
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 23: Rules 
allow the government to con-
vene a secret sitting of the Lok 
Sabha to discuss sensitive is-
sues, but the provision has not 
been used so far.

According to a constitutional 
expert, during the 1962 Chinese 
aggression, some opposition 
MPs proposed a secret sitting 
of the House to discuss the is-

sue. But the then prime minis-
ter Jawaharlal Nehru did not 
agree to it.

Chapter 25 of the ‘Rules of 
Procedure and Conduct of 
Business in Lok Sabha’ has 
enabling provisions to hold se-
cret sittings at the request of the 

Leader of the House. According 
to Rule 248, subclause one, on a 
request made by the Leader of 
the House, the speaker will fi x 
a day or a part of it for sitting of 
the House in secret.

Subclause 2 says that when 
the House sits in secret no 

stranger will be permitted to be 
present in the chamber, lobby or 
the galleries. But there are some 
who will be allowed during such 
sittings.

Another rule in the chapter 
says the speaker may direct that 
a report of the proceedings of a 
secret sitting be issued in such 
manner as the chair thinks fi t.

But no other person present 
shall keep a note or record of 
any proceedings or decisions 
of a secret sitting, whether in 
part or full, or issue any report 
of, or purport to describe such 
proceedings.

When it is considered that the 
necessity for maintaining secre-
cy in regard to the proceedings 
of a secret sitting has ceased to 
exist and subject to the consent 
of the Speaker, the Leader of 
the House or any authorised 
member can move a motion that 
the proceedings during such a 

sitting be no longer treated as 
secret.

If the motion is passed, the 
secretary general will prepare 
a report of the proceedings of 
the secret sitting, and publish 
it at the earliest.

Rules warn that disclosure 
of proceedings or decisions of a 
secret proceeding or sitting by 
any person in any manner will 
be treated as a gross breach of 
privilege of the House.

Constitutional expert and 
former Lok Sabha secretary 
general PDT Achari said there 
has been no occasion to hold a 
secret sitting of the House.

Citing his interactions with 
old timers, he said during the 
China-India confl ict in 1962, 
some opposition members had 
proposed a secret sitting to dis-
cuss the sensitive issues. But 
Nehru did not agree, saying the 
public should know.

 During the 
China-India confl ict in 
1962, some opposition 
members had proposed a 
secret sitting to discuss the 
sensitive issues. But Nehru 
did not agree, saying the 
public should know
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Tamannaah’s take Unrest in Turkey Cars to get costlier SRH hammer RR 
Tamannaah Bhatia, who was 
recently seen in Sikandar Ka 
Muqaddar, speaks up on the 
importance of self-love

Turkish court jails Prez Erdogan's 
main political rival, Istanbul Mayor 
Ekrem Imamoglu, in a move likely 
to stoke severe protests 

Cars are set to get costlier from 
April, with automakers announcing 
price hikes due to rising input costs 
and operational expenses

Sunrisers Hyderabad bury 
Rajasthan Royals under a deluge 
of runs to start its IPL 2025 
campaign in style
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Forget the fake stories we ran about
her. Just fi nd out what black magic Rhea

used to get a clean chit from the CBI!

Rules allow secret sitting of LS; never used
LITTLE KNOWN FACT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 23: The 
All India Muslim Personal 
Law Board (AIMPLB) Sunday 
announced a nationwide agita-
tion against the Waqf (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024, with large 
sit-ins planned in front of the 
state Assemblies in Patna and 
Vijayawada March 26 and 29, 
respectively, as part of the fi rst 
phase of the protest.

AIMPLB spokesperson SQR 
Ilyas said leaders from JD(U), 
RJD, Congress and Lok Jan-
shakti Party, including Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar, have 
been invited in Patna.

In Andhra Pradesh, he said, 
invitations have been sent to 
the ruling Telugu Desam Party 
(TDP), YSR Congress, Congress 
and Left parties.

Ilyas expressed gratitude on 
behalf of the board to all Mus-
lim organisations, civil society 
groups and leaders from Dalit, 
Adivasi, OBC and other minori-
ty communities.

Without the grace of Allah 
and the united support of these 
groups, the success of the Delhi 

demonstration would not have 
been possible, he said.

He also extended thanks 
to the opposition parties and 
members of Parliament who 
not only participated in large 
numbers but also fi rmly reject-
ed the proposed legislation.

