharatiya culture. Dharma is the natural 
law that is eternal and universally applicable. 
Dharma is higher than the executive, legisla-
tive and the judiciary, and it is also higher than 
the people. If out of 450 million Indians, all ex-
cept one voted for something it would still be 
wrong if it was against dharma. The people have no right to act against 
dharma. The words ‘secularism’ and ‘dharmnirpeksh’ used in the Con-
stitution are wrong and bad because dharma is a necessary condition 
for the State. That which is not based on dharma is unacceptable and 
therefore secularism was fatally fl awed.

National unity is India’s dharma and so diversity was problematic. 
For this reason India’s Constitution needs to be changed from federal 
to unitary with no legislative powers for the states, only for the Centre. 
Confl ict between individuals and institutions of society is a sign of 
decadence and perversion.

The West was wrong to see the adversarial relationship between the 
individual and the State as the reason for progress. The individual was 
made up of body, mind, intelligence and soul. A human being is born 
with a soul. Personality, soul and character are different from one an-
other. The person’s soul is unaffected by personal history. Similarly, 
national culture is continuously modifi ed by history. Culture includes 
all the things held as good and commendable, but they do not affect ‘chi-
ti’, the national soul. India’s national soul is fundamental and central. 
Chiti determines the direction of cultural advance. It fi lters out what 
is to be excluded from culture. Societies are animate and a society has 
a body, mind, intellect and soul. Some Westerners were beginning to 
accept this truth. One of them, William McDougall said that a group 
had a mind and a psychology, its own methods of thinking and action 
just as an individual did.

Societies have an inborn nature that is not based on its history. 
Events do not affect it. This group nature is like the soul in individu-
als, which was also unaffected by history. This group mentality is like 
mob mentality but developed over a longer period. The nation needs 
both an ideal and a motherland and only then is it a nation. And the 
State exists to protect this nation, which has an ideal and a motherland.

The difference between India and the West was that we regard the 
body only as an instrument to achieve dharma. Our efforts were for 
dharma, artha (money), kama (pleasure) and moksha (liberation). The 
mistake of the West was to treat the four separately. You could get 
voting rights but then you didn’t get food. The United States had both 
political freedom and wealth but it also topped the list in the number 
of suicide and mental patients. This was puzzling — there was bread 
and voting rights but no peace or happiness. Sound sleep was scarce in 
America because they had not thought of the integrated human being. 
The Americans said “honesty is the best business policy” and the Eu-
ropeans said “honesty is the best policy,” but the Indians said “honesty 
is not a policy but a principle.”

This, broadly speaking, is what the BJP says is its basic philosophy. 
It would be interesting to see how many BJP ministers or members 
can explain what it means and what it is intended to do. If they believe 
in it, as they are required to pledge, one would be interested to know 
what that belief is.

I
n 1960, my father, 
Jacques Piccard, 
reached the bottom of 
the Mariana Trench – 

nearly 11,000 meters below 
sea level. The mission was not 
to make headlines, but to dis-
prove a dangerous misconcep-
tion. Some experts had claimed 
that no life could survive in 
the crushing darkness of the 
ocean’s depths, and that as-
sumption had led to proposals 
to use the deep sea as a dump-
ing ground for nuclear waste. 
But my father and his team 
encountered living fi sh – a 
discovery that prevented a po-
tentially catastrophic mistake.

My father’s mission under-
scores what exploration has 
always meant to my family. It 
is not about conquest and dom-
ination, but rather curiosity 
and understanding. Studying 
nature expands not only the 
frontiers of our knowledge, but 
also the scope of our responsi-
bility as planetary stewards.

Today, the ocean is under 
greater threat than ever, and 
not only because the United 
States has just set the stage 
for private companies to pur-
sue deep-sea mining in interna-
tional waters. Despite decades 
of warnings, humanity contin-
ues to treat the ocean as an in-
exhaustible resource and a bot-
tomless dumping ground. We 
are suffocating it with plastic, 
heating it with emissions, poi-
soning it with chemicals, and 
depleting it by overfi shing. But 
the biggest danger is subtler: 
As was true in 1960, there is 
glaring gap between what we 
know and what we are doing.

While we speak of binding 
treaties and ambitious targets, 
our actions remain fragment-
ed and insuffi cient. Even as the 
ocean's degradation accelerates, 
governments often take refuge 
behind the complexity of glob-
al consensus-building, using it 

as an excuse for inaction. As a 
result, fi shing vessels engaged 
in illegal practices, such as 
destructive bottom trawling 
in marine protected areas, are 
still permitted to sell their catch 
freely in ports and markets. Al-
though regulations exist, en-
forcement is weak, sporadic, or 
simply absent. But we cannot 
afford to wait for the perfect 
implementation of perfect trea-
ties. Nor should we use others’ 
failure to address the problem 
as an excuse for our own inac-
tion. After all, we already know 
the solutions, and we have the 
tools to pursue them. What is 
missing is the will.

At the Solar Impulse Foun-
dation, we have identifi ed more 
than 1,800 clean and profi table 
strategies and tools that rec-
oncile economic growth with 
environmental preservation. 
Many focus on strengthening 
regenerative and sustainable 
practices in the blue economy 
– from technologies that track 
illegal fi shing and monitor ves-
sel movements from space, to 
innovations in low-carbon ship-
ping, plastic waste prevention, 
and regenerative aquaculture.

Our recent Ocean Opportu-
nity Guide, mapping ocean-fo-

cused innovation, shows just 
how broad and mature these 
solutions are. From bio-en-
hancing concrete that supports 
marine life to seaweed-based 
alternatives to single-use plas-
tic and traceability platforms 
that eliminate greenwashing 
in seafood value chains, these 
are not theoretical models; 
they are real tools already be-
ing deployed around the world. 
Behind them stands a growing 
ecosystem of entrepreneurs, 
scientists, and engineers.

Equally, new fi nancial mech-
anisms are emerging to bridge 
the gap between innovation 
and scale. Blended fi nance 
structures, results-based pay-
ments, and de-risking vehicles 
are beginning to unlock capital 
for nature-based solutions and 
sustainable aquaculture, par-
ticularly in vulnerable coastal 
economies. These developments 
show that diverse stakeholders, 
when aligned, can build an in-
novation ecosystem capable of 
solving one of the world's most 
complex challenges.

The solutions we highlight 
are tested, scalable, and eco-
nomically sound. They do more 
than protect ecosystems; they 
also create jobs, stimulate new 

markets, and reduce long-term 
operational risk. Clean inno-
vation in the ocean economy is 
already generating competitive 
advantages for forward-look-
ing companies and countries. 
Financial instruments that de-
risk nature-based investments 
are helping to stabilize coastal 
economies and expand access to 
new forms of capital. And circu-
lar-economy solutions like sea-
weed-based packaging and ma-
rine-life-friendly infrastructure 
are not only reducing environ-
mental harm, but also lowering 
material costs and strengthening 
supply-chain transparency.

In short, ocean preservation 
is becoming an engine of in-
dustrial renewal and geopolit-
ical resilience. As an economic 
development strategy, it is both 
future-proof and inclusive, and 
it appeals to investors, entre-
preneurs, and policymakers 
alike. But to unlock this poten-
tial, we must change the narra-
tive. Sustainability is not about 
sacrifi ce; it is about moderniza-
tion, innovation, and effi ciency.

Far from an environmental 
constraint, ocean preservation 
is a catalyst for a more dynam-
ic, resilient global economy. As 
such, it should be recognized as 
the new frontier of exploration. 
Our task is to discover not un-
charted depths, but better sys-
tems. Like the entrepreneurs 
featured in the Ocean Oppor-
tunity Guide, we should all be 
questioning what we have built 
and considering how it can be 
improved. The spirit of explo-
ration must guide us toward re-
generation, not exploitation. It 
must inspire us to stop waiting 
for others, and to start demon-
strating the leadership that this 
moment demands.

The writer, a Swiss 
explorer, is the founder 

of the Solar Impulse 
Foundation. 
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SPECTRUM FOREIGN POLICY

Adrift & unanchored ambitions

Multi-front threats 

Sir, This refers to “Chinese Intel kept Pak ahead of India,” Orissa POST, 
July 5. Operation Sindoor, conducted against Pakistan, exposed the evolving 
multi-front threats facing India. While the immediate confrontation was 
with Pakistan, the operation revealed the deeper strategic collusion involv-
ing China and Turkey. Though the Chinese PLA did not engage directly 
alongside Pakistani forces, credible intelligence indicated logistical and 
technological support, with Chinese-supplied equipment and surveillance 
aiding Pakistan. Moreover, the operation served as a testing ground for Chi-
nese ammunition, indirectly making it a laboratory for Beijing’s military 
ambitions. Turkey’s involvement, through supply of drones and tactical 
support, further internationalized the confl ict. Ankara’s interest in South 
Asian geopolitics, motivated by its ideological alignments, adds another 
dimension to India’s external threat perception. A growing concern now 
looms in the east. Bangladesh, once a close partner, is showing signs of 
strategic alignment with the China-Pakistan axis. Economic investments 
from Beijing and increasing military cooperation are pulling Dhaka into 
a new orbit, complicating India’s regional calculus. India can no longer 
afford to prepare for linear threats.   

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

Be fearless and resolute, 
all obstacles will melt away 
before you
 
 THE MOTHER OCEAN-FOCUSED INNOVATION

SUSTAINABILITY

Post-colonial Indian 
foreign policy and its 
non-alignment ideals 

were shaped by the interna-
tionalist values of the anti-co-
lonial struggle—opposing all 
forms of colonial occupation, 
militarism, apartheid, neo-co-
lonial economic policies, capi-
talist and imperialist hegemo-
ny. The term Non-Alignment 
was fi rst used at the United 
Nations by India and Yugo-
slavia to describe their refus-
al to align with either side 
during the Korean War. This 
position later evolved into a 
global forum—the foundation 
of the Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM)—where India was not 
only a founding member but 
also provided vital leadership 
in promoting the principles of 
decolonisation, socialist devel-
opment, democratisation, peace 
and solidarity.

NAM was not merely a stance 
against the bipolarisation of 
global politics into the imperi-
alist power blocs of the Warsaw 
Pact and NATO, it was also a 
strong opposition to all forms 
of capitalist and colonial he-
gemony. As a global platform 
representing more than 55% of 
the world’s population, NAM 
did not advocate for ‘neutral-
ity’ in international affairs. 
Rather, it actively opposed co-
lonial, capitalist, and imperial-
ist structures, processes, and 
institutions, with the goal of 
promoting democratic develop-

ment and economic prosperity 
grounded in peace and active 
opposition to wars and confl icts. 
These principles fundamental-
ly shaped Indian foreign policy, 
aligning moral leadership with 
national interest in the realm of 
global politics.

In the post–Cold War period, 
the NAM continued to advocate 
for multilateralism, equality, 
and mutual non-aggression—
principles that signifi cantly 
infl uenced the foreign policy of 
the Global South. Within this 
context, India emerged as a ma-
jor voice of reason and peace, 
upholding and advancing these 
ideals on the global stage.

However, the rise of Hindut-
va politics and its unfl inching 
adherence to US-led imperial-
ist agendas has signifi cantly 
undermined the independence 
of Indian foreign policy and 
weakened the pursuit of gen-
uine national interest. India’s 
close association with Israel 
and its participation in the 
US-led Quadrilateral Security 
Dialogue (QUAD), often de-
scribed as an emerging “Asian 
NATO”, have eroded India’s 
strategic autonomy and na-
tional interest.  These shifts, 
presented under the guise of 
a “multi-alignment” strategy, 
have diluted the foundational 
principles of Indian foreign pol-
icy and weakened the NAM. In 
this transition, India’s foreign 
policy appears to have lost its 
moral compass—once root-

ed in anti-colonial solidarity, 
peaceful coexistence, interna-
tionalism and global justice—in 
favour of opportunistic align-
ments. The current trajectory 
not only threatens India’s his-
toric diplomatic legacies but al-
so compromises the core values 
that once defi ned its role on the 
global stage.

No other Indian Prime Min-
ister has travelled as extensive-
ly as Narendra Modi; however, 
the frequency of a leader’s for-
eign visits does not, in itself, de-
fi ne the values or effectiveness 
of a country’s foreign policy. 
The meandering foreign policy 
of India has not only weakened 
its position within the neigh-
bourhood but also abroad. The 
“neither here nor there” tra-
jectory of India’s foreign pol-
icy refl ects an opportunistic 
shift that undermines the core 
values of India and its historic 
legacy of solidarity with an-
ti-colonial and anti-imperialist 
struggles. Indian foreign policy 
often appears erratic and direc-
tionless, lacking a coherent vi-
sion or guiding principles. As 
a result, countries that once 
regarded India as a reliable 
and guiding partner in the tur-
bulent waters of global politics 
no longer place the same trust 
in its current foreign policy. 

For the US and Europe, In-
dia is too often seen merely as 
a vast market, and Indians as 
passive consumers. Historical-
ly, imperialist and capitalist 

powers have viewed countries 
in Asia, Africa, Latin America, 
and the Middle East not with 
dignity or mutual respect, but 
as sources of natural and hu-
man resources to be exploited 
through strategic and self-serv-
ing foreign policies.

India needs to distance itself 
from American imperialists 
and neo-colonial Europe, which 
can never be trusted as reliable 
partners. As Henry Kissinger 
famously said, “It may be dan-
gerous to be America’s enemy, 
but to be America’s friend is 
fatal.” In this context, the foun-
dational values of the NAM re-
main more relevant than ever. 
Reviving these principles is 
essential to restoring the in-
dependence of Indian foreign 
policy and promoting a more 
democratic and equitable world 
order—one in which peace and 
prosperity are shared, not dic-
tated by hegemonic powers 
driven by American, Europe-
an, capitalist, and corporate 
interests.

India must pursue an inde-
pendent and non-aligned for-
eign policy that aligns with the 
interests of its own people as 
well as those across the globe, 
in order to reclaim its glory and 
moral compass. Let Vasudhai-
va Kutumbakam (the world is a 
family) blossom again in India.

The writer teaches 
at the London Metropolitan 

University.

