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SCARLETT JOHANSSON
WARY OF Al ‘THREAT’

TUESDAY | JULY 1, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR
Hollywood acatress Scarlett Johansson
believes Al has a role to play in the long-
term future of the film industry, but she
doesn't think the technology can replace
the emotional core of an actor or actress'
performance. The 40-year-old said, “I don't angle in the air. She said into her micro-

‘ ]
e | S u re I believe the work | do can be done by Al.” phone: “Stop, stop, stop, stop, stop.”

BEYONCE STOPS SHOW DUE
TO SCARY PROP MALFUNCTION

Pop icon Beyonce stopped her show at the
NRG Stadium in Houston when one of her
props malfunctioned. She was singing 16
Carriages while sitting on top of a red con-
vertible when it began to lean at a sharp
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Today, love will be a delight- ¥
ful thing for you. You would - 4
want to spend all your time
with friends and family, not to forget
your Lhasa Apso. This doesn't go down
well with your peers, who may think
you're a shirker, says Ganesha.
Hl TAURUS =
Inall probability, the fair sex will
have a wonderful time in kitchen
and at the dining table, foresees Ganesha. You
may have family friends and close relatives
coming over to your place in the evening.
Romance will free-flow with your soul mate
later in the day, says a beaming Ganesha.

Il GEMINI

You will begin a long-lasting
romantic relationship today.
Also, you will stay ecstatic
and highly motivated throughout the day.
In the afternoon, you will successfully
avoid any confrontation with those who
irk you to no end. That, says Ganesha, is
the right way to cultivate patience.

[l CANCER

Give priority to your life and
prestige in stead of med-
dling in others' matters, says Ganesha.
Your enter-prising nature will give you
prestige and respect. Ganesha suggests
that you take time off from your chores
and indulge in entertainment or travel.

HlLEO

The long hours you've spent
alone are nearing their e
end, says Ganesha, as the
stars align to help you find that special
someone; chances are that today shall be
_ the beginning of an enduring romantic re-
lationship for you. This sense of personal
joy will spill over into your workplace as
well, and will keep you in cheerful spirits.
But avoid any confrontation with people
around you, especially neighbours and

Rashami’s
pertinent
question

MUMBALI: Popular television actress

Rashami Desai has raised a very pertin-
ent question after the sudden demise of
her friend Shefali Jariwala.

Taking to the stories section of her In-
stagram handle Rashami revealed she
recently has been unaware regarding
the lives of people well-known to her.

She uploaded a video saying, “Hey
guys it’s been very unfortunate
since last one week - I have been
going through a lot and I feel like
sharing certain things. Everything
is fine- health concerns are there but
there are a lot of casualties that are
happening. I am also facing a lot
of judgments for no reason. I don’t
know why people I know are going
through a lot and I am not aware
of it.”

She later asked the Insta users
if they were also facing a similar
situation.

“Is it correct or is it a right at-
titude? Just feeling little heavy,”
Rashami asked in the caption.

On Saturday, Rashami bashed
netizens for trolling Shefali’s hus-
band Parag Tyagi for taking his dog
out for a walk, just hours after his
wife’s demise.

Hitting back at trolls, Rashami
asked everyone to be kind and em-
pathetic. ns

Aamir calls re

a ‘dangerous topic’

MUMBALI: Aamir Khan, who recently made
a comeback to the big screen with Sitaare
Zameen Par, has opened up about his per-
sonal beliefs. Known for his thoughtful take
on life and films, the PK actor usually stays
away from talking about religion in public.
But this time, he shared how he sees people
beyond their religion and why he respects
every faith.

“When I meet people, I don’t see their re-
ligion. I just see the person," Aamir said in
an interview with The Lallantop. He added,
“Religion is such a dangerous topic that I
don’t often speak about it in public. It is also
a very personal thing to each and every indi-
vidual. I respect people from all religions and
the way they follow their religious paths.”

Aamir’s words showed just how careful he
is when it comes to matters of faith. By say-
ing that religion is a “very personal thing”,
he highlighted how important it is for every-
one to find their own spiritual path without
any interference. His simple way of looking
at people — beyond their caste or creed — is
something that stands out in today’s times.

AGENCIES

RASHMIKA
sets her limits

MUMBAI: Actor Rashmika
Mandanna recently attended
the We The Women festival
in London, an event curated
by Barkha Dutt. As a guest at
the festival, she addressed a
range of topics including per-
sonal limits she maintains as
an artiste.

The Pushpa actor discussed
the personal boundaries she
maintains in her professional
life. She shared that she would
turn down any role that re-
quired her to smoke on-screen,
stating, “I personally would
never smoke on-screen, or in
real life either, sinceI = _
donotlike the con- _gsm
cept of smoking. /g
That is my per- /4
sonal opinion 4
and I like to /288
keep it to |
myself. If |
somebody |
comes and
asks me |
that I will L
have
to do
this, I
might
have @
to let

the film go.”

When questioned about the
mixed reactions to her Bolly-
wood film Animal, Rashmika
responded, “I saw the film as
a film. For example, when a
hero is smoking in a film and
people also smoke every day,
if you say the hero is influen-
cing them, when a hero doesn’t
smoke on-screen, it is not ne-
cessary that people also don’t
smoke. I watch a film as it is,
and I don’t watch it to get in-
fluenced in any way.” The film,
featuring Ranbir Kapoor in the
lead role, stirred debate over
its portrayal of gender
dynamics and vio-
lence.

AGENCIES

MUMBALI: Actress Avika Gor, who entered

the entertainment industry at a young
Avika

moments when strangers recognize her
and approach her with familiar-
ity. “There are aunties who
just walk up to me and
say, ‘You’ve changed
our lives.” Some even

acquaintances, suggests Ganesha.

age, turned a year older Monday.
Having spent 20 years in the
spotlight, she reflects on the

unique bond she shares with

H VIRGO
There is an important turning i
point about to reveal itself in Faglr, %

relationships and how they
will proceed. Ganesha sees you busying
yourself in arranging a get-together with

her audience—one she de-
scribes as deeply personal
and long-standing.

get emotional. It’s
so pure. So real.
That’s a bless-

reflects on

friends and family. In the evening, the “I think I'm proudest u ing.”
- opposite sex will make a whale of a dif- \ of the fact that I grew up O n W I t She acknow-
ference between optimism and despair. in front of everyone,” ledged that the

nature of her
fan support is
different from
typical celebrity
admiration. “There
are very few actors in
the world who get this kind
of belonging from their fans. I'm
not just watched—I'm accepted as one of

Avika said. “My life
has never been a se-
cret. People have seen
everything—the highs,
the lows—and I think
. they love me because of that

honesty.” Avika’s journey has
not only been about her on-screen
roles but also about the public’s con-

H LIBRA
Ganesha says you will be Kn

able to get good news

from abroad, which will

prove beneficial to you after a long
time. If you are a businessman do
not be in any hurry to fill any tenders
or sign any agreements. Ganesha

audience

says always remember - Prevention tinued emotional connection with  their own.”
is better than Cure. her over the years. She recalled AGENCIES
{1
Il SCORPIO
You will radiate kindness SUDOKU
and care today, says Ga- . .
nesha. Quarantine yourself FUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a

manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

from worries at work. Open your heart
to loved ones today. Ganesha expects
your social skills to set the ball rolling
at some social-do today.

POsT

CROSSWORD

[l SAGITTARIUS

Your nerves are taut, and
you are more aware than
ever of things around you.

Your spiritual side gets a major hoost
today. On the career front, expect it to
be busy day giving interviews for better
prospects. In the evening, your charm
might just have a few women dangling
by your side at places you party.

Il CAPRICORN

Your extraordinary sense of
humour will keep those around
you amused throughout the

day, so much so that they will look forward

to spending more time with you in the CALYIN, ARE YU CHEWING || Do You HAVE EMOUGH To || PRORABLY, BUT Do You . .
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o New regional bloc

Pakistan and China are working
on a proposal to establish a new
regional organisation that could
potentially replace SAARC

INTERNATIONAL | P8
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¢ 2 Maoists killed

‘i Two hardcore Maoists
" neutralised in a gunfight deep

-—-!m IIP growth slows

H[

' Title drought ends

. Shuttler Ayush Shetty notches up
. his first BWF World Tour title in the
US Open Super 300, ending India's
title drought this season

SPORTS | BACK PAGE

= India's industrial

. production growth dips to
| nine per cent in May 2025
¥ due to poor performance
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police limits in Kandhamal
STATE| P3
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Flood maroons 48 GPs "

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar/Balasore/
Baripada, June 30: At least 48
gram panchayats in Balasore
and Mayurbhanj districts are
marooned by floodwaters Mon-
day, as major rivers in north
Odisha are in spate following
incessant rains in the upper
catchment areas.

The state government has
started evacuating people
from low-lying areas and
launched rescue and relief
operations in Balasore and
Mayurbhanj districts, offi-
cials said Monday.

The state government has
sounded a red alert for both
districts as water levels in riv-
ers like Subarnarekha, Bud-
habalang, Jalaka, and Sono
continue to rise.

According to official sources,
Subarnarekha river reached a
water level of 11.56 metre — well
above the danger mark of 10.36
metre at Rajghat by Monday
noon. Officials of Central Wa-
ter Commission (CWC) said
that the water level has started
receding in the river after 3pm
Monday.

According to the emergency
office in Balasore, 46 GPs have

4 shot dead in Manipur

Churachandpur/Imphal: At
least four people, including a
72-year-old woman, were shot
dead by unidentified gunmen in
Manipur’s Churachandpur district
Monday, police said. The ambush
took place near Mongjang village
around 2pm when the victims were
travelling in a car, a police officer
said. Mongjang is about 5 km from
“Churachandpur town.

Train fares hiked

New Delhi: The railway ministry
issued an official circular Monday,
increasing the fares of the non-AC
class in mail and express trains by 1
paisa and all AC classes by 2 paise
per km from July 1. P6

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Does it really matter what the
Constitution says - when all
we're expected to do is bow

before it?

Reusable cups replacing recycling at
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ichael Martin likes to
Mtell people he sells ‘ug-
ly cups.” The hope is

no one will like them enough
to want to keep them.

Martin, who runs a reusable
serveware company called
r.World, tried offering nic-
er-looking cups as part of his
quest to reduce the mountains
of plastic bottles left behind at
concerts and music festivals.
For a small refundable depos-
it, attendees could get their
beer and soft drinks in sturdy
cups branded with band logos,
a 'Washington Post' report said.

But the deposit system, which
had worked in Europe, didn’t
translate well to the United
States. People didn’t seem to un-
derstand or care that they were
supposed to return the cups.
They pocketed them as souve-
nirs. “Americans feel like if they
pay the deposit, they’ve bought
the cup and have the right to
take it home,” Martin said.

That’s why, at a recent Keith

Landslide at Similipal

Baripada: Communications to three
panchayats in Similipal National Park
was disrupted following a landslide
inside the wildlife sanctuary in May-
urbhanj district due to incessant rain
triggered by a low-pressure Sunday
night. The landslide occurred near
Mahubhandar near the main road con-
necting Kalikaprasad with Gudugudia
area in the wildlife sanctuary. P3

been affected by floods, and
Subarnarekha water could
submerge more areas.

These include 16 GPs in
Bhograi, 12 in Baliapal, 12
in Jaleswar, and six in Basta
blocks. Similarly, people in
Rasgovindpur and Saraska-
na panchayats in Mayurbhanj
district have also been affect-
ed by Subarnarekha floods.

Boats have become the on-
ly means of transport as nine
villages in Bhograi block and
four villages under Baliapal
block have been cut from out-
side the world with flood wa-
ters swirling in the area.

By Monday morning, as
many as 1,138 people had been
evacuated in Balasore.

Four teams of ODRAF and
five teams of Fire Service
have been deployed in the
district, the official said.

Goons

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, June 30: In
an audacious attack on a se-
nior government official in the
Capital city that raises serious
questions on the law and order
situation, a group of hooligans
allegedly assaulted Odisha
Administrative Service (OAS)
officer and Bhubaneswar Mu-
nicipal Corporation (BMC) Ad-
ditional Commissioner Ratna-
kar Sahoo before dragging him
from his office Monday.
Sahoo has lodged an FIR at
Kharvelnagar police station.
DCP Jagmohan Meena said
three persons have been arrest-
ed so far on an FIR lodged by
Sahoo at Kharvelnagar police
station. “We have arrested Je-
evan Rout, Rashmi Mahapatra
and Debashis Pradhan. Further
investigation is on. Involve-
ment of other persons is being
ascertained,” the DCP said.
Incidentally, Jeevan is a BJP
corporator from Ward No-29.
The accused have been
charged, apart from other BNS
Sections, with attempt to mur-
der - case no 280/202.
Meanwhile, BJD supporters
blocked the main arterial road
Janpath to protest the assault
on the OAS officer. The block-
ade brought the evening rush
hour traffic to a grinding halt

Urban concert at Maryland’s
Merriweather Post Pavilion,
the venue was packed with fans
drinking out of clear plastic
glasses with plain block letter-
ing that implored: “Please re-
turn me. I'm reusable!” People
were guided to drop the cups
in bright yellow bins, so they
could be collected and taken
to a facility to be cleaned, san-
itized and packaged for reuse.

About 200 music venues,

PN oS

MISSION MODE: Relief materials being unloaded from a boat at a flood affected village under Baliapal block of Balasore district, Monday

on rampa

causing utter inconvenience to
commuters.

Leader of Opposition and
BJD president Naveen Pat-
naik in a post on X asked Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi, who is also in charge of the
Home department, to “restore
faith in his government and
not allow this heinous act to
go unpunished like the assault
on an officer by the ex-Gover-
nor’s son.”

The incident occurred when
Sahoo was hearing grievances
at his chamber in BMC.

“Around five or six unknown
youths forcefully entered into
my chamber. I thought that
they have come to lodge their
grievances. A corporator was
also with them, who asked me
whether I had misbehaved
with BJP leader Jagannath

AL | I
stadiums, arenas, zoos and con-
vention centers across the Unit-
ed States are using r.World’s
‘ugly cups.’

Whereas just a few years ago,
environmentally conscious ven-
ue operators promoted recy-
cling to steer waste away from
landfills, there has been a grow-
ing movement in favor of reus-
able food and drink containers.

Venues are now seeking out
full-service reuse companies,

Pradhan. With this small inter-
action, the group of miscreants
dragged me from the office and
manhandled me,” Sahoo told
media persons.

The video of the officer being
manhandled by a group of mis-
creants, spread like wildfire and
government employees in large
numbers came to the streets.

In protest, BMC employees
staged a dharna at the office
premises and ceased work for
the day, demanding immediate
action against the culprits and
enhanced security for civic staff.

BMC Mayor Sulochana Das,
also a BJD leader, termed the in-
cident as “highly unfortunate”.

Meanwhile, condemning the
attack, Odisha Administrative
Service Association has called
for a protest from July 1, and
decided to go on mass leave.

willing to pay higher costs to
avoid the scourge of plastic
waste. Last year, the world’s
second-largest concert promot-
er, AEG, replaced all single-use
cups at the Crypto.com Arena
in Los Angeles with reusable
drinkware. Businesses are pop-
ping up around the country to
meet the demand, with names
like Re:Dish, Bold Reuse and
Cup Zero.

“I wish I could say reuse
is mainstream. It’s not quite
there yet, but there certainly
is a groundswell,” said Caro-
line Vanderlip, founder of the
company Re:Dish, which has
industrial-scale washing facil-
ities in Philadelphia, New York
and Boston.

When the company began
signing up clients in 2022,
Vanderlip said most of the in-
terest came from big business-
es with company cafeterias.
Re:Dish is now in universities,
K-12 public schools, senior liv-
ing centers and is about to ink

15 killed, 34 injured in
Telangana plant blast

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sangareddy (Telangana),
June 30: Fifteen people died
and 34 persons suffered inju-
ries in the explosion at Sigachi
Industries’ pharma plant in
Telangana’s Sangareddy dis-
trict, state Health Minister C
Damodar Rajanarasimha said
Monday night.

The minister, who monitored
the rescue and relief operations,
said the death toll rose to 15.
Earlier, it was 13.

The government is providing
advanced medical care to the in-
jured and shifted two of them to
different private super-special-
ty hospitals, he told reporters.

Describing the incident as
very unfortunate, he said the
government would ensure re-
spectable compensation to the
kin of the deceased.

Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy would visit the accident
site Tuesday morning, he add-
ed.

The government is hopeful
that the remaining people will
recover soon, he added.

Expressing grief over the
tragedy, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi conveyed condolenc-
es to those who lost their loved
ones in the incident. He wished
an early recovery to the injured.

concerts

its first deal with an arena, she
said. What started as a coastal
movement is growing, she said.
“I have heard from three mar-
kets in the Midwest in the last
two weeks.”

The change has been rapid.
Martin wouldn’t share finan-
cial details about his Minne-
apolis-based company, but he
pointed to the number of reus-
able cups and food containers it
has in circulation as evidence
of its growth.

Back home, the Bhu-
baneswar Municipal Corpo-
ration (BMC) has an order in
place instructing the street ven-
dors to discontinue the use of
disposable items such as paper
plates and cups in an effort to
promote hygiene and sustain-
ability. However, the vendors
can serve food using reusable
utensils like steel plates with
oil papers placed on those while
serving. A few tea stalls in the
City have replaced paper cups
with glass and clay cups.

In a post on 'X', he announced
an ex gratia of 32 lakh from the
Prime Minister's National Re-
lief Fund for the next of kin of
the deceased and 350,000 for the
injured.

Meanwhile, anxious family
members of workers employed
at the plant arrived here in
search of their near and dear
ones, although many got little
information.

The worried family mem-
bers, who said they had no in-
formation about the well-being
of their loved ones soon after
the tragedy, questioned police
personnel and even visiting
the Health Minister for details
about the safety of the workers.

The workmen of the factory
belong to various states, in-
cluding Odisha, Bihar and West
Bengal, besides Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh.
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20.58L to lose
ration in state

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, June 30: The
state government will suspend
ration cards of nearly 20.58
lakh people for not doing e-KYC
verification, Food Supplies and
Consumer Welfare Minister
Krushna Chandra Patra said
here Monday.

The minister said the last day
for e-KYC verification was Mon-
day (June 30). The verification
drive was started across the
state in August 2024 to remove
ineligible and dead beneficiaries
from the national and state food
security schemes. The deadline
was extended multiple times.

“We are planning to suspend
the ration cards of 20.58 lakh
beneficiaries, who have not
completed their e-KYC verifi-
cation till the last date. We will
give them a window period of
three months,” Patra said.

During the next three months,
their rice quota will not be issued
so that all genuine beneficiaries
will come to the fair price stores
for their quota of rice, he said.
“Whenever they will visit the
PDS store, we will conduct their
e-KYC verification and renew
their ration cards,” the minis-
ter said. He further said that the
government will deactivate the
ration cards of the beneficiaries,
who will not turn out at the PDS
stores during the period.

Stampede: OHRC notice
to Puri administration

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, June 30: Ex-
pressing concern over the death
of three persons and injuries to
about 50 people in a stampede
during the Rath Yatra in Puri,
Odisha Human Rights Commis-
sion (OHRC) Monday asked the
district administration and the
police to take appropriate mea-
sures to prevent occurrence of
similar incidents in the future.

