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Hollywood actress Jennifer Aniston

Nostalgia will paint your work-
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help you chase away the blues. That acters that challenge societal norms or delve into sensitive
Hl TAURUS —_— Bhumi Pednekar, during the launch of £

place a bright energetic red

exterior and efficient capabilities. Medals and career with the help of romance. I feel
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You may have a wide circle ¥
?g:ﬁ::nggfaQ?gﬁguwtiEOday’ = Mumbai: Bhumi Pednekar is known for making unconven-
prove to be beneficial, Your friends will tional movie choices in Bollywood, often portraying char-
way, you will also understand the deeper topics. She has a track record of selecting films that tackle
role of friendship, says Ganesha. issues like LGBTQ+ rights, premature baldness, and

erectile dysfunction, demonstrating her commit-

ment to diverse and thought-provoking roles.

: her movie The Royals, was asked why love

stories are not made as frequently in Bol-
today, says Ganesha. All the problems that life lywood nowadays. She said, “If you look at
throws at youwill be deflected by your tough the superstars of the 90s, they made their
trophies beckon as you taste success and that today, that genre is not taken seri-
emerge a winner. ously. It’s truly tough convincing people

that you are in love with a stranger.
0000000000000 00000000000000 Andit’satoughbusiness'”

She continued, “I don’t know why
l GEMINI . people don’t write (romance) enough
You will ponder over religious but there are always seasons. Ek sea-

and social issues and discuss son chal raha tha aur mujhe lagta
and debate the issue with hai ki ab pyaar ka season wapas aa

your family members and make your . . .
opinions known to them. This apart, you gaya hai. 1 feel that in the midst of

will probably discuss on issues like law, all the testosterone cinema, it’ll be a

education, social obligations, and culture breath of fresh air for The Royals to be

with those close to you, says Ganesha. here. I really hope that the air changes
thanks to The Royals and more romance

is written.”
Il CANCER She al- so  jokingly
clarified,

“Main ba-
romance 4
hi hoon,
AL mein!”

You may have to %ive more
priority to your job. You )
will swiftly finish the task entrusted to qu ra

you with concentration. Your zeal for Dpicturon

work will be high. You will give so much AGENCIES
importance to friends that you will go
out of way to meet them.

hut saara

M LEO

Be it a job or business, you

will face severe competition =

today. You will need to

be extra cautious today. You will need
- to be more serious about whatever it

is that you are doing. You will become

more influential in your social circle or

amongst your colleagues as a results,

Mumbai: Actress Mouni Roy

says Ganesha. recently walked the ramp at
a fashion event, turning

heads with her striking
H VIRGO look and a large maang
Today may prove to be a teeka that covered her

forehead. This subtle fash-
ion choice sparked renewed
speculation about alleged
cosmetic procedures, a topic
she has frequently been as-

turning point for you. You will
explore the opportunities to
secure the money needed to make
your future bright. Matters regarding
relationships will be on the top of your

priority list today. You may feel inclined ) ; ;
towards spirituality, and Ganesha says as sociated with. When asked
_ such you may try doing meditation or yoga. Nr about it during a quick in-

& o : . ; S teraction as reported by a
; : Foar N el . =8, news channel, Mouni grace-
- fully steered away from the
discussion, stating that it
was a conversation for a
future interview and assur-
ing that she would eventu-
ally speak on the matter.
Beyond acting, Mouni’s
8 beauty secrets are admired
by fans and media alike. In
an interaction with an en-

UBRA s N

Ganesha says your friend

who is very influential

will be lucky for you. You will be
able to start a new joint venture
business with out any obstacles.
Your efficiency and hard work will be
appreciated.

Il SCORPIO

You reveal your true avatar
of being adventurous today,
feels Ganesha. It's a favour-
able day for businessmen as they would
make plans that would yield them huge
profits. With your great communication
and convincing power, you are going to

ANISTON USING HYPNOSIS TO
CURE EXTREME FEAR OF FLYING

undergoing hypnosis in a bid to cure her ex-
treme fear of flying. The Friends star, 55, has
been battling the phobia for years and devel-
oped a superstition which involved tapping
the outside of the plane with her right hand
and stepping onboard with her right foot.

KHLOE ANNOUNCES
NEW REALITY SHOW

has been Reality TV personality Khloe Kardashian revealed

that she is working on a brand new reality show

that will act as a spin-off to The Kardashians. The
40-year-old star featured alongside her Kardashi-
an-Jenner family with the E! series Keeping Up
with the Kardashians in 2007, and they now all
appear on The Kardashians.
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Shruti takes a trip
down memory lane

Chennai: Actress Shruti Haas-
an recently took fans down
memory lane by sharing a
throwback image from her very
first campaign shoot. Dressed
in a breezy blue ensem-
\ ble with a beachside
. backdrop, the image
\ captures a young and
wide-eyed Shruti at
the beginning of her
artistic journey.
While the post
struck a nostalgic
chord with long-
time fans, it also
sparked interest
among newer fol-
lowers, offering a
, rare look at the
. actress before
_' she became the
force she is

+ bands to tak-
ing on com-
. plex film
':1\ roles, Shru-
- ti has con-
@{\ sistently

4V evolved

71 - and this

2

s glow-up secrets |

tertainment portal, she shared
that she swears by drinking
8-10 glasses of water daily, us-
ing sunscreen religiously, and
moisturizing without fail. She’s
an advocate for homemade skin-
care, favoring aloe vera and tur-
meric face packs—and always
removes makeup thoroughly
after shoots.

Known for her roles in
Naagin and Brahmastra Mouni

also believes in weekly facial |

massages to improve circula-
tion and maintain a healthy
glow. When it comes to make-

up, she picks foundations that

match her skin tone and |
highlights her eyes with
mascara and liner. Known | &
for her chic style and nat- | -
ural charm, Mouni Roy
balances glamour with |
grounded self-care on and /

off screen.
AGENCIES

FUN

impress your superiors today. I PEANUTS

Bl SAGITTARIUS @R | || My 1QUOTE YOU SOHE- 1T MEANS 40U SHOULON'T

According to Ganesha, ~- THING FROM HAMLET? HAVE BORROWED THAT YOU HATE ME,
money is likely to slip-off “NEITHER A BORROWER KID’5 RULER IN THE DON'T 4ou?
your hand easily today. w FIRST PLACE! MAKES

" NOR A LENDER BE”
Try to wave off unnecessary expendi-

ture. The entire day is spent managing
funds, while the evening brings a lot of
positive energy with it. You prefer to
sit back and relax.

40U THINK, DOESN'T IT7

C—

Il CAPRICORN

You may feel utterly
disappointed as all of your
hard-work and planning will
go in vain. You will have difference

of opinion with others and at times
these differences may turn into heated
arguments, predicts Ganesha. Such
disharmonious environment will add
to your anxiety, but don't lose hope.
There is light at the end of the tunnel
and you'll surely get through these
turbulent times.

I WOPE THE TEACHER
DIONT ST AN THING
IMPORTANT.

. Wow, THE LAST TWO
@ HOURS REALLY FLEW BY!
ks

LOCK, TS ALMOST
Il oCLock!

[l AQUARIUS

You have been turning a blind
eye towards the pending
work you are loaded with.
But, today you will take up the challenge
of getting done with the pile of work. You
may clean your desk at work or room,
make payments and purchases, and clear
the mess. It will bring clarity to your life.

et By s TIoas Tymacain

[l PISCES

It is important to plan your f
finances in life, and you will

devote your energies towards

the same today. You might turn stingy

with your money all of a sudden. An
unexpected illness in the family will leave

|

as a quiet reminder of where it
all began.

On the work front, Shruti
Haasan has commenced dub-
bing for Coolie, her upcoming
Tamil film with superstar Ra-
jinikanth. Directed by Lokesh
Kanagaraj, the film recently
wrapped its shoot and is now
in post-production. The team
has officially confirmed that
Coolie will hit theatres August
14, timed perfectly ahead of the
Independence Day weekend.

On the personal front, Shru-
ti on Instagram wrote, “Always
my source of light and strength
and constant source of laugh-
ter; love you the most appa @
ikamalhaasan.”

She also shared a couple of
pictures with her appa. In the
images, the father-daughter duo
can be seen —
sharing P
smiles.
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mrat joins

menstrual
hygiene initiative

Mumbai: As a part of a menstrual hy-
giene initiative, actress Nimrat Kaur
distributed menstrual hygiene Kkits in
the slum communities.

Each menstrual care kit distributed
contains supplies that last an entire

month — including sanitary napkins, dis-
posal pouches, and hygiene essentials
— along with educational materials

promoting safe menstrual practices.
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Speaking about her involvement,
Nimrat shared, “Menstruation
is a necessary, natural, and cru-
cial part of any woman’s health.

t it continues to be shrouded
ilence and stigma, especially
the underprivileged areas.

When Hemkunt Foundation

approached me with their
“Dhabba Nahi” campaign, I
felt an urgent and deep sense
of responsibility to be a part
of it. Affordability and ac-
cess to menstrual products
should not be a luxury - it’s a
fundamental right. I hope this

1 effort not only helps dispel this

ridiculous taboo around some-
thing so basic to life but also
ensures normalising conver-

| sations around periods, so no

girl ever has to feel shame or
miss school because of her
| period and no adult woman
should ever feel awkward
~ about anything related to
| periods.”
|  Meanwhile, on the occa-
| sion of World Earth Day on
. Tuesday, Nimrat witnessed
| the vibrant Buransh flower
| blossom in the scenic Ku-
. maon region for the very
| first time.

Reflecting on her deep
connection with the wild,
. Nimrit revealed that she

celebrated her birthday
amidst nature in the Bin-
sar Wildlife Sanctuary.
IANS

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a

manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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Across 24 Accentuate 6 Act of self-
1 Rabbit homes 26 Vardalos of “My aggrandisement
5 Avarice Big Fat Greek (3.4)
8 Meadow Wedding” 7 Volcano feature
9 Pantry 27 Informed 11 Energise
10 Reversible 28 Boxing official 13 Hot time in Haiti
pattern fabric 14 Horse-drawn
12 Like helium Down vehicle
15 Prefix with natal 1 “Bravo!” (4,4) 16 Chief sanctuary
17 Preface 2 Bailiwick of Zeus
18  mater (brain 3 Canon camera 21 Cruise ship
cover) model 22 Greek cheese
19 Pancake topper 4 Plumlike fruit 23 Jetty
20 Fisherman 5 Tyro 25 Grimm character

you worried. But it is likely to be a crisis
which will blow over soon. Do not let it
stress you out, says Ganesha. —

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW
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Honour for Odisha

Odisha to receive two awards
on the occasion of National
' Panchayati Raj Day in Bihar,

Thursday
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Chma tariffs down

Trump announces a substantial
lowering of tariffs on China, easing
global market fears triggered by his
earlier aggressive trade policies

INTERNATIONAL | P8
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IN SOLIDARITY: Union Home Minister Amit Shah meets family members of 26 people killed in the terror attack in Jammu and Kashmir’s Pahalgam and
survivors of the attack, in Srinagar, Wednesday

Security forces
to fill vacuum,
realign forces

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

- Srinagar, April 23: In the af-
termath of the terror strike at
Pahalgam that left 26 tourists
dead, authorities are working
on a plan to fill the security vac-
uum with a permanent deploy-
ment of army and paramilitary
forces in the mountains over-
looking the tourist destination
in the Kashmir valley.

Officials in the security es-
tablishment told PTI that a re-
alignment of the security forces
was also required ahead of the
annual Amarnath pilgrimage,
which begins July 3.

There are no security forces
in the immediate vicinity of the
meadows of the Baisaran Val-
ley which is ringed by dense
forests. The nearest is a unit of
the 3rd battalion of the Rashtri-
ya Rifles (RR) of the Army and a
company of the 116th battalion
of the CRPF, the sources said.

It takes time for the troops to
reach this place from their loca-
tions, which are as far as 10-11
km, to the Bisaran area that is
only approachable on foot or on
horseback, they said.

The security forces usually
patrol the peaks and control
access to them and the mead-
ows from the ground by deploy-
ing check posts in the Kashmir
valley.

The security agencies are
now planning to readjust the
deployment of troops so that
they can be based closer to the
Baisaran Valley area and also
secure the rear of the forests so
that any terrorist movement is
kept under check.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL
ARRIVAL

N p

BOOKING

&r‘

oL

The terrorists spared
me. The airline had
other plans

PTI PHOTO

%20 LAKH BOUNTY FOR INFO ON TERRORISTS: J&K POI.ICE

Srinagar: Police Wednesday announced a bounty of
320 lakh for information leading to the neutralisation of

terrorists involved in the gruesome killing of tourists in a
Pahalgam resort of Jammu and Kashmir. Twenty-six people,
including 24 tourists, were killed when terrorists opened fire

in Pahalgam Tuesday afternoon. Any information leading to f
the neutralisation of terrorists involved in this cowardly act = ¢
shall be rewarded %20 lakh, Anantnag police said in a post |
on its official X handle. The identity of the informer shall be
kept a secret, the police added. Earlier in the day, security .=+
agencies released the sketches of three men suspected to ¥
be involved in the terror attack. The men, all Pakistanis, are

<)

"\.//

Asif Fauji, Suleman Shah and Abu Talha, officials said. They
had code names Moosa, Yunus and Asif and were involved in terror-related incidents in Poonch. The sketches were prepared
with the help of survivors, they said. From the pencil sketches, in black and white, they appear to be young and have beards.

Cabinet nod to 6 major proposals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, April 23: The
state Cabinet headed by Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
Wednesday approved 3108 crore
for the construction of the in-
tegrated Anandapur Barrage
Project in Keonjhar district.
The decision was among six
major proposals cleared across
five departments.

Briefing the media, Chief
Secretary Manoj Ahuja said
the project, under the Water
Resources department, aims
to provide irrigation to 60,000
hectares in Keonjhar and Bal-
asore districts.

The current proposal covers
a segment of the larger project,
focused on creating irrigation
potential for 2,221 hectares un-
der the Baitarani Left Bank Ca-
nal (BLBC) and Baitarani Right
Bank Canal (BRBC) systems.

The project will use an un-
derground pipeline network to
serve a total of 3,450 hectares
of culturable command area
in Keonjhar, Ahuja said. The
project’s deadline is 18 months.

In another major decision,

KEY APPROVALS

© 3108 crore for Anandapur
barrage project

©® Minimum qualification
for fresh Anganwadi
worker appointments
raised to graduation

® Restructuring of the
OSWS and OWS cadres;
creation of 24 new posts

© 32,398.45 crore for 108
EMAS for a period of 5
years

® Nod to proposal on
recruitment of Excise
constables

® Exemption of extra
hour operation fees for
distilleries

the Cabinet approved an
amendment to the Odisha Chil-
dren’s and Women’s Welfare
Service Rules, 1989, raising the
minimum educational qualifi-
cation for appointment as an
ICDS (Integrated Child Devel-
opment Services) supervisor.

Under the revised rules, an
anganwadi worker must now
hold a graduate degree or its
equivalent from a recognised
university, up from the previ-
ous Class X qualification. The
change will apply only to fresh
appointments.

The state government also
announced a restructuring
of the Odisha Subordinate
Welfare Service and Odisha
Welfare Service cadres. This
includes the creation of 24 new
posts across various ranks to
improve administrative effi-
ciency.

The Cabinet also approved
the proposal of the Health and
Family Welfare (H&FW) de-
partment to allocate ¥2,398.45
crore for 108 Emergency
Medical Ambulance Service
(EMAS) for a period of five
years from 2023-24 to 2027-28,
he added.

Besides, two proposals of the
Excise department on recruit-
ment of constables and exemp-
tion of extra hour operation
fees for distilleries, bottling
units and brewery units were
approved by the Cabinet.

Investors richer

‘1 3| Investors adds %36.65 lakh crore
to their wealth in seven days of a
steep rally in the equity market,
where Sensex jumped over 8%

BUSINESS | P9

SENSI
NIFT

Pak ties severed

Stunnmg win

Inter Kashi pull off a stunning
result as they defeat Indian

s Super League runner-ups

| Bengaluru FC, 3-5 on penalties

SPORTS | BACK PAGE
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mindus Water Treaty of 1960 held in abeyance mWagah-Attari
border closed, all visas revoked mAll-party meeting today

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: India
Wednesday downgraded dip-
lomatic ties with Pakistan and
announced a raft of measures
including expulsion of Paki-
stani military attaches, suspen-
sion of the over six-decade-old
Indus Water Treaty and im-
mediate shutting down of the
Attari land-transit post in view
of the cross-border links to the
Pahalgam terror attack.

A day after the brazen attack
that killed 26 civilians, the Cab-
inet Committee on Security
(CCS) met Wednesday evening
under the chairmanship of
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di and firmed up New Delhi’s
retaliatory measures to the
dastardly strike and directed
the security forces to maintain
high vigil.

At alate evening media brief-
ing, Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri announcing the decisions
said the overall strength of the
Pakistani and Indian high
commissions will be brought
down to 30 from the present 55
through further reductions, to
be effected by May 1. The new
retaliatory measures shut down
the few existing diplomatic
mechanisms between the two
sides taking bilateral relations
to yet another new low.

The foreign secretary said
the CCS resolved that the perpe-
trators of the Pahalgam attack
will be brought to justice and
their sponsors held to account.

Misri said the CCS was given
a briefing on the incident in-

cludlng the cross-border link-
ages” of the terrorist attack.

Misri said “the defence, mil-
itary, naval and air advisors
in the Pakistani High Commis-
sion in New Delhi are declared
Persona Non Grata” and they
have a week to leave India. In-
dia will be withdrawing its own
defence, navy and air advisors
from the Indian High Commis-
sion in Islamabad, he said.

“These posts in the respective
High Commissions are deemed
annulled. Five support staff of
the Service Advisors will also
be withdrawn from both High
Commissions,” he said.

The CCS meeting that lasted
for two-and-a-half hours decid-
ed to close the Integrated Check
Post at Attari with immediate
effect. It is the only operational
land border crossing between
the two countries.

Pakistani nationals will not
be permitted to travel to India
under the SAARC Visa Exemp-
tion Scheme (SVES) and any
such visas issued in the past to
Pakistani nationals are deemed
cancelled, Misri said.

The CCS decided that the In-
dus Water Treaty of 1960 will be
held in abeyance with immedi-
ate effect, until Pakistan cred-
ibly and irrevocably abjures

Lakhs of Olive Ridley
hatchlings head to sea

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kendrapara, April 23: In a
grand culmination of the annu-
al mass nesting of endangered
Olive Ridley turtles, lakhs of
hatchlings broke out of egg-
shells to emerge from sandy
pits and crawl towards the sea
at the idyllic Gahirmatha beach
off Bay of Bengal coast in Ken-
drapara district.

The natural phenomenon of
the birth of the hatchlings sans
their mothers left wildlife en-
thusiasts elated, officials said.

Lakhs of hatchlings have
broken out of their eggshells in
the past 48 hours and crawled
towards the sea, an official said.

The emergence of the hatch-
lings marks the grand culmina-
tion of the annual sojourn of the
Olive Ridley turtles along the Ga-
hirmatha beach, regarded as the
world’s largest nesting ground
for these aquatic animals.

The annual sojourn of the
Olive Ridley turtles for mass
nesting, also called ‘arribada’

had come to an end at Nasi-1,
Nasi-2 and Eakakulanasi is-
lands in Kendrapara district
between March 5 and March
10 with over six lakh lakh fe-
male turtles turning up at the
beach to lay eggs, the Assistant
Conservator of Forest, Manas
Das, said. The emergence of
hatchlings would last for at
least seven to 10 days.

