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ARONOFSKY IN NEGOTIATIONS EMMA WATSON
TO DIRECT BREAKTHROUGH TURNS ATHLETE

-Orissa
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Filmmaker Darren Aronofsky is in early Emma Watson, best known for playing
talks to direct an upcoming feature, Hermione Granger in the Harry Potter

u Breakthrough, starring Dwayne Johnson in series, has showcased her athletic prowess
a supporting role. The film from A24 studio by competing in Oxford University’s Sum-
has the script penned by Zeke Goodman mer Eights rowing regatta. Her team won
and is set in Southern California at the one out of four races in the intercollegiate
turn of the millennium. competition.
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GaneshaSpeaks com
accuracy e reliability o frust Mumbai: Samantha Ruth Prabhurecently = Bunny, co-starring Varun Dhawan, _ ‘1‘,
FOR ASTROLOGY DIAL 55181* reflected on her transformative journey in ~ was met with widespread acclaim. Her
the entertainment industry, particularly portrayal of a fierce spy and her dedica-

Mumbai: Wa- wa m I qa o n reer hustle in

miga Gabbi a candid inter-

is basking in earl career view.
the success She revealed
of her recent working 38-hour

comedy-dra- h u st I e stretches  across

ma Bhool Chuk three shifts in her

éj

Hl ARIES after taking a two-year hiatus from acting. tion to high-octane action scenes won both Maaf, co-star- initial days. “I worked
Today, you may feel caught 8 The Citadel: Honey Bunny star shared that critics and fans over. ring RajKummar a morning shift on one proj-
between the devil and the her idea of success has evolved signifi- During her time away, Samantha found Rao. Produced by Mad- ect, then another at night. I did it

deep blue sea: while you
must please your beloved, you can't
afford to annoy your boss. It's okay once

cantly. “Today, my definition of success is clarity and a deeper sense of purpose.
freedom — the freedom to take a While some may not consider her as

dock Films, the film has  happily because I was enthusiastic
earned an impressive Rs.  and free of major responsibilities.

in while to walk the tight rope, smiles break, to grow, evolve, and commercially successful as before, 4 el 70 crore at the domestic  Whatever I earned was enough
Ganesha. Life only gives you what you not be confined to labels,” she feels more fulfilled than ever, box office. Amid the to support myself and my loved
can handle. she said in a candid con- focusing only on what truly res- i film’s successful run, ones,” she shared.

scecssssccsssscscssssssesss | Versation. onates with her. Wamiqga reflected on Wamiga fondly recalled juggling

After wrapping her
Hl TAURUS @ | 2093 film Kushi with

Stress might take its toll on ij XU a&r SDevera-
you today. Ganesha foresees onda, saman-
a demanding and difficult day. Theremay | tha took time

be a need for solitude to spend time with off to redis- |

She isnow gearing up for her 7 3 1 her early ca-  Modern Love Mumbai with Vishal
upcoming series Rakt Brah- N : : - Bhardwaj and Jubilee with Vikra-

mand.: The Bloody Kingdom, maditya Motwane, admitting
-‘ alongside Aditya Roy Kapur she never informed either di-
| and Wamiqga Gabbi. Saman- rector about the overlapping
4 tha also made her debut as schedules to avoid changes.

yourself. In relationships, you will look cover herself. [ J o producer with the well-re- “Do you think I wouldn’t

zgrggg’r:‘:;ﬁg ground to live and let live, Her return ' ceived Telugu film Subham | be thrilled to switch be-

y ' with the ac- # and is set to return to Tel tween Vishal Sir and
cecccccccccccccccccccccccce | tigon-packed i cinema with Maa Inti B Vikram Sir?” she said.

series A \ _ garam. In another memory, she

l GEMINI - Citadel: “. AGENCIES spoke of agreeing instantly

A fantastic day to enter into Honey Z, to a jungle shoot without a

all kinds of partnerships,

open joint accounts, strike

deals, and make future plans, says
Ganesha. Though your relationship with
your spouse has been under some strains,
today, you are likely to start working
towards resolving those issues.

vanity van or AC. “I was
excited. These are the
experiences that help

/ me grow,” she said.
/ Wamiga’s up-
coming films

HORISTORIG

include Bhoot
presence in the action thriller Bangla with
Il CANCER TEAS was undeniable, and the film’s ¥ Akshay
You may make a switch to _|" _|"I _1'- L S massive Rs. 554 crore collection | Kumar and
anew job or get a job offer . — W : S' firmly e'stabhshed herasaforceto Dil Ka Dar-
that you don't want to deny’ predicts Ga- \ Mumbai: Trlptll L 3 reckon with. waaza Khol
nesha. You are likely to go on a shopping Dimri is on the cusp of Since the pandemic, Triptii has fea- Na Darling
spree and spend lavishly. In the evening, creating history in Bollywood. tured in four films, two of which were with Siddhant
you will be spending your time and mon- With just Rs. 56 crores more at the Indian  box office hits. Her total post-Covid box Chaturvedi
ey on your loved ones. box office, she is set to become the second  office earnings now stand at Rs. 944.04 * and Jaya
e eeescecescscescscssescsns - Bollywood actress after Deepika Padu-  crores. Adding to her momentum, she Bachchan.
B kone to cross the coveted Rs. 1000 crore  recently replaced Deepika Padukone in AGENCIES

M LEO

Professionalism always
impresses, no matter who
you are or what you do. Re-

mark in the post-Covid era. Thisremark-  Spirit, following reports of creative dif-
able achievement places her in an elite ~ ferences between the Kalki 2898 AD
A% league of Indian cinema’s top box office  star and director Sandeep Reddy
performers. Vanga.

member this, and adopt the professional \ ‘ ﬁ-jﬁ ; Triptii’s rise has been nothing short Once she hits the Rs. 1000 crore
agf‘i?gﬁ:ﬁt lc?’z;Toiw\?v!g "i'}]”hnesl'cirtlo ol \ S of meteoric. While she first gained at-  mark, Triptii will join Deepika
iymp.ress nev?businegs pa¥tners. [/)xls%yex- tention with Laila Majnu, it was her  and Rashmika Mandanna as the
pect a few concessions from your seniors o role in Animal alongside Ranbir Ka-  only Indian actresses to reach
at work. You have earned them, so use < s )é?' 3 poor that catapulted her into the spot-  this milestone in the post-
them wisely. \ E s e light. Though not the lead, her screen ~ Covid era. AGENCIES
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= EA | The unseen side Of Ra aj Kumar
for some time now might be /]
sorted today. But put in extra
efforts, says Ganesha. Plans may be to
ionpggr?r{glrrs]}]ﬁ)c.cé)vue%% ﬁ:;t gevfggﬁ;ein Mumbai: Before he became one  his signature style to the silver  lywood. A fan of horse riding and golf, he
socialising, says Ganesha. of Bollywood’s most enigmatic  screen. Raaj Kumar shared the screen  also had a curious fondness for

_ actors, Raaj Kumar led a very Known for his magnetic voice =~ with Dilip Kumar in Paigham  polished shoes.
cooeeenoeesereeseneeseneeee different life. In the late 1940s,he ~ and piercing screen presence, (1959) and reunited with him True to his private nature,

served as a Sub-Inspector with  Raaj Kumar was also famous three decades later in Saudagar  even in death, he left instruc-
the Mumbai Police, stationed for his eccentricities and blunt  (1991). Despite the hype around tions for a quiet farewell—his
at Mahim Police Station. His nature. A widely shared anec- their pairing, it’s well-document-  cremation was to be done swiftly
cinematic journey began unex- dote recounts how he rejected ed that the two rarely spoke atShivajiPark electric cremato-
pectedly when filmmaker Sohrab ~ Zanjeer, the film that launched  off-camera due to their strong  rium without informing the film
Modi spotted him while on duty =~ Amitabh Bachchan’s stardom, personalities and differing ap-  fraternity. July 3, 1996, Raaj Ku-

| ITIBRA | Kﬂ

When it comes to your chil-

dren, no pain is too much.

Today seems to justify that statement as
you may indeed take pains to improve
your children's welfare. But it’s all worth

the effort in the end. Afternoon brings at Metro Cinema. Though Raaj  supposedly because he didn’t  proaches to work. mar passed away due to throat
with it the possibility of happiness and Kumar initially declined Mo- like the director’s face or his Deeply loyal, Raaj Kumar re-  cancer, leaving behind a legacy
success. You may make worthwhile di’s film offer, destiny had other  choice of hair oil. Whether fact  tained the same driver, tailor, asunforgettable as the man him-
material progress today. plans, and he eventually tran-  or folklore, his refusal signifi-  hairstylist, and even his beloved  self. AGENCIES

sitioned into acting, bringing cantly shaped the course of Bol-  Plymouth car for over 40 years.

Hl SCORPIO

Your beloved will pulsate

with pangs of passion, and S U D O KU

even you won't remain

unaffected for long, says Ganesha. Your FUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
skills in negotiating will help you save a o '[ manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
huge chunk of money. Some quiet and

prosperity at home will help you relax.
Ganesha expects you to turn up with I PEAN UTS
fantastic new ideas to fight your way out
of sticky situations.

CROSSWO RD the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
4 7

teeeeeennennnnnnnensannaaes | || TODAY WE SHOULD | OLIVIER, WHAT WOULD ALL RIGHT BUT LET'S

REVIEW WHAT WE KNOW iz 10U DO IF YOU WERE 5AY YOUR MOTHER
B SAGITTARIUS @RI | |NABOUT FIRST-AD il ALOKE I THE FOREST, COULONT HEAR 4OV, 41213 |9
Love life and your sweet- - YOURSELF ?

heart are likely to occupy

your day. You may build

castles in the air! You would like to give
your wardrobe a makeover. To sum it
up, you and your friends set out on a
shopping spree and splurge big time!
Make the most of the benevolent day,
says Ganesha.
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Check if you have enough

energy in store, as the day ..

brings a slew of activities that THIS EMERGENCY MEETING NES, COULD WE POKE;OME

will demand your participation and keep OF THE GET RID OF SLMY AR HOLES IN HERE

you pleasantly occupied for major part GIRLS CLUB WILL COME TO | | TERRITORY AND IS SPREADING ||

of the day, says Ganesha. On the career ORDER, DICTATOR -FOR-LIFE | | DISINFORMATION To THE EFFECT 2 oo RISKY.

front, you may find the day to be encour- CAVIN. PRESIDING ! ; | s&%e%ix @Ssr

aging as it will provide opportunities REMAIN SECURE

to take up new ventures, especially for v '

those engaged in freelancing.

. AQU ARIUS Copyright ©2025 PuzzleJunction.com

It's a day of cheer and Across 20 Swiss cheese 5 Word of

sunshine! Things go well and 1 Jean Arp, e.g. 22 Distressed farewell

!e/gﬂCrStzg;gllrggutr%geogrlrc]e:ﬁamnie your 4 Talk foolishly 24 True heath 6 Barefaced

professional expertise. A good day for en- I BREVITY 9 Circus item 25 Old World 7 Cilia’s place

trepreqleurs and bthose (Ijgalir;]g in f;nall)nce. 10 Fatuous crocus 8 Melee (3-2)
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penses ought to be a priority A REAL CASE OF measurement 2 Queen topper 21 Delete

today. Learning to distinguish VERBYTE . . . (@) G|7|19)8|1[4)3]5]2

between your needs and your wants will OVEREYTE. 15 Goa, e.g. 3 Cardigan 23 Twilled fabric ) 114161513 12181719

be vital if you wish to avoid unnecessary

extravagances, which you will invariably a 2197161811413 |5
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‘m=——_» DNAtests identify 80

f Three days after the tragic crash of
ﬁ Air India flight in Gujarat, hospital

. India lose again

The Indian men's hockey team's
wretched run in the European leg
of the FIH Pro League continues as
it endured sixth defeat in a row

14" AIFinvestments surge

{ Alternative Investment Fund
{»  reaches ?5.38 lakh crore, a
surge of 32 per cent from the

. identification of 80 bodies

WWW. orissapost.com

4 dead, 18 injured in
Pune hridge collapse

AGENCIES

Pune, June 15: Four persons
died and 18 were seriously in-
jured after an old iron bridge on
Indrayani river collapsed Sun-
day afternoon in Pune's Maval
tehsil, officials said.

While two persons suc-
cumbed to injuries during
treatment after being rescued,
the bodies of two persons were
recovered from underneath the
collapsed portion of the bridge,
officials said.

“While two bodies were
recovered from beneath the
structure, we suspect one per-
son is trapped there. Efforts are
underway to locate and rescue
the person,” Talegaon Dabhade
police station Senior Inspector
Pradeep Rayannawar said late
evening.

The incident took place at
3:30pm in Kundamala area,
which has been seeing heavy
rains over the past few days,
giving the river a steady flow,
another official said. It was
not raining when the bridge
collapsed in the presence of at

- least 100 picnickers, he added.

“In the mishap, so far 38 peo-
ple have been rescued of which
18 sustained serious injuries
and they are currently under
treatment in three different
hospitals. During treatment,
two people succumbed to inju-
ries,” a statement from the dis-
trict administration informed.

Sonia Gandhi hospitalised

New Delhi: Congress

- Parliamentary Party chairperson
Sonia Gandhi was admitted to Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital here Sunday
due to stomach-related problems,
sources said. Gandhi,78, was
admitted to the gastroenterology
department around 9 pm, the
hospital sources said. They said
Gandhi's condition is stable and she
is under the observation of a team
of doctors. On June 9, the former
Congress president underwent
a medical check-up at Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital. Two days before the
check-up, she underwent some
tests at Indira Gandhi Medical
College Hospital in Shimla after she
complained of high blood pressure.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

We recovered the black box. It
only says: It was an accident...
and accidents can't be avoided

: .z authorities confirm Sunday the
‘a x v"’*“‘a
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TRAGEDY STRIKES: People stand near an iron bridge over the Indrayani r

iver after it collapsed in Pune district
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Another Char Dham disaster

ust days after an Air India

flight crash in Ahmedabad
claimed 274 lives, a helicopter car-
rying pilgrims from Kedarnath
crashed in Uttarakhand, killing
all seven on board. This tragic
incident highlights growing con-
cerns over air safety standards in
India, particularly on the Char
Dham pilgrimage routes where
helicopter crashes and emergency
landings have become alarming-
ly frequent. On May 8, a chopper
en route to Gangotri crashed in
Uttarkashi, killing six. On May
12, a helicopter from Badrinath
made an emergency landing
due to poor visibility. Another
crash-landing occurred near Ke-
darnath May 17 involving a heli
ambulance. On June 7, a chop-
per made an emergency landing
in Rudraprayag district due
to technical issues. Opposition
leaders and activists blame the
government’s lack of oversight,
alleging that profit-driven pri-
vate aviation firms are compro-
mising safety for financial gain.
These incidents underscore the
urgent need for stricter regula-
tion and better safety protocols
on pilgrimage routes.

PNN & AGENCIES

Rudraprayag (Uttarakhand),
June 15: A helicopter carrying

Israeli strikes kill over 400 in Iran

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dubai, June 15: Israel un-
leashed airstrikes across Iran
for a third day Sunday and
threatened even greater force as
some Iranian missiles evaded Is-
raeli air defences to strike build-
ings in the heart of the country.
Planned talks on Iran's nuclear
programme, which could pro-
vide an off-ramp, were cancelled.

Israel's strikes have Kkilled
at least 406 people in Iran and
wounded another 654, accord-
ing to a human rights group
that has long tracked the coun-
try, Washington-based Human
Rights Activists. Iran's govern-
ment has not offered overall ca-
sualty figures.

The region braced for a pro-
tracted conflict after Israel's
surprise bombardment Friday

of Iranian nuclear and military
sites killed several top generals
and nuclear scientists. Neither
side showed any sign of backing
down. Iran said Israel struck
two oil refineries, raising the
prospect of a broader assault
on Iran's heavily sanctioned
energy industry that could af-
fect global markets. The Israeli
military, in a social media post,
warned Iranians to evacuate
arms factories, signalling a fur-
ther widening of the campaign.

Israel said 14 people have
been killed since Friday and
390 wounded. Iran has fired over
270 missiles, 22 of which got
through the country's sophisti-
cated multi-tiered air defenses,
according to Israeli figures. Isra-
el's main international airport
and airspace remained closed
for a third day. P8
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pilgrims from the Kedarnath
shrine crashed early Sunday
in the forests of Gaurikund
amid poor visibility, Kkilling
all seven people on board, the
fifth helicopter accident on the
Chardham Yatra route since
the pilgrimage started April 30.
The Civil Aviation Ministry
suspended the operations of the
helicopter operator and issued a
slew of safety directions after the
tragedy, which came just days af-
ter one of the deadliest air disas-
ters where an Air India flight to
London crashed in Ahmedabad
just after take-off, killing 274 peo-
ple on board and on ground.
The seven people on board the
Bell 407 helicopter, operated by
private firm Aryan Aviation
Pvt Ltd, included a two-year-old
child and the pilot. They hailed
from Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh.
The Civil Aviation Ministry
said it has suspended the oper-
ations of Aryan Aviation for

Sun comes

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 15: A so-
lar-powered water lift system
has emerged as a lifeline for the
cheetah cubs born in Kuno Na-
tional Park this summer, help-
ing them survive extremely hot
and harsh conditions.

Temperatures soared to the
high 40s across northwest and
central India this June, put-
ting immense pressure on
water resources.

In May 2023, three cubs
born to Namibian cheetah
Jwala died due to extreme
heat in the national park in
Madhya Pradesh.

Learning from that experi-
ence, authorities have installed
a solar-powered system to pump
water from the Kuno river and

the Char Dham Yatra and has
directed the Directorate Gener-
al of Civil Aviation (DGCA) to
immediately post officers from
airworthiness, safety and op-
erations to actively oversee all
helicopter activity in the Kedar-
nath Valley.

Preliminary indications sug-
gest that the probable cause may
be Controlled Flight into Terrain
(CFIT), with the helicopter re-
portedly airborne despite poor
visibility and extensive clouding
at the valley entry area, the min-
istry said in a statement.

The exact cause will be de-
termined through a detailed
investigation by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB), it added. CFIT occurs
when an airworthy aircraft un-
der the complete control of the
pilot is inadvertently flown into
terrain, water or an obstacle.

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami also or-
dered a high-level inquiry and
suspension of helicopter oper-
ations on the Chardham Yatra
route for two days. Rudrapray-
ag District Disaster Manage-
ment Officer Nandan Singh Ra-
jwar said zero visibility caused
by bad weather apparently led
the helicopter to crash between
Gaurikund and Trijuginarayan
in Kedarghati and catch fire.

of Maharashtra, Sunday

E year earlier
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Jajpur: 3 more diarrhoea
deaths; toll rises to 16

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur, June 15: Three more
persons, including a woman, died
of diarrhoea in Jajpur district
Sunday, while the infection re-
portedly showed signs of decline.

The deceased were identified
as Jatadhari Sahu, 75, of Kamal-
pur village under Dasarathpur
block; Madanmohan Sahu, 62,
of the Jajpur Municipality area
and Jayanti Sahu, 50, of Khair-
abad village - also under the civ-
ic body area. With these three
deaths, the toll from the infec-
tion has reportedly risen to 16.

However, Chief District Med-
ical Officer (CDMO) Bijay Ku-
mar Mishra refuted claims that
the three deaths were caused by
diarrhoea. “The deaths were
due to other medical condi-
tions, not diarrhoea,” he main-
tained. Meanwhile, special
teams from MKCG Medical Col-
lege and Hospital in Berhampur
and SCB Medical College and
Hospital in Cuttack reached
Jajpur Sunday. They collected
17 samples for cholera testing.

Earlier, 13 deaths had been
attributed to diarrhoea in the
district. The district Health
department, however, official-
ly confirmed only five.

Take urgent steps: CM

Bhubaneswar: Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi Sunday
directed the Health department
to take urgent measures to
prevent the spread of diarrhoea
from Jajpur to neighbouring
districts. According to a CMO
statement, all health facilities in
the affected districts have been
placed on high alert. P2
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State  Health  Minister
Mukesh Mahaling visited the
district Sunday, touring com-
munity health centers in Barch-
ana, Dharmasala, Madhuban,
Rasulpur, Jajpur Road and the
Jajpur DHH. He interacted with
patients, assessed treatment
conditions, and directed offi-
cials to resolve issues related to
contaminated water and food.

Later, the minister attended
a review meeting with District
Collector P Anvesha Reddy at
the Collectorate conference
hall. Also present were Jajpur
MP Rabindra Narayan Behera,
Korei MLA Akash Das Nayak,
Dharmasala MLA Himanshu
Sekhar Sahu, Barchana MLA
Amar Nayak, several district and
Health officials, and members of
a 14-member Central team.

- —

PTI PHOTO

Man held for beating
pregnant wife to death

POST NEWS NETWORK

Tihidi, June 15: A pregnant
woman reportedly died after
being brutally assaulted by her
husband in Talapada village,
under Tihidi police limits in
Bhadrak district.

The deceased, Monalisa Jena,
26, succumbed to her injuries
late Saturday night. Police have
registered a case (211/25) and
arrested her husband, Shan-
karshan Jena, Sunday.

Monalisa’s father, Panchan-
an Jena in his complaint said
his daughter was murdered
over dowry. Panchanan alleged
that Shankarshan, son of Tera
Jena from the same village, had
married Monalisa five years
ago. At the time of the wedding,
dowry demands were met as
per the groom's side's wishes.
However, they continued to
demand more, and Monalisa
was repeatedly tortured both
physically and mentally by her
husband and in-laws.

Panchanan said Saturday
night he learned that Monalisa
had been tied up and severely
beaten by Shankarshan and
others in the house. She was
allegedly kicked on the stomach
by her husband in an attempt
to terminate her pregnancy.
Monalisa was declared dead by
doctors at Bhadrak DHH.

to aid of heat-stressed cheetah cubs in Kuno

transport it through an 8.6-km-
long pipeline to sprinklers and
water saucers at more than 15
locations inside the park.

“Lifting water from Kuno riv-
er, taking it kilometres away,
using sprinklers extensively
to create green spaces, and
improving water availability,
especially for mother and new-
born cubs in a planned way,
have proved quite successful,”
according to video posted on X
by Additional Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests and
Cheetah Project Director, Ut-
tam Kumar Sharma.

“The importance of water is
felt only in its absence and it is
nowhere as pronounced as in
Kuno during peak summer. Un-
der the incessant pummelling
of hot winds called 'loo' and tem-

peratures bordering 48 degrees
Celsius, life becomes very dif-
ficult for wildlife, particularly
the young ones,” it said.

South African cheetah Veera
gave birth to two cubs in Feb-
ruary 2025, while another South

-

African cheetah, Nirva, gave
birth to five cubs in April.
Two of Nirva's cubs died,
but officials said the rest are
doing well.
The officials said the cubs
were experiencing such harsh

conditions for the first time and
both the mothers and their off-
spring were regularly using
the water points, indicating the
success of the initiative.

Launched in September 2022,
70 years after the species was
declared extinct in the country,
India's cheetah reintroduction
project is among the most am-
bitious conservation efforts in
recent history.

As part of the project, 20 Af-
rican cheetahs were brought
to Kuno: eight from Namibia
in September 2022 and 12 from
South Africa in February 2023.

Since then, 26 cheetah cubs
have been born in India. Of
these, 17 survived.

Eleven cubs are roaming free
in the wild, while the others are
in enclosures at Kuno.
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CM: Take urgent steps to

downtown

curb spread of diarrhoea

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, June 15: Amidst
an outbreak of diarrhoea in some
areas of Jajpur and Keonjhar
districts, Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi Sunday directed
the Health department to take
urgent measures to prevent its
spread to neighbouring districts.

According to a statement
from the Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO), all health facilities in
the affected districts have been
placed on high alert.

“Neighbouring districts have
also been advised to remain vig-
ilant. Disinfection of drinking
water sources has begun in Ja-
jpur, alongside a temporary ban
on street food sales and intensi-
fied food safety inspections,”
the statement added. Adequate
supplies of medicines have been
ensured and medical teams have
been deployed to contain the out-
break, the CMO said.

Health Minister Mukesh Ma-
haling is monitoring the situa-
tion through regular meetings
with medical officers and ad-
ministrative officials.

~ Ateamfrom the Indian Coun-
cil of Medical Research (ICMR)
has also arrived in Odisha to
assist the state government in
controlling the outbreak.

Sixteen people have died so
far due to the outbreak in Jajpur

BT
ERS S

district, which was first reported
June 9, Additional District Med-
ical Officer (ADMO) Prakash
Chandra Bal said.

Out of 1,750 people diagnosed
with diarrhoea in the district,
1,500 of them have recovered and
about 250 are under treatment,
officials said. “The situation is
yet to be brought under control.
When no new patients are admit-
ted to hospitals, we will be able
to control it,” Director of Public
Health Nilakantha Mishra said.

Adding to the worries, 11
diarrhoea patients also tested
positive to cholera, Chief Dis-
trict Medical Officer (CDMO)
Bijay Mishra said. A 14-member
central team visited the district
Sunday to assess the ground sit-
uation. The team visited some
hospitals where diarrhoea pa-
tients have been admitted and
held a meeting with the district
administration.

Mahaling also visited various
hospitals in Jajpur district and
Anandapur hospital in Keonjhar
district during the day and inter-
acted with patients and doctors.

“It is a matter of concern for
us that cholera has been detect-
ed in Jajpur. A team from SCB
Medical College and Hospital in
Cuttack has been deployed in the
district. We are trying to bring
the situation under control,” he
told reporters.