While taking up a petition
pertaining to the tragic inci-
dent that sparked a statewide
outrage, the rights panel served
notices on the Puri Collector and
Superintendent of Police (SP) to
inform the OHRC about what
actually led to the stampede de-
spite having foolproof security.

The OHRC has also directed
the authorities to provide prop-
er healthcare to the injured
persons. At least three devotees,

including two women, were killed
and around 50 others injured in
the stampede near the chariots
at Saradhabali in front of the
Shree Gundicha Temple in Puri
Sunday.

Opposition Congress and
BJD have criticised the state
government and “held it re-
sponsible” for the incident.

Hours after the tragedy,
Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi issued an apology to the
devotees of Lord Jagannath.
The state government has sus-
pended two police officers on
charge of dereliction of duty
and transferred Puri Collector
and SP with immediate effect.

The CM also announced a
compensation of 25 lakh each
to the bereaved families. The
state government has asked the
Development Commissioner to
probe the incident and submit
areport within 30 days.
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PNN & AGENCIES

Puri/Bhubaneswar, June 30: A
day after the stampede in Puri in
which three persons were killed
and 50 others injured, Develop-
ment Commissioner (DC) Anu
Garg Monday started the admin-
istrative probe into the incident.

Garg, who is also the Addi-
tional Chief Secretary (ACS),
has been entrusted with the in-
quiry into the tragedy near Gun-
dicha Temple in Puri during the
Rath Yatra. She visited Puri and
inspected the place of tragedy
where the stampede took place.

“Today, I saw the spot where
the stampede took place Sunday
morning. I have also discussed
with the people connected with
the incident. I have been allowed
30 days of time to inquire the mat-
ter,” Garg told reporters at Puri.

The DC said, “I will inquire
into the circumstances under
which such a very unfortunate
incident took place. I will also
see what more measures could
be further taken to avoid such
incidents in future.”

Apart from verifying the
place of occurrence, Garg had a
preliminary discussion with Ar-
abinda Padhee, who is the chief
administrator of Shree Jagan-
nath Temple Administration
(SJTA). Padhee is looking after
different aspects of the Rath Ya-
tra including rituals.

7 yellow anacondas born at NZP

Bhubaneswar: Seven yellow
anacondas were born at Nandan-
kanan Zoological Park (NZP) Sunday,
marking a significant addition to the
Zoo’s reptile population, an official
said. The parent snakes were brought
from the Madras Crocodile Bank Trust
in October 2019. The last breeding
happened in July 2022. With the new
births, the Zoo now has two adult
males, two adult females, and ten
young yellow anacondas. One more
snake is expected to deliver soon, the
Zoo official said. This is an important
step in the Zoo’s efforts to protect
and care for reptiles, he said. The
yellow anacondas are mostly found in
Bolivia, Paraguay and Brazil.

CLASSIFIED

_ By virtue of an affidavit

sworn before the
Executive Magistrate,
Bolangir, No.1744

date 09.06.2025, I,
Dayanidhi Dharua,
R/o. - Jaljadipali,

P.O. - Chhatapipal,

PS. - Puintala, Dist. -
Bolangir declare that
my name has been
wrongly mentioned as
Nidhi Dharua in my
Aadhaar card No.xxxx
xxxX 0324 instead of
Dayanidhi Dharua.
Now I want to rectify of
my name as Dayanidhi
Dharua for all purposes.

By virtue of an affidavit
sworn before the Notary
Public, Rayagada,
No0.10685 dtd.30.06.2025,
I, Sri Monotosh Mondal,
S/o0 - Sri Golak Mondal
resident of Jagannath
Mandir Street, near
Opposite KNK Rice Mill,
Rayagada, P.O./PS./
Tah/Dist. : Rayagada,
Odisha state that, my
name is mentioned as
Monotosh Mondal in
my son’s Aadhaar Card.
In his 10th Migration
Certificate my name
has been mentioned

as Manotosh Mondal.
Hence Monotosh
Mondal and Manotosh
Mondal is one and same
person.

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-SaiAudio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-909007 1530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090080404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 8938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.

Besides, Garg also spoke to
the Puri District Collector and
SP. She had a preliminary dis-
cussion with police officers, per-
sonnel of Jagannath Temple Po-
lice (JTP), senior servitors and
also some mediapersons.

While Garg completed her
first visit to Puri Monday, sourc-
es said she will start the next
phase of inquiry after the com-
pletion of the Rath Yatra July
8. She will submit the report to
CM Mohan Charan Majhi on the
stampede incident in a month.

Law Minister Prithiviraj
Harichandan said that the gov-
ernment has so far transferred
the Collector and SP of Puri be-
sides placing two police officers
under suspension on charge of
dereliction of duty. “The gov-
ernment will certainly take
action based on the findings
of the administrative inquiry
conducted by the DC,” he said.

Meanwhile, Congress rejected
the state government’s order for
an administrative inquiry into the
incident and demanded a judicial
inquiry by the Puri District Judge.

The BJD held the state gov-
ernment ‘completely responsi-
ble’ for the chaos in Puri and the
stampede. The party demanded
the resignation of Deputy Chief
Minister Pravati Parida, who
was heading a ministerial com-
mittee to oversee Rath Yatra af-
fairs and the Law Minister.

downtown

Administrative probe
into stampede begins

Addressing a press confer-
ence, BJD spokesperson Lenin
Mohanty Monday alleged that
there were no administrative
officers or policemen present
during the place of stampede
even as the record says that 22
platoons (one platoon comprises
30 personnel) or 660 police per-
sonnel were deployed near the
Gundicha Temple.

“The state government is
fully responsible for the loss
of three devotees’ lives and the
injury of more than 50 others
in the stampede. The state gov-
ernment addressed the situa-
tion only after BJD president
Naveen Patnaik reacted. The
government hastily changed the
District Magistrate and SP and
tried to remove the blame from
its own head,” Mohanty alleged.

The BJD raised questions on
the deployment of hundreds of Al
cameras and CCTV cameras for
monitoring the Rath Yatra if they
were not used during the crisis.
“If there were so many systems,
then how did such an incident
happen? The government should
provide insurance coverage for
all the devotees coming to Puri
during the Rath Yatra in the com-
ing days,” the BJD leader said.

Meanwhile, a group of accredit-
ed journalists from Bhubaneswar
Monday met the CM highlighting
issues they faced while covering
the Rath Yatra in Puri.

RCPS GLASGOW FELLOWSHIP
CONFERRED ON SOA PRO-VC

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 30: Prof
(Dr) Neeta Mohanty, Pro-Vice
Chancellor (Research Collabo-
ration) at Siksha ‘O’ Anusand-
han (SOA) Deemed to be Uni-
versity, has been awarded the
prestigious Fellowship of the
Royal College of Physicians and
Surgeons (RCPS) of Glasgow.
The honour recognises her
exceptional contributions to
dental education, research,
innovation, and public health.

The 425-year-old RCPS of
Glasgow is a global communi-
ty of healthcare professionals
committed to improving pa-
tient care through education
and innovation.

Prof Neeta, who served
as dean of SOA’s Institute
of Dental Sciences (IDS) for
over a decade, has exemplified
transformative leadership in
oral health and dental educa-
tion. With an academic career
spanning more than 28 years,
she has played a pivotal role
in shaping future dental pro-
fessionals, driving impactful
research, and strengthening

institutional governance.

She has more than one hun-
dred peer reviewed publica-
tions to her credit including
in high impact factor interna-
tionally acclaimed journals,
books and book chapters. Her
research work had culminat-
ed in United States and Indian
patents backed by government
grants.

Prof Neeta is the director of
Cochrane India Affiliate Center
at IDS and is also the founder
of Orease Oral Care Solutions
Private Limited, a start-up fo-
cused on innovative solutions
in oral care.

KITE KALEIDOSCOPE: The skies near Light House Square on Puri beach recently came alive with a vibrant kite festival, organised by Planet

Development Foundation 2.0.

SINGH DEO: COLD
STORAGES IN EVERY
SUB-DIVISION SOON

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 30: In a
major move towards strength-
ening agricultural infrastruc-
ture and safeguard farmers’
produce, the state government
has decided to construct cold
storages in every sub-division.

This was revealed by Deputy
Chief Minister and Minister of
Agriculture, Farmers Empow-
erment and Energy, Kanak
Vardhan Singh Deo at a meet-
ing held at Lok Seva Bhavan
Monday.

The meeting focused on
expanding cold storage infra-
structure to prevent post-har-
vest losses, eliminate artificial
shortages, and ensure better
price realisation for farmers.
“Providing farmers with effec-
tive farm-to-market linkages,
fair prices for their produce,
and protecting surplus crops
are our top priorities,” the
Deputy CM, who chaired the
meeting, said.

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of the initiative, Singh
Deo noted that Odisha, once a
food-deficit state, has now be-
come a food-surplus state. “Our
surplus fruits, vegetables, and
grains are now reaching foreign
markets. There is growing in-
ternational demand for Odis-
ha’s indigenous fragrant rice
and vegetables,” he said.

He added that agriculture is
not only a year-round source of
food but also provides sustained
employment in the state.

Soil conservation joint

dir under Vig scanner

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 30:
Vigilance sleuths carried
out simultaneous searches at
eight locations linked to Soil
Conservation and Watershed
Development Joint Director
(Bhubaneswar) Dayanidhi
Bagh on allegations of pos-
sessing disproportionate as-
sets (DA) and claimed to have
unearthed crores worth assets
including 84-acre land, which
is highest in the history of
Odisha Vigilance, belonging
to the officer, Monday.

Vigilance sleuths, led by 10
deputy superintendents of po-
lice, eight inspectors, 10 ASIs
and other supporting staffers,
conducted the searches at
three places in Bhubaneswar,
two in Kalahandi and three in
Nabarangpur rerated to Bagh
on the basis of search war-
rants issued by the Special
Judge, Vigilance, Bhawani-
patna.

Bagh was a former project
director of the Watershed De-
partment in Rayagada.

Following the searches, the
anti-corruption wing claimed
to have unearthed assets
worth crores of rupees in the
name of Bagh and his family
members.

A 1450 sqft 3BHK flat in
Gothapatana area of Bhu-
baneswar, a 3000 sqft under
construction building at

National Doctors’ Day: A celebration under crisis

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, June 30: As
Odisha gears up to observe
National Doctors’ Day (July
1), the occasion is tinged with
concern. While heartfelt trib-
utes honour the dedication
of medical professionals, the
state’s healthcare infrastruc-
ture tells a troubling story
— more than 74 per cent of
specialist posts in Communi-
ty Health Centres (CHCs) lie
vacant. Out of 1,500 sanctioned
posts, only 386 are filled, ex-
posing a severe shortfall that
continues to hamper rural
healthcare delivery.

The issue was recently ac-
knowledged in the state As-
sembly, where Health Minister
Mukesh Mahaling admitted to
the acute shortage of special-
ists. For millions living in Odi-
sha’s remote districts, this cri-
sis means delayed diagnoses,
restricted treatment options,
and long, often unaffordable,
journeys to urban centres for

even basic specialist care.

Orissa POST spoke to ex-
perts to understand the root
causes behind the persistent
vacancies — and why filling
these critical roles remains a
daunting challenge.

Health expert Amrit Patto-
joshi attributed the shortage to
poor working conditions. “The
infrastructure is outdated or
non-functional. Junior doctors
are often left alone to handle
complicated cases without
proper support. In such an

environment, motivation fades
quickly,” he explained.

Pattojoshi advocates a
rotation-based model, sug-
gesting that doctors serve in
rural areas for three years
before becoming eligible for
a posting of their choice. He
also emphasised the need for
improved infrastructure and
quality schooling options for
doctors’ families.

Subasish Behera, another
health expert, pointed to the
stark urban-rural divide in
medical access. “Over 70 per
cent of Odisha’s population
resides in rural areas, yet a
single doctor may be responsi-
ble for more than 10,000 people.
In contrast, urban areas enjoy
a much better ratio of about
1:1,500,” he noted.

Prasant Nayak, head of
the Urology department at
AIIMS-Bhubaneswar, said that
National Doctors’ Day is like
taking another oath as a doc-
tor — a renewed commitment
to serve patients with dedica-

tion and compassion.

Nayak added that the state
has made significant strides
over the past five years, espe-
cially in areas such as cancer
treatment, radiotherapy, and
other specialised care.

AIIMS-Bhubaneswar execu-
tive director Ashutosh Biswas
remarked, “Doctors are the
backbone of the healthcare
system—serving with unwav-
ering dedication, compassion,
and expertise. Their commit-
ment goes far beyond healing
bodies; they touch hearts and
transform lives every single
day.”

Bhoomika Dash, actress and
practicing dentist, emphasised
that the medical profession
works for the well-being of
society. As a dental specialist,
she strives to raise awareness
about oral health care, high-
lighting that many people of-
ten do not take dental hygiene
seriously, which can lead to se-
rious health concerns, includ-
ing oral cavity cancer.

™

Padalguda in Nabarangpur
town, a 1400 sqft shopping
complex in Nabarangpur
town, a farm house spread
over 40 acres at Bijraguda in
Nabarangpur, another farm
house spread over 6 acres at
Phatakote in Nabarangpur, 27
acres of land in Nabarangpur
district and 11 acres of land on
the outskirts of Bhabanipatna
town were among the assets
found in the name of Bagh and
his family members.

“These apart, ¥58,41,422 as
bank deposits was also found,”
they said.

OP PHOTO

OHRC seeks report
on 19 migrant
workers’ detention

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 30:
The Odisha Human Rights
Commission (OHRC) has tak-
en suo motu cognizance of a
complaint alleging the illegal
detention of 19 migrant la-
bourers from Malda district,
West Bengal, by the Mahan-
ga Police in Cuttack district.
The matter was mentioned by
complainant Pradipta Nayak,
who based his plea on media
reports.

According to the com-
plaint, despite showing val-
id identity proofs like Aad-
haar and Voter ID cards,
the workers were allegedly
detained without legal justi-
fication. It is further alleged
that their mobile phones
were seized and they were
sent to a detention centre in
Athagarh.

The complainant sub-
mitted a letter from the In-
spector-in-Charge (IIC) of
Harischandrapur Police Sta-
tion in Malda, confirming
that the individuals in ques-
tion are permanent residents
of the area and that their fam-
ilies had sought police verifi-
cation of their whereabouts.
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2 Maoists killed in

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baliguda, June 30: Kand-
hamal district police achieved
a significant breakthrough
Monday in their anti-Maoist
operations as they neutralised
two hardcore Maoists in a gun-
fight deep inside a forest under
Baliguda police limits.

Acting on intelligence inputs
about the presence of Maoists
near the Indrisuga reserve
forest, a joint operation was
launched by the District Vol-
untary Force (DVF) on the
instructions of Kandhamal SP
Harisha BC. Around 12 noon,
an exchange of fire broke out
between the Maoists and the

DVF team.

In the ensuing encounter,
two cadres of the Kalahan-
di-Kandhamal-Boudh-Nay-
agarh (KKBN) division of
the banned Communist Par-
ty of India-Maoist (CPI-Mao-

ist), identified as Manku
and Chandan, were Kkilled.
Preliminary investigation
suggests that Manku was
an Area Committee Member
(ACM) and Chandan was
an active party cadre of the
Maoist group operating in
the region.

Following the gun battle,
police recovered one rifle, a re-
volver, live ammunition, one
walkie-talkie, batteries, and

MAN BEATEN TO DEATH

POST NEWS NETWORK

Digapahandi, June 30: A man
was allegedly beaten to death
with a wooden stick in the ear-
1y hours of Monday following a
heated argument in Bhismagiri
village under Digapahandi po-
lice limits in Ganjam district.
The deceased, identified as
B Ramachandra Patra alias
~Tulu, 40, had recently returned
to his native village from Bhu-
baneswar, where he worked as
a daily wage labourer. Since
last Friday, his family was con-

ducting a religious ceremony in
honour of Lord Nrusingha at
their residence. The event was
attended by relatives and close
friends, but one neighbour K
Santosh Patra, 32, and his fam-
ily were reportedly not invited.
Sources said Santosh con-
fronted Ramachandra Sunday
evening regarding the exclusion,
leading to a heated exchange
that escalated into a brief scuf-
fle. Though community elders
and family members mediated
a truce, tensions remained.
Later that night, due to a

encounter

other Maoist materials from
the spot. The bodies of the two
Maoists were also retrieved.

According to police sources,
alarge-scale combing operation
involving the Special Opera-
tions Group (SOG), DVF, and
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) is underway in the re-
gion to flush out any remaining
insurgents.

The successful operation is
seen as a major blow to Mao-
ist activity in Kandhamal dis-
trict, which has seen increased
counter-insurgency efforts in
recent months.

Director General of Police
YB Khurania congratulated
the Kandhamal SP and the
DVF team for the successful
anti-Maoist operation.

The Odisha Police, in a press
statement Monday, declared it
a major success in its operation
against the Maoists.

Two dreaded CPI(Maoist)
cadres, each carrying a reward
of 33 lakh on their heads, were
arrested by the Malkangiri Po-
lice earlier June 13.

As per reports, as many as
six Maoists were Killed by the
security forces while the cops
arrested eight other ultras in
2024 in Odisha. Police sources
revealed that 24 Maoists have
surrendered in 2024.

Two men row a boat in flood affected Bhograi block

in Balasore as the area remained marooned

Flood waters gushes on a village road under Bhograi block

OVER PETTY ARGUMENT

power outage around 2am, Ra-
machandra was sleeping out-
side on the verandah. At dawn,
Santosh allegedly attacked him
with a wooden stick while he
was asleep, beating him to
death before fleeing the village.

Upon receiving information,
Digapahandi police reached the
spot, recovered the body, and
sent it to the Berhampur Dis-
trict Headquarters Hospital for
post-mortem. A forensic team
and dog squad from Berham-
pur also visited the scene and
conducted a field investigation.

Berhampur SP Saravana Vivek
M personally visited the site and
later reviewed the case progress
at the local police station.

Police registered a case
(236/25) and initially detained
two of Santosh’s relatives for
questioning. They were later
released. Based on further
intelligence, Santosh was ap-
prehended from Digapahandi
bus stand while attempting
to escape. During the inves-
tigation, the stick used in the
murder was recovered from a
nearby drain.

People travel in knee-deep water in flood affected
Udala block of Mayurbhanj district
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RDC B Parameswaran, Balasore Collector Suryawanshi Mayur Vikas
and officials visiting a flood affected village under Bhograi block or protos

Landslide at Similipal; 3 GPs marooned

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baripada, June 30: Commu-
nications to three panchayats
in Similipal National Park was
disrupted due to a landslide in-
side the wildlife sanctuary in
Mayurbhanj district following
incessant rainfall Sunday night
triggered by a low-pressure.
The landslide occurred near
the Mahubhandar village near
the main road connecting Ka-
likaprasad with Gudugudia
area in the wildlife sanctuary.
The total rainfall at various

places in Similipal record-
ed during last 12 hours was
432.60mm while the average is
24.03mm.