The number of babies would
swell considerably in the com-
ing days, the forest official said.

The nesting sites were packed
with the Olive Ridley turtle
hatchlings and the wildlife offi-
cials of Bhitarkanika National
Park stationed at these nesting
grounds were sole witnesses to
the unique natural event, involv-
ing the birth of the babies sans
their mothers, the official said.

In an attempt to curb the
light-induced distraction,
the DRDO has masked the
high-power light from its
Wheelers’ Island missile test
range centre, which is located
close to the nesting ground.

ld folios of Shakespearean plays up for auction

ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, April 23: A set of the
first four editions of William
Shakespeare’s collected works is
expected to sell for up to 4.5 million
pounds at auction next month.

Sotheby’s auction house an-
nounced the sale Wednesday,
Shakespeare’s 461st birthday. It
said the May 23 sale will be the
first time since 1989 that a set
of the First, Second, Third and
Fourth Folios has been offered
at auction as a single lot.

The auction house estimat-
ed the sale price at between 3.5
million and 4.5 million pounds.

After Shakespeare’s death in
1616, his plays were collected in-
to a single volume by his friends
John Heminges and Henry Con-

dell, actors and shareholders
in the playwright’s troupe, the
King’s Men.

The First Folio — fully titled

“Mr. William Shakespeares Com-
edies, Histories & Tragedies” —
contained 36 plays, of which half
were published there for the first
time. Without the book, scholars
say, plays including “Macbeth,”
“The Tempest” and “Twelfth
Night” might have been lost. So-
theby’s called the volume “with-
out question the most significant
publication in the history of En-
glish literature.”

About 750 copies were printed
in 1623, of which about 230 are
known to survive. All but a few
are in museums, universities or
libraries. One of the few First Fo-
lios in private hands sold for $9.9

million at an auction in 2020.

The First Folio proved suc-
cessful enough that an updated
edition, the Second Folio, was
published in 1632, a third in
1663 and a fourth in 1685.

Although the First Folio is
regarded as the most valuable,
the third is the rarest, with 182
copies known to survive. It is
believed the third book’s rari-
ty is because some of the stock
was destroyed in the Great Fire
of London in 1666. The Third
Folio included seven additional
plays, but only one - “Pericles,
Prince of Tyre” — is believed to
be by Shakespeare.

its support for cross-border
terrorism, he said. On closing
of the Integrated Check Post
at Attari, Misri said those who
have crossed over with valid en-
dorsements may return through
that route before May 1.

“Strong expressions of sup-
port and solidarity have been
received from many Govern-
ments around the world, which
have unequivocally condemned
this terror attack,” he said.

The foreign secretary said
the CCS recorded its apprecia-
tion for such sentiments, which
reflect zero tolerance for terror-
ism. In the briefing to the CCS,
the cross-border linkages of the
terrorist attack were brought
out, he said.

Meanwhile, official sources
said the government will be
calling an all-party meeting
Thursday in the wake of the
terror attack in Pahalgam. De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh
is likely to chair it, they said.

Home Minister Amit Shah
and Singh are speaking to lead-
ers of various parties on the is-
sue, the sources said.

It was a day of hushed silenc-
es, angry discussions and cries
of despair as an entire nation
mourned those killed in the
brazen attack. More P6&7

Vadra’s remarks on
Pahalgam attack
spark contrversy

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: Con-
gress leader Sonia Gandhi’s
son-in-law and businessman
Robert Vadra Wednesday trig-
gered a row by suggesting that
non-Muslims were attacked
in Pahalgam as terrorists feel
Muslims are being “mistreat-
ed” in the country, with the
BJP accusing him of using the
language of terrorists and de-
manding his apologies.

Vadra condemned the Pahal-
gam terrorist attack and said
that whenever there are com-
munal issues and people feel
vulnerable, there is division in
the country and neighbouring
countries benefit from it. He
said it is time to separate pol-
itics and religion, and political
parties should introspect.

“When this terrorist act took
place, they (terrorists) were
looking at IDs, people who were
non-Muslims were attacked and
messages were given to the
prime minister. Why is this
happening? Because, they are
feeling that Muslims are being
mistreated in our country,”
Vadra said.

He, however, clarified that
it was his personal view and
he was not speaking on behalf
of the Congress party or his
family.
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downtown

Candlelight marches held to
condermn Pahalgam attack

FOR A CAUSE: Odlsha Youth Congress members hold a candlellght procession in Bhubaneswar Wednesday,
condemning the terrorist attack in J&K and mourning the loss of lives

Across the state, political
parties and organisations
called for justice and a
thorough investigation
into the massacre

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, April 23: Many
political parties, including BJP
and Congress, and a number
of organisations Wednesday
evening took out candlelight
marches across Odisha, con-
demning the Pahalgam terror
attack and demanding stringent
action against those responsible
for the ghastly act.

Congress members, led by
OPCC president Bhakta Cha-
ran Das, took out a candlelight
march from Congress Bhawan
here, while the ruling BJP mem-
bers held a similar procession
near Ram Mandir to pay tribute

_to thosekilled in Tuesday’s ter-

rorist attack.
Speaking on the occasion,
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CLASSIFIED

AFFIDAVIT

By affidavit before
Notary Public,
Bhubaneswar, dated
22.04.2025, I, JAGADISH
KUMAR JENA,

S/0- Gayadhar Jena,
Aadhaar No.- xxxx
XXXX 5248 residing

at Flat No.- B-401,
Snehalata Apartment,
Vivekanandamarg,
Bhubaneswar declare
that my name is
wrongly recorded as
JAGDISH KUMAR
JENA in my son
JIBITESH JENA’s
Birth Certificate

and Educational
Certificates. That
JAGDISH KUMAR
JENA and JAGADISH
KUMAR JENA is one
and same person.

Das alleged that the Pahalgam
incident exposed ‘intelligence
failure’ and ‘failure of both the
Prime Minister and Home Min-
ister’. He demanded a high-level
probe into the incident.

“The BJP-led government is
strong at the Centre, but it could
not take measures to prevent a
repeat of terrorist activities and
eliminate terrorism from the
valley,” he said.

Twenty six tourists, including
one from Odisha, were Kkilled in
the terror attack in Pahalgam.
Prashant Satpathy, a resident of
Balasore district and an employ-
ee of Central Institute of Plastics
Engineering and Technology
(CIPET), was among them.

BJD president and Leader
of Opposition in the Assembly
Naveen Patnaik Wednesday
spoke to Prashant’s elder broth-
er Sushant. “Patnaik conveyed
his deep sympathies to the be-
reaved family and assured all
support,” a statement issued
by the regional party said.

PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

CPI(M) and other Left parties
also took out separate rallies
protesting the terror attack.

An organisation of the Mus-
lim community took out a rally
in Balasore town condemning
the attack and demanding safe-
ty for the common citizens. “We
want justice,” said a banner dis-
played during the rally.

The Hindu Jagaran Manch
and other right-wing organi-
sations also hit the streets con-
demning the terror strike in
the valley and urged the Cen-
tral government to take action
against those responsible for the
terror activities.

Jai Hind, an organisation
following the ideology of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose, also took
out a silent rally protesting the
ghastly act and expressed their
solidarity with the Indian Army
to root out terrorism from the
country.

Reports of candlelight rallies
were also received from differ-
ent districts across Odisha.

7 held with heroin, illicit liquor

Bhubaneswar: Cracking the whip on drugs and illicit liquor trade in the City, the
Excise sleuths Wednesday seized 31 grams of heroin and 215 litres of liquor in con-
nection with three separate cases, and arrested seven peddlers in connection with
the incident. Prima facie, the peddlers had manufactured the liquor with intent to sell
to locals, while more details are yet to be ascertained in the heroin seizure incident.
A senior Excise official said the man arrested in the heroin seizure has been identi-
fied as Hasim Khan. He is a local of Jadupur Tangi Sahi. While, in the later case, the
sleuths have seized 100 litres of illicit liquor, and arrested three persons near Excise
Range-Il division. The sleuths also seized a scooter from them following their arrest.
Similarly, the excise team arrested three persons in another case near the scene, and
seized 115 litres of illicit liquor. The Excise department booked the seven men under
Section 21 (B) of NDPS Act, and produced them before a local court Wednesday.

Majhi launches Works dept’s
project monltorlng dashboard

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, April 23: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
launched Works department’s
project monitoring dashboard
—to monitor various infrastruc-
ture projects across the state in
real time and with greater accu-
racy —at Lok Seva Bhawan here
Wednesday.

According to official sources,
the advanced GIS-based dash-
board allows users to view up-
to-date visuals of public assets
and ongoing projects, including
all major initiatives. Detailed
information about projects at
both the district and block lev-
els is also available.

The chief minister stated that
the dashboard includes road
and satellite maps, enabling
precise location tracking of
each project. He added that the
system will enhance financial
transparency.

An ‘issue tracker’ feature
within the dashboard will fa-

cilitate effective monitoring of
key challenges such as land ac-
quisition, forest land clearance,
and encroachments affecting
projects. Live project tracking,
financial oversight, proactive
risk alerts, and performance
monitoring tools will make
project-related decision-making
more efficient.

The chief minister also men-
tioned that the dashboard will
be further expanded and adopt-
ed by other departments.

This initiative is expected
to strengthen Odisha’s infra-
structure development frame-
work and accelerate the vision
of building a more prosperous
state.

Deputy Chief Minister Prava-
ti Parida, Revenue and Disaster
Management Minister Suresh
Pujari, Works Minister Prithi-
viraj Harichandan, Chief Sec-
retary Manoj Ahuja, Develop-
ment Commissioner Anu Garg
and other senior officials were
present at the event.

Emergency ambulance service till 2027-28

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, April 23: The
state Cabinet, led by Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi,
Wednesday approved continu-
ation of the Emergency Medi-
cal Ambulance Service (EMAS)
from 2023-24 to 2027-28, official
sources said.

The EMAS, a joint initiative
of the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare (MoHFW) and
the state government under the
banner of the ‘National Ambu-
lance Service’, has been oper-
ational in Odisha since March
5, 2013.

The 108 Emergency
Medical Ambulance
Service has served
as a lifeline for the
people of Odisha.

Under this ini-
tiative, provision
has been made
for the delivery
of comprehensive
pre-hospital emer-
gency medical services
through a fleet of ambulances
free of cost for the residents of
Odisha.

CABINET
DECISION

The EMAS-108
service is man-
aged and moni-
tored through a
centralised and
24x7  integrated
call centre with 150
seats.

Phase-II of the scheme
will be implemented over five
years, from 2023-24 to 2027-28,
with an estimated 11-12 lakh

emergency cases (including
pregnant women and children)
to be transported annually by
EMAS-108 ambulances to des-
ignated public health facilities
within a targeted response time
of 20 minutes.

The current EMAS-108 fleet
in the state comprises 866 am-
bulances, including 411 Ad-
vanced Life Support (ALS), 449
Basic Life Support (BLS), and

Vision document for 2036, 2047
to be finalised in 15dys Govt

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, April 23: The
state government has decided
to finalise its vision document
for 2036 and 2047 in the next 15
days after consulting with pub-
lic representatives, common
citizens, members of civil soci-
ety and intellectuals at various
levels, an official statement said
Wednesday.

The decision was taken at the
7th meeting of the state coun-
cil of ministers held here under
the chairmanship of Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi.

Odisha will complete 100
years of formation in 2036,
while India will complete 100
years of independence in 2047.
So, with the support of NITI
Aayog, the government has
started preparing for ‘Odisha
Vision 2036 and 2047’ from Au-
gust 2024, said the statement
issued by the Chief Minister’s
Office (CMO).

In his address, Majhi said
that on the occasion of centena-
ry celebrations of the formation
of the state, the government has
taken an ambitious resolve to
make Odisha a prosperous and
developed state by 2036. This
will also help in achieving the
goal of making our country a

NATIONAL PANCHAYATI RAJ DAY

)

developed nation by 2047, he
said.

Inclusion, prosperity and
wellness are the three pillars
which form the basis of this vi-
sion document. To achieve the
GSDP target of USD 1.5 trillion
by 2047 and to contribute 5 per
cent to India’s GDP, Odisha
needs to exceed and accelerate
the rate of economic growth it
has achieved so far, he said.

“This is both a challenge as
well as an opportunity. This
goal can be achieved through
a collaborative environment,
public-private  investment,
implementation and coordina-
tion through technology,” the
CM said.

In this regard, the state’s
growth transformation journey

will be accelerated by launch-
ing a strategic initiative ‘36 for
36, identifying 36 flagship ini-
tiatives aimed at making a sig-
nificant impact in key sectors
by 2036, he added.

Majhi stressed on the need
for prioritising infrastructur-
al growth and suggested special
plans for expansion of roads
and railways networks, ports
and air connectivity.

It was decided in the meeting
that the ‘Odisha Vision 2036 and
2047’ document will be finalised
in consultation with public rep-
resentatives, common citizens,
members of civil society and
intellectuals at various levels
in the next 15 days by organis-
ing regional workshops at four
different locations in the state.

six boat ambulances.

The EMAS-108 ambulance
service is managed by a private
partner agency.

A total of %2398.45 crore
has been provisioned for the
scheme for a period of five
years from 2023-24 to 2027-28,
according to Chief Secretary
Manoj Ahuja, who briefed the
media following the Cabinet
meeting.

(Bl searches 12 locations
in GDS recruitment fraud

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, April 23: The
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) conducted extensive
searches at 12 locations across
five districts in Odisha in con-
nection with alleged irregu-
larities in Gramin Dak Sevak
(GDS) recruitment in 2023, of-
ficials said Wednesday.

The Central agency had
registered a case in this con-
nection May 9, 2023 following
areference from the Chief Post-
master General, Odisha Circle,
Bhubaneswar, who alleged that
certain candidates had submit-
ted fake matriculation certifi-
cates to secure jobs during the
2023 GDS recruitment process,
an official statement said.

“The CBI search operation
conducted in Khurda, Kala-
handi, Bolangir, Sambalpur
and Keonjhar districts of Odis-
ha targeted the premises of in-
dividuals involved in the case
including middlemen and those
engaged in preparing forged
matriculation certificates of
the Uttar Pradesh Board and
the National Institute of Open
Schooling (NIOS),” the CBI
spokesperson said in a state-
ment.

Several ‘incriminating’ docu-
ments and articles — highlight-
ing the ‘fraudulent activities’ -
were seized by the CBI during
the searches, the officials said.

Odisha to receive two Nat'l Panchayat Awards

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 23: Odi-
sha has earned recognition at
the National Panchayat Awards
2025, winning two prestigious
honours in newly-introduced
special categories. The awards
will be presented on Thursday
during the National Panchayati
Raj Day (NPRD) celebrations at
Lohna Uttar Gram Panchayat
in Madhubani district, Bihar.

The Hatbadra Gram Pancha-
yat from Mayurbhanj district
has been awarded the Atma
Nirbhar Panchayat Special
Award (ANPSA) at second
rank, while the State Institute
for Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj (SIRD&PR),
Odisha, has won the Panchayat
Kshamta Nirman Sarvottam
Sansthan Puraskar (PKNSSP),
also at second rank.

Both recognitions come with
a cash prize of ¥75 lakh each,
along with a specially designed
trophy and certificate of hon-
our.

The ANPSA recognises Gram
Panchayats that have excelled
in promoting self-reliance
through the augmentation of
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Own Source Revenue
(OSR). Hatbadra GP’s
efforts toward At-
manirbharta have
placed it among
the top three Gram
Panchayats in the
country in this cat-
egory.

The PKNSSP, on the
other hand, acknowledges
excellence in capacity building
and training of Panchayati
Raj representatives. Odisha’s
SIRD&PR earned the second
spot for its outstanding contri-
bution toward strengthening
local governance, particularly
in line with the Localisation
of Sustainable Development
Goals (LSDGS).

This year’s NPRD event
is historic as it marks the

Hatbadra
Gram Panchayat
and SIRD&PR win top
honours
Achievements highlight
growing role of local
governance

1 :
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first-ever presentation
of Special Category
National Panchayat
Awards, instituted
by the Ministry of
Panchayati Raj to
spotlight nation-
al priorities like
climate action and
self-reliant local gov-
ernance.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will address Panchaya-
ti Raj Institutions (PRIs) and
Gram Sabhas across India and
confer the awards at the nation-
al event.

In a notable development,
three of the six award-winning
Gram Panchayats, including
Hatbadra from Odisha, are
headed by women Sarpanch-
es, highlighting the growing

W
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role of women in grassroots
leadership.

The newly-introduced award
categories include: Climate Ac-
tion Special Panchayat Award
(CASPA) - for environmental-
ly proactive Panchayats, Atma
Nirbhar Panchayat Special
Award (ANPSA) - for Pan-
chayats enhancing financial
self-sufficiency and Panchayat
Kshamta Nirman Sarvottam
Sansthan Puraskar (PKNSSP)
—for excellence in training and
capacity building of Panchayat
institutions.

These awards aim to moti-
vate Panchayats and related
institutions to align more close-
ly with national development
goals and deliver measurable
outcomes at the grassroots
level.
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Man gets 20-yr RI

for raping minor
Baripada: A POCSO court here
sentenced a man to 20 years
rigorous imprisonment (RI)

for raping a 12-year-old girl in
Mayurbhanj district. Special
POCSO court judge Santosh Kumar
Nayak also imposed a fine of
%10,000 on convict Md Mustakim,
35, special public prosecutor
Manaranjan Pattnaik said. The
court directed the secretary

of Mayurbhanj DLSA to pay %4
lakh aid to the victim, he said.
The judgement was based on

the victim’s statement, seven
witnesses and medical report, he
added. Police said Mustakim, a
relative of the victim, had taken
her to a nearby riverbank located
in Bahalda police station area and
raped her March 8, 2023.

In shock, Pahalgam victim Prashant’s mom turns mute

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, April 23: For-
ty-one-year-old Prashant Satp-
athy’s mother has turned mute
due to the shock she received
on hearing the news of his son’s
death in a dastardly attack by
the terrorists on innocent tour-
ists in Pahalgam of Jammu and
Kashmir Tuesday.

Prashant from Remuna of Bal-
asore district was gunned down
by terrorists in front of his wife
and nine-year-old son in Baisaran
meadow of Pahalgam.

“Upon hearing the news of
my brother's death, my mother
has turned mute due to shock,”

Prashant’s elder brother Susan-
ta Satpathy said, adding that he
had saved money for months
for the trip and was really ex-
cited about it.

An accounts assistant with
the Central Institute of Plastics
Engineering and Technology
(CIPET) in Balasore district,
Prashant had gone to Kashmir
with his wife and son on LTC.

A video sent by Prashant to
his elder brother from Baisaran
meadow hours before his death
showed him playing with snow-
balls and hurling ice packs at
his son Tanuj and wife Priya
Darshani Acharya.

In the video, Prashant clad

CSR funds: Mining-affected
areas in Jajpur get peanuts

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur, April 23: Jajpur
district administration
might have collected more
than %45 crore in Corpo-
rate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) funds over the
past four years, but it has
reportedly failed to utilise
“the funds in development
of regions that are bearing
the brunt of mining and
industrial activities.

Information obtained
through a Right to In-
formation (RTI) plea re-
vealed a total of 345.87
crore was collected from
various mining compa-
nies, industries and asso-
ciated agencies between
financial years 2021-22
and 2024-25 in the district.
Of the amount, 42.06

_crore was spent predom-
inantly in Jajpur town
and surrounding non-in-
dustrial areas, while the
communities  directly
affected by mining and
industrial activities got
peanuts.