Despite decades of warnings, humanity 
continues to treat the ocean as an 

inexhaustible resource and a bottomless 
dumping ground 

CLEAN 
INNOVATION 

IN THE OCEAN 
ECONOMY 

IS ALREADY 
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INTEGRAL 
HUMANISM IS 
A TERM MANY 

INDIANS ARE 
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WITH BUT FEW 
KNOW MUCH 
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Bertrand Piccard

Aakar Patel

THE MEANDERING 
FOREIGN POLICY 

OF INDIA HAS NOT 
ONLY WEAKENED 

ITS POSITION 
WITHIN THE 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
BUT ALSO 

ABROAD

Bhabani 
Shankar Nayak

WISDOM CORNER
Love and compassion are necessities, not luxuries. Without 
them humanity cannot survive  
 DALAI LAMA

Human greatness does not lie in wealth or power, but in 
character and goodness. People are just people, and all 
people have faults and shortcomings, but all of us are born 
with a basic goodness 
 ANNE FRANK

The fi rst principle is that you must not fool yourself and you 
are the easiest person to fool
 RICHARD P. FEYNMAN

 
1535: English humanist and statesman Thomas More was beheaded for 
refusing to accept King Henry VIII as head of the Church of England.

1907: Mexican artist Frida Kahlo, noted for her intense, brilliantly coloured 
self-portraits, was born.

1942: Anne Frank forced into hiding. Anne Frank and her family went into 
hiding in Amsterdam on this day in 1942 and lived in a secret annex—an 
experience documented in her diary, which became a classic of war 
literature—until their capture on August 4, 1944.

1957: Paul McCartney met John Lennon for the fi rst time, at a church event 
in Liverpool, England, where the latter's band was performing; the duo 
would later form the Beatles, perhaps the most infl uential band in history.

Zoonotic diseases

Sir, The fi rst rabies vaccine was administered 
by French scientist Louis Pasteur on 6 July, 1885. 
This brought about a heightened awareness about 
zoonotic diseases or diseases that are transmitted 
between animals and human beings. Besides direct 
contact, insects, ticks and contaminated food can 
also act as vectors. Anthrax, COVID-19, rabies, 
brucellosis and bird fl u are well known zoonot-
ic infections. While all zoonotic diseases are not 
transmitted by vectors, a few vector-borne diseases 
are also zoonotic: malaria and dengue are classic 
examples. Poor sanitation and hygiene, inade-
quate food safety measures, and animal habitat 
encroachment by humans have contributed to the 
proliferation of zoonotic diseases. Those who are 
at a higher risk of contracting zoonotic diseases, 
especially farmers, should be made aware of the 
risk factors. World Zoonoses Day falls on 6 July. 

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA
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WEST 
BENGAL

NORTHEAST

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, July 5: With the 2026 
West Bengal Assembly polls 
on the horizon, the BJP has 
placed its bet on soft-spoken 
RSS loyalist and party veteran 
Samik Bhattacharya to steer 
its troubled state unit out of a 
prolonged phase of internal dis-
cord, grassroots disarray and 
“cultural disconnect” with the 
Bengali electorate.

But as Bhattacharya, a quint-
essential Bengali ‘bhadralok’ 
takes charge, a key challenge 
before him is whether the state 
BJP under his leadership pur-
sues a moderate, inclusive Hin-
dutva line or continues with the 
combative and hardline posture 
championed by leaders like Su-
vendu Adhikari.

A Rajya Sabha MP and one of 
the BJP’s most articulate Ben-
gali faces, Bhattacharya was 
recently unanimously elected 
president of the West Bengal 
unit, a move seen as an attempt 
to calm factional storms, revive 
a demoralised cadre and address 
the growing perception that it 
lacks cultural connect and ideo-
logical clarity in the state.

“The party is above indi-
viduals. My focus will be on 
strengthening the organisa-
tion and outreach at all levels. 
West Bengal deserves a better 
alternative to the politics of vi-
olence, corruption and commu-

nalism pursued by the TMC,” 
Bhattacharya told PTI after 
taking charge.

Rhetoric alone, however, will 
likely not suffi ce, feel political 
analysts. The BJP in Bengal is 
confronting serious challenges, 
both internal and electoral.

In a marked shift in tone, 
Bhattacharya has sought to po-
sition the BJP as an inclusive 
force, distinct from the strident 
posturing of some of its leaders.

“The BJP’s fi ght is not 
against the state’s minorities. 
Young boys in minority house-
holds who are roaming around 
with stones – we want to snatch 
away the stones and hand them 
books. We want to take away 

their swords and give them 
pens instead. We envision a 
Bengal where a Durga Puja pro-
cession and a Muharram rally 
are held side by side without 
confl ict,” he had said recently.

The remarks appear to be 
part of a conscious attempt to 
win over middle-class urban 
voters, liberal professionals, 
and the youth – groups that 
contributed to the BJP’s 2021 
Assembly poll setback.

A BJP leader said the party 
must refl ect Bengal’s unique 
political culture.

“We cannot grow in Bengal 
by alienating communities. If 
we want middle-class Bengali 
Hindus, liberal profession-
als and even silent fi rst-time 
voters to back us, we have to 
show we can take along every-
body and speak the language of 
inclusivity,” he said. But, not 
everyone in the party is con-

vinced. “Bengal’s voters want 
clarity. If we confuse them with 
half-hearted messaging, we lose 
core and swing voters,” said a 
leader close to Adhikari, the 
face of the party’s aggressive 
Hindutva plank and Leader of 
the Opposition.

The minorities comprise near-
ly 30 per cent of the electorate and 
are a deciding factor in almost 120 
of the 294 assembly seats.

Political analyst Maidul Is-
lam told PTI that Bhattacha-
rya’s message signals a shift in 
the BJP’s positioning in Bengal.

“What Bhattacharya said 
– the BJP is not the enemy of 
minorities and wants to pro-
tect pluralism – is something 
new for the Bengal unit, and 
in sharp contrast to what 
Adhikari and others have said. 
Whether Bhattacharya can 
make moderate Hindutva the 
party’s dominant line remains 
to be seen,” Islam said.

The TMC has long accused 
the BJP of promoting a ‘Hin-
di-Hindu-Hindustan’ model, out 
of sync with Bengal’s cultural 
ethos. Former state BJP presi-
dent Sukanta Majumdar, how-
ever, dismissed such criticism.

“No one has a monopoly 
on Bengali culture. The BJP 
represents every Bengali who 
wants development and dig-
nity,” he asserted. The TMC, 
meanwhile, remains uncon-
vinced. “The BJP is still driv-

en by RSS’ Hindi-Hindu-Hin-
dustan ideology. Samik Bhat-
tacharya cannot camoufl age it,” 
TMC leader Kunal Ghosh said.

In the 2021 polls, the TMC 
used Bengali sub-nationalism 
to counter the BJP’s Hindutva 
narrative, branding it a party 
of outsiders.

“Bhattacharya’s soft-spo-
ken, scholarly image, fl uency 
in Bengali literature and RSS 
background position him as a 
bridge between the ideological 
core and the broader Bengali 
electorate. However, reclaiming 
cultural legitimacy for a party 
often branded an ‘outsider force’ 
won’t be easy,” said Islam.

Another critical issue Bhat-
tacharya faces is infi ghting. 
Since the 2021 Assembly poll 
defeat, factionalism between 
the BJP’s old guards and defec-
tors from the TMC has crippled 
organisational unity.

“He’s not seen as belonging 
to any camp. That’s why Delhi 
picked him. But to bring ev-
eryone together, Samik da will 
have to assert himself fast. Oth-
erwise, he will be reduced to a 
rubber stamp,” a senior state 
BJP leader said. In his fi rst ad-
dress as state chief, Bhattacha-
rya had acknowledged the rift 
and called for unity.

Political analyst Biswanath 
Chakraborty believes Bhat-
tacharya’s real test lies in en-
ergising the party base.

I am appealing to 
the educated Muslim 
society to throw away 

this government. In the 
next 20 years, there will be 
no change in power at the 
Centre as the people of this 
country are with PM Modi. A 
BJP government in the state 
will propel your growth
SAMIK BHATTACHARYA I WEST BENGAL BJP 
PRESIDENT

AGENCIES

Imphal, July 5: In a move 
towards restoring normalcy, 
the Manipur government has 
announced plans to close down 
nearly 350 relief camps hous-
ing Internally Displaced Per-
sons (IDPs) by December 2025.

These camps have been shel-
tering people uprooted by the 
ethnic violence that broke out 
in May 2023, displacing over 
62,000 individuals.

The announcement was 
made by Chief Secretary PK 
Singh as he said the state 
was now transitioning from 
emergency relief to long-term 
rehabilitation, with a struc-
tured three-phase plan already 
underway.

According to Singh, the 
number of displaced people 
has dropped to around 57,000, 
and in districts like Chura-
chandpur and Kangpokpi, fam-
ilies have begun returning to 
their homes.

The government aims to 
complete the fi rst phase of the 
resettlement plan this month, 
with the second and third 
phases scheduled for October 
and December, respectively.

Families unable to return 
to their original homes by the 
2025 deadline will be provided 
with newly constructed pre-
fabricated housing units.

Construction of an addition-
al 1,000 such units is in prog-
ress to accommodate those 
still unable to safely resettle 
in their villages.

Financial assistance will 
be provided under three cat-

egories. The fi rst group com-
prising around 7,000 families 
whose homes were destroyed 
during the violence will re-
ceive approximately Rs 1.3 
lakh each to rebuild.

A second group of 7,000 
people, who fl ed their homes 
though their properties were 
partially damaged, will also re-
ceive aid to restart their lives.

The third group, estimated 
between 8,000 and 10,000 indi-
viduals, will be given prefab-
ricated shelters if they cannot 
return to their original loca-
tions by the end of this year.

The chief secretary said the 
rehabilitation effort is being 
undertaken in close coordi-
nation with the Central gov-
ernment.

He also highlighted ongoing 
efforts to reopen major high-
ways across the state, a crucial 
step towards restoring connec-
tivity and public movement.

“With the current pace of 
progress, we are optimistic 
that people will soon be able 
to move freely across major 
roads in the state,” he said.

On the security front, Singh 
reassured that state police and 
Central forces have been ade-
quately deployed in vulnerable 
areas, especially agricultural 
zones.

“There is a visible im-
provement. I appeal to all 
civil society organisations 
from both sides to maintain 
calm. Isolated incidents may 
happen due to disruptive ele-
ments, but overall, the situ-
ation is steadily improving,” 
he added.
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Kolkata, July 5: Devotees 
pulled the chariots of Lord 
Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra 
and Devi Subhadra Saturday 
as the ‘Ulto Rath’ (Return 
Car) festival was celebrat-
ed across West Bengal with 
pomp and gaiety.

They congregated in Digha, 
the coastal town in Purba Med-
inipur district, where the Rath 
Yatra of the newly constructed 
Jagannath temple was cele-
brated for the fi rst time.

In Digha, around 200 km 
away from Kolkata, the char-
iots were pulled from ‘Masir 
Bari’ (the place of aunt of three 
sibling deities) to the new Ja-
gannath temple, covering a 
750-metre route.

Thousands of people gath-
ered along Park Street-JL 
Nehru Road crossing, Moula-
li, Park Circus 7 Point, Shake-
speare Sarani, Hungerford 
Street, ISKCON temple in Kol-
kata as the devotees danced to 
the beat of ‘Hare Krishna’ and 
‘Joy Jagannath’ when chariots 
were being pulled.

People made a scramble to 
touch the ropes to pull chari-
ots of the three deities as the 
ISKCON (International So-
ciety for Krishna Conscious-

ness)-organised religious 
procession went through key 
thoroughfares of central and 
south Kolkata before reaching 
the Radha Krishna temple on 
Albert Road.

Return Car procession was 
also taken out at Mayapur 
in Nadia district, the global 
headquarters of ISKCON, 
where thousands of devotees 
turned up.

Chariots were also pulled in 
different parts of the metropo-
lis and elsewhere in the state 
by religious organisations, and 
also many households where 
the idols are worshipped tra-
ditionally for years.

Amid beats of drums and 
cymbals, fl ower-decked char-
iots were also taken out in 
Mahesh (Hooghly district), 
Mahisadal (Purba Medinipur), 

Rathtala in Belgharia (North 
24 Parganas), Baghbazar (Kol-
kata), Jalpaiguri, Alipurduar, 
English Bazar (Malda) and 
other parts of the state on the 
occasion of Ulto Rath, being 
held nine days after Rath Ya-
tra June 27.

Fairs and exhibitions on 
roadsides and grounds in urban 
and rural areas attracted large 
crowds, including children.
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Zikzak (Meghalaya), July 5: 
Meghalaya Chief Minister Con-
rad K Sangma Saturday said 10 
metric tonnes of organic black 
pepper from South Garo Hills 
region were shipped out to 
Mumbai, the second big export 
from the area after an 11 MT of 
outbound consignment in 2023.

Mumbai-based Everest Spic-
es has procured the organic 
black pepper from here, he 
said.

Taking to X, Sangma said, 
“10 MT of organic black pep-
per facilitated by the Kerupa-
ra and Dingampara Integrated 
Village Cooperative Societies 
(IVCS) under Zikzak block, 
South West Garo Hills, shipped 
to Mumbai, the area’s second 
big export after 2023’s 11-tonne 
success.”

Backed by the Meghalaya 
Basin Management Agency 
and Meghalaya Livelihoods and 
Access to Markets Project, the 
local co-operatives are turning 
Garo’s organic black gold into a 
big opportunity, he said.

The growing demand for 
Meghalaya’s organic spices is 

encouraging more farmers to 
tap into its potential, the chief 
minister said.

The Meghalaya Basin Man-
agement Agency and the Me-
ghalaya Livelihoods and Ac-
cess to Markets Project support 
grassroots cooperatives in 
turning small-hold farming in-
to a scalable and market-driv-
en enterprise.

The state currently produc-
es over 22,000 metric tonnes 
of spices annually, including 
turmeric, ginger, black pepper, 
and bay leaf, an offi cial said.

With organic practices gain-
ing momentum, the state is 
emerging as a key player in In-
dia’s premium spice segment.

“This is a proud moment for 
our farmers and a leap forward 
towards sustainable agri-busi-
ness,” said the offi cial from 
South West Garo Hills.

It shows that even remote 
villages can lead in quality, 
sustainability, and market 
access, he said, adding that 
farmers across the Garo Hills 
are embracing organic farm-
ing and collective marketing, 
transforming the region into a 
thriving agri-export hub.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Agartala, July 5: A leader of 
the Tipra Motha Party (TMP) 
Saturday began a long march 
to New Delhi to urge the Centre 
to tackle the infi ltration issue 
in Tripura.

The TMP is an ally of the 
BJP-led coalition government.