Plying of four-wheelers to
Gudgudia and Kalikaprasad ar-
ea inside the wildlife sanctuary
has been banned. State Forest

and Environment Minister Ga-
nesh Ram Singh Khuntia and
Sai Kiran, deputy director,
North Division of Similipal
Tiger Reserve visited the spot
and took stock of the situation.
The minister has directed
all concerned officials to clear
the area and resume travelling
on the route. Ambulances, fire
brigade personnel and tourists
taking night halt in the wildlife
sanctuary have been asked to
take the Chahala route and re-
turn via Jashipur to safety.
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To hope for a true change of
human life without a change of
human nature is an irrational
and unspiritual proposition

SRI AUROBINDO

New Democratic Face

S President Donald Trump, who had comfortably defeated his
l ; Democratic rival Kamala Harris in the recent presidential elec-
tion and exuded supreme confidence since then, now seems to
be rattled by the challenge posed by Democratic candidate for the
mayoral election of the crucial New York City, Zohran Mamdani. The
President seems so perturbed that months before the election is to be
held, he has threatened to cut New York off from federal funds if the
favoured mayoral candidate, a democratic socialist, “doesn’t behave
himself” should he be elected. On the surface, the verbal war assumes
the appearance of the battle between David and Goliath. For, it does
not make much sense that the mighty US President could launch such
a venomous attack on the Democratic mayoral candidate calling him
“apure Communist” and a “100% Communist lunatic.” A few months
ago, no one had even heard of Mamdani outside of local politics, but
now he is being lionised and pilloried by some of America’s biggest
political players.
In fact, the life story of the 33-year-old Democrat became a big part
of his campaign. He was born in Kampala in Uganda to a family of

oower Post

PLAYING WITH PREAMBLE

Jagdish Rattanani

t would be incorrect to

categorise the coordi-

nated RSS-BJP attack on

the words “secular” and
“socialist” in the preamble of
the Constitution as a “debate”
in the India of today. This is a
thought-through and raked-up
agenda that does not serve the
nation or indeed the RSS-BJP.
In fact, it only serves to con-
firm widespread fears that the
combine is looking for newer
ways to play with the basic
structure of the Constitution,
further adding weight to the
view long propagated that the
RSS never really accepted Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar’s Con-
stitution. It is also a reminder
of the failed “chaar sau paar”
campaign that curtailed the
BJP amid fears that the three-
fourths majority it sought in

If this is an over-planned, strategically
designed precision strike to take the nation in
a new direction, it doesn’t speak well of the
concerns and priorities of the ruling alliance

2028. If this scheme (and a
host of others) does not come
from a belief in the ideals of a
welfare state, then what does

clarifying what was believed
to be already present as a basic
feature of the Constitution.”
In 1974 (St. Xavier College

between the legislature, the
executive and the judiciary
(e) Federal character of the
Constitution. “The above foun-
dation and the above basic fea-
tures are easily discernable
not only from the Preamble
but the whole scheme of the
Constitution,” the Justices
ruled. After the Emergency,
in the Minerva Mills case of
July 1980, the Court ruled that
“no exception can be taken” to
the changes in the Preamble
because “those amendments
are not only within the frame-
work of the Constitution, but
they give vitality to its philos-
ophy; they afford strength and
succour to its foundation.”

It is this precious heritage
that is now sought to be scut-
tled. A similar attempt was
seen in 2015, when the Union

Indian ancestry before he moved to New York at age seven. His mother, the general elections of 2024 it stand for? Are these doles  Society v/s State of Gujarat), = government issued ads that
Mira Nair, is a well-known Indian American filmmaker who was born was to have the numbers to  to keep the poor quiet while  the Supreme Court held that depicted an image of the Pre-
in Rourkela, Orissa. His father is Mahmood Mamdani, a professor IN THE HISTORIC tamper with the Constitution  pro-rich policies take hold? Is  “though the Constitution did = amble but without the words
at Columbia University who specialises in the study of colonialism. and change its character. If there dishonesty at the heart  not speak of a secular state, “socialist” and “secular”.
Being branded a Communist in the USA is a risky proposition and KESHAVANANDA that goal continues to this ofpolicymaking, oristhereal there could be no doubt that  Soon, BJP leaders Arun Jait-
hence Mamdani quickly clarified he is not a Communist. But he reaf- BHARTI CASE day, itonly speaks of the fixed-  situation so dire thatasmuch  the Constitution-makers want-  ley, M. Venkaiah Naidu and
firmed his commitment to raise taxes on the wealthiest New Yorkers ness of a divisive agenda that  as 70% of India (that benefits  ed to establish such a State,” = Amit Shah denied that there
while saying he does not think the country should have billionaires. OF 19731 WELL cannot be concealed by the at-  from the scheme) cannot hold  Kashyap writes. Also, as he  was any move to amend the
Trump has said if Mamdani wins, “he’s got to do the right thing or BEFORE THE tempted cleverness in citing  out without free grains? notes, secularism in particular ~ Preamble.
they’re not getting any money.” More than $100bn flows to New York EMERGENCY the Emergency to write down While it is true that “social-  is inherent in the guarantee of But the raking up of the is-
City from the federal government through different entities and pro- ’ or erase “socialist” and “sec-  ist” and “secular” were insert-  freedom of religion as a fun-  sue again indicates that noth-
grammes. A 13-JUDGE  ular” from the Constitution. ed in the preamble by the 42nd ~ damental right. Ditto for so-  ing about the BJP might be
Mamdani has said the President has become so personal in his at- BENCH RULED BY By running this campaign, Constitutional Amendment cialism because the Preamble  casual or not thought through
tack because he wants to distract from what Mamdani is supposedly the BJP also runs the risk of  Act during the Emergency, itself spelt out the high ideals = with a load of ideological as-
fighting for. He asserted he is a follower of the US civil rights activist MAJORITY THAT Dbeing seen more as a party  whichremains a dark chapter ~ when it was resolved to secure ~ sumptions and fixed frames
Martin Luther King Jr., who once remarked that there has to be a THE ‘SECULAR aligned to powerful interests  in the history of free India, it  to all citizens “justice, social, = that do not help policy in a
better distribution of wealth for all of “God’s children in this coun- of big business, turning away  is not true that the values go  economic and political”; and  fast-changing world. If this is
try.” Mamdani has set out his agenda in clear terms which is to raise CHARACTER from welfarism and more  against the grain or the spirit  “equality of status and oppor-  an over-planned, strategically
taxes on New York’s wealthiest and shift the tax burden from over- OF THE firmly into the grip of chosen  of the Constitution. These are  tunity.” designed precision strike to
taxed homeowners in the outer boroughs to more expensive homes in crony capitalists who have effectively the only parts of In the historic Keshavanan-  take the nation in a new di-
richer and whiter neighbourhoods. He has claimed his agenda is not CONSTITUTION’ fattened since the party took  the amendment that sit today = da Bharti case of 1973, well be-  rection, it doesn’t speak well
driven by race, but is more of an assessment of what neighbourhoods WAS PART power at the Centre in 2014. 50 years down the line. Other  fore the Emergency, a 13-judge  of the concerns and priorities
are being under-taxed and what are over-taxed. On the other hand, The policies have brought partsofthe Amendment have bench ruled by majority that  of the ruling alliance. This is a
Republicans have accused him of being a Moslem sympathiser, him OF ITS ‘BASIC increasing inequality, built beenrepealed or struck down, the “secular character of the time India faces several burn-
being a Moslem first and due to his pro-Palestine views. His critics STRUCTURE’ a jobless growth and have in ~ but the words added tothe Pre-  Constitution” was part of its  ing issues, the global turmoil

say he wants to change the future of New York through policies which
would benefit immigrant families.

It is significant that becoming the Democrat’s nominee means the
New York progressives now have something to be hopeful about. Since
the defeat of Kamala Harris in November, the Democratic Party has
been in the throes of an identity crisis. Some believe future electoral
success lies in embracing the left fringe of the party, others want the
centre to hold. With 43.5 per cent of the vote in the first round, Mam-
dani is now poised to run as the party’s candidate for mayor of New
York at the general election on 4 November.

He has said his fight is not just about New York, but about the Dem-
ocratic Party. His words match the rhetoric of Trump and his party.
His victory in the primaries has energised the progressive wing of the
Democratic Party which has seized on his success as evidence that

_a bold left-wing platform can be electorally successful. Mamdani has
been promising free buses, rent freezes, stabilised housing and the
development of a chain of city-owned grocery stores to bring down
the prices of basics.

Perhaps the most contentious issue in this campaign has been his
position on Israel and Palestine, despite the New York mayor not hav-
ing any foreign policy responsibilities. Mamdani, himself a Moslem,
has accused Israel of committing genocide in Gaza and practising
apartheid. He has even said he would arrest Israel Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu if the latter visits New York while he is mayor.
US Vice-President JD Vance has called Mamdani “the new leader of
the Democratic Party.” While Mamdani claims he is not anti-Semitic,
he embraces the term socialist. If Mamdani succeeds in getting elected
as the mayor of New York City, he could become a new face for the
Democrats.

WISDOM CORNER

part led to giveaways like the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana, described by the
government as “amongst the
world’s biggest social welfare
schemes aimed at ensuring
food and nutrition security.”
The scheme provides free
grains to over 800 million
Indians at an estimated total
cost 0f ¥11.80 lakh crore over
a five-year period, from 2024-

Austerity budgets are a gift to populists

4,“}

]

ime after time, austerity

Z budgets have provided

populist political par-

ties with political openings.

In the UK, France, Poland, and

elsewhere, populists have used

austerity budget cuts to brow-

beat “fiscally responsible” gov-
ernments.

Because of this dynamic,

it is hard to believe that Elon

Musk thought that US Presi-

amble stayed as they help re-
inforce and highlight what has
been the widely accepted ethos
of the Constitution. As Subash
C Kashyap, former Secretary
General of the 7th, 8th and 9th
Lok Sabha and a constitution-
al expert noted for his popu-
lar books on the Constitution
has written: “...the addition
(of the two words) had the
effect only of affirming and

is unusual. Of course, Repub-
licans have vigorously de-
nounced the spending plans
of past Democratic adminis-
trations. But when Republican
presidents are in power, these
affordability concerns instant-
ly vanish. While Republicans
understand that banging the
drumbeat of fiscal austerity is
a political instrument, Demo-
crats have been more earnest

“basic structure,” which is
“of supreme importance” and
“cannot by any form of amend-
ment be destroyed.” The court
identified the following as fea-
tures of the “basic structure”
that cannot be touched: (a)
Supremacy of the Constitution
(b) Republican and democratic
form of government (c) Secu-
lar character of the Constitu-
tion (d) Separation of powers

social safety net.

The recent decision by
Moody’s to downgrade the US
sovereign credit rating was
significant. If unrestricted
borrowing, coupled with end-
less tariff uncertainty, fuels
inflation and slows growth,
more downgrades will follow,
making it more expensive for
the US government to finance
its debts. Although this would

adding to internal woes. Itisa
pity if the ruling alliance would
spend its energies on redacting
well-accepted and indeed high-
ly regarded parts of the Pre-
amble rather than focusing on
building for the future.

The writer is a
journalist and faculty
member at SPJIMR.
©THE BILLION PRESS

course. Across Europe and
elsewhere, governments’ em-
brace of socialism for the rich
and austerity for everyone
else has fueled the rise of MA-
GA-like populist movements.
But the fact that so many
prominent Republicans are
objecting to Trump’s spending
bill reflects the hollow ideolog-
ical core that MAGA shares
with other right-wing popu-

. . p— dent Donald Trump’s inter- —or naive —about its virtues.  have adverse consequences for  list movements. A motley col-
‘ We will be more successful in all our endeavors if we can let Martijn Konings est in Musk's Department of  True, there is good political =~ America, it doesn’t represent  lection of intense grievances
go of the habit of running all the time, and take little pauses Government Efficiency was reason to join Republican an existential threat, which  does not easily translate into
to relax and re-center ourselves. And we'll also have a lot motivated by a genuine com-  dissenters in arguing thatthe  means that Democrats’ calls  a coherent economic strategy.
more joy in living ACROSS EUROPE mitment to saving publicmon-  bill's tax cuts for the rich are  for fiscal rectitude will not gain Instead, the Democratic
THICH NHAT HANH AND ELSEWHERE ey. His sense of betrayal was  “unaffordable.” But history traction among Republicans. Party should focus on build-
: nevertheless strong enough  suggests that the Democratic The party’sresolve torebal-  ing a progressive economic
‘ ‘ We are born weak, we need strength; helpless, we need aid; GOVERNMENTS g1at gg 161meas_‘ctf>d1 'Iglﬁmﬁ)’s Pﬂa\rty may so}(in lose si%ht ohf gnt(l:e the bqoks will, h(:iwlejver, Egll_icy ]gilatfornll that can ’rl‘nlf
foolish. we need reason. All that we lack at birth. all that we EMBRACE OF ne Big eau't1 ul Bi ct t e strafceglc C .aracter of suc influence intraparty et ate. ilize electoral support. e
’ . . cer . (OBBBA) - which is forecast = ideological alliances and end  Leaders of the Democratices- Democrats — and democrats
need when we come to man’s estate, is the gift of education SOCIALISM FOR to add trillions of dollars to  up playing an unfortunaterole  tablishment such as Harris, = worldwide — must offer a more
JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU THE RICH AND the US federal budget deficit  in a twisted morality play au- Gavin Newsom, and Rahm  appealing vision of the expan-
and national debt —as a “dis-  thored by the right. Emanuel would fall over one  sive use of the public purse.
“ Even a happy life cannot be without a measure of darkness, AUSTERITY FOR gusting abomination.” Even Since Ronald Reagan, every  another to reprise the Obama  Otherwise, they may not get
and the word happy would lose its meaning if it were not EVERYONE ELSE Steve Bannon, a key architect =~ Republican president hasdra-  years. But that era’s institu-  their hands back on the levers
balanced by sadness. It is far better take things as they of Trump’s populist MAGA  matically increased the deficit  tionalization of the bailout of fiscal policy for some time

come along with patience and equanimity HAS FUELED THE agenda and Musk’s ideological ~ through tax cuts and military  state and prolonged fiscal aus-  to come.

CARL JUNG RISE OF MAGA- adversary, has made similar ~ spending. By contrast, Dem- terity would push the country

criticisms of the bill, as have  ocratic administrations have  into another recession - pro- The writer is Professor
LIKE POPULIST prominent Senate Republi- done the work of reining in  viding fertile ground for pop- of Political Economy and
MOVEMENTS cans like Rand Paul and Ron  the country’s growing debt, ular discontent and further Social Theory at the

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

[l 1903: The Tour de France Bicycle Race is flagged off for the first time.
The now annual multi-leg bike race lasted for 20 days with a course that
stretched about 1,500 miles. The race was first created by the sports daily,
L'Auto, as a way to boost its circulation. The first Tour de France was win
by Italian-French racer, Maurice Garin.

Johnson.
Such dissent from the right

largely by slashing public in-
vestment and weakening the

political polarization.
The US is not alone, of

University of Sydney.
©PROJECT SYNDICATE

Data accessibility

Iran’s nuclear capabilities

Il 1908: SOS is adopted as the International Distress Signal. The 2nd
International Radiotelegraphic Convention, which was signed in December
1906, made the Morse code distress signal (e e e - — - e ¢ ¢), the standard
international maritime distress signal. Even though it was replaced
by the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System in 1999, SOS is
universally seen as a distress call and is often mistakenly thought to be an
abbreviation of Save Our Souls or Save Our Ship.

Sir, The recent US strikes on three of Iran’s uranium enrichment sites
have sparked a fierce debate in Washington. Was Iran's nuclear pro-
gramme destroyed, merely degraded, or left largely intact? The answer is
far from semantic—it will shape the next phase of American diplomacy,
deterrence, and possibly conflict. If the US operation truly obliterated
Iran's nuclear infrastructure—as claimed by President Trump—it would
demonstrate America's overwhelming capacity to neutralize Iran's weap-
ons programme at will. Yet, even then, diplomacy would be essential to
avoid repeated strikes. Iran, weakened, would be pressured to negotiate,
possibly offering to scale back or abandon its nuclear ambitions. But if
the strikes only delayed Iran's progress, the regime may believe it can
endure American firepower and rebuild. Satellite images showing suspi-
cious movement of vehicles at Fordow and Isfahan before the attack hint
that Iran may have relocated much of its enriched uranium—possibly the
entire 880-pound stockpile enriched to 60% purity. That, combined with
uncertainty over the fate of Iran's advanced centrifuges or undisclosed
facilities, means the threat may persist beneath the surface. All said and
done, Iran's accumulated nuclear knowledge cannot be bombed away.
Amarjeet Kumar, HAZARIBAGH

Sir, A commendable step by the government of In-
dia, the launch of the GolIStats mobile application
by the National Sample Survey Office (NSO) under
MOoSPI on National Statistics Day 2025 reflects a
bold and timely commitment to data accessibility
and public empowerment. This innovative plat-
form is designed to bring official statistics closer
to citizens—enabling students, researchers, poli-
cymakers, and the general public to explore vital
socio-economic indicators such as GDP, inflation,
and employment with ease. With its intuitive de-
sign, interactive “Key Trends” dashboard, down-
loadable reports, mobile-optimized data tables, and
arich infographics section, GolStats simplifies the
use of government data like never before. The app
promotes transparency, statistical awareness, and
trust by providing source-based visual insights that
are both informative and easy to interpret.
Krishna Kumar Vepakomma, HYDERABAD
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[l 1968: The United States, the United Kingdom, the USSR, and 59 other
states signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty in an attempt to halt
the spread of nuclear weapons.

Il 1979: Sony began selling its Walkman, a portable cassette player; an
international sensation, the device changed the way people listened to
music.

Il 1991: The Warsaw Pact, a defense treaty between 8 communist countries,
is formally disbanded in Prague. The pact was founded in 1955, during the
height of the Cold War, as a way to counterbalance the power of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in Western Europe.
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Burning of toxic waste closes macabre chapter

All 337 tons of waste
of Union Carbide
factory burnt to ashes
at disposal unit in MP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Indore, June 30: All 337 tons
of waste of the now defunct
Union Carbide factory in Bho-
pal has been burnt to ashes at
a disposal plant in Pithampur,
nearly six months after being
brought to the unit, an official
said Monday.

While 30 tons of the waste
was burnt earlier during three
trials at the plant, the remain-
ing 307 tons was incinerated
between May 5 and the inter-
vening night of June 29-30, the
State Pollution Control Board
official said, marking the end

" QUALITY EDUCATION

Arunachal shifts from
“aspirant’ to ‘performer’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Itanagar, June 30: Arunachal
Pradesh has made significant
strides in improving access to
quality education by reducing
the dropout rate at the second-

_ary level to 11.7 per cent and
achieving 100 per cent adjusted
net enrolment at the elementa-
ry level, Chief Minister Pema
Khandu has said.

Highlighting key education
sector achievements under his
administration's "PEMA 3.0
Year of Reforms and Growth",
Khandu said the state has al-
so recorded a substantial im-
provement in the pupil-teach-
er ratio, now standing at 11:1,
far better than the national
average of 24:1.

"These milestones reflect
our commitment to ensuring
inclusive and equitable qual-
ity education for all," Khan-
du said in a social media post
Sunday.