RTI petitioner Pradeep
Kumar Pradhan alleged
that there was a deliber-
ate attempt to mislead the
applicant by concealing
information regarding
the source of CSR funds
at 15 locations listed in
the response. As a result,

apart from Odisha Mining
Corporation (OMC), the
contributions made by
major mining and indus-
trial companies operating
in Sukinda and Kalin-
ganagar areas remained
unclear.

He also alleged that the
administration might be
painting a rosy picture of
employment and devel-
opment in the district, as
promised by companies
in Kalinganagar and Su-
kinda, but the reality is
completely different. A
deeper analysis of the CSR
financial records supports
this discrepancy, he said.

The RTI report said
%1,60,98,000 of CSR funds
have been collected in FY
2021-22, %20,60,27,925 in
FY 2022-23, %18,03,45,698
in FY 2023-24, and
%1,81,44,353 in F'Y 2024-25
so far. Of this, OMC alone
contributed %6.82 crore
in fourth phase. The re-
port also lists the names
of over 30 companies,
including some central
PSUs, Megha Engineer-
ing, and Kalinganagar
Commercial.

The collected funds
have been utilised in pro-
vision of clean drinking
water and sanitation fa-
cilities in schools and An-
ganwadi centres, plastic

in a white shirt and blue jeans,
was seen throwing snowballs at
his son and wife and enjoying
the environment of Baisaran
valley.

He was also seen hugging Ta-
nuj, wearing a red jacket. “This
was probably the last hug to his
son by Prashant,” an emotion-
ally charged elder brother said.

Prashant was the second of
the three sons of their parents.
He had gone to enjoy nature af-
ter the completion of his son's
school examinations.

“Prashant was shot in the
head while we were alighting
from a ropeway in Baisaran...
he collapsed on the spot. The

Man rapes daughter-in-law, gets life term

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

in-law on the charge

waste management, land

Balasore, April 23:
A 60-year-old man
was sentenced to life
imprisonment by a
court here and im-

committing rape
against his daughter-
in-law and sentenced
him to life impris-
onment along with
%50,000 fine.

development at Sathipur,  posed a fine of %50,000 The court further
and improvement of 13  for raping his daugh- ordered another two
schools in Jajpur block. ter-in-law. years of rigorous im-
Funds also went towards Additional sessions  prisonment in case
other projects in the dis- judge, Fast Track the convict failed

trict like development of
additional facilities for
sportspersons at Kusu-
ma park, an interpreta-

Special courts, Ani-
ta Sahoo Wednesday
convicted the father-

to pay the penalty
amount. A case was
registered in June 2023

army came an hour later,” his
wife Priya Darshani told an
Odia news channel from Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

She, along with her son Ta-
nuj and three of Prashant’s rel-

atives who rushed to Srinagar
after hearing about the attack,
would accompany the body that
was expected to arrive in Bhu-
baneswar on Wednesday night.

A dark cloud of despair hov-
ered over Ishani village in Re-
muna block in Balasore district
as locals and politicians made a
beeline to the residence of Satp-
athy to express condolences to
his family.

Prashant’s father-in-law Rad-
hamohan Acharya said: “My
son-in-law was a noble-hearted
person. He had never harmed
anyone. But, he was killed in a
terrorist attack. This is some-
thing not acceptable.”

His family said they were
making arrangements for con-
ducting the final rites on Thurs-
day and Odisha government
representatives were expected
to attend it.

Bhubaneswar MP Aparajita
Sarangi, who was in Jammu
and Kashmir to attend a meet-
ing, reached out to Prashant's
family and consoled his wife
and son. Though terrorists
mostly killed men, an Odia
woman staying in Karnataka,
identified as 65-year-old Sashi
Kumari, was also injured in
the attack. She was undergo-
ing treatment at Government
Medical College in Anantnag.

against the accused
identified as Gopi-
nath Jena, resident of
Bhoisahi village under
Sadar police station
following the allega-
tion of the victim.

He was tried under
section 376 (2 )(f),506
and 376 (2)(n) of IPC.
The court after ex-
amining 15 witnesses
and 18 exhibits pro-
nounced the judge-
ment Wednesday.

tion centre, an adventure
sports unit, a sports park
in Sathipur, a rural tour-
ism centre at Petapara,
Sadhei pond restoration
project and other devel-
opment projects.

However, the report
indicates that large sums
have been spent under
vague headings like “Im-
plementation Activities”
at some locations, rais-
ing allegations of misap-
propriation of crores of
rupees. Local communi-
ties continue to bear the
brunt of industrial expan-
sion, facing environmen-
tal degradation without
receiving proportional
developmental support.
While mining companies
extract natural resources
for profit, affected resi-
dents remain deprived of
adequate infrastructure,
such as hospitals, quality
educational institutions or
proper road connectivity.

Meanwhile, promis-
es of model schools and
four-lane roads remain
unfulfilled. When ap-
proached, Kalinganagar
Additional District Mag-
istrate Sapan Kumar
Nanda confirmed the ex-
istence of a district-level
committee responsible
for CSR fund utilisation
but claimed to have no
specific knowledge of
how the funds have been
allocated.
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Quarterly Return
Monthly Payment (QRMP)

A step towards ease of doing business for small taxpayers
having Aggregate Annual Turnover up to X 5 Crore
during the FY. 2024-25
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Taxpayers' Interface

Email : enquiry@lijjat.com
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The eligible taxpayers who wish to avail the QRMP scheme may opt in
by performing the following steps on the GST portal (www.gst.gov.in)

Go to Services > Returns > Opt-in for

quarterly return option

Taxpayers already availing QRMP Scheme are

not required to reapply for the Scheme

© File GST Statements/Returns in

© Pay monthly Tax conveniently using Fixed

FORM GSTR-1 & GSTR-3B just
once in a Quarter

Sum Method (Pre-filled Challan) or
Self-Assessment Method (actual tax due
after adjusting ITC) in the first two months
of a Quarter

5 held for running
firearms racket

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Aditya Aluminium sets
up mini science centres
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© Easily opt in and opt out of the
Scheme

© Self Assessment of ITC & Tax once
every Quarter

© Enjoy the convenience of a Flexible

Berhampur, April 23: Police > T i
> o Invoice Furnishing Facility (IFF)

have arrested five members of
a gang from Ganjam district for
illegal possession of firearms
and involvement in supply of
country-made guns.

The arrested have been iden-
tified as D Muna Rao, 24, Tofan
Bhuyan alias Santosh, 28, Chi-
nu Patra, 24, Surya Pradhan, 24,
and Sanu Naik alias Chila, 38.

IIC of Bhanjanagar police
station Jeebananand Jena
said, “Rao, Tofan and Patra
were apprehended during
a raid conducted Tuesday.
Surya Pradhan reportedly
fled the scene but was later
taken into custody.

Naik was arrested for alleged-
ly acting as a middleman in
the illegal supply of firearms
to anti-social elements, in-
cluding members of the ar-
rested gang.

Sanu was involved in at least
eight cases in Nayagarh district
and a case in Jharkhand, Jena
said. He further added that To-
fan alias Santosh was wanted
by Chennai police for his al-
leged involvement in multiple
criminal cases there, while Rao
was wanted by Bhanjanagar po-
lice in connection with a theft
case, and an arrest warrant had
been pending against him.

During the operation, police
seized three country-made pis-
tols, six live rounds of ammuni-
tion, a magazine, and a scooter
from the accused.

Last date to opt for QRMP Scheme
from Q1 of F.Y. 2025-26 is

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 23: In a bid to make sci-
ence and technology more accessible and engag-
ing for students, Aditya Aluminium, an Aditya
Birla Group company, has taken a significant step
towards enhancing STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics) education by es- 30th A 'I 202 5
tablishing mini science centres at five schools in p rl 5
Sambalpur district, a release issued by the alu-
minium major said Wednesday.

About the initiative, Jagannath Prasad Nayak, sy . . s
unit head at Aditya Aluminium, said, “At Aditya Eligible registered person can opt in for any quarter

Aluminium, we believe that education is the cor- from first d ay of second month of prece din g

nerstone of a progressive society. The mini science .
centres are part of our commitment to fostering ed- quarter to the last day of the first month of the
quarter.

CBC 15502/13/0003/2526

GST RETURN FILING:
Its Fast, Easy and Simplified

ucational development and creating opportunities
for young minds to explore the world of science.
We are proud to support the schools in Sambalpur
and look forward to seeing the students excel in
STEM subjects.”

Manoj Naik, Headmaster of Lapanga Govern-
ment High School, expressed his gratitude, saying,
“The mini science centre has transformed the way
our students engage with science. It has brought
textbooks to life, allowing students to witness scien-
tific principles in action. This hands-on experience
is invaluable for their academic growth.”

During financial year 2024-25, Aditya Alumini-
um equipped five selected schools with 80 pieces
of science equipment each, benefiting 697 students
from grades V to X.

For more details, please refer to Notification No. 81 to
85/2020-Central Tax & Circular No. 143/13/2020-GST
all dated 10.11.2020

Please scan for
more details on
QRMP SCHEME

Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs
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Whatsoever has courage can
give courage to others just as
the flame of the candle can light
up another

THE MOTHER

Writing On The Wall

11\ mid-March, Lee Zeldin, President Donald Trump’s newly con-
fi

rmed administrator of the US Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, announced that the EPA was undertaking a formal reconsid-
eration of its “endangerment finding.” The Trump administration
has made no secret of its desire to rescind the 2009 declaration that
greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions endanger “both the public health
and the public welfare of current and future generations.” In other
words, Trump wants to walk back the US government's assertion
that climate change is real and caused by humans.

This scientific finding stemmed from a 2007 US Supreme Court
ruling that various GHGs are pollutants covered by the Clean Air
Act. The Court held that the EPA must determine whether GHG
emissions from new motor vehicles "cause[s], or contribute[s] to, air
pollution which may reasonably be anticipated to endanger public
health or welfare" (emphasis added). To be clear, the ruling did not
command the EPA to regulate GHG emissions. But if the agency
found that emissions caused or contributed to air pollution, the
Clean Air Act would require it to establish air-quality standards

oower Post

Ajay Patnaik

ince the signing of the
“Declaration on the
India-Russia Strategic
Partnership” in Octo-
ber 2000, the summit meetings
between the Prime Minister of
India and the President of Rus-
sia are the highest institution-
alised dialogue mechanisms,
where both countries take stock
of their relations at the highest
level and impart direction and
impetus to them. The visits
alternate between the leaders
of each country. Since Indian
Prime Minister visited Russia
last year, on July 8-9, 2024, the
next visit by Russian President
is expected this year.
Following the start of the
Ukraine War in February 2022,
Western sanctions and diplomat-
ic isolation made Russia look for
partners outside the West. Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin

FOCUS

e

INDO-RUSSIAN TIES

STRATEGIC IMPERATIVE

India has never voted against Russia in the
UN on the Ukraine issue which has been
highly appreciated by Moscow

sidelines of multilateral events,
the annual strategic partnership
meet format has been more pro-
ductive. India-Russia relations
have grown from strength to
strength on this basis. Since
2000, the highest leadership of

ated by Moscow.

The next meeting of the two
leaders will be held in India
this year in the backdrop of
some major shifts in the global
economic and political environ-
ment. In political terms, Russia

with Vietnam, Cambodia and
Malaysia to expand bilateral
trade. India and Russia have to
strengthen their trade and in-
vestment ties, with Indian com-
panies investing in Russia’s oil
and gas, pharmaceuticals, and
IT sectors, and Russian compa-
nies investing in India’s energy,
infrastructure, and manufactur-
ing sectors. All these have to be
done without antagonising the
US. And that requires deft nego-
tiations and strategies.

The global geopolitical,
geo-economic and strategic con-
texts have changed since Trump
became President. Russia is no
longer an outcaste, which the
US is engaging to get a deal on
Ukraine. Moscow can be help-
ful in talks for a US-Iran nuclear
deal. The US also wants energy
deals with Russia. In this back-
ground, Putin’s visit to New Del-

that accurately reflect “the latest scientific knowledge.” has used every opportunity to  both countries have been meet-  is being pressed by the US to  hi would receive much global at-

To make this determination, the EPA had to survey the scientific meet with leaders inforumslike  inguntil the startof the Ukraine  reach a ceasefire agreement tention. Since India is also close
literature, assess existing and emerging INDIA KEPT UP BRICS, SCO and G20. Butmore  war. After a gap of two years  with Ukraine. While Russiahas  to the US, the Americans may
risks based on that science, and evalu- o, useful and helpful are stand-  Modi visited Russiain2024and  shown a desire to end the war, it  indicate to New Delhi what they
ate the costs and benefits associated with . A ITS RUSSIAN alone bilateral meets. Russia  this year the visit from Putinis  isnot willingtodosoatthecost =~ wish from the talks with Russia.
alternative options for prospective reg- bW ] OIL PURCHASES  hastried both multilateral and  due. In 2021, when Putin visited  of the gains it has made in three Modi may or may not visit
ulation. The agency then posted a pre- g bilateral formats. In 2022 itself, = India last, there was afocuson  years nor at the cost of its other =~ Moscow for the May Day Parade,
liminary draft of its findings and policy \ =/ DESPITE CALLS all the five Central Asianleaders  transportation corridors like  core security interests like op-  due to other engagements on 9
options for a 60-day public-comment pe- FROM THE attended the Victory Day Parade  the International North-South  position to NATO membership =~ May. But what is more import-
riod, and was required to respond pub- WEST TO STOP in Moscow, which isheld every ~ Corridor or INSTC and Vladivo-  for Ukraine. Notwithstanding  antis the visit of Putin this year
licly to each comment while revising the year on 9 May to commemorate  stok-Chennai corridor. Themeet-  the Easter Ceasefire declared by  in the Strategic Partnership for-
document. THE IMPORTS  victory over Nazi Germany in  ing, thenext yearin Samarkand  Russia, areal ceasefire seemsto  mat. Putin’s visit to India is now

After publishing a final version of its Gary Yohe 1945. This year, Russia has in-  (SCO), took place against the  bestill eludingthe two countries. ~ confirmed, only dates are to be
endangerment and “cause or contrib- vited leaders from several other ~ background of the Ukraine war. Today the US tariff threat = announced. On 28 March, Rus-
ute” findings - the latter recognises that “friendly” countries including  Russia’s interests were mainly = hangs over all the trading part-  sian Foreign Minister Sergey
GHG emissions from new motor vehicles The Trump India and China to the 80th an-  focused on how tomake friendly = ners of America. This includes = Lavrov announced that Putin
contribute to harmful air pollution - in administration’s niversary of the victory. countries understand its position ~ India as well, which despite = has accepted the invitation
December 2009, the EPA began to design . . For Russia, thiscommemora-  on Ukraine. Modiin Samarkand  being willing and working to  from the Indian side and would
its response and implement appropriate d|5dam for tion has acquired special mean-  made the famous statementthat  negotiate a trade deal with the  be visiting India. Preparations
measures. But the pushback was almost established ingfollowingthe war in Ukraine.  “now is not an age of wars.”  Trump administration, is not  for the visit are underway. The

immediate. By July 2010, the agency had

One of the main goals of Russia’s

Modi’s meeting with Putin took

sure what the future will hold

trade and tariff issues and post-

received and denied ten petitions for re- SCienceo COI.Ip|Ed Special Military Operations in ~ place during the BRICS Summit  given the unpredictable nature = war peace efforts would require
considering both findings. In June 2012, with d ramatic UKkraine has been “de-Nazifica-  in Kazan in 2024, which followed  of Trump. Countries areaware =~ Moscow and New Delhi to be
after a group of lawsuits, the US Court of tion.” The invitation toleaders  the 22nd Annual Strategic Part-  that making concessions would  strategically engaged, which

cuts to research
funding for

_Appeals for the District of Columbia Cir-
cuit upheld the endangerment finding.
Later, in April 2022, the EPA denied an-

of friendly countries is not just
aimed demonstrating the reli-
ability of Russia’s partnership

nership Summit in July 2024.
These meetings help keep trade
and economic relations going re-

lead to demands for further
concessions, which may be det-
rimental to their economies.

is best served by the meeting
of leaders at the highest level.
This makes the forthcoming

other four petitions for reconsideration. umversmes, but also to give a message that  gardless of sanctionsagainstRus-  To cushion themselves from  visit of Putin significant.
But now, with a US president who calls NGOs, and the fascists still use the garb ofna-  sia. India kept up its Russianoil = more shocks, India and Russia

climate change a “hoax” and is following - tionalism to break multi-ethnic =~ purchases despite callsfromthe  need to further expand trade The writer is a retired
a governing blueprint that seeks to roll p"vate sector, and multi-cultural countries. West to stop the imports. India  and economic relations among Professor, Centre
back US environmental and climate pol- may end up Thus, the fight against them is ~ has never voted against Russia  themselves as well as with other Jfor Russian and Central
icy in the name of fossil-fuel extraction discouragin still relevant and essential. in the UN on the Ukraine issue  countries. For example, China Asian Studies at JNU.
and deregulation, the EPA has abruptly 9 . 9 But more than meetingonthe = which has been highly appreci-  has recently been negotiating ©THE BILLION PRESS
changed course. The stated rationale for an entire

reconsidering the endangerment finding

is tenuous, based in part on false claims

about the climate agenda — most notably

that it has imposed trillions of dollars in
_costs on Americans.

Still, the EPA faces a difficult road
ahead. Before the agency can reach the
opposite conclusion - that GHG emis-
sions do not endanger public health and welfare - it must undertake
the same rigorous, multi-step process that produced the 2009 finding.
And now it must contend with a much larger body of scientific evi-
dence for the observed and projected damages from these emissions:
the past 16 years have produced reams of research pointing to GHG
emissions' harmful effects.

The severity of the climate crisis became clearer in 2019, when 15
scientists published a review of the then-current literature in Sci-
ence. They concluded that, since 2009, “the amount, diversity, and
sophistication of the evidence” had “increased markedly, clearly
strengthening the case for endangerment.” In 2023, the sixth assess-
ment from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change brought
home the message, finding that “adverse impacts from human-caused

generation of
young people
from studying
climate change

A game-changer for obesity in India

)

ccording to the National
AFamily Health Survey 5

(2022), 23% of Indian
women and 22.1% of men are
overweight based on Body
Mass Index (BMI). Abdominal
obesity affects upto 40% women
and 12% of men, significantly
increasing the risk of diabetes,
hypertension, cardiovascular
issues, sleep apnea, and joint
problems. Historically, treat-

were made to price it affordably
and make it easily available for
Indian consumers.