SEVEN INJURED AS BUS
OVERTURNS IN KHURDA

_Bhubaneswar: At least seven people have

been injured after a bus they were travelling
in overturned on the National Highway-16

in Khurda district Sunday afternoon,

police said. The bus was traveling from
Bhubaneswar to Aska in Ganjam district

with more than 40 passengers when

it overturned near Pitapalli, they said.
According to the police, the driver lost
control of the bus and it overturned on the
road. The injured passengers, with the help
of the locals, were rushed to Khurda district
headquarters hospital (DHH) for treatment.

No casualty was reported in the accident till

the last report came in and an investigation has been started, the police
added. Upon receiving the news, Industrial Police Station IIC Vasudev
Ransing and Motor Vehicle Inspector Dharamendra Dehury arrived at the
scene with their team. They provided immediate assistance, sending 5-7
slightly injured passengers to a nearby government hospital.

Rural Water Supply and San-
itation (RWSS) teams are disin-
fecting drinking water sources
in the district, while food inspec-
tors and disease surveillance
teams are also working to bring
the situation under control, of-
ficials said.

ASHA and Anganwadi work-
ers, and health workers have
been supplied with halogen
tablets and ORS packets for dis-
tribution among the people, they
said. People have been advised
to take precautionary measures,
avoid having outside foods, and
adhere to hygienic practices,
they said. Diarrhoea cases have
also been detected in parts of the
Cuttack district, Astaranga area
in Puri district and Bhuban NAC
in Dhenkanal district, officials
said. Over 50 people were diag-
nosed with diarrhoea in Gholapur
village in Cuttack, and 20 people
were affected in Puri's Astaranga.

Similarly, over 30 persons in
Bhaban NAC have been affected
with diarrhoea, they said.

In light of rising cases of diar-
rhoea, the Housing and Urban
Development (H&UD) depart-
ment has directed all ULBs and
district-level officials to initiate
immediate preventive and re-
sponse measures.

Department principal sec-
retary Usha Padhee has called
for enhanced vigilance and re-
al-time monitoring to ensure
the sanitisation and safety of all
water sources, with particular
attention to vulnerable urban
pockets. Meanwhile, BJD pres-
ident and Leader of Opposition
Naveen Patnaik accused the
state government of taking the
cholera outbreak lightly.

He said cholera has taken a se-
rious turn in the districts of Ja-
jpur, Kendrapara, Bhadrak, Puri,
Cuttack, and Keonjhar, and the
outbreak appears to be spreading
to other districts as well.

Aakash students shine in NEET UG: 91in A

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 15:
Fifteen students from Odisha
branch of Aakash Educational
Services Limited (AESL), the
national leader in test prepa-
ratory services, secured top
positions at NEET UG 2025
examination, announced the
outfit Sunday, reaffirming its
commitment to academic ex-
cellence and student success.
The National Testing Agency
(NTA) declared the NEET UG
2025 results Saturday, with
state’s AESL centres delivering
an impressive performance.
Nine students secured posi-
tions within the top 1000 AIR,

Fishermen ready to return

to Bay as

POST NEWS NETWORK

Mahakalapara, June 15: The
annual marine fishing ban im-
posed at Gahirmatha Marine
Sanctuary of Kendrapara dis-
trict ended Sunday, paving the
way for thousands of local fish-
ermen to return to the Bay of
Bengal and resume operations.
The ban, which has been in
effect for seven months and a
half from November 1, last year
to June 15 this year, was im-
posed to protect mass nesting of
Olive Ridley sea turtles during
their breeding season. With the
turtles having returned to their
natural habitats, the restriction
will be lifted, officials said.
Around 10,000 fishermen
from Batighar, Kharinasi, Ra-
managar, Petachhela, Jambu,
Suniti, Tantiapal, and Bau-
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fishing b

lakani panchayats under the
Mahakalapara block depend
heavily on marine fishing for
their livelihood. Many of them
conducted traditional rituals
of boat worship like ‘Danga
Manga Puja’ before setting out
to the sea with their boats and
nets Saturday.

Gahirmatha, spanning over
1,435 sq km from the Mahanadi
river mouth to the Dhamra riv-
er mouth, is India’s first marine
sanctuary. Though the seasonal
fishing ban is lifted, permanent

an lifted

restrictions remain in force
within the sanctuary’s core
area, which stretches 20 km
from the coast into the sea. En-
try into this zone is prohibited
year-round, and a buffer zone
follows beyond the 20-km mark.

To enforce the restrictions,
the Forest department has
deployed 14 high-tech floating
buoys to demarcate boundaries.
Despite such measures, officials
allege that some trawler own-
ers continue to trespass into
the protected zones to illegally
catch high-value fish species,
evading forest patrols.

Kapila Chandra Pradhan,
range officer of the Gahirmatha
Marine Sanctuary, warned
that any unauthorised entry
into the restricted areas after
lifting of ban will be met with
legal action.
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DIVINE RECIPE: Servitors prepare ‘Anasara Pana’, a delicious drink prepared for the deities who are in seclusion for 15 days after having grand bath
during Snana Purnima, at the residence of Lord Balabhadra’s Badagrahi in Puri, Sunday

OP PHOTO

Non-servitors banned from climbing chariots

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, June 15:
The state government will
take stringent legal action,
including arrests, against any
non-servitor found climbing
the chariots during this year’s
Rath Yatra in Puri, Law Min-
ister Prithviraj Harichandan
said Sunday.

He also asserted that use of
mobile phones on the chariots
will be strictly prohibited.

Speaking to reporters, Har-
ichandan said, “No non-servi-
tor will be allowed to climb the
chariots. If any such person is
found on the chariot, strong
action including arrest will
be taken. Also, servitors will
not be allowed to carry mobile

led by Aditya Kiran Bal (AIR
128), followed by Ritesh Parija
(AIR 204), Satwik Mahapatra
(AIR 421), Anannya Padhy
(AIR 466), Aditya Anshuman
Rath (AIR 667), Pratyasha Das
(AIR 679), Ashmit Mohapatra
(AIR 797), Smarak Das (AIR
827), and Pratyush Kar (AIR

Zain Foundation celebrates Raja

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 15:
Zain Foundation marked the
Raja festival Sunday at its
PECS Café, bringing together
over 40 autistic children for
a joyful celebration. Since its
establishment in 2015, the foun-
dation has actively promoted
autism awareness through
workshops, rallies, and inclu-
sive programmes.

A special event, ‘Raja
PECS’, saw participation of
children, alongside their par-
ents prepare and sell tradi-
tional delicacies and curated
a special menu which includ-

phones onto the chariots.”

To ensure the timely com-
pletion of rituals and maintain
discipline during ‘Pahandi Bije’
(the ceremonial procession) of
the deities, the government has
requested a list of servitors des-
ignated to perform rituals on
Rath Yatra day (June 27). “The
final list will be enforced strict-
ly,” the minister said.

Meanwhile, Director General
of Police (DGP) Yogesh Baha-
dur Khurania held a meeting
here to review the security
measures for the Rath Yatra.

The road connecting Uttara
Square near Bhubaneswar to
Puri will be under CCTV sur-
veillance, and efforts are under-
way to install CCTV cameras
along Puri-Konark road as well,

990). Additionally, 39 students
secured ranks within the top
5000, underscoring the region’s
strong commitment.

All the achievers were en-
rolled in AESL’s flagship
classroom programme, me-
ticulously designed to pre-
pare aspirants for one of the

ed Poda Pitha, Manda Pitha,
Arisa Pitha, Kakara Pitha,
and Pakodas at the café.

The foundation premise was
beautifully decked up with tra-
ditional ‘doli’ (swings) to mark
the three-day celebration in
traditional way, adding to the
festive spirit.

Foundation’s chief trustee
Gargi Bhattacharya shared
that the event was an initia-
tive for the children and their
families to enjoy the festival
together. “The initiative aims
to promote awareness, accep-
tance, and inclusion, while also
showcasing the talents of chil-
dren with autism,” she said.

the DGP said.

For the first time, an inte-
grated command and control
centre will be set up at Puri
Town police station to monitor
crowd movement and traffic.

“Al-enabled CCTV cameras
are being installed at key loca-
tions in Puri for real-time mon-
itoring,” he said.

Traffic advisories will be is-
sued from the control room to
guide pilgrims and visitors, he
added.

Besides, a mobile app has
been developed through which
people will get information
about the route through which
they will have the convenience
to visit Puri during the festival
and park their vehicles, he in-
formed.

world’s most competitive
medical entrance exams. The
students credited their success
to AESL’s expert faculty, struc-
tured curriculum, and person-
alised mentoring.

“We are extremely thank-
ful to Aakash for guiding us
throughout this journey. The
structured content, expert
teaching, and personal mento-
ring helped us master complex
topics in a short time. Without
AESL, this success would not
have been possible,” shared the
successful students.

AESL regional director Ajay
Bahadur Singh lauded the stu-
dents’ accomplishments and
stated, “We are immensely

Along with police personnel,
rapid action force, Central In-
dustrial Security Force (CISF)
and specialised agencies will
be deployed in Puri for the
festival, he said, adding, “We
have requested the authorities
concerned for deployment of
central forces.”

Drones and an anti-drone
system will also be deployed in
Puri during the Car Festival, he
added.

Chief Secretary Manoj Ahu-
ja visited Puri Sunday and
took stock of the construction
of chariots.

“Chariot construction is
progressing as per schedule,
and I am confident that it will
be completed on time,” he told
reporters.

R 1000

proud of our students’ stellar
performance in NEET UG 2025.
Scoring such good marks is
no small feat, especially in an
exam that sees participation
from over 23 lakh students na-
tionwide. These results reflect
the students’ hard work, the
unwavering support of their
parents, and the committed
efforts of our academic team.
We wish them all the best for
their future medical careers.”

AESL continues to set the
benchmark in competitive ex-
am preparation, providing a
robust academic environment
that empowers students across
India to achieve their medical
and engineering dreams.
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Mastermind arrested

PNN & AGENCIES

Rourkela, June 15: Police
Sunday arrested the prime
accused and mastermind be-
hind the loot of five tonne of
explosives by Maoists from a
vehicle near a stone quarry in
Sundargarh district May 27, an
official said.

The arrested accused has been
identified as George Munda alias
Kulu (43) from Banko village un-
der K Balang police station.

Munda was passing import-
ant information to the Maoists.
He was the main conspirator
from the beginning of the loot
and actively passed informa-
tion to the Maoists, said DIG
(Western Range) Brijesh Rai.

During the investigation,
George’s complicity was
found by the police. He was

quarry and was objecting to
it, which was closed down
subsequently, Rai said.

He was very vocal against
the quarry and he then took
the issue to the Maoists. He met
the Maoists multiple times and
passed vital intelligence regard-
ing the movement of explosive
trucks, the DIG said.

It was he who had passed
the information regarding the
movement of the vehicle with
explosives and ensured that the
loot was carried out without

ve loot case
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any problem, the police said.

On May 27, a group of
armed Maoists intercepted
the explosives van en route to
Banko quarry from Itma and
decamped with 200 packets of
explosives.

The state police took the issue
seriously with DGP YB Khura-
nia flying to Rourkela and meet-
ing with senior officials.

So far, 3.8 tonne of explosives
have been recovered while
search is still going on to re-
cover the remaining explosives,
they said.

State

Lightning strikes kill 4

Baripada/Bargarh/Keonjhar/Ken-
drapara: Four people were killed
and several others critically injured
in separate lightning strike incidents
during thunderstorms Sunday, of-
ficials said. In Mayurbhanj district,

a 26-year-old man died and another
was injured after lightning struck
while they were taking shelter
under a tree during a Kalbaishakhi-
induced storm. The deceased was
identified as Bhima Marndi of
Bholagadia village under Nishchinta
panchayat. The injured, Jagannath
Marndi, 40, is from Gohirapal vil-
lage. In Bargarh district, Dhanasin-
gh Chhatria, 43, died and two others
were critically injured when light-
ning struck a banyan tree they were
sheltering under near farmland

at Barapalia village in Paikamal
block. In Jagatsinghpur district, a
45-year-old house painter, Prasant
Das, died and another laborer was
seriously injured after lightning
struck a passenger boat on the
Mahanadi River near Paradip. They
were returning to Mahakalapara in
Kendrapara district after work in
industrial units. In Keonjhar district,
Shailendri Nayak, 54, died after
being struck by lightning in the
backyard of her home in Baunshuli
village under Patana block. She was
a supervisor with the Integrated
Child Development Services (ICDS)
in Harichandanpur.

6 drown in separate incidents

POST NEWS NETWORK

Ersama/Baripada/Rourke-
la/Nandapur, June 15: At
least six people drowned in
separate incidents across the
state Sunday, police said.

In Mayurbhanj district, two
youths drowned while bathing
in the Palpala River inside
Similipal National Park. Po-
lice said seven friends from
Baripada town had gone to
the park when four entered
the river. Two of them, identi-
fied as Ankit Bhujbal, 22, and
Ayushman Nayak, 21, slipped
into deep water and drowned.
Fire services personnel recov-
ered the bodies.

A case of unnatural death
was registered, and post-mor-
tems were conducted at PRM
Medical College and Hospital
in Baripada, said Baripada
Sadar police inspector Aditya

Prasad Jena.

Similarly in Koraput district,
a 15-year-old girl and a 17-year-
old boy drowned in the Jolaput
reservoir near Daleiput ghat
under Nandapur block. The
victims, Pushpa Bairagi and
Debendra Kirshani, were from
Banura village and had gone
fishing. Pushpa slipped into the
water, and Debendra drowned
while trying to save her. Their
bodies were recovered after a
five-hour search by fire person-
nel. Separate unnatural death
cases were registered.

In another incident, a youth
drowned in the Brahmani Riv-
er near Teterkela in Rourkela
while bathing with friends. His
companions escaped, but he
was swept away by the current.
His identity had not been con-
firmed as of Sunday evening.

Meanwhile, in Jagatsingh-
pur district, a 22-year-old man
drowned after being swept
away by tidal waves while
bathing in the sea near Siali
beach under Ersama police
limits. The deceased, Deepti-
ranjan Parija of Begunia vil-
lage in Titira panchayat, had
gone to the beach with friends
for the Raja festival. His body
was found about 3km away
near Ramtara beach after a
two-hour search.

Police have registered unnat-
ural death cases in all incidents
and sent the bodies for autopsy.
Investigations are ongoing.
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF E-AUCTION OF GOLD ORNAMENTS

It is hereby notified to all concerned borrower(s) in specific and the public, in
general, that we, IIFL Finance Limited (“IIFL") are auctioning gold ornaments of
defaulted customers who neither regularized their loans nor paid the outstanding
amount despite being informed through registered auction notices and repeated
reminders. Public auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the following loan
accounts will be conducted online through Shriram Automall India Limited on
their online auction platform https:/gold.samil.in on 23.06.2025 between 02:00
P.M to 05:00 P.M. Change in venue or date (if any) will be displayed at the auction
center. If for any reason the E-Auction cannot be held on the date mentioned
herein or the auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL reserves the
right to conduct or proceed with the said auction on any subsequent date on the
auction platform and/or auction center with same terms and conditions. The
unauctioned gold ornaments shall be auctioned on subsequent working days
after displaying the details on auction platform and/or auction center. In case the
auction at Branch level fails, the same will be re auctioned on 10.07.2025 at the
specified district centre. If for any reason, the district level auction cannot be held
on the date mentioned herein or the auction does not get completed on the same
day, IIFL reserves the right to conduct or proceed with the district level auction on
any subsequent date with same terms and conditions. If the customer is
deceased, then all the conditions pertaining to auction will be applicable to
nominee/legal heir.

District Centre: NABRANGPUR-NABRANGPUR GL - IIFL FINANCE LIMITED, 1ST
FLOOR, MTPL JUNCTION MAIN ROAD, NABRANGPUR, NEAR MTPL JUNCTION,
ODISHA, PIN -764059

Branch Name: NABRANGPUR-NABRANGPUR GL, Taluka - NABARANGPUR

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL30520763, GL32603066, GL32612909.

Branch Name: UMERKOT-UMERKOT SOHO GL, Taluka - UMERKOTE

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL33487604, GL33517624, GL33727624, GL34024545,
GL34048149, GL34061252, GL34128961, GL34138746, GL34273948, GL34292376,
GL34392768, GL34482172.

The E-Auction shall be conducted on “AS IS WHERE IS”, “AS IS WHAT IS" and
“WHATEVER THERE IS" basis and IIFL does not make any representation or
warranties regards quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold
ornaments. The E-Auction process and the sale (if any) pursuant to such
E-Auction shall be subject to terms and conditions as IIFL may at its sole
discretion deem fit to impose. IIFL, at its absolute sole discretion, may either
postpone or remove, any of accounts from auction list and any proceedings
without prior notice and without assigning any reason therefor and to reject any
or all the bids or offers without assigning any reason for the same. Details of
defaulting borrower(s), pledged ornaments and other details have been
displayed at the respective branch. The defaulter borrower(s) have an option to
repay the entire dues including up to date interest and all applicable charges and
close or regularize their loan account even after publication of this notice but in
any case, till the date of auction, failing which the pledged gold ornaments will
be sold and balance dues (if any) will be recovered with interest and costs.
However, the defaulter loans which are closed or regularized on or after this
publication, will have to bear the proportionate publication charge. Borrowers
are requested to submit/update their latest bank account details to enable
timely refund of excess auction proceeds, if any.

For detailed information, terms and conditions, contact the concerned branch

office of IIFL Finance Limited.

Sd/-
Date: 16.06.2025 AUTHORISED SIGNATORY
Place: NABARANGAPUR E IIFL FINANCE LIMITED

PUBLIC NOTICE OF E-AUCTION OF GOLD ORNAMENTS

It is hereby notified to all concerned borrower(s) in specific and the public, in
general, that we, IIFL Finance Limited (“IIFL") are auctioning gold ornaments of
defaulted customers who neither regularized their loans nor paid the outstanding
amount despite being informed through registered auction notices and repeated
reminders. Public auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the following loan
accounts will be conducted online through Shriram Automall India Limited on
their online auction platform https:/gold.samil.in on 23.06.2025 between 02:00
P.M to 05:00 P.M. Change in venue or date (if any) will be displayed at the auction
center. If for any reason the E-Auction cannot be held on the date mentioned
herein or the auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL reserves the
right to conduct or proceed with the said auction on any subsequent date on the
auction platform and/or auction center with same terms and conditions. The
unauctioned gold ornaments shall be auctioned on subsequent working days
after displaying the details on auction platform and/or auction center. In case the
auction at Branch level fails, the same will be re auctioned on 10.07.2025 at the
specified district centre. If for any reason, the district level auction cannot be held
on the date mentioned herein or the auction does not get completed on the same
day, IIFL reserves the right to conduct or proceed with the district level auction on
any subsequent date with same terms and conditions. If the customer is
deceased, then all the conditions pertaining to auction will be applicable to
nominee/legal heir.

District Centre: KENDRAPARA-COLLEGE CHAK GL - IIFL FINANCE LTD, AT-
BHRAMARADIA PATNA, COLLEGE CHAK, NEAR BPCL PETROL PUMP
PO+PS+DIST = KENDRAPARA , ODISHA , PIN - 754211

Branch Name: KENDRAPADA-KAKAT CHHAK GL, Taluka - KENDRAPARA
Gold Loan A/C No. : GL30650344, GL32718286, GL32743777, GL33548192,
GL34177607, GL34487441, GL34503986, GL35623078.

Branch Name: KENDRAPARA-COLLEGE CHAK GL, Taluka - KENDRAPARA
Gold Loan A/C No. : GL27039728, GL30842924, GL30849109, GL32318400,
GL32343744, GL34370002, GL34384490, GL34404992.

Branch Name: PATTAMUNDAI-GL - Taluka - PATTAMUNDAI
Gold Loan A/C No. : GL34456508, GL34470937.

The E-Auction shall be conducted on “AS IS WHERE IS", “AS IS WHAT IS” and
“WHATEVER THERE IS" basis and IIFL does not make any representation or
warranties regards quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold
ornaments. The E-Auction process and the sale (if any) pursuant to such
E-Auction shall be subject to terms and conditions as IIFL may at its sole
discretion deem fit to impose. IIFL, at its absolute sole discretion, may either
postpone or remove, any of accounts from auction list and any proceedings
without prior notice and without assigning any reason therefor and to reject any
or all the bids or offers without assigning any reason for the same. Details of
defaulting borrower(s), pledged ornaments and other details have been displayed
at the respective branch. The defaulter borrower(s) have an option to repay the
entire dues including up to date interest and all applicable charges and close or
regularize their loan account even after publication of this notice but in any case,
till the date of auction, failing which the pledged gold ornaments will be sold and
balance dues (if any) will be recovered with interest and costs. However, the
defaulter loans which are closed or regularized on or after this publication, will
have to bear the proportionate publication charge. Borrowers are requested to
submit/update their latest bank account details to enable timely refund of
excess auction proceeds, if any.

For detailed information, terms and conditions, contact the concerned branch
office of IIFL Finance Limited. E - E

Sd/-
Date: 16.06.2025 AUTHORISED SIGNATORY
Place: KENDRAPARA E IIFL FINANCE LIMITED

PUBLIC NOTICE OF E-AUCTION OF GOLD ORNAMENTS

It is hereby notified to all concerned borrower(s) in specific and the public, in
general, that we, IIFL Finance Limited (“IIFL") are auctioning gold ornaments of
defaulted customers who neither regularized their loans nor paid the outstanding
amount despite being informed through registered auction notices and repeated
reminders. Public auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the following loan
accounts will be conducted online through Shriram Automall India Limited on their
online auction platform https:/gold.samil.in on 23.06.2025 between 02:00 P.M to
05:00 P.M. Change in venue or date (if any) will be displayed at the auction center.
If for any reason the E-Auction cannot be held on the date mentioned herein or the
auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL reserves the right to conduct
or proceed with the said auction on any subsequent date on the auction platform
and/or auction center with same terms and conditions. The unauctioned gold
ornaments shall be auctioned on subsequent working days after displaying the
details on auction platform and/or auction center. In case the auction at Branch
level fails, the same will be re auctioned on 10.07.2025 at the specified district
centre. If for any reason, the district level auction cannot be held on the date
mentioned herein or the auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL
reserves the right to conduct or proceed with the district level auction on any
subsequent date with same terms and conditions. If the customer is deceased,
then all the conditions pertaining to auction will be applicable to nominee/legal
heir.

District Centre: BARGARH-GL - IIFL FINANCE LTD, 1ST FLOOR, KHAJUR TIKRA,
WARD NO-8, INFRONT OF SWAYANSIDDHA BHAWAN,NH-6 BARGARH,ODISHA,
PIN-768028

Branch Name: Bargarh-GL, Taluka - Bargarh

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL23812211, GL31587060, GL33141695, GL33563429,
GL33569976, GL33665305, GL33674182, GL33681351, GL33757768, GL33770744,
GL33936548, GL33952878, GL33967930, GL33979805, GL33995340, GL34262075,
GL34269333, GL34335093, GL34349833, GL34422516, GL34422674, GL34423175,
GL34444637, GL35559491.

The E-Auction shall be conducted on “AS IS WHERE 1S", “AS IS WHAT IS” and
“WHATEVER THERE IS" basis and IIFL does not make any representation or
warranties regards quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold
ornaments. The E-Auction process and the sale (if any) pursuant to such E-Auction
shall be subject to terms and conditions as IIFL may at its sole discretion deem fit
to impose. IIFL, at its absolute sole discretion, may either postpone or remove, any
of accounts from auction list and any proceedings without prior notice and without
assigning any reason therefor and to reject any or all the bids or offers without
assigning any reason for the same. Details of defaulting borrower(s), pledged
ornaments and other details have been displayed at the respective branch. The
defaulter borrower(s) have an option to repay the entire dues including up to date
interest and all applicable charges and close or regularize their loan account even
after publication of this notice but in any case, till the date of auction, failing which
the pledged gold ornaments will be sold and balance dues (if any) will be recovered
with interest and costs. However, the defaulter loans which are closed or
regularized on or after this publication, will have to bear the proportionate
publication charge. Borrowers are requested to submit/update their latest bank
account details to enable timely refund of excess auction proceeds, if any.

For detailed information, terms and conditions, contact the concerned branch office

of IIFL Finance Limited. E - E

Sd/-
Date: 16.06.2025 AUTHORISED SIGNATORY
Place: Bargarh E IIFL FINANCE LIMITED

PUBLIC NOTICE OF E-AUCTION OF GOLD ORNAMENTS

It is hereby notified to all concerned borrower(s) in specific and the public, in
general, that we, IIFL Finance Limited (“IIFL") are auctioning gold ornaments of
defaulted customers who neither regularized their loans nor paid the outstanding
amount despite being informed through registered auction notices and repeated
reminders. Public auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the following loan
accounts will be conducted online through Shriram Automall India Limited on their
online auction platform https:/gold.samil.in on 23.06.2025 between 02:00 P.M to
05:00 P.M. Change in venue or date (if any) will be displayed at the auction center.
If for any reason the E-Auction cannot be held on the date mentioned herein or the
auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL reserves the right to conduct
or proceed with the said auction on any subsequent date on the auction platform
and/or auction center with same terms and conditions. The unauctioned gold
ornaments shall be auctioned on subsequent working days after displaying the
details on auction platform and/or auction center. In case the auction at Branch
level fails, the same will be re auctioned on 10.07.2025 at the specified district
centre. If for any reason, the district level auction cannot be held on the date
mentioned herein or the auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL
reserves the right to conduct or proceed with the district level auction on any
subsequent date with same terms and conditions. If the customer is deceased,
then all the conditions pertaining to auction will be applicable to nominee/legal
heir.