TMP leader David Muras-
ing said he began the 2,500 km 
journey on foot from Agartala 
to New Delhi as a citizen of Tri-
pura to highlight his concern 
over infi ltration.

Murasing is also the zonal 
chairman of the Tripura Tribal 
Areas Autonomous District Coun-
cil (TTAADC) of Birchandramanu 
in South Tripura district.

“Infi ltration has been a se-
rious issue in Tripura for 75 
years. This is not only Tripu-
ra’s problem but also a nation-
al issue. If the demography of 
the northeastern state changes 
further due to infi ltration, the 
country will also face serious 
challenges,” he told reporters.

“My mission is to reach New 
Delhi’s Jantar Mantar and sub-
mit a memorandum to Delhi 
seeking stringent measures to 
stop infi ltration,” he said.

Murasing said the Centre had 
promised to fulfi l the Tiprasa 
accord signed between the Cen-
tral government and the state 
government (in March 2014) 
within six months. It has been 
one year now with no visible 
outcome forthcoming.

“The Centre might have for-
gotten the problem of Tripura 
because of its small geographi-
cal area. We are also citizens of 
the Republic of India. Our prob-
lem is the country’s problem,” 
Murasing said.

“Infi ltration is not all about 
the possibility of demographic 
change. It also poses a serious 

security challenge to our na-
tion. We want the Centre to 
handle the infi ltration issue 
with an iron hand to secure our 
safety and security,” he said.

Asserting that TMP supre-
mo Pradyot Kishore Manikya 
has lent full support to his long 
march, Murasing said he met 
Bubagra (King) and sought his 
blessings.

“Maharaja has full support 
for my mission. He blessed 
me. I embarked on a mission 
as a citizen of the state, not an 
active member of the party,” 
he said.

Earlier, Chief Minister Man-
ik Saha said that the northeast-
ern state is no longer a ‘safe 
zone’ for infi ltration due to 
proactive measures to prevent 
infi ltration from across the 
border.
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Aizawl, July 5: A fresh in-
fl ux of Myanmarese people 
was reported from Mizoram’s 
Champhai district Saturday af-
ter a fi erce gunfi ght broke out 
between two warring outfi ts in 
the neighbouring country, offi -
cials said.

Gunfi ghts reportedly took 
place between two pro-demo-
cratic forces, Chin National 
Defence Force (CNDF) and 
Chinland Defence Force (CD-
F)-Hualngoram, at Khawmawi, 
forcing locals to fl ee to Zokhaw-
thar village in Champhai.

Khawmawi in Myanmar 

and Zokhawthar in India are 
separated by the Tiau river. 
The number of people fl eeing 
the gunfi ght is yet to be ascer-
tained, offi cials said.

The CNDF and CDF operate 
in the Chin state, and cadres of 
the two groups belong to the 
same Zo ethnic tribes. The two 

outfi ts have been fi ghting over 
the last few days over control 
of the area, they said.

A leader of the Young Mizo 
Association (YMA) in Zokhaw-
thar said the gunfi ght has creat-
ed tension in the border village.

He said the YMA has urged 
both groups not to point their 

arms towards Zokhawthar, as 
bullets have hit some houses in 
the village. However, no casu-
alties have been reported so far 
in the border village, he said.

One person drowned in the 
Tiau river while fl eeing to In-
dia, and YMA volunteers were 
searching for him, he added.

Challenges aplenty for new Bengal BJP chief
FACTIONALISM, NARRATIVE CLARITY, CULTURAL DISCONNECT Manipur to shut relief

camps by Dec, begins
phased resettlement

Mizoram sees fresh infl ux of Myanmarese refugees

10 MT of organic black
pepper shipped from
Meghalaya to Mumbai

Tipra Motha leader begins foot
march to Delhi over infi ltration

The Centre might have 
forgotten the problem 
of Tripura because of 
its small geographical 

area. We are also citizens 
of the Republic of India. Our 
problem is the country’s 
problem
DAVID MURASING I TMP LEADER 

‘Ulto Rath’ festival celebrated across Bengal

Members of Socialist Unity Centre of India (Communist) in a scuffl e with police personnel during a protest against 
the alleged rape of a student at South Calcutta Law College, in Kolkata, Saturday  PTI Photo



Forest 
cover should 
increase 

across the coun-
try. Trees should 
be planted along 
roadsides and 
properly maintained. If you 
can't grow trees, you have no 
right to cut them

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE | CONGRESS PRESIDENT

Our one-
year-old 
efforts have 

become fruitful, 
and Himachal 
Pradesh State 
Electronics 
Development Corporation 
(HPSEDC) has received the 
license as a registered recruit-
ment agency, and the Ministry 
of External Affairs has provided 
us a list of jobs available in 
various countries

SUKHVINDER SINGH SUKHU | CHIEF MINISTER, 
HIMACHAL PRADESH
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TAKHT PATNA SAHIB DECLARES 
SUKHBIR BADAL ‘TANKHAIYA’
The high priests of Takht Sri Patna Sahib in Bihar 
Saturday pronounced Shiromani Akali Dal chief 
Sukhbir Singh Badal ‘tankhaiya’ (guilty of religious 
punishment) for failing to appear before it and ig-
noring its directions. Takht Sri Patna Sahib is one of 
the fi ve temporal seats of Sikhism. The Akal Takht in 
Amritsar is the supreme temporal seat

The construction of three NHs is 
in an advanced stage and major 
works would be completed in 
2026 and 2027 while the project 
for which Detailed Project Report 
(DPR) is under preparation would 
be completed in 2028
JP NADDA | UNION HEALTH MINISTER

Not every-
one gets the 
privilege 

of visiting 
Kailash-Mansa-
rovar. It is not 
just a religious 
journey but a path to 
spiritual awakening

PUSHKAR SINGH DHAMI | CHIEF MINISTER, 
UTTARAKHAND

Central team to visit 
Kerala over Nipah cases
New Delhi: The Union 
Health Ministry is 
considering deploying the 
National Joint Outbreak 
Response Team (NJORT) 
to Kerala to assist the 
government in implementing 
public health measures, 
following the detection 
of two Nipah virus cases, 
sources said Saturday. The 
Central Surveillance Unit 
of the Integrated Disease 
Surveillance Programme 
(IDSP), NCDC, is in close 
contact with the state unit 
and is actively monitoring 
the situation, they added. 
The State Control Room 
has been activated for 
coordinating the various 
containment activities. 

Pilot’s illness 
delays IndiGo fl ight
Mumbai: A Pune-bound 
IndiGo fl ight from Delhi was 
delayed by four-and-a-half 
hours after its pilot fell sick 
just before the takeoff Friday. 
The airline in a statement 
Saturday said that it provided 
“appropriate” medical 
assistance to the pilot and 
arranged for an alternative 
crew to operate the fl ight, 
6E2262, July 4. 

Terrorist hideout 
busted in Poonch
Mendhar/Jammu: Security 
forces Saturday busted a 
terrorist hideout in Poonch 
district of Jammu and 
Kashmir and recovered 
arms and ammunition, 
offi cials said. The hideout 
was unearthed during a joint 
search operation by police 
and Army in Surankote 
forests, they said. No one was 
arrested in the operation. The 
security forces recovered three 
hand grenades, 14 rounds of AK 
assault rifl e, six pistol rounds, 
a wire cutter, a multi-purpose 
knife, a multi-data cable 
connector, fi ve pencil cells, an 
iron rod and a paint box from 
the hideout, the offi cials said. 

8 killed as SUV 
collides with wall 
Sambhal (UP): Eight people 
died while two others were 
injured after their SUV rammed 
into a wall in Sambhal district 
of Uttar Pradesh, police said 
Saturday. The accident occurred 
when a groom and nine others, 
who were accompanying 
him, were en route from 
Har Govindpur village to 
Sirtoul in Budaun, Additional 
Superintendent of Police (South) 
Anukriti Sharma said. 

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, July 5: The Centre 
has asked states to take strict 
action on manufacturers and 
retailers selling sub-standard 
helmets to ensure the safety of 
two-wheeler riders.

“The Department of Consum-
er Affairs and the Bureau of 
Indian Standards (BIS) appeal 
to consumers across the coun-
try to use only BIS-certifi ed 
helmets,” an offi cial statement 
said Saturday.

The department also called 
for strict enforcement against 
the manufacture or sale of 
helmets without BIS certifi-

cation, it added.
“With over 21 crore 

two-wheelers on Indian roads, 
rider safety is paramount,” 
the department said, add-
ing that wearing a helmet is 
mandatory under the Motor 
Vehicles Act, 1988.

It pointed out that the sale 
of sub-standard helmets com-
promises safety. A Quality 
Control Order has been in 
force since 2021, mandating 
ISI-marked helmets certified 
under BIS standards for all 
two-wheeler riders.

As of June 2025, there are 
176 manufacturers across In-
dia holding valid BIS licenses 

for protective helmets.
“The Department has ob-

served that many helmets 
sold on roadsides lack the 

mandatory BIS certification, 
posing significant risks to 
consumers and numerous fa-
talities in road accidents,” the 
statement said.

To enforce quality standards, 
the BIS conducts regular fac-
tory and market surveillance. 
During the last fi scal year, 
more than 500 helmet samples 
were tested, and more than 30 
search-and-seizure operations 
were carried out for misuse of 
the BIS Standard Mark.

In one Delhi operation, over 
2,500 non-compliant helmets 
were seized from 9 manufac-
turers with expired or can-
celled licences.

Similar action at 17 retail 
and roadside locations led 
to the seizure of around 500 
substandard helmets. Earlier, 
the Department of Consumer 
Affairs had written to District 
Collectors (DCs) and District 
Magistrates (DMs) to launch 
a nationwide campaign and 
take stern action against man-
ufacturers and retailers who 
sell non-compliant helmets for 
two-wheeler riders.

BIS branch offices were 
instructed to engage con-
tinuously with district ad-
ministrations and police 
departments to support this 
campaign.

Centre asks states to crack down on sub-standard helmets
The Department of Consumer Affairs and the Bureau of Indian Standards called for strict enforcement against the manufacture or sale of helmets without BIS certifi cation
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New Delhi, July 5: The Asso-
ciation of Democratic Reforms 
has moved the Supreme Court, 
challenging the Election Com-
mission’s direction for a Spe-
cial Intensive Revision, or SIR, 
of electoral rolls in Bihar.

The EC June 24 issued in-
structions to carry out an SIR 
in Bihar, apparently to weed 
out ineligible names and ensure 
only eligible citizens are includ-
ed in the electoral roll. Bihar 
goes to the polls later this year.

The NGO has sought the set-
ting aside of the order and com-
munication, arguing that it vio-
lates Articles 14, 19, 21, 325, and 
326 of the Constitution, as well 
as provisions of the Represen-
tation of People’s Act, 1950, and 
Rule 21A of the Registration of 
Electors Rules, 1960.

Advocate Prashant Bhushan, 
who fi led the plea, said the EC 
order “can arbitrarily and with-
out due process” disenfranchise 
lakhs of voters and disrupt free 
and fair elections.

“That the documentation 
requirements of the directive, 
lack of due process as well as 
the unreasonably short time-
line for the said Special Inten-
sive Revision of Electoral Roll 
in Bihar further make this 
exercise bound to result in re-
moval of names of lakhs of gen-
uine voters from electoral rolls 
leading to their disenfranchise-
ment,” Prashant Bhushan said.

The last such revision in 
Bihar was conducted in 2003. 
According to the EC, the exer-
cise was necessitated by rapid 

urbanisation, frequent migra-
tion, young citizens becoming 
eligible to vote, non-reporting 
of deaths, and inclusion of the 
names of foreign illegal immi-
grants.

It said that with the exercise, 
it wants to ensure the integrity 
and preparation of error-free 
electoral rolls.

The SIR is being conducted 
by the booth offi cers, who are 
conducting a house-to-house 
survey for verifi cation.

The EC said it will scrupu-
lously adhere to the constitu-
tional and legal provisions as 
laid down in Article 326 of the 
Constitution and Section 16 of 
the Representation of the Peo-
ple Act, 1950, in carrying out 
the revision.

ADR moves SC over Bihar 
electoral rolls revision

The EC issued 
instructions to carry out 
an SIR in Bihar June 24, 
apparently to weed out 

ineligible names and 
ensure only eligible 

citizens are included in 
the electoral roll. Bihar 

goes to the polls 
later this year
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New Delhi, July 5: A Del-
hi court Saturday declared 
UK-based arms consultant 
Sanjay Bhandari a fugitive 
economic offender on a plea 
from the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED), an order that will 
allow the agency to confiscate 
all his assets that are worth 
crores of rupees.

District Judge (Tis Hazari) 
Sanjeev Aggarwal said in his 
order the court was 
satisfied that 
“Sh. Sanjay 
Bhandari, 
S/o Late 
Sh. R K 
Bhan-
dari, is a 
fugitive 
economic 
offender un-
der section 
12(1) of the Fu-
gitive Economic 
Offenders Act, 2018 
and is declared as such under 
the above provision(s) of the 
Fugitive Economic Offenders 
Act, 2018”.

The order has come as a 
shot in the arm for the federal 
probe agency as it will now be 
able to confiscate assets worth 
crores of rupees of Bhandari, 
whose chances to come to In-
dia have been virtually nulli-
fied after a UK court recently 
ruled against his extradition.

Bhandari’s legal team, 
while opposing the ED’s move 
to get him declared a fugitive 
offender, claimed that its “cli-
ent’s stay could not be called 
illegal in the UK as he has a 
legal right to reside in the UK 
and the GOI is bound by the 
judgment of the UK court.... 
Bhandari is legally living 

there, and declaring him a 
‘fugitive’ in that scenario is 
legally wrong”.

The court said the “extradi-
tion attempt may have failed, 
but it will not make the ac-
cused an angel or immune 
from the prosecution for the 
violation of Indian laws”.

“The FEO proceedings are 
another way of making one 
come back to India to face tri-
al by coercing him to return 
by attachment, confiscation 

of the properties of such 
a fugitive economic 

offender and pro-
ceeds of crime 

and by disen-
titling such a 
fugitive eco-
nomic offend-
er from put-
ting forward 

or defending 
any civil claim,” 

it said.
Therefore, the 

100-page order said the 
Fugitive Economic Offenders 
(FEO) Act is in the nature of 
coercion, saying that if one 
does not come back, the gov-
ernment will confiscate and 
seize all his assets once he has 
been shown or declared as a 
fugitive economic offender, 
in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Act.

Bhandari (63) fled to Lon-
don in 2016, soon after the 
income-tax (I-T) department 
raided him in Delhi.