What makes Tirzepatide
unique? Tirzepatide’s edge lies
in its dual-action mechanism,
targeting both GLP-1 and GIP
receptors, unlike other med-
ications such as liraglutide
(marketed as Saxenda) and
semaglutide (marketed as
Ozempic/Wegovy), which act

vealed that after 72 weeks, once-
a-week 5mg users lost 15% of
bodyweight; once-a-week 10mg
users lost 19.5%; once-a-week
15mg users lost 20.9%; and pla-
cebo group (just adhering to di-
et & Lifestyle modification) lost
just 3.1% of bodyweight.
Beyond weight loss, these
new-generation drugs also sup-
port diabetes management—
lowering HbA1C by 1.5-2.4%

followed by gradual increment.
However, Tirzepatide is not
recommended for individuals
with a history of medullary
thyroid cancer or pancreati-
tis. Rapid weight loss may also
increase the risk of gallbladder
complications, such as gall-
stones & Cholecystitis, reported
in about 0.6% of participants.
A 2024 study found that par-
ticipants who stopped taking

climate change will continue to intensify.” The report emphasized Dr Sunil Kumar Kota ment options in India have  only on GLP-1receptors. Tirze-  over 40-52 weeks, accordingto  Tirzepatide regained about 14%
that the effects were worsening at a faster pace than ever before. been limited to lifestyle chang-  patide promotes weight loss =~ SURPASS trials. They addition-  of lost weight within a year. In

Simply embarking on an official reassessment of the endanger- es and older medications like by suppressing appetite and  ally offer benefits for heartand  contrast, those who continued
ment finding may produce the Trump administration’s desired effect: WHILE THE Orlistat, which have shown promoting satiety by meansof liver health protection. using it lost an additional 5.5%
a massive retreat from climate action at the federal level. That is LONG-TERM USE only modest results. its effect on hypothalamus in Tirzepatide also showed ef- over the same period. This
already happening to a certain degree. The EPA has announced That landscape is changing  brain; slowing the emptying ficacy in treating obstructive  raises an ongoing question:
plans to eliminate its scientific-research arm, even though almost OF TIRZEPATIDE with the launch of Mounjaro  of food from stomach thereby  sleep apnea (OSA)—a condi- How long should treatment
every US agency depends on the climate science that it produces. IS STILL BEING (Tirzepatide) in India in March  increasing the sense of fullness;  tion linked to snoring, day- continue?

Moreover, the new leaders of the many government departments 2025 as a once-a-week subcuta-  improving insulin action and  time fatigue, and lethargy. In While the long-term use of
that support research on global warming — from Health and Human STUDlED, neous injection. Known for metabolism by reduction off  December 2024, it became the  Tirzepatide is still being stud-
Services (which houses the National Institutes of Health) to Com- CURRENT aiding weight lossof upto 22%,  at storage, stimulation of fat  first drug till date approved ied, current evidence supports
merce (which houses the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad- Mounjaro is considered one of  breakdown and by reducing by the USFDA specifically for it as an effective option for peo-
ministration) - largely share Trump's climate skepticism. The EPA's EVIDENCE the most significant medical de-  cravings for high calorie and  OSA. In India, the drugissold  ple who haven’t succeeded with
reconsideration of the endangerment finding will give them cover SUPPORTS IT AS velopments since the COVID-19  high fat foods. in vial form, making it roughly  lifestyle changes alone. It rep-
to defund existing scientific programs, discontinue the collection vaccine. First approved by the Older weight-loss drugs typi-  80% cheaper thanthe penform  resents a major advancement
of valuable data series, reject creative research proposals, freeze AN EFFECTIVE USFDA in May 2022 for type 2  cally yield a 5-8% weightreduc-  available in the US. in the fight against obesity and
government hiring, and undertake large-scale personnel reductions. OPTION FOR diabetes and in November 2023  tion, and injectable semaglutide Gastrointestinal symptoms  related health issues, with ben-

The Trump administration’s disdain for established science, cou- for weight management, itnow  (Ozempic/Wegovy) averages likenausea,diarrhoea,andcon-  efits far outweighing the risks.
pled with dramatic cuts to research funding for universities, NGOs, PEOPLE WHO enters the Indian market with ~ about 15%. Tirzepatide, onthe  stipation arerelatively common,  As with all new treatments, on-
and the private sector, may end up discouraging an entire genera- HAVEN'T nearly 18 months of global us-  otherhand, can help userslose  found in 31%, 23% and 17% of  going monitoring and research
tion of young people from studying climate change. Whatever the age data. up to 22%—comparable to the  the participants in the clinical =~ will be essential to maximise
EPA decides about the endangerment finding, the process is almost SUCCEEDED Why the delay in India?  25-30% loss seen with bariatric ~ trials respectively; but are usu-  benefits and ensure safety.
certain to drag on, involve multiple court cases, and make its way WITH LIFESTYLE India’s delayed rollout was  surgery. This makes itavital ally mild and temporary. Only The writer is Consultant
to the Supreme Court - by which point, the damage may already mainly due to global supply option for people struggling 4-7% of participants stopped  Endocrinologist & Diabetes,
be done. Dismantling the world’s most prodigious climate-research CHANGES ALONE shortages, with manufactur-  with weight despite consistent  treatment due to side effects. To Thyroid, Obesity
programme threatens to harm Americans — and everyone else. ers prioritizing established  diet and exercise. reduce discomfort, the drug is Superspecialist, Swasthya

markets. Additionally, efforts The SURMOUNT trials re- typically initiated at a low dose Sadan, Berhampur.
The writer is Professor Emeritus of
Economics at Wesleyan University. . . .
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WISDOM CORNER

“ To have faith is to trust yourself to the water. When you
swim you don't grab hold of the water, because if you do
you will sink and drown. Instead you relax, and float

ALAN WATTS
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TO THE EDITOR

Readers of Orissa Post

are most welcome to contribute letters

(100 words), articles and
columns (between 600-1000

Sir, Endless shrieks must have pierced the skies of Baisaran mead-
ows in Pahalgam, Jammu & Kashmir, as tourists lay motionless
in pools of blood following one of the deadliest terror attacks on
civilians in recent years in the Valley. The barbaric and inhu-
man act by the terrorists, killing 26 people, including two foreign
tourists, need to be condemned severely, and such incidents have
no place in civilised society. The incident marks a significant es-
calation in violence directed at civilians in J&K, a region that has
been striving hard to recover from years of militancy. The tragic
event has not only claimed precious human lives but has also cast

Sir, Every year on 24 April, World Day for Animals in
Laboratories serves as a solemn reminder of the countless
animals subjected to scientific experiments. From mice
and rabbits to dogs and monkeys, these sentient beings
endure confinement, invasive procedures, and psycho-
logical distress in the name of research. Despite their ca-
pacity for thought and emotion, they often suffer silently
behind laboratory walls. While animal testing has been a
traditional method in scientific research, advancements
in technology have introduced more humane and effec-

' -
words). Contributors are [G/ /

requested to send their contact # sy
numbers and full postal -
address/email ID. They may also send in
their valuable comments, opinion and
suggestions, preferably by email, to:
edit@orissapost.com

OrissaPOST

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

a shadow over the efforts to revive tourism in J&K, a region rich
in natural beauty and cultural heritage. A multifaceted approach
that includes military, political, and socio-economic strategies is
necessary to address the complex challenges in the region. It is
highly unfortunate that red-roses that parade the beautiful snow
capped valley of J&K and offer visual delight to the locals and tour-
ists seem to painfully often turn themselves into stains of blood,
signifying madness of violence when they should actually embody
their true nature of beauty, love and passion. .

Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI

tive alternatives. Innovations such as organ-on-a-chip
devices, Al-based models, and human cell cultures offer
promising avenues for research without causing harm
to animals. These methods not only alleviate animal suf-
fering but also provide more accurate and cost-effective
results. However, the transition to these alternatives
requires a collective effort from the scientific communi-
ty, policymakers, and the public to challenge outdated
practices and embrace ethical research methodologies.

Krishna Kumar Vepakomma, HYDERABAD

“ We should consider every day lost on which we have not
danced at least once. And we should call every truth false
which was not accompanied by at least one laugh

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE

“ Be grateful for what you have and stop complaining - it
bores everybody else, does you no good, and doesn't solve
any problems

ZIG ZIGLAR
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Vance visits T

Following the
visit, Vance
returned to Jaipur
and headed to the
Rambagh Palace
hotel after
cancelling his
proposed Visit to
the City Palace

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Agra/Jaipur, April 23: US
Vice-President JD Vance
Wednesday visited the Taj Ma-
hal along his wife Usha Vance
wife and their three children,
officials said.

“The Taj Mahal is amazing. A
testament to true love, human
ingenuity and a tribute to the
great country of India,” Vance
wrote in the visitor’s diary af-
ter his visit.

The Vance family landed at
the Agra airport from Jaipur
Wednesday, where he was wel-
comed by Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, offi-
cials said.

“A warm welcome to hon’ble
US Vice President Mr JD Vance

Security beefed up at
India-Nepal border in
UP’s Maharajganj

_ PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Maharajganj, April 23: Se-
curity has been heightened
along the India-Nepal border
in Sonauli here in the wake of
the terror attack in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Pahalgam, officials
said Wednesday.

The Uttar Pradesh Police,
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB),
and intelligence agencies are
working in tandem to prevent
the possible movement of ter-
rorists, and strict identity

_checks are now mandatory at
all border crossings, Superin-
tendent of Police (SP) Somen-
dra Meena said.

“We are on high alert and
conducting thorough checks
of suspicious individuals and
vehicles with the aid of dog
squads in congested areas
and along the border,” Mee-
na said.

He added that the securi-
ty agencies are maintaining
round-the-clock vigilance
along the 84-km stretch of the
India-Nepal border in Mahara-
jganj.

DK Shivakumar assures
justice to bike rider

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

and his family to Uttar Pradesh,
the sacred heartland of India,
renowned for its timeless de-
votion, vibrant culture and
spiritual legacy,” Adityanath
posted on X.

Vance was accompanied by
his wife Usha, and their three
children -- sons Ewan and
Vivek, and daughter Mirabel.
The family is on a four-day visit
to India.

Following the visit, Vance re-
turned to Jaipur and headed to

the Rambagh Palace hotel after
cancelling his proposed visit to
the City Palace.

The Vance family was sched-
uled to visit the City Palace
for two hours on their return
from Agra. They are scheduled
to return to the US Thursday
morning.

In Agra, the Vance fami-
ly travelled by car from the
airport to the Taj Mahal. The
routes along their convoy’s
path were specially decorated,

aj wi

with hundreds of schoolchil-
dren lining the streets, waving
both the US flag and the Tric-
olour.

According to an official state-
ment, colourful ‘rangolis’, sand
art and decorations graced the
key roundabouts en route the
Taj Mahal, creating a festive
atmosphere. Large hoardings
welcoming the Vance family
were also put up at many places
along the way.

Elaborate security arrange-

Saplings planted on 310 acres of
land using Miyawaki method

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow/Mathura (UP),
April 23: On the occasion of
Earth Day Tuesday, the Uttar
Pradesh government said that
saplings have been planted on
310 acres of land using the Miy-
awaki method, known for creat-
ing dense, fast-growing forests.

The Miyawaki technique,
developed by Japanese botanist
Akira Miyawaki in the 1970s,
is a revolutionary method for
creating dense forests in limit-
ed spaces. Often referred to as
the “pot plantation” method, it
involves planting saplings and
shrubs close to one another to ac-
celerate their growth, an official
statement said.

In addition, afforestation is
being undertaken on 32 acres of
land under the ‘Upvan’ policy,
which is expected to increase
carbon dioxide absorption by
nearly 30 times, it added.

To tackle plastic pollution,
one of the most hazardous
components of urban waste, the
state government has launched
a campaign to construct roads

using plastic waste.

A target has been set to build
approximately 1,500 km of roads
by incorporating single-use
plastic, which is expected to
re-purpose around 2,000 tonnes
of waste, the statement said.

Speaking to PTI on the side-
lines of an Earth Day event in
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh min-
ister of state in charge of forest
and environment, Arun Kumar
Saxena, said, “People should
install rooftop solar panels in
their homes,

use air-conditioners only when
required.”

Emphasising the importance
of proper garbage disposal, he
said, “Garbage should not be
set afire. Rather, it should be
segregated into biodegradable
and non-biodegradable waste
and then disposed of.”

The minister informed re-
porters that the state govern-
ment will launch a campaign in
July to plant saplings for which
preparations are on.

th family

In Agra, { The routes along
the Vance ) their convoy’s path
family ( were specially
travelled ) decorated, with
by car ¢ hundreds of
from the ( schoolchildren lining
airport ¢ the streets, waving
tothe Taj ( both the US flag and
Mahal § the Tricolour

According to an official
statement, colourful ‘rangolis’,
sand art and decorations graced

the key roundabouts en route
the Taj Mahal, creating a
festive atmosphere

ments were put in place for the
high-profile visit. The 12-km
stretch from the airport to the
Taj Mahal via Shilpgram was
under a blanket security cover,
including US security person-
nel who have been camping
here for the past three days,
the statement said.

The entire stretch was de-
clared a zero-traffic zone for the
movement of Vance’s convoy,
it added. According to officials,
the Vance family returned to
the airport after visiting the Taj
Mahal where they spent around
an hour.

The Vances began their India
trip Monday with a visit to the
Akshardham Temple in Delhi
before meeting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the latter’s
residence in the capital.

Karnataka urges NMC to
hike medical seats amid
erowing NEET aspirants

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, April 23: Express-
ing concern over the widening
gap between the number of
NEET aspirants and available
medical seats, the Karnataka
government Wednesday urged
the National Medical Commis-
sion (NMC) to significantly in-
crease undergraduate medical
seats across the country.

Speaking at the graduation
ceremony of the 2019 batch
of Sri Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Medical College and Research
Institute (SABVMC), minister
for medical education and skill
development Sharan Prakash
Patil, said over five lakh stu-
dents appear for the NEET ex-
amination every year, but only
around one lakh medical seats
are available.

“This disparity needs imme-
diate attention. The doctors we
train in India are not just for
our country, but for the world,”
he said, pointing to the rigorous
training and high demand for
Indian medical professionals
globally.

“There is a stark mismatch
between demand and availabil-
ity. The NMC must intervene,”
he said, addressing NMC chair-

person Dr BN Gangadhara, who
was present at the event.

According to Patil, a formal
proposal has already been sent
to the NMC seeking approval for
an additional 800 undergraduate
and 600 postgraduate medical
seats in Karnataka starting this
academic year. Reiterating the
state’s commitment to expand-
ing healthcare infrastructure,
the minister emphasised the
government's plan to establish a
medical college in every district.

“Each of these colleges will
be equipped with a hospital and
we aim to set up cancer care
units, trauma centres and su-
per-specialty hospitals in every
district,” he said.

“The chief minister has ap-
proved this initiative. Soon,
districts without medical col-
leges will have fully equipped
institutions, allowing deserving
students from economically
weaker sections to pursue med-
icine at government expense,”
he added.

NMC chairperson Dr Gangad-
hara, in his address highlight-
ed the global shortage of nearly
three crore doctors and encour-
aged the younger generation to
take up medical careers.

UP govt to link 7,500 rural
groups to silk production

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, April 23: The
Uttar Pradesh government
has set an ambitious target
to boost silk production by
connecting 7,500 rural groups
to the State Rural Livelihood
Mission in the 2025-26 action
plan, an official statement said
Wednesday.

To boost silk production, the
state government has devised
a focused strategy for inten-
sive implementation across 15
districts during this financial
year, it said.

These districts will get sup-
port for training, adopting
modern technology, and fi-
nancial assistance to help silk
producers compete globally.
This initiative aims to blend
traditional industries with
innovation, strengthening the
rural economy and promoting
sustainable livelihoods.

An agreement has already
been signed between the State
Rural Livelihood Mission and
the Silk Department to in-
crease women’s participation
in silk production. Under this
agreement, a target has been
set to connect 50,000 members
of 5,000 women’s groups with
silk production in the next five
years, the statement said.

Seeds, equipment, and mar-
keting support will be provid-
ed to the groups associated
with silk production, which

will help increase their in-
come. The step will also help
promote silk production un-
der the ODOP (One District,
One Product) scheme, giving
a new identity to the state’s
traditional artisans.

The state’s annual silk
production is 400 metric
tonnes, while its consump-
tion has reached 3,500 met-
ric tonnes. Varanasi, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
parliamentary constituen-
cy and a key centre under
the ODOP scheme, has the
highest demand for silk.

For making the state self-re-
liant in silk production, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has
launched the Mukhyamantri
Resham Vikas Yojana this year.

Silk exports from the state
have grown 28-fold over the
past eight years, and this
scheme aims to further elevate
silk production to new heights.

and make an

effort to save
electricity. Al-
so, they should

CENTRAL

$1,22,100/-

EAST COAST F

Tender Notice No.: ST-OT-REPAIRING-
CARDS-466, Dt.16.04.2025
NAME OF WORK :
REPAIRING WORKS OF VARIOUS
CARDS AND EQUIPMENTS OF
KHURDA ROAD DIVISION.

Tender Value :

LAY

TELECOM

$61,02,136.95, EMD :

Bangalore, April 23: Karnataka Deputy Chief Min-
ister DK Shivakumar spoke to Vikas Kumar, the lo-
cal bike rider, in connection with the road rage case
involving the Wing Commander of the Indian Air
Force (IAF) and assured him of justice.

Taking to the social media platform X, Shivaku-
mar stated, “I called and consoled Vikas Kumar, the
Kannadiga who was assaulted in connection with the
Nagavarpalya incident. If Kannadigas are in trouble,
the Karnataka government will stand by them; we are
committed to ensuring that the culprits are brought

to justice.”

A statement from the office of the Dy CM said, “Shi-
vakumar offered Kumar words of encouragement. He
assured justice would be ensured in this case and told
him there is no need to fear anything.”

The road rage incident involved IAF Wing Com-
mander Shiladitya Bose and Vikas Kumar, a biker
who is a call centre employee. Kumar was arrested
after Bose posted a video on social media claiming
that he was attacked for not speaking Kannada.

However, later the CCTV footage revealed Bose
overpowering Kumar, banging, kicking, and punch-
ing him. Following the surfacing of the video, Kumar
was released on bail. The FIR has been filed against
the Wing Commander under Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
Sections 109 (attempt to murder), 115(2) (voluntarily
causing hurt), 304 (snatching forcefully), 324 (mischief),
and 352 (intentional insult to provoke breach of peace).

The Indian Air Force (IAF), responding to the in-
cident involving the brutal assault of a bike rider by
a Wing Commander, described the incident as “un-
fortunate” and assured full cooperation with local
authorities in the investigation.

In its official statement, the IAF said, “An unfor-
tunate incident, involving an IAF officer, took place
in Bangalore (April 21). The IAF is assisting the local
authorities in investigating and following up the case

to its lawful resolution.”

Bidding Start Date : 24.04.2025.
Tender Closing Date and Time : LA D]
Hrs. 0f 08.05.2025.

No manual offers sent by Post/ Courier/
Fax or in person accepted against such
e-tenders even if these are submitted on
firm’s letter head and received in time. All
such manual offers shall be considered
invalid and shall be rejected summarily
without any consideration.

Complete information including e-tender
documents of the above e-tender is
available in website : www.ireps.gov.in

Note: The prospective tenderers are
advised to revisit the website 15 days
before the date of closing of tender to

note any changes / corrigendum issued
for this tender.

dogos ' 3w FRar
Central Bank of India

TO YOU SINCE 1811

REGIONAL OFFICE: 108 - B, Unit-VII,
Surya Nagar, Gopabandhu Square,
Bhubaneswar-751003,

Ph.: 0674-2397551, 2397199

UNAUTHORISED ABSENCE

Date: 22.04.2025
Ms. Asi Laxmi, D/o.: Asi Narayan Rao, CSA (Emp No.: 136485),
CSA, Nayagarh Branch, Qrs. No.: G-37, Mali Colony, Near
Homeopathic College, Unit-lll, Bhubaneswar.
It is observed that you have been absent unauthorizedly from duty
without any information, not submitting any application for leave 1
since 29.08.2020 nor obtained prior sanction from competent
authority. In this matter you had been advised to report vide letter
dated 04.09.2020 and 28.09.2020 by Branch Manager, Nayagarh
Branch and vide letter dated 05.10.2023 by Regional Head,
Bhubaneswar Regional Office, Central Bank of India but you
did not resume the duty. Therefore, this notice is being given through
newspaper publication as a last chance to resume duty from your
unauthorised absence. In terms of Rule/Clause 33 of 8" Bipartite
Settlement dated 02.06.2005 of Central Bank of India, service
Rules, you are advised to report for duty and submit satisfactory
explanation for your absence within 30 days from date of this notice,
failing which it will be deemed that you have voluntarily vacated
your services amounting to voluntary resignation from service
without giving requisite notice and you shall be liable for payments
in term of Clause 33 of 8" Bipartite settlement dated 02.06.2005 of

Central Bank of India, service Rules. Sd/- Chief Manager

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFIGE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, RURAL WORKS DIVISION-11, BHADRAK

ee_rwhdk2@yahoo.co.in
“e” Procurement Notice for Building Works
Identification Online Tender 1/RWD/BDK-11/2025-26, Dtd.22.04.2025
1. Name of the Work:- Building Works as per Annexure. 2. Total Number of Works:- 5 Nos. 3. Approximate
Estimated Cost - Rs.12.53 Lakhs.- Rs.24.41 Lakhs. 4. Class of Contractor:- As per Annexure. 5. Period of
Completion:- As per Annexure. 6. Other details:- The details are as follows.