District Centre: JHARSUGUDA-JHARSUGUDA GL - 1ST FLOOR,BEHERA MAL,
NEAR DRUGA TAMPLE, JHARSUGUDA, PO-INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, PIN-768203

Branch Name: JHARSUGUDA-JHARSUGUDA GL, Taluka - JHARSUGUDA

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL25867829, GL26557680, GL26618210, GL26872835,
GL27194175, GL28158549, GL29942512, GL31125429, GL31141793, GL31329438,
GL31342213,GL31350196, GL31368901, GL31593133, GL31604144, GL31972401,
GL31989425, GL32048820, GL32717499, GL32744749, GL32762441, GL32779278,
GL32913624, GL32929589, GL32956249, GL32995290, GL33021031, GL33038601,
GL33046855, GL33054490, GL33213600, GL33219776, GL33231646, GL33234375,
GL33258634, GL33577718,GL33591623, GL33696492, GL34127464, GL34141877.

The E-Auction shall be conducted on “AS IS WHERE IS", “AS IS WHAT IS" and
“WHATEVER THERE IS" basis and IIFL does not make any representation or
warranties regards quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold
ornaments. The E-Auction process and the sale (if any) pursuant to such E-Auction
shall be subject to terms and conditions as IIFL may at its sole discretion deem fit
to impose. IIFL, at its absolute sole discretion, may either postpone or remove, any
of accounts from auction list and any proceedings without prior notice and without
assigning any reason therefor and to reject any or all the bids or offers without
assigning any reason for the same. Details of defaulting borrower(s), pledged
ornaments and other details have been displayed at the respective branch. The
defaulter borrower(s) have an option to repay the entire dues including up to date
interest and all applicable charges and close or regularize their loan account even
after publication of this notice but in any case, till the date of auction, failing which
the pledged gold ornaments will be sold and balance dues (if any) will be recovered
with interest and costs. However, the defaulter loans which are closed or
regularized on or after this publication, will have to bear the proportionate
publication charge. Borrowers are requested to submit/update their latest bank
account details to enable timely refund of excess auction proceeds, if any.

For detailed information, terms and conditions, contact the concerned branch office

of IIFL Finance Limited. E - " E

Sd/-
Date: 16.06.2025 E AUTHORISED SIGNATORY
Place: Jharsuguda IIFL FINANCE LIMITED

CIN: L67100MH1995PLC093797

Regd. Office: IIFL House, Sun Infotech Park,

Road No. 16V, Plot No.B-23, Thane Industrial Area,
Wagle Estate, Thane - 400604

Tel: (91-22) 41035000 - Fax: (91-22) 25806654
E-mail: reach@iifl.com * Website: www.iifl.com
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CIN: L67100MH1995PLC093797

Regd. Office: IIFL House, Sun Infotech Park,

Road No. 16V, Plot No.B-23, Thane Industrial Area,
Wagle Estate, Thane - 400604

Tel: (91-22) 41035000 - Fax: (91-22) 25806654
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CIN: L67100MH1995PLC093797

Regd. Office: IIFL House, Sun Infotech Park,

Road No. 16V, Plot No.B-23, Thane Industrial Area,
Wagle Estate, Thane - 400604

Tel: (91-22) 41035000 * Fax: (91-22) 25806654
E-mail: reach@iifl.com * Website: www.iifl.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF E-AUCTION OF GOLD ORNAMENTS

It is hereby notified to all concerned borrower(s) in specific and the public, in
general, that we, IIFL Finance Limited (“IIFL") are auctioning gold ornaments of
defaulted customers who neither regularized their loans nor paid the outstanding
amount despite being informed through registered auction notices and repeated
reminders. Public auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the following loan
accounts will be conducted online through Shriram Automall India Limited on their
online auction platform https:/gold.samil.in on 23.06.2025 between 02:00 P.M to
05:00 P.M. Change in venue or date (if any) will be displayed at the auction center.
If for any reason the E-Auction cannot be held on the date mentioned herein or the
auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL reserves the right to conduct
or proceed with the said auction on any subsequent date on the auction platform
and/or auction center with same terms and conditions. The unauctioned gold
ornaments shall be auctioned on subsequent working days after displaying the
details on auction platform and/or auction center. In case the auction at Branch
level fails, the same will be re auctioned on 10.07.2025 at the specified district
centre. If for any reason, the district level auction cannot be held on the date
mentioned herein or the auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL
reserves the right to conduct or proceed with the district level auction on any
subsequent date with same terms and conditions. If the customer is deceased,
then all the conditions pertaining to auction will be applicable to nominee/legal
heir.

District Centre: BOLANGIR-BANSITA COMPLEX GL - IIFL FINANCE LTD, BANSITA
COMPLEX ,GROUND FLOOR, RAMAI TAKIES ROAD INFRONT OF HOTEL RAJ
MAHAL- 767001.

Branch Name: BANGOMUNDA-BANGOMUNDA SOHO GL, Taluka - KANTABANJI
Gold Loan A/C No. : GL34172646, GL34185506.

Branch Name: BOLANGIR-BANSITA COMPLEX GL, Taluka - BALANGIR

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL28100265 GL32116906, GL32731955, GL32746891,
GL33979673, GL33994531, GL34340197, GL34340709, GL34359519, GL34402927,
GL34443229, GL34482409, GL34501894.

Branch Name: PATNAGARH-PATNAGARH SOHO GL, Taluka - PATNAGARH

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL33833053, GL34093957, GL34109216, GL35515357.

Branch Name: TITILAGARH-TITILAGARH GL, Taluka - KANTABANJI

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL26273812, GL32117142, GL32675113, GL32689829,
GL33794011, GL33799481, GL33997672, GL34056743.

Branch Name: TUSURA-TUSURA SOHO GL, Taluka - TUSRA

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL33027939, GL33060661, GL33248706, GL33261892.

The E-Auction shall be conducted on “AS IS WHERE IS”, “AS IS WHAT IS” and
“WHATEVER THERE IS” basis and IIFL does not make any representation or
warranties regards quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold
ornaments. The E-Auction process and the sale (if any) pursuant to such
E-Auction shall be subject to terms and conditions as IIFL may at its sole
discretion deem fit to impose. IIFL, at its absolute sole discretion, may either
postpone or remove, any of accounts from auction list and any proceedings
without prior notice and without assigning any reason therefor and to reject any
or all the bids or offers without assigning any reason for the same. Details of
defaulting borrower(s), pledged ornaments and other details have been displayed
at the respective branch. The defaulter borrower(s) have an option to repay the
entire dues including up to date interest and all applicable charges and close or
regularize their loan account even after publication of this notice but in any case,
till the date of auction, failing which the pledged gold ornaments will be sold and
balance dues (if any) will be recovered with interest and costs. However, the
defaulter loans which are closed or regularized on or after this publication, will
have to bear the proportionate publication charge. Borrowers are requested to
submit/update their latest bank account details to enable timely refund of excess
auction proceeds, if any.

PUBLIC NOTICE OF E-AUCTION OF GOLD ORNAMENTS

It is hereby notified to all concerned borrower(s) in specific and the public, in
general, that we, IIFL Finance Limited (“lIFL") are auctioning gold ornaments of
defaulted customers who neither regularized their loans nor paid the outstanding
amount despite being informed through registered auction notices and repeated
reminders. Public auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the following loan
accounts will be conducted online through Shriram Automall India Limited on
their online auction platform https:/gold.samil.in on 23.06.2025 between 02:00
P.M to 05:00 PM. Change in venue or date (if any) will be displayed at the auction
center. If for any reason the E-Auction cannot be held on the date mentioned
herein or the auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL reserves the
right to conduct or proceed with the said auction on any subsequent date on the
auction platform and/or auction center with same terms and conditions. The
unauctioned gold ornaments shall be auctioned on subsequent working days
after displaying the details on auction platform and/or auction center. In case the
auction at Branch level fails, the same will be re auctioned on 10.07.2025 at the
specified district centre. If for any reason, the district level auction cannot be held
on the date mentioned herein or the auction does not get completed on the same
day, IIFL reserves the right to conduct or proceed with the district level auction on
any subsequent date with same terms and conditions. If the customer is
deceased, then all the conditions pertaining to auction will be applicable to
nominee/legal heir.

District Centre: BHADRAK-GUPTA COMPLEX - IIFL FINANCE LTD, 1ST FLOOR,
GUPTA COMPLEX, SALANDI BYPASS, BHADRAK-756100.

Branch Name: BHADRAK-BASUDEVPUR GL, Taluka - BASUDEBPUR

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL33223658, GL33766570, GL33816820, GL33867252,
GL33867913, GL33882485, GL33891078, GL33901205, GL33920379.

Branch Name: BHADRAK-DHAMNAGAR SOHO GL, Taluka - DHAMANAGAR

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL30832804, GL30847478, GL32009426, GL32109624,
GL32125136, GL33948346, GL34116779, GL34139082, GL34254136.

Branch Name: BHADRAK-GUPTA COMPLEX, Taluka - BHADRAK RURAL

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL20774345, GL20792180.

Branch Name: BHADRAK-KACHERI BAZAAR GL, Taluka - BHADRAK RURAL

Gold Loan A/C No. : (GL31826085, GL33153586, GL33158141, GL33586730,
GL33595006, GL34439894.

The E-Auction shall be conducted on “AS IS WHERE 1S”, “AS IS WHAT 1S” and
“WHATEVER THERE IS” basis and IIFL does not make any representation or
warranties regards quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold
ornaments. The E-Auction process and the sale (if any) pursuant to such
E-Auction shall be subject to terms and conditions as IIFL may at its sole
discretion deem fit to impose. IIFL, at its absolute sole discretion, may either
postpone or remove, any of accounts from auction list and any proceedings
without prior notice and without assigning any reason therefor and to reject any
or all the bids or offers without assigning any reason for the same. Details of
defaulting borrower(s), pledged ornaments and other details have been displayed
at the respective branch. The defaulter borrower(s) have an option to repay the
entire dues including up to date interest and all applicable charges and close or
regularize their loan account even after publication of this notice but in any case,
till the date of auction, failing which the pledged gold ornaments will be sold and
balance dues (if any) will be recovered with interest and costs. However, the
defaulter loans which are closed or regularized on or after this publication, will
have to bear the proportionate publication charge. Borrowers are requested to
submit/update their latest bank account details to enable timely refund of excess
auction proceeds, if any.
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Sd/-
AUTHORISED SIGNATORY
IIFL FINANCE LIMITED

Date: 16.06.2025
Place: BHADRAK

PUBLIC NOTICE OF E-AUCTION OF GOLD ORNAMENTS

It is hereby notified to all concerned borrower(s) in specific and the public, in
general, that we, IIFL Finance Limited (“IIFL") are auctioning gold ornaments of
defaulted customers who neither regularized their loans nor paid the outstanding
amount despite being informed through registered auction notices and repeated
reminders. Public auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the following loan
accounts will be conducted online through Shriram Automall India Limited on
their online auction platform https:/gold.samil.in on 23.06.2025 between 02:00
P.M to 05:00 P.M. Change in venue or date (if any) will be displayed at the auction
center. If for any reason the E-Auction cannot be held on the date mentioned
herein or the auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL reserves the
right to conduct or proceed with the said auction on any subsequent date on the
auction platform and/or auction center with same terms and conditions. The
unauctioned gold ornaments shall be auctioned on subsequent working days
after displaying the details on auction platform and/or auction center. In case the
auction at Branch level fails, the same will be re auctioned on 10.07.2025 at the
specified district centre. If for any reason, the district level auction cannot be held
on the date mentioned herein or the auction does not get completed on the same
day, IIFL reserves the right to conduct or proceed with the district level auction on
any subsequent date with same terms and conditions. If the customer is
deceased, then all the conditions pertaining to auction will be applicable to
nominee/legal heir.

District Centre: ROURKELA-UDIT NAGAR GL - lIFL FINANCE LTD, AT- 1ST FLOOR,
PANI MARKET COMPLEX, PLOT NO. 307, AMBEDKAR CHOWK, UDITNAGAR,
ROURKELA, ODISHA, PIN-769012.

Branch Name: RAJGANGPUR-PADMAVATI COMPLEX SOHO GL,

Taluka - RAJGANGPUR

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL31657132, GL31680210, GL32844507.

Branch Name: ROURKELA-FERTILIZER TOWNSHIP GL,
Taluka - RAURKELA INDUSTRIAL TOWNSHIP (ITS)
Gold Loan A/C No. : GL34424012.

Branch Name: ROURKELA-KOEL NAGAR GL, Taluka - RAURKELA (M)

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL33490382, GL33517763, GL34040066, GL34045881,
GL34055493, GL34103227, GL34103427, GL34110749, GL34112272, GL34274228,
GL34291153.

Branch Name: ROURKELA-SRIRAM COMPLEX, Taluka - ROURKELA STEEL CITY
Gold Loan A/C No. : GL23908601, GL32160817, GL32175605 GL34390975,
GL34439673, GL34521548, GL34530293.

Branch Name: ROURKELA-UDIT NAGAR GL,
Taluka - RAURKELA INDUSTRIAL TOWNSHIP (ITS)
Gold Loan A/C No. : GL25453814, GL32752803, GL32775754, GL33555057

Branch Name: SUNDERGARH-AAMBA TOWER GL, Taluka - SUNDARGARH

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL32356217, GL33109643, GL33518841, GL33544387,
GL33755893, GL33974706, GL33996853, GL34154389, GL34201279, GL34227676,
GL34249982, GL34269169, GL34389890, GL34483176, GL34487614, GL34502854,
GL34504361, GL34512795, GL34522627, GL34525310, GL34530494, GL35695682,
GL37673781, GL37761312.

The E-Auction shall be conducted on “AS IS WHERE IS”", “AS IS WHAT IS” and
“WHATEVER THERE IS" basis and IIFL does not make any representation or
warranties regards quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold
ornaments. The E-Auction process and the sale (if any) pursuant to such
E-Auction shall be subject to terms and conditions as IIFL may at its sole
discretion deem fit to impose. IIFL, at its absolute sole discretion, may either
postpone or remove, any of accounts from auction list and any proceedings
without prior notice and without assigning any reason therefor and to reject any
or all the bids or offers without assigning any reason for the same. Details of
defaulting borrower(s), pledged ornaments and other details have been displayed
at the respective branch. The defaulter borrower(s) have an option to repay the
entire dues including up to date interest and all applicable charges and close or
regularize their loan account even after publication of this notice but in any case,
till the date of auction, failing which the pledged gold ornaments will be sold and
balance dues (if any) will be recovered with interest and costs. However, the
defaulter loans which are closed or regularized on or after this publication, will
have to bear the proportionate publication charge. Borrowers are requested to
submit/update their latest bank account details to enable timely refund of excess
auction proceeds, if any.

For detailed information, terms and conditions, contact the concerned branch
office of IIFL Finance Limited. E - E

Sd/-
AUTHORISED SIGNATORY
IIFL FINANCE LIMITED

Date: 16.06.2025
Place: SUNDERGARH

[=]

CIN: L67100MH1995PLC093797

Regd. Office: IIFL House, Sun Infotech Park,

Road No. 16V, Plot No.B-23, Thane Industrial Area,
Wagle Estate, Thane - 400604

Tel: (91-22) 41035000 - Fax: (91-22) 25806654
E-mail: reach@iifl.com * Website: www.iifl.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF E-AUCTION OF GOLD ORNAMEN

It is hereby notified to all concerned borrower(s) in specific and the public, in
general, that we, IIFL Finance Limited (“IIFL") are auctioning gold ornaments of
defaulted customers who neither regularized their loans nor paid the outstanding
amount despite being informed through registered auction notices and repeated
reminders. Public auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the following loan
accounts will be conducted online through Shriram Automall India Limited on
their online auction platform https:/gold.samil.in on 23.06.2025 between 02:00
P.M to 05:00 P.M. Change in venue or date (if any) will be displayed at the auction
center. If for any reason the E-Auction cannot be held on the date mentioned
herein or the auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL reserves the
right to conduct or proceed with the said auction on any subsequent date on the
auction platform and/or auction center with same terms and conditions. The
unauctioned gold ornaments shall be auctioned on subsequent working days
after displaying the details on auction platform and/or auction center. In case the
auction at Branch level fails, the same will be re auctioned on 10.07.2025 at the
specified district centre. If for any reason, the district level auction cannot be held
on the date mentioned herein or the auction does not get completed on the same
day, lIFL reserves the right to conduct or proceed with the district level auction on
any subsequent date with same terms and conditions. If the customer is
deceased, then all the conditions pertaining to auction will be applicable to
nominee/legal heir.

District Centre: BALASORE-POLICE LINE SQUARE,IIFL FINANCE LTD, GROUND
FLOOR, PLOT NO 388, POLICE LINE SQUARE, OT ROAD, BALASORE-756001

Branch Name: BALASORE-JANUGANJ GL, Taluka - BALASORE

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL32420913, GL32793301, GL32801209, GL34484766,
GL34505638, GL34509039, GL34514665, GL34528300.

Branch Name: BALASORE-NILAGIRI GL, Taluka - NILGIRI

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL34107226, GL34349123.

Branch Name: BALASORE-POLICE LINE SQUARE Taluka - BALASORE

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL23940124, GL32677676, GL32899914, GL33270312,
GL33305452, GL33322869, GL34147099, GL34271809, GL34292377, GL34468115,
GL34511168, GL34528840.

Branch Name: BALASORE-SORO GL, Taluka - SORO

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL25017485, GL31283668, GL32732840.

Branch Name: BALIAPAL-BALIAPAL SOHO GL, Taluka - BALIAPAL

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL33587957, GL33721339, GL33745003, GL34199036,
GL34214056, GL35237401.

Branch Name: JALESWAR-BADABAZAR GL, Taluka - JALESWAR

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL32152660, GL33268565, GL33294784.

Branch Name: JALESWAR-BHOGRAI GL, Taluka - BHOGRAI

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL34271479, GL34396997, GL34452819.

The E-Auction shall be conducted on “AS IS WHERE 1S”, “AS IS WHAT IS” and
“WHATEVER THERE IS" basis and IIFL does not make any representation or
warranties regards quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold
ornaments. The E-Auction process and the sale (if any) pursuant to such
E-Auction shall be subject to terms and conditions as IIFL may at its sole
discretion deem fit to impose. IIFL, at its absolute sole discretion, may either
postpone or remove, any of accounts from auction list and any proceedings
without prior notice and without assigning any reason therefor and to reject any
or all the bids or offers without assigning any reason for the same. Details of
defaulting borrower(s), pledged ornaments and other details have been displayed
at the respective branch. The defaulter borrower(s) have an option to repay the
entire dues including up to date interest and all applicable charges and close or
regularize their loan account even after publication of this notice but in any case,
till the date of auction, failing which the pledged gold ornaments will be sold and
balance dues (if any) will be recovered with interest and costs. However, the
defaulter loans which are closed or regularized on or after this publication, will
have to bear the proportionate publication charge. Borrowers are requested to
submit/update their latest bank account details to enable timely refund of excess
auction proceeds, if any.

For detailed information, terms and conditions, contact the concerned branch

office of IIFL Finance Limited. E - E

Sd/-
AUTHORISED SIGNATORY
IIFL FINANCE LIMITED

Date: 16.06.2025
Place: BALESWAR
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r decades, current Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
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THE AGE OF DRONES

kraine’s 1 June assault
on airbases across
Russia has already
ushered in a new con-
ventional wisdom: the expen-
sive, human-crewed weapons
(tanks, planes, ships) that have
long defined the world’s “ad-
vanced” militaries have been
rendered obsolete by inexpen-

operation used 117 drones,
each controlled by a skilled
operator, and reports suggest
that something like half were
defeated by Russian defenses
—jamming, mainly — because
the drones needed to be in ra-
dio communication with their
controllers. Had they been au-
tonomous, there could have

Flu has been warning about the “existential threat” that a
nuclear-armed Iran poses to his country, asserting that mil-
itary action is the only reliable means to counter it. Throughout
the various terms in his long 17-year tenure as the prime minister,
Netanyahu has considered, debated, and planned an all-out strike
on Iran’s nuclear facilities, but never executed until the early hours
of 13 June, 2025 when Israel struck Iran’s nuclear and military facil-
ities which resulted in the deaths of several high-ranking generals

been a thousand of them. And
with Al, there is no need for pi-
lot communication, and thus
no effective jamming, greatly
increasing drone range and le-
thality. Five years from now,
it will be terrifyingly easy to

sive drones. But this view is
incomplete, and perhaps dan-
gerously misleading. Today’s
drone warfare offers sobering
lessons that go far beyond the
vulnerability of expensive leg-
acy weapons; and the looming

AIthough few people realize |t the US and
NATO now desperately need Ukraine
for its drone expertise

and nuclear scientists. It is clear why Netanyahu has chosen to
act now. His recent statements drew on the darkest moments of
Jewish history to emphasize that Israel will never allow itself to
be vulnerable to a “nuclear holocaust.” His arch rival and former
PM Yael Lapir has, on 15 June 2025, said that though he opposes
Netanyahu on many issues, his recent decision to strike on Iran’s
nuclear facilities is totally justified and timely.

Additionally, the timing is influenced by the current strategic

weakness of the Iranian regime. Tehran’s influence in the region

message shortly after Israeli fighter jets launched strikes on Iranian
nuclear facilities and air defence systems, Netanyahu, addressing
the Iranian people directly, said: “The Islamic regime, which has
oppressed you for almost 50 years, threatens to destroy our country,
the State of Israel.” Israel’s objective was to remove the nuclear
and ballistic missile threat, he said, but added: “As we achieve our
objective, we are also clearing the path for you to achieve your
freedom. The regime does not know what hit them, or what will hit
them. It has never been weaker. This is your opportunity to stand
up and let your voices be heard.”

It will be naive to think that Israel’s actions were unilateral, as

stated by US Secretary of State Marco Rubio or as claimed by Trump
himself that the US had “no involvement in the attack on Iran.”
For, it is a well known fact that Israel is a proxy of the US in the
Middle East and therefore any action that it takes in the region

integration of AI into drone
warfare will make the current
situation look positively quaint.

Consider the lessons of the
Ukraine war so far. First, the
impact of drones goes far be-
yond legacy weapons. Drones
have indeed rendered tanks
and armored personnel carri-

refineries, ships, and ports. It
could be worse; in fact, Ukraine
has shown great restraint,
considering Russia’s barbaric
conduct. Two additional so-
bering lessons from Ukraine
concern how drone warfare
depends on its industrial base.
First, speed and responsive-
ness are critical. Drone tech-
nology, weapons, and tactics
now evolve at a blinding pace.
A new drone will be useful for
only 2-6 months. The other side
develops countermeasures,

block their radio signals, which
led to frequency changes and
then frequency hopping, which
was then countered by multi-fre-
quency jammers, which then
engendered drones that attack
jamming equipment. Then Rus-
sia developed drones controlled

In this ferocious environ-
ment, falling even a month be-
hind is fatal. Normal defense
industry procedures are total-
ly inadequate, and most US
drones and drone producers
have proved to be hopelessly
slow, expensive, and unus-
able. In response, however,
Ukraine’s drone industry and
military developed a revo-
lutionary model of weapons
research and development,
production, and deployment,
based on direct, continuous
communication between front-

fited from having a strong start-
up ecosystem, which supports
a weapons industry (with hun-
dreds of companies) capable of
designing, producing, and field-
ing a new weapon in a matter
of weeks. This year, Ukraine
will produce more than four

was initially highly dependent
on China, it has reduced its re-
liance to perhaps 20%, most of
that obtained covertly.

Yet US and European defense
R&D and procurement remain
slow and uncompetitive, which
cripples their ability to defend
against drones, as well as their
ability to use them. Although
few people realize it, the US
and NATO now desperately
need Ukraine for its drone ex-
pertise. Ukraine is now the on-
ly country that could possibly
match Chinese and/or Russian

launch preemptive strikes on
conventional targets. Al also in-
creases the lethality and preci-
sion of drones used against peo-
ple. Chinese researchers have
already demonstrated drone
swarms navigating through a
forest and then re-forming as a
swarm after passing through.

has historically depended on its allies and proxies, creating a “ring Charles Ferguson ers extremely vulnerable, so  via fiber-optic cable —impervi-  million drones, most of them  This is not just about warfare; it
of fire” around its adversary, Israel. This network included the As- Russian ground assaults now  ous to jamming. Ukraine tries ~ models that did not existevena  also works for terrorist attacks.
sad regime in Syria, Hezbollah in Lebanon, Hamas in Gaza, and the FIVE YEARS frequently use troops on foot,  to track the cable to its source  year ago. Unfortunately, Russia Stuart Russell, an Al specialist
Houthis in Yemen. However, with Assad no longer in power and motorcycles, or all-terrain ve-  and kill the pilots (with drones). = has adapted as well, also rely-  at the University of California,
Syria’s new leader gaining favour with US President Donald Trump, FROM N0W9 hicles. But this hasn’t helped, = Now Ukraine has fiber-optic = ingheavily on private startups. Berkeley, has long argued for
Syria’s focus has shifted from Tehran to Washington. Meanwhile, IT WILL BE  becausedronesareterrifyingly  drones, too. Guidance is ever Ukraine evolved its own  an arms-control treaty to pre-
the Houthis have reached an agreement with the US, Hezbollah is effective against people as well. more sophisticated, so that droneindustry becausethe US  vent the spread of small, mass
struggling without a leader and still recovering from last year’s TERRIFYINGLY Casualties are as high asever  drones can evade radar by fly-  and NATO had almost none of  produced, Al-controlled drone
Israeli attacks, and Hamas has suffered significant losses, with its EASY TO —but now, drones inflict over  ing very low or using stealth  their own, much less one with ~ weapons. He even underwrote
leadership decimated and Gaza destroyed. Consequently, there has 70% of casualties on both sides. ~ technology. But drone detection ~ the speed and flexibility re- the production of a short film,
never been a more opportune time for Tel Aviv to take on its sworn LAUNCH Drones are also effective  andtrackingsystemshavealso quired, and because China has Slaughterbots, which dramatiz-
enemy. PREEMPTIVE  againstalmosteverythingelse.  advanced, employing networks  gradually tightened suppliesto  es the risks these drones could

On the other hand, the extent of the attacks, the targets selected STRIKES ON UKkraine has used drones tode-  of cellphones and microphones = Ukraine infavor of Russia. Some  pose in the wrong hands. At a
by Israel, and the statements from its politicians indicate that, in ad- stroy Russian targets as varied  connected to audio analysissoft-  80% of the electronics used in  dinner years ago, he told me that
dition to severely crippling Tehran’s nuclear weapons programme, CONVENTIONAL as weapons factories, moving  ware, as well as usingLidar,ra- Russian drones are sourced it would soon be easy to target
there is another goal: the overthrow of the Islamic regime. In a video TARGETS trains, ammunition stores, oil  dar, and cameras. from China. While Ukraine individualsusingfacial recogni-

tion or, say, everyone wearing a
cross, a yarmulke, or any other
religious or political symbol.
Since any meaningful treaty
is unlikely in the current geo-
political environment, we must
prepare for a world that proba-
bly will contain such weapons.
But the Western defense estab-
lishment increasingly looks like
the typical “legacy” company
that has been caught off guard
by technological disruption. In
markets, legacy resistance can
be costly, but the costs are pure-

has America’s clear approval. With the post-Assad Syria under its
fold, a decimated Iran will only strengthen the US position in the
region vis-a-vis Russia.