He announced that
Arunachal Pradesh has offi-
cially transitioned from an "As-
pirant" to a "Performer" state
in the NITI Aayog's SDG India
Index 2024 under Sustainable
Development Goal 4 (Quality
Education).

The SDG India Index, devel-
oped by NITI Aayog, serves as
the country's primary tool for
tracking national and sub-na-
tional progress on the Sus-
tainable Development Goals
(SDG).
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The highly poisonous methyl isocyanate gas
leaked from the Union Carbide factory in Bhopal
on the intervening night of December 2 and
3, 1984, causing one of the biggest industrial
disasters in the world. At least 5,479 persons
were killed and thousands were maimed

of a dark chapter of the 1984
Bhopal gas tragedy.

The waste disposal at
the plant in Dhar district's
Pithampur industrial area was
undertaken following direc-
tives of the Madhya Pradesh
High Court.

The highly poisonous meth-
yl isocyanate gas leaked from

the Union Carbide factory in
Bhopal on the intervening
night of December 2 and 3,
1984, causing one of the big-
gest industrial disasters in the
world. At least 5,479 persons
were Kkilled and thousands
were maimed.

The process of burning 307
tons of the factory waste at the

We have no
information about
any adverse effect on the

health of people living
in the surrounding areas
during the incineration
of the waste

SRINIVAS DWIVEDI I REGIONAL OFFICER,
STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

disposal plant operated by a
private company in Pitham-
pur began around 7.45
pm on May 5 and end-
ed on the interven-
ing night of June
29-30 at 1 am, State
Pollution Control
Board's regional of-
ficer Srinivas Dwive-
di told PTI.

It was incinerated at a
maximum rate of 270 kg per
hour under the supervision
of technical experts of the
Central Pollution Control
Board and the State Pollution
Control Board, following the
High Court's directive issued
on March 27, he said.

During the waste dispos-
al, the emission of different
gases and particles from the
Pithampur plant was moni-
tored on a real-time basis by
an online mechanism and all
the emissions were found to be
within the standard limits, the
official said.

According to Dwivedi, the
ash and other residue left af-
ter burning the total 337 tons
of waste were being safely
packed in sacks and kept in a
leak-proof storage shed of the
plant.

Special landfill cells were
being constructed as per the
scientific process to bury the
residue (waste leftovers) in
the ground, and this work is
expected to be completed by
November, he said.

"If everything goes well,
these residue will also be dis-
posed of by December. Before
this, the residue will be treated
scientifically so that their burial
does not cause any harm to the
environment," the official said.

The waste was transported
from Bhopal to the plant in
Pithampur, about 250 km from
the state capital, January 2.

Initially, 30 tons of waste was
burnt at the plant during three
trials.

After this, citing the analysis
report, the state government
told the HC that during the tri-
als conducted at the rates of 135
kg per hour, 180 kg per hour and
270 kg per hour, the emissions
were found to be within the pre-
scribed standards.

According to the state govern-
ment, the waste from the Union
Carbide factory includes soil
from the premises of the closed
unit, reactor residue, Sevin
(pesticide) residue, naphthal
residue and "semi-processed"
residue.

Scientific evidence shows that
the effect of Sevin and naphthal
chemicals in this waste has al-
ready become "almost negligi-
ble", as per the State Pollution
Control Board.

There was no presence of
methyl isocyanate gas in the
waste and it also did not con-
tain any radioactive particles,
it said.

Meme-worthy meltdown: MP CM suspends 8 engineers

INDO-ASTAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhopal, June 30: Bhopal’s
much-anticipated Aishbagh
Railway Overbridge (ROB),
intended to ease traffic conges-
tion after the closure of a key
railway crossing, has become
the centre of controversy fol-
lowing revelations of a dan-
gerously sharp 90-degree turn
in its design.

The Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment has taken swift action,
suspending eight engineers of
the Public Works Department
(PWD), including two Chief
Engineers, and initiating a

departmental inquiry against
a retired Superintending En-
gineer.

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
announced the disciplinary
measures late Sunday night via
apost on X, stating that he had
taken cognisance of the issue
and ordered an investigation.

The inquiry, conducted under
the supervision of PWD Minis-
ter Rakesh Singh and executed
by the National Highways Au-
thority of India (NHAI), found
serious lapses in the bridge’s
design and execution.

The NHAI report flagged the
90-degree turn as a major safety
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hazard, recommending that ve-
hicles should not exceed speeds
of 35-40 kmph while navigating
the curve. Any higher speed,
the report warned, could lead
to accidents.

The bridge, which spans 648
meters and cost 18 crore, was
originally scheduled for com-
pletion within 18 months of its
launch in May 2022. However,
delays and design flaws have
kept it from being inaugurat-
ed. The design flaw has not
only drawn criticism from en-
gineers and safety experts but
also sparked a wave of memes
and ridicule on social media.

Scolded over
phone use, minor
girl fakes her own
kidnapping

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Jabalpur, June 30: Upset after
being scolded by her mother for
excessive mobile phone use, a
13-year-old girl in Madhya
Pradesh’s Jabalpur allegedly
faked her own kidnapping and
even demanded a ransom of ¥15
lakh through a handwritten
note, police said Monday.

The girl, a Class 7 student
who lives with her mother in
Priyadarshini Colony under
the jurisdiction of Khamaria
police station, left home Sun-
day morning without inform-
ing anyone.

According to officials, the
mother initially assumed her
daughter had gone to visit
friends or her maternal grand-
mother and would return soon.
But as hours passed without
any sign of her, she began
making calls and searching
the area.

When no leads emerged af-
ter several hours, the mother
lodged a missing person com-
plaint at the Khamaria police
station, prompting police to
begin a widespread search.
Several teams were deployed
at various locations in the city.

During the search, the moth-
er found a handwritten note in-
side her daughter’s school bag
that claimed the girl had been
kidnapped. The note, written
in Hindi, read, "Your daugh-
ter has been kidnapped. If you
want her safe, arrange ¥15 lakh
within 15 days. If you inform
the police, she will be killed."

Following an extensive
search across seven locations
in the city, police finally traced
the girl to an isolated spot and
safely reunited her with her
mother.

EAST COAST RAILWAY

Tender No. 16-KUR-TRD-0OT-2025-26
IPL-1, IPL-2 AND PL-3 WITH TRAMWAY
TYPE OHE IN COACHING COMPLEX
OF BHUBANESWAR STATION.

EMD (%) : 2,00,700.00, Period of
Completion: 180 Days.

Bidding Start Date : 01.07.2025,

Date and Time of Closing of Tender :

At 1300 Hrs. of 15.07.2025.

Manual offers are not allowed against this
tender, and any such manual offer
received shall be ignored.
Compliete details and Tender]
documents will be available at website
hitp://www.ireps.gov.in

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (TRD),

PR-296/Q/25-26 Khurda Road

Following Raja’s murder, Meghalaya makes hiring guides must

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Shillong, June 30: In a move
aimed at enhancing the safety of
tourists, the authorities in Me-
ghalaya have made it compul-
sory for visitors to hire guides
while participating in outdoor
activities within the East Kha-
si Hills district, officials said
Monday.

The orders came a month
after Indore businessman Raja
Raghuvanshi's murder, planned
by his wife during their honey-
moon in the Sohra region of the
state.

"In view of safety reasons, it
is now mandatory for all tour-
ists to take the services of a
registered tourist guide while
undertaking treks (and outdoor

activities) in the area," East
Khasi Hills Deputy Commis-
sioner Rosetta M Kurbah said
in an order.

Mandatory guide services will
not only ensure better safety for
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visitors but also help prevent
incidents such as getting lost,
sustaining injuries, or being vul-
nerable to criminal activities in
isolated areas, she said.
Kurbah who is also the Chair-

India pavilion in NY to celebrate two centuries o

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, June 30: Assam's
Chief Secretary Ravi Kota has
inaugurated an India pavilion at
the Summer Fancy Food Show
2025 in New York to celebrate
200 years of Assam Tea.

Assam Tea is a global sym-

bol of strength, flavour, ‘

and heritage that has
shaped livelihoods,
cultures, and econ-
omies since its
discovery in 1823
along the banks

of the Brahma-
putra River, the

As we
celebrate 200 years
of Assam Tea, we do so
not only with pride in our
legacy but with a clear
vision for the future

future," he said

chief secretary RaVI KoTA | during the inau-
CHIEF SECRETARY, .

was quoted as ASSAM guration Sunday.

saying in an official For Assam, the pa-

statement. vilion serves as both a

"As we celebrate 200
years of Assam Tea, we do so
not only with pride in our lega-
cy but with a clear vision for the

celebratory and strategic
platform as Assam Tea stands
as a bridge between tradition
and innovation, Kota said.

He pointed out four startups --
Aromica Tea, Woolah Tea, Dorei
Tea, and Earth Tea - "provide a
flavour of tea startups brewing
innovation in Assam and so we
wanted to bring these brands
here".

"They are innovating new
blends of exotic tea, and I am

GOING GLOBAL

n 2024-25, over 100mn kg of
Assam tea were shipped to
over 90 countries, generating

nearly $285mn in exports

ajor destinations include

UK, Russia, UAE, Germany,
Iraq, and China, underscoring
Assam’s position as a trusted
supplier to both traditional and
emerging tea markets

confident that these innovations
will gain global visibility from
this event," he added.

He also highlighted the vital
role played by Assam's small
tea growers, who contribute
to 40 per cent of the state's pro-
duction, and also pointed out
the transformative impact of
bought-leaf factories in the eco-
system.

Kota said that a key enabler

person of the District Tourism
Promotion Society (DTPS) cit-
ed safety and security concerns
following the Raja Raghuvan-
shi murder case that shook the
state which also led to the arrest
of eight people from Indore.

Tourism officials said the or-
der would be strictly enforced,
and violators may face penalties
or be denied access to trekking
routes.

The administration also plans
to deploy more trained guides
and work with local communi-
ties to implement the directive
effectively.

The East Khasi Hills District
has popular trekking destina-
tions such as the double-deck-
er living root bridge, waterfalls
and meadows.

Assam Tea

of this thriving industry is the
Guwahati Tea Auction Centre,
the largest in India by volume.

Trading over 250 million
kg annually, it provides buy-
ers worldwide with access to
a diverse array of Assam teas
through a digital, transparent,
and highly regulated platform.

"The Assam government is
committed to deepening In-
dia-US relations through stra-
tegic initiatives involving Al,
blockchain, and specialised
summits," Kota said.

"We are also planning to host
the 'Heritage to Wellness' Tea
Showcase across the US and sign
MoUs with American universi-
ties, retailers, and innovation
platforms to enhance traceabil-
ity and promote sustainable
partnerships," he added.

Consul General of India in
New York Binaya S Pradhan
was also present on the occasion.

; GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
3 DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

0/0 THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
HADUA IRRIGATION DIVISION, NARASINGHPUR

e-Mail ld- hidirrigation@gmail.com
‘e’-Procurement Notice No. SE-HID (NSPR)-04/2025-26
No.A-: The Superintending Engineer, Hadua Irrigation Division,
Narasinghpur on behalf of the Governor of Qdisha invites online
percentage rate basis bid in single cover system through
e-procurement for the work mentioned below.

. 101 (One) Manpower Service Provider

' {on out sourcing basis

: {Approximately Rs.13.30 Lakhs

: |Rs.6,000/- (Non-refundable)

. |Registered Manpower Service Provider
From 10.00 A.M. of 01.07.2025 to 5.00
: |P.M. of 16.07.2025 in the website
(www.tendersodisha.gov.in)
16.07.2025 at 11.00 A.M. and onwards
: |in the O/o. the SE, Hadua Irrigation
Division, Narasinghpur

Total No. of Works

Estimated Cost put to tender
Tender Paper Cost
Class of Contractor

Aiwin] -

Availability of Bid documents and
receipt of bid through online

w

Date, time & place for opening of
online tenders

Date, time & Place for finalization
7 |of tender through transparent
lottery system (if required)
Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal of Government of Odisha
at www.tendersodisha.gov.in. The corrigendum/canceliation of the tender, if any will
be uploaded and can be seen from the above website only.

8d./- Superintending Engineer,
Hadua Irrigation Division, Narasinghpur

: {Intimated Later

OIPR-32243/11/0010/2526

EAST COAST RAILWAY

NOTIFICATION FOR APPOINTMENT OF
STATION TICKET BOOKING AGENT (STBA)

No. SDCM/KUR/STBA/NSG-6/2025/Phase-5 Dt.: 19.06.2025
Applications are invited for selection and appointment of StationTicket
Booking Agents (STBAs) for 03 (Three) years on commission basis at
20 (Twenty) "NSG-6" Category stations over Khurda Road Division of
East Coast Railway for issuing of Unreserved Tickets through
computerized Unreserved Ticketing System (UTS). Interested persons
fulfilling the stipulated conditions may apply in the prescribed format to
Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, East Coast Railway, Khurda
Road Division.

No. of STBASs required: Only one (01) STBA at each station to work Round the

Clock.

NAME OF THE STATIONS
(1) HARICHANDANPUR (HCNR), (2) PORJANPUR (PRNR), (3) TANGIRIAPAL
(TGRL), (4) NAYAGARH (NYG), (5) MAHIPUR (MAHI), (6) GOALDIH (GADH),
(7) BAITARANI ROAD (BTV), (8) TAPANG (TAP), (9) MANJURI ROAD (M2Z),
(10) RETANG (RTN), (11) NARANPUR (NANR), (12) RAJSUNAKHALA (RSKA),
(13) CHILKA (CLKA), (14) GANGADHARPUR (GNGD), (15) HUMMA (HMA),
(16) KORAI (KRIH), (17) KAPILAS ROAD (KIS), (18) RAMBHA (RBA),
(19) CHILKIDHARA(CLDR) & (20) GHANTIKHAL NIDHIPUR (GHNH).
Applications for the above Stations dully filled shouid reach the office of
Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, East Coast Railway, Khurda
Road by 1100 Hrs on or before 18.07.2025. If the last day i.e. 18.07.2025
happens to be or is declared to be holiday, applications will be received by
the same time on the next working day.

Closing Date of Submission of Applications : 1100 Hrs of 18.07.2025.

(o N TRV E TR T T M AT RO T IR LI NI 1130 Hrs of 18.07.2025.

For Detailed terms and conditions and application format please visit our
website www.eastcoastrail.indianrailways.gov.in & http://tenders.gov.in or
contact Office of the Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, East Coast
Railway, Khurda Road, PO - Jatni, Dist - Khurda, Pin-752050.

PR-294/Q/25-26 Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager / Khurda Road
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Today, we
are going to
announce

the Amaravati ‘.‘.9 -’}
Declaration. This 5 '/ v
will take the 7.

initiative to its

logical conclusion. | assure you,
time and again, that any hurdle
I will resolve it. | will sort it out

N CHANDRABABU NAIDU | AP CM

They (BJP)
‘ are selling
things (insti-

tutions and es-
tablishments) at

" bt - :
throwaway rates i

/]
|
to their men. = .U‘

According to news reports, a
major institution is also on the
verge of being sold. If trade
and industry grow, the lives of
common people will change
and employment will rise

AKHILESH YADAV I SP PRESIDENT

Pakistani
b leaders are ‘ 1
meeting .
their Bangladeshi
counterparts.
China is building r
an airbase on
the Bangladesh border. If war
breaks out, it will expand to
three fronts. Without reflecting
on these threats, BJP members
keep talking about illegal immi-
gration from Bangladesh

ASADUDDIN OWAISI I AIMIM CHIEF

SHORT TAKES

I Ravada Chandrasekhar
new Kerala police chief

Thiruvananthapuram: The
Kerala government Monday
appointed senior IPS officer
Ravada A Chandrasekhar as the
new police chief of the state.
“Ravada A Chandrasekhar IPS,
Special Director, Intelligence
Bureau (on central deputation)
is appointed as Director
General of Police-cum-State
Police Chief, Kerala,” the

order said. Earlier, a special
cabinet meeting, chaired

by Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, decided to appoint
Chandrasekhar to the top post,
succeeding Shaik Darvesh
Saheb, who retires Monday.

!

I Road rage: Man
stabbed to death

New Delhi: Two men and a
juvenile were apprehended
for stabbing a 19-year-old
man in east Delhi’s Geeta
Colony following a road rage
incident, police Monday said.
The deceased, identified as
Yash Sharma, a resident of
Rani Garden, was attacked on
the night of June 27 following a
scuffle with the accused over
a minor accident involving

a scooter, they said. “He
sustained a deep stab wound
on his lower back and was
declared brought dead ata
hospital,” said a police officer.

@ Man detained for
raping domestic help

Itanagar: A man has been
arrested for allegedly raping a
20-year-old domestic worker
over a span of two years at
his residence here, police said
Monday. The woman had filed
an FIR June 13 at Bordumsa
Police Station in Changlang
district, based on which

the man was apprehended
Sunday, they said. The case
was later transferred to

the Itanagar Women Police
Station, SP (Itanagar Capital
Region) Jummar Basar said.
The woman, a native of Goju
village, had been employed as
a domestic help at

the accused's home in 2023.

I Gujarat sees wettest
June in 10 years

Ahmedabad: June is the
wettest month in Gujarat
since 2015 with rainfall
exceeding 288 mm so far,
official data shows. Gujarat
has recorded 288.70 mm
rainfall, or 32.73 per cent
of its annual average so
far, which is the highest
since 2015. The southwest
monsoon arrived in Gujarat
June 16 and covered

the entire state by June 18.

KOLKATA LAW COLLEGE GANGRAPE

=
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bk

During the Emergency,
when fundamental rights
were suspended, Parlia-
ment did not work, and ju-
diciary became lame, then
these words were added
MALLIKARJUN KHARGE | CONGRESS PRESIDENT

AGRA, KANPUR AIRPORTS
RECEIVE THREAT MAILS

Security at Agra and Kanpur airports
has been beefed up after both facili-
ties received threat mails, officials said
Monday. The premises of both airports
were thoroughly searched following the
threat mails Sunday and nothing suspi-
cious was found, they said

Accused involved in multiple sex crimes

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, June 30: The prime
accused in the Kolkata law col-
lege gangrape case, Monojit
Mishra, is a history-sheeter hav-
ing a slew of pending cases of
sexual harassment and violent
crimes registered against him,
police said Monday.

Mishra’s ties with criminal
activities are not just confined
within the boundaries of the
South Calcutta Law College
where he allegedly led the sex-
ual assault against his latest vic-
tim June 25 but has been previ-
ously arrested and charge-sheet-
ed for violent crimes committed
outside the campus as well, po-
lice added.

PTI retains copies of at least
seven formal complaints and
FIRs, besides the latest FIR in-
dicting

Mishra and two other stu-
dents of gang rape, which show
that the ex-student has pending
cases of sexual assault regis-
tered against him across multi-
ple police stations in south Kol-
kata including at Kasba police
station, Gariahat PS, Kalighat
PS, Tollygunge PS and Anan-
dapur PS.