No.O-78

Procurement Officer

Bid Availability of Tender On-

Identification line for bidding

Last Date & Time | Date & Time of
of seeking tender | Opening of Bid

No. From To clarification
2 3 4 5 6
Executive Engineer, 1 06.05.2025 | 16.05.2025 16.05.2025 17.05.2025
R.W. Division-1l, Bhadrak At 11.30 A.M.|upto 5.00 PM| upto 3.00 P.M. at 11.30 AM

7. Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement portal “https://www.tendersorissa.gov.in”
8. Any other changes/ Corrigendum may be seen only in website www.tendersorissa.gov.in. 9. Date of
transparent lottery to be conducted on dt.29.05.2025 at 11.30 A.M. in the office of the Superintending
Engineer, Rural Works Division-ll, Bhadrak.

OIPR-25090/11/0018/2526 Sd./- Executive Engineer, R.W.Division-ll, Bhadrak

Divisional Signal & Tel

PR-62/Q/25-26
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Email: roc.cpace@mca.gov.in

Centre for Processing Accelerated

Government of India
Ministry of Corporate Affairs

Corporate Exit (C-PACE),
1ICA Building, 7th Floor,
Plot P- 6, 7, 8, Sector-5,
IMT Manesar,
Gurgaon, Haryana - 122050
Email: roc.cpace@mca.gov.in

Khurd; Road

EAST COAST RAILWAY

e-Tender Notice No.: ST-SBP-TENDER-
2025-10, Dtd.: 15.04.2025

dege e it sRar
Central Bank of india

CENTRAL TO YOU SINCE 1911

REGIONAL OFFICE: 108 - B, Unit-VII,
Surya Nagar, Gopabandhu Square,
Bhubaneswar-751003,

Ph.: 0674-2397551, 2397199

UNAUTHORISED ABSENCE

Form No. STK -6

PUBLIC NOTICE

NETWCKOATLTS S & T PORTION OF THE WORK -
(1) CONSTRUCTION OF PQRS DEPOT AT SIKIR
YARD IN CONNECTION WITH JHARSUGUDA JN.
- TITLAGARH (UP, DN & SL} - TSR(P) - 33.546 TKM
IN SBP DIVISION. (2) CONSTRUCTION OF PQRS
DEPQT AT BAMPUR YARD IN CONNECTION
WITH JHARSUGUDA-SARLA-KEREJANG (UP,
DN & SL}- TSR{P) - 33.419 TKM IN SBP DIVISION.

RCUT TR Rs. 1,08,06,500.78

Bid Security :32,04,000/-

Tender closing Date & Time : USRI TXISRiIPE]
No manual offers sent by Post/Courier/Fax or in
person shall be accepted against such
e-Tenders even if these are submitted on firm’s letter
head and received in time. All such manual offers
shall be considered invalid and shall be rejected
summarily without any consideration.

Complete information including e-tender
documents of the above e-tender is available in
website: www.ireps.gov.in.

Note: The prospective tenderers are advised to revisit
the website 15 days before the date of closing of tender
to note any changes/ comrigenda issued for this tender,
Website:www.ireps.gov.in

Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer{Signal),

PR-61/Q/25-26

Sambalpur

Mr. Hemanta Kumar Naya
Substaff (Emp No.: 123894)

without any information, not

02.06.2005 of Central Bank o

be deemed that you have

India, service Rules.

Date: 22.04.2025
k, C/o.: Abhimanyu Naik, At/PO.:

Asanpat, Via: Ukhunda, Dist.: Keonjhar-758032, Odisha,

It is observed that you have been absent unauthorizedly from duty

submitting any application for leave

since 07.05.2019 nor obtained prior sanction from competent
authority. In this matter you had been advised to report vide letter
dated 10.09.2019 by Branch Manager, Purunabaulamala Branch
and vide letter dated 05.10.2023 by Regional Head, Bhubaneswar
Regional Office, Central Bank of India but you did not resume
the duty. Therefore, this notice is being given through newspaper
publication as a last chance to resume duty from your unauthorised
absence. Interms of Rule/Clause 33 of 8" Bipartite Settlement dated

f India, service Rules, you are advised

to report for duty and submit satisfactory explanation for your
absence within 30 days from date of this notice, failing which it will

voluntarily vacated your services

amounting to voluntary resignation from service without giving
requisite notice and you shall be liable for payments in term of Clause
33 of 8" Bipartite settlement dated 02.06.2005 of Central Bank of

Sd/- Chief Manager

Public Notice: ROC/C-PACE/STK-2/248(2)/2025-26/71
Reference: In the matter of striking off or removal of names of (4) companies in the state of Odisha

under section 248 of the Companies Act, 2013 in respect of:

S. No. I Work Item ’ CIN 1 Company Name
1 AB2905691 | US0900OR2018PTC028776

WHITE INK EDUCATION PRIVATE LIMITED

[Pursuant to sub-section (2) and sub-section (4) of section 248 of the Companies Act, 2013 and rule 7
of the Companies (Removal of Names of Companies from the Register of Companies) Rules, 2016]

Date: 07/04/2025

2 AB2968350

U749980R20200PC032753

VINDHYAVASHINI CATERING AND EVENT MANAGEMENT
(OPC) PRIVATE LIMITED

3 AB2980360

U151420R2004PTC007522

ARIHANT EDIBLE OILS PRIVATE LIMITED

4 AB3089227

U852000R2017PTC027340

UDRA UBUNTU HEALTHCARE PRIVATE LIMITED

2. Notice is hereby given that the Registrar of Companies had received applications from the above-mentioned companies under
section 248(2) of the Companies Act, 2013 for removal of its/their name (s) from the register of companies either on the ground
that they have failed to commence business within one year of their incorporation or on the ground that the company(ies) is/are
not carrying on any business or operation for a period of two immediately preceding financial years and has/have not made any
application (s) within such period for obtaining the status of a dormant company under section 455 of the Companies Act, 2013 or
the company(ies) have obtained the status of dormant company/subscribers to the memorandum have not paid the subscription
which they had undertaken to pay at the time of incorporation of a company and a declaration to this effect has not been filed
within one hundred and eighty days of its incorporation under subsection (1) of section 10A/ have not been carrying on any
business or operations, as revealed after the physical verification carried out under sub-section (9) of section 12, but it/they do not
wish to continue its/their registration as companies and have, therefore, requested for removal/strike off of its/their names from

the register of companies.

3. Accordingly, the Registrar of Companies proposes to remove or strike off the names of the above-mentioned companies from

the Register of Companies.

4. Any person objecting to the proposed removat or striking off name of the companies from the register of companies may send
his or her objection to the office address mentioned here above within thirty days from the date of publication of this notice.

CBC 07123/11/0074/2526

Centre for Processing Accelerated Corporate Exit

Irkan Tirkey
Assistant Registrar
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What is TRF, the
group that said it
attacked tourists?

ashmir Resistance, also known as

The Resistance Front (TRF), has
claimed responsibility for Tuesday’s at-
tack on tourists in Indian-administered
Kashmir, the deadliest incident of its
kind in India since the 2008 shootings
in Mumbai.
Here are some facts about the group.

WHAT IS TRF?

TRF emerged in 2019 and is considered
an offshoot of the Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), according to
the South Asia Terrorism Portal, a
Delhi-based think tank. Indian secu-
rity officials said TRF uses the name
Kashmir Resistance on social media
and online forums, where it claimed
responsibility for Tuesday’s attack

in Indian Kashmir's Pahalgam area.
Lashkar-e-Taiba, listed as a foreign
terrorist organisation by the United
States, is the Islamist group accused
of plotting attacks in India and in the
West, including the three-day assault
on Mumbai in November 2008. “This

is basically a front of the LeT. These
are groups which have been created
over the last years, particularly when
Pakistan was under pressure from

the Financial Action Task Force and
they were trying to create a pattern
of denial that they were involved in
terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir,” said
Ajai Sahni, head of the South Asia Ter-
rorism Portal.

WHAT HAS THE GROUP DONE?
The group has not previously had

any large incidents attributed to it,
according to Sahni. “All TRF operations
are essentially LeT operations. There

~ will be some measure of operational

freedom as to where they hit on the
ground, but the sanction would have
come from the LeT,” Sahni said.

WHAT DOES INDIA
SAY ABOUT TRF?

India’s interior ministry told parlia-
ment in 2023 that the group had been
involved in the planning of killings of
security force personnel and civilians
in Jammu and Kashmir. The group also
co-ordinated the recruitment of mili-
tants and the smuggling of weapons
and narcotics across the border, the
ministry said. As per the Intelligence
officials TRF had also been issuing
online threats against pro-India groups
for the past two years.

WHAT DOES PAKISTAN SAY?
Pakistan has denied that it supports
and funds militants in Kashmir, saying
it offers only moral and diplomatic

support. REUTERS

“Terrorism contradicts
Islam’s policy of peace’

rominent Muslim organisations

Wednesday strongly condemned
the Pahalgam terror attack, with the
Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind asserting that it
is wrong to give a religious colour to the
incident as terrorism is a "cancer" that
contradicts Islam's policy of promoting
peace. The All India Muslim Personal
Law Board (AIMPLB) condemned the
terror attack and decided to pause its
ongoing protest programmes against
the new Wagqf law for three days, start-
ing Wednesday, in solidarity with the
victims' families. As a mark of solidarity
with the bereaved families, the board
has suspended its campaign against the
"controversial amendments" to the Waqf
Act for three days, it said. S Q R llyas,
national convenor of the Majlis-e-Amal
for the protection of Wagf under the AIM-
PLB, said in a statement. Therefore, the
board has decided to suspend its protest
programmes under the Waqf Protection
Campaign for three days as an expres-
sion of mourning and sympathy for the
victims' families. Imam Umer Ahmed
Ilyasi, the head of the All India Imam
Organisation, said the imams of more
than 5.5 lakh mosques in the country will
give a strong message against terrorism,
along with praying for the victims of
the Pahalgam terror attack, during the
Friday prayers this week.

try is united to respond to this

cowardly act of Pakistan and its

MOHAN YADAV | MP CM

picchlaggu (hangers-on). Our gov-
ernment is moving ahead with a
very good plan. We all will pray to
Baba Mahakal (Lord Mahakalesh-
war) that no such cowardly act
happens again in the future

PAY TRIBUTE TO VICTIMS

The Supreme Court Wednesday observed
a moment of silence for the lives snuffed
out in a terror attack in Pahalgam in the
Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.
The moment of silence was observed by

all courts at around 2 pm, when the court
assembled in the post-lunch session

Valley sees 1st shutdown in 35 years

A wave of protests swept
J&K and other states
Wednesday against the
Pahalgam massacre, with
political parties as well
as religious and social
organisations

asserting that such acts
were against Islamic
teachings and calling for
unity in the face of the
challenge posed by
terrorists and their backers

AGENCIES

Srinagar, April 23: Kash-
mir valley observed a shut-
down against a terror attack
for the first time in 35 years
Wednesday as organisations
from all walks of life support-
ed the bandh call to protest the
killings in Pahalgam tourist
resort, officials said.

Terrorists struck at a prime
tourist location in Pahalgam
in south Kashmir Tuesday,
killing at least 26 people,
mostly tourists, and injuring
several others.

Security has been beefed up
across the valley, especially at
vital tourist spots.

Most of the shops, fuel
stations and other business
establishments were shut in
Srinagar, the officials said.
They said only shops dealing
in essential commodities were

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi/Srinagar, April
23: The Pahalgam terror attack
is set to deal a blow to tourism
in Jammu and Kashmir with
travel agencies in sev-

eral parts of the country Travel agents

:& ~—

open across the city. Public
transport was also sparse,
but private vehicles
were plying nor-
mally, they
added. Pri-
vate schools
were also
shut across
the valley,

but govern-
ment schools

were open, the
officials said.

The effect of the shut-
down was also witnessed in the
other district headquarters of
the valley, they said.

Peaceful protests were al-
so held at several places in
the valley, with the protes-
tors denouncing the attack.
They called for stopping the

astating strike on tourism, the
main stay of the economy in
Kashmir. In the national cap-
ital, travel agencies reported
that nearly 90 per cent bookings
for Kashmir have been can-
celled, while some tourists are
negotiating to shift their plans
to alternative destinations.
Tourism industry leaders in
Kolkata, a key hub in eastern
India for travel to J&K, claimed
that the incident could undo
years of recovery and growth
in the Kashmir valley.
Union Tourism Min-

reporting widespread jn J&K said ister Gajendra Singh
cancellations of sched- Shekhawat said that
uled trips to the Union MOStofthe ;.= i ictry will do
Territory even as the tOUrists were the best to "minimise”
Centre said it will do  |eaving the the dent on tourism in
the best to "minimise" vaIIey due J&K in the wake of the
the impact on hospital- to fear Pahalgam attack.

ity sector in J&K.
Travel agents in
J&K said most of the tourists
were leaving the valley due to
fear. "We know tourists have
by and large been safe in Kash-
mir but with such an incident
happening here, one cannot
expect them to stay back. The
cancellations are massive,
close to 80 per cent," Aijaz
Ali, a travel operator from
Srinagar, said. He said there
were cancellations of packages
even for next one month.
Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah said it was "heartbreaking"
to see the exodus of tourists. He
has called for a special cabinet
meeting Wednesday evening to
discuss the impact of the dev-

Interacting with re-
porters in Delhi, Shek-
hawat said he and his office are
in "continuous touch" with the
chief secretary and the tourism
secretary of the Union Territo-
ry and keeping an eye on the
situation.

Meanwhile, the Civil Avia-
tion Ministry has asked airlines
to ensure there is no surge in
airfares on the Srinagar route,
and airlines will be operating
additional flights to the city.

Air India and IndiGo will op-
erate a total of four additional
flights from Srinagar to the
national capital and Mumbai
Wednesday. Airlines have also
waived ticket rescheduling and
cancellation charges.

PAHALGAM
MASSACRE

A major revelation has emerged in

killing of innocent peo-
ple. Several political parties,
socio-religious organisation,
trade bodies, and civil society
groups called for a shutdown in
Kashmir to protest against the
attack in Baisaran meadows of
the Pahalgam resort in south
Kashmir's Anantnag district.
The ruling National Confer-

connection with the terrorist attack
in Jammu and Kashmir’s Pahal-
gam. According to Army sources,
Lashkar-e-Taiba’s top command-
er, Saifullah Khalid, has been
identified as the mastermind
behind the heinous assault.
Saifullah, who is also known by
the alias Saifullah Kasuri, is said to have been plotting the attack for
the past two months. During this time, he reportedly made two visits
to Pakistani Army camps as part of the planning process.
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ence (NC), Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP), Peoples' Confer-
ence, and Apni Party were
among the political outfits
that supported the shutdown
to protest the attack. Mutahi-
da Majlis Ulema (MMU) -- an
amalgam of several religious
bodies -- which is headed by
Hurriyat Conference chair-

man Mirwaiz Umar Farooq

appealed to the people
of J&K to protest the heinous
crime by marking a shutdown
Wednesday.

Kashmir's trade and tour-
ism bodies, including Kashmir
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustries, and Kashmir Traders
and Manufacturers Federation,
had also called for a shutdown.

As a mark of respect and
solidarity with the victims
and their families, the Pri-
vate Schools' Association of
Jammu and Kashmir (PSAJK)
announced the closure of all
private schools across Jammu
and Kashmir Wednesday.

The Kashmir University
has postponed all examina-
tions scheduled Wednesday.
Security has been beefed up
across the Kashmir valley, the
officials said.

They said security person-
nel were deployed in strength
at vital installations, import-
ant tourist spots and the entry
and exit points of the city as
well as other districts.

Check-points have been
established at several places
in the city as well as other
districts, they said. Security
forces were conducting check-
ing and frisking of vehicles
and people at several places,
they added.

Security forces were con-
ducting a massive search op-
eration in the Baisaran area of
Pahalgam to nab the attackers,
the officials said. Additional
forces have been deployed at
the tourist resort a day after
the attack.

Condolences continue to
pour from global leaders

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington/London: Europe-
an Commission president Ursu-
la von der Leyen, UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres, Brit-
ish Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er and Nepal Prime Minister K
P Sharma Oli were among the
world leaders who Wednesday
condemned the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack that killed 26 people.

Foreign Offices of Pakistan,
China, Germany, United Arab
Emirates and Sri Lanka too con-
doled the deaths in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pahalgam. Stephane
Dujarric, spokesman for the
UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres, said: “The Secre-
tary-General strongly condemns
the armed attack in Jammu and
Kashmir 22 April, in which at
least 28 people were killed.”
EU Commission president von
der Leyen Wednesdaytermed
the terror attack in Pahalgam
as “vile” and said that Europe
stands with India.

British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer and Foreign Secre-
tary David Lammy took to so-
cial media to express solidar-
ity with India. A little earlier,
Lammy posted on the platform:
“I am appalled by the horrific
and cowardly terrorist attack
on Kashmir earlier today. My
thoughts are with all of those
affected, especially those who
have lost loved ones.”

In Kathmandu, Nepal Prime
Minister K P Sharma Oli on
Wednesday condemned the
terrorist attack and extended
deepest condolences to the vic-
tims. “Nepal stands firmly with
India and strongly condemns
any and all acts of terrorism,”
Oli wrote on X.

Airport in New Delhi

Bereaved family members of Syed Adil Hussain Shah, a pony
ride operator who was killed in the terror attack at Pahalgam,
and others mourn during his funeral

Indian Navy Lt. Vinay Narwal's wife breaks down while paying tribute to her
husband after his mortal remains were brought at the cargo terminal of IGI

Members of the Pahalgam Taxi Owne
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victims in Kolkata, West Bengal

terror attack, amid ‘bandh’ in Anantnag district

People hold black balloons and posters in tribute to the terror attack

rs Association protest against the Pahalgam
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Newspapers turn front pages black

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Srinagar, April 23: Several
prominent newspapers in Kash-
mir Wednesday printed their
front pages black to protest the
brutal terrorist attack that left
26 people, mostly tourists, dead
in the Pahalgam hill resort the
previous day.

The striking act of protest by
the newspapers, each bearing
powerful headlines in white
or red, was a powerful public
display of solidarity and grief,
symbolising the collective sor-
row felt by the residents and the
media over the inhuman act.
The change in format by lead-
ing English and Urdu dailies,
including Greater Kashmir,
Rising Kashmir, Kashmir Uz-
ma, Aftab and Taimeel Irshad,
serves as a stark reminder of

 Kashmir

GRUESOME: Kashmir Gutted,
Kashmiris Grieving

the violence that has plagued
the region for decades.
“Gruesome: Kashmir Gutted,

Kashmiris Grieving”, screamed
the headline of leading English
daily Greater Kashmir in white

on a black layout, followed by
the subhead “26 killed in dead-
ly terror attack in Pahalgam”
in red. The paper’s front-page
editorial with the headline
“The massacre in the meadow
- Protect Kashmir’s soul” said
the attack has cast a dark shad-
ow over J&K, a region striving
to reclaim its legacy as a “Par-
adise on Earth".