Iran, on its part, counts on allies like Russia and China, who are
reluctant to see the country humiliated. However, neither of these
countries is willing to engage in the present conflict, and Iran’s

requiring the development of
new products, against which
new countermeasures are de-
veloped, and so on.

At first, the drones used in
Ukraine were crude weapons,

ly monetary. In warfare, they
line units and drone producers. can and will be deadly.
Ukraine’s military command
and Ministry of Digital Trans-
formation have even developed

a points-based system that

technology and reaction time in
a war. Without Ukraine, and
without modernizing their
own forces, NATO and the US
would suffer horrific casualties

The writer, AI Editor at
Project Syndicate, is the
director of multiple

proxies -- Hezbollah, Hamas, and the Houthis -- are badly beaten radio-controlled by a pilot who  publishes continuously updat-  in a war with Russia or China documentary films,
and forced to remain on the sidelines. As a result, Tehran could needed to be nearby. Asdrones  ed rankings of military units’ -and might even lose. including the Oscar-
_now be finding itself in a spot on how to respond to the situation. became more sophisticatedand  performance based on verified Moreover, Al will change winning Inside Job.

lethal, jamming was used to  droneKills. Here, Ukraine bene-  everything. Ukraine’s 1 June (©PROJECT SYNDICATE

Disruption in India’s retail landscape

Meanwhile, Trump, remaining true to his unpredictability, on
15 June, called for a truce between Israel and Iran. He posted on
his Truth Social platform that “Iran and Israel should make a deal,
and will make a deal, just like I got India and Pakistan to make, in
that case by using TRADE with the United States to bring reason,
cohesion and sanity into the talks with two excellent leaders who
were able to quickly make a decision and STOP!” He went on to
add: “Likewise, we will have PEACE, soon, between Israel and Iran!
Many calls and meetings now taking place. I do a lot, and never get
credit for anything, but that’s OK, the PEOPLE understand. MAKE
THE MIDDLE EAST GREAT AGAIN!”

If Trump succeeds in making a deal between the two warring

WISDOM CORNER

countries like he did in the India-Pakistan scene, not just the Middle
East, the world at large can heave a sigh of relief.

Il 1903: The Ford Motor Company was founded by Henry Ford and 11

irana stores, the small

B neighbourhood shops,
have traditionally been

the go-to source for groceries
and daily essentials for mil-
lions of Indian households.
They dominate India's retail
landscape, contributing to

groceries and essentials in
minutes appeals to busy ur-
ban consumers. Compound-

ing this disruption is aggres-
sive discounting, subsidized
by venture capital funding,
which has accelerated a seis-
mic shift in spending hab-
its away from conventional
stores. This dual strategy of
instant gratification and price

and closing continuously.
Quick commerce is disrupt-
ing kirana stores, particular-

ly in urban centers, leading
to significant closures and
reduced sales. However,
despite the rapid growth of
e-commerce and quick com-
merce, kirana stores still re-
main the primary shopping
destination for the vast ma-

tem against quick commerce.
The future of retail in India
will likely be a hybrid mod-

el where technology-driven
convenience and traditional,
relationship-based commerce
coexist. However, to compete
with the quick commerce,
kiranas in the Tier 1 and Tier
2 cities have to adapt and in-
tegrate technology to counter

Bhaskar Nath Blswal over 85% of grocery sales. arbitrage now threatens the jority of Indian households the onslaught. Many of them
Be like the bird wh her fliaht awhil b h However, the swift emergence  very survival of neighbour- due to their convenience, are now accepting online
‘ e like the bird who, pausmg in her flight awhile on oug S of quick commerce platforms  hood retailers struggling to  accessibility, and deep-root- payments, receiving orders
too slight, feels them give way beneath her, and yet sings, QU'CK COMMERCE is disrupting this ecosystem, match these capital-fueled ed community trust. Of the online and streamlining their
knowing she hath wings PLATFORMS putting significant pressure  efficiencies. total number, over 10 million  inventory management. Quick
VICTOR HUGO on thousands of local kirana While there is no single, of these stores are situated = commerce’s impact is largely
HAVE LAUNCHED stores. The All India Consum-  official government census in Tier-2 and smaller cities, = urban, with minimal penetra-
The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in A FORMIDABLE er Products Distributors Fed-  for them, the most widely highlighting their deep pen- tion inrural areas where kira-
moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands eration (AICPDF) reports that  cited and accepted estimates  etration into the heart of the  na stores remain dominant due
at times of challenge and controversy ASSAULT ON around 200,000 kirana stores  from various market research  country. The cordial personal  tolimited digital infrastructure
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR TRADITIONAL closed in the past year, with  firms and industry bodies relationships with customers, and consumer preference for lo-
RETAIL BY 45% of closures in metro cit-  place the number of kirana the extension of credit and cal, credit-based shopping. The
- . . - ies, 30% in Tier-1 cities, and  stores in India between 12to  the intimate understanding kiranas with their inherent
“ There are 0 nly two kinds qf men: the rlg_hteous who t.hmk WEAPONISING 25% in Tier-2/3 cities. 15 million. The vast majority = of local needs and preferenc-  strengths will not only survive
they are sinners and the sinners who think they are righ- . : g
teous Quick commerce platforms  of these stores operate in the  es are significant advantages  but may also find new avenues
u TWO CRITICAL have launched a formidable  unorganised sector. Many are  for kirana stores. This social  for growth in this dynamic new
BLAISE PASCAL ADVANTAGES: assault on traditional retail = unregistered, family-runbusi-  fabric of trust and familiarity = era of Indian retail. The battle
by weaponising two critical  nesses, making it incredibly = has been the bedrock of their  is on, but the final bell for the
HYPER-SPEED AND advantages: hyper-speed and  difficult to conduct a precise  existence for generations. The  ubiquitous Indian kirana store
FRICTIONLESS frictionless = convenience. count. The number is also  human touch of kirana shops  has certainly not rung.
TH IS DAY IN H ISTO RY CONVENIENCE Their promise of delivering  dynamic, with stores opening  acts as a powerful defense sys-

The writer is a
former Principal of
Nabarangpur College.

associate investors.

[l 1911: International Business Machines Corporation (IBM), a leading
American computer manufacturer, was incorporated.

Debatable move Long-awaited win

Sir, The World Test Championship 2025 has gone to the
right captain and his resilient team. As South African
captain Temba Bavuma holds the championship mace
it depicts a true story of a skipper whose grit, guts and
determination led his team to achieve the greatest of ICC
crown. The wait was too long. The Proteas last kissed an
ICC trophy way back in 1998. The very popular team was
‘unpopular’ for missing so many cups in the past and
Bavuma has broken that jinx. The win is truly special
as the Proteas have defeated the mighty Aussies who
are known for whisking away trophies in the finals. The
captain led from the front as dashing batsman Markram,
pace bowler Rabada and everyone in the team came out
with their brilliant tactics and skills helping the team
to lay it’s hand on the mace on the fourth day itself.
The big win will not only boost them but shall inspire
the captain and his team to be confident to win many
more in future.

Sir, The government’s proposal to make it mandatory for air
conditioners across India to operate between 20°C and 28°C
has sparked off a debate. The rationale behind this restriction
is to reduce power consumption. In an overpopulated country
with very high power consumption, the government's move
is justified. At the same time, it must be taken into account
that in a tropical country like India with sizzling summer
days, people have personal preference for AC usage. While
the government's move has long term advantages, the way
of implementation raises questions about people’s right to
their comfort. In fact, by restricting the operating tempera-
ture of ACs, the government will be able to power millions of
homes by using the saved electricity. True, heatwaves during
summer season make life uncomfortable in several states.
On the other hand, the overall benefits of the step need to be
reckoned with. While the public outcry over the proposal is
understandable, the ultimate aim of the move must not be
overlooked..

W 1960: Alfred Hitchcock's film Psycho is premiered. The horror-thriller
starring Anthony Perkins and Vera Miles has become one of the classics
of the genre. The shower scene is one of the best-known murder scenes
in the history of film.
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[l 1963: Valentina Tereshkova becomes the first woman in space. The
Soviet cosmonaut completed 48 orbits on board the spaceship “Vostok 6”
before returning safely to Earth. The former textile worker was declared
“Hero of the Soviet Union” and received the United Nations Gold Medal
of Peace.

Il 1967: The Monterey Pop Festival opens. The three-day concert event
featured historic performances by Jimi Hendrix, The Who, Ravi Shankar,
and Janis Joplin.

Il 1976: South African police kill hundreds of protesting schoolchildren.
An estimated 20,000 youth were protesting against the introduction of
Afrikaans as the languages of instruction in their schools when police
officers started firing into the crowd. The “Soweto uprising” is today
commemorated on Youth Day each year.

Venu GS, KOLLAM M Pradyu, KANNUR
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dence

“ We have already taken

action. Assam is a critical state.
People won't stop indulging in an-
: ti-national activities just because
s I issued a warning. This is part of
a larger conspiracy that has roots
going back to the days of indepen-

EMERGENCY LANDING

A British F-35 fighter jet made an
emergency landing at the Interna-
tional Airport Saturday night after
running low on fuel, sources said.
The jet, which was taken off from

national _, -
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 15: In the
wake of a chopper crash in Ut-
tarakhand, the Congress Sun-
day called for fixing account-
ability in such incidents and
urged the Central and state gov-
ernments to investigate them.

"The news of the helicopter
crash in Rudraprayag, Ut-
tarakhand is extremely pain-
ful. Seven passengers includ-
ing the pilot have died. Our
deepest condolences to the
families of the victims. May
God give strength to the be-
reaved families in this hour
of grief," Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said in a
post in Hindi on X. This is the
fifth such helicopter accident
in the last six weeks, he said.

"Accountability for these
accidents must be fixed. It
is an appeal to the state and
central government to in-
vestigate these accidents

Char Dham helicopter
services suspended

Dehradun: The Uttarakhand govern-
ment suspended helicopter services
on the Char Dham Yatra route for
two days and ordered a high-

level probe into the accident. After
chairing an emergency meeting
with senior officials to discuss the
situation, Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami said that heli services
on the Char Dham route will remain
suspended for two days, as the
weather is bad and the safety of
the passengers is the government's
top priority. The chief minister also
ordered a high-level inquiry into
the crash. Those responsible for
negligence, no matter at what level,
should be identified and punitive
action should be initiated against
them, Dhami said.

and ensure proper security
arrangements," Kharge said.
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra urged
the state government to thor-
oughly review the safety stan-
dards and ensure the safety of

the pilgrims. "The news of the
death of seven people in the
helicopter crash in Gauri-
kund, Uttarakhand is ex-
tremely saddening. May Lord
Kedarnath grant peace to the
departed souls. My deepest
condolences to the bereaved
families," she said in an X post
in Hindi.

Rudraprayag District Di-
saster Management Officer
Nandan Singh Rajwar told PTI
that zero visibility caused by
bad weather apparently led to
the crash.

As a precautionary mea-
sure, the Directorate Gener-
al of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has reduced the frequency
of helicopter operations to
chardham shrines of Kedar-
nath, Badrinath, Yamunotri
and Gangotri. The watchdog
is carrying out enhanced sur-
veillance and reviewing the
operation for any further ac-
tion, the statement said.

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | ASSAM CHIEF MINISTER

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Patna, June 15: The Bihar
State Commission for Sched-
uled Castes has issued a notice
to RJD president Lalu Prasad
for allegedly disrespecting Ba-
basaheb Bhim Rao Ambedkar.

The Commission has given
the former chief minister 15
days to respond, warning that
failure to do so could lead to
legal proceedings. Talking to
PTI, Bihar SC Commission
vice-chairman Devendra Ku-
mar said a notice was issued to
Lalu Prasad seeking an expla-
nation over the alleged incident.

"The Commission has giv-
en Prasad 15 days to respond

an aircraft carrier, landed safely at
around 9.30 pm, they said Sunday

and warned that failure to do
so could result in action un-
der the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act," he added.
The controversy erupted after
a video, purportedly record-
ed during Lalu Prasad's 78th
birthday celebrations earlier
this week, went viral.

In the clip, the ailing leader
is seen seated on a couch with

Chopper crash sparks safety probe Bih

his feet on a nearby sofa. A sup-
porter then enters the room car-
rying a portrait of Dr. Ambed-
kar and places it near Prasad's
feet before greeting him. The
act drew sharp criticism from
political opponents. On Satur-
day, the BJP accused the RJD
chief of insulting the Dalit icon.
Addressing a press conference,
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister, a
former state BJP president,
played the video, demanding ac-
countability. On Sunday, saffron
party workers staged a protest
and burnt an effigy of Prasad at
Income Tax Golumber here.
Responding to the notice, Te-
jashwi Yadav, leader of the op-
position in Bihar Assembly and

—

ar SC panel serves notice to Lalu

Lalu Prasad's son, dismissed the
move as politically motivated.
"There have been so many cases
of atrocities against Dalits that
the Commission has ignored.
But since we oppose the BJP, we
are being subjected to intimida-
tory tactics," he said.

He further mocked the Com-
mission's process, claiming that
a copy of the notice had not yet
been officially received. "The
draft that's doing the rounds
contains multiple grammatical
errors. We've also learned that the
letter has been withdrawn twice
for corrections. We'll respond ap-
propriately once the Commission
finishes drafting and formally dis-
patches it," he added.
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Rules eased for buying scientific
equipment by R&D institutes

New Delhi: In the wake of demands from researchers, the
government has enhanced financial limits for the procurement
of scientific instruments and consumables by various scientific
institutions, including those pursuing research in the defence
sector, and also allowed them to look beyond the GeM portal
for making such purchases. The existing financial rules
mandated procurement of equipment of less than Rs 200 crore
only through the government e-marketplace (GeM) portal and
from local producers to encourage the domestic manufacturing
sector. However, various scientists and researchers faced
hindrances due to these rules as several high-end research
equipment were not available on the GeM portal.

FIR against Union minister for
‘throwing slipper at Sikh man’

Kolkata: An FIR has been lodged against Union minister
Sukanta Majumdar at a police station in Kolkata alleging

he threw a slipper at a Sikh man which hit his turban, the
ruling Trinamool Congress claimed Sunday. BJP dismissed
the allegation and said it was only a paper cutting used in a
protest. The FIR, lodged at Kalighat police station in south
Kolkata June 13, claimed that June 12, Majumdar, who is
also the state BJP chief, had thrown a slipper in a public
place at the crossing of Hazra Road and Harish Chatterjee
Street, near Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee's residence.

‘Influencer murder: Key accused

fled to UAE hours after crime

Chandigarh: Amritpal Singh Mehron, the alleged key accused
in the murder case of Punjab-based social media influencer Kan-
chan Kumari alias 'Kamal Kaur Bhabhi', fled to the UAE hours
after the incident, police said Sunday. Bhatinda Senior Super-
intendent of Police Amneet Kondal said police had already
issued a lookout circular against Mehron, a resident of Moga.
Mehron (30) is a self-styled Sikh radical leader. He is also
accused of issuing threats to at least two other Punjab-based
woman social media influencers. The police said they have
also blocked some of his social media handles. On June 13, two
accused -- Jaspreet Singh (32) of Moga and Nimratjit Singh
(21) from Tarn Taran -- had been arrested in connection with
the murder of Kanchan Kumari, who was found dead in an
abandoned car in a parking lot in Bathinda.
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF E-AUCTION OF GOLD ORNAMENTS

It is hereby notified to all concerned borrower(s) in specific and the public, in
general, that we, IIFL Finance Limited (“lIFL") are auctioning gold ornaments of
defaulted customers who neither regularized their loans nor paid the outstanding
amount despite being informed through registered auction notices and repeated
reminders. Public auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the following loan
accounts will be conducted online through Shriram Automall India Limited on
their online auction platform https:/gold.samil.in on 23.06.2025 between 02:00
P.M to 05:00 P.M. Change in venue or date (if any) will be displayed at the auction
center. If for any reason the E-Auction cannot be held on the date mentioned
herein or the auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL reserves the
right to conduct or proceed with the said auction on any subsequent date on the
auction platform and/or auction center with same terms and conditions. The
unauctioned gold ornaments shall be auctioned on subsequent working days
after displaying the details on auction platform and/or auction center. In case the
auction at Branch level fails, the same will be re auctioned on 10.07.2025 at the
specified district centre. If for any reason, the district level auction cannot be held
on the date mentioned herein or the auction does not get completed on the same
day, IIFL reserves the right to conduct or proceed with the district level auction on
any subsequent date with same terms and conditions. If the customer is
deceased, then all the conditions pertaining to auction will be applicable to
nominee/legal heir.

District Centre: JEYPORE-BELL ROAD GL - lIFL FINANCE LIMITED, PLOT NO-588,
1ST FLOOR BELL ROAD , JEYPORE, KORAPUT, NEAR BANDHAN BANK , ODISHA,
PIN-764001

Branch Name: BORIGUMMA-BORIGUMMA SOHO GL, Taluka - BORIGUMMA

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL29133479, GL29372941, GL31536878, GL33126988,
GL33286583, GL34058868, GL34250006, GL34268146, GL34378773.

Branch Name: JEYPORE-BELL ROAD GL, Taluka - JEYPUR
Gold Loan A/C No. : GL26854817, GL28415929, GL30042655 GL31353532,
GL31370246, GL33474252, GL33627372, GL33984204, GL34024210, GL34047715.

The E-Auction shall be conducted on “AS IS WHERE IS”, “AS IS WHAT IS” and
“WHATEVER THERE IS" basis and IIFL does not make any representation or
warranties regards quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold
ornaments. The E-Auction process and the sale (if any) pursuant to such
E-Auction shall be subject to terms and conditions as IIFL may at its sole
discretion deem fit to impose. IIFL, at its absolute sole discretion, may either
postpone or remove, any of accounts from auction list and any proceedings
without prior notice and without assigning any reason therefor and to reject any
or all the bids or offers without assigning any reason for the same. Details of
defaulting borrower(s), pledged ornaments and other details have been
displayed at the respective branch. The defaulter borrower(s) have an option to
repay the entire dues including up to date interest and all applicable charges and
close or regularize their loan account even after publication of this notice but in
any case, till the date of auction, failing which the pledged gold ornaments will
be sold and balance dues (if any) will be recovered with interest and costs.
However, the defaulter loans which are closed or regularized on or after this
publication, will have to bear the proportionate publication charge. Borrowers
are requested to submit/update their latest bank account details to enable
timely refund of excess auction proceeds, if any.

For detailed information, terms and conditions, contact the concerned branch
office of IIFL Finance Limited. E - E

Sd/-
Date: 16.06.2025 AUTHORISED SIGNATORY
Place: KORAPUT E IIFL FINANCE LIMITED

PUBLIC NOTICE OF E-AUCTION OF GOLD ORNAMENTS

It is hereby notified to all concerned borrower(s) in specific and the public, in
general, that we, IIFL Finance Limited (“IIFL") are auctioning gold ornaments of
defaulted customers who neither regularized their loans nor paid the outstanding
amount despite being informed through registered auction notices and repeated
reminders. Public auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the following loan
accounts will be conducted online through Shriram Automall India Limited on
their online auction platform https:/gold.samil.in on 23.06.2025 between 02:00
P.M to 05:00 P.M. Change in venue or date (if any) will be displayed at the auction
center. If for any reason the E-Auction cannot be held on the date mentioned
herein or the auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL reserves the
right to conduct or proceed with the said auction on any subsequent date on the
auction platform and/or auction center with same terms and conditions. The
unauctioned gold ornaments shall be auctioned on subsequent working days
after displaying the details on auction platform and/or auction center. In case the
auction at Branch level fails, the same will be re auctioned on 10.07.2025 at the
specified district centre. If for any reason, the district level auction cannot be held
on the date mentioned herein or the auction does not get completed on the same
day, IIFL reserves the right to conduct or proceed with the district level auction on
any subsequent date with same terms and conditions. If the customer is
deceased, then all the conditions pertaining to auction will be applicable to
nominee/legal heir.

District Centre: SAMBALPUR-GOLE BAZAR GL - IIFL FINANCE LTD, 1ST FLOOR,
SHOP NO-201, SAHEJ PLAZA, GOLE BAZAR, SAMBALPUR-768001, ODISHA.

Branch Name: SAMBALPUR-BUDHARAJA GL, Taluka - SAMBALPUR

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL26587358, GL26930854, GL30123327, GL31549798,
GL32516139, GL32528541, GL32876421, GL32895030, GL33639874, GL34122202,
GL34131117, GL34174994, GL34342669, GL34369427, GL34410149, GL34517438,
GL34526905, GL34536147.

Branch Name: SAMBALPUR-GOLE BAZAR GL, Taluka - SADAR
Gold Loan A/C No. : GL24751588, GL31205515, GL31226395.

The E-Auction shall be conducted on “AS IS WHERE IS”, “AS IS WHAT IS” and
“WHATEVER THERE 1S" basis and IIFL does not make any representation or
warranties regards quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold
ornaments. The E-Auction process and the sale (if any) pursuant to such
E-Auction shall be subject to terms and conditions as IIFL may at its sole
discretion deem fit to impose. IIFL, at its absolute sole discretion, may either
postpone or remove, any of accounts from auction list and any proceedings
without prior notice and without assigning any reason therefor and to reject any
or all the bids or offers without assigning any reason for the same. Details of
defaulting borrower(s), pledged ornaments and other details have been displayed
at the respective branch. The defaulter borrower(s) have an option to repay the
entire dues including up to date interest and all applicable charges and close or
regularize their loan account even after publication of this notice but in any case,
till the date of auction, failing which the pledged gold ornaments will be sold and
balance dues (if any) will be recovered with interest and costs. However, the
defaulter loans which are closed or regularized on or after this publication, will
have to bear the proportionate publication charge. Borrowers are requested to
submit/update their latest bank account details to enable timely refund of excess
auction proceeds, if any.

For detailed information, terms and conditions, contact the concerned branch

office of IIFL Finance Limited. -

Sd/-
AUTHORISED SIGNATORY
IIFL FINANCE LIMITED

Date: 16.06.2025
Place: SAMBALPUR

Regd. Office: IIFL House, Sun Infotech Park,

Road No. 16V, Plot No.B-23, Thane Industrial Area,
Wagle Estate, Thane - 400604

Tel: (91-22) 41035000 * Fax: (91-22) 25806654
E-mail: reach@iifl.com « Website: www.iifl.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF E-AUCTION OF GOLD ORNAMENTS

It is hereby notified to all concerned borrower(s) in specific and the public, in
general, that we, IIFL Finance Limited (“IIFL") are auctioning gold ornaments of
defaulted customers who neither regularized their loans nor paid the outstanding
amount despite being informed through registered auction notices and repeated
reminders. Public auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the following loan
accounts will be conducted online through Shriram Automall India Limited on
their online auction platform https:/gold.samil.in on 23.06.2025 between 02:00
P.M to 05:00 P.M. Change in venue or date (if any) will be displayed at the auction
center. If for any reason the E-Auction cannot be held on the date mentioned
herein or the auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL reserves the
right to conduct or proceed with the said auction on any subsequent date on the
auction platform and/or auction center with same terms and conditions. The
unauctioned gold ornaments shall be auctioned on subsequent working days
after displaying the details on auction platform and/or auction center. In case the
auction at Branch level fails, the same will be re auctioned on 10.07.2025 at the
specified district centre. If for any reason, the district level auction cannot be held
on the date mentioned herein or the auction does not get completed on the same
day, IIFL reserves the right to conduct or proceed with the district level auction on
any subsequent date with same terms and conditions. If the customer is
deceased, then all the conditions pertaining to auction will be applicable to
nominee/legal heir.

District Centre: DHENKANAL-GANESH BAZAR GL - IIFL FINANCE LTD, PLOT
NO.2903, 1ST FLOOR, GANESH BAZAR, DHENKANAL, ODISHA-759001.

Branch Name: DHENKANAL-GANESH BAZAR GL, Taluka - Dhenkanal Sadar

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL32845027, GL32859837, GL32883056, GL32891776,
GL33528788, GL33542745, GL33659498, GL33667411, GL33928649, GL34192697,
GL34224343.