The ED filed a criminal case 
against Bhandari and others 
under the Prevention of Mon-
ey Laundering Act (PMLA) in 
February 2017, taking cogni-
sance of an I-T department 
chargesheet filed against him 
under the anti-black money 
law of 2015.

UK-based arms consultant 
Sanjay Bhandari declared 
fugitive economic offender

Death of 5 tigers in Karnataka: 
Minister suspends 2 offi cials

Bangalore: Karnataka Forest Minister Esh-
war Khandre has suspended two offi cials for 
negligence and dereliction of duty in connec-
tion with the ‘unnatural death’ of fi ve tigers in 
the Male Mahadeshwara(MM) Hills, offi cials 
said. The minister has also recommended the 
suspension of Deputy Conservator of Forests 
(DCF) Y Chakrapani in connection with the 
issue, they said. A female tigress and her four 
cubs were found dead in the Hugyam range 
of the MM Hills June 26. Khandre also rec-
ommended departmental inquiries into their 
conduct. Following the incident, authorities 
arrested three individuals, including the cow's 
owner, who allegedly poisoned the cow's car-
cass, suspected of causing the tigers’ deaths.

New Delhi: The National Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) has arrested two key men allegedly 
involved in traffi cking of humans to the US via 
the infamous ‘dunki’ route, offi cials said Satur-
day. The arrests came after searches at a loca-
tion each in Himachal Pradesh and Delhi, they 
said. The accused, Sunny alias Sunny Donker 
of Dharamshala of Kangra district in HP, and 
Shubham Sandhal alias Deep Hundi of Ropar, 
Punjab, who was living in Outer Delhi's Peer-
agarhi, were arrested on Friday, the NIA said in 
a statement. Both, the probe agency said, were 
associates of Gagandeep Singh alias Goldy, who 
was arrested in March. Gagandeep was arrested 
on a complaint of a victim, who was traffi cked to 
the US using the dunki route and was deported 
to India this February. 

NIA arrests 2 key men involved in human 
traffi cking to US via ‘dunki’ route

SNIPPETSModi lays wreath at San Martin Memorial

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 5: Rajya 
Sabha MP Kapil Sibal Satur-
day said the Supreme Court’s 
in-house inquiry report in 
Allahabad High Court Judge 
Yashwant Varma's case has 
“no constitutional relevance” 
as an investigation can only 
take place under the Judges 
Inquiry Act.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Sibal also accused the 
government of protecting Jus-
tice Shekhar Yadav and ques-
tioned the Rajya Sabha Secre-
tariat over its attempt to reach 
out to him for the reported ver-
ifi cation of his signature on the 
notice to move an impeachment 
motion against the judge for 
making “communal remarks” 
last year at a VHP event.

On the Justice Varma case, 
Sibal said, “Under Article 124 of 
the Constitution, if 50 members 
of the Rajya Sabha or 100 mem-
bers of the Lok Sabha submit a 
notice for moving a motion (for 
impeachment), then a judges in-
quiry committee is set up under 
the Judges Inquiry Act.”

But only Parliament has the 
power to constitute such a com-
mittee, said Sibal, who is also a 
senior advocate.

Parliament can make a law, 
under that law an investiga-
tion will be done, and after the 
probe, a decision will be given 
on misbehaviour or incapacity 
of a judge, he said.

‘SC report on Justice 
Varma case has no 
constitutional relevance’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Buenos Aires, July 5: Prime 
Minister Modi Saturday laid a 
wreath here at the memorial 
of General Jose de San Martin, 
regarded as a national hero in 
Argentina.

José Francisco de San Martín 
y Matorras is also known as the 
liberator of the South Ameri-
can nations Argentina, Chile 
and Peru. PM Modi arrived in 
Argentina Friday evening on a 
two-day visit during which he 
will hold talks with the coun-
try’s top leadership to review 
ongoing cooperation and dis-
cuss ways to enhance bilateral 
partnership in key areas.

This is the fi rst Indian bilat-

eral visit at the prime minis-
terial level to Argentina in 57 
years. It is Modi’s second visit 
to the country as prime minis-
ter; he had visited in 2018 for 
the G20 Summit.

It also marks the third stop 
on the prime minister’s fi ve-na-
tion visit.

Modi will hold wide-ranging 
talks with President Milei to 

further boost India-Argentina 
partnership in key areas in-
cluding defence, agriculture, 
mining, oil and gas, renewable 
energy, trade and investment, 
according to the MEA.

“The bilateral visit of the 
prime minister will further 
deepen the multifaceted strate-
gic partnership between India 
and Argentina,” it said in a state-
ment ahead of Argentina visit.

In his departure statement, 
the prime minister said that 
Argentina is a key economic 
partner in Latin America and 
a close collaborator in the G20 
and that he looked forward to 
discussions with President 
Javier Milei, whom he had met 
last year.

Pilgrims proceed towards the Amarnath shrine at Panchtarni, in Anantnag district, Jammu and Kashmir, Saturday     PTI PHOTO

Bhandari 
(63) fl ed to 

London in 2016, 
soon after the 

income-tax (I-T) 
department 
raided him 

in Delhi



Govt employees 
and politicians get 
free healthcare. 
Poor people get 
Free `5 Lakh 
health coverage.
Average 

Indians buy Insurance to protect 
themselves in private hospitals and 
pay 18% GST on that. 
Incredible India.
 @RajeshwariRW
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KANGANA ON WAY TO MANDI 
TO VISIT RAIN-RAVAGED AREAS
BJP’s Mandi MP Kangana Ranaut Saturday was on 
her way to the fl ash fl oods- and landslide-hit areas 
of the Himachal Pradesh district, a day after the 
Congress took potshots that the state party leader-
ship was riled by her absence. As many as 14 people 
have died and search is on for 31 missing people, 
as cloudbursts, fl ash fl oods and landslides caused 
massive destruction in Mandi district Tuesday

Piyush Goyal can 
beat his chest all 
he wants, mark 
my words, Modi 
will meekly bow 
to the Trump tariff 
deadline 
RAHUL GANDHI | CONGRESS LEADER

Thai Lion fl ight to 
Bangkok cancelled 
Kolkata: A Thai Lion Air fl ight 
to Bangkok from Kolkata’s 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
International Airport was 
cancelled early Saturday 
due to a “technical snag”, 
offi cials said. The fl ight with 
130 passengers and seven 
crew on board returned to 
the parking bay after it was 
pushed back for taxing to the 
runway due to a “technical 
snag”, offi cials said. Later, 
the fl ight was cancelled 
for the day. According to 
Airports Authority of India 
(AAI) offi cials at the airport 
the aircraft landed at Kolkata 
around 1.23 am Saturday 
and was supposed to take 
off at 2.35 am for travelling 
to the Bangkok Don Mueang 
International Airport (DMK).

1 killed, another hurt
in bomb explosion
Kolkata: One person was killed 
and another was injured in a 
crude bomb explosion in West 
Bengal’s Purba Bardhaman 
district, police said Saturday. 
The incident took place around 
8.30 pm in Rajoa village under 
Katwa sub-division triggering 
panic among residents. The 
blast was so intense that it 
blew off the tin roof of the 
house where bomb-making 
was going on, they said. Locals 
said the explosion occurred 
in an abandoned house, 
often frequented by anti-
social elements, allegedly for 
manufacturing crude bombs. 

Naxalite killed in 
Bijapur encounter 
Bijapur: A Naxalite was killed 
in an encounter with security 
personnel in Chhattisgarh’s 
Bijapur district, police said 
Saturday. A gunfi ght broke 
out in the Indravati National 
Park area when a joint team 
of security forces was out on 
an anti-Naxal operation, an 
offi cial said.

Ladli Behna 
Yojana 
benefi ciaries 

would receive 
`1,250 plus an 
additional `250 on 
Raksha Bandhan. 
After Diwali, the monthly benefi t 
would be hiked to `1,500

MOHAN YADAV | CHIEF MINISTER, 
MADHYA PRADESH

We don't 
want 
quantity, we 

want quality. Our 
youngsters want 
to be millionaires 
overnight and 
blame the government when they 
fail. Without consistency, hard 
work, and humility, no business or 
movement can survive

JACOB ZHIMOMI | NAGALAND MINISTER 
FOR COOPERATION

Governments 
at the Centre 
and in the 

state have put 
the country up for 
sale. They have 
now hatched a 
conspiracy to deprive the poor of 
their voting rights with the Bihar 
assembly elections less than three 
months away

RABRI DEVI | FORMER CHIEF MINISTER, BIHAR

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Anand (Gujarat), July 5: 
Union Home and Cooperation 
Minister Amit Shah Saturday 
said India’s fi rst national uni-
versity for cooperatives com-
ing up in Gujarat will work to 
end nepotism as only persons 
trained by it will get jobs in this 
sector in the future.

Shah was addressing a gath-

ering at the campus of Anand 
Agriculture University after 
laying the foundation stone of 
Tribhuvan Sahkari Universi-
ty (TSU) that will be built on a 
125-acre plot at a cost of `The 
university has been named 
after the late Tribhuvandas 
Keshubhai Patel, one of the pi-
oneers of the cooperative move-
ment in India who was instru-
mental in laying the foundation 
of Amul. Born October 22, 1903, 
in Kheda in Anand, Patel died 
June 3, 1994.

“The upcoming university 
will work to address the al-
legations of nepotism in this 
sector. Unlike the past, when 
people were fi rst hired and 
then trained, only trained peo-
ple will get jobs in this sector in 
the future,” Shah said.

The Union minister said the 
university will also address the 
existing “weaknesses” in this 
sector and fi ll the training gaps 

in the domain that engages ev-
ery fourth person of the coun-
try, or about 30 crore people.

He said the cooperatives 
sector in India has no dearth 
of talent and what the country 
requires now is trained man-
power.

TSU will fi ll this “mega vac-

uum” which has stopped the 
progress of this sector, he said.

Shah also sought to address 
criticism from some quarters 
about the upcoming university 
not being named after Dr Ver-
ghese Kurien, the father of the 
White Revolution, saying his 
role in the cooperatives sector 

can never be denied.
“Patel sahab (Tribhuvan Pa-

tel) enlightened and nurtured 
the cooperative movement... it 
was his vision that the sector is 
standing strong today,” he said.

Shah said it was Patel who 
sent Kurien to study in the 
Netherlands, adding those 
“who say that Kurien’s con-

tribution to this sector was 
not being acknowledged were 
the ones who did nothing to 
celebrate his birth centenary”.

It is Amul that is celebrating 
his legacy, he said. Congress 
leaders who raised such ques-
tions do not know that Patel 
was from their party. The BJP 
did not even exist then, the 
minister said.

Shah said the TSU will not 
only produce a talented work-
force but also leaders like Patel 
for the cooperatives sector.

It will also work to frame 
policies, undertake research 
and development initiatives 
and standardise the course 
material to be taught at var-
ious educational forums for 
cooperatives.

The minister said the uni-
versity will prepare experts 
who will run the proposed co-
operatives like taxi services, 
startups and digital platforms.

India’s fi rst cooperative univ will curb nepotism, boost training: Shah
The university has 
been named after the 
late Tribhuvandas 
Keshubhai Patel, 
one of the pioneers 
of the cooperative 
movement in India 
who was instrumental 
in laying the 
foundation of Amul

Shah was addressing a 
gathering at the campus 

of Anand Agriculture 
University after laying 
the foundation stone of 

Tribhuvan Sahkari 
University (TSU) that 

will be built on a 125-acre 
plot at a cost of 

`500 crore

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ramban/Jammu, July 5: At 
least 36 Amarnath pilgrims, 
hailing from different states, 
suffered minor injuries when 
fi ve buses slammed into each 
other in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Ramban district Saturday, offi -
cials said.

The buses were part of a con-
voy headed for the Pahalgam 
base camp of the pilgrimage 
in south Kashmir from Jam-
mu’s Bhagwati Nagar. All the 
injured persons rejoined the 
yatra after receiving treatment 
at the Ramban district hospital.

The accident took place near 
Chanderkote, along the Jam-
mu-Srinagar national highway, 
at around 8 am due to the failure 
of the brakes of one of the buses 
in the convoy, the offi cials said.

“There was a minor accident 
at Chanderkote when a Pahal-
gam-bound vehicle collided with 
other stationary vehicles due 
to brake failure,” Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha said in 
a statement. He said 36 pilgrims 
received minor injuries in the 
incident. They were discharged 
after preliminary treatment and 
resumed the journey towards 
the 3,880-metre cave shrine in 
the south Kashmir Himalayas, 
the statement said.

“By the blessings of Lord Shi-
va, all the devotees are safe,” 
the LG said.

“Our priority is the safety of 
all pilgrims. Directed the offi -
cials concerned to implement 
comprehensive safety mea-
sures for vehicles of pilgrims 
undertaking Amarnath Yatra 
and ensure safety checks at all 
key locations and uninterrupt-
ed availability of food and medi-
cines at Yatra route,” he added.

Earlier, the LG spoke to Jam-

mu Divisional Commissioner 
Ramesh Kumar and Ramban 
Deputy Commissioner Mo-
hammad Alyas Khan and asked 
them to provide all necessary 
assistance to the injured pil-
grims.

Sinha had asked senior of-
fi cials to remain on alert and 
ensure all necessary arrange-
ments for a hassle-free journey 
of the pilgrims, a spokesperson 
of the Raj Bhavan said.

The LG applauded the swift 
response of the district admin-
istration and health offi cials.

Earlier, the Ramban deputy 
commissioner said the last ve-
hicle of the Pahalgam convoy 
lost control and hit stranded 
vehicles at the Chanderkote 
Langer site, damaging four ve-
hicles and causing minor inju-
ries to 36 pilgrims.

He said the government of-
fi cials already present at the 
site rushed the injured to the 
district hospital.

Several senior police offi cers 
visited the hospital to monitor 
the treatment of the injured 
and directed the chief medical 
offi cer to ensure the best care.

“The yatris were later shift-
ed to other vehicles for their 
onward journey,” the deputy 
commissioner said.

Union minister Jitendra 
Singh said he spoke to the 
Ramban deputy commissioner 
after learning about the road 
accident.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 5: The Con-
gress Saturday alleged that 
the BJP-JDU government in 
Bihar has failed to maintain 
law and order in the state and 
demanded that a special As-
sembly session be convened 
to discuss this as well as the 
issue of intensive revision of 
electoral rolls.

The party also alleged that 
special intensive revision is 
a “deliberate conspiracy” to 
help the BJP win the elections.