“This heinous act is not
merely an assault on innocent
lives but a deliberate blow to
Kashmir’s identity and values
-- its hospitality, its economy,
and its fragile peace. Kash-
mir’s soul stands in unequiv-
ocal condemnation of this
brutality and offers heartfelt
condolences to the victims’
families, who sought beauty
but found tragedy,” the edito-
rial said.

TERROR TRAGEDY SHAKES NATION

Terrorists targeted male tourists after asking their religion

he daughter of a businessman from Pune killed in the terror attack in Jammu and Kashmir’s Pahalgam has

claimed that terrorists specifically targeted male tourists after asking them to identify their religion. Two
businessmen from Maharashtra’s Pune, Santosh Jagdale and Kaustubh Ganbote, sustained gunshot wounds in
the dastardly terrorist attack in Pahalgam Tuesday and later succumbed, officials said. Terrorists asked an LIC
manager from Indore, who belonged to the Christian community, to recite the 'Kalma' before shooting him dead,
his relatives claimed Wednesday and demanded harshest punishment for the assailants.

Par panel on Home calls off tour of J&K

key parliamentary panel has called off its scheduled tour of Jammu and Kashmir from April 25 following the

terror attack on tourists in Pahalgam in order to avoid diverting the focus of the security agencies, which are
currently fully engaged in handling the situation. The Standing Committee on Home Affairs headed by BJP MP
Radha Mohan Das Agrawal was to go on a study tour of Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh, both Union territories,
from April 25 to May 1, official sources said. However, Agrawal conveyed to the members of the panel the
decision to defer the tour after the terror attack in which at least 26 persons were shot dead by terrorists.

J&K govt announces %10 lakh ex-gratia

he Jammu and Kashmir government Wednesday announced an ex-gratia of 10 lakh for the families of each

of those killed in the Pahalgam terror attack Tuesday. Making the announcement, J&K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah said in a post on X, “Deeply shocked and anguished by the despicable terrorist attack in Pahalgam
yesterday. This barbaric and senseless act of brutality against innocent civilians has no place in our society.
We condemn it in the strongest possible terms. We mourn the precious lives lost.” The chief minister said no
amount of money can ever compensate for the loss of loved ones, but as a mark of support and solidarity, the
J&K government announces an ex-gratia of ¥10 lakh each for the families of the deceased. The chief minister also
announced 32 lakh for those seriously injured, and %1 lakh for those with minor injuries.
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The mas-
‘ sacre is

beastly. The
need of the hour is
to unite and close
ranks to strategise
ahead. Bedi also
stated, "Kashmir at peace will nev-
er be tolerated by our enemies—
the beasts

KIRAN BEDI | EX-LT GUV OF PONDICHERRY

| cannot
believe
that such a

prolonged terror ViR
strike took place. el
From what we're (L
hearing, the assail- a

ants selected their victims before
killing them. There were so many
Army personnel present. It's a bor-
der area. | will not speak much on
this now. What we want is strong
action against those behind this

MAMATA BANERJEE | WB CM

Our hearts go |
b out to the vic-

tims and their |
families during this |

%)
incredibly painful y/%

time. We stand
in unwavering g
solidarity with the families of the
victims and with all those affected
by this barbaric act

SUKHVINDER SINGH SUKHU | HP CM

SHORT TAKES

I Us Vice Prez Vance
calls up PM Modi

New Delhi: US Vice President
J D Vance spoke to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday and strongly
condemned the Pahalgam
terror attack. In the phone
conversation, Vance conveyed
to Modi that the United States
stands with the people of India
in this difficult hour. "Vice
President J D Vance called
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and strongly condemned the
dastardly terror attack in Jammu
and Kashmir," External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said.

I Man detained for
controversial post

Bokaro/Jamshedpur
(Jharkhand): One person
was arrested in Jharkhand's
Bokaro district Wednesday
after he allegedly uploaded

a controversial social media
post regarding the Pahalgam
terror attack, a police official
said. The individual, identified
as Md Naushad, purportedly
praised Pakistan and Lashkar-
e-Taiba for the terror strike in
a post on X, the official added.
"He was arrested from Millat
Nagar under the jurisdiction
of the Balidih police station.
He is being interrogated," said
Naveen Kumar, the officer-in-
charge of Balidih police station.

M UP man gets 20 years
in jail for raping minor

Sonbhadra (UP): A local
court Wednesday sentenced
aman to 20 years' rigorous
imprisonment for raping a
minor girl eight months ago
in a UP village. Additional
sessions and special judge,
POCSO, Amit Veer Singh
sentenced Akhilesh Bharti

to the jail term and imposed
a351,000 fine. Government
counsel Dinesh Prasad
Agrahari said the incident took
place September 2, 2024 at a
village in Duddhi area when
Bharti abducted the minor,
who was playing outside

her house and sexually
assaulted her.

1 22 kids return
from Karnataka

Shillong: Twenty-two children
from Meghalaya studying in an
illegal private boarding school in
Karnataka were handed over to
their parents here Wednesday,
an official said. The children
were studying in the illegal
boarding school in Karnataka.
On March 16 in a food poisoning
incident in the boarding school,
two children died and the

other children were shifted to

a government children's home,
the official said.

“ The Government
of Andhra Pradesh
stands in solidarity with Prime

Minister Narendra Modi and

the Union government in their

SC REFUSES TO STAY BPSC MAINS EXAM

The Supreme Court Wednesday refused to stay the
Bihar Public Service Commission (BPSC) mains exami-
nation scheduled for April 25 and rejected the pleas al-
leging paper leak during a preliminary test December 13

-

commitment to safeguarding
our nation's sovereignty and
responding to terrorism with
firm and decisive action

q N CHANDRABABU NAIDU I AP CM

struggle to come to terms

Many also demanded capital punishment for the perpetrators of the attack

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh/Kochi/Kan-
pur, April 23: A fun trip that
turned to tragedy in the flash
of an eye - or at the lightning
speed of a bullet. Wednesday,
distraught family members of
the 26 men gunned down by ter-
rorists in Pahalgam struggled
to come to terms with their dev-
astating loss.

Many also demanded capital
punishment for the perpetra-
tors of the attack. The bodies
of the 26 victims were brought
Wednesday in coffins to Sri-
nagar, where Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah laid wreaths,
before they were being brought
back home.

There was hardly a dry eye
as Indian Navy officer Vinay
Narwal's wife Himanshi bid
adieu to him embracing his
coffin wrapped in the trico-
lour. Narwal got married to
Himanshi April 16 and was on
his honeymoon trip to Pahal-
gam. But terrorists killed him
in cold blood in front of his
wife. The 26-year-old, a native
of Haryana, had been serving at
the Southern Naval Command
in Kochi for the past one and a
half years after joining the Navy
in 2022. Indian Air Force Corpo-
ral Tage Hailyang, hailing from
Arunachal Pradesh, was also
visiting Pahalgam with his wife
but lost his life in the attack.

Shubham Dwivedi, a 31-year-
old businessman from Kanpur,
got married just two months
ago February 12. On Tuesday,
the Dwivedi household was
immersed in grief after Shub-
ham was gunned down right in
front of his wife. He had gone to
Kashmir on a week-long vaca-

-+

Infiltration bid foiled; two terrorists killed

wo terrorists were killed Wednesday as an infiltration attempt was

foiled by security forces along the Line of Control in Jammu and
Kashmir's Baramulla district, officials said. The Army said the infiltration
bid was foiled in Uri Nala of the north Kashmir district. "At approximately
0100 hrs, alert troops deployed along the Line of Control (LoC) detected
suspicious movement of unidentified persons attempting to infiltrate into
Indian territory. The infiltrators were challenged and engaged, resulting
in a heavy exchange of fire," the Army said in a statement. In the ensuing
encounter, it said two terrorists were neutralised.

tion April 16 with his wife and
nine other family members.
Neeraj Udhwani was work-
ing as a chartered accountant
in Dubai and was on a visit
to his hometown Jaipur for a
wedding function. He went to
Pahalgam with his wife Ayushi.
Neeraj's mother Jyoti has de-
manded capital punishment
for those involved in the attack.
Bharath Bhushan from Benga-
luru, who was visiting Pahal-
gam with his wife Sujatha and
three-year-old son, was among
those shot dead by terrorists.
Sujatha's mother Vimla said
the shooting happened right
in front of her daughter, add-
ing once Sujatha realised her
husband was dead, she picked
up his identity cards and fled

An Indian Army helicopter patrols above Pahalgam, a day after a terror

attack, in Anantnag district, Jammu and Kashmir

PTI PHOTO

the scene with her son. In Shiv-
amogga, Roopa, sister of Manju-
nath Rao - another victim of the
attack-said this was the family's
first trip outside the state for
a holiday. According to her,
a friend of Manjunath called
around 4.30 pm. to inform her
that he had been hospitalised.

Kochi's Edapally native Ra-
machandran's love for travel,
a passion shared by his wife,
ended in tragedy when he
was gunned down in front of
his daughter who had come
down from Dubai to meet
her parents. Bereaved family
members of two Kolkata men
and one person from Purulia
district of West Bengal are also
waiting for the return of their
mortal remains.

last year. A bench comprising Justices Dipankar Datta

and Manmohan dismissed a batch of petitions seek-
ing the cancellation of the 70th BPSC Combined Com-
petitive Preliminary Exams, citing a lack of conclusive
evidence to justify a re-test for all candidates
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Teachers allow
Family members of victims SSC chief to leave

office after 40 hrs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, April 23: A section of
protesting teachers, who have
laid siege to the West Bengal
School Service Commission
(SSC) headquarters here, on
Wednesday allowed its chair-
man Siddhartha Majumdar to
leave his office after 40 hours
but continued their sit-in for
the third day.

Majumdar appeared be-
fore the Calcutta High Court
during the day in connection
with a hearing
related to the
presentation of

WEST BENGAL

list of untainted teachers sent
to the offices of district inspec-
tors of schools (DI) Wednesday
did not include the names of
10-11 members of the forum,
all deserving teachers.

He also said the SSC chair-
man told them that it was a
technical error and a fresh list
with these 10-11 omitted names
would be sent in a day or two.

The eligible teachers whose
names did not figure on
Wednesday's list included Chin-
moy Mondal, one of the partic-
ipants in
a series of
talks among

OMR sheets of the forum
the 2016 SSC re- SCHOOL jOB CRISIS members,
cruitment test. WBSSC

The agitators, who launched
the demonstration at 2 pm on
April 21, vowed that their sit-
in would continue, and around
500 of them remained at the site
this evening.

Earlier in the day, Majumdar
told PTI that he had returned
home and would take rest for
some time before attending
the court proceedings as per
schedule. One of the protest-
ers belonging to the Deserving
Teachers Forum said Majumdar
was allowed to leave his office
because he had to be physical-
ly present at the court, and also
to give him some reprieve from
confinement on health grounds.

Another forum leader Dhrit-

ish Mondal claimed that the

and the education minister
in the past. Around 500 'eligi-
ble' teachers, part of the 26,000
rendered jobless following the
April 3 Supreme Court order,
were currently on a sit-in out-
side the SSC office Wednesday,
on the third day, demanding
permanent reinstatement of
the 'untainted' teachers and
immediate termination of the
over 1,000 candidates of the
2016 SSC Recruitment Exams,
who were found to be tainted.
In another development, eight
non-teaching staff, among the
26,000 whose jobs were inval-
idated following the Supreme
Court order April 3, launched
a fast inside the SSC office de-
manding reinstatement.

ED attaches fresh assets worth
over 1,500cr in Sahara case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: The
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
Wednesday said it has attached
fresh assets worth more than
%1,500 crore as part of a mon-
ey-laundering investigation
against the Sahara Group.

A provisional order was
issued by the federal probe
agency under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
to attach a total of 1,023 acres
of land of Sahara Prime City
Limited in 16 cities. The total
value of these plots is %1,538
crore (according to the 2016
circle rate). These pieces of
land were purchased through
"benami" transactions, with
the funds "diverted" from Sa-
hara entities, the agency said
in a statement.

These pieces of land are located
in Gujarat, Odisha, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Rajasthan, Jammu

and Kashmir and Uttar Pradesh,
the statement said. Last week, the
ED attached 707 acres of land in
Amby Valley, located in Maha-
rashtra's Lonavala, worth 31,460
crore (market value).

Three FIRs registered
against Humara India Credit
Cooperative Society Limit-
ed (HICCSL) and others by
police in Odisha, Bihar and
Rajasthan, apart from more
than 500 such complaints filed
against Sahara Group entities
and related persons, have been

analysed by the ED.

The agency alleged that the
Sahara Group was running a
"Ponzi" scheme through vari-
ous entities, such as HICCSL,
Sahara Credit Cooperative
Society Limited (SCCSL), Sa-
harayn Universal Multipurpose
Cooperative Society (SUMCS),
Stars Multipurpose Coopera-
tive Society Limited (SMCSL),
Sahara India Commercial
Corporation Limited (SICCL),
Sahara India Real Estate Cor-
poration Limited (SIRECL),
Sahara Housing Investment
Corporation Limited (SHICL)
and other group entities.

"The group has cheated the
depositors and agents by al-
luring them with high returns
and commissions respectively,
and utilised the funds collect-
ed in a non-regulated manner
without any information or
control of the depositors," the
ED said.

2

Delhi court issues
non-hailable warrant
against Medha Patkar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: A Del-
hi court Wednesday issued a
non-bailable warrant against
Narmada Bachao Andolan lead-
er Medha Patkar and said she
“deliberately” flouted its order
to submit probation bonds and
deposit %1 lakh fine in a defama-
tion case of Delhi LG V K Saxena.

Observing her plea for ad-
journment was “frivolous and
mischievous” and filed with
the intent to “hoodwink” it,
the court cautioned Patkar
against her action saying it
could make it “reconsider the
benevolent sentence”. Addi-
tional sessions judge Vishal
Singh said, “Instead of appear-
ing before the court to comply
with the order on sentence dat-
ed April 8, the convict (Patkar)
is absent and has deliberately
failed to comply with the order
on sentence and to avail of the
benefit of probation subject
to furnishing of the compen-
sation amount." The court
went on, "The intention of the
convict is apparent that she is
deliberately violating the court
order; she is avoiding appear-
ing before the court and also
avoiding accepting the terms
of the sentence passed against
her. There is no order of sus-
pension of sentence passed by
this court April 8."

Apex court invokes
Article 142 to protect
career of 250 students

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: The
Supreme Court Wednesday
invoked Article 142 of the Con-
stitution to protect 250 students
from facing hurdles in educa-
tion due to the shifting of their
institute's campus.

Article 142 of the Constitu-
tion empowers the top court
to pass any decree or order
necessary for doing "complete
justice" in any case or matter
pending before it. A bench of
Justices B R Gavai and Augus-
tine George Masih was dealing
with a matter related to a prop-
erty in Mangaluru from where
a hotel management institute
was run.

"Faced with the difficulty
that on the one hand the ap-
pellant has to vacate the pres-
ent premises and on the other
hand, the campus where it is
proposing to relocate its insti-
tute, is not ready, the appellant
is required to shift its institute
at a temporary location," the
bench said.

The verdict went on, "We find
that this is a fit case wherein
this court should exercise its
extraordinary jurisdiction un-
der Article 142 of the Constitu-
tion of India to meet the ends
of justice. If we fail to exercise
the said power, the career of
about 250 students would be
jeopardised."

According to a settlement
agreement arrived at between
the property owner and the in-
stitute, the latter was required
to vacate the property on or
before April 30, 2025.

80% length of rivers posing risks from antibiotic pollution: Study

Potentially 315 million people in India could be exposed to environmental risks arising from rivers contaminated
with antibiotics, according to the study, which measured amounts of 21 antibiotics at 877 locations globally

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: Eighty
per cent of total length of India's
rivers could be posing environ-
mental and health risks due to
antibiotic pollution, a study has
estimated.

Along with India, Nigeria,
Ethiopia, Vietnam, and Paki-
stan are among the countries
facing similar risks due to
pollution from antibiotics,
the research, published in the
Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences (PNAS)
Nexus, said. Researchers from
McGill University, Canada, ex-
plained that antibiotics -- they
help fight bacterial diseases

-- are not completely metabo-
lised while passing through the
body, nor completely destroyed
or removed by most wastewater
treatment facilities.

Potentially 315 million people
in India could be exposed to en-
vironmental risks arising from
rivers contaminated with anti-
biotics, according to the study,
which measured amounts of
21 antibiotics at 877 locations
globally. Findings highlight the
need for appropriate wastewa-
ter management plans and im-
proving current practices, the
team said.

Regulations and guidelines
on use of antibiotics also need
to be updated, with a particular

S e e ST

focus on high-risk substances
and locations that pose the
greatest risk, they said. Most
high-risk areas were noted to

coincide with places where an-
tibiotics are readily available
without prescription and are
sometimes used preventively.

Previous studies have esti-
mated human consumption of
antibiotics to have increased
by 65 per cent between 2000
and 2015. For this study, the
researchers analysed the 'Riv-
erATLAS' dataset. The glob-
al network of RiverATLAS
contains 8,477,883 individual
river reaches (or segments),
representing about 36 million
kilometres of the world's riv-
ers. The dataset is maintained
by McGill University.

The team estimated that in a
year, people consume around
29,200 tonnes of the 40 most
used antibiotics -- about a
third of the amount enters the
world's rivers and 11 per cent

enters oceans and lakes, after
metabolism and wastewater
treatment. Further, six million
kilometres of rivers around
the world could be exposed
to antibiotic levels exceed-
ing thresholds that protect
ecosystems, with major con-
tributions from amoxicillin,
ceftriaxone, and cefixime, the
authors said.

Cefixime, which helps treat
bronchitis among others, was
found to be the substance con-
tributing the most to pollution
inrivers in India. The team also
predicted high antibiotic levels
in regions already affected by
antibiotic resistance, including
south and southeast Asia.
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We're trying
‘ to see how,

in this very
complex environ-
ment, UNRWA can |
best deliver for the
Palestine refugees "
it serves, for the communities it
serves

STEPHANE DUJARRIC I UN SPOKESMAN

I'll dedicate
more time to
Tesla starting

in May after the
company reported
a big drop in
first-quarter profit.
The company has faced angry
protests over Musk's leadership of
a federal government jobs-cutting
group that has divided the country

ELON MUSK | SENIOR ADVISOR, US

Your vote will
‘ determine
your future

and your children's
future. We are in

a changed world
with turbulence all
around. So, there is much at stake
in this election

LAWRENCE WONG | PRIME MINISTER,
SINGAPORE

SHORT TAKES

[ China backs Iran’s
nuclear talks with US

Beijing: China supports Iran
holding talks on its nuclear
program with the United
States and opposes the use of
force and “illegal” unilateral
sanctions to try to resolve the
issue, Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi told Iran’s foreign
minister Wednesday. Beijing is
willing to deepen coordination
and cooperation with Tehran
on international and regional
affairs, Wang told Iran’s Abbas
Araqchi during talks in the
Chinese capital, according to
a ministry statement. “The
Chinese side commends Iran’s
promise not to develop nuclear
weapons and respects Iran’s
right to utilise nuclear energy
peacefully,” Wang said.