The E-Auction shall be conducted on “AS IS WHERE IS”, “AS IS WHAT IS” and
“WHATEVER THERE IS" basis and IIFL does not make any representation or
warranties regards quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold
ornaments. The E-Auction process and the sale (if any) pursuant to such
E-Auction shall be subject to terms and conditions as IIFL may at its sole
discretion deem fit to impose. IIFL, at its absolute sole discretion, may either
postpone or remove, any of accounts from auction list and any proceedings
without prior notice and without assigning any reason therefor and to reject any
or all the bids or offers without assigning any reason for the same. Details of
defaulting borrower(s), pledged ornaments and other details have been
displayed at the respective branch. The defaulter borrower(s) have an option to
repay the entire dues including up to date interest and all applicable charges and
close or regularize their loan account even after publication of this notice but in
any case, till the date of auction, failing which the pledged gold ornaments will
be sold and balance dues (if any) will be recovered with interest and costs.
However, the defaulter loans which are closed or regularized on or after this
publication, will have to bear the proportionate publication charge. Borrowers
are requested to submit/update their latest bank account details to enable
timely refund of excess auction proceeds, if any.

For detailed information, terms and conditions, contact the concerned branch
office of IIFL Finance Limited. E =g E

Sd/-
Date: 16.06.2025 AUTHORISED SIGNATORY
Place: DHENKANAL E IIFL FINANCE LIMITED

CIN: L67100MH1995PLC093797

Regd. Office: IIFL House, Sun Infotech Park,

Road No. 16V, Plot No.B-23, Thane Industrial Area,
Wagle Estate, Thane - 400604

Tel: (91-22) 41035000 - Fax: (91-22) 25806654
E-mail: reach@iifl.com « Website: www.iifl.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF E-AUCTION OF GOLD ORNAMENTS

It is hereby notified to all concerned borrower(s) in specific and the public, in
general, that we, IIFL Finance Limited (“IIFL") are auctioning gold ornaments of
defaulted customers who neither regularized their loans nor paid the outstanding
amount despite being informed through registered auction notices and repeated
reminders. Public auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the following loan
accounts will be conducted online through Shriram Automall India Limited on
their online auction platform https:/gold.samil.in on 23.06.2025 between 02:00
P.M to 05:00 PM. Change in venue or date (if any) will be displayed at the auction
center. If for any reason the E-Auction cannot be held on the date mentioned
herein or the auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL reserves the
right to conduct or proceed with the said auction on any subsequent date on the
auction platform and/or auction center with same terms and conditions. The
unauctioned gold ornaments shall be auctioned on subsequent working days
after displaying the details on auction platform and/or auction center. In case the
auction at Branch level fails, the same will be re auctioned on 10.07.2025 at the
specified district centre. If for any reason, the district level auction cannot be held
on the date mentioned herein or the auction does not get completed on the same
day, IIFL reserves the right to conduct or proceed with the district level auction on
any subsequent date with same terms and conditions. If the customer is
deceased, then all the conditions pertaining to auction will be applicable to
nominee/legal heir.

District Centre: BARIPADA-GL - IIFL FINANCE LTD, GROUND FLOOR, NEAR HOTEL
SAI BINAYAK COMPLEX, BARUNI ROAD, K.C CIRCLE, MADHUBAN, WARD NO - 9,
MAYURBHANJ, BARIPADA, ODISHA-757001

Branch Name: BARIPADA-GL, Taluka - BARIPADA
Gold Loan A/C No. : GL30550172, GL30571467, GL30882325, GL31772820,
GL33357548, GL33655379, GL34492130, GL34505813.

The E-Auction shall be conducted on “AS IS WHERE IS”, “AS IS WHAT IS" and
“WHATEVER THERE IS" basis and IIFL does not make any representation or
warranties regards quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold
ornaments. The E-Auction process and the sale (if any) pursuant to such
E-Auction shall be subject to terms and conditions as IIFL may at its sole
discretion deem fit to impose. IIFL, at its absolute sole discretion, may either
postpone or remove, any of accounts from auction list and any proceedings
without prior notice and without assigning any reason therefor and to reject any
or all the bids or offers without assigning any reason for the same. Details of
defaulting borrower(s), pledged ornaments and other details have been
displayed at the respective branch. The defaulter borrower(s) have an option to
repay the entire dues including up to date interest and all applicable charges and
close or regularize their loan account even after publication of this notice but in
any case, till the date of auction, failing which the pledged gold ornaments will
be sold and balance dues (if any) will be recovered with interest and costs.
However, the defaulter loans which are closed or regularized on or after this
publication, will have to bear the proportionate publication charge. Borrowers
are requested to submit/update their latest bank account details to enable
timely refund of excess auction proceeds, if any.

For detailed information, terms and conditions, contact the concerned branch

office of IIFL Finance Limited. E - . E

Sd/-
Date: 16.06.2025 AUTHORISED SIGNATORY
Place: MAYURBHANJ E IIFL FINANCE LIMITED

PUBLIC NOTICE OF E-AUCTION OF GOLD ORNAMENTS

It is hereby notified to all concerned borrower(s) in specific and the public, in
general, that we, IIFL Finance Limited (“IIFL") are auctioning gold ornaments of
defaulted customers who neither regularized their loans nor paid the outstanding
amount despite being informed through registered auction notices and repeated
reminders. Public auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the following loan
accounts will be conducted online through Shriram Automall India Limited on
their online auction platform https:/gold.samil.in on 23.06.2025 between 02:00
P.M to 05:00 P.M. Change in venue or date (if any) will be displayed at the auction
center. If for any reason the E-Auction cannot be held on the date mentioned
herein or the auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL reserves the
right to conduct or proceed with the said auction on any subsequent date on the
auction platform and/or auction center with same terms and conditions. The
unauctioned gold ornaments shall be auctioned on subsequent working days
after displaying the details on auction platform and/or auction center. In case the
auction at Branch level fails, the same will be re auctioned on 10.07.2025 at the
specified district centre. If for any reason, the district level auction cannot be held
on the date mentioned herein or the auction does not get completed on the same
day, IIFL reserves the right to conduct or proceed with the district level auction on
any subsequent date with same terms and conditions. If the customer is
deceased, then all the conditions pertaining to auction will be applicable to
nominee/legal heir.

District Centre: GUNUPUR-GUNUPUR GL, IIFL FINANCE LIMITED,GROUND FLOOR,
NEAR SAIRAM COMPLEX, COLLEGE ROAD, BALRAM NAGAR, GUNPUR, ODISHA,
PIN-765022

Branch Name: GUNUPUR-GUNUPUR GL, Taluka - GUNUPUR

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL24008973, GL30994153, GL31003926, GL31012945,
GL31475050, GL31492635, GL31820809, GL32026480, GL32041475, GL32235276,
GL32624426, GL32635822, GL32701178, GL32720586, GL32897754, GL32923099,
GL32993601, GL33017066, GL33067841, GL33069944, GL33086231, GL33179021,
GL33450331, GL33460047, GL33486564, GL33836309, GL33930087, GL33936367,
GL33986255, GL33995777, GL34133426, GL34237839, GL34325976, GL34333396,
GL34913943, GL35277318.

Branch Name: MUNIGUDA-MUNIGUDA GL, Taluka - MUNIGUDA

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL32547901, GL32556026, GL34489775, GL34510235,
GL34514756, GL34516623, GL34546272.

Branch Name: RAYAGADA-RAYAGADA GL, Taluka - RAYAGADA

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL33908482, GL33916397, GL34616631.

The E-Auction shall be conducted on “AS IS WHERE IS”, “AS IS WHAT IS” and
“WHATEVER THERE IS" basis and IIFL does not make any representation or
warranties regards quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold
ornaments. The E-Auction process and the sale (if any) pursuant to such
E-Auction shall be subject to terms and conditions as IIFL may at its sole
discretion deem fit to impose. IIFL, at its absolute sole discretion, may either
postpone or remove, any of accounts from auction list and any proceedings
without prior notice and without assigning any reason therefor and to reject any
or all the bids or offers without assigning any reason for the same. Details of
defaulting borrower(s), pledged ornaments and other details have been
displayed at the respective branch. The defaulter borrower(s) have an option to
repay the entire dues including up to date interest and all applicable charges and
close or regularize their loan account even after publication of this notice but in
any case, till the date of auction, failing which the pledged gold ornaments will
be sold and balance dues (if any) will be recovered with interest and costs.
However, the defaulter loans which are closed or regularized on or after this
publication, will have to bear the proportionate publication charge. Borrowers
are requested to submit/update their latest bank account details to enable
timely refund of excess auction proceeds, if any.

For detailed information, terms and conditions, contact the concerned branch
office of IIFL Finance Limited. E - E

Sd/-
AUTHORISED SIGNATORY
IIFL FINANCE LIMITED

Date: 16.06.2025
Place: RAYAGADA

=]

PUBLIC NOTICE OF E-AUCTION OF GOLD ORNAMENTS

It is hereby notified to all concerned borrower(s) in specific and the public, in
general, that we, IIFL Finance Limited (“IIFL") are auctioning gold ornaments of
defaulted customers who neither regularized their loans nor paid the outstanding
amount despite being informed through registered auction notices and repeated
reminders. Public auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the following loan
accounts will be conducted online through Shriram Automall India Limited on
their online auction platform https:/gold.samil.in on 23.06.2025 between 02:00
P.M to 05:00 P.M. Change in venue or date (if any) will be displayed at the auction
center. If for any reason the E-Auction cannot be held on the date mentioned
herein or the auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL reserves the
right to conduct or proceed with the said auction on any subsequent date on the
auction platform and/or auction center with same terms and conditions. The
unauctioned gold ornaments shall be auctioned on subsequent working days
after displaying the details on auction platform and/or auction center. In case the
auction at Branch level fails, the same will be re auctioned on 10.07.2025 at the
specified district centre. If for any reason, the district level auction cannot be held
on the date mentioned herein or the auction does not get completed on the same
day, IIFL reserves the right to conduct or proceed with the district level auction on
any subsequent date with same terms and conditions. If the customer is
deceased, then all the conditions pertaining to auction will be applicable to
nominee/legal heir.

District Centre: CHANDIKHOL-CHANDIKHOL GL - IIFL FINANCE LTD,
CHANDIKHOL PO-SUNGUDA, PS-BADACHANA, NEAR ODISHA GRAMYA BANK
ODISHA, PIN-754296.

Branch Name: CHANDIKHOL-CHANDIKHOL GL, Taluka - DARPAN

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL26091834, GL26240775, GL28280320, GL33610097,
GL33620281, GL34491238, (GL34494354, GL34503362, GL34504102,
GL34959139, GL35132740.

Branch Name: JAJPUR-JAJPUR ROAD JENA COMPLEX, Taluka - JAJPUR ROAD
Gold Loan A/C No. : GL26433565 GL30874652, GL30904301, GL32152010,
GL32171373, GL32204747, GL32314942, GL32849312, GL32861016, GL32882097,
GL32894284, GL33816108, GL33819470, GL33826627, GL33923070, GL33941483,
GL34052117, GL34083936, GL34091883, GL34109227, GL34210788, GL34358208,
GL34438346, GL34469000, GL34491324, GL34504537, GL34523642, GL34528006.
Branch Name: JAJPUR-MANGALPUR SOHO GL, Taluka - JAJPUR

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL29539794, GL30774162, GL30801749, GL32522541,
GL32605870, GL32612080, GL33156983, GL33168617, GL33177335, GL33595728,
GL33618013, GL34222365, GL34236956, GL34273824, GL34546954.

Branch Name: JAJPUR-TOWN GL, Taluka - JAJPUR

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL22707778, GL30818607, GL34389509.

The E-Auction shall be conducted on “AS IS WHERE IS”, “AS IS WHAT IS” and
“WHATEVER THERE 1S" basis and IIFL does not make any representation or
warranties regards quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold
ornaments. The E-Auction process and the sale (if any) pursuant to such
E-Auction shall be subject to terms and conditions as IIFL may at its sole
discretion deem fit to impose. IIFL, at its absolute sole discretion, may either
postpone or remove, any of accounts from auction list and any proceedings
without prior notice and without assigning any reason therefor and to reject any
or all the bids or offers without assigning any reason for the same. Details of
defaulting borrower(s), pledged ornaments and other details have been displayed
at the respective branch. The defaulter borrower(s) have an option to repay the
entire dues including up to date interest and all applicable charges and close or
regularize their loan account even after publication of this notice but in any case,
till the date of auction, failing which the pledged gold ornaments will be sold and
balance dues (if any) will be recovered with interest and costs. However, the
defaulter loans which are closed or regularized on or after this publication, will
have to bear the proportionate publication charge. Borrowers are requested to
submit/update their latest bank account details to enable timely refund of excess
auction proceeds, if any.

For detailed information, terms and conditions, contact the concerned branch

office of IIFL Finance Limited. E - . E

Sd/-
AUTHORISED SIGNATORY
IIFL FINANCE LIMITED

Date: 16.06.2025
Place: JAJAPUR

PUBLIC NOTICE OF E-AUCTION OF GOLD ORNAMENTS

It is hereby notified to all concerned borrower(s) in specific and the public, in
general, that we, IIFL Finance Limited (“IIFL") are auctioning gold ornaments of
defaulted customers who neither regularized their loans nor paid the outstanding
amount despite being informed through registered auction notices and repeated
reminders. Public auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the following loan
accounts will be conducted online through Shriram Automall India Limited on
their online auction platform https:/gold.samil.in on 23.06.2025 between 02:00
P.M to 05:00 P.M. Change in venue or date (if any) will be displayed at the auction
center. If for any reason the E-Auction cannot be held on the date mentioned
herein or the auction does not get completed on the same day, IIFL reserves the
right to conduct or proceed with the said auction on any subsequent date on the
auction platform and/or auction center with same terms and conditions. The
unauctioned gold ornaments shall be auctioned on subsequent working days
after displaying the details on auction platform and/or auction center. In case the
auction at Branch level fails, the same will be re auctioned on 10.07.2025 at the
specified district centre. If for any reason, the district level auction cannot be
held on the date mentioned herein or the auction does not get completed on the
same day, IIFL reserves the right to conduct or proceed with the district level
auction on any subsequent date with same terms and conditions. If the
customer is deceased, then all the conditions pertaining to auction will be
applicable to nominee/legal heir.

District Centre: ANGUL-OM TOWER GL - IIFL FINANCE LTD, OM TOWER ,
GROUND FLOOR, SANKER CINEMA ROAD,NEAR ICICI BANK, GANDHI MARG,
ANGUL- 759122,0DISHA

Branch Name: ANGUL-OM TOWER GL, Taluka - ANGUL

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL23487384, GL23974196, GL26538219, GL26603050,
GL26821658, GL27797567, GL29804629, GL32074216, GL32099240, GL32140366,
GL32785430, GL32799540, GL32811359, GL32832385, GL32889174, GL33309393,
GL33321099, GL33505426, GL33581476, GL33588327, GL33593660, GL33841157,
GL33933903, GL33974087, GL33994131, GL34005755, GL34033026, GL34035117,
(L34048880, GL34202621, GL34207905, GL34215585, GL34216386, GL34218076,
GL34272940, GL34291431, GL34322769, GL35504665, GL35677851.

Branch Name: BANARPAL-NUAHATA GL, Taluka - ANGUL

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL26770420, GL32162367, GL32175764, GL32428807,
GL32443675, GL32701541, GL32713482, GL32735947, GL33168596, GL33522432,
GL33544385, GL33880208, GL33978734, GL33999653, GL34018941, GL34237139,
(GL34342158, GL34352605, GL34370004, GL34381508, GL34399867, GL34452213,
GL34453851, GL34458506, GL34482125, GL34496101, GL34501593, GL34506124,
GL34513047, GL34525714, GL34532322, GL35315132.

Branch Name: TALCHER-BYPASS CHHAK GL, Taluka - TALCHER SADAR

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL26425019, GL26877153, GL32880612, GL32911996,
GL33093560, GL33220434, GL33360699, GL33557739, GL33750506, GL33840159,
GL33953198, GL34119515, GL34127558, GL34137930, GL34264021, GL34401291,
GL35511418.

The E-Auction shall be conducted on “AS IS WHERE IS”, “AS IS WHAT 1S" and
“WHATEVER THERE IS" basis and IIFL does not make any representation or
warranties regards quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold
ornaments. The E-Auction process and the sale (if any) pursuant to such
E-Auction shall be subject to terms and conditions as IIFL may at its sole
discretion deem fit to impose. IIFL, at its absolute sole discretion, may either
postpone or remove, any of accounts from auction list and any proceedings
without prior notice and without assigning any reason therefor and to reject any
or all the bids or offers without assigning any reason for the same. Details of
defaulting borrower(s), pledged ornaments and other details have been
displayed at the respective branch. The defaulter borrower(s) have an option to
repay the entire dues including up to date interest and all applicable charges
and close or regularize their loan account even after publication of this notice
but in any case, till the date of auction, failing which the pledged gold ornaments
will be sold and balance dues (if any) will be recovered with interest and costs.
However, the defaulter loans which are closed or regularized on or after this
publication, will have to bear the proportionate publication charge. Borrowers
are requested to submit/update their latest bank account details to enable
timely refund of excess auction proceeds, if any.

For detailed information, terms and conditions, contact the concerned branch

office of IIFL Finance Limited. E - E

Date: 16.06.2025
Place: ANUGUL E

Sd/-
AUTHORISED SIGNATORY
IIFL FINANCE LIMITED
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Segregating dreams from scrap

India’s E-Waste (Management) Rules, 2022, was designed to tighten controls, making producers more

responsible through exten

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 15: In the
winding, congested alleyways
of New Seelampur, a 500-foot
stretch tucked deep inside east
Delhi, life hums with the quiet
rustle of wires, metal scraps,
and fraying hopes.

Every household here seems
tied to the business of e-waste
-- a world where old com-
puters, phones, fridges, and
their innards are torn down,
stripped, sorted, and sold.

But the story is no longer
what it once was.

As India's e-waste policy
evolves and the gaze of enforce-
ment agencies intensifies, the
epicentre of one of the world's
largest informal e-waste mar-
kets has quietly dispersed, not
collapsed, but fragmented and
slipped into the shadows.

The business hasn't ended, it
has just moved -- to Loni, Mu-
radabad, Meerut and smaller
towns where it thrives away
from the eyes of the regula-
tors, the media, and digital
scrutiny.

“The volumes have not re-
ally reduced. The business is
still alive, but just not visible
in Delhi anymore,” says Vinod,
programme officer at Toxics
Link, an environmental NGO.

During a recent visit to the
New Seelampur slum, PTI
witnessed how this once-bus-
tling hub has morphed into a
quieter but deeply embedded
network.

Khejri tree ra

Known as the ‘Pride of
Rajasthan’ and ‘Kalp
Vriksha’ of the desert,

khejri has long been
struggling for survival
due to root borer and
fungal infections
forcing it to dry up

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jodhpur, June 15: A symbol of
survival in the harsh climate of
Thar desert and tagged as state
tree of Rajasthan, ‘khejri’

(Prosopis Cineraria) is now
fighting a battle for its survival,
desperately looking for another
Amrita Bishnoi, who laid

down her life for the protec-
tion of the tree in 1730 AD.

However, for past few years,
it is faced with a man-made
threat -- solar plants -- which has
unleashed mass elimination of
these trees.

This threat stood substanti-
ated when the district admin-
istration of Phalodi last year
recovered 47 khejri trees buried
at a solar plant site in Badi Sid
under the Baap tehsil, a promi-
nent site for solar plants.

Activists from different Bish-
noi organisations, who staged
a demonstration in Phalodi
following the recovery against

HIT-Delhi’s Chartr app
simplifies bus travel
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New Delhi, June 15: Startups
emerging from the academic in-
stitutions are increasingly shap-
ing real-world solutions, with
public transport in the national
capital witnessing a notable ex-
ample as a technology developed
at the Indraprastha Institute of
Information Technology Delhi

(IIIT-Delhi) is now powering
digital ticketing and live track-
ing for DTC and cluster buses,
making daily commutes more
efficient and commuter-friendly.

In a rare and exemplary in-
stance of academic research
translating into real-world
innovation, Chartr, a startup
incubated at IIIT-Delhi, has
successfully completed the full
transfer of technology devel-
oped at the institute.

The startup has commercial-
ized products based on deep re-
search and completed all formal
licensing processes with the insti-
tute -- a milestone that is among
very few of its kind in the Indian
higher education ecosystem.
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As the reporter walked
through the slum's narrow
lanes, nearly every doorway
opened into a home where
families were engaged in
e-waste segregation.

In a dimly-lit 6x6 feet
room, 50-year-old Saleema
sat hunched over a knee-high
mound of cables. Her fingers,
bent with arthritis, sort wires
from morning to night, guided
only by a low-watt bulb dan-
gling from the tin roof. For 10
kg of wires, she earns 50 --
slightly more if she finds sliv-
ers of copper. A single mother

the indiscriminate felling of the
tree, claimed to have satellite
images validating their claim
that thousands of bighas of land
have been cleared to accommo-
date solar plants in Jaisalmer,
Phalodi, Jodhpur and Bikaner
districts.

Earlier this week, a similar
demonstration was reported
from Osian, a temple town and
emerging solar plant site near
Jodhpur, where about 150 khejri
tress were cut along with other
species such as rohida, the flow-
er of which enjoys the status of
state flower in Rajasthan.

Om Prakash Lol, organising
secretary of the Bishnoi Tiger
Force, an organisation compris-
ing predominantly members
from the Bishnoi community
known for its pro-environment
and wildlife stance, said that if
no action is taken against the
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A resident of New Seelampur slum, segregates e-waste outside her home

-- her alcoholic husband van-
ished into irrelevance years
ago -- Saleema supports her
three children. Her eldest
son has been lodged in Tihar
Jail for over a year on theft
charges, still awaiting trial.
Next door, 19-year-old Shah-
heda sits outside her one-room
home, her hands still hennaed
from her wedding barely a
month ago. Married into this
community from Muradabad,
she's no stranger to the trade.
After making breakfast for
her family, she joins her hus-
band and in-laws, segregating

mpantly felled at

"killers" of the tree, they will
launch a fierce movement.

Such demonstrations and
warnings have become common
with the increasing acreage of
solar plants in the region, but
they have failed to bring a check
on indiscriminate and unabated
felling of the trees.

Last year, Jaymalsar village
in Bikaner district witnessed a
34-day sit-in against the felling
of khejri trees, but it ended with
an assurance of action that nev-
er came to be.

The absence of a stringent
law to penalise the felling of
khejri has acted as immunity
to the owners of the land or the
solar companies.

They are demanding that
the fine be increased to %2 lakh
per tree and a minimum pun-
ishment of there years be man-
dated.

wires.

Nearby, Sajid Khan's fami-
ly of five is also neck-deep in
dismantling old electronics.
His daughter attends school
in the morning and returns to
help in the evening -- a pattern
repeated in many homes here.

Twelve-year-old Sharmi-
la (name changed) wants to
become a doctor — and not
just any doctor, but one who
treats her neighbours, many
of whom suffer from chronic
ailments linked to toxic ex-
posure. “After school, I help
my father,” she says shyly, as

solar sites

Alleging connivance between
the companies and the admin-
istration, Bhawad claimed
they dry up the tree either by
pouring acid in its roots or by
burning its base.

To avoid any legal implica-
tion, the solar companies in
most of the cases ask the farm-
ers or the owners of the land
they are taking on lease to set
up plants to clear the land of
entire vegetation before taking
possession of the same in lure
of money. Phalodi District Col-
lector Harji Lal Atal said per-
mission for clearing the land of
any vegetation is given by the
concerned tehsildar, who is also
supposed to keep a watch on the
activities.

Taking a serious note of the
indiscriminate felling of khejri
trees, the National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) had directed AMP
Energy Green Four Pvt Ltd to
plant 2,500 trees, 10 times of the
trees uprooted from the allotted
land measuring 3,200 bighas, be-
sides slapping a cash penalty of
%2 lakh in October 2022.

In April last year, the high
court also sought affidavits
from the secretaries of rev-
enue, forest and energy de-
partments on illegal felling
of trees and damage caused to
environment and wildlife due
to solar plants at seven villages
in Bikaner district.

ded producer responsibility. But the system still falls short

she picks apart an old mobile
charger. Her father, who did
not wish to be named, is sav-
ing every rupee in the hope of
breaking the cycle. For %80, a
technician will strip an old
phone into saleable pieces. In
the makeshift shanties, trad-
ers examine CRTs from old
monitors, polishing the glass
to resell in rural markets. Im-
pure copper sells for 600 per
kg; pure fetches up to 3800.
Each house is a microcosm
of labour -- families bent over
wires, children washing dis-
mantled parts, mothers sell-
ing components to traders who
come knocking. Yet, the total
daily income rarely crosses
%500-Rs 1,000 per household.
“How laws are made is not
very important but how imple-
mentation takes place is the
key, and that is where the gap
is between implementation and
the role of the informal sector
-- these are two serious gaps,”
says Satish Sinha, associate
director, Toxics Link, which
works closely in the sector.
Only about 500,000 tonnes of
e-waste were formally collect-
ed in 2021-22 -- out of more than
3 million tonnes generated.
The Chinese-made wire
stripping machines have re-
placed some manual labour,
but not all. The actual dis-
mantling -- sorting, stripping,
burning -- is still largely done
by hand. The traders now op-
erate via phone calls, with less
visibility.
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A pigeon cools off in a water-filled tub during a summer morning in New Delhi

UTTARAKHAND CHOPPER CRASH

Pilot, who served Army
for 15 years, killed
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Jaipur, June 15: Rajveer
Singh Chauhan, the pilot of the
helicopter that crashed in Ut-
tarakhand early Sunday Killing
all seven on board, had served
in the Indian Army for over 15
years and had vast experience
of flying missions over different
terrains.