Mishra vanished from police
radar in 2013, the same year he
took admission in the law col-
lege,

after he was charged with
stabbing a youth on the Chetla
Bridge under Kalighat police

BRICS summit
to denounce
Pahalgam attack

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 30: The
BRICS leaders’ declaration to
be unveiled at the grouping’s
annual summit in Rio de Janei-
ro is set to forcefully denounce
the Pahalgam terror attack and
call for a firm approach to unit-
edly confront terrorism in line
with India’s expectation.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will attend the summit
in the Brazilian city July 6 and
7. India will be the grouping’s
chair for the next year. The
Prime Minister is travelling
to Brazil as part of his five-na-
tion tour from July 2 to 9. The
other countries that the prime
minister is visiting are Ghana,
Trinidad and Tobago, Argenti-
na and Namibia. Dammu Ravi,
secretary (economic relations)
in the external affairs ministry,
told a media briefing that Mo-
di's participation in the summit
will be an expression of India's
solidarity with the bloc and it
will be a great opportunity for
him to connect with the leaders
of the Global South.

Ravi suggested that the
BRICS leaders' declaration
will have reference to the
challenge of terrorism that
will be much to the satisfac-
tion of India. "There is no
contradiction in the way the
members have come out with
their understanding, sympa-
thy and solidarity with India
on Pahalgam I think this has
been very well captured in
the (leaders) declaration and
all the members are very sen-
sitive to this matter," he said.

BJP's fact- ﬁndlng team interacts with police officials before thelr visit at
the premises of the law college where an alleged gangrape of a student

took place last week

PTI PHOTO

PIL seeks CBI probe

KOLKATA: A PIL was filed before the Calcutta High Court Monday seeking
a CBl investigation into the alleged gang rape of a law student in her
college by an alumnus and two other classmates. The petitioner prayed for
direction to the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to hold a preliminary
inquiry into the incident as complained of by the alleged survivor and file
an interim report before the court. Claiming that the main accused Manojit
Mishra has close proximity with the ruling party in the state, the petitioner
prayed in the public interest litigation (PIL) that the investigation into the
alleged gang rape case be transferred to the CBI from the Kolkata Police
for an impartial probe. It was stated that Mishra was very influential in the
conduct of the day-to-day affairs of South Calcutta Law College, of which
he is an alumnus. He also sought a direction to the state authorities to
compensate the survivor and her family members.

station jurisdiction and was
rusticated from the institution.
He had already joined the
Trinamool Congress Chhatra
Parishad ranks by then and was
wielding considerable influence
in his institution, a former stu-
dent of the college recollected.

“In December 2016, he was
accused of leading a mob of
outsiders to vandalise the col-
lege premises. FIRs and count-
er-FIRs were lodged at the Kas-
ba police station in connection
with the incident, but for some
unknown reason, the cases got

dropped,” Titas Manna, a for-
mer student of the college told
a local news channel.

Mishra resurfaced, police
said, in 2017 when he took re-ad-
mission in the same college to
study law and remained a stu-
dent until he passed out in 2022.

Some of his batch mates and
contemporaries describe him as
a 'perpetual trouble maker' who
harassed girls inside the TMCP-
run union office on the college
campus on flimsy grounds.

In fact, official complaints
made by students in the past
reveal Mishra displayed a con-
sistent and disturbing pattern
of sexual aggression for years.

Frustrated survivors of his
assaults allege he received sys-
temic protection throughout
which emboldened him to carry
out his crimes with impunity.

Manna alleged that in 2018
two female students had lodged
a complaint against Mishra be-
fore the college authorities and
an FIR with the Gariahat police
station alleging molestation and
threats.

However, Manna said he
wasn't aware of any follow-up le-
gal action taken against Mishra
in all these years and alleged he
was allowed to go scot-free every
single time. The classmate said
the accused, better known as
Mango among his friends, used
to summon girls to the union
room, drink alcohol there and
was cautioned several times.

SNIPPETS

Pharma plant explosion: Govt forms
five-member panel to probe incident

HYDERABAD: The Telangana government Monday
appointed a five-member committee headed by Chief
Secretary Ramakrishna Rao to probe the Sigachi
Industries plant blast, which claimed 12 lives and left
several others injured, and to oversee ongoing rescue
efforts. The committee has also been tasked with
recommending measures to prevent such incidents

in the future, an official release said. Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy, who has been reviewing the rescue
operations with the DGP Jitender and the Chief
Secretary, is expected to visit the site Tuesday. Reddy
expressed deep shock over the horrific accident, the
release added. The committee includes the Special Chief
Secretary for Disaster Management, Principal Secretary
of the Labour Department, Health Secretary, and
Additional Director General of Fire Services.

UP family loses 2nd child in
identical boiling pot mishap

SONBHADRA (UP): Tragedy repeated itself ina
family here, eerily in a similar manner, after two years
and claimed the life of a girl child on each occasion.
Shailendra, a native of Jhansi, and his wife, who run a
roadside stall selling street food in the Duddhi bazaar
area of Sonbhadra district, lost their one-and-a-half-year-
old girl after she accidentally fell into a boiling pot of
chickpeas at their home, police said Monday. This incident
is strangely similar to another tragedy which the family
was struck by two years ago when the couple lost their
elder daughter, who, too, fell into a hot cooking vessel. The
mishap took place at around 9 am Friday when Shailendra
was preparing chickpeas in a pot for his food stall. While
he and his wife were momentarily engaged in other tasks,
their toddler daughter, Priya, who was playing near the
utensil, accidentally fell into the hot pot, police said.

Most parts of India to
get above rainfall in July

Swollen Beas river following heavy rainfall, in Mandi, Himachal Pradesh

In rain-induced
damages in parts of
Himachal Pradesh, while
buildings collapsed,
landslides and road
blockades added worries
to the woes of the people
in the hill state Monday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 30: Most
parts of India are likely to re-
ceive above-normal rainfall in
July, the weather department
said Monday, asking author-
ities and people in central In-
dia, Uttarakhand and Haryana
to stay alert due to the risk of
flooding even as some parts of
the country are facing the fury
of the monsoons.

In rain-induced damages in
parts of Himachal Pradesh,
while buildings collapsed,
landslides and road blockades
added worries to the woes of the
people in the hill state Monday.

With major rivers in north
Odisha in spate, the state gov-
ernment has started evacuating
people from low-lying areas
and launched rescue and re-
lief operations in Balasore and
Mayurbhanj districts, officials
said Monday.

Delhi and the adjoining Na-
tional Capital Region (NCR)
witnessed light to moderate
rainfall accompanied by thun-
derstorms and gusty winds

attack, in Doda district of J&K

Tourists trickle back to high altitude meadows of JK's Bhaderwah as authorities reopen Bhadarwah-Chamba interstate road after Pahalgam terror

PTI PHOTO

Indian Railways hikes passenger fares from today

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 30: The rail-
way ministry issued an official
circular on Monday, increasing
the fares of the non-air-condi-
tioned class in mail and express
trains by 1 paisa and all air-con-
ditioned classes by 2 paise per
kilometre from July 1.

Ministry officials had June
24 hinted at the proposed fare
revision. However, the official
circular with the fare table ac-
cording to trains and class cat-
egories was released Monday.

The fares of suburban
trains and monthly season
tickets have been left un-
changed in the interest of
daily commuters.

The ordinary second-class
fare has not been increased

for up to 500 km and for dis-
tances beyond that, there is

jdhani,

an increase in the ticket pric-
es by half a paisa per km. The
passengers of ordinary sleeper
class and first class will also
have to pay half a paisa more
per km more from July 1.

"The fare revision also ap-
plies to premier and special
train services, such as Ra-
Shatabdi, Duronto,
Vande Bharat, Tejas, Humsa-
far, Amrit Bharat, Mahamana,
Gatimaan, Antyodaya, Jan
Shatabdi, Yuva Express, AC
Vistadome coaches, Anubhuti
coaches and ordinary non-sub-
urban services, in accordance
with the revised class-wise fare
structure," the ministry said in
a press note.

"Revised fares will apply

to tickets booked on or after
01.07.2025. Tickets issued be-
fore this date will remain valid
at the existing fare without any
fare adjustment. PRS, UTS and
manual ticketing systems are
being updated accordingly," it
added.

According to the ministry,
there is no change in ancil-
lary charges. For instance,
the reservation fees, superfast
surcharges and other charges
have remained unchanged.

Similarly, the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) will contin-
ue to be charged in accordance
with the applicable rules and
the fare-rounding principles
will remain as per the exist-
ing norms.

PTI PHOTO

Monday morning, pushing
the temperatures several de-
grees down and rendering the
air cleaner. The India Meteo-
rological Department (IMD)
recorded widespread precipi-
tation across various parts of
Delhi-NCR from Sunday night.

Chandigarh and several
parts of Punjab and Haryana
also received rainfall Monday.
According to the local Met de-
partment, Chandigarh received
70.5 mm of rainfall in the last 24
hours ending at 8.30 am Mon-
day. The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said rainfall
is likely to be below normal in
large parts of the northeast, ma-
ny areas of eastern India and
extreme southern peninsular
India.

Average maximum tempera-
tures are expected to remain
normal to below normal in
many regions. However, parts
of the northeast, northwest,
east and southern peninsula
are likely to see above-normal
temperatures, IMD Director
General Mrutyunjay Mohapa-
tra said during an online press
briefing.

The country receives 28 cm
of rainfall average in July.
Mohapatra said there is a high
chance of heavy rainfall in
central India and the adjoin-
ing southern peninsula. This
includes east Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, adjoin-
ing areas of Vidarbha and Tel-
angana and parts of Gujarat
and Maharashtra.

Delhi court closes
JNU student Najeeb
Ahmed missing case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 30: A Delhi
court Monday allowed the CBI
to close the case of first year
JNU student Najeeb Ahmed,
who went missing October 15,
2016, saying the agency “ex
hausted all options”.

Additional chiefjudicial magis-
trate Jyoti Maheshwari also “ear-
nestly hoped” Najeeb was traced
soon. “This court expresses its re-
gret that while the proceedings in
the present case end with this clo-
surereport, a closure for Najeeb's
mother and other loved ones, still
eludes us,” the order said.

While it accepted the agency’s
closure report, the court grant-
ed liberty to the CBI to re-open
the investigation on the receipt
of any credible information on
Ahmed’s whereabouts and inti-
mate the court accordingly.

The judge said there was
no evidence of any scuffle or
exchange of Najeeb with any
person on the day of his dis-
appearance once he returned
to the hostel to show his dis-
appearance was caused by any
suspect or any other person at
JNU. “An analysis of the discus-
sion shows that CBI has under-
taken a holistic investigation
and exhausted all options,”
the court said. She also noted
that when Najeeb left the hostel
room, his cell phone and laptop
were lying in the room only.

“It is evident that all con-
ceivable aspects which could
have been investigated upon,
have been thoroughly cov-
ered by CBI, but no credible
information could be received
regarding the whereabouts of
Najeeb Ahmed. An analysis of
the above discussion shows that
CBI has undertaken a holistic
investigation and exhausted all
options,” the court said.
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Ease of living, ease

“ of doing business,

ease of agriculture, and
ease of education have
ushered in a new work
culture, enhancing
self-confidence and
self-esteem among Indians
JITENDRA SINGH I UNION MINISTER

SHUBHANSHU SHUKLA TO MEET
STUDENTS, ISRO ENGINEERS FRIDAY

Astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla is set to inter-
act with school students and scientists at the
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
from his orbital post on the International
Space Station via ham radio Friday evening
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branding, design &,__
innovation, and ‘ ’
global market ! A
access for these J’-’ 4
artisans. They don't just deserve
credit—they deserve better prices,
wider exposure, and the chance to
build lasting, dignified livelihoods
from their craft

PRIYANK KHARGE | KARNATAKA MINISTER

The gov-
ernment, as
usual, sits

idle. Farmers have |
to face a shortage
of fertilisers in
every crop season =
because the BJP government
does not make any
arrangements in time

BHUPINDER SINGH HOODA | CONGRESS LEADER

For the first
‘ time in the
history of

an attempt was
made to overthrow b -

a democratically ¢ PN
elected government. However, the
Speaker of Vidhan Sabha took a
lawful stance and disqualified the
concerned MLAs

SUKHVINDER SINGH SUKHU | HIMACHAL CM
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The maximum jail
term for which
Gautam Adani can
z be sentenced in
. == USAis 34 years.
51 But considering
* judicial discretion
and practical considerations,
Gautam Adani and Sagar Adani
may be convicted with a jail term
ranging from 5-10 years, according
legal experts. Modi Government
has not been able to serve the
“summons and complaints to
Gautam Adani and Sagar Adani, as
received from @SECGOV

@rajuparulekar
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[ School official sets self
ablaze over work stress

Jaipur: An administrative
officer at a government school in
Rajasthan’s Didwana-Kuchaman
district allegedly attempted to kill
self due to work-related stress
Monday, police said. The incident
took place in the veranda of the
Government Higher Secondary
School in Makrana town when
Ramavtar Sharma (58), posted

as the administrative officer,
arrived on the premises carrying
petrol in a plastic bottle, a police
officer said.

I 3 of family killed
in road accident

Khunti: Three persons of a
family were killed when their
motorcycle rammed into a
roadside tree in Jharkhand's
Khunti district Monday, police
said. The accident took place on
Karra-Brida road near Sangore
when a man along with his son
and nephew was returning to
their village. Karra police station
in-charge Anish Kumar Yadav
said the injured were takento a
nearby hospital, where doctors
declared them brought dead.

I Security tightened on
Amarnath Yatra routes

Srinagar: Ahead of the
Amarnath Yatra, a slew of
top-tier security arrangements
have been made, including the
deployment of hi-tech gadgetry
along the routes leading to the
south Kashmir cave shrine,
officials said Monday. For the
first time, facial recognition
systems (FRS) have been
installed at strategic locations
on both the Pahalgam and
Baltal routes of Amarnath
Yatra, and the installation of the
technology has already yielded
results with the arrest of two
overground workers (OGWSs) of
terrorist organisations June 19.

Pak couple dies of dehydration while crossing border

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jaisalmer, June 30: A minor
couple from Pakistan, eager
to start anew in India, faced
a significant hurdle — secur-
ing an Indian visa. In an act of
desperation, they embarked on
a journey, crossing the border
that goes through Thar desert
on foot.

The 17-year-old boy and
15-year-old girl braved the
harsh conditions, managing
to cross into Jaisalmer. Tragi-
cally, the unforgiving environ-
ment ultimately proved fatal,
with the couple reportedly
succumbing to dehydration, ac-
cording to a local activist. Their
decomposed bodies were found

in the Tanot area June 28.

Superintendent of Police
(SP) Chaudhary said that the
boy's body was found under
a tree. He was wearing a sky-
blue salwar kurta. A yellow
scarfand a mobile phone were
also found near the body, with
an empty jerry can, possibly
containing water earlier, near
his face.

About 50 feet away, police
found the body of the girl wear-
ing a yellow ghaghra-kurta and
red-and-white bangles. Both
bodies were lying face-down
and had decayed to the point
that facial recognition was
not possible. Chaudhary said
that both bodies appeared to be
several days old, having turned

00 kg heroin seized
Police

near Barmer

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, June 30: In a
joint operation with the BSF
and Rajasthan Police, Punjab
Police recovered over 60 Ki-
logram heroin near the Inter-
national Border in Barmer,
Rajasthan after busting a ma-
jor international drug cartel,
said Director General of Police
Gaurav Yadav Monday.

The operation led to the ar-
rest of at least nine persons
including smugglers, traffick-
ers and hawala operators from
Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan
and Jammu and Kashmir, he
added.

DGP Yadav said prelimi-
nary investigations revealed
that the drug cartel was being
operated by Pakistan-based
smuggler Tanveer Shah and
Canada-based smuggler Joban
Kaler with the help of local
kingpin Gursahib Singh, who
was lodged in Goindwal Sahib
Jail but continued to run the
network from the inside using
a cell phone.

His phone was recovered
with the help of jail authori-
ties and his production warrant
was obtained for a deeper probe
into Canada-Pakistan linkages,
he said. The DGP said further
investigations were on to es-
tablish forward and backward
linkages in this case.

Those arrested were identi-
fied as Gagandeep Singh alias
Gagan (23) of village Rampu-
ra in Amritsar, Jashanpreet
Singh alias Jashan (20) of vil-
lage Khurmania in Amritsar,
Gursahib Singh (25) of village
Boparai Baj in Amritsar, Ra-
jeev Panjgotra alias Rajveer
(29) of village Kalyana in J&K,
Somnath (62) of Fatehpur Brah-
mana in J&K, Prashotam Singh
alias Kala (50) of Simbal camp
in J&K, Kulwinder Singh (24)
of village Mullechak in Am-
ritsar, Rajinder Kaur (42) of
village Tanda in J&K and one
hawala-operator.

Commissioner of Police, Am-
ritsar, Gurpreet Singh Bhullar
said the operation began after
Gursahib was arrested last
month with one kilogram her-
oin from Chheharta.

Despite being lodged in jail,
he operated through his neph-
ew Jashanpreet Singh and as-
sociate Gagandeep Singh, who
were arrested with 102 gram
heroin. Their interrogation led
to the 60 kilogram heroin haul
in Barmer, he said.

m  The 17-year-old boy and
15-year-old girl braved the
harsh conditions, managing to
cross into Jaisalmer

m Tragically, the unforgiving
environment ultimately

proved fatal, with the couple
reportedly succumbing to
dehydration

m  Their decomposed bodies
were found in the Tanot area
June 28

black due to decomposition.
Prima facie, they died due to
dehydration, he said.

Pakistani identification
cards were found near the
bodies.

EC to wee

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 30: The
Election Commission officials
Monday defended the move to
conduct a Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) of electoral rolls in
Bihar, saying many "non-eligi-
ble persons " have been able
to procure voter cards as the
ongoing exercise was not held
periodically since 2004.

They also said that "many
persons" have, knowingly or
unknowingly, managed to re-
tain multiple voter cards of dif-
ferent constituencies and it is
impossible to detect such cases
through software tools. Refer-
ring to "non-eligible persons",
the officials pointed out that
eligibility documents too are
not readily available. There-
fore, in case of complaints and
objections by any elector or po-
litical party, it becomes difficult
to enquire into such complaints
in a rational manner.

Many persons are ordinary
residents of one place and have
got their voter card there, but
they have somehow been suc-
cessful in retaining their earli-
er card before migration which
is a criminal offence. Opposi-
tion parties have maintained
that the exercise could deprive
genuine voters of their right to
benefit the ruling dispensation
in Bihar. The electoral rolls
were prepared afresh through
various intensive revisions

Leadership issues: Firebrand T'gana
MLA Raja Singh resigns from party

HYDERABAD: Upset over the possible
appointment of Ramchander Rao as BJP’s
Telangana President, the party’s firebrand MLA
Raja Singh Monday wrote to Union Minister G
Kishan Reddy saying that he is resigning from
the primary membership of the saffron party.
Reddy is presently the state chief and the

party high command is likely to announce new
successor Tuesday. Singh said the decision to
appoint the new head of the party in the state
has come as a shock and disappointment, not
just to him, but to lakhs of Karyakartas, leaders,
and voters who have stood by the party through
every high and low. “With great sadness, | have
decided to resign from the primary membership
of the Bharatiya Janata Party. | request you, Shri
Kishan Reddy ji, to kindly inform the Hon'ble
Speaker of the Telangana Legislative Assembly
that T Raja Singh is no longer a member of the
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BJP,” he said in the letter.