[ Bridge collapses
after fire breaks out

Beijing: A bridge in Beijing's
northeastern Shunyi district
collapsed Wednesday
morning after a fire broke

out in its structure, according
to authorities and images
circulating on social media.
No casualties were reported
on the bridge, which was
already closed to traffic, the
Beijing Municipal Commission
of Transport wrote on the
social media platform Weibo.
The Chaobai river bridge

was damaged after the fire
broke out in the morning, the
commission said. The fire was
later put out.

¥ 211 candidates in fray
for Singapore election

Singapore: A total of 211
candidates will contest 92 out
of 97 parliamentary seats in
Singapore’s upcoming General
Election, scheduled for May

3. One Group Representation
Constituency was returned
uncontested following

the close of nominations
Wednesday. The ruling
People’s Action Party (PAP),
which has ruled the city-state
since it gained independence
in 1965, was the only party to
field candidates for all 97 seats
in 33 constituencies. Its largest
opponent, the Workers’ Party,
is fighting for 26 seats across
eight constituencies.

[ Gunmen kill 2 policemen
guarding polio team

Karachi: Two security
personnel guarding a polio
vaccination team were shot
dead by unidentified gunmen
Wednesday in Pakistan’s
restive Balochistan province,
police said. The incident took
place in the Teeri area of
Mastung district, where Levies
personnel protecting the
polio vaccination team were
attacked by masked gunmen,
Assistant Commissioner
Akram Harifal told the media.

Al bb

laborers and

in Colombia

'Trump signals China

tariffs to come down

China tariffs could come
down to between 50% and
65%, the paper said, citing

a White House official

REUTERS

Washington, April 23: The
Trump administration would
look at lowering tariffs on im-
ported Chinese goods pending
talks with Beijing, a source
familiar with the matter said
Wednesday, adding that any
action would be in conjunc-
tion with negotiations and not
made unilaterally.

The source’s comments fol-
lowed a Wall Street Journal
report, citing people familiar
with the matter, that the White

Pak’s civil, military
leaders to meet April
24 over India’s move

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, April 23: Paki-
stan’s Defence Minister Kha-
waja Asif Wednesday night said
that the top civilian and military
leadership will meet Thursday
to formulate an appropriate
response to India’s move to sus-
pend the Indus Water Treaty and
downgrade diplomatic ties.

India Wednesday suspended
the Indus Water Treaty of 1960
and announced downgrading
diplomatic ties with Pakistan, in-
cluding expulsion of its military
attaches in view of cross-border
links to the Pahalgam terror at-
tack that killed 26 people.

“A session of the National
Security Committee will be
held under the chair of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,” Asif
said in a statement.

He added that decisions will
be taken to give “an appropriate
response to the Indian steps”.

All services chiefs and key
cabinet ministers would attend
the meeting. Such meetings
are summoned on key occa-
sions when the issues related
to national security are to be
discussed. In New Delhi, the
Cabinet Committee on Security
(CCS) met Tuesday evening un-
der the chairmanship of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
firmed up the responses to the
terror attack.

House is considering cutting
its tariffs on Chinese imports
in a bid to de-escalate tensions
with Beijing.

China tariffs could come
down to between 50% and 65%,
the paper said, citing a White
House official. President Don-
ald Trump since returning to
the White House in January
has ramped up tariffs on Chi-
nese imports to 145%.

Trump has not made a deci-
sion, the Journal said, adding
that the discussions remain
fluid and several options are
on the table.

The White House did not im-
mediately respond to a request
for comment.

US stocks extended their
early session gains after the
report. The market had opened

sharply higher on a combina-
tion of relief among investors
over comments from Trump
late Tuesday that were seen
as constructive about the tar-
iffs on China, and on Trump
backing away from threats
to fire the head of the Feder-
al Reserve. The benchmark
S&P 500 index was up 3.3% at
a two-week high in mid-morn-
ing trading.

Trump expressed optimism
Tuesday that he would make
progress with China that
would substantially lower
tariffs on their imports but al-
so warned that “if they don’t
make a deal, we’ll set the deal.”

Trump said a deal would re-
sult in “substantially” lower
tariffs on Chinese goods.

“It won’t be that high,”
Trump said when asked about
the current rates. “It won’t be
anywhere near that.”

The Journal said the admin-
istration is also considering
a tiered approach similar to
one proposed by the House of
Representatives committee on
China late last year: 35% levies
for items the US deems not a
threat to national security, and
at least 100% for items deemed
as strategic to America’s inter-
est, some of the people said.
That bill proposed phasing in
those levies over five years.

The government's
reforms do not
recognize the reality

of 16 million informal

unemployed people

JAIME ALBERTO CABAL I
PRESIDENT OF COLOMBIA’S NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF MERCHANTS

CHINA REVEALS NEW
TEAM OF ASTRONAUTS

China will launch three astronauts

aboard the Shenzhou-20 spacecraft

Thursday at 5:17 p.m. Beijing time from

Jiuguan Satellite Launch Centre. The
mission, marking China’s 10th Space

Day, will rotate the current crew aboard
the space station after six months of

continuous manned operations

Israeli airstrikes kil

10 in school housing
displaced families

REUTERS

Cairo/Gaza, April 23: An
Israeli airstrike on a school
sheltering displaced families
in northern Gaza killed at least
10 people Wednesday, while an-
other hit a children’s hospital,
medics said, as three European
leaders called on Israel to end
its blockade on aid.

Since a January ceasefire
collapsed March 18, Israeli
attacks have killed more than
1,600 Palestinians, according
to the Gaza health authorities,
and hundreds of thousands
have been displaced as Israel
seized what it calls a buffer
zone of Gaza’s land.

Israel has also imposed a
blockade on all goods into
Gaza, including fuel and elec-
tricity, since the beginning of
March.

The foreign ministers of
Germany, France, and Britain
jointly called on Israel to ad-
here to international law and
allow the unhindered passage
of humanitarian aid into Gaza
Wednesday.

They also urged for the
ceasefire to be restored and
for remaining hostages held
by militant group Hamas to
be released.

“Humanitarian aid must
never be used as a political tool
and Palestinian territory must
not be reduced nor subjected to
any demographic change,” the
ministers said in a statement.

Chinese honor guards march after the arrival ceremony attended by Chinese President Xi Jinping and Azerbaijani

President Ilham Aliyev at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing Wednesday

Ukraine talks falter after

REUTERS

London/Paris, April 23: US,
Ukrainian and European offi-
cials held “substantive” meet-
ings Wednesday to try to get
peace talks back on track after
the cancellation of US Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio’s
trip raised questions over how
much progress was being made.

Rubio’s no show to the Lon-
don talks prompted a broader
meeting with foreign ministers
from Ukraine, Britain, France
and Germany to be cancelled,
underscoring the gaps in po-

sitions between Washington,
and Kyiv and its European al-
lies over how to bring an end to
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

The downgrading of the talks
comes at a critical time, days af-
ter US President Donald Trump
warned that Washington could
walk away if there was no prog-
ress on a deal soon. Trump raised
the pressure Sunday when he
said he hoped Moscow and Kyiv
would make a deal this week to
end the three-year conflict.

At the heart of Wednesday’s
talks was an attempt to estab-
lish what Kyiv can possibly

PTI PHOTO

POWERFUL QUAKE
SHAKES ISTANBUL

REUTERS

Istanbul, April 23: More
than 150 people were injured
when they jumped from build-
ings in Istanbul Wednesday as
one of the strongest quakes in
years hit the city.

Many people gathered
in parks and others sat on
doorsteps, or stood outside
their homes in the centre of
Istanbul as aftershocks from
the magnitude 6.2 quake on
the European side of the city
continued to be felt.

“It started with a big tremor
all of a sudden and we felt it
very strongly,” said Istanbul
resident Neslisah Aygoren,
sitting in a park.

“I ran straight to my dog in
fear, hugged it and we wait-
ed for it to end, lying on the
ground. After that, we took
our belongings and went
straight to the street.”

A total of 151 people were
hurt and received hospital
treatment after leaping from
buildings in panic during the
tremor but none were in a
critical condition, the Istan-
bul governor’s office said.

It said one abandoned
building collapsed in cen-
tral Istanbul, but nobody
was hurt there, while there
was no damage to energy or
water infrastructure in the
city of 16 million on the Eu-
ropean and Asian shores of
the Bosphorus Strait. Some
shops closed.

Two years ago Turkey suf-
fered the deadliest and most
destructive earthquake in its

Il 151 PEOPLE INJURED AFTER
JUMPING IN PANIC, NONE
CRITICAL

Il ONE ABANDONED BUILDING
COLLAPSED, NOBODY HURT
THERE

Il EPICENTRE NEAR SILIVRI, 80 KM
WEST OF ISTANBUL

Il PRESIDENT ERDOGAN
MONITORING SITUATION

modern history. That 7.8-mag-
nitude quake in February 2023
killed more than 55,000 people
and injured more than 107,000
in southern Turkey and north-
ern Syria.

Hundreds of thousands
of people remain displaced,
with many still living in tem-
porary housing as a result of
that quake.

The latest tremor also re-
vived memories of a 1999
earthquake near Istanbul that
killed 17,000.

The epicentre of Wednes-
day’s quake, which hit at 12:49
pm, was in the area of Silivri,
some 80 km (50 miles) to the
west of Istanbul. It was at a
depth of 6.92 km (4.3 miles),
Turkey’s AFAD disaster agen-
cy said.

Transport Minister Ab-
dulkadir Uraloglu said in-
spections did not reveal any
damage to highways, airports,
trains or subways.

President Tayyip Erdogan
said on X he was monitoring
the situation and his office
issued advice on what people
should do in the case of fur-
ther quakes.

Rubio no-show

Rubio cancels London visit, officials
to continue talks

49 Officials try to bridge gaps, see
what Kyiv can accept

49 Ukraine will negotiate but not
surrender, says deputy PM

49 Trump had warned US could walk
away without progress soon

accept after Trump’s special
envoy Steve Witkoff presented
proposals to a similar session
in Paris last week. Three dip-
lomats said those proposals
appeared to demand more con-
cessions from Ukraine than

Russia.

A spokesperson for British
Prime Minister Keir Starmer
played down any disappoint-
ment over Rubio’s abrupt can-
cellation and said the talks in-
volved “substantive technical

meetings with European, US
and Ukrainian officials on how
to stop the fighting”.

“We remain absolutely com-
mitted to securing a just and last-
ing peace in Ukraine and these
talks today are an important part
of that,” the spokesperson said.

Since Trump expressed
his desire to broker peace in
Ukraine and made a surprise
call to Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin in February, Euro-
pean nations have scrambled
to find ways to support Kyiv
against Moscow while keeping
the US onside.

Dialysis patients struggle to get treatment in blockaded Gaza

The situation has worsened dramatically
since March, when Israel sealed off the
territory, halting imports of food, medical
supplies, and fuel

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Deir Al-Balah (Gaza Strip),
April 23: Twice a week,
54-year-old Mohamed Attiya’s
wheelchair rattles over the
battered streets of Gaza as he
makes his way to Shifa Hospi-
tal in the north of Gaza City.
There, he undergoes dialysis to
treat the kidney failure he has
lived with for nearly 15 years.
But the treatment he receives
now, shortened and infrequent
due to war and a lack of medi-
cal supplies, is far from enough.
“It just brings you back from
death,” says Attiya, a father
of six.

His story is one of hundreds.
According to Gaza’s Health

Ministry, over 400 dialysis
patients—nearly 40% of all
such patients in the territo-
ry—have died since the war
began 18 months ago. These
are not the highly visible casu-
alties of bombings or airstrikes,
but slow, preventable deaths
caused by the collapse of Gaza’s
health care system under the
weight of conflict and blockade.

The situation has worsened
dramatically since March,
when Israel sealed off the ter-
ritory, halting imports of food,
medical supplies, and fuel. Is-
raeli officials say the blockade
is meant to pressure Hamas in-
to releasing hostages. However,
the consequences for ordinary
civilians have been devastat-

ing. Among them are kidney
patients like Attiya, whose
survival depends on regular,
reliable treatment.

Dialysis is a life-sustaining
process that removes waste
and excess fluid from the blood,
something damaged kidneys
can no longer do. Patients typ-
ically need three sessions a

week, lasting about four hours
each. But in Gaza, limited fuel,
damaged infrastructure, and
medical shortages have re-
duced sessions to just two per
week, often cut short to two or
three hours.

According to the World
Health Organization, six of
Gaza’s seven dialysis centers

For these patients,
survival is not only
about war — it’s
about whether they
can get to a hospital,
find clean water, and
stay alive between
sessions

have been destroyed since
the war began. The number of
functioning dialysis machines
has dropped from 182 to just
102, and the stockpile of kid-
ney medications is reportedly
“zero.” Access to clean water,
essential for dialysis patients,
is also critically low after Isra-
el cut power to Gaza, shutting
down a major desalination
plant.

Attiya has been displaced
six times since fleeing his
home near Beit Hanoun. He

once walked to his hospital
treatments, but the limited di-
alysis and high cost of mineral
water have weakened him so
much that he now depends on a
wheelchair. “There is no trans-
portation. Streets are damaged.
Life is difficult and expensive,”
he says.

Dr Ghazi al-Yazigi, head of
nephrology at Shifa Hospital,
confirmed that at least 417
patients have died from inad-
equate dialysis since the war
began. Patients suffer complica-
tions such as high toxin levels
and fluid buildup, which can be
fatal without proper care.

Mohamed Kamel, another
patient, began dialysis only
recently after developing kid-
ney failure during the war.
“I feel no improvement after
each session,” he says. With
no access to filtered water
and missed appointments due
to bombings, his health contin-
ues to decline.
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Bull run makes
investors richer

In the past seven
trading days, the BSE
benchmark zoomed

6,209.34
points or 8.48%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23:
Investors added Rs 36.65
lakh crore to their wealth
in seven days of a steep
rally in the equity mar-
ket, where the benchmark
Sensex jumped over 8 per
cent during this period.

On Wednesday, the
30-share BSE benchmark
gauge jumped 520.90
points or 0.65 per cent
to settle at 80,116.49, the
highest closing level since
December 18. During
the day, it surged 658.96
points or 0.82 per cent to
80,254.55.

In the past seven trad-
ing days, the BSE bench-
mark zoomed 6,269.34
points or 8.48 per cent.

Thanks to the rally in
equities, the market cap-
italisation of BSE-list-
ed firms surged by Rs
36,65,542.83 crore to Rs
4,30,47,876.05 crore ($5.04
trillion) during this time.

"Benchmark indices
closed higher for the
7th straight session on

“Wednesday, helped by
positive global cues.
Markets opened sharply
higher in the morning,

helped by an overnight
rally in the US markets
after Trump ruled out
firing the US Fed chair
Powell. Trump also ex-
pressed optimism over
the trade deal with China,
further lifting the global
sentiment.

"However, markets
had a volatile session in
the morning as banking
stocks saw profit-book-
ing with indices giving
up opening gains, only to
bounce back in a steady
rebound throughout the
day on sustained buying
to close near day's highs,"
Satish Chandra Aluri,
Analyst at Lemonn Mar-
kets Desk, said.

Among the Sensex
firms, HCL Tech surged
the most by 7.72 per cent
after the firm posted an
8.1 per cent increase in
consolidated net profit
at Rs 4,307 crore for the
March quarter 2024-25,
mainly on account of
large deals with a total
contract value of about
Rs 25,500 crore.

Central Bank holds mega credit camp

Cuttack: Central Bank of India, Pira Bazar Branch, Cuttack
organised a mega credit camp for SHG Bank linkage April
23 at Maa Bhagwati Mandap, Bhairpur in presence of

Prasanta Behera,

MLA Tangi-Salipur.

On this occasion,
Behera, underlined the

, significance of SHG

financing in empowering

& 272 women to take control of

their financial decisions

and livelihood, particularly in rural and semi urban areas.
Further he added that the SHG-Bank Linkage programme
has been instrumental in promoting financial inclusion
and reducing poverty. He also appreciated the endeavour
of the bank for continuously striving towards various
women centric schemes for upliftment of society and as a
whole improving the economy of the nation. The bank also
distributed sanction letters to different SHGs aggregating
to an amount of Rs 2.5 crore. The programme was held in
presence of Pankaj Kumar, Regional Head, Regional Office,
Bhubaneswar, Santosh Ku Das, Branch Head, Pira bazar
Branch, along with other senior bank officials.

WB lowers FY26
growth forecast

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: The
World Bank Wednesday
lowered India's growth
forecast for the current
fiscal by 4 percentage
points to 6.3 per cent amid
global economic weakness
and policy uncertainty.

In its previous estimate,
the World Bank had pro-
jected India's growth at 6.7
per cent for the fiscal year
2025-26.

In India, growth in
FY24/25 disappointed be-
cause of slower growth in
private investment and
public capital expenditures
that did not meet govern-
ment targets, the World
Bank said in its twice-year-
ly regional outlook.

"In India, growth is
expected to slow from 6.5
per cent in FY24/25 to 6.3
per cent as in FY25/26 as
the benefits to private in-
vestment from monetary
easing and regulatory
streamlining are expected
to be offset by global eco-
nomic weakness and pol-
icy uncertainty," said its
South Asia Development

Update, Taxing Times.

The World Bank re-
port said the benefits to
private investment from
monetary easing and reg-
ulatory streamlining are
expected to be offset by
global economic weakness
and policy uncertainty.

"Private consumption
is expected to benefit from
tax cuts, and the improv-
ing implementation of
public investment plans
should boost government
investment, but export de-
mand will be constrained
by shifts in trade poli-
cy and slowing global
growth," it said.

It further said that amid
increasing uncertainty in
the global economy, South
Asia's growth prospects
have weakened, with
projections downgraded
in most countries in the

region.
Stepping up domestic
revenue mobilisation

could help the region
strengthen fragile fiscal
positions and increase
resilience against future
shocks, it said.

The Washington-head-
quartered multilateral
agency has projected re-
gional growth to slow to
5.8 per cent in 2025, 0.4
percentage points below
October projections be-
fore ticking up to 6.1 per
cent in 2026.

When consumer price inflation
is decisively around its target
rate of 4 per cent and growth
is still moderate and recov-
ering, monetary policy needs
to nurture domestic demand
impulses to further increase
the growth momentum

-~ SANJAY MALHOTRA | GOVERNOR, RBI

LG ELECTRONICS

DELAYS INDIA UNIT IPO

South Korea’s LG Electronics has de-
layed its Indian unit’s IPO plans due to
market volatility and is now targeting
launching the offering in the second or
third quarter of fiscal year 2025-2026,
instead of May, a source with direct
knowledge said Wednesday

Luxury items above J10L to attract 1% TCS Surge in export orders
pushes business growth

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: Handbags,
wrist watches, footwear and sports-
wear, priced above Rs 10 lakh will
now attract 1 per cent Tax Collect-
ed at Source (TCS), as per a noti-
fication issued by the Income Tax
department.

TCS at 1 per cent rate is current-
ly being levied on motor vehicles
costing above Rs 10 lakh effective
January 1, 2025.

The Income Tax department
April 22 notified the list of speci-
fied luxury goods and collectibles

%1

TCS is collected from the buy-

costing above Rs 10 lakh was in-
troduced via Finance Act, 2024,
as part of the Budget presented in
July, 2024.

The obligation to collect TCS
shall be on the seller in respect of
the notified goods such as wrist
watches, art objects such as paint-
ings, sculptures, and antiques, col-
lectible items including coins and
stamps, yachts, helicopters, luxury
handbags, sunglasses, footwear,
high-end sportswear and equip-
ment, home theatre systems, and
horses intended for racing or polo.

Nangia Andersen LLP Tax Part-

on which 1 per cent TCS will apply
henceforth.