Chauhan (37), a resident of
Jaipur's Shastri Nagar, was
working as a pilot with Ary-
an Aviation Private Ltd since
October 2024. He was the cap-
tain of Bell 407 helicopter that
crashed near Gaurikund in
Uttarakhand Sunday morning.
Besides him, six people were
killed in the accident.

"T got information about
the crash from his colleague,"
said Chauhan's father Gov-
ind Singh. Singh said that his
daughter-in-law and Rajveer's
wife is a Lieutenant Colonel in
the Indian Army and they be-
came parents four months ago.
"His wife gave birth to twins
four months ago," he said.

Having worked in the Indi-
an Army, Chauhan had a vast
experience of flying missions

over different terrains, over-
seeing aerial operations and
had been trained in different
types of helicopters and their
maintenance, according to his
LinkedIn profile. As soon as the
news about his death broke,
Chauhan's relatives and friends
started reaching his residence
in Shastri Nagar to console the
family.

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajanlal Sharma, former chief
minister Ashok Gehlot and oth-
er leaders expressed sorrow
over the demise of seven people.

"The news of the loss of life of
a pilot from Rajasthan and oth-
er devotees due to a helicopter
crash in Kedarnath is extreme-
ly sad. May Baba Kedar grant a
place in his lotus feet to the de-
parted souls and give strength
to the bereaved families to bear
this blow," Sharma said. Gehlot
said the "death of seven people,
including Jaipur resident pilot
Rajveer Singh Chauhan, in the
helicopter crash near Kedar-
nath is extremely sad".

"My deepest condolences are
with the bereaved families in
this difficult time," he said in a
social media post.

PTI PHOTO

4 students from Kota institute in top-10
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Kota (Rajasthan) June 15:
Four students of Allen Career
Institute, a training centre for
various competitive exams in
Rajasthan's coaching hub of
Kota, have secured top-10 ranks
in NEET-UG 2025, the results of
which were declared by the Na-
tional Testing Agency Saturday.

A total of 39 students from
the institute have been ranked
in the top-100 of the National El-

igibility-cum-Entrance Test-Un-
dergraduate (NEET-UG) for ad-
missions into medical colleges,
Nitin Kukreja, CEO, Allen Ca-
reer Institute, said.

NEET-UG RESULTS

Mrinal Jha of Allen Career In-
stitute has bagged the all-India
fourth rank, while Aashi Singh
has secured the second position
in the female toppers'list. The
two other students from the in-

stitute in the top-10 list are Kes-
hav Mittal (7th), who studies in
Allen's Ahmedabad branch, and
Bhavya Chirag Jha (8th).
Allen has 19 students in the
top-50 and 39 in the top-100, in-
cluding 30 from the classroom
programme, and nine from dis-
tance learning and online test
series programmes, Kukreja
said. Another coaching insti-
tute in Kota, Motion Education,
said seven of its students have
been placed in the top-100 list.

Delhi to get relief from heatwave as IMD predicts storm

The India Meteorological Department
has predicted a severe thunderstorm and
strong wind for the city, warning residents
in Delhi and the National Capital
Region to stay indoors
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New Delhi, June 15: After
prolonged spell of scorching
temperatures for several days,
people in the national capital
received a gradual respite from
heatwave conditions early Sun-
day, as several parts of the city
experienced light rainfall thun-
derstorm and strong winds.

The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) has predicted a
severe thunderstorm and strong
wind for the city, warning resi-
dents in Delhi and the National
Capital Region (NCR) to stay
indoors.

According to the IMD, "mod-
erate to intense spell of rainfall

with thunderstorms and light-
ning, and squally winds reach-
ing speeds of 80-100 kmph" swept
through the capital during the
early Sunday hours.

Two thundersqualls along
with hailstorm activity were
recorded at Safdarjung between
0348 to 0350 hrs IST and 0358 to
0400 hrs IST.

The first squall saw gusty
winds reaching 82 kmph, while
the second saw a peak wind
speed of 104 kmph, the IMD said.
The weather department urged
residents to take precautions.

"Stay indoors and avoid trav-
el unless necessary," the IMD
advisory said, as flying debris
and low visibility posed risks

on the roads. The Safdarjung
observatory, Delhi's official
weather station, recorded a
maximum temperature of 41.2
degrees Celsius Friday -- a dip
of 2.7 degrees from Thursday,
but still 1.3 degrees Celsius
above normal. The minimum
temperature remained high at
31.0 degrees Celsius, marking a
departure of 3 degrees Celsius
from the seasonal average. Hu-
midity levels oscillated between

51 per cent and 69 per cent, mak-
ing conditions hot and uncom-
fortable throughout the day.

According to IMD officials,
the national capital is set to wit-
ness generally cloudy skies with
very light to moderate rainfall,
thunderstorms, dust storms,
and lightning till June 19. Gusty
winds are also expected during
thunderstorms.

This comes after a red alert
- a severe warning level - was

issued for Delhi, as the capital
experienced extreme heatwave
conditions. Daytime tempera-
tures climbed to between 41°C
and 45°C, while the minimum
temperature reached 31°C,
marking a rise of four degrees
above the seasonal average.

The weather department has
predicted partly cloudy skies
with a chance of a thunderstorm
and rain early Sunday morning,
potentially bringing some relief
from the intense heat.

The IMD, in its extended
range forecast, has said that the
southwest monsoon is likely to
advance over the remaining
parts of central and eastern In-
dia, along with some areas in
northwest India, between June
12 and 18. It is further expected
to reach most parts of north-
west India, including Delhi,
between June 19 and 25. The
normal date for the monsoon
to arrive in Delhi is around
June 30.

This year, it arrived in Ker-
ala May 24 -- well ahead of the

usual onset date of 1 June -- and
reached Mumbai by May 26,
which is 16 days earlier than
normal.

According to IMD data, the
monsoon reached Delhi June 28
last year, and on June 26 in 2023.

In previous years, it ar-
rived June 30 (2022), July 13
(2021), and June 25 (2020). Af-
ter a nearly 10-day pause, the
monsoon has picked up pace
again, especially over south-
ern India. Since Wednesday,
several parts of Kerala, Tam-
il Nadu, Karnataka, Konk-
an, and Maharashtra have
been receiving heavy to very
heavy rainfall. This renewed
activity marks a strong push
northwards, indicating rap-
id progress of the monsoon
across the country.

The IMD has also said the
second phase of the monsoon
is expected to spread across
eastern India, bringing rainfall
to West Bengal, Odisha, Bihar,
Jharkhand, and eastern Uttar
Pradesh within the next week.
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“ For the civic polls, unity

is necessary. You may be
getting monetary offers to switch
sides. For how much time will the
money suffice? Those who want to
finish off Uddhav Thackeray and
Shiv Sena have only business angle
in mind. They want to sell off Mum-
bai and hand it over to corporate
UDDHAV THACKERAY | SHIV SENA (UBT) CHIEF
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TEST TRIALS OF ROCKET
LAUNCH SYSTEMS HELD

Successful test trials of rocket launch systems were
conducted here as part of the preparations for a
student competition in model rocketry scheduled to
be held in October this year. The launch trials were
conducted Saturday and Sunday by the Astronautical
Society of India in association with the Indian National
Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe)
and the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)

SHORT TAKES

¥ PK Mishra visits
plane crash site

Ahmedabad: PK Mishra, the
Principal Secretary to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, on
Sunday inspected the Air India
plane crash site in Ahmedabad
and also visited the civil
hospital where injured persons
are undergoing treatment.
Mishra chairing a high-level
review meeting at Circuit
House here and discussed
ongoing relief, rescue, and
investigation efforts with
senior officials from the
Central and state governments,
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB), and Airports
Authority of India, an official
release said.

¥ 5 dead as ambulance
hits pick-up vehicle

Amethi (UP): An ambulance
transporting a body and
family members of the
deceased rammed into

a pick-up vehicle on the
Purvanchal Expressway here
Sunday, killing five persons,
a police official said. The
accident took place when the
ambulance was transporting
the body from Haryana to
Bihar. Five people travelling
in the ambulance died in the
collision, while one person
was seriously injured.

I 8 killed as heavy rains
lash parts of Maharashtra

Mumbai: At least eight
persons were killed, mostly

] due to lightning strikes, as
heavy rains pummelled parts
of Maharashtra, officials said
Sunday. The weather department
has issued a red alert for the
coastal districts of Ratnagiri and
Raigad and an orange alert for
Palghar, Thane, and Sindhudurg,
and ghat areas of Pune, Satara
and Kolhapur, they said. Teams
from the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) and State
Disaster Response Force (SDRF)
have been stationed for rescue
operations.

¥ BSF jawan
kills senior

New Delhi/Kolkata: A BSF
jawan allegedly shot dead his
senior following an argument
at a camp in West Bengal's
Murshidabad district, officials
said Sunday. The incident
took place around 10:30 pm
Saturday at the Border Security
Force (BSF) camp in Dhuliyan,
they said. Constable Shivam
Kumar Mishra fatally shot his
senior, Head Constable Ratan
Singh Shekhawat, using his
service rifle after a heated
argument.

3 feared trapped as
huilding collapses in
Mathura’s Kachchi Sadak
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Mathura, June 15: Three
people, including two minor
sisters, were Kkilled when a
multi-storey building collapsed
during excavation work Sun-
day in the congested Kachchi
Sadak area here, officials said.

One person was pulled out
from the debris. Rescuers are
still searching for survivors,
they said. District Magistrate
(DM) Chandra Prakash Singh
said the building was located
on a mound. The rescue
operation is underway to make
sure that no one else is buried
under the rubble.

He said Totaram (38) and two
sisters -- Yashoda (6) and Kavya
(3) -- were Killed in the incident.
The immediate priority is to
complete the rescue work.
Later, an investigation will be
launched into the cause of the
incident and the culprits will
be punished, Singh said after
inspecting the site.

Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Shlok Kumar said
one person was earlier rescued
from the rubble and taken to
hospital. The person is cur-
rently under observation and is
stable. "Some individuals unau-
thorisedly started digging near
the multi-storey house (likely
two or three storeys) using a
JCB machine to vacate the plot
for sale, and that is why this in-
cident occurred," the SSP said.

"The rescue operation is un-
derway. Teams from fire ser-
vices, municipal corporation,
civil defence and police are
currently on the site. "Addi-
tionally, National Disaster Re-
sponse Force and State Disas-
ter Response Force teams have
been called in to assist with the
rescue efforts," Kumar said.

PLANE CRASH

DNA tests identify
victims including Rupani
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Ahmedabad, June 15: Three
days after the tragic crash of Air
India flight AI-171 in Ahmedabad,
which has so far claimed 270 lives,
hospital authorities confirmed
Sunday the identification of 80
victims through DNA matching,
including that of former Gujarat
Chief Minister Vijay Rupani.
Authorities have handed
over 33 bodies to the victims'
families, officials said Sunday.
Rupani was among the 242 pas-
sengers and crew members on
board the London-bound Air
India flight AI-171 that crashed
Thursday. The Gujarat govern-
ment has announced a state
mourning for Rupani Monday.
His funeral procession will be
held in Rajkot in the evening.
The Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner
crashed into a medical college
complex moments after taking
off from Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa-
tel International Airport at 1:39
PM Thursday. So far 29 people
are reported to have died in the
disaster on the ground which
includes five MBBS students.
Only one person from the air-
craft miraculously survived.
"A total of 80 plane crash
victims have been identified
so far through DNA matching.
Of these, the bodies of 33 vic-
tims have been handed over to
their respective families," Addi-
tional Civil Superintendent Dr
Rajnish Patel told reporters.
The victims whose mortal re-
mains were handed over were

PMK LEADERSHIP QUARREL
Anbumani apologises to S Ramadoss
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Chennai, June 15: PMK top
leader Anbumani Sunday
appealed to his father, party
founder S Ramadoss to forgive
him in case of "anger" against
him and asserted that he is
ready to follow his diktats and
realise his dreams for the party.
Praising Ramadoss as "na-
tional leader," Anbumani
expressed confidence that a
coalition regime, in which his
party will be a constituent,
shall next year form the gov-
ernment following the Tamil
Nadu Assembly election.
Addressing the party's dis-
trict level general council

meeting at Tiruvallur near
here, Anbumani spoke on
strengthening the party by way
of measures including village
level outreach and enrolling
youths as members. He said
the district level meetings were
being held to achieve such
objectives. A coalition regime,
in which his party will be a
constituent, shall next year
form the government follow-
ing the Tamil Nadu Assembly
election, he affirmed.

The PMK was not founded
to facilitate the formation of
government by the DMK or
the ATADMK, he said with-
out explicitly naming the two
Dravidian parties.

Tourism in J&K’s Pahalgam
limping back to normalcy

A significant number of Kashmiris from other parts of the valley made their way
to Pahalgam on the third day of the Eid, much to the delight of people associated
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Pahalgam (J&K), June 15:
Nearly two months after the
deadly terror attack here left
26 persons dead, the tourism
trade in this south Kashmir
resort is limping back to nor-
malcy as locals and a “trickle”
from Punjab have started visit-
ing the valley of shepherds after
the Eid holidays.

A significant number of
Kashmiris from other parts of
the valley made their way to
Pahalgam on the third day of
the Eid, much to the delight of
people associated with the tour-
ist trade in this resort, which is
100 kilometres from Srinagar.

with the tourist trade i

n this reso
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“We have been visiting Pa-
halgam every year irrespec-
tive of whether there has been
a rush of tourists or not. So, it
was no different this year. How-
ever, we did feel pampered this
time,” Nabeel Bhat, a youngster
from Srinagar, told PTI here.

The tourism trade came to a
standstill in most of Kashmir
after the April 22 terror at-
tack on tourists at Baisaran,
a meadow six kilometres from
here, in which 26 persons -- 25
tourists and a local service
provider -- were Kkilled. The
incident led to air skirmishes
between India and Pakistan
while cross border shelling
took a toll of people along the

rt, which is 100 kilometres from Srinagar

Line of Control (LoC).

Most of the local tourists
were happy that Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha had
decided to open the parks at
Pahalgam, saying it would
attract more people to the
place.

“There is no better adver-
tisement than word of mouth...
The people from various parts
of Kashmir started to visit
soon after Eid, but the num-
bers did not increase much
as they had no place to sit as
all the parks were closed. We
hope that it will change now as
the LG on Saturday announced
that the parks will be opened
again,” said Mohammad Ishaq,
a hut owner.

Ishaq said that a few tourists
from other states also returned
to Pahalgam over the past 10
days. A hotelier, who wished
not to be identified, said the
Amarnath Yatra usually does
not impact his business. The
hotelier, however, added that
a peaceful and successful yatra
will immensely benefit the en-
tire tourism sector of Kashmir
as the pilgrims will be "our am-
bassadors to the rest of India".
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High-level govt panel to
meet today for 1st time

NEW DELHI: The first meeting of the
high-level multi-disciplinary com-
mittee set up by the government
to look into the Ahmedabad plane
crash will be held Monday here,
sources said. The panel, chaired by
the home secretary, is expected to
submit its report in three months.
The committee will have its first
meeting Monday afternoon, the
sources said. The committee is
expected to focus on "formulating
Standard Operating Procedures for
preventing such occurrences in the
future". A separate investigation is
also being carried out by the Air-
craft Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB), which is looking into the
technical aspects of the crash.

from Ahmedabad, Vadodara,
Kheda, Botad and other places.

Of the 51 people injured in
the incident, 38 have been dis-
charged, while 13 are still un-
dergoing treatment, said Dr Pa-
tel, a professor of surgery at the
government-run B J Medical
College. According to Dr Dha-
val Gameti, president of the BJ

N

Medical College Junior Doctors'
Association, around 270 bodies
were brought to Ahmedabad
Civil Hospital from the crash
site. State Relief Commission-
er Alok Kumar Pandey told re-
porters that families of all 230
passengers who perished on the
flight have been contacted. The
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) is leading a
thorough probe into the caus-
es of the crash. Various Central
and state government agencies,
including the state police, are
assisting the AAIB team at the
crash site in Meghaninagar.
Sources said the first meeting
of a high-level multi-disciplinary
committee formed by the Centre
will be held Monday in New Del-
hi. The committee, headed by
Union Home Secretary Govind
Mohan, is mandated to ascer-
tain the "root cause" of the plane
crash and assess any contribut-
ing factors, including mechan-
ical failure, human error, and
regulatory compliances.

Act beyond advisories,
evacuate Indian students
from Iran; Cong to MEA
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New Delhi, June 15: The
Congress Sunday claimed that
more than 1,500 Indian students
are left in a state of uncertainty
in Iran and asked the Ministry
of External Affairs to move
beyond passive advisories to
immediately establish a coordi-
nated evacuation mechanism.

The Congress' assertion
came after Indians in Iran were
Sunday asked not to panic, exer-
cise due caution and maintain
contact with the Embassy of
India in Tehran through its
social media accounts in view
of the current situation in the
country following the launch of
strikes by Israel.

Congress' media and pub-
licity department head Pawan
Khera alleged that while Indian
students in Iran are calling for
help, the government remains
largely unresponsive, even as
missiles rain from the sky.

"With flights suspended, air-
space over Tehran closed, and
internet access disrupted, more
than 1500 Indian students are left
in a state of precarity and un-
certainty - with no information
about evacuation or safe zones,"
Khera said in a post on X. The
Indian Embassy has issued a
generic advisory urging the stu-
dents to "remain vigilant, avoid
all unnecessary movements,
follow the Embassy's Social Me-
dia accounts and observe safety
protocols as advised by local au-
thorities", he said.

"Meanwhile, students remain
trapped in distress as the Indi-

Girl critically injured as zipline belt breaks mid-air

NAGPUR: A teenage girl from Maharashtra's Nagpur suffered serious injuries earlier this week after falling from a zipline in Manali. According
to reports, the zipline cable snapped mid-air while Trisha Bijwe was on it, causing her to fall several feet to the ground. According to news
agency PTI, Trisha was vacationing with her family in Manali. She fell while riding a zipline after the rope connected to a harness she wore
snapped. A video of the incident that surfaced on social media shows the girl falling on boulders below after the zipline rope connected to the
harness snaps. The girl was rushed to a nearby hospital and later transferred to a specialised facility in the city for further treatment. Trisha
suffered several fractures and underwent an operation a few days ago, he said.

SNIPPETS

GAS LEAK CONTINUES
FOR4TH DAY IN ASSAM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Heavy rains batter Kerala

Thiruvananthapuram: Heavy rains continued to pound various parts of
Kerala Sunday, leading to widespread disruptions including uprooted trees,
rising river levels, and the opening of shutters at multiple dams. Mudslides
in highranges, inundation of low-lying areas and intense sea erosion in

the coastal belts were reported across the state. In light of heavy rains,
authorities declared a holiday for educational institutions in Malappuram,
Kannur, Kasaragod, Wayanad and Thrissur districts for Monday. Though

no major casualties were reported anywhere, sporadic incidents of damage
to houses and vehicles were recorded in various places across the state. In
Malappuram's Kottakkal, a house located on a hilly terrain was damaged

in a mudslide Saturday evening. However, the family inside escaped
unharmed. Huge trees were uprooted, temporarily disrupting traffic in
Sultan Bathery in Wayanad and at Chungam in southern Kottayam district.

an Embassy in Iran remains
unresponsive: 'We are trauma-
tized after last night's attack
There has been no response
from the Indian Embassy. Our
families are panicking'," Khera
said. He claimed this is not the
first time Indian citizens have
been left pleading for help
during foreign crises. "Wheth-
er it was Sudan, Ukraine, or
now Iran, Modi's government
has turned evacuations into
propaganda opportunities --
stepping in late, speaking too
much and doing too little, too
slowly, Khera alleged.

"The MEA must move beyond
passive advisories and immedi-
ately establish a coordinated
evacuation mechanism -- com-
plete with emergency response
teams, real-time communica-
tion channels and logistic sup-
port -- before the window for
safe exit narrows any further,"
he said.

In an advisory, the Indian
embassy in Iran asked all In-
dian nationals and Persons of
Indian Origin to remain vig-
ilant, avoid all unnecessary
movements, follow the embas-
sy's social media accounts and
observe safety protocols as ad-
vised by local authorities.

UP: Lightning strikes claim 9 lives

Lucknow: Nine people died in separate lightning strike
incidents in Uttar Pradesh's Prayagraj, Sambhal, Bijnor and
Gorakhpur districts, officials said Sunday. In Prayagraj,
four members of a family in Sonvarsha Hallabor village
died after being struck by lightning, they said. Additional
District Magistrate (Finance and Revenue) Vinita Singh
said Virendra Vanvasi, his wife Parvati and their daughters
Radha and Karishma were sleeping in their thatched house
when the incident took place Saturday night. The age of
the victims is yet to be ascertained, Singh said, adding

the bodies have been sent for postmortem. In Sambhal,
18-year-old Ratneshkumari died, and two others were

injured after being struck by lightning in Gunnaur tehsil.
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Sivasagar (Assam), Jun 15: Leakage
of gas continued for the fourth day at a
crude oil well of energy major ONGC in
Assam's Sivasagar district, where around
1,500 people have been affected by the
blowout and 70 families shifted to a relief

camp, officials said.

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said the government is concerned
about the blowout, which is yet to be con-
trolled. "The chief secretary has spoken
to the company officials. We are in touch
with ONGC and came to know that more
experts have reached the spot," he told

reporters in Di-
brugarh.
ONGC Direc-
tor (Technolo-
gy & Field Ser-
vices) Vikram
Saxena reached
the spot on Sat-

urday and a team led by him took over
operational control of well no. RDS 147,
where the blowout took place. "The well
killing process is going on, and we have
mobilised all necessary equipment for
the same. The Crisis Management Team
(CMT) is working on war-footing to con-
trol the leakage," an official told PTI. The
well has not caught fire yet and no one is
injured in the incident, while all emer-
gency services have been pressed in the

area, he added.

The blowout took place June 12 at
well no. RDS 147 of rig no. SKP 135 of Ru-
drasagar oil field of ONGC at Barichuk of
Bhatiapar. A private firm, SK Petro Ser-
vices, was operating the well on behalf of
the state-run Maharatna company.

ONGC WELL
BLOWOUT
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Date: 16.06.2025
Place: KALAHANDI

PUBLIC NOTICE OF E-AUCTION OF GOLD ORNAMENTS

It is hereby notified to all concerned borrower(s) in specific and the public, in general, that we, IIFL Finance Limited (“IIFL")
are auctioning gold ornaments of defaulted customers who neither regularized their loans nor paid the outstanding amount
despite being informed through registered auction notices and repeated reminders. Public auction of the gold ornaments
pledged in the following loan accounts will be conducted online through Shriram Automall India Limited on their online
auction platform https:/gold.samil.in on 23.06.2025 between 02:00 P.M to 05:00 P.M. Change in venue or date (if any) will
be displayed at the auction center. If for any reason the E-Auction cannot be held on the date mentioned herein or the auction
does not get completed on the same day, IIFL reserves the right to conduct or proceed with the said auction on any
subsequent date on the auction platform and/or auction center with same terms and conditions. The unauctioned gold
ornaments shall be auctioned on subsequent working days after displaying the details on auction platform and/or auction
center. In case the auction at Branch level fails, the same will be re auctioned on 10.07.2025 at the specified district centre.
If for any reason, the district level auction cannot be held on the date mentioned herein or the auction does not get completed
on the same day, IIFL reserves the right to conduct or proceed with the district level auction on any subsequent date with
same terms and conditions. If the customer is deceased, then all the conditions pertaining to auction will be applicable to

District Centre: BHAWANIPATNA-BHAWANIPATNA GL - IIFL FINANCE LTD, AT-1ST FLOOR, PLOT NO-1077, MAHAVEER
PADA, BHAWANIPATNA, KALAHADI, PIN-766001

Branch Name: BHAWANIPATNA-BHAWANIPATNA GL, Taluka - DHARAMGARH
GL31312125, GL31384159, GL31823484, GL32729986, GL33255952, GL33787247, GL33839156,
GL34007144, GL34020251, GL34347071, GL34370330, GL34459377, GL34471910, GL34490003, GL34502509.

Branch Name: DHARAMAGARH-DHARAMAGARH GL, Taluka - DHARAMGARH

GL25961511, GL33500878, GL33509861, GL33781089, GL33854237, GL34074741, GL34148730,

Branch Name: JAIPATNA-KALAHANDI SOHO GL - Taluka - JAIPATNA
GL30930206, GL30952610, GL30963400, GL30968080, GL31611878, GL31628345, GL33130680,
GL33139340, GL33152399, GL33156606, GL33832957, GL34076461, GL34116490, GL34138777, GL34252814, GL34266923,

Branch Name: JUNAGARH-JUNAGARH GL - Taluka - JUNAGARH
Gold Loan A/C No. : GL31194613, GL33556638.

Branch Name: KESINGA-KESINGA GL - Taluka - KESINGA

Gold Loan A/C No. : GL33971696, GL34053463, GL34083958, GL34359900, GL34407091.

Branch Name: MADANPUR RAMPUR-MADANPUR RAMOUR GL - Taluka - M.RAMPUR

GL31497991, GL31563375, GL32602442, GL33655917, GL33681539, GL33685935, GL33712015,
GL34396471, GL34421631, GL34465390.