Teen girl sexually assaulted, 3 women
robbed after their car stops on highway

PUNE: A 17-year-old girl was allegedly sexually assaulted
in a car and three women occupants robbed of gold
ornaments by two motorbike-borne unidentified persons
in the wee hours of Monday on a highway in Daund in
Pune district of Maharashtra, a police official said. The
incident took place around 4:15am near Bhigwan on

the highway when the car the victims were travelling in
halted after the driver wanted to answer nature’s call,
the official said. There were seven people in the car -- the
driver aged 70, three women, two 17-year-old boys and

a 17-year-old girl. They were from two different families
from a village in Junnar tehsil of Pune district and on their
way to temple town of Pandharpur in Solapur district, he
said. “As the driver felt sleepy, he halted the car near a
tea stall. When the driver stepped out to answer nature’s
call, two unidentified men approached the vehicle and
threatened the occupants with sharp weapons and
robbed gold ornaments. One of the accused then took
the 17-year-old girl out of the car and sexually assaulted
her,” said the officer.

According to Dilip Singh
Sodha, district coordinator of
Seemant Lok Sangathan, the
boy hailed from Pakistan's
Sindh province and had ap-
plied for a pilgrimage visa to
India nearly one and a half
years ago.

Sodha said when the boy lost
all hope of securing the Indian
visa, he, along with his wife,
decided to cross the border.
"He wanted to live in India. He
somehow entered Indian terri-
tory but unfortunately died in
the hope of a better life," said
Sodha, who circulated the de-
tails of the ID cards on social
media and came in contact with
the boy's relatives in Jaisalmer,
who confirmed his identity.

Seemant Lok Sangathan
is an advocacy group for the
rights of Pakistani minority
migrants in India. Sharing
details of the arduous journey
taken by both, Sodha said that
as per his relatives, the boy's
bike was found nearly 20 km
away from the border, and
their bodies were found about
12-13 km inside India.

Jaisalmer Circle officer Roop
Singh Inda said that the police
have sought information from
the local foreigners registra-
tion office (FRO) in Jaisalmer
on the boy's visa application.

The officer said that post-
mortem was conducted and the
last rites will be undertaken by
the local authorities.

out ineligible voters

either across the country or
in parts, nine times in the 52
years period from 1952 to 2004.
i.e. once nearly every six years
on an average.

However, intensive revision
has not been done in the

last 22 years. The
Election Com-
mission  will

carry out an
intensive re-
view of elec-
toral rolls
this year in
six states be-
ginning with
Bihar to weed
out foreign ille-
gal migrants by
checking their place

of birth.

Bihar is going to polls later
this year while the assembly
polls in five states -- Assam,
Kerala, Puducherry, Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal -- are
scheduled in 2026.

The move, which would be
later expanded to other states,
assumes significance in the
wake of a crackdown in var-
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Many
persons are
ordinary residents of one
place and have got their voter
card there, but they have somehow
been successful in retaining their
earlier card before migration which is a
criminal offence

Opposition parties have maintained
that the exercise could deprive
genuine voters of their right
to benefit the ruling
dispensation in Bihar

ious states on illegal foreign
migrants, including from Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar. The
Election Commission officials
said although the poll author-
ity has addressed the issue of
duplicate voter cards numbers
-- same card numbers errone-
ously issued to two different
persons -- the issue of many
persons enrolling in different
places by giving different un-
matching details to procure
more than one electoral photo
identity card can only be re-
solved through SIR.
It is practically impos-
sible to detect such
cases through
software tools.
In some con-
stituencies,
they pointed
out, that the
number of
migrants has
become more
than the vic-
tory margins
which can affect
democratic integ-
rity. As per the 2011
census, there were 454 million
migrants in India up from 315
million in 2001. Even as per Mi-
gration in India Report 2021, the
percentage of migrants in the pop-
ulation was estimated at around
29 per cent, which on an average
ismore than the winning margin
in many of the constituencies, the
officials underlined.

Protect horders, allow
free road access: Three
Manipur groups to Govt

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 30: Three
prominent Meitei civil-soci-
ety groups from Manipur con-
veyed to the Centre Monday
that the territorial integrity of
the northeastern state must be
maintained, while seeking ur-
gent steps for the rehabilitation
of ethnic violence-hit people.

A 19-member delegation com-
prising representatives of the
three groups -- Coordinating
Committee on Manipur Integ-
rity (COCOMI), All Manipur
United Clubs' Organisation
(AMUCO) and Federation of
Civil Society Organisations
(FOCS) -- held a meeting with
four representatives of the Min-
istry of Home Affairs (MHA),
led by adviser A K Mishra.

The delegation told the MHA
representatives that there is
an urgent need to ensure free
movement for all, emphasising
that it is not only a fundamen-
tal right and a constitutional
obligation of the government,
but also the first essential step
towards restoring peace in the
state, according to a statement
issued by the three groups.

Blockades have been put
up by some groups on certain
roads in Manipur since ethnic
clashes broke out in the state
in May 2023.

The delegation unequivocal-
ly reaffirmed its non-compro-
mising stance on any initiative
that could undermine the terri-
torial integrity of the northeast-
ern state, the statement said,
adding, "This principle remains
sacrosanct to every Manipuri."

The civil-society groups said
a phased and time-bound plan
for the resettlement of the inter-
nally-displaced people to their
original places of habitation
was discussed, with a target for
completion within this year in
phases. The delegation reiterat-
ed the necessity of implementing
a National Register of Citizens
(NRC) or a similar mechanism
to effectively address the issue of
illegal immigration in Manipur.

The delegation expressed
its clear stance against any
extension of the Suspension of
Operations agreements, with-
out a prior comprehensive and
amicable understanding among
all stakeholders in the state, the
statement said.
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Junior lawyers and law students stage a protest against the alleged rape of a student at a law college in Kolkata,

West Bengal
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Surjewala meets K'taka MLAs, Kharge says high command to decide on CM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, June 30: The Con-
gress brass Monday asserted
matters like leadership change
will be decided by party high
command, comments that came
amid the “CM change” chorus
from a section of party leaders
in Karnataka, while it reached
out to ‘disgruntled’ MLAs in the
southern state.

Terming the meetings with
MLAs as an organisational
exercise undertaken by both
AICC and Karnataka Pradesh
Congress Committee, Surjewala
said, any news that is circulated
in the media about leadership
change is only a “figment of
imagination”.

This is a continuous exercise
for introspection and develop-
ment of the state. It is a long
exercise. It will happen over a
period of a month or month-and-

— a-half, during which he will be

meeting party legislators, MPs,
defeated candidates, District
Congress Committee chiefs,
before meeting ministers, Chief
Minister and Deputy Chief Min-
ister, he said. According to party
sources, as part of the first phase
of his three day visit, Surjewa-
la on Monday held one-on-one
meetings with legislators from
the Chikkaballapura and Kolar
districts. He is expected to have
heard their grievances and col-
lected feedback on the govern-
ment’s functioning, they said.
Meanwhile, when reporters
asked about some state Con-
gress leaders openly discuss-
ing a possible change of chief
minister in the state in October,
Kharge, who was in the city said
it is up to the party high com-
mand to decide on such matters
and that one should not create
any unnecessary problem.
Speculation over leadership
change has resurfaced after

Congress MLA H A Igbal Hus-
sain claimed that Shivakumar
may get an opportunity to be-
come Chief Minister in two to
three months, while Coopera-
tion Minister K N Rajanna hint-
ed at “revolutionary” political
developments in the state after
September.

However, Siddaramaiah in
Mysuru asserted that the Con-
gress government in the state

will remain “as solid as a rock”
for five years and maintained
that he and Shivakumar share
good terms.

He also hit out at BJP lead-
ers for claiming he would not
be the CM to inaugurate the
world-famous Mysuru Dasara
celebrations this year, calling
them “experts in lying.”

Asked whether he and Shi-
vakumar were on good terms,

ICC General Secretary

in-charge of Karnataka,
Randeep Singh Surjewala,
began meetings with MLAs to
sort out things

eparately, Congress

President Mallikarjun
Kharge asserted that it is up
to the party high command
to decide on matters such as
change of guard

hief Minister Siddaramaiah
said that the Congress
government in the state will
remain “as solid as a rock”
for five years and maintained
that he and his deputy D K
Shivakumar share good terms

Siddaramaiah replied, “We are
on good terms”. He then held
and raised Shivakumar's hand
as a sign of unity.

To a question on attempts to
create a rift between them, he

said, “We don’t listen to what
others say.” Shivakumar nod-
ded in agreement.

There was stiff competition
between Siddaramaiah and
Shivakumar for the Chief Min-
ister's post after the declaration
of Assembly election results in
May 2023, and the Congress had
managed to convince the latter
and made him the Deputy Chief
Minister.

There were some reports at
the time that a compromise had
been reached based on a “rota-
tional chief minister formula,”
according to which Shivakumar
will become CM after two-and-
half years but they have not
been officially confirmed by
the party.

Surjewala's meeting with
Congress MLAs also came in
the wake of public remarks by
a couple of legislators, which
have embarrassed the party's
government.




:Qi bb Financing is the en-
"% gine of development.
/ And right now, this engine
is sputtering. We are here
in Sevilla to change course,
to repair and rev up the en-
gine of development to ac-
celerate investment at the

DUBAI CONDUCTS FIRST
TEST FLIGHT OF AERIAL TAXI

Dubai has successfully completed the first
test flight of an aerial taxi, a fully electric
vertical take-off and landing (eVTOL) aircraft,
marking a major step in its efforts to intro-

@ Orissa

TUESDAY | JULY 1, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

International

Pakistan

Gy
& 3?!230“3.‘&"

response to India,
which is the new
normal set by Paki-
stan if India insists
on its dangerous notion of limited
war under the nuclear threshold

ISHAQ DAR I FOREIGN MINISTER, PAKISTAN

Today begins
‘ a new path
that we will
walk together, with m

the conviction to

build a fairer and

more democratic

Chile. In the face of the threat from
the far-right, we respond with
unity, dialogue and hope

JEANNETTE JARA I CHILEAN COMMUNIST

ANTONIO GUTERRES |

'Pak, China eye new
bloc to replace SAARC

The new organisation
could potentially
replace the regional
bloc SAARC, which
comprises India,
Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan,
the Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Our historic
‘ trade deal
with the

United States
delivers for British
businesses and

protects UK jobs x .

KEIR STARMER | PRIME MINISTER, UK
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¥ 6 killed in crash of
small plane in Ohio

Youngstown (US): Six people
were killed when a small
plane crashed minutes after
taking off from an Ohio
airport, officials said. The
Cessna 441 with six people

on board crashed near
Youngstown-Warren Regional
Airport Sunday morning,
according to the Federal
Aviation Administration.
Authorities remained on the
scene Monday. There were no
survivors, Western Reserve
Port Authority Executive
Director Anthony Trevena
said at a news conference.
The victims were taken to the
Trumbull County Coroner’s
Office, Trevena said, but he did
not release their names.

' China lifts 2-year ban
on seafood from Japan

Beijing: China has reopened its
market to seafood from Japan
after a nearly two-year ban
over the discharge of slightly
radioactive wastewater

from the tsunami-destroyed
Fukushima nuclear power
plant. A notice from the
customs agency said the ban
had been lifted Sunday and
that imports from most of
Japan would be resumed. The
ban, imposed in August 2023,
was a major blow to Japan’s
fisheries industry. China

was the biggest overseas
market for Japanese seafood,
accounting for more than
one-fifth of its exports. The
nuclear plant at Fukushima
was heavily damaged by a
deadly tsunami that followed
a huge offshore earthquake
in 2011. Water still must

be pumped in to cool the
radioactive fuel. The water

is then stored in what was

an ever-growing complex

of tanks on the property.
After years of debate, the
utility won government
permission to discharge the
water gradually into the sea
after treating it to remove
most of the radioactive
elements. Japanese officials
said the wastewater would

be safer than international
standards and have negligible
environmental impact. China
disagreed and imposed a ban,
saying the discharge would
endanger the fishing industry
and coastal communities on its
east coast.

 B'desh begins murder
trial of student activist

Dhaka: Bangladesh Monday
commenced the murder
trial of student activist

Abu Sayeed, whose death
during an anti-government
protest last year ignited

a nationwide movement
leading to the ouster of the
Sheikh Hasina-led Awami
League regime. Sayeed,

a 23-year-old student of
Begum Rokeya University in
Rangpur, was shot dead by
police July 16 last year during
demonstrations against the
then Hasina government.

Islamabad, June 30: Paki-
stan and China are working
on a proposal to establish a
new regional organisation
that could potentially replace
the now-defunct South Asian
Association for Regional Co-
operation (SAARC), according
to a media report Monday.

Quoting diplomatic sources
familiar with the development,
the Express Tribune newspa-
per reported that talks be-
tween Islamabad and Beijing
are now at an advanced stage
as both sides are convinced
that a new organisation is es-
sential for regional integration
and connectivity.

Citing sources, the paper
said that this new organisation
could potentially replace the
regional bloc SAARC, which
comprises India, Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, the Mal-
dives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka.

A recent trilateral meeting
between Pakistan, China and
Bangladesh in Kunming, Chi-
na, was part of those diplomatic
manoeuvres, they said, adding
that its goal was to invite other
South Asian countries, which
were part of SAARC, to join the

A recent trilateral
meeting between
Pakistan, China
and Bangladesh
in Kunming,
China, was part of
those diplomatic
manoeuvres, its
goal was to invite
other South Asian
countries, which
were part of SAARC,
to join the new
grouping

new grouping.

However, Bangladesh’s inter-
im government had dismissed
the idea of any emerging alli-
ance between Dhaka, Beijing
and Islamabad, saying the
meeting was not “political”.

“We are not forming any alli-
ance,” foreign affairs adviser M
Touhid Hossain had said.

According to sources, India
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Iran raises death toll from war
with Israel to more than 900

Dubai: Iran raised the official death toll for its war with Israel Monday, with
official media reporting 935 people were killed in the country during the
12-day conflict. The state-run IRNA news agency did not give a breakdown
between military and civilian casualties, but said of the 935 people, 38 were
children and 132 were women. Its previous report last week said 627 people
had been killed. The US-based Human Rights Activists over the weekend
said 1,190 people had been killed according to data collected by the
agency’s network of medical and local volunteers. Of those, it said 436 were
civilians, 435 military and 319 have not yet been identified. The group has
consistently reported higher casualties than the official reports from Iran.
Israel relentlessly attacked Iran beginning June 13, targeting its nuclear
sites, defence systems, high-ranking military officials and atomic scientists.

Jury in Sean ‘Diddy’ Combs’ sex
trafficking trial to start deliberating

New York: The jury in Sean “Diddy” Combs’ sex trafficking trial is expected
to begin its deliberations Monday, after hearing dueling narratives from
prosecutors and defense lawyers last week about whether the music
mogul forced his former girlfriends to take part in drug-fueled sexual
performances. US District Judge Arun Subramanian began delivering

legal instructions to the jury in Manhattan federal court Monday. Once
the judge finishes, the 12-member jury will begin deliberating. There is no
timeframe for deliberations, and any verdict must be unanimous. Combs,
55, has pleaded not guilty to racketeering conspiracy and two counts each
of sex trafficking and transportation to engage in prostitution. A former
billionaire known for elevating hip-hop in American culture, Combs could
be sentenced to life behind bars if convicted on all five counts.

would be invited to the new pro-
posed forum, while countries
like Sri Lanka, Maldives, and
Afghanistan are expected to be
part of the grouping.

The main purpose of the new
organisation is to seek greater
regional engagement through
enhanced trade and connectiv-
ity, the newspaper said.

It added that if the proposal is
materialised, it would replace
the SAARC, which has been
suspended for a long time due
to the India-Pakistan conflict.

Its biennial summits have
not taken place since the last
one in Kathmandu in 2014.

The 2016 SAARC Summit was
to be held in Islamabad. But af-
ter the terrorist attack on an In-
dian Army camp in Uri in Jam-
mu and Kashmir September 18
that year, India expressed its
inability to participate in the
summit due to “prevailing cir-
cumstances”.

The summit was called off
after Bangladesh, Bhutan
and Afghanistan also de-
clined to participate in the
Islamabad meet.

REUTERS

Cairo/Jerusalem, June 30:
Israeli strikes Kkilled at least
60 people across Gaza Monday
as residents in the enclave’s
north reported one of the heavi-
est bombardments in weeks,
while Israeli officials were due
in Washington for a new cease-
fire push by the Trump admin-
istration.

A day after US President
Donald Trump urged an end to
the 20-month-old war, a confi-
dant of Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu was expected
at the White House for talks
on a Gaza ceasefire, Iran, and
possible wider regional diplo-
matic deals.

But on the ground in the Pal-
estinian enclave, there was no
sign of fighting letting up. The
Israeli military issued evacua-
tion orders Monday to residents
in large districts in the north-
ern Gaza Strip, forcing a new
wave of displacement.

“Explosions never stopped;
they bombed schools and

scale and speed required

UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY-GENERAL

Munir describes
terrorism in J&K as
‘legitimate struggle’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, June 30: Paki-
stan Army Chief Asim Munir
has described terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir as a “le-
gitimate struggle”, saying his
country would always stand by
the people of Kashmir in their
struggle.

Field Marshal Munir also
warned India of a “befitting re-
sponse” in case of any future
attack, weeks after the two na-
tions briefly locked horns in a
dangerous conflict.

“What India labels as terror-
ism is, in fact, a legitimate and
lawful struggle for freedom,
recognised by international
law,” Munir said while address-
ing a passing out ceremony at
Pakistan Naval Academy, Ka-
rachi, Saturday.

“Those who have tried to
suppress the Kashmiri people’s
will and pursue conflict elim-
ination instead of resolution
have only made the movement
more relevant through their
own actions,” he claimed.

He said that Pakistan would
always stand by the people of
Kashmir in their struggle for
the right to self-determination.
“Pakistan is a strong advocate
for a just resolution of the Kash-
mir issue in accordance with
United Nations resolutions and
the aspirations of the Kashmiri
people,” he added.

In the past, Munir had de-
scribed Kashmir as Pakistan’s
“jugular vein”.

India has repeatedly told Pa-
kistan that the Union Territo-
ries of Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh “was, is and shall for-
ever” remain an integral part of
the country. The ties between
the two countries nosedived
after India abrogated Article
370 of the Constitution, revok-
ing the special status of Jammu
and Kashmir, and bifurcating
the State into two Union Terri-
tories on August 5, 2019.
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duce sustainable and next-generation urban
transport. The aerial taxi is designed to offer
fast and zero-emission travel within cities

Il SINO-INDIA BORDER DISPUTE

China opens to
dehmltatlon talks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Beijing, June 30: China Mon-
day said that the boundary dis-
pute with India is complicated
and will take time to settle but
at the same time, it expressed
its readiness to hold discus-
sions on the delimitation of
the border and keep it peaceful.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh in his meeting with Chi-
nese counterpart Dong Jun in
Qingdao June 26 proposed that
India and China should solve
the “complex issues” under a
structured roadmap compris-
ing steps to de-escalate tensions
along the frontiers and rejuve-
nate the existing mechanism to
demarcate the borders.