Assembly elections are 
due in Bihar in the next few 
months and the opposition 
parties have strongly object-

ed to the intensive revision 
process.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the AICC headquarters 
at Indira Bhawan, Congress 
leader Akhilesh Prasad Singh 
claimed that there was a time 
when entire Bihar was known 
as a land of peace, harmony, 
knowledge, and penance, but 
today, but not any more as bul-
lets of goons were spewing fi re.

He said on one hand the 
ADG, Law and Order, says 
that increasing attacks on the 
police are a matter of concern 
and on the other hand, crimi-
nals fi re bullets near the res-
idence of Tejashwi Yadav in 
Patna, but are still at large.

Referring to Friday’s mur-
der of prominent businessman 
Gopal Khemka, Singh said a 
few years ago his son was also 

killed. This is a matter of great 
concern, he noted.

“Murders are happening 
daily in almost all districts 

of Bihar, but the government 
seems unaffected by it. The 
government has left the peo-
ple of Bihar to fend for them-
selves,” he claimed.

Accusing the state govern-
ment of having failed on the 
law and order front, Singh said 
that whenever there is an al-
liance between Nitish Kumar 
and the BJP in Bihar, crimes 
like murder and rape increase 
in the state.

“Bihar is currently passing 
through a crisis, for which we 
should exert pressure on the 
government to convene a ses-
sion of the legislative assembly 
on the issue of Bihar’s ‘goonda 
raj’,” he told reporters.

BIHAR LAW 
AND ORDER Cong demands special Assembly session

Assembly 
elections are 
due in Bihar in 
the next few 
months and 
the opposition 
parties have 
strongly objected 
to the intensive 
revision process

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 5: US author-
ities have arrested fugitive dia-
mantaire Nirav Modi’s younger 
brother, Nehal Modi, following 
extradition requests from the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
and the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI), offi cials said 
Saturday.

Nehal Modi, who is the sub-
ject of a Red Notice issued by the 
Interpol, was taken into custody 
Friday, US offi cials told Indian 
authorities.

The next hearing in the matter 
is scheduled for July 17, during 
which Nehal Modi, a Belgian na-
tional, may seek bail -- a move 
expected to be contested by US 
prosecutors, the offi cials said.

The arrest stems from a joint 
extradition plea submitted by 
the ED and the CBI.

The proceedings, led by US 
federal prosecutors, are based 
on two charges -- one count 
of money laundering under 
section 3 of the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act (PM-
LA) and one count of criminal 
conspiracy under sections 120B 
(criminal conspiracy) and 201 
(disappearance of evidence) of 
the Indian Penal Code.

Nehal Modi (46) is an accused 
in the alleged ̀ 13,000 crore Pun-
jab National Bank (PNB) fraud 
-- one of the biggest banking 
scams -- reportedly orchestrat-
ed by him, Nirav Modi and their 
uncle, Mehul Choksi.

Nirav Modi had, through his 
companies, siphoned off ap-
proximately `6,498 crore from 
the PNB by issuing fraudulent 
letters of undertaking (LoUs), 
while the remaining amount 
was misappropriated by his 
uncle in a similar modus ope-

randi, according to the CBI 
chargesheet. Born and raised 
in Belgium’s Antwerp and fl uent 
in English, Gujarati and Hindi, 
Nehal Deepak Modi is wanted 
in India for allegedly launder-
ing proceeds of crime on behalf 
of his brother, Nirav Modi, who 
remains incarcerated in a Lon-
don prison, facing extradition 
proceedings to India.

It is alleged that Nehal Mo-
di played a pivotal role in con-
cealing and transferring large 
sums of illicit money through 
a labyrinthine web of shell 
companies and offshore trans-
actions, in violation of Indian 
fi nancial laws.

He has been named as an ac-
cused in separate chargesheets 
fi led by both the ED and the CBI.

In the ED chargesheet, Nehal 
Modi has been charged with de-
struction of evidence and “know-
ingly and intentionally” assist-
ing Nirav Modi in his alleged 
illegal acts, the offi cials said.

The ED has claimed that after 
the PNB scandal came to light, 
Nehal Modi, along with Nirav 
Modi’s close confi dante and 
executive Mihir R Bhansali, 
“transported 50 kg of gold and 
substantial cash from Dubai”, 
and instructed dummy direc-
tors not to reveal his identity 
to investigating authorities.

PNB-FRAUD CASE

Nirav Modi’s brother held in US 
36 Amarnath pilgrims hurt 
after 5 buses collide in J&K

Nehal Modi (46) is an 
accused in the alleged 
`13,000 crore Punjab 
National Bank (PNB) 

fraud -- one of the biggest 
banking scams -- 

reportedly orchestrated 
by him, Nirav Modi and 

their uncle, Mehul Choksi

The buses were part of 
a convoy headed for the 
Pahalgam base camp of 
the pilgrimage in south 
Kashmir from Jammu’s 
Bhagwati Nagar. All the 
injured persons rejoined 
the yatra after receiving 
treatment at the Ramban 
district hospital

Police use water cannon to disperse Congress workers during a protest demanding the resignation of Kerala Health Minister 
Veena George over the death of a woman in a building collapse at Kottayam Medical College, in Thiruvananthapuram, Saturday

4 dead, 4 injured 
after portion of 
coal mine collapses 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ramgarh, July 5: Four peo-
ple were killed and four others 
injured after part of an aban-
doned coal mine collapsed 
during “illegal” mining in 
Jharkhand’s Ramgarh district 
in the early hours of Saturday, 
an offi cial said.

The incident happened at the 
Karma project in Mahua Tangri 
in Kuju Outpost area.

“Four bodies have been 
recovered from the accident 
site, while four injured were 
rescued,” Sub-Divisional Offi -
cer (SDO) of Ramgarh Anurag 
Kumar Tiwari told PTI.

The deceased were identifi ed 
as Md Imtiyaz, Rameshwar 
Manjhi, Wakil Karmali and 
Nirmal Munda. All of them 
hailed from nearby villages.

The relief and rescue opera-
tion has been called off after the 
debris was removed, a police 
offi cer said.

“There is no possibility of 
any person being trapped in-
side as the debris has been 
removed,” Ramgarh’s SDPO 
Parmeshwar Prasad said.

SP Ajay Kumar said the 
abandoned mine belonged to 
Central Coalfi elds Ltd.

“The company has its own 
security personnel to stop such 
illegal activities. We extended 
our cooperation to CCL after 
we received the information,” 
he said.

A section of villagers demon-
strated near the CCL Karma 
Project offi ce to protest the 
incident and demand compen-
sation.

NATIONAL HERALD CASE

'AICC attempted 
to revive AJL'
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 5: Senior ad-
vocate RS Cheema, representing 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi, 
Saturday argued that the AICC 
was not trying to sell the assets 
of Associated Journals Limited 
(AJL) but rather attempting to 
save the institution which was 
part of the freedom movement.

Cheema, in his arguments 
before Special Judge Vishal 
Gogne, quoted Mark Twain and 
Urdu poet Wasim Barelvi to 
drive home his rebuttal against 
the Enforcement Directorate’s 
(EDs) allegations.

The federal agency has ac-
cused Sonia and Rahul Gandhi, 
late Congress leaders Motilal Vo-
ra and Oscar Fernandes, as well 
as Suman Dubey, Sam Pitroda, 
and a private company, Young 
Indian, of conspiracy and money 
laundering over the fraudulent 
takeover of properties valued 
at over `2,000 crore belonging 
to Associated Journals Limited 
(AJL), which published the Na-
tional Herald newspaper.

“Can my friend (ED counsel) 
tell me why they were shy about 
placing the Memorandum of As-
sociation (MoA) of AJL? AJL was 
established in 1937 by Jawaharlal 
Nehru, J. B. Kripalani, Rafi  Ahmed 
Kidwai, and others,” he said.
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CHINA’S FIRST 
LEGOLAND OPENS 
A giant 26-metre Lego fi gure named 
Dada welcomed visitors to the new 
Legoland resort in Shanghai.  The 
resort, which opened Saturday, is 
the fi rst in China. It is one of 11 parks 
across the world and was built with 
85 million Lego bricks.

I don't think he’s 
(President Putin) 
looking to stop 
(the fi ghting), 
and that's too 
bad
DONALD TRUMP | 
US PRESIDENT

Struck Russian 
airbase: Ukraine 
Kyiv: Ukraine said it 
struck a Russian airbase 
Saturday, while Russia 
continued to pound 
Ukraine with hundreds of 
drones overnight as part 
of a stepped-up bombing 
campaign that has further 
dashed hopes for a 
breakthrough in efforts to 
end the more than 3-year-
old war. Ukraine's military 
General Staff said Saturday 
that Ukrainian forces had 
struck the Borisoglebsk 
airbase in Russia's Voronezh 
region, describing it as the 
“home base” of Russia's 
Su-34, Su-35S and Su-
30SM fi ghter jets. Writing 
on Facebook, the General 
Staff said it hit a depot 
containing glide bombs, 
a training aircraft and 
“possibly other aircraft." 
Russian offi cials did not 
immediately comment on 
the attack. Such attacks 
on Russian airbases aim 
to dent Russia's military 
capability and demonstrate 
Ukraine's capability to hit 
high-value targets in Russia. 
Last month, Ukraine said 
it destroyed more than 40 
Russian planes stationed 
at several airfi elds deep 
in Russia's territory in a 
surprise drone attack. 
Russia fi red 322 drones 
and decoys into Ukraine 
overnight into Saturday, 
Ukraine's air force said. Of 
these, 157 were shot down 
and 135 were lost, likely 
having been electronically 
jammed.

Karachi building 
collapse toll 19
Karachi: The death toll from 
a collapsed old residential 
building in Karachi's Lyari 
area climbed to 19 Saturday, 
with rescue teams fearing 
the casualties could rise 
further as an operation 
to clear the debris is 
still underway.  Deputy 
Commissioner South Javed 
Leghari said that the rescue 
teams had recovered 19 
bodies so far while six 
injured were being treated 
in hospital. “Unfortunately, 
rescue teams who have 
been working since 
yesterday afternoon fear 
there are more bodies under 
the debris and rubble of the 
building and the casualties 
will increase,” he said. The 
fi ve-storey building in the 
Baghdadi area of Lyari 
collapsed on Friday. Initially 
Karachi Mayor Murtaza 
Wahab told the media at 
the incident site that seven 
bodies had been recovered 
and the injured were moved to 
hospital. The building was on 
the list of dilapidated buildings 
in the old areas of Karachi. 
Leghari said there were 22 old 
buildings out of which 16 had 
been vacated by the authorities 
but six still remained 
occupied by residents who 
didn't want to leave.

This (mob vi-
olence) is not 
a refl ection of 

public distrust of 
the judiciary, rath-
er an expression of 
anger accumulated 
in the past 17 years (against the 
past regime)

MOHAMMAD ASADUZZAMAN |  
BANGLADESH'S ATTORNEY GENERAL

It is factually 
not correct 
that Hafi z 

Saeed is a free 
man; he is in the 
custody of the 
Pakistani state

BILAWAL BHUTTO ZARDARI  | PAKISTAN’S 
FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER

Continued 
peace, 
stability and 

growth in ASEAN 
will transform our 
entire region – and 
this will translate 
to better jobs, opportunities and 
living standards for all our peoples

LAWRENCE WONG  |  
SINGAPORE PRIME MINISTER

SHORT TAKES
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Paris, July 5: Cries of “It is 
warm!” rang out across the 
Seine Saturday morning as 
Parisians jumped into the riv-
er — legally — for the fi rst time 
in more than 100 years.

Public swimming was al-
lowed in designated areas of 
the Seine, including two new-
ly built wooden decks near 
the Eiffel Tower and the Ile 
Saint-Louis in central Paris. 
Before sunrise, a municipal 
offi cer skimmed away the last 
few patches of algae with a fi sh-
net. Soon after, a line of eager 
Parisians formed, towels in 
hand, waiting for their chance 
to jump in.

Woos and cries of joy echoed 
across the riverbanks as the 
fi rst swimmers entered the 
emerald-green water.

Every swimmer wore a 
bright yellow lifebuoy tied 
around their waist, part of 
strict safety measures en-
forced by a dozen lifeguards 
in high-visibility vests. The 
current was weak, just enough 
to tug gently at their limbs — a 
reminder that this is still a liv-
ing, urban river.

“It's so nice to swim in the 
heart of the city, especially with 
the high temperatures we've 
been having lately,” said Amine 
Hocini, a 25-year-old construc-
tion worker from Paris. “I'm 
surprised because I thought it 
was going to be cooler and in 
fact, it's much warmer than I 
thought.”

The return to swimming 
follows a 1.4 billion euro ($1.5 
billion) cleanup project tied to 
last year's Olympics. Offi cials 
now say the Seine meets Euro-

pean water quality standards 
on most days. Mayor Anne Hi-
dalgo, who already took a dip 
last year, was there Saturday 
morning, holding up a trans-
parent bottle fi lled with river 
water as a show of confi dence. 
Environmental authorities con-
fi rmed bacteria levels were well 
below offi cial thresholds.

Swimming in the Seine had 
been illegal since 1923, with a 

few exceptions, due to pollution 
and risks posed by river nav-
igation. Taking a dip outside 
bathing areas is still banned 
for safety reasons.

From the deck, tourists 
and morning joggers stopped 
to watch. Some applauded as 
swimmers climbed up the steel 
ladders, grinning and dripping. 
Others, like Francois Fournier, 
remained sceptical.

“I won't risk it quite frankly,” 
said Fournier, who lives atop 
the riverbanks and observed 
the scene from a bridge above. 
“I've seen things you can't imag-
ine fl oating in the Seine, so I'll 
wait for it to be really squeaky 
clean.”

Floating debris still bobbed 
here and there — a stray leaf, 
a plastic wrapper — but the 
smell was barely noticeable: 
no strong sewage odour, just 
an earthy, river-like scent.

“This is so chic, to swim in 
the Seine, next to Ile Saint-Lou-
is,” said Lucile Woodward, 43, 
a resident. “There are some 
apprehensions, of course, any 
time you go to swim some-
where, but I think this is one 
of the most tested areas in the 
whole world now. I don't think 
the town hall can allow herself 
to have any problems.”

Parisians take historic plunge into Seine after 100 yrs

Wales, July 5: In some parts of 
Russia, schoolgirls who become 
pregnant are being paid more 
than 100,000 roubles (nearly 
£900) for giving birth and rais-
ing their babies.