The E-Auction shall be conducted on “AS IS WHERE IS”, “AS IS WHAT IS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS" basis and IIFL does
not make any representation or warranties regards quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold ornaments.
The E-Auction process and the sale (if any) pursuant to such E-Auction shall be subject to terms and conditions as IIFL may
at its sole discretion deem fit to impose. IIFL, at its absolute sole discretion, may either postpone or remove, any of
accounts from auction list and any proceedings without prior notice and without assigning any reason therefor and to reject
any or all the bids or offers without assigning any reason for the same. Details of defaulting borrower(s), pledged ornaments
and other details have been displayed at the respective branch. The defaulter borrower(s) have an option to repay the entire
dues including up to date interest and all applicable charges and close or regularize their loan account even after
publication of this notice but in any case, till the date of auction, failing which the pledged gold ornaments will be sold and
balance dues (if any) will be recovered with interest and costs. However, the defaulter loans which are closed or regularized
on or after this publication, will have to bear the proportionate publication charge. Borrowers are requested to
submit/update their latest bank account details to enable timely refund of excess auction proceeds, if any.

For detailed information, terms and conditions, contact the concerned branch office of IIFL Finance Limited.
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America is
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not indispensable
because we're
better. It's indis-
pensable because
(we have) the best military in the
world, the most prosperous nation
in the world, the best economy in
the world, the best technology,
the roots of that technology, the
freedoms we have

JAMIE DIMON I CHAIRMAN AND CEO,
JPMORGAN CHASE

Spoke with
President
Dr Masoud

Pezeshkian of Iran
today to express
Pakistan's unwav-
ering solidarity
with the brotherly people of Iran
in the face of Israel's unprovoked
aggression

SHEHBAZ SHARIF | PM, PAKISTAN

We do have
‘ longstanding

concerns
about the nuclear
program Iran has.
We do recognise
Israel's right to
self-defense, but I'm absolutely
clear that this needs to de-escalate.
There is a huge risk of escalation
for the region and more widely

KEIR STARMER I PM, BRITAIN

SHORT TAKES

¥ Modi lands in Cyprus

Nicosia: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi arrived in
Cyprus Sunday for a two-day
visit during which he will

hold talks with President
Nikos Christodoulides to
strengthen bilateral ties. In

a special gesture, President
Christodoulides welcomed

PM Modi on his arrival at the
airport. Modi is the first Indian
prime minister to visit Cyprus
in over two decades. “Landed
in Cyprus. My gratitude to the
President of Cyprus, Mr. Nikos
Christodoulides for the special
gesture of welcoming me at
the airport. This visit will add
significant momentum to India-
Cyprus relations, especially in
areas like trade, investment
and more,” Modi posted on X.

[ Saudi executes scribe

Dubai: A prominent Saudi
journalist who was arrested

in 2018 and convicted on
terrorism and treason charges
has been executed, the
kingdom said. Activist groups
maintain that the charges
against him were trumped

up. Turki Al-Jasser was put to
death Saturday, according to
the official Saudi Press Agency,
after the death penalty was
upheld by the nation's top
court. Authorities had raided
Al-Jasser's home in 2018,
arresting him and seizing his
computer and phones.

M China patrols in SCS

Beijing: China's military held
joint sea and air patrols in the
South China Sea Saturday, a
spokesperson for the People's
Liberation Army's Southern
Theater Command said.
Spokesperson Tian Junli said
in a statement on Sunday that
the Philippines has courted
countries outside the region
to organise "joint patrols" and
"raised security risks" in the
region. "The theater command
forces remain on high alert,
resolutely safeguarding
China's national sovereignty
and maritime rights," he

said, adding that "all military
activities that seek to stir up
trouble in the South China Sea
or create flashpoints are fully
under control."

[ Hot air balloon crashes

Istanbul: A hot air balloon
crashed in central Turkiye
Sunday, leaving its pilot dead
and 19 Indonesian tourists
injured, a local official said.
State-run Anadolu Agency said
another hot air balloon taking
off from the same location of
Ilhara Valley also made a hard
landing early Sunday morning,
and that 12 Indian tourists
were slightly injured

and taken to hospital.
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It's important to show that
Denmark and Europe are
committed to this territory
(Greenland), which has very

G7 LEADERS GATHER IN CANADA *

Leaders of some of the world's big-

gest economic powers will arrive in the

Canadian Rockies Sunday for a Group

high strategic stakes and
whose territorial integrity
must be respected

EMMANUEL MACRON I PRESIDENT, FRANCE

of Seven summit overshadowed by a
widening war across the Middle East and
US President Donald Trump's unresolved
trade war with allies and rivals alike

Israel, Iran conflict turns deadly

Israel launched
Operation Rising Lion
early Friday, targeting

Iran's nuclear, missile and
military infrastructure.
Iran later launched
retaliatory strikes on
Israel, which has
threatened even greater
force after some Iranian
missiles struck buildings
in the heart of the country

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jerusalem, June 15: The
death toll grew Sunday as Isra-
el and Iran exchanged missile
attacks for a third consecutive
day, with Israel warning that
worse is to come.

Israel targeted Iran's Defence
Ministry headquarters in Teh-
ran and sites it alleged were
associated with Iran's nucle-
ar programme, while Iranian
missiles evaded Israeli air
defences and slammed into
buildings deep inside Israel.

Israel's strikes have killed
at least 406 people in Iran and
wounded another 654, accord-
ing to a human rights group
that has long tracked the
country, Washington-based
Human Rights Activists.
Iran's government has not of-
fered overall casualty figures.

The country's main interna-
tional airport and airspace re-
mained closed for a third day.

The region braced for a
drawn-out conflict after Is-
rael's strikes hit nuclear and
military facilities, killing sev-
eral senior generals and top
nuclear scientists. President
Donald Trump said the US had
“nothing to do with the attack
on Iran” and warned Tehran
to expect “the full strength
and might of the US Armed
Forces” if it retaliates against
the United States.

Iran’s prez criticises US, Western
nations
Iran's President Masoud

Pezeshkian criticised the
United States and some West-
ern countries for supporting
Israel's attacks on Iran.

He said that if Israeli attacks
continue, Iran's responses
"will be more decisive and
severe.”

Pezeshkian said that Israel
"is not capable of any action
without the permission of the
US” and that “what we are
witnessing today is being do-
ne with the direct support of
Washington.”

In a report carried on state
TV, Pezeshkian said that Iran
has never sought war and con-
flict. “However, just as our
armed forces, including the
powerful army and Islamic
Revolutionary Guard, have
so far provided appropriate
and firm responses, in case of
continued hostile actions, the
responses will be more deci-
sive and severe.”

‘Israel doesn't want regime
change in Iran’

Israel's Foreign Minister
Gideon Sa'ar said Sunday that
the goal of its military cam-
paign in Iran “is not a regime
change.”

Iran will pay a very heavy price for the murder of
civilians - women, children — that it carried out deliberately.
We will achieve our objectives, and we will

strike them with overwhelming force

BENJAMIN NETANYAHU | PM, ISRAEL

“This is for the Iranian
people to decide,” Sa'ar said
in an interview. He said the
Israeli security Cabinet set
the objective as eliminating
Iran's nuclear program and
minimising its ballistic mis-
sile threat.

“I believe what we are do-
ing, as an ally for the US and
for the Western civilization as
a whole, is critical for stabili-
ty in this part of the world,”
Sa'ar said, adding: “If we learn
something from our history,
when somebody says I'm go-
ing to eliminate the Jews,' take
him at his word.”

Sa'ar said Iran was within
six months of being able to
build as many as nine nucle-
ar bombs.

Iraqi militia warns US

The powerful Iran-linked
Iraqi militia Kataib Hezbol-
lah Sunday warned it will
target US interests and bases
in the region if Washington
intervenes in the hostilities

India-origin man dies days after Oz
police allegedly knelt on his neck
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Melbourne, June 15: A
42-year-old Indian-origin man
has died days after an Aus-
tralian police officer allegedly
knelt on his neck during an at-
tempted arrest, a media report
said Sunday.

Gaurav Kundi, 42, from Mod-
bury North in Adelaide, died
surrounded by his family Thurs-
day after he was hospitalised for
an “unrecoverable” brain inju-
ry, TNews Australia reported.

Police attempted to arrest
Kundi on Payneham Rd at
Royston Park, alleging that it
witnessed an “altercation” be-
tween him and a woman.

The video footage of the in-
cident showed Kundi being
forced by police while he and

After day of protests,

his wife, Amritpal Kaur, loudly
protested.

“I've done nothing wrong,”
Kundi shouted while Kaur
filmed and cried out that the
police were acting unfairly.

Kundi was rushed to the hos-
pital after his condition declined
and he “became unresponsive”
during the attempted arrest.

Police said Kundi violently
resisted the arrest and was in-
toxicated. It said the couple was

Largest outpouring of protests against
Trump since his return to power

REUTERS

Washington, June 15: Pres-
ident Donald Trump's long-
sought military parade rolled
through the streets of down-
town Washington Saturday,
but the celebration of the US
Army's 250th anniversary was
marred by a day of violence
and discord.

In the hours before the pa-
rade began, hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans marched
and rallied in streets in cities
from New York to Chicago
to Los Angeles, protesting
Trump's actions while in office,
in the largest such actions since
his return to power in January.

Earlier in the day, a gunman
assassinated a Democratic law-

—1 maker and wounded another

in Minnesota and remained at
large.

Meanwhile, Israel and Iran
exchanged further attacks ear-
ly Sunday, stoking fears of a
mushrooming conflict between
the two nations.

All of it followed a week of
tension in Los Angeles, where
protests over federal immigra-
tion raids resulted in Trump
calling in National Guard
troops and US Marines to help
keep the peace, over the objec-
tions of the state's Democratic
Governor Gavin Newsom.

The parade, which fell on
Trump's 79th birthday, kicked
off earlier than expected with
thunderstorms forecast in the
Washington area.

Tanks, armored personnel
carriers and artillery rumbled

'l ) "“*!'

allegedly arguing, and a passing
patrol reportedly mistook the
incident for domestic violence.

However, Kaur said his hus-
band was simply drunk and
loud, not violent.

Meanwhile, South Austra-
lian (SA) Police Commissioner
Grant Stevens told ABC Radio
Adelaide it would investigate
the incident in addition to a
probe by the internal investi-
gation section detectives.

between Israel and Iran.

The group said in a state-
ment that it is “closely mon-
itoring the movements of the
American enemy's military
in the region” and “should
the United States intervene
in the war (between Israel and
Iran), we will directly target
its interests and bases spread
throughout the region without
hesitation.”

The statement was the first
explicit and direct threat is-
sued by an Iraqi militia to tar-
get US forces and interests in
the region since the outbreak
of the Iran-Israel conflict.

Iraqi militias have previous-
ly targeted US bases in Iraq
and Syria, but have largely
remained quiet since Israel
launched a barrage of strikes
on Iran and Tehran retaliated.
Three drones launched at the
Ain al Assad base housing US
troops in western Iraq on Fri-
day were shot down, and no
group has claimed responsi-
bility for the attack.

Iran, Israel should make
deal just like I got India,

Pak to make one: Trump

S President Donald Trump

Sunday claimed that he
could secure a deal between
Iran and Israel just as he had
done between other arch-rivals,
as he repeated his claim that
he stopped the war between
India and Pakistan last month
by “using trade”. In a post on
Truth Social, Trump also claimed
that “many calls and meetings
are now taking place” on the
issue. “Iran and Israel should
make a deal, and will make a
deal, just like I got India and
Pakistan to make, in that case
by using TRADE with the United
States to bring reason, cohesion,
and sanity into the talks with two
excellent leaders who were able
to quickly make a decision and
STOP!” Trump claimed. He said,
“Likewise, we will have PEACE,
soon, between Israel and Iran!
Many calls and meetings now
taking place. I do a lot, and never
get credit for anything, but that's
OK, the PEOPLE understand. MAKE
THE MIDDLE EAST GREAT AGAIN!”

Trump vetoed Israeli
plan to kill Khamenei

President Donald Trump
vetoed a plan presented by
Israel to the US to kill Iran's
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, according to a US
official familiar with the matter.
The Israelis informed the Trump
administration in recent days
that it had developed a credible
plan to kill Khamanei. After being
briefed on the plan, the White
House made clear to Israeli
officials that Trump was opposed
to the Israelis making the move,
according to the official who was
not authorised to comment on
the sensitive matter and spoke
on the condition of anonymity.
The Trump administration

is desperate to keep Israel's
military operation aimed at
decapitating Iran's nuclear
programme from exploding into
an even more expansive conflict
and saw the plan to kill Khamenei
as a move that would enflame
the conflict and potentially
destabilise the region.

Trump admin weighs
adding 36 countries to
travel ban, memo says

REUTERS

Washington, June 15: US
President Donald Trump's ad-
ministration is considering sig-
nificantly expanding its travel
restrictions by potentially ban-
ning citizens of 36 additional
countries from entering the
United States, according to an
internal State Department ca-
ble seen by Reuters.

Earlier this month, the Re-
publican president signed a
proclamation that banned the
entry of citizens from 12 coun-
tries, saying the move was need-
ed to protect the United States
against "foreign terrorists" and
other national security threats.

The directive was part of an
immigration crackdown Trump
launched this year at the start
of his second term, which has
included the deportation to El
Salvador of hundreds of Vene-
zuelans suspected of being gang
members, as well as efforts to
deny enrollments of some for-
eign students from US univer-
sities and deport others.

The countries that could face
a full or a partial ban if they do
not address these concerns within
the next 60 days are: Angola, Anti-
gua and Barbuda, Benin, Bhutan,
Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Cam-
bodia, Cameroon, Cote D'Ivoire,
Democratic Republic of Congo,
Djibouti, Dominica, Ethiopia,
Egypt, Gabon, The Gambia, Gha-
na, Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, Malawi,
Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Saint
Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Sao
Tome and Principe, Senegal,
South Sudan, Syria, Tanzania,
Tonga, Tuvalu, Uganda, Vanuatu,
Zambia, and Zimbabwe.

That would be a significant
expansion of the ban that came
into effect earlier this month.
The countries affected were
Afghanistan, Myanmar, Chad,
Congo Republic, Equatorial
Guinea, Eritrea, Haiti, Iran, Lib-
ya, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen.

The entry of people from
seven other countries - Burun-
di, Cuba, Laos, Sierra Leone,
Togo, Turkmenistan and Ven-
ezuela - has also been partially
restricted.

SNIPPETS

Ex-French prez Sarkozy stripped of
Legion of Honour medal

Paris: France's former President

b Nicolas Sarkozy has been stripped
of his Legion of Honour medal

after being convicted last year of
corruption and influence peddling
while he was the country's head of
state, it was announced Sunday.
The decision was made via a

decree released in the Journal Officiel that publishes the
government's major legal information. It comes in line

with the rules of the Legion of Honour. The conservative
politician, who was president from 2007 to 2012, has been
at the heart of a series of legal cases since leaving office.
He was found guilty of corruption and influence peddling
by both a Paris court in 2021 and an appeals court in 2023
for trying to bribe a magistrate in exchange for information
about a legal case in which he was implicated. He was
sentenced to wear an electronic monitoring bracelet for one
year, a verdict upheld by France's highest court, the Court of :
Cassation, in December. Earlier this year, Sarkozy stood trial
over allegations he received millions of dollars from Libya
for his successful presidential campaign in 2007. He denies
the claims. Prosecutors requested a seven-year prison
sentence. The verdict is expected in September.

Russia hands over 1,200 war dead
: bodies to Ukraine

i Moscow: Ukraine has

¢ received the bodies of

i another 1,200 Ukrainian
: soldiers killed in the war
i with Russia, as part of

i agreements to exchange
both prisoners of war and the dead, Ukrainian officials

i said Sunday. In several exchanges so far this month,
Ukraine has repatriated more than 4,800 bodies, Ukrainian
officials said. This marks one of the largest returns of

: war dead since Russia launched its full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022. Russian state news agencies

¢ TASS and RIA both reported the handover, saying
Moscow had not received a single Russian corpse in

¢ return. Itis the fourth in a series of handovers of soldiers'
remains to take place in the past week, in accordance

: with an agreement reached between Russia and Ukraine
at talks in Istanbul earlier this month. Kyiv and Moscow
agreed to each hand over as many as 6,000 bodies and

to exchange sick and heavily wounded prisoners of war

¢ and those aged under 25. Russia has so far reported

only receiving a total of 27 Russian servicemen in return.
Ukraine and Russia have conducted three exchanges of

: POWs so far, but have not disclosed exact numbers.

Trump’s military parade rolls through DC

Military parade brings
tanks, troops to
streets of Washington

down the parade route along
storied Constitution Avenue,
an unusual sight in the US
where such displays of military
might are rare.

Thousands of spectators

lined up along the route. Trump
watched the proceedings from
an elevated viewing stand be-
hind bulletproof glass.

Some of the president's op-
ponents also managed to find
a spot along the parade route,
holding signs in protest. Other
demonstrators were kept sepa-
rate from the parade crowd by
local police.

The US Army has brought
nearly 7,000 troops into Wash-
ington, along with 150 vehi-
cles, including more than 25
M1 Abrams tanks, 28 Stryker
armored vehicles, four Pal-
adin self-propelled artillery
vehicles, and artillery pieces
including the M777
and M119.

Earlier in the
day, thousands
marched in
Washington
and other cit-
ies in protest of
Trump's policies.
The demonstrations
were largely peaceful, and
marked the largest outpour-
ing of opposition to Trump's
presidency since he returned
to power in January.

In Los Angeles, however,
the situation remained tense.
About an hour before a down-
town curfew, police officers

Every other
country celebrates
their victories, it's about
time America did too

DONALD TRUMP |
PRESIDENT, US

mounted on horses were ag-
gressively pushing back dem-
onstrators, using gas, flash
bangs and other less lethal mu-
nitions, causing large groups to
panic and flee.

Protesters were firing what
police called commercial-grade
fireworks against officers,
along with rocks and bottles.
Some demonstrators wore
gas masks and helmets
and vowed to stay in
the area for many more
hours.

A crowd earlier had
confronted soldiers guard-

ing a federal building, yelling
“Shame! Shame!” and “Ma-
rines, get out of LA!”

Anti-Trump groups planned
nearly 2,000 demonstrations
across the country to coincide
with the parade. Many took
place under the theme "No
Kings," asserting that no indi-
vidual is above the law.
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Linearity to
‘ circularity is
one shift we
are making.... you
will see in the next
10-15 years, 10-15
million tonnes of
Tata Steel's production will be
through the recycling route
T V NARENDRAN I CEO, TATA STEEL
I guess the ‘
‘ future lies in ( . \
the UV-SUV P 4
segment...I believe d
the future lies
there. We want \
to emphasise this
entire investment in that direction
SAMIR GUPTA | MD, CONTINENTAL TIRES INDIA
The securi-
‘ ty-sensitive
telecom 1E 1)
equipment seg- ¢ }
ment is already 3
being infested 4
from imported VA h
products, which is mitigating
growth of indigenous production
under telecom PLI scheme
PARITOSH PRAJAPATI | CEO, GX GROUP
SHORT TAKES
¥ Hero FinCorp
raises 3260 cr
New Delhi: Hero FinCorp,
the financial services
division of two-wheeler
manufacturer Hero
MotoCorp, has raised
%260 crore in a pre-IPO
placement round. This
fund mobilisation led to
areduction in fresh issue
size to %1,840 crore from
the earlier planned 32,100
crore. The total IPO size
now stands at ¥3,408 crore,
which includes a ¥1,568
crore offer-for-sale (OFS)
by existing investors. This
marks a reduction from the
earlier planned 33,668 crore.
Those selling shares in the
OFS are -- AHVF Il Holdings
Singapore Il Pte. Ltd, Apis
Growth Il (Hibiscus) Pte.
Ltd, Link Investment Trust
(through Vikas Srivastava)
and Otter Ltd. In the
pre-IPO round executed
on June 5, Hero FinCorp
entered into investment
agreements with 12
investors, allotting 18.57
lakh shares at ¥1,400 per
share on June 13, raising
%259.99 crore, according
to a public announcement
by the company. Under
this, the company allotted
shares worth %69 crore
to Shahi Exports, RVG
Jatropha Plantation
(%50 crore), Mohan
Exports (%25 crore),
and AP Properties
(22 crore).

¥ JV Voltbek's
revenue rises

New Delhi: Voltbek Home
Appliances, a joint venture
between Voltas and Turkish
firm Arcelik, narrowed its
losses to 3241.89 crore

in FY25 while its revenue
from operations rose

39.5 per cent t0 32,235.53
crore. According to the
latest annual report of the
Tata Group firm, Voltbek
also achieved robust
volume growth of 57 per
cent on a year-on-year
basis, outperforming the
industry, which experienced
single-digit growth in

key categories. In the
preceding financial year
ended March 2024, the
joint venture had recorded
revenue from operations
at%1,602.87 crore and

a loss of 3267.09 crore.
Moreover, in FY25, Voltas
invested ¥102.41 crore in
the share capital of Voltbek
Home Appliances Private
which was established in
2017 by the Tata group
firm and Argelik, a Turkish
multinational household
appliances company. In
FY25, Voltbek recorded
sales of over 1 million
refrigerators and washing
machines each, establishing
itself as the fastest-growing
home appliances brand in
the country. Voltas' total
investment in Voltbek is
%836.92 crore, representing
a 49 per cent share.

Iran-Israel war may
affect India exports

The escalating tensions between Iran and Israel are also
sending shockwaves through global stock markets, with
India’s benchmark Sensex closing 573 points lower Friday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 15: The Iran-Is-
rael conflict has further increased
global economic uncertainties,
impacting world trade, including
India's exports, as it is expected to
drive up both air and sea freight
rates, exporters say.

They said that India's exports
to Europe and counters like
Russia may get impacted due
to this war. If the conflict con-
tinues for long, the movement of
merchant ships through routes
such as Strait of Hormuz be-
tween Iran and UAE, and Red
Sea would be affected.

"The war will further hurt
global trade. The situation was
gradually improving but now
again the trade will be impact-
ed. Our exports to Europe and
countries like Russia may get
hurt. Freight rates and insur-
ance are expected to increase,"
Federation of Indian Export Or-
ganisations (FIEO) President S
C Ralhan said.

Indian export consignments
gradually started moving
through the Red Sea route but
now again it would get impacted,
he said. The immediate fallout of
the conflict that started on early
Friday or June 13 will be freight
and insurance charges going up
after a period of calm as Red Sea
routes were slowly coming back
tonormal, Mumbai-based export-
er and Technocraft Industries
Ltd Founder Chairman S K Saraf
said. Cargo ships had gradually
returned on Red Sea routes, sav-
ing those 15-20 days while mov-
ing to US and Europe from India
and other parts of Asia.

"The merchant ships will again
avoid the Red Sea which will lead
to escalation of freight costs that
will have to be borne by traders.
If war would go beyond a week, it
can push freight rates by about 50
per cent," he added

The present conflict that be-
gan with an attack on Israel
on October 7, 2023 had brought
cargo movement through Red
Sea routes to a halt due to at-
tacks by Houthi rebels on com-
mercial shipping. After the US
intervened with attacks on the
rebels, the firing on commercial
ships stopped.

"Everything depends on
whether the conflict remains
localised or expands to include
other countries. Its impact will

be first felt in global crude oil
prices," FIEO Director General
Ajay Sahai said.

Apart from the Red Sea route,
this time transit through Strait
of Hormuz is another factor that
is weighing on the world energy
trade. The Strait of Hormuz, lo-
cated between Oman and Iran,
connects the Persian Gulf with
the Gulf of Oman and the Ara-
bian Sea.

Around 21 per cent of global
petroleum liquids consump-
tion passes through that route.
China, India, Japan, and South
Korea were the top destinations
for crude oil moving through
the Strait, Oman also uses this
route to supply liquefied natural
gas to India. Only Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) have operating pipelines
that can circumvent the Strait
of Hormuz.

Around 80 per cent of India's
merchandise trade with Europe
passes through the Red Sea and
substantial trade with the US also
takes this route. Both these geog-
raphies account for 34 per cent of
the country's total exports.

India's exports to Israel have
fallen sharply to $2.1 billion in
2024-25 from $4.5 billion in 2023-
24. Imports from Israel came
down to $1.6 billion in the last
fiscal from $2.0 billion in 2023-24.

Similarly, exports to Iran of
$1.4 billion, which were at the
same level in 2024-25 as in 2023-
24, could also suffer. India's
imports from Iran were at $441
million in FY25 as against $625
million in the previous year.

The conflict adds to the pres-
sure world trade was under
after the US President Donald
Trump announced high tariffs.
The government is expected to
hold meetings with exporters in
the coming days to discuss the
recent developments.

Based on the tariff war im-
pact, the World Trade Organisa-
tion (WTO) has already said that
the global trade will contract 0.2
per cent in 2025 as against the
earlier projection of 2.7 per cent
expansion.

India's overall exports that
had grown 6 per cent on year
to $825 billion in 2024-25 were
expected to touch $1 trillion by
the end of this year, according to
FIEO, and it could fall well short
of this target due to geopolitical
uncertainties.

The tea sector is
witnessing frequent
fluctuations in pro-

duction due to erratic rainfall,
waterlogging and a rise in
temperature, exceeding 35
degrees Celsius. Climate change
adaptation and mitigation have
become a major challenge to
keep the sector sustainable

ARUIT RAHA | SECRETARY GENERAL, ITA

AGEL TOPS NSE ESG RATINGS

Adani Green Energy Limited (AGEL) has been
ranked first in the ESG (Environmental, Social, and
Governance) ratings in utilities, power sector by
NSE Sustainability Ratings & Analytics Ltd, an entity
of the National Stock Exchange (NSE). Additionally,
AGEL is also among the top five entities in ESG rat-
ings assessed from the top 100 listed companies by
revenue across the NSE. NSE recently launched its
ESG ratings for listed companies

Iran-Israel conflict, likely to drive mkts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 15: Stock
investors will track the on-
going conflict between Iran
and Israel, Brent crude oil
prices, inflation data and US
Fed interest rate decision for
further cues this week, ana-
lysts said.