The AIMPLB’s 31-member 
Action Committee has resolved 
to adopt all constitutional, le-
gal and democratic means to 
oppose the Bill, which it has 
described as controversial, 
discriminatory, and damaging.

As part of the fi rst phase of 
the agitation, large sit-ins have 
been planned in front of the 
state Assembly in Patna March 
26 and Vijayawada March 29.

The senior leadership of the 
AIMPLB, along with representa-
tives of national and state-level re-
ligious and social organisations, 
will participate in these demon-
strations, a statement said.

Leaders from civil society, 
prominent personalities from 
other minority communities 
and key figures from Dalit, 
Adivasi, and OBC sections 
have also confirmed their 
participation.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur, March 23: Odis-
ha Police Sunday registered a 
case of animal cruelty against 
unidentifi ed persons for 
allegedly assaulting 
a stray dog with 
swords in Berham-
pur in the early 
hours of Saturday, 
an offi cial said.

The case was 
registered against 
unknown persons 
under different sec-
tions of the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act 1960 
and the Arms Act at the town 
police station after a person 
from the area lodged a com-
plaint, Berhampur SP Sava-
rana Vivek M said.

Police are trying to identi-
fy and apprehend the accused 
persons through CCTV cam-
era footage, he added.

The dog’s condition was 
good as the local resi-

dents took care of it, 
police said.

The accused 
persons were 
seen arriving on 
two-wheelers. The 
exact reason for 

attacking the dog is 
not yet known. The 

motive will only be de-
termined after the arrest 

of the culprits, the SP said.
Animal rights activists 

condemned the incident and 
urged police to take stringent 
action against the attackers of 
the stray dog.                        P4

WAR SCARS: A boy looks on as Palestinians inspect the rubble of a structure hit by an Israeli bombardment in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip. As per the latest toll announced Sunday by Gaza’s Health 
Ministry, more than 50,000 Palestinians have been killed in the Israel-Hamas war. (Report P10) PTI PHOTO

AIMPLB calls nationwide
protest against Waqf Bill

Stray dog attacked with
swords; case registered

ng
h

s
sec-
ti f

den
p

n
mo

t i

Stones hurled at
Min’s cavalcade 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Baripada/Bhubaneswar, 
March 23: A group of people 
in Mayurbhanj Sunday hurled 
stones at a vehicle, which was 
part of the cavalcade of a state 
minister, as they sought to know 
why offi cials did not visit areas 
affected by a recent hailstorm in 
the district and assess damages.

A constable was injured in 
the attack, a police offi cer said.

The incident took place after 
the cavalcade of Revenue and 
Disaster Management Minister 
Suresh Pujari was returning, 
after dropping him at a helipad 
in the district.

A group of locals, who were 
staging protests, hurled stones 
at one of the vehicles, the offi cer 
said. The car’s windscreen was 
damaged in the attack, he said.

The constable, who was 
present near the vehicle, was 
injured and taken to a nearby 
hospital, police said.

Earlier in the day, Pujari 
visited the hailstorm-affected 
areas of Bisoi and Bangriposi 
blocks of Mayurbhanj district.

“I was supposed to visit the 
areas Saturday, but my heli-
copter could not take off due to 
bad weather. So, I went to those 
areas today. Compensation 
will be provided to the people 
affected by the hailstorm in Ma-
yurbhanj district by Monday,” 
Pujari said.

The CJI’s decision to upload 
the crucial documents, along 
with photos and videos, linked 
to the alleged discovery of a 
massive cash stash during a 
fi re at Delhi High Court Judge 
Yashwant Varma’s residence 
is a signifi cant step setting a 
precedent for transparency 
and accountability. The wide-
ly praised rare move offers an 
unprecedented level of insight 
into an inquiry that is typical-
ly handled behind closed doors, 
highlighting accountability 
within the highest echelons 
of the judiciary. However, the 
uploaded content directly con-
tradicts the statement made by 
Delhi Fire Services Chief Atul 
Garg, who had earlier claimed 
that no cash was found when 
fi refi ghters doused the fl ames at 
Varma’s offi cial residence. This 
discrepancy raises serious ques-
tions about the credibility of the 
initial claims and could deepen 
public scepticism if not properly 
addressed. Now, the real test lies 
in ensuring a fair and thorough 
inquiry that leads to concrete 
actions, thereby restoring con-
fi dence in the judicial system.