This new measure, intro-
duced in the past few months 
across ten regions, is part of 
Russia’s new demographic 
strategy, widening the policy 
adopted in March 2025 which 
only applied to adult women. It 
is designed to address the dra-
matic decline in the country’s 
birthrate.

In 2023 the number of births 
in Russia per woman was 1.41 
– substantially below 2.05, 
which is the level required to 
maintain a population at its 
current size.

Paying teenage girls to have 
babies while they are still 
in school is controversial in 
Russia. According to a recent 

survey by the Russian Public 
Opinion Research Centre, 43% 
of Russians approve of the poli-
cy, while 40% are opposed to it. 

But it indicates the high pri-
ority that the state places on 
increasing the number of chil-
dren being born.

Russia's president, Vladimir 
Putin, regards a large popula-
tion as one of the markers of a 
fl ourishing great power, along 
with control over a vast (and 
growing) territory and a pow-
erful military.

Paradoxically, though, his 
efforts to increase the physi-
cal size of Russia by attacking 
Ukraine and illegally annexing 
its territory have also been di-
sastrous in terms of shrinking 
Russia's population.

The number of Russian 
soldiers killed in the war has 
reached 250,000 by some esti-
mates, while the war sparked 

an exodus of hundreds of thou-
sands of some of the most high-
ly educated Russians. 

Many of them are young men 
fl eeing military service who 
could have been fathers to the 
next generation of Russian cit-
izens.

But while Russia's demo-
graphic situation is extreme, 
declining birth rates are now a 

global trend. 
It is estimated that by 2050 

more than three quarters of 
the world's countries will have 
such low fertility rates that 
they will not be able to sustain 
their populations.

Putin is not the only world 
leader to introduce policies 
designed to encourage women 
to have more babies. Viktor Or-

ban's government in Hungary 
is offering a range of incentives, 
such as generous tax breaks 
and subsidised mortgages, to 
those who have three or more 
children.

Poland makes a monthly 
payment of 500 zloty (£101) per 
child to families with two or 
more children. 

But there's some evidence 
this has not prompted high-
er-income Polish women to 
have more children, as they 
might have to sacrifi ce higher 
earnings and career advance-
ment to have another child.

In the United States, Donald 
Trump is proposing to pay wom-
en US$5,000 (£3,682) to have a ba-
by, tied to a wider MAGA move-
ment push, supported by Elon 
Musk and others, to encourage 
women to have larger families.

Reversing demographic 
trends is complex, because the 

reasons that individuals and 
couples have for becoming par-
ents are also complex. 

Personal preferences and 
aspirations, beliefs about their 
ability to provide for children, 
as well as societal norms and 
cultural and religious values all 
play a part in these decisions.

As a result, the impact of 
“pronatalist” policies has been 
mixed. No country has found an 
easy way to reverse declining 
birth rates.

One country seeking to ad-
dress population decline with 
policies, other than encouraging 
women to have more babies is 
Spain, which now allows an eas-
ier pathway to citizenship for 
migrants, including those who 
entered the country illegally. 

Madrid's embrace of immi-
grants is being credited for its 
current economic boom.

 THE CONVERSATION

Pronatalism: Russia paying schoolgirls to have babies
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Washington, July 5: Barack 
Obama had the Affordable Care 
Act Joe Biden had the Infl ation 
Reduction Act President Don-
ald Trump will have the tax 
cuts.

All were hailed in the mo-
ment and became ripe political 
targets in campaigns that fol-
lowed. In Trump's case, the tax 
cuts may almost become lost in 
the debates over other parts of 
the multitrillion-dollar bill that 
Democrats say will force poor 
Americans off their health care 
and overturn a decade or more 
of energy policy.

Through persuasion and 
browbeating, Trump forced 
nearly all congressional Re-
publicans to line up behind 
his marquee legislation despite 
some of its unpalatable pieces. 

He followed the playbook 
that had marked his life in 
business before politics. He fo-
cused on branding — labelling 
the legislation the “One Big, 
Beautiful Bill” — then relent-
lessly pushed to strong-arm it 
through Congress, solely on the 
votes of Republicans.

But Trump's victory will 
soon be tested during the 2026 
midterm elections where Dem-
ocrats plan to run on a durable 
theme: that the Republican 
president favours the rich on 
tax cuts over poorer people who 
will lose their health care. 

Trump and Republicans 
argue that those who deserve 
coverage will retain it. Non-
partisan analysts, however, 
project signifi cant increases 
to the number of uninsured. 
Meanwhile, the GOP's promise 
that the bill will turbocharge 
the economy will be tested at a 
time of uncertainty and trade 
turmoil.

Trump has tried to counter 
the notion of favouring the rich 
with provisions that would re-
duce the taxes for people paid 

in tips and receiving overtime 
pay, two kinds of earners who 
represent a small share of the 
workforce.

Extending the tax cuts from 
Trump's fi rst term that were set 
to expire if Congress failed to 
act meant he could also argue 
that millions of people would 
avoid a tax increase. To en-
act that and other expensive 
priorities, Republicans made 
steep cuts to Medicaid that ul-
timately belied Trump's prom-
ise that those on government 
entitlement programs “won't 
be affected.” 

“The biggest thing is, he's an-
swering the call of the forgotten 
people. That's why his No. 1 re-
quest was the no tax on tips, the 
no tax on overtime, tax relief for 
seniors,” said Rep. Jason Smith, 
R-Mo., chairman of the tax-writ-
ing House Ways and Means 
Committee. “I think that's going 
to be the big impact.”

Presidents have seen their 
signature legislative accom-
plishments unravelled by their 
successors or become a signifi -

cant political liability for their 
party in subsequent elections.

A central case for Biden's 
reelection was that the public 
would reward the Democrat 
for his legislative accomplish-
ments. That never bore fruit 
as he struggled to improve his 
poll numbers driven down by 
concerns about his age and 
stubborn infl ation. 

Since taking offi ce in Janu-
ary, Trump has acted to gut tax 
breaks meant to boost clean en-
ergy initiatives that were part 
of Biden's landmark health 
care-and-climate bill.

Obama's health overhaul, 
which the Democrat signed into 
law in March 2010, led to a polit-
ical bloodbath in the midterms 
that fall. Its popularity only be-
came potent when Republicans 
tried to repeal it in 2017. 

Whatever political boost 
Trump may have gotten from 
his fi rst-term tax cuts in 2017 
did not help him in the 2018 
midterms, when Democrats 
regained control of the House, 
or in 2020 when he lost to Biden.

Trump’s big bill may 
come at political cost
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Deir al-Balah, July 5: Israeli 
airstrikes killed 14 people in 
the Gaza Strip, while another 
10 Palestinians were killed sep-
arately as they sought food in 
the embattled enclave, hospital 
offi cials in Gaza told The Asso-
ciated Press Saturday.

Two American aid workers 
with the Israel-backed Gaza Hu-
manitarian Foundation (GHF) 
were also injured in southern 
Gaza in an attack at a food dis-
tribution site which the organi-
zation claimed was carried out 
by Hamas, without providing 
further evidence. 

The latest bloodshed comes 
as US-led ceasefi re efforts 
aimed at halting a nearly 
21-month war appear to be gain-
ing momentum.

Hamas gave a “positive” re-
sponse late Friday to the latest 
US proposal for a 60-day truce 
but said further talks were 
needed on implementation. 

Hamas has been seeking 
guarantees that the initial 
truce would lead to a total end 
to the war and withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from Gaza. Pres-
ident Donald Trump has been 
pushing for an agreement and 
is set to host Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu at 
the White House next week to 
discuss a deal. The Israeli air-
strikes struck tents in the Mu-
wasi area on the southern end 
of Gaza's Mediterranean coast, 
killing seven people, including a 
Palestinian doctor and his three 
children, according to Nasser 
Hospital in Khan Younis.

Four others were killed in the 
town of Bani Suheila in south-
ern Gaza, and three people were 
killed in three different strikes 
in Khan Younis. The Israeli ar-
my did not provide immediate 
comment on the strikes. 

Separately, eight Palestinians 
were killed near a GHF aid distri-
bution site in the southern city of 
Rafah, the hospital said. One Pal-
estinian was also killed near an-
other GHF point in Rafah. It was 
not clear how far away the Pales-
tinians were from the sites. GHF 
denied the killings happened 
near their sites. Previously the 
organization has said no one 
has been shot at its sites, which 
are guarded by private contrac-
tors but can only be accessed by 
passing Israeli military positions 
hundreds of meters away.  

Israeli strikes kill 14 
in Gaza, another 10 
die seeking food
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Kerrville, July 5: Rescuers 
were searching Saturday for 
more than two dozen children 
from a girls’ camp and many 
others still missing after a wall 
of water rushed down a river in 
the Texas Hill Country during 
a powerful storm that killed at 
least 27 people, offi cials said. 
Among the dead were nine 
children.

The destructive fast-moving 
waters along the Guadalupe 
River rose 26 feet in just 45 
minutes before dawn Friday, 
washing away homes and vehi-
cles. The danger was not over 
as torrential rains continued 
pounding communities outside 
San Antonio Saturday and fl ash 
fl ood warnings and watches 
remained in effect for parts of 
central Texas.

Some 27 people remained 
missing from Camp Mystic, a 
Christian summer camp along 
the river, said Dalton Rice, 
Kerrville's city manager. An 
unknown number of people at 
other locations were still unac-
counted for, he said Saturday.

“People need to know today 
will be a hard day,” said Kerrville 
Mayor Joe Herring, Jr. “Please 
pray for our community.”

Searchers used helicopters, 

boats and drones to look for 
victims and to rescue stranded 
people in trees and from camps 
isolated by washed-out roads. 
The total number of missing 
was not known, according to 
the city manager, who said he 
didn't want to give an estimate.

Frantic parents and families 
posted photos of missing loved 
ones and pleas for information. 

“The camp was completely 
destroyed,” said Elinor Lester, 
13, one of hundreds of campers 
at Camp Mystic. “A helicopter 
landed and started taking peo-
ple away. It was really scary.”

A raging storm woke up her 
cabin just after midnight Friday, 
and when rescuers arrived, they 
tied a rope for the girls to hold as 
they walked across a bridge with 
fl oodwaters whipping around 
their legs, she said. Kerr County 
Sheriff Larry Leitha said 27 were 
confi rmed dead, including nine 
children. Authorities said about 
850 people had been rescued.

The fl ooding in the middle 
of the night on the Fourth of 
July holiday caught many res-
idents, campers and offi cials 
by surprise. The Texas Hill 
Country, which sits northwest 
of San Antonio, is a popular 
destination for camping and 
swimming, especially around 
the summertime holiday. 

At least 27 people 
dead in Texas fl oods 

A drone view of vehicles partially submerged in fl ood water following torrential rains that unleashed fl ash fl oods 
along the Guadalupe River in San Angelo, Texas, US        PIC: REUTERS
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business
APSEZ’S GREEN INFRA FEAT 
In a signifi cant step for green infrastructure, Adani 
Ports and Special Economic Zone Ltd (APSEZ) 
Saturday said it has inaugurated the world's fi rst 
steel slag road at any port, setting a new global 
benchmark in circular economy-led development. 
This marks India's third steel slag road, but the 
fi rst-ever constructed inside a private port glob-
ally, placing India and APSEZ at the forefront of 
sustainable maritime infrastructure

Prop trading fi rms like Jane 
Street account for nearly 50% 
of options trading volumes. If 
they pull back – which seems 
likely – retail activity (~35%) 
could take a hit too. So this 
could be bad news for both 
exchanges and brokers
NITHIN KAMATH | FOUNDER AND CEO, ZERODHA 

India to clock record 
coal output in FY26
New Delhi: India is on track 
to achieve a record coal 
production of 1.15 billion 
tonnes in the fi nancial year 
2025-26, according to a new 
report. The country’s domestic 
coal production touched an 
all-time high of 1,047.6 million 
tonnes in FY25, growing at 
an average annual rate of 10 
per cent over the past fi ve 
years, as per data compiled 
by CareEdge Ratings. This 
growth has been driven by a 
series of policy reforms aimed 
at making coal mining more 
effi cient and self-reliant. 

IndusInd Bank’s net 
advances drop 4%
Mumbai: Private lender 
IndusInd Bank has reported 
a 3.9 per cent year-on-year 
(YoY) fall in net advances to 
`3,34,477 crore for the quarter 
ended June 30 (Q1 FY26). 
The fi gure stood at `3,47,898 
crore in the same period 
previous year (Q1 FY25). On 
a sequential basis, advances 
dropped 3.1 per cent from 
`3,45,019 crore reported in the 
March quarter (Q4 FY25).

SHORT TAKES

The MSME 
sector is 
the back-

bone of Bharat's 
economy, and the 
rapid adoption of 
digital tools such 
as smartphones, UPI, Aadhaar-en-
abled banking, and emerging AI 
workfl ows is proof that this seg-
ment is embracing modernization

ANAND KUMAR BAJAJ | FOUNDER, MD & CEO, 
PAYNEARBY

India's 
fragmented 
agri-logis-

tics and lack 
of segregation 
infrastructure 
make cross-con-
tamination likely, risking trace GM 
presence in export consignments

AJAY SRIVASTAVA | FOUNDER, GTRI 

uoteu

In today's 
fast-chang-
ing world, 

its mandate must 
be renewed. The 
NDB's mandate 
must be renewed 
with a focus on greater agility, 
technological advancement, and 
effi ciency in an enhanced way xxx

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN | FINANCE MINISTER

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 5: Inequali-
ty in India has come down sig-
nifi cantly between 2011-12 and 
2022-23, making it the fourth-
most equal country globally, 
according to a World Bank 
report.

This is in addition to a sharp 
decrease in extreme poverty, 
which has dropped from 16.2 
per cent in 2011-12 to 2.3 per 
cent in 2022-23, an offi cial re-
lease said quoting World Bank 
data.

The government attribut-
ed the reduction in inequali-
ty to various initiatives and 
schemes pursued during the 
last decade.

The only three countries 
which have a better Gini Index 
score, a measure of equality, 
are the Slovak Republic, Slo-
venia and Belarus.

India is much better placed 
than countries like China, the 
USA and the United Kingdom.

"...India's Gini Index stands 
at 25.5, making it the fourth 
most equal country in the 
world, after the Slovak Repub-
lic, Slovenia and Belarus," the 
statement said.

The Gini Index helps in 
understanding how equally 
income, wealth or consump-
tion is distributed across 
households or individuals in 
a country. It ranges in value 
from 0 to 100.