Singh and Dong held bilat-
eral talks on the sidelines of a
conclave of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO) in
the Chinese port city of Qingd-
a0, with a focus on maintaining
peace and tranquillity along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC).

Asked for China’s reaction to
Singh’s remarks, Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Mao Ning said,
“What I can tell you is that China
and India have established the
Special Representatives (SRs)
mechanism on the boundary
question and reached the Agree-
ment on the Political Parameters
and Guiding Principles for the
Settlement of the China-India
Boundary Question”.

The two sides have diplomat-
ic and military communication
mechanisms at various levels,
she said. “China stands ready
to maintain communication
with India on issues including
delimitation negotiation and
border management, jointly
keep the border areas peace-
ful and tranquil, and promote
cross-border exchange and co-
operation,” she said.

o at

—{ Israel’s Dermer due in US for
talks on Gaza, Iran, wider deals

— Israeli tanks push into Gaza
City suburb, residents say

L1 20 killed in strike on beachfront
cafe, health authorities say

O ‘It felt like earthquakes,’ Gaza

father says of bombardment

homes. It felt like earthquakes,”
said Salah, 60, a father of five
children, from Gaza City. “In
the news we hear a ceasefire
is near, on the ground we see
death and we hear explosions.”

Israeli tanks pushed into the
eastern areas of Zeitoun sub-
urb in Gaza City and shelled

several areas in the north,
while aircraft bombed at least
four schools after ordering
hundreds of families sheltering
inside to leave, residents said.

At least 58 people were Killed
in Israeli strikes Monday, health
authorities said, including 10
people killed in Zeitoun and at

The positive side is that the
two countries have already
established mechanisms

at various levels for thorough
communication. We hope that
India will work with China in the
same direction, continue to stay in
communication on relevant issue
and jointly keep the border areas
peaceful and tranquil

MAO NING I FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESPERSON

Questioned about the pro-
longed delay in resolving the
border issue despite 23 rounds
of the SR-1evel talks, Mao said,
“The boundary question is
complicated, and it takes time
to settle it”.

“The positive side is that the
two countries have already
established mechanisms at
various levels for thorough
communication. We hope that
India will work with China in
the same direction, continue
to stay in communication on
relevant issue and jointly keep
the border areas peaceful and
tranquil,” she said.

The 23rd round of the meet-
ing of the SRs, National Securi-
ty Advisor Ajit Doval and Chi-
nese Foreign Minister Wang Yi,
was held here in December last
year. It was the first meeting
of the SRs since frictions had
emerged in the Western Sector
of the India-China border areas
in 2020.

The SRs in their meeting
positively affirmed the imple-
mentation of the latest disen-
gagement agreement of October
2024, resulting in patrolling and
grazing in relevant areas.

ISRAEL POUNDS GAZA, KILLING 60

least 13 killed southwest of Ga-
za City. Medics said most of the
13 were hit by gunfire, but resi-
dents also reported an airstrike.

Twenty people, including
women, children and a local
journalist were Killed in an Is-
raeli airstrike on a beachfront
cafe in Gaza City, medics said.
The Palestinian Journalist
Syndicate said more than 220
journalists had been Kkilled in
Gaza since the war began in
October 2023.

The Israeli military said
it struck militant targets in
northern Gaza, including com-
mand and control centers, after
taking steps to mitigate the risk
of harming civilians.

The bombardment followed
new evacuation orders to vast
areas in the north, where Israe-
1li forces had operated before
and left behind wide-scale de-
struction. The military ordered
people there to head south,
saying that it planned to fight
Hamas militants operating in
northern Gaza, including in the
heart of Gaza City.

Dalai Lama set to reveal succession plan as China watches

REUTERS

Dharamshala, India, June
30: The Dalai Lama will ad-
dress a major three-day gath-
ering of Buddhist religious
figures this week ahead of his
90th birthday, as his followers
wait for the Tibetan spiritual
leader to share details about
his succession in a move that
could irk China.

Beijing views the Dalai La-
ma, who fled Tibet in 1959 af-
ter a failed uprising against
Chinese rule, as a separatist
and says it will choose his suc-
cessor. The Dalai Lama has
said his successor will be born
outside China and urged his fol-
lowers to reject anyone chosen
by Beijing.

Tibetan Buddhists hold that
enlightened monks are reborn
to carry forward their spir-
itual legacy. The 14th Dalai
Lama will turn 90 Sunday and

has said he would consult se-
nior monks and others at this
time to share possible clues on
where his successor, a boy or a
girl, could be found following
his death.

“The rest of my life I will ded-
icate for the benefit of others, as
much as possible, as extensive
as possible,” the Dalai Lama
told a gathering of his followers
Monday as they offered prayers
for his long life.

“There will be some kind of
a framework within which we
can talk about the continuation
of the institution of the Dalai
Lamas,” he said, without elab-
orating on the framework.

He has previously said he
could possibly reincarnate in In-
dia, where he lives in exile near
the northern Himalayan town of
Dharamshala. He was identified
as the reincarnation of his prede-
cessor when he was two.

Dolma Tsering Teykhang,

the deputy speaker of the Tibet-
an parliament-in-exile in Dha-
ramshala, said it was important
for the world to hear directly
from the Dalai Lama on the is-
sue because while China “tries
to vilify him at every chance,
it is trying to frame rules and
regulations on how to have the
reincarnation of the Dalai La-
ma in their hand”.

B

“China is trying to grab this
institution for its political pur-
pose,” she said.

“We want the incarnation of
the Dalai Lama to be born not
only for the survival of Tibet as
a distinct culture, religion and
nation, but also for the well-be-
ing of the whole humanity.”

Thupten Ngodup, Tibet’s
chief state oracle, said typical-

hina views Dalai Lama as
separatist, plans to choose
successor

Dalai Lama has said his
successor to be born
outside China, possibly in India

Tibetan officials emphasise
importance of Dalai Lama’s
reincarnation for cultural
survival

ly such discussions on the re-
incarnation do not take place
when a monk is still alive but
things are different now mainly
because the “Chinese govern-
ment is interfering”.

Beijing said in March that
the Dalai Lama was a politi-
cal exile who had “no right to
represent the Tibetan people at
all”. China has said it is open to
discussing his future if he rec-
ognises that Tibet and Taiwan
are inalienable parts of China,
a proposal the Tibetan govern-

ment in exile has rejected.

‘AS IF HE’S NOT THERE’

The religious conference this
week, being held for the first
time since 2019, will be attended
by more than 100 Tibetan Bud-
dhist leaders and will feature a
video statement from the Dalai
Lama.

Hollywood star Richard Ge-
re, a long-time follower of Ti-
betan Buddhism, will be among
those attending, organisers
have said.

The Dalai Lama will attend
prayers called by the Tibetan
government in exile July 5 and
participate in his birthday cele-
brations a day later, according
to a schedule shared by the or-
ganisers.

He will speak at the celebra-
tions for about half an hour.
India’s parliamentary affairs
minister, Kiren Rijiju, and
some other Indian officials are
expected to attend.




We expect the

rupee to gain on
weakness

in the US dollar in improved
global risk sentiments.
However, any recovery in
crude oil prices may cap sharp
gains, USDINR spot price is
expected to trade ina

range of 85.30 to 85.85

ANUJ CHOUDHARY I RESEARCH ANALYST,
MIRAE ASSET SHAREKHAN

VI EXPANDS 5G COVERAGE

Vodafone Idea has expanded 5G coverage to 23 more cities,
including states capitals Jaipur, Kolkata, and Lucknow, the com-
pany said Monday. Vi has already launched 5G service in five
cities -- Mumbai, Delhi-NCR, Bengaluru, Chandigarh, and Patna.
It announced the next phase of its 5G rollout, with network
deployment now underway in 23 cities. These include Ahmed-
abad, Agra, Aurangabad, Kozhikode, Cochin, Dehradun, Indore,
Jaipur, Kolkata, Lucknow, Madurai, Malappuram, Meerut, Nag-
pur, Nashik, Pune, Rajkot, Sonepat, Surat, Siliguri, Trivandrum,
Vadodara and Vizag, the company said
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Gold remains
under pres-
sure, trading

near $3,300 per
ounce, as renewed
optimism over
global trade nego-
tiations lifted risk sentiment

KAYNAT CHAINWALA I AVP-COMMODITY
RESEARCH, KOTAK SECURITIES

The new an-
‘ tenna is ready

for commer-
cial release in
June, with interna- -
tional shipments
starting in July. :
These antennas will be for both
domestic operators and interna-
tional customers

NITIN BANSAL I MD, ERICSSON INDIA

As one of the
‘ first system

integration - &
companies to in- i
tegrate OpenAl to »

improve efficien-

cy and enhance

customer experiences, they're ac-
celerating productivity and setting
a new standard for how industries
can transform using generative Al

GIANCARLO GC LIONETTI I CCO, OPENAI

SHORT TAKES

[ e-KYC setu system for
registered entities

New Delhi: To make

the KYC process easier,
markets regulator Sebi

on Monday said that
registered intermediaries
are allowed to use 'e-KYC
Setu System' of National
Payments Corporation of
India (NPCI) to perform
digital KYC. Registered
intermediaries can use this
facility to perform digital
KYC, as an additional
alternate mechanism
available to them to carry
out Aadhaar-based e-KYC
of their clients. Under

the present framework,
registered intermediaries
use e-KYC services of Unique
Identification Authority

of India (UIDAI) in the
securities market. This
service has been accepted
as a valid process for digital
Know Your Client (KYC)
verification using KYC User
Agency mechanism and or
the Digilocker.

I Japan's SMBC
seeks CCI nod

New Delhi: Japan's
Sumitomo Mitsui Banking
Corporation (SMBC) has
sought clearance from the
fair trade regulator CCI to
acquire a 20 per cent stake
in private sector lender Yes
Bank. The development
came after State Bank

of India (SBI) and seven
other lenders last month
announced selling 20 per
cent of their combined
stakes in Yes Bank to
SMBC for a consideration
of 13,483 crore, making

it the largest cross-border
investment in the Indian
banking sector. SMBC is a
wholly-owned subsidiary of
Sumitomo Mitsui Financial
Group, Inc (SMFG). After
the completion of the
transaction, SMBC will
become the single largest
shareholder of Mumbai-
based Yes Bank.

[ SEBI extends
compliance deadline

New Delhi: Markets
regulator SEBI Monday
extended the deadline by
two months till August

for regulated entities to
adopt and implement the
cybersecurity and cyber
resilience framework. The
framework is designed to
ensure that SEBI regulated
entities (RES) maintain a
robust cybersecurity posture,
remain equipped with
adequate cyber resiliency
measures and can withstand,
respond to, and recover from
cyber threats, effectively
This marks the second
extension granted by the
regulator.

Industrial output growth
slows to nine-month low

India’s industrial output
growth experienced a
slowdown in May 2025,
reaching a nine-month
low of 1.2%, primarily
due to contractions in the
electricity and mining
sectors. While
manufacturing showed
positive growth, driven
by machinery,
non-metallic minerals,
and basic metals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 30: India's
industrial production growth
slowed to a nine-month low of
1.2 per cent in May 2025 due to
poor performance of manufac-
turing, mining and power sec-
tors caused by the early onset
of Monsoon, according to offi-
cial data released Monday.

The factory output, measured
in terms of the Index of Indus-
trial Production (IIP), had ex-
panded by 6.3 per cent in May
2024. The National Statistics Of-
fice also revised downward the
industrial production growth
for April to 2.6 per cent from
the earlier estimate of 2.7 per
cent released last month.

The previous low was ob-
served in August 2024 when IIP
remained unchanged.

The NSO data showed that
the manufacturing sector's
output growth decelerated to 2.6
per cent in May 2025 from 5.1
per cent in the year-ago month.

Mining production con-
tracted by 0.1 per cent against
a growth of 6.6 per cent a year
ago. Power production declined
by 5.8 per cent in May 2025

against 13.7 per cent growth in
the year-ago period.

During the April-May period
of FY26, industrial production
grew by 1.8 per cent compared
to 5.7 per cent a year ago.

Aditi Nayar Chief Econo-
mist, Head - Research & Out-
reach, ICRA said, "The early
onset of the monsoon doused
activity in mining and the de-
mand for electricity, with both
these sub-sectors of the IIP re-
porting a contraction in May
2025, amidst an anaemic growth
of manufacturing.

Moreover, the underlying
trends were uneven, with three
of the use-based categories dis-
playing a contraction, amidst a
continued high 14.1 per cent ex-
pansion in capital goods, boost-
ed by a low base, Nayar said.

Tepid industrial volume
growth in the first two months
of the quarter does not augur
well for industrial GVA (gross
value added) growth in Q1
FY2026, she added.

Bank credit growth slows

RBI reported a slowdown
in bank credit to industry,
growing at 4.9% in the
fortnight ending May 30,
2025, compared to 8.9 per
cent the previous year.
Non-food bank credit also
decelerated to 9.8 per cent
from 16.2 per cent

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, June 30: Bank
credit to industry expanded
at 4.9 per cent in the fort-
night ended May 30, against
8.9 per cent growth in the cor-
responding period of the pre-
vious year, the Reserve Bank
said Monday.

The RBI has released the da-
ta on sectoral deployment of
bank credit for May 2025 col-
lected from 41 select scheduled
commercial banks (SCBs), ac-
counting for about 95 per cent
of the total non-food credit by
all commercial banks.

On a year-on-year (y-0-y)
basis, non-food bank credit
as on the fortnight ended May

Bank GNPAs decline to mult

30, 2025, grew by 9.8 per cent
as compared to 16.2 per cent
during the corresponding
fortnight of the previous year
(May 31, 2024).

"Credit to industry recorded
a y-o-y growth of 4.9 per cent,
compared with 8.9 per cent in
the corresponding fortnight
of the previous year. Among
major industries, outstanding
credit to ‘all engineering', ‘con-
struction' and ‘rubber, plastic
and their products' recorded
an accelerated y-o-y growth,"
it said.

According to the data,
credit to agriculture and al-
lied activities registered a
y-0-y growth of 7.5 per cent
as against 21.6 per cent in the
corresponding fortnight of the
previous year.

RBI further said credit to
the services sector moderat-
ed to 9.4 per cent y-o-y (20.7
per cent in the corresponding
fortnight of the previous year),
primarily due to decelerated
growth in credit to ‘non-bank-
ing financial companies'
(NBFCs).

On the other hand, credit
growth to ‘computer software'
segment remained robust.

Schedule commercial continued to record
improvement in their asset quality, with the gross NPA
ratio and net NPA ratio declining to multi-decadal
lows of 2.3 per cent and (.5 per cent, respectively

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, June 30: The gross
non-performing assets (NPAs)
of the banking system declined
to a multi-decadal low of 2.3 per
cent in March 2025, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) said Mon-
day.

The level of the GNPAs had
stood at 2.6 per cent in Septem-
ber 2024.

In the half-yearly The Reserve
Financial Stability Report, the

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
said the GNPAs for 46 banks
accounting for 98 per cent of the
total assets of scheduled com-
mercial banks (SCBs), may rise
to 2.6 per cent by March 2027.

It can be noted that dud as-
sets have been one of the most
challenging part for the bank-
ing system for a large part of
the latter part of the previous
decade, especially due to stress
among corporate segment, but

As per use-based classifi-
cation, the capital goods seg-
ment growth accelerated to
14.1 per cent in May 2025 from
2.6 per cent in the year-ago pe-
riod. Consumer durables (or
white goods production) con-
tracted by 0.7 per cent during
the reporting month against
a growth of 12.6 per cent in
May 2024.

In May 2025, consumer
non-durables output contract-
ed 2.4 per cent compared to a
growth of 2.8 per cent a year
ago. Infrastructure/construc-
tion goods reported a growth of
6.3 per cent in May 2025, down
from a 7.6 per cent expansion
in the year-ago period.

The data also showed that the
output of primary goods con-
tracted by 1.9 per cent in May
2025 against 7.3 per cent growth
ayear earlier. The expansion in
the intermediate goods segment
was 3.5 per cent in the month
under review against 3.5 per
cent a year ago.

APM gas price hits
ceiling of $6.75

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 30: The price
of natural gas used for produc-
ing CNG for vehicles and cook-
ing gas was raised 5 per cent
for July, following a surge in
oil prices triggered by Israel's
military strike on Iran.

As part of the monthly revi-
sion, the price of natural gas
from legacy fields operated by
state-owned companies was
increased to $6.75 per million
British thermal units, up from
$6.41, according to a notifica-
tion from the Petroleum Plan-
ning and Analysis Cell (PPAC)
of the Oil Ministry.

$6.75 per mmBtu is the ceil-
ing price for gas from legacy
fields, known as APM gas,
which accounts for roughly
half the input used in produc-
ing CNG. It is also utilised in
power generation, fertiliser
production, and piped direct-
1y to households for cooking.

A higher input gas price
would squeeze margins of city
gas retailers.

City gas retailers may
choose to hike CNG prices if
the increase pinches them.
APM gas price is revised on the
first of every month, set at 10
per cent of the average import
price of crude oil in the pre-
ceding month. But this price is
subject to a floor or minimum
rate and a ceiling or maximum
rate. The ceiling price for 2025-
26 is $6.75.

According to PPAC, the price
of APM gas for the period from
July 1 to July 31, 2025, was cal-
culated at $6.89 per mmBtu on
a gross calorific value (GCV)
basis. However, the rate will
be capped at the ceiling price
of $6.75.

In the last revision effective
June 1, the APM gas price was
cut for the first time in two
years, dropping to $6.41 per
mmBtu from $6.75 in the pre-
vious month.

This was the first reduction
since the government in April
2023 implemented a new formu-
la to price APM gas.

Gross GST collections
double in five years
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India's Goods and Ser-
vices Tax collections have
doubled in the past five
years, reaching a record
322.08 lakh crore in FY25,
a 94 per cent year-on-
year growth. The average
monthly GST collection
in FY25 stood at T1.84
lakh crore. Since its
launch in 2017 GST has
seen consistent growth,
with registered
taxpayers rising over
L.5I crore

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 30: Gross
GST collections doubled in
five years to reach an all-time
high of %22.08 lakh crore in
the 2024-25 fiscal years, from
%11.37 lakh crore in FY21,
government data showed
Monday.

The gross goods and services
tax (GST) collections touched
its highest-ever level of ¥22.08
lakh crore in 2024-25, register-
ing a 9.4 per cent growth over
the previous fiscal year.

The average monthly collec-
tion stood at ¥1.84 lakh crore in

Fiscal deficit slips to 0.8%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 30: The Cen-
tral government's fiscal deficit
fell to 0.8 per cent of the full-
year target at the end of May,
mainly due to a whopping 32.69
lakh crore dividends received
from the Reserve Bank of India.

The fiscal deficit, or gap
between the government's ex-
penditure and revenue, had
touched 11.9 per cent of the
Budget Estimates (BE) for 2025-
26 or ¥1.86 lakh crore in April.

Following the RBI's dividend
payout, the Centre's fiscal defi-
cit was reduced to 0.8 per cent
of BE of 2025-26 or ¥13,163 crore,
the data released by the Con-
troller General of Accounts
(CGA) showed.