Tariff-related news would
also dictate trends in the eq-
uity market, experts noted.
Stock markets faced height-
ened volatility last week and
ended in the red amid esca-
lating geopolitical tensions,
which sparked a risk-off senti-
ment. Investor sentiment was
hit hard on surging oil prices
as fears of supply disruptions
resurfaced.

"Indian stock markets are
likely to follow the global
trend, following rising ten-
sion in the Middle East amid
the Israel-Iran conflict, which
could fuel further pessimism
and prompt investors to flee
riskier assets. Also, traders

INDIAN STARTUPS
RAISE $184.75MN

INDO- ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, June 15: Indian
startups continued to attract
investor interest as 20 startups
raised around $184.75 million in
funding this week.

The deals included five
growth-stage and 14 early-stage
startups, while one startup
chose not to disclose its funding
details. Seed funding dominat-
ed the funding types this week,
with several startups raising
capital in their early journey.

Other rounds included Series
A, pre-seed, pre-Series A, and
even late-stage funding rounds
like Series G. The startup activ-
ity was also spread across cit-
ies. Bengaluru led with nine
deals, followed by Delhi-NCR
with five.

i, Kolkata,
Chennai also saw their start-
ups securing investments.
Sector-wise, fintech startups
emerged at the top with six
funding deals. Deeptech and
OTT sectors followed with two
deals each, while other sectors
such as aerospace, foodtech,
e-commerce, and sportstech
also saw positive movement.

Among the key highlights
of the week was fintech uni-
corn CRED, led by Kunal Shah,
which secured $72 million from
investors, including Lathe In-
vestment, RTP Global, Sofina
Ventures, and QED Innovation
Labs.

FlexilLoans, a fintech plat-
form focused on MSMEs, also
raised $44 million in its Series
Cround, while EV component
startup Vecmocon raised a
total of $18 million in its Se-
ries A round, with $8 million
coming in this week through
both primary and secondary
transactions.

will exercise caution ahead
of US Federal Reserve interest
rate decision on Wednesday,
coupled with other central
banks of Japan and the UK an-
nouncing their interest rates

separately,"” Ketan Vikam,
Head of Sales at financial
services provider Almondz

SENSEX
NIFTY

Institutional Equities, said.

Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty tumbled
nearly 1 per cent Friday last
week as weak global markets
and a spike in Brent crude oil
prices weighed on investor
sentiment.

"Looking ahead, investors

are expected to remain
cautious amid premium
valuations and geopolitical
risks. All eyes are now on
the upcoming US Fed meet-
ing. The Fed's commentary
and economic projections
will be closely scrutinised
for future policy cues," Vi-
nod Nair, Head of Research,
Geojit Investments Limited,
said.

Last week, the BSE bench-
mark tanked 1,070.39 points
or 1.30 per cent, and the Nifty
declined 284.45 points or 1.13
per cent. Markets would also
track trends in global equities
and movement in the rupee,
analysts said.

Siddhartha Khemka, Head
- Research, Wealth Manage-
ment, Motilal Oswal Finan-
cial Services Ltd, said, "Over-
all, we expect the market to
remain subdued on the back
of weak global cues, while
industry-specific news flows
would continue to drive sec-
toral movements."

Red FM’s ‘Sajja Bajja Raja’ celebrates Odisha’s culture

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 15:
The vibrant spirit of Odisha’s
beloved Raja festival came
alive at Esplanade One Mall
here as Red FM launched its
much-awaited ‘Sajja Bajja Ra-
ja’ festival 2025. The three-day
celebration kicked off June
14 and will conclude June 16.
The event witnessed a grand
turnout of over 3,000 visitors,
transforming the venue into a
hub of culture, entertainment,
and community celebration.
Raja Rajkumari contest was the
heart of event, showcasing the
charm, talent, and confidence

of 30 spirited participants.
Alongside, a variety of local
food stalls and a lively game
zone Kept visitors engaged and
entertained throughout the
event. Organised with the aim
of promoting Odisha’s rich cul-

AIF investments up
32% t0 35.38 lakh cr

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 15: India's
affluent investors are increas-
ingly turning to Alternative
Investment Funds (AIFs),
with investments in the space
reaching%5.38 lakh crore by the
end of the March 2025 quarter,
a surge of 32 per cent from the
year earlier.

This increase is being driven
by heightened market volatility
and shifting global macroeco-
nomic conditions, prompting
the wealthy to seek more diver-
sified and resilient portfolio op-
tions, according to investment
advisory firm Multi-Act Trade
and Investments.

This trend marks a departure
from the traditional equity-debt
mix, as the country's affluent
investors or High Net worth In-
dividuals (HNIs) move into the
AlFs space, which include pri-
vate equity, hedge funds, real
assets, private credit, and oth-
er non-traditional instruments
that typically have low correla-
tion with public markets.

The appeal of these alterna-
tives is driven by their poten-
tial to offer higher returns as
well as stability during periods
of market stress.

"As HNIs navigate persistent

volatility, global macroeconom-
ic shifts, and a low-yield envi-
ronment, the demand for diver-
sified and resilient portfolios is
on the rise," Multi-Act noted.

To support this view, Sebi da-
ta showed that cumulative in-
vestments in Indian AIF's surged
32 per cent year-on-year to 35.38
lakh crore in Q4 FY2025 from
%4.07 lakh crore in Q4 FY2024.
This suggests a clear shift in
asset allocation strategy among
HNIs and family offices.

"Family office portfolios have
a really long horizon, so their
ability to participate in private
investments is much higher
than most other investors,"
the firm added, highlighting a
key advantage that allows these
entities to engage in alternative
assets. Multi-Act attributed
this increase to a combination
of factors such as the need for
diversification, a hedge against
inflation, and access to expert
management.

AlIFs have been divided into
three categories I, II, and III

- covering early-stage ven-

ture capital, private equity,
private credit, infrastructure,
and long-short hedge strategies
-- each offering a unique mix
of risk, return potential, and
liquidity.

tural heritage, the festival also
served as a vibrant platform for
local talent and entrepreneur-
ship. The immersive blend of
traditional festivities and mod-
ern attractions made the ‘Sajja
Bajja Rajja’ festival a standout
addition to this year’s Raja cel-
ebrations in the city. The event
was supported by Shuvam
Construction as the title part-
ner, with HCG Panda Cancer
Hospital as the health partner.
TBZ, joined as the jewellery
partner, while the Institute of
Management Bhubaneswar
partnered in the education seg-
ment. OrissaPost served as the
official print partner.

NEA exports power
to B’desh via India

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kathmandu, June 15: The Ne-
pal Electricity Authority (NEA)
Sunday resumed exporting 40
megawatts (MW) of electricity
to Bangladesh through India’s
power transmission system.

The resumption follows a tri-
partite agreement signed in 2023
between the NEA, the Bangla-
desh Power Development Board
(BPDB), and India’s NTPC Vidyut
Vyapar Nigam Limited (NVVN).

Under the agreement, the
NEA will export electricity to
Bangladesh for five months -
from June 15 to November 15 -
during Nepal's peak production
period in the rainy season. NEA
Deputy Manager Subarna Sap-
kota of the Electricity System
Control Department stated that
a total of 146.88 million units of
electricity will be exported over
this period, generating an esti-
mated %129 crore in revenue.

The electricity will be trans-
mitted from Nepal’s 400 kV
Dhalkebar Substation, routed
through Muzaffarpur and Beh-
rampur in India, before reach-
ing the Bheramara Substation
in Bangladesh.

According to the NEA, the ex-
port resumed at midnight on Sat-
urday after Bangladesh opened a
letter of credit (LC), clearing the
way for the transaction.

AC sales growth cools amid peak demand season

Climate change is likely to disturb the industry as IMD has predicted gradual drop in temperature from the mid of June as a western disturbance is expected to move in

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 15: Unrelent-
ing heatwave across north and
east regions has spiked sales of
room air-conditioners (RAC) in
June, but intermittent rains
in several part of the country
amid peak demand season have
forced the industry players to
lower sales projections to 10-15
per cent for this year.

The summer, which is the
peak season for sales of room
air-conditioners, has disap-
pointed AC makers this time,
though there are some silver
lining in June with impulse
purchases happening due to
the heatwave.

RAC makers said after hav-

ing an encouraging numbers
in February and March, helped
by an early arrival of summer,
they were expecting a high
double-digit volume growth
of around 25 per cent from the
last year, and had also built up
inventory.

"We all had planned for a 25
to 30 per cent growth, which is
not going to take place. This is
a disappointing summer; that is
the truth. It is part and parcel
of the game," Blue Star Man-
aging Director B Thiagarajan
told PTI.

"We have to manage the sit-
uation and move forward," he
said, adding that now the RAC
industry will end up with 10 to
15 per cent growth this year, de-

spite a good start in February
and March.

The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) had last week
said that temperatures are like-
ly to have a gradual drop from

the mid of June as a western
disturbance is expected to move
in, bringing cooler winds, rain,
and thunderstorms.
According to Thiagarajan,
the current June quarter will

be bad for the RAC industry.
However, he expects a bounce
back in the September quarter.
He expects some recovery in
the festive season and also in
the quarter when the energy
label changes, as makers offer
discounts to liquidate the old
inventory.

"A lot of pre-buying takes
place whenever energy label
changes are there. People will
end up buying in that quarter,"
he said.

Voltas MD & CEO Pradeep
Bakshi said in the last two
months, there has been hardly
any growth for the industry in
comparison to 2024 sales.

"Rather, actually, there has
been a de-growth for the in-

dustry. So, I don't think people
are now looking at big growth
numbers in the first quarter
(June quarter). Hitting last
year's number would itself be
a challenge," Bakshi said.

The peak summer months
have actually been impacted by
the weather. It played a spoil-
sport during the peak summer
months. After losing April and
May, it's difficult to recover in
the rest 10 months, said Bakshi.

However, he also added last
some days are showing good re-
sults as summers are peaking
up, temperatures are rising, es-
pecially in the northern region
of the country, which may pave
the way for better results in the
coming months.
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Poor show continues

INDIA SUFFER SIXTH CONSECUTIVE DEFEAT IN PRO LEAGUE, LOSE 2-3 TO AUSTRALIA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Antwerp (Belgium), June 15:
The Indian men's hockey team's
wretched run in the Europe-
an leg of the FIH Pro League
continued as it endured sixth
defeat in a row, losing 2-3 to
Australia, here Sunday.

India have already lost
matches to Netherlands, Ar-
gentina even as all the games
were close.

Former India captain Man-
preet Singh, who played his
400th match Sunday, failed to
inspire his side despite taking
the early lead.

Sanjay (3rd minute) and Dil-
preet Singh (36th) scored for
India, while Tim Brand (4th),
Blake Govers (5th) and Cooper
Burns (18th) sounded the board
for Australia.

India stared on a positive

SHORT TAKES

Nishant keeps perfect
start in pro boxing

New Delhi: Indian boxer Nishant
Dev continued his impressive
start in the professional circuit
with a commanding unanimous
victory over Mexico's Josue Silva
in the super-welterweight division
at the iconic Madison Square
Garden Theatre in New York.
The 24-year-old cruised through
the six-round contest, with all
three judges scoring the bout
60-54 in his favour, showing his
dominance in what was only his
second professional outing. The
fight featured on the undercard
of the high-profile clash between
Richardson Hitchins and George
Kambosos Jr. Though he was
unable to get the knock out, Dev
impressed with his sharp shot
selection.

Inter Miami, Al Ahly
see scoreless draw

Miami Gardens: Lionel Messi
was denied on a long shot in extra
time and Inter Miami and Egypt's
Al Ahly settled for a scoreless
draw in the opening game of

the Club World Cup. Argentina's
eight-time Ballon d'Or winner
kicked a long, curling shot from
the right side that was tipped

by diving goalkeeper Mohamed
Elshenawy Saturday night and
brushed off the crossbar in the
96th minute front of a crowd of
more than 60,000 at Hard Rock
Stadium. Messi also shaved

the post with a free kick in the
60th minute in the second half.
Miami had its own good fortune,
surviving a first half onslaught by
12-time African champion Al Ahly,
with goalkeeper Oscar Ustari
saving a penalty from Trezeguet
just before the break.

MGD1 advance to
knockout round

London: A day after becoming the
first Indian side to clinch the FIDE
World Rapid Team Championship
title, Team MGD1 gave another
commanding performance to
secure a spot in the knockout
round of the 'Blitz' tournament,
keeping it in contention for a
golden double here. With 16
teams moving into the knockouts
from four Pools, Team MGD1 in
Pool D, played out just one draw
-- against Team Hungary -- and
won all their other matches to
end the day on 23 match points. A
total of 53 teams competed in the
round-robin pool stage, with the
top-four from each group making
it to the knockout.

note, dominating the early
share of exchanges. Three min-
utes into the match, India took
the lead through Sanjay who
scored from a rebound from

their first penalty corner.

But India's joy was short-
lived as Tim Brand equalised a
minute later, beating goalkeepr
Krishan Bahadur Pathak all

ends up.

A minute later, Australia
took lead when Blake Govers
scored from top of the cir-
cle, again beating Pathak all
ends up.

The Kookaburras thereafter
completely dominated the pro-
ceedings, earning as many as
four penalty corners, the last of
which was converted by Cooper
Burns in the 18th minute.

In the 24th minute, Pathak
made a good save to deny Da-
vis Atkin. Australia had an-
other penalty corner soon but
Pathak was up to the task. In
the 27th minute, India secured
back-to-back penalty corners
but failed to utilise the chance.
India bounced back after the
change of ends when Dilpreet
Singh scored in the 36th minute
after being set up by Shilanand
Lakra and Abhishek.

Thereafter Australia domi-
nated the proceedings.

The Kookaburras pressed
hard on the Indian defence
and earned as many as three
penalty corners in the last 10
minutes but Pathak stood firm
in the front of the goal to deny
the opponents.

400 CAPS, COUNTING

India midfield maestro Manpreet Singh became the only second Indian hockey
player to don the international cap for the 400th time when he took the field Sunday
for the Hockey Pro League 2024/25 match against Australia, adding his name to an
elite list of legends who have graced the world stage with unwavering consistency
and heart. The 33-year-old midfielder from Punjab, a place synonymous with Indian |
hockey folklore, now stands as the second-highest capped Indian men’s player

of all time, behind only former captain and current hockey India president Dilip
Tirkey (412 caps). Speaking on the milestone, an emotional Manpreet said, "I still
remember the goosebumps | felt in my debut game. To be standing here, 400 games
later, is beyond anything I imagined. This milestone is shared with every coach who
pushed me, every teammate who backed me, and every fan who believed in me
when | needed it most. I'm still learning, still growing — and I play with the same

hunger today as | did at 19." From his debut in 2011 as a spirited 19-year-old to becoming the heartbeat of the Indian mldﬁeld
Manpreet’s career mirrors Indian hockey’s resurgence. He has won four Asian Champions Trophy titles (2013, 2018, 2023,
2024), two Asian Games Gold medals (2014, 2023). two Olympic bronze medals (2020, 2024), two Commonwealth Games Silver
medals (2014, 2022), podium finishes at the 2014-15 and 2016-17 FIH World League and Hockey Champions Trophy in 2018.
Manpreet’s consistency on the field has been matched by his recognition off it. His accolades underline his immense contribu-
tion to Indian sport. He was awarded Arjuna Award in 2018, became FIH Men’s Player of the Year in 2019, conferred with Major
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award in 2021 along with Hockey India Balbir Singh Sr. Player of the Year in 2019 and Hockey India
Ajit Pal Singh Award for Midfielder of the Year - 2014, 2021.

Hillang scripts history with gold at
South Asian Bodybuilding C’ship

First woman
athlete from
Arunachal Pradesh to
win gold in physique
sports at an
international
tournament

AGENCIES

Thimphu, June 15:
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Pema Khandu lavished
praise on Hillang Yajik, who
made history by clinching gold
and silver at the 15th South
Asian Bodybuilding and Phy-
sique Sports Championships
2025 in Thimphu, Bhutan.
Yajik, who hails from
Arunachal Pradesh, clinched
a gold medal in the Women's
Model Physique (up to 155 cm)
category and a silver medal
in another category. Follow-
ing her splendid performance
at the event, Yajik became
the first woman athlete from
Arunachal Pradesh to win gold
in physique sports at an inter-

national tournament.
Khandu hailed Yajik for
her dazzling performance at
the 15th South Asian Body-
building and Physique Sports
Championships 2025 in Thim-

phu, held from June 11 to 15.

"Big applause to Ms. Hill-
ang Yajik for her phenomenal
feat at the 15th South Asian
Bodybuilding & Physique
Sports Championships 2025
in Thimphu, Bhutan! With 1
Gold and 1 Silver medal, she
becomes the first-ever woman
from our state to clinch an in-
ternational Gold in physique
sports -- a trailblazer in every
sense! Your dedication, dis-
cipline, and determination
have carved a proud chapter
for Arunachal and the nation.
More power to you, Hillang,"
Khandu wrote on X.

Union Minister of Parlia-
mentary Affairs Kiren Rijiju
congratulated Yajik for her re-
cord-shattering performance
and wrote n X, "I'm delighted
as India's Miss Hillang Yajik
wins 1 Gold and 1 Silver Med-
al at 15th South Asian Body-
building & Physique Sports
Championships 2025 at Thim-
phu in Bhutan. Hillang Yajik
is from Arunachal Pradesh,
who has created a history.
Hearty Congratulations to
Hillang Yajik!"

SPORTS

Eves suffer narrow loss
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India women’s
hockey team loses
1-2 to Australia
in Pro League

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, June 15: The Indian
women's hockey team fought on
equal terms against Australia
but conceded a last-minute goal
to lose 1-2 in its FIH Pro League
match here Sunday.

This was India's second con-
secutive defeat to the same
opponents as they had lost 2-3
Friday. India took the lead
in the third minute through
a field goal from Vaishnavi
Phalke and they were 1-0 up
at half-time. But Australia re-
stored parity in the 37th minute
through Amy Lawton.

The match was heading to-
wards a draw but Lexie Pick-
ering scored the winner from
a penalty-corner variation in
the 60th minute to break Indi-
an hearts.

India made a bright start to
the game as they won three
back-to-back penalty corners
in the very first minute, add-

THIRD YEAR IN ROW

Ferrari clinches the
24 Hours of Le Mans

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Le Mans (France), June 15:
Ferrari won the 24 Hours of Le
Mans for the third year run-
ning Sunday but a late surge
from Porsche Penske Motor-
sport denied the Italian manu-
facturer a podium sweep.

The No 83 Ferrari 499P crew
of Robert Kubica, Ye Yifei and
Philip Hanson took the win as
Ferrari won for the 12th time
in the 93rd edition of the storied
race, which began 102 years ago.
Their bright-yellow car, private-
ly entered by the AF Corse team,
got the better of Porsche and the
two official factory-entered Fer-
raris. Kubica took the checkered
flag after a marathon spell at the
wheel Sunday afternoon to make
sure of the win.

“It has been a long 24 hours,”
Kubica said to his team over the
radio and thanked them in Italian.
“Enjoy.” It's a career highlight for
40-year-old Polish driver Kubica,
whose promising Formula 1 ca-
reer was interrupted in 2011 when
a crash while competing in a rally
left him with severe injuries.

Beckham knighted by mg Charles 111

The former
Manchester United
and England captain
is now 'Sir David
Beckham', a title
befitting one of the
most influential and
celebrated footballers
of all time

AGENCIES

London, June 15: Football icon
David Beckham has officially re-
ceived a Knighthood from King
Charles III Saturday, honouring
his outstanding contributions to
sport and charity.

The former Manchester United
and England captain is now 'Sir
David Beckham, a title befitting
one of the most influential and
celebrated footballers of all time.

Widely regarded as one of
the greatest midfielders in the

history of the game, Beckham
enjoyed a stellar playing career
that spanned across top clubs
and continents. He represented
footballing giants such as Man-
chester United, Real Madrid,
AC Milan, Paris Saint-Ger-

main, and LA Galaxy, leaving
his mark with world-class
performances and a legacy of
excellence.

At the international level,
Beckham donned the England
shirt 115 times between 1996

and 2009, scoring 17 goals, and
captained his country in many
memorable moments.

His club career is decorated
with silverware. At Manchester
United, Beckham was an inte-
gral part of Sir Alex Ferguson's
golden era, playing 265 Premier
League matches and scoring 62
goals. Beckham later moved to
Real Madrid, where he made
116 appearances and netted 13
goals. His football journey then
took him to the United States,
and joined LA Galaxy, contrib-
uting 18 goals in 98 appearances.

Beckham also signed for AC
Milan, making 29 appearances
and scoring 2 goals, and end-
ed his playing career at Paris
Saint-Germain.

He has been a UNICEF Good-
will Ambassador since 2005.

Beckham was in India and
watched India's semifinal clash
against New Zealand in Mumbai
on November 15 during the Men's
Cricket World Cup. He interact-
ed with cricket greats like Virat
Kohli and Sachin Tendulkar.
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ing pressure on the Australian
backline. India carried on their
momentum and scored the
opening goal as early as the
third minute to take charge of
the match.

Navneet Kaur carried the ball
forward and passed it to Sharmi-
la Devi to the left. Devi played it
to the far post for Vaishnavi to
deflect the ball into the net.

India continued to pile on the
pressure as Navneet came close
to extending the lead but nar-
rowly missed the target.

Minutes later, Australia
won two back-to-back penalty
corners towards the end of first
quarter but India did well at the
back to maintain their lead.

Australia improved their per-
formance in the second quarter
and started creating goal-scor-
ing chances. Both sides ex-
changed possession and battled
it out in the midfield but they
couldn't be separated in the
second quarter as India head-
ed into the second half with a
goal in hand.

Australia were more domi-
nant in the third quarter and
caused troubles for the Indian
defence. Greta Hayes came teas-
ingly close to scoring a goal as

2 B

she struck a shot towards an
empty net. However, the ball
was accidentally stopped by
her own teammate.

In the 37th minute, Australia
were on the attack again and
Lawton managed to find the
equaliser through a brilliant
field goal.

Lawton did well to win the
ball from an India defender and
then unleashed a powerful shot
from the edge of the circle, past
the keeper into the bottom right
corner.

In the fourth and final quar-
ter, India earned a penalty cor-
ner but the Australian keeper
was up to the task to keep her
side in the contest.

In the 54th minute, India won
four penalty corners in a row
but they failed to find the net. In
their third attempt, India were
unlucky not to take the lead.
Neha fired a shot which took a
deflection and struck the post.

With 34 seconds left on the
clock, Australia converted a
penalty corner to complete
their comeback in the match.

Tatum Stewart played the
perfect pass to Pickering who
deflected the ball into the net to
hand Australia all three points.

RPL kICkS off in grand style

Bengaluru Bravehearts
& Delhi Redz split points;
Chennai Bulls and
Hyderabad Heroes win
handsomely

INDO-ASTAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, June 15: It was a
red-letter day in the sport of
rugby as the inaugural season
of the Rugby Premier League
(RPL) kicked off in grand style
Sunday evening at the Shahaji
Raje Bhosale Sports Complex
(Andheri Sports Complex).

All six franchises were in
action on the opening day,
giving the fans a fantastic ex-
perience of one of the oldest
sports in the world.

On Day 1, the Bengaluru
Bravehearts and Delhi Redz
played out a nail-biter that end-
ed in a tie, whilst the Chennai
Bulls and Hyderabad Heroes
bagged comprehensive wins.

The opening match of Season
1 of the RPL had the Bengalu-
ru Bravehearts taking on the
Delhi Redz, in what turned out
to be an absolute humdinger.
After four quarters of intense
rugby, with both sides going
for the kill, the Bengaluru
Bravehearts and the Delhi
Redz shared the spoils, as the
scores read 21-21.

For the Bengaluru Brave-
hearts, Akuila Rokolisoa
scored two Tries in the first
and second quarters respec-
tively, whilst Philip Wokorach
added a third in the penulti-
mate quarter. Akuila Rokoli-
soa was also on hand to com-
plete the conversions as well.
The Delhi Redz, who conceded
early, though roared back with
Patrick Okongo scoring two
Tries, in the first quarter and
third quarter.

The Redz also had Matias
Osadczuk get on the score-
sheet with a try in the second
quarter. Matias Osadczuk and

Deepak Punia were also able
to convert their kicks, helping
the Redz level things before the
final whistle.

Match two of the opening
day saw the Chennai Bulls win
at a canter against the Mum-
bai Dreamers, with the score
reading 24-5. It was a tight first
quarter, with neither side get-
ting on the scoresheet. How-
ever, after that, the Chennai
Bulls settled in and took con-
trol. Terry Kennedy scored
tries in the second and third
quarter, and Vaafauese Ma-
liko along with Muhammed Ep,
added to the list of tries with
their efforts in quarter two
and four. Terry Kennedy was
also able to convert his kick,
and Joaquin Pellandini added
another couple of points for the
Bulls. For the Mumbai Dream-
ers, it was Henry Hutchinson
who managed to get the first
points of the tournament for
his side when he scored a try
early in the final quarter.

In the final game of the day,
the Hyderabad Heroes put on
a fine display — showing great
co-ordination within them-
selves, as they swatted aside
the Kalinga Black Tigers, with
the score at 24-14. Joji Nasova’s
try put Hyderabad in the lead
before Maurice Longbottom’s
try brought things to level
pegging. Both the sides had al-
so converted their kicks, and
continued to trade blows in
the second quarter with Hy-
derabad’s Manuel Moreno and
Kalinga’s Harry Mcnulty add-
ing tries for their teams. More-
no and Longbottom converted
the kicks after that once again,
as the teams stayed locked on
points, with the game on a
knife-edge.

In the second half, Hyder-
abad were out of the blocks
quicker than their opposition
as Javed Hussein and Kevin
Wekesa, added a try each in the
third and fourth quarter to put
the seal on the win.
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