A score of 0 means perfect 
equality, while a score of 100 
means one person has all the 
income, wealth or consump-
tion and others have none, 
hence absolute inequality. 
The higher the Gini Index, 
the more unequal a country is.

India's score is much low-
er than China's 35.7 and far 
lower than the United States, 
which stands at 41.8.

As per the World Bank's re-
port, which has released the 
data for 167 countries, India 
falls into the "moderately low" 
inequality category, which in-
cludes Gini scores between 25 
and 30.

India is only a fraction 
away from joining the "low in-
equality" group. The govern-

ment attributed this achieve-
ment to a sharp reduction in 
the poverty level in the last 
decade.

According to the World 
Bank report, 171 million In-
dians have been lifted out of 
extreme poverty over the past 
decade.

The share of people living 
on less than $2.15 a day, which 
was the global threshold for 
extreme poverty till June 
2025, fell sharply from 16.2 per 
cent in 2011-12 to just 2.3 per 
cent in 2022-23.

Globally, just 30 countries 
fall into the "moderately low" 
inequality category, including 
several European countries 
with strong welfare systems.

These include Iceland, Nor-
way, Finland, and Belgium. It 
also features growing econo-
mies like Poland and wealthy 
nations like the United Arab 
Emirates.

The release said India's 
journey towards a more equal 

society is reflected in its Gini 
Index over the years. The in-
dex was measured at 28.8 in 
2011 and reached 25.5 in 2022.

"This steady shift shows 
that India has made consis-
tent progress in combining 
economic growth with social 
equity," it said.

It further said India's prog-
ress towards greater income 
equality is backed by a series 
of focused government ini-
tiatives. These schemes aim 
to improve financial access, 
deliver welfare benefits effi-
ciently, and support vulner-
able and underrepresented 
groups.

"Together, they have helped 
bridge gaps, boost livelihoods, 
and ensure that growth reach-
es all sections of society," the 
release said.

It has cited schemes, like 
PM Jan Dhan Yojana, Direct 
Benefit Transfer, and Stand-
Up India, among others, 
which have helped India in 
its progress towards greater 
income equality.

"India's path to income 
equality has been steady and 
focused. The Gini Index of 
25.5 is not just a number. It 
reflects real change in peo-
ple's lives. More families now 
have access to food, banking, 
healthcare, and jobs," the re-
lease said.

What sets India apart is its 
ability to balance economic 
reform with strong social pro-
tection, it said.

BRIDGING INCOME GAPS

India 4th most 
equal country

With a Gini Index of 25.5, the country outpaced all G7 
and G20 nations, as per World Bank report

India’s current standing marks 
steady improvement from a Gini 
score of 28.8 in 2011 to 25.5 in 2022

171 million Indians were 
lifted out of extreme poverty 
between 2011 and 2023

COUNTRY GINI INDEX

Slovak Republic

Slovenia

Belarus

India

China

United States

Germany

United Kingdom

France

Japan

24.1

24.3

24.4

25.5

35.7

41.8

31.4 (approx.)

34.4 (approx.)

32.4 (approx.)

32.9 (approx.)

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, July 5: Mal-
abar Gold & Diamonds, one of 
the world’s largest and most 
trusted jewellery retailers, 
unveiled its latest natural di-
amond jewellery collection — 
NUWA by Mine Diamonds — at 
its Bhubaneswar showroom at 
Rupali Square, Saheed Nagar 
Saturday. 

The launch also marked the 
opening of the Diamond Show, 
a celebration of craftsmanship 
and elegance.

Mrs India Worldwide 2025 
winner Sangita Nayak inaugu-
rated the show, joined by Mala-
bar management and staff. The 
NUWA collection, inspired by 
abstract patterns and modern 
silhouettes, features innovative 
designs such as 2-in-1 rings, zip-
per-inspired necklaces, rotating 
bangles, and Italian chains.

Speaking on the launch, MP 

Ahammed, Chairman, Malabar 
Group, said, “Our latest NUWA 
collection redefi nes versatility, 
matching every mood and oc-
casion. It’s grand in design yet 
light in feel — a perfect blend of 
style, smart design, and wear-
ability.”

The campaign features brand 
ambassador Kareena Kapoor 
Khan, encouraging women to 
#ShineOutLoud with bold and 
graceful designs that celebrate 

modern individuality.
Customers can enjoy exclu-

sive festive offers until July 
13 — fl at 30% off on making 
charges of gold, uncut, and gem-
stone jewellery, and up to 30% 
off on diamond value. Also an 
advance booking facility under 
which customers can book jew-
ellery by paying minimum 10% 
advance and get the jewellery 
at the booked rate or prevailing 
rate, whichever is lower.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

New Delhi, July 5: 
Gold prices surged 
`1,135 and silver prices 
soared over `2,000 this 
week amid uncertain-
ties around the US tar-
iff deal deadline (July 9) 
and a decline in the US 
dollar index. 

On June 30, the 
24-carat gold rate 
was at `95,576 per 10 
grams, while it closed 
at `97,021 Friday, IBJA 
data showed. Similarly, 
the 22-carat gold price 
surged `1,131 to `96,633 
against Monday's price 
of `95,502 per 10 grams.

Meanwhile, the silver 
price settled at `107,580 
per kg against the June 
evening closing price of 
`105,510 per kg, a rise of 
`2,070 per kg. Notably, 
silver hit an all-time 
high at `1,09,550 per kg 
June 18.

Both the precious 
metals have given a 
recommendable return 
in the fi rst half of the 
calendar year, with gold 

outperformed silver, 
surging 26 per cent. Sil-
ver zoomed 22 per cent 
during the said period.

On the contrary, in 
June itself, silver out-
performed gold by a 
huge margin amid a fall 
in the gold-silver ratio.

"Silver outper-
formed gold in June 
(Silver gained by 9.41 
per cent in the interna-
tional markets while 
gold gained marginally 
by 0.4 per cent because 
of the fall in gold-silver 
ratio from over 100 to 
around 92-93 (fall in 
the ratio leads inves-
tors to move towards 
silver) combined 
with the critical $35/
ounce mark that trig-
gered momentum and 
technical buying on 
breakout," explained 
Prathamesh Mallya, 
DVP- Research, Non-
Agri Commodities 
and Currencies, Angel
One Ltd.

Moreover, Silver 
supply has been in defi -
cit for 5 years in a row, 
and depleting invento-
ries and record ETF in-
fl ows of over $1.6 billion 
in June boosted market 
sentiment for the metal, 
he added. 

Malabar launches NUWA diamond collection

Gold soars over 
`1,100 this week

Bacardi’s Legacy Premi-
um Indian Whisky wins 
Gold at World Whiskies 

Awards 2025, and Silver at Asia 
Spirits Masters 2025, show-
casing Indian craftsmanship 
globally.

The World Whiskies Awards 
is one of the most prestigious 
global competitions in liquor 
industry that select the un-
paralleled, and promote the 
world’s best whiskies to con-

sumers and trade across the 
globe. Whiskies are judged by 
nose, palate, finish, balance, 
quality, character, complexity 
and functionality. 

The World Whiskies Awards 
thus serve as the ultimate plat-
form for whisky aficionados, 
industry experts, and connois-
seurs to come together and cel-
ebrate the pinnacle of whisky 
craftsmanship. 

This esteemed event metic-

ulously selects, rewards, and 
promotes the most outstand-
ing whiskies, showcasing 
the mastery of distillers who 
have pushed the boundaries 
of flavour, complexity, and 
character.

A Gold award is a testament 
to excellence because each en-
try is evaluated on a 100-point 
scale focuses each factor. This 
win is further complemented 
by Silver at the Asia Spirits 
Masters 2025, hosted by The 
Drinks Business Asia—re-
inforcing Legacy’s growing 
acclaim on the international 
stage. 

Mahesh Kanchan, marketing 
director, India & neighbouring 
countries, Bacardi India, said, 
“We are immensely proud of 
Legacy’s Gold win at the World 
Whiskies Awards 2025 and Sil-
ver at the Asia Spirits Masters 
2025—a landmark moment that 
affirms our vision of placing In-
dian whisky on the global map. 
This recognition is a powerful 
validation of our commitment 
to crafting world-class spirits 
that are bold, distinctive, and 
deeply rooted in Indian heri-
tage. As we continue to push 
boundaries, innovate, and 
scale, Legacy leads the way in 
shaping a new narrative for 
Indian whisky—one of pride, 
purpose, and global potential.”

A unique blend of Indian 

and Scottish malts with Indian 
grains, Legacy delivers a rich and 
smooth taste with fruity notes, 
subtle smoke, toasted oak, and a 
hint of spice, making it perfectly 
balanced. Refl ecting the culture 
and passion of India through its 
craftsmanship and fl avour, Lega-
cy has received an overwhelming 
response from consumers since 
its launch.

More than just a spirit, Legacy 
is a celebration of Indian crafts-
manship — a rich, nuanced ex-
pression that bridges timeless 
heritage with modern sophistica-
tion. This international accolade 
not only validates the whisky’s 
exceptional character but also ce-
ments Legacy’s position as a ris-
ing star in the premium segment, 
reinforcing Bacardi’s presence in 
the Indian whisky space.

Legacy is available in 
3 sizes (750ml, 375ml, and 
180ml) in key markets across 
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab, 
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Jharkhand, Meghalaya, Assam, 
Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh, 
West Bengal, Odisha, Maha-
rashtra, Telangana, Kerala, 
Pondicherry and Goa- show-
casing Bacardi’s commitment 
to India as one of its top prior-
ity markets worldwide.

Disclaimer: This 
post is not for liquor 
promotion. It is to be 

noted that alcohol 
consumption is injurious to 

health and  prohibited for 
people below legal 

drinking age. 

Bacardi India's Legacy whisky bags global honours

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

Mumbai, July 5: Foreign in-
stitutional investors (FIIs) have 
turned cautious this month 
ahead of the potential India-US 
trade deal announcement and 
upcoming Q1 FY26 results, an-
alysts said Saturday.  

FIIs were net buy-
ers in the last two 
months, buying 
`18,082 and `8,466 
worth of shares 
in May and June, 
respectively. How-
ever, the trend 
seems to have fad-
ed in the current 
month.

The FII activity in early 
July indicates selling. In the 
fi rst four days, FIIs were sellers 
every day, with a cumulative 
sell fi gure of `5,772 crore.

“Resumption of FII buying 
will hinge on two things — one, 
if a trade deal happens between 
India and the US, that will be 
positive for markets and FII 
fl ows — and two, Q1 FY26 re-

sult indications," said VK Vi-
jayakumar, Chief Investment 
Strategist, Geojit Investments 
Limited.

It will be good if the re-
sults show a recovery 

in earnings. If these 
factors are not met, 
it may affect the 
market and FII 
fl ows, he added. 
On Friday, FIIs 

offl oaded `8,277.90 
crore, while domestic 

institutional investors 
sold shares worth ̀  11,334.32 

crore, according to the latest da-
ta available on BSE.

FIIs purchased shares in fi -
nancials, cars and auto parts, 
and the oil and gas sector in 
the second half of June. They 
sold equities in power and 
capital goods companies. Prof-
it booking is a trend in recent 
high-performing segments.

FII buying hinges on 
India-US trade deal
Sensex and the Nifty, two 

benchmark indices, fell 
0.7% each as profi t 

booking following the 
recent rally and global 

uncertainty continued to 
taint overall 

market sentiment

Sensex 
closed the 

week at 83,432.89. 
The Nifty ended the 

week at 25,461

On Friday, FIIs offl oaded 
`8,277.90cr, while 

DIIs sold shares worth 
`11,334.32cr

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

Mumbai, July 5: UltraTech 
Cement Ltd Saturday denied 
being investigated by the an-
titrust regulator Competition 
Commission of India (CCI) for 
alleged contravention of com-
petition norms. 

In a stock exchange fi ling, the 
Aditya Birla Group company 
called such media reports "false 
and misleading" and clarifi ed 
that it is not under investiga-
tion in a case from 2020.

"The company has neither 
received any order from the CCI 
in this case nor have the compa-
ny’s fi nancials been sought by 
the CCI," a stock exchange fi ling 
read. “It is clarifi ed that the Com-
pany is not under investigation 
in this Case No 35 of 2020 before 
the Competition Commission of 
India,” according to the fi ling.

The fi ling further stated that 
the India Cements Limited, a 
subsidiary of the Company, “is 
party to Case No 35 of 2020 and 
is separately making appropri-
ate disclosures in this regard, 
while exploring legal options”.

In a separate exchange fi ling, 
India Cements Limited (ICEM) 
said it is yet to receive a full 
version of the CCI investigation 
report under the Competition 
Act, 2002.

Meanwhile, UltraTech Ce-
ment Limited has announced 
the resignation of its Chief 
Legal Offi cer, Anoop Khatry, 
effective from the close of busi-
ness July 3, 2025, due to person-
al reasons.

UltraTech denies 
CCI probe in cement 
cartelisation case



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Birmingham, July 5: 
Shubman Gill's insatiable 
appetite for runs result-
ed in a second hundred of 
the game as India set an 
impossible 608-run target, 
throwing down the gaunt-
let to England's Bazballers 
who were staring down the 
barrel going into day fi ve of 
the second Test here. 

Gill (161 off 162 balls) 
turned himself into a virtu-
al 'Run Machine', smashing 
his third hundred in four in-
nings following his epic 269 
in the fi rst essay.

The other contributions 
in the second innings came 
from Ravindra Jadeja (69 
not out), Rishabh Pant (65) 
and KL Rahul (55) as India 
declared their second in-
nings at 427 for six.

The Indian pacers once 
again got the new ball to 
talk with Akash Deep ac-
counting for the danger-
ous Ben Duckett and the 
dependable Joe Root while 
and Mohammed Siraj had 
Zak Crawley caught at 
backward point with 
a full outswinger, re-
ducing the hosts to 72 
for three in 16 overs 
at stumps on day four.

The timing of In-
dia's declaration, 

that came one hour after 
tea, was questioned by the 
experts and fans alike with 
the likes of Cheteshwar Pu-
jara saying on air that In-
dia should have declared at 
least half hour earlier. 

The England fans in the 
fabled Hollies stand chanted 
‘boring boring' when decla-
ration was not announced 
despite Gill's dismissal. The 
booing fol- lowed 
soon af- ter.

Gill, 
who got 
to three 
fi gures at 
the stroke 
of tea, 

stepped up his offen-
sive against the spin 
duo of Shoaib Bashir 
and part timer Joe 
Root, employing the 
sweep to deep square 

and mid-wicket 
fence regularly.