The Centre estimates the fis-
cal deficit during 2025-26 at 4.4
per cent of the GDP or ¥15.69
lakh crore. It stood at 3.1 per
cent of BE of 2024-25 in the first
two months of the previous fi-
nancial year.

According to the CGA, the
amount the government re-
ceived under the head 'divi-
dends and profits' was ¥2.78 lakh
crore or 86 per cent of the BE.

The data on monthly ac-

the system has been improving
on the key ratios ever since.
Given the prevalent tenden-
cies among banks to evergreen
loans or not recognise NPAs at
all, the RBI had to step in and
force lenders to recognise cer-
tain loans as non-performing

counts showed that the Gov-
ernment of India received 37.32
lakh crore, 21 per cent of cor-
responding BE 2025-26 of total
receipts, up to May 2025. This
comprised 3.5 lakh crore tax
revenue (net to centre), 33.56
lakh crore of non-tax revenue
and %25,224 crore of non-debt
capital receipts.

CGA said %1.63 lakh crore
has been transferred to state
governments as devolution
of share of taxes by the Gov-
ernment of India, which was

through the asset quality re-
view. As the state-run lenders
had to be capitalised using
public money as a result of the
same.

The FSR said loan write-offs,
including technical write-offs
--which can be recovered in the
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323,720 crore higher than the
previous year.

Total expenditure incurred
by the Centre was %7.46 lakh
crore, 14.7 per cent of corre-
sponding BE 2025-26.

Of the total expenditure,
%5.24 lakh crore was in the
revenue account and ¥2.21 lakh
crore in the capital account.
Out of the total revenue expen-
diture, ¥1.47 lakh crore was on
account of interest payments
and 51,253 crore towards ma-
jor subsidies.

F

FY25, up from %1.68 lakh crore
in FY24 and ¥1.51 lakh crore in
FY22. In eight years, the num-
ber of registered taxpayers
under GST has risen from 65
lakh in 2017 to over 1.51 crore.

"Since its rollout, the goods
and services tax has shown
strong growth in revenue col-
lection and tax base expan-
sion. It has steadily strength-
ened India's fiscal position and
made indirect taxation more
efficient and transparent,"”
a government statement on
eight years of GST said.

In 2024-25, GST recorded its
highest-ever gross collections
of %22.08 lakh crore, reflecting
a year-on-year growth of 9.4
per cent. In 2023-24 and 2022-
23, GST collections were 320.18
lakh crore and ¥18.08 lakh crore
in 2022-23. In 2021-22, total gross
GST collections were 11.37
lakh crore, and the average
monthly collection was 95,000
crore.

GST, which was launched
July 1, 2017, completes eight
years Monday.

GST subsumed about 17 lo-
cal taxes and 13 cesses into a
five-tier structure, simplify-
ing the tax regime. Monthly
GST collection had touched a
record high of ?2.37 lakh crore
in April 2025. In May 2025, it
was at %2.01 lakh crore. The
numbers for June will be re-
leased Tuesday.

Markets snap
four-day rally

AGENCIES

Mumbai, June 30: Benchmark
equity indices Sensex and Nifty
tumbled Monday after a four-day
rally amid emergence of prof-
it-taking, mainly in bank stocks.

After staying in the negative
territory throughout the day, the
30-share BSE Sensex later dropped
452.44 points or 0.54 per cent to set-
tle at 83,606.46. The 50-share NSE
Nifty declined 120.75 points or 0.47
per cent to 25,517.05.

From the Sensex firms, Axis
Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Maruti, UltraTech Cement,
Bajaj Finance, ICICI Bank, Re-
liance Industries, Tata Steel,
Bharti Airtel and HDFC Bank
were among the major laggards.

However, Trent, State Bank
of India, Bharat Electronics,
Titan and Bajaj Finserv were
among the gainers.

The BSE smallcap gauge
climbed 0.81 per cent and mid-
cap index went up by 0.67 per
cent. Among BSE sectoral indi-
ces, realty dropped 0.87 per cent,
bankex (0.59 per cent), auto (0.49
per cent), metal (0.49 per cent),
oil & gas (0.19 per cent) and fi-
nancial services (0.17 per cent).

i-decadal low

future -- were one of the prime
reasons for the reduction in
GNPAs over the last five years.
As per the FSR, write-offs to
GNPA ratio for SCBs moved
up to 31.8 per cent in FY25
from 29.5 per cent in the previ-
ous year, led by private sector
lenders and foreign banks, and
added that write-offs by PSBs
exhibited a marginal decline.
The half-yearly slippage ratio,
measuring new accretions to
NPAs as a share of standard
advances at the beginning of
the half year, remained stable
at 0.7 per cent.

From a sectoral perspective,
the agricultural sector had the
highest contribution to GNPAs
at 6.1 per cent, while it was

broadly stable on the personal
loans side at 1.2 per cent.
However, public sector banks'
GNPAs from the credit card
segment moved up to 14.3 per
cent as against 2.1 per cent in
case of the private sector rivals.
Share of the large borrowers
in the GNPAs was 37.5 per cent
as compared to their 43.9 per
cent share in the overall out-
standing loans. This cohort's
GNPA ratio declined from 3.8
per cent in September 2023 to
1.9 per cent in March 2025, the
FSR said. None of the top-100
borrowers were classified as
NPAs, the FSR said, adding that
their share in the overall loan
pie was stable over the last six
months at 15.2 per cent.
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Ayush clinches maiden
BWF World Tour title

The 20-year-old, a
2023 junior world
championships
bronze
winner, defeated
the third seeded
Yang 21-18 21-13

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Iowa (US), June 30: Ris-
ing shuttler Ayush Shetty
notched up his first BWF
World Tour title with a
commanding straight-games
victory over Canada's Brian
Yang in the men's singles
final of the US Open Super
300, ending India's title
drought this season.

The 20-year-old, a 2023 ju-
nior world championships
bronze winner, defeated the
third seeded Yang 21-18 21-
13 in 47 minutes Sunday to
cap off an impressive week,
which included a come-
from-behind win against
top seed Chou Tien Chen in
the semifinals. It was Shet-
ty's third victory over Yang,
having defeated him twice
earlier this year at Malaysia
and Taipei Open.

"It means a lot, it's my first
title in the senior circuit. So
I'm really happy," the 6 ft-4
inch shuttler told BWF.

In the women's singles fi-
nal, 16-year-old Tanvi Shar-
ma finished runner-up after
a fighting three-game loss
to top seed Beiwen Zhang of
the United States.

Playing her first World
Tour final, the unseeded

SHORT TAKES

Pugilist alleges abuse

New Delhi: A woman coach
with the Sports Authority

of India's National Boxing
Academy in Rohtak has been
accused of sexual harassment

" by a minor pugilist, who

according to the FIR filed

by her parents, has slipped
into depression because of
repeated "mental and physical
abuse". Despite having a copy
of the FIR, PTl is withholding
the name of the accused as the
matter is under investigation.
When reached for a comment,
the Boxing Federation of India
(BFI) and the Sports Authority
of India (SAI) acknowledged
receiving a complaint from
the 17-year-old victim about
intimidation and incidents

of slapping but denied being
told about sexual harassment
as alleged in the FIR. In

her FIR lodged at a Rohtak
police station, the victim has
stated that the coach tried to
forcibly remove her clothes
once, slapped her on multiple
occasions, threatened to ruin
her career and called her a
"person of bad character" in
front of other boxers leading to
her isolation.

Kabaddi going global

New Delhi: The organisers

of the World Super Kabaddi
League (WSKL) Monday
announced that the inaugural
edition of the tournament,
featuring about 30 countries,
will be held in Dubai, tentatively
in February-March next year.
Backed by the International
Kabaddi Federation (IKF),
WSKL will adopt a franchise-
based model featuring eight
teams in its inaugural season.
Each team will have a strong
international presence
alongside Indian talent.
"Kabaddi has always deserved
a larger stage not just for India
but for the global sporting
community. With WSKL, our
goal is to reimagine the sport
for a global audience, unlock
international talent, and take
decisive steps towards Olympic
recognition," said Sambhav
Jain, Director and Founder,

SJ uplift Kabaddi Pvt Ltd that
operates the League. WSKL has
already secured interest and
participation from prominent
kabaddi nations including
South Korea, Iran, Thailand,
Pakistan, Malaysia, Japan,
Canada, and the United States,
with discussions underway to
onboard additional countries,
the release added.

AYUSH SHETTY

teenager went down 11-21
21-16 10-21 in 46 minutes.
"I'm very happy with my
performance. I was a bit
nervous before entering the
court, and I made many mis-
takes. This is my first Super
300 final, so I'm happy about

that," Tanvi said.
SHETTY VS YANG

The men's singles final be-
gan evenly with scores tied at
6-6, but Shetty, seeded fourth,
surged ahead with a string of
winners to lead 11-6 at the
interval. Yang narrowed the
gap to 13-11 and drew level at
16-16, but Shetty regained con-
trol with well-placed shots to
secure the opening game with
a decisive jump smash.

The second game saw the
Mangalore shuttler race to a
7-2 lead before Yang briefly
caught up, but the Indian
maintained composure,

mixing variations and sharp
defence to keep his opponent
at bay. Leading 17-12, Shetty
closed out the match with a
cross-court punch followed
by a powerful smash to seal
his maiden World Tour title.

"He was defending quite
well in the first game. 1
varied my smashes a bit,
played some half-smashes
and drops and that made a
difference," said Shetty.

"In the first game I was
hurrying a bit playing some
sharp strokes. In the second
game I was more confident, I
opened up the game and that
made the difference."

Shetty had reached the fi-
nals of 2023 Odisha Masters
Super 100 tournament, besides
making the summit clash at
the 2023 Bahrain International
and 2024 Dutch Open.

TANVI VS ZHANG

In the women's singles
final, Tanvu struggled to
settle early as Zhang built
an 11-5 lead in the opening
game, which the Indian
couldn't breach.

In the second game, Tan-
vi came out attacking, tak-
ing a 4-0 lead and maintain-
ing her advantage despite
Zhang pushing her with
long rallies.

From 11-9 at the inter-
val, the Indian continued
her aggressive approach,
forcing errors from Zhang
and taking the game to
force a decider.

However, Tanvi ran out
of steam in the third game
as Zhang surged to an 11-4
lead at the break and closed
out the match comfortably
to claim the title.
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It’s time for METTLE MEET.
An initiative by the state’s
only home grown English
daily, OrissaPOST to revive
quizzing in Odisha. This year,
the Preliminaries will take

place August 9and the Grand

Finale August 10. Like
in the previous years, top
educational institutions of the
State both from schools and
higher education institutions
will be competing for
Prizes worth ¥3,50,000
& the Champions
Title in both Junior and
Senior segments.
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exciting Grand Finale if

s a reader of OrissaPOST, this is a chance for
you to be part of the

you can give correct answers in the daily quiz.
Starting today, there will be one question each day for you
to answer till July 31, 2025. Every day two winners will be
selected from correct entries. Then winners will be decided
by draw of lots. The winners will be invited for the Grand
Finale which will be conducted by a nationally acclaimed
quizmaster. There will be prizes for the daily winners too.
So buckle up and get set for some brainstorming.

its 70th foundation
financial entity.

TODAY'S QUESTION

elebrated as Doctor's Day in honour
‘ of the physician and the second CM
of West Bengal, Dr. Bidhan Chandra
Roy, this date also marks the nationalization
of an Indian institution in 1955. Celebrating

day, name this iconic

SPORTS

RULES & REGULATIONS

® Everyone will have to mail their

answers to mettlemeet@orissapost.com

® Answers to the questions will follow
the next day. The names of the winners
will also be announced along with their

pictures.

® Answers mailed between 8.00am to
6.00pm each day will be considered valid.

® OrissaPOST’s decision on all entries
will be final. No complaints will be

entertained.

® Participants must send their entries
with a passport size photograph, mobile
numbers and residential address. Other-
wise the entries will not be entertained.

® There can be only one winner from

one family.

® Invitation cards to the winners will
only be issued on presentation of Valid
ID proof — Voter Card, Aadhaar Card,
Driving License, Passport, School ID
card (In case of students till Class XI)

® No employee or families of OrissaPOST
team can be part of the competition.

o - * NoArcherasEngland i FIRST MAJOR UPSET
PSG rout Messi’s Inter MIaM1 guegiimeem g odey suftere ok

early Wimbledon exit

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Atlanta, June 30: Joao
Neves scored a pair of goals
for Paris Saint-Germain and
the world's best team over-
whelmed one of the game's
greatest players, embarrass-
ing Lionel Messi and Inter
Miami 4-0 in the round of
16 at the Club World Cup
Sunday.

With Messi facing the
team where he spent two
seasons before moving to
Major League Soccer in the
twilight of his stellar career,
the European champions

quickly erased the Herons'
hopes of pulling off a monu-
mental upset before a crowd
of 65,574 at Mercedes-Benz
Stadium in Atlanta.

Neves scored his first
goal just six minutes into
the match, converting a
header at the back post off
a free kick. The Portuguese
midfielder added another in
the 39th minute before In-
ter Miami totally fell apart
in the closing stages of the
first half, surrendering an
own-goal and then watching
helplessly as Achraf Hakimi
tacked on another in stop-

page time to send PSG to the
locker room with a four-goal
cushion.

The pink-clad fans tried
to stir No 10 with occasion-
al chants of “Messi! Messi!
Messi!” but it did little good.
The Argentine star spent
most of the first half just
lingering in the midfield,
surrounded by PSG players
and barely getting a chance
to touch the ball.

Inter Miami's best
chance came early in the
second half. A pass to Luis
Suarez sent him clear at
the side of the net, but the

The clash was
reminiscent of
PSG's historic 5-0
rout of Inter Milan
a month ago in the
Champions League
final, when the
Paris club won its
first European title
and established
itself as the clear
favorite heading
into the expanded
Club World Cup

ball slid harmlessly off his
foot without a shot. The
38-year-old striker kicked
a water bottle over the
barrier in frustration,
summing up the day for
the Herons.

Messi finally connected
with Inter Miami's first shot
on goal in the 63rd minute,
but it was easily scooped
up by goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma. Messi had
another chance on a head-
er with about 10 minutes
remaining, forcing Don-
narumma to make a diving
save in the only real threat
to his third shutout of the
tournament.

PSG advanced to a quar-
terfinal match next Satur-
day, also in Atlanta, against
Bayern Munich. The Ger-
man club defeated Flamengo
of Brazil 4-2.

for 2nd Test vs India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Birmingham, June 30:
England have named an un-
changed playing XI for the
second Test against India
even as fast bowler Jofra Ar-
cher missed Monday's train-
ing session at Edgbaston due
to a family emergency.

While Archer is expected
to rejoin the squad Tuesday
on the eve of the second Test
beginning Wednesday, En-
gland have stuck with the
side that secured a five-wick-
et win in the series opener at
Headingley.

Archer, who had missed
the opening Test, was added
to the England squad for the
five-match series last week
but will have to wait for his
chance.

Men's fast bowler Jofra
Archer will not be joining
the England Test squad for
today's training session at
Edgbaston, Monday 30 June,
due to a family emergency.
He is expected to rejoin the
squad tomorrow, Tuesday,
the England and Wales
Cricket Board's (ECB) said
on Monday.

Archer, who has struggled
with elbow-related injury
to his bowling arm over
the last several years, last
played in a Test more than
four years ago against India
in Ahmedabad.

The second Test is sched-
uled to begin here from
Wednesday. England lead
the series 1-0.

Dhoni seeks trademark for sobriquet ‘Captain Cool’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 30: For-
mer Indian cricket team cap-
tain Mahendra Singh Dhoni
has filed a trademark appli-
cation for the phrase 'CAP-
TAIN COOL', a sobriquet
widely associated with his
calm on-field demeanour.
According to the Trade
Marks Registry portal,
the application's status is
'accepted and advertised'.
It was published in the of-
ficial trademark journal
June 16. The application

was filed June 5.
The proposed trademark
is registered under the cat-

egory for sports training,
providing sports training
facilities, sports coaching

and services.

Interestingly, another
company, Prabha Skill
Sports (OPC) Pvt Ltd, had
earlier filed a similar ap-
plication for the phrase.
However, that application's
status is showing as 'rectifi-
cation filed'.

Earlier this month, Dho-
ni was inducted into the
ICC's Hall of Fame for the
year 2025 along with sev-
en cricketers, including
Australian great Matthew
Hayden and South Africa's
Hashim Amla.

The ICC hailed Dhoni as
a player who excelled not
just in numbers but also in
"extraordinary consistency,
fitness and longevity".

"Celebrated for his calm
under pressure and un-
matched tactical nous, but
also a trailblazer in the
shorter formats, MS Dhoni's
legacy as one of the game's
greatest finishers, leaders
and wicketkeepers has been
honoured with his induction
into the ICC Cricket Hall of
Fame," the ICC statement
had said.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

London, June 30: The
2025 Wimbledon Champi-
onship kicked off in superb
fashion as Benjamin Bonzi
wasted little time in notch-
ing the first major upset by
stunning ninth seed Daniil
Medvedev 7-6(2), 3-6, 7-6(3),
6-2 in the men's singles first
round here Monday.

Ranked ninth in the ATP
ranking, Medvedev has had
ahorrid run in Grand Slams
this year. His first-round
Wimbledon exit follows af-
ter a second-round defeat to
Learner Tien at the Austra-
lian Open and a first-round
loss to Cameron Norrie at
Roland Garros.

Competing on the hottest
opening day ever recorded
at the grass-court major,
according to the Met Office,
the World No 64 Bonzi’s pre-
cision and patience from the
back of the court proved too
much for Medvedev during
their first-round clash. He
also overpowered Medvedev
with a relentless barrage of
serving as per ATP.

“This is special for me
today. This is my first Top
10 win at a Slam. Obvious-
ly, it is always special at
this tournament. The atmo-
sphere, all the courts, and
the grass, everything really.

Ilove this place, so it’s very
special and Daniil is a great
player. He has reached two
semifinals. I knew it was a
tough match, but sometimes
it is better to play this kind
of player in the first round.
Anything can happen, so I'm
very happy with the win,"
said Bonzi in his on-court
interview.

With his three-hour, sev-
en-minute victory, Bonzi
is into the second round at
Wimbledon for the third
time in his career. It marks
the first time in seven ap-
pearances that Medvedev
has failed to advance past
the first round.

Bonzi struck cleanly from
the baseline and found great
success behind his own
serve, which proved clinical
in the first and third-set tie-
breaks. After improving to
2-0 in his Head2Head series
with Medvedev and earning
the second Top 10 win of his
career, the Frenchman will
next face Vit Kopriva or Jor-
dan Thompson.

Sabalenka powers
into second round

London: World No 1 Aryna
Sabalenka began her
Wimbledon 2025 campaign

in commanding fashion
Monday, dispatching qualifier
Carson Branstine 6-1, 7-5

in 73 minutes on a record-
hot opening day at the All
England Club. Sabalenka has
played only two of the past
four Wimbledon tournaments
-- but made the semifinals
both times. The people paid
to figure these things out
have installed Sabalenka as
the one to beat, ahead of Iga
Swiatek, Elena Rybakina, and
Coco Gauff.
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