The list includes wrist watches,
art objects such as paintings, sculp-
tures, and antiques, collectible
items including coins and stamps,
yachts, helicopters, luxury hand-
bags, sunglasses, footwear, high-
end sportswear and equipment,

er at the time of sale of specified
goods and can be adjusted against
the tax liability of the purchaser
at the time of filing of I-T returns.

TCS does not garner any addi-
tional revenue, but helps the tax
department to trace high value
spending as PAN details have to be
submitted at the time of purchase.

ner Sandeep Jhunjhunwala, said
this notification operationalises
the government's intent to en-
hance monitoring of high-value
discretionary expenditure and
strengthen the audit trail in the
luxury goods segment.

It reflects a broader policy ob-
jective of expanding the tax base

home theatre systems, and horses
intended for racing or polo.

The TCS provision for luxury
goods as well as motor vehicles

and promoting greater financial
transparency.

REUTERS

Bangalore, April 23: India's
private sector growth rose to
an eight-month high in April
fueled by robust demand, par-
ticularly a surge in foreign or-
ders for manufactured goods,
according to a survey, but
business confidence showed
some signs of softening.

While the latest data under-
scores a vibrant start to the
fiscal year for India's economy,
the souring outlook will make it
challenging to maintain momen-
tum at a time when US President
Donald Trump's tariffs have hurt
business sentiment.

The HSBC flash India Com-
posite Purchasing Managers'
Index (PMI), compiled by S&P
Global, climbed to 60.0, up from
59.5 in March, the strongest

8-MONTH HIGH

pace of combined manufactur-
ing and services growth since
August. The 50-mark separates
growth from contraction.

Manufacturing growth un-
derpinned the strong perfor-
mance, with the index rising
to 58.4 from 58.1 and reach-
ing a level not seen in a year.
The services PMI index also
showed solid growth, rising to
a four-month high of 59.1 from
58.5 last month.

Ministry of Steel
Government of India

ALGERIA AZERBALJAN BANGLADESH BELGIUM

BENIN

INDIA STEEL 2025:

3 DAYS CONFERENCE & EXHIBITION
FOR A SELF-RELIANT INDIAN STEEL SECTOR

BEGINS TODAY!

INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE CUM
EXHIBITION ON
STEEL INDUSTRY
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24 - 26 April 2025

Bombay Exhibition Centre
(NESCO), Mumbai

b Steel drives self-reliance, powering industrial
growth as the backbone of our nation.

We are committed to a long-term vision for

transforming the steel sector. b b
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Athletes demand end of

sporting ties with Pak

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: India's
sporting fraternity oscillat-
ed between grief and rage as
it joined the nation in con-
demning the deadly terrorist
attack in Pahalgam with some
demanding that the country
should cut all sports ties with
Pakistan.

On Tuesday, terrorists
opened fire at a prime tourist
location in south Kashmir's
Pahalgam, killing at least 26
civilians and injuring several
others. The Resistance Front
(TRF), a shadow group of the
banned Pakistan-based Lash-
kar-e-Taiba (LeT) terror group,
has claimed responsibility for
the attack.

Sachin Tendulkar and Virat
Kohli expressed shock as they
mourned the loss of lives.

"The affected families must
be going through an unimag-
inable ordeal - India and the
world stand united with them
at this dark hour, as we mourn
the loss of lives and pray for
justice," Tendulkar wrote.

"Heartfelt condolences to the
families of the victims. Praying
for peace and strength to fam-
ilies all those who lost their
lives and justice to be served for
their cruel act," Kohli posted on
his Instagram.

Former India cricketer Shre-
evats Goswami wrote a strong-
ly-worded post, demanding an
end to all sporting ties with
Pakistan.

"And this is exactly why I say
-you don't play cricket with Pa-
kistan. Not now. Not ever. When
BCCI or the government refused
to send India to the Champions
Trophy in Pakistan, some had
the audacity to say, 'Oh, but
sport should rise above poli-
tics'," Goswami wrote.

"...murdering innocent Indi-
ans seems to be Pakistan's na-
tional sport and India should
respond with zero tolerance
and not with bats and balls,"

SHORT TAKES

PSG script history
with unbeaten streak

Nantes: Paris Saint-Germain made
history with their unbeaten run in
Ligue 1 with a 1-1 draw against FC
Nantes at Stade de la Beaujoire.
PSG have not lost any of their last
39 away matches in Ligue 1 (30
wins, nine draws), marking the
longest unbeaten away streak

by any club in the history of

the top five European leagues,
surpassing AC Milan's run of 38
from 1991 to 1993. The opening
goal of the contest came midway
in the 33rd minute with Vitinha
breaking the scoreless deadlock.
Vitinha played the ball out to the
right for Ousmane Dembélé, who
accelerated and found Kang-in Lee
in the middle.

Barcelona increase
Spanish league lead

Madrid: Dani Olmo scored early
in the second half as Barcelona
defeated Mallorca 1-0 to increase
its Spanish league lead. The home
win Tuesday gave the Catalan
club a seven-point lead over

Real Madrid, which visits Getafe
Wednesday. Barcelona, seeking
its first league title since 2023,
has five league games left. Olmo's
winner came a minute into the
second half at Montjuic stadium,
with the playmaker finding the
net from inside the area. It was
the third consecutive victory

for Barcelona in the league. The
Catalan side had 40 attempts on
goal, while Mallorca had only four
— none on target.

Pugilists enter semis

Amman: Rudraksh Singh

Khaidem (46kg) showed technical
superiority on his way to a flawless
3-0 win over Kyrgyzstan's Aidar
Musaev as all six Indians in action
Wednesday advanced to the
semifinals of the Asian U-15 & U-17
Boxing Championships here. In

the men's U-15 category, Harsil
(37kg) and Sanchit Jayani (49kg)
secured commanding 5-0 victories,
while Sanskar Vinod Atram (35kg)
posted a solid 4-1 win. Prikshit
Balahra (40kg) eked out a hard-
fought 3-2 win over Mongolia's
Akhmyetkhan Nursalyem. In the
women's U-15 section, Milky
Meinam (43kg) dominated Yeldana
Abdigani of Kazakhstan with a 5-0
verdict.

PAHALGAM TERROR ATTACK

#

he added.

While India has not played
bilateral cricket with Pakistan
since 2012-13, and the BCCI de-
clined to send its team for the
Champions Trophy earlier this
year, other Indian teams have
continued to travel to Pakistan
for international events.

Goswami, who had recently
visited Pahalgam, said he had
sensed hope and peace return-
ing to the valley.

"And now... this bloodshed
again. It breaks something in-
side you. It makes you question
how many more times we're
expected to stay silent, stay
"sporting," while our people
die. No more. Not this time,"
he added.

Expressing his grief and an-
ger over the incident, World
champion powerlifter Mahant
Gaurav Sharma said, "I am
deeply shocked by the tragic
loss of innocent lives in the
gruesome terror attack at Pa-

And this is exactly why
“ I say - you don't play
cricket with Pakistan.

Not now. Not ever. When
BCCI or the government refused
to send India to the Champions
Trophy in Pakistan, some had
the audacity to say, ‘Oh, but
sport should rise above politics’

SHREEVATS GOSWAMI | FORMER INDIA CRICKETER

halgam. This was a coward-
ly act. I extend my heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved
families and offer prayers for
the departed souls. The Indian
government must take decisive
action against those responsi-
ble for this heinous attack."
Sharma also called for a
complete halt to all cricketing
ties with Pakistan, including
matches in ICC tournaments.
"The BCCI should not engage
in any cricket with Pakistan,
not even in ICC events. A clear
message must be sent: if you
support terrorism, we will not

maintain any form of sporting

ties. Enough is enough; strong
and uncompromising action is
needed," he asserted.

On  Wednesday, BCCI
Vice-President Rajeev Shukla
also addressed whether India
and Pakistan will continue to
face off in ICC events. “India
and Pakistan do not play bilat-
eral series, and we will contin-
ue to do what the Government
tells us to do,” Shukla said.

Indian cricket team head
coach and former BJP MP Gau-
tam Gambhir wrote: "Praying
for the families of the deceased.
Those responsible for this will
pay. India will strike."

Olympic gold medallist
duo of javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra and Abhinav Bindra
prayed for the victims.

"Heartbroken by the tragic
attack in Jammu & Kashmir.
Prayers for the victims and
their families," Chopra wrote.

"Heartbroken by the horrific

Inter Kashi stun Bengaluru FC

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhubaneswar, April 23:
Matija Babovic’s late equalis-
er helped Inter Kashi pull off a
stunning result as they defeat-
ed Indian Super League (ISL)
runner-ups Bengaluru FC, 3-5
on penalties, after the sides
played out a 1-1 draw in regu-
lation time, in their Kalinga Su-
per Cup Round of 16 clash at the
Kalinga Stadium, here Wednes-
day. Ryan Williams’ strike
early in the second period had
given the Blues the lead before
Babovic’s late strike forced the
game into the tiebreaker.
Aleksandar Jovanovic wore

Bheke at the heart of the back-
line. Lalremtluanga Fanai came
in place of Suresh Wangjam,
and Vinith Venkatesh started
for Gerard Zaragoza’s side.
Inter Kashi got off to a good
start, with Haorem Tomba
Singh and skipper Nikola Sto-
janovic making interceptions
in midfield to set the early tone.
Former Bengaluru FC player
Edmund Lalrindika made early
inroads in the final third using
his pace as Inter Kashi came
closest to opening the scoring
through Prasanth Karuthadath-
kuni, who hit the post after wel-
coming in Edmund’s pass.
Tomba tested Gurpreet

range, and at the other end,
Inter Kashi threw bodies on
the line as Bijoy V. and David
Munoz blocked attempts from

Williams and Noguera as the
spaces began to open up. Bhutia
dragged his attempt wide after
Williams threaded one through
to the right-back as the sides en-
tered the lemon break goalless.

Williams forced a save from
Shubham Dhas in the very first
action of the second half, and
moments later, Gurpreet Singh
Sandhu reacted brilliantly to
deny Prasanth’s deflection and
Stojanovic’s free-kick as both
teams pushed on in search of
the opening goal.

Zaragoza brought on Jorge
Pereyra Diaz for Fanai, and
the pressure paid off in the 62nd

minute when Williams curled
in a fine left-footed finish after
Inter Kashi failed to clear Nogu-
era’s clipped pass into the area.

Sunil Chhetri and Suresh

the captain’s armband for Wangjam entered the fray in
the Blues and replaced Rahul KAL'NGA SU PER CUP place of Vinith and Mendez,

and the fresh legs offered great-
er impetus in attack, allowing
Namgyal Bhutia and Naorem
Roshan Singh to combine well
in attack and almost linking up
for the Blues’ second goal.
Despite more than half at-
tempts for Zaragoza’s side in
the second half, they could not
add to their advantage, and this
proved costly as substitutes Ari-
tra Das and Matija Babovic com-
bined to pull Inter Kashi level
in the 87th minute as the tie
headed to penalties. Shubham
denied Noguera’s spot-kick, and
Inter Kashi’s players converted
all five penalties to ensure pas-
sage to the quarterfinal.

terrorist attack in Pahalgam. My
thoughts are with the victims
and their families. Terror has
no place in our world , we must
stand united against hatred and
violence," Bindra added.

The attack is the deadliest
terrorist act in the valley since
the 2019 Pulwama strike.

Olympic  medal-winning
former hockey goalkeeper PR
Sreejesh, shuttler Saina Ne-
hwal and two-time world cham-
pion boxer Nikhat Zareen also
called for justice.

"Condemnation is not
enough, justice must follow.
Our hearts bleed for Pahalgam.
Terror must never win. Prayers
for all affected in the Pahalgam
attack," Sreejesh wrote.

Political tensions between
the countries have led to the
Indian team avoiding travel to
Pakistan since 2008, while the
two have not played each other
outside of men's major tourna-
ments since 2013.

SPORTS

Hitman fires again

Mumbai Indians pulverise hapless Sunrisers Hyderabad
by seven wickets to record fourth win on the trot

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hyderabad, April 23: A ram-
pant Mumbai Indians rode on
Rohit Sharma's (70) second
consecutive fifty to pulverise a
hapless Sunrisers Hyderabad
by seven wickets in their Indi-
an Premier League match here
Wednesday.

Mumbai Indians' fourth win
on the trot, which took them to
the third spot from the earlier
sixth on the points table, came
after SRH posted a below-par
143/8 and Rohit making the
most of the perfect batting con-
ditions to score 70 off 46 balls
(8x4s, 3x68).

MI scored 146/3 in 15.4 overs
to win the match with 26 balls
to spare, with Suryakumar Ya-
dav hitting a 19-ball 40 not out
(5x4s, 2x68S).

The fate of the contest was all
but sealed when SRH crumbled
to 35/5 following an embarrass-
ing collapse. Despite Heinrich
Klaasen's 71 and Abhinav
Manohar's 43, the hosts did not
have enough runs on the board
to challenge MI's batting might.

The five-time winners record-
ed their third consecutive win
while chasing, having drubbed
Chennai Super Kings by nine
wickets last Sunday.

It was also their second win
over SRH in the season, having
beaten them by four wickets
last week in Mumbai.

Earlier, Klaasen's measured
71 and Manohar's 43 rescued
a listless SRH from a terrible
start and guided them to 143/8.

Klaasen struck nine fours
and two sixes for his 44-ball 71,
putting on 99 runs for the sixth
wicket with impact substitute
Abhinav Manohar, who played
a steady second fiddle with his
37-ball 43 (2x4s, 3x6s).

But it was a harrowing start
for SRH who are placed sec-
ond-last on the points table
and face an uphill battle to keep
themselves alive.

The lack of confidence was
evident when SRH's top-order
crumbled without any apparent
pressure from the bowlers.

Instead of putting pressure
on the MI bowlers, SRH pre-

Humpy wins FIDE Women's
Grand Prix chess meet

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pune, April 23: Indian Grand-
master Koneru Humpy won the
FIDE Women's Grand Prix 2024-
25 (Pune leg) title on the basis
of her superior tie-breaks over
Zhu Jiner of China after the two
players were tied for the top
spot here Wednesday.

Humpy, who regained the
women's World Rapid Chess
Championship after a gap of
five years in New York in De-
cember last, beat Bulgarian
player Nurgyul Salimova in the
ninth and final round game to
end on seven points, the same
as Jiner who beat Russia's Po-
lina Shuvalova.

"Humpy Koneru and Zhu Jin-

er both won their final round
games and ended the FIDE
Women's Grand Prix tied for
first, but it's Humpy who takes
the top spot thanks to superior
tiebreaks!" wrote FIDE on X'
On Tuesday, the penultimate
round of the tournament, the
duo were tied on six points.
Humpy had survived a scare
to hold Alina Kashlinskaya to
a draw, while Jiner defeated In-
dia's Divya Deshmukh in a tac-
tical battle in the sixth round.
In the other final round
matches, India's R Vaishali
was held to a draw by Geor-
gia's Salome Melia, while Divya
Deshmukh too shared the point
with Poland's No 1 player Alina
Kashlinskaya.

sented a meek batting show,
which was compounded by a
reckless decision from Ishan
Kishan (1) who walked back
despite not having edged one
behind the stumps.

The top order implosion saw
last year's finalists crawling to
an embarrassing 24 for four in
the powerplay.

BRIEF SCORES:

Sunrisers Hyderabad: 143 for
81in 20 overs (Heinrich Klaasen
71, Abhinav Manohar 43; Deep-
ak Chahar 2/12, Trent Boult 4/26)
lost to Mumbai Indians: 146 for
3in 15.4 overs (Rohit Sharma 70,
Will Jacks 22, Suryakumar Ya-
dav 40 not out)

IPL STANDINGS
TEAM|M |W|L | NRR [PTS

GT 86 2/1.104| 12
DC 8162/0.657| 12
Mi 91(5/4/0.673| 10
RCB |8 |5/3/0.472| 10
PBKS |8 |53 /0.177| 10
LSG |9 |5 (4 /-0.054| 10
KKR |8 |35/0.212| 6
RR 812 6/-0.633| 4
SRH |8 |2|6/|-1.361 4
CSK [8|2|6/|-1.392 4

B U20 Wrestling Nationals
Satyanarayan wins
Odisha’s 1st medal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kota (Rajasthan), April 23:
Himanshi (53kg) and Muskan
(59kg) grabbed gold medals on
the concluding day of the U20
Wrestling Nationals, helping
Haryana win the women's team
championship.

In the Greco Roman cate-
gory, wrestler Satyanarayan
won Odisha's first ever medal
-- a bronze -- at the meet.

The concluding day featured
competitions in three men's
freestyle, three women's and
four greco roman style catego-
ries.

Haryana expectedly won
all three team championships
- men's freestyle (194 points),
Greco Roman (195 points) and
women's (214 points) but Odis-
ha savoured a historic moment
when Stayanarayan won state's
first ever medal at Nationals in
the 130kg category.

Ashwani (65kg), Amit (79kg)
and Sachin (92kg) emerged
winners in the men's freestyle
category while Mukul Chauhan
(63kg), Aman (77kg), Prince
(82kg) and Uttam Rana (130kg)
grabbed gold in greco roman
style. Apart from Himanshi and
Muskan, Delhi's Drishti (68kg)
finished on top of the podium
in women's event.

Richest-ever prize fund: Indian golf gets massive boost

New Delhi to host new
$4mn golf tournament
at historic Delhi Golf Club

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, April 23: India’s
presence on the global golfing
map is set for a major boost with
the announcement of a new $4
million tournament, the rich-
est-ever prize fund for a profes-
sional golf event in the country.

Scheduled to be held from Oc-
tober 16-19 at the iconic Delhi
Golf Club, the tournament is
co-sanctioned by the interna-
tional tour and the domestic

professional golf circuit, DP
World Tour, and will play a key
role in the final stretch of the
2025 Race to Dubai calendar.
This new championship sig-
nifies the growing importance
of India not just as an emerging
golfing destination but alsoas a
serious sporting market. It fol-
lows the success of this year’s
Hero Indian Open and strength-
ens the region’s momentum in
hosting top-tier golf events.
The event also marks a
nostalgic return to Delhi Golf
Club for the global tour, with
the last event held at the venue
in 2016. Originally established
in the 1930s, the historic Lodhi

Course, home to the first Indian
Open in 1964, has undergone no-
table redesigns—most recently
in 2019—to bring it up to mod-
ern championship standards.
Officials expressed excite-
ment about the tournament’s

e

T 1t is a landmark moment for

potential to elevate the sport
in India. The managing director
for the host region highlighted
the event as a testament to their
long-term commitment to grow-
ing golf in the country.

“We are working to elevate

Indian golf. This tournament
reflects the rising stature of
Indian golf on the world stage.
A world-class field, a record
prize fund, and a historic
venue—it’s a great opportunity
for our players and fans alike

B KAPIL DEV | PRESIDENT OF THE
3 PROFESSIONAL GOLF TOUR OF INDIA

AND FORMER CRICKETER

the game in every way and
drive community impact. This
tournament ensures that golf
continues to evolve in exciting
ways,” he said.

The tour’s chief tournament
and operations officer echoed

the sentiment, noting that the
addition of this event builds
on a shared vision to grow the
game in India. “We're thrilled
to return to such an iconic
venue and provide more play-
ing opportunities for local and
international professionals,”
he added.

The president of Delhi Golf
Club, Raj Khosla, also wel-
comed the return of global
golf to the venue. “This course
offers a unique charm with
ancient Lodhi-era monuments
and city-centre access. It prom-
ises a great setting for interna-
tional talent and local fans to
come together,” he remarked.
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