His innings 
included13 
fours and eight 
sixes and took 

his match tally of 
runs to 430, sur-
passing the great 
Sunil Gavas-
kar's record (344 
against West 

Indies at Port of 
Spain in 1971) for 

most runs by an 
Indian.
He also became the 

second Indian after Ga-
vaskar to get a 200 and 
100 in the same Test.

The wickets have 
been fl at and produced 
mountain of runs but In-

dia have already aggre-
gated seven hundreds 
on the tour, unprec-
edented in an away 
series.

It would be inter-
esting to see what 
approach England 
adopts though their 
philosophy in the Ben 
Stokes-Brendon Mc-
Cullum is driven by 

results and not draws. The 
only draw in the Bazball 
era, the Old Trafford game 
in Ashes 2023, was caused 
by rain.

Gill changed gears post 
the lunch break to push the 
scoring rate before complet-
ing his second hundred of 
the game at the stroke of tea.

He brought the rare 
milestone with a single off 
Bashir in the penultimate 
over before the tea break. 

Following his double in 
the fi rst innings, the hun-
dred celebrations were not 
over the top, signalling his 
focus on levelling the series.

Gill shared a 110-run 
stand with Rishabh Pant 
(65 off 58) who exhibited 
breathtaking strokeplay 
and departed in a fi tting 
fashion, losing control of 
his bat in his attempt to 
whack Shoaib Bashir out 
of the park. If Gill was the 
attacked by English bowlers 
in the morning session, he 
took the onus upon himself 
to take the attack back to 
the opposition camp in the 
second one.
Brief scores: 

India 587 & 427/6 de-
clared lead England 407 & 
72/3 (Ben Duckett 25, Ollie 
Pope 24*; Akash Deep 2/36, 
Mohammed Siraj 1/29) by 
536 runs.
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It’s time for METTLE MEET. 
An initiative by the state’s 
only home grown English 
daily, OrissaPOST to revive 
quizzing in Odisha. This year, 
the Preliminaries will take 
place August 9 and the Grand 
Finale August 10. Like 
in the previous years, top 
educational institutions of the 
State both from schools and 
higher education institutions 
will be competing for 
Prizes worth `3,50,000 
&  the Champions 
Title in both Junior and 
Senior segments. 

Everyone will have to mail their answers to 
mettlemeet@orissapost.com

Answers to the questions will follow the next day. The 
names of the winners will also be announced along 
with their pictures.

Answers mailed between 8.00am to 6.00pm each day 
will be considered valid. 

OrissaPOST’s decision on all entries will be fi nal. No 
complaints will be entertained. 

Participants must send their entries with a passport 
size photograph, mobile numbers and residential 
address. Otherwise the entries will not be entertained.

There can be only one winner from one family.

Invitation cards to the winners will only be issued on 
presentation of Valid ID proof – Voter Card, Aadhaar 
Card, Driving License, Passport, School ID card (In 
case of students till Class XI)

No employee or families of OrissaPOST team can 
be part of the competition.

RULES & REGULATIONS

A CHANCE TO BE PART OFOF

As a reader of OrissaPOST, this is a chance for you 
to be part of the exciting Grand Finale if you can 
give correct answers in the daily quiz. Starting 

July 01,2025 there will be one question each day for you to 
answer till July 31, 2025. Every day two winners will be 
selected from correct entries.Then winners will be decided 
by draw of lots. The winners will be invited for the Grand 
Finale which will be conducted by a nationally acclaimed 
quizmaster. So buckle up and get set for some brainstorming.

TODAY'S QUESTION

ANSWER TO SATURDAY’S QUESTION Others who answered correctly are

THE TWO LUCKY WINNERS

On this day in 1947, a referendum took 
place in which district of Assam? The 
referendum's result was in favour of 

joining East Bengal; however, the district's 
Karimganj subdivision remained within India.

The Shard

Om Prakash Rath, TribikramaDebadarshi, R Sekhar Rao, Janvi Naik, Madhura Roy, Abha 
Priyadarshini, Pratyush Satapathy, Abhisyant Puti, Niranjan Nayak, SK Azaruddin MD, 
Bhubanananda Behera, Archit Mahapatra, Amar Kumar Jena, Jitu Naik, Pratik Kumar Sahu, 
Megha Satapathy, Ronan Slade Toppo, Smruti Ranjan Sendh, Fatima Lakra, Subhashree 
Jena, Ruchismita Prusty, Jigyansa Priyadarshini, Shoumik Jena, Jyotiprakash Jagadev

BHUBANANDA BEHERAMADHURA ROY

Balaji, Bollipalli lose 
London: India's N Sriram 
Balaji and Rithvik Bollipalli 
bowed out of Wimbledon 
men's doubles event with 
their respective partners, 
albeit, after testing the 
nerves of their seeded rivals, 
here Saturday. Balaji and 
his Mexican partner Miguel 
Reyes-Varela took the court 
first, and fought their hearts 
out against fourth seeds 
Marcel Granollers and Horacio 
Zeballos before losing the 
second round 4-6 4-6 to the 
Spanish-Argentine combine 
in one hour and 20 minutes.  
India's challenge is still alive 
in the grass court major with 
Yuki Bhambri to compete in his 
second round later in the day.

India-B’desh white-ball 
series deffered 
New Delhi: The Bangladesh 
Cricket Board (BCB) and the 
Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) Saturday 
mutually agreed to defer the 
white-ball series between 
Bangladesh and India, which 
was scheduled to be held in 
August 2025 to September 
2026. The away series was to 
feature three ODIs and three 
Twenty20 Internationals to be 
played from August 17 to 31 in 
Chittagong and Dhaka. "This 
decision has been reached 
following discussions between 
the two Boards, taking into 
account the international 
cricketing commitments and 
scheduling convenience of 
both teams,” the BCCI said in a 
release. The BCB said the fresh 
schedule of the series will be 
announced in “due course.”

Kujur breaks 100m NR
New Delhi: Star sprinter Animesh 
Kujur smashed the 100m 
national record with a creditable 
timing of 10.18 seconds at the 
Dromia International Sprint 
and Relays Meeting in Greece 
Saturday. The 22-year-old Kujur 
bettered Gurindervir Singh's 
earlier 100m national record of 
10.20 seconds in the meet at 
Vari, a suburb of Greece capital 
Athens. Kujur now holds both 
the 100m and 200m national 
records. He had clocked 20.32 
seconds in the men's 200m 
fi nal of the Asian Athletics 
Championships in South Korea 
in May to break his own previous 
national mark of 20.40 seconds 
created at the Federation Cup 
earlier in the year. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 5:
Three young athletes of 
Odisha Police have made 
the state and country 
proud at the prestigious 
World Police and Fire 
Games 2025, held in Bir-
mingham, US, by show-
casing remarkable perfor-
mances and bagged multi-
ple medals for India.

Constable Ashok Dan-
dasena clinched two gold 
medals in the men’s 5000m 
and 10,000m races, along 
with a silver in the 4x400m 

relay. Earlier, he had al-
ready won gold in the 800m 
and 1500m events. 

Constable Sabita Toppo 
won gold in the women’s 
100m hurdles and bronze in 
the 400m hurdles. 

Similarly, Constable 
Susmita Tigga secured a 
bronze medal in the wom-
en’s 4x400m relay. Previ-
ously, she had won gold in 
the 1500m and silver in the 
800m race.

In just four days, Odisha 
Police athletes have won a 
total of 9 gold, 2 silver, and 
3 bronze medals marking a 

historic achievement.
Director General of Po-

lice, Yogesh Bahadur Khura-
nia, congratulated the win-
ners and extended his best 
wishes for their future. He 
praised their discipline, de-
termination, and hard work 
that brought global recogni-
tion to Odisha Police.

It is to be noted that the 
World Police and Fire 
Games, held every two 
years, see participation 
from thousands of athletes 
from police, fi re, and public 
safety departments across 
the globe.

Odisha Police athletes shine at 
World Police & Fire Games 2025
In just four days, Odisha Police athletes have won a total of 9 gold, 

2 silver, and 3 bronze medals marking a historic achievement

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Worcester, July 5: Impres-
sive Vaibhav Suryavanshi 
continued to push his stocks 
up, smashing the fastest 
Youth ODI hundred to guide 
India Under-19 to a series-win-
ning 55-run victory in the 
fourth match here Saturday.

India have an unassailable 
3-1 lead in the fi ve-match af-
fair. Suryavanshi, who had 
a breakout IPL 2025 season, 
proved his mettle in the 
50-over version too while 
making 143 off just 78 balls at 
a whopping strike-rate of 183, 
including 13 fours and 10 sixes. 

India scored 363 for 9 in 
50 overs and then restricted 
England colts to 308 in 45.3 
overs. Naman Pushpak took 
3 for 63.

The day, however, be-
longed to the 14-year-old 
Suryavanshi who broke 
the record for the quickest 

Youth ODI century which 
was previously held by Paki-
stan's Kamran Ghulam, who 
had reached the milestone 
in 53 deliveries, also against 
England, back in 2013.

Till now, Raj Angad Ba-
wa's 69-ball hundred against 
Uganda at the U-19 World 
Cup in 2022 was the fastest 
century by an Indian in 
Youth one-dayers.

The 14-year-old left-
hander brought up his 100 
in just 52 balls, and it also 
made him the youngster bat-
ter to cross the milestone in 
youth cricket.

Suryavanshi becomes fastest and 
youngest centurion in Youth ODIs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Chiang Mai (Thailand), 
July 5: India secured a 
memorable qualifi cation in 
the AFC Women's Asian Cup 
2026 Finals with a thrilling 
2-1 victory over hosts Thai-
land at the 700th Anniversa-
ry of Chiang Mai Stadium, 
here Friday.

The win helped India top 
Group B of the Qualifi ers 
with a perfect record -- four 
wins from four matches. 

For the fi rst time the Blue 
Tigresses have booked a 
ticket to the continental 
championship through the 
qualifi cation route.

Australia will host the 
tournament in 2026.

It will be India's fi rst ap-
pearance at the Asian Cup 
since 2022, when they par-
ticipated as hosts but were 
forced to withdraw due to a 
Covid outbreak in the squad.

The last time India qual-
ifi ed outright was back in 
2003, when the qualifi ers 
did not exist in the current 
format.

Mid-fi elder Sangita Bas-
fore was the star for India, 
scoring a brace to script the 
memorable win. She struck 
fi rst in the 28th minute to 
put the Crispin Chettri-
coached side ahead.

Thailand, who came into 
the match as favourites and 
24 places above India in the 
FIFA rankings, equalised 

through Chatchawan Rod-
thong just after the break 
in the 47th minute.

However, Basfore found 
the net again in the 74th 
minute to restore India's 
lead. The visitors then held 
their nerve with resolute 
defending to deny Thailand 
any further chance to draw 
level.

The win capped India's 
dominant run through the 
group stage.

They opened their cam-
paign with a record 13-0 
demolition of Mongolia, fol-
lowed it up with a 4-0 win 
over Timor Leste, and a 5-0 
victory against Iraq.

Thailand, coached by Jap-
anese tactician Futoshi Ike-
da, had also been fl awless, 
beating the same opponents 
11-0, 4-0 and 7-0, respectively, 
to set up a virtual knockout 
clash for the lone automatic 
qualifi cation spot.

Heading into the fi nal 
game, both sides were 
locked with identical goal 
differences of +22, making 
the encounter a must-win 
for both.

AFC WOMEN’S ASIAN CUP

Blue Tigresses qualify for fi nals

The qualifi cation gives the Blue Tigresses 
a chance to go to new heights and with 
a potential maiden FIFA Women's World 
Cup berth in 2027, with the road to Brazil 
passing through Australia next year

For the fi rst time, 
India have booked 

a ticket to the 
continental 

championship 
through the 

qualifi cation route

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Bangalore, July 5: Indi-
an javelin superstar Neer-
aj Chopra on Saturday 
clinched the inaugural NC 
Classic as he realised his 
dream of hosting and com-
peting in a world class event 
in front of the home crowd 
and family members.

The 27-year-old double 
Olympic medallist emerged 
winner with his third round 
throw of 86.18m at the 
Sree Kanteerava Stadium 
watched by his parents.

This was his third straight 
title, having won in Paris Di-
amond League (June 20) and 
Golden Spike in Ostrava, Po-
land (June 24).

Kenya's 2025 world cham-
pion Julius Yego was second 
with 84.51m while Rumesh 
Pathirage (84.34m) of Sri 
Lanka was third.

Organised by Chopra him-
self in collaboration with 
JSW Sports and sanctioned 
by the Athletics Federation 
of India (AFI), the event fea-
tured a world-class fi eld of 12 
javelin throwers -- seven top 
international throwers and 
fi ve Indian athletes, includ-
ing Chopra himself.

The NC Classic has been 
given category A status by 
World Athletics.

Chopra, who breached 
the 90m barrier in May, is 
coming off a victory at the 
Ostrava Golden Spike 2025, 
where he won the javelin 
throw title with a best ef-

fort of 85.29 metres.
It was a tough outing 

for all the competitors as 
they had to throw under 
a strong wind blowing al-
most head-on. 

With his coach, the 
world record holder Jan 

Zelezny watching from a 
few meters away, Chopra 
began with a foul but soon 
took the lead in his second 
attempt of 82.99m. 

Sri Lankan Pathirage, 
who was second after the 
second round, had an im-

pressive throw of 84.34m 
in his third attempt 
which invited a big roar 
from the crowd.

But Chopra, who was the 
last in order of throw, was 
not to be intimidated by the 
athlete from the neighbour-
ing country as he sent his 
spear to a distance of 86.18m, 
leaving the other competi-
tors far behind.

With his familiar raising 
of both hands in the air, 
Chopra celebrated that big 
throw and the crowd re-
sponded with a deafening 
cheer.

After the fi rst three 
throws, the last four fi nish-
ers were eliminated.

Yego overtook Pathirage 
for the second spot with a 
fourth round effort of 84.51m 
while Chopra fouled his 
fourth attempt.

Chopra's fi fth throw mea-
sured 84.07m while he had 
82.22m in his last attempt.

Hosting & competing, Neeraj wins inaugural NC Classic
This was India’s 
golden boy’s third 
straight title, 
having won in Paris 
Diamond League 
and Golden Spike in 
Ostrava, Poland

‘Run Machine’ Gill
Skipper slams another hundred as India set mammoth target of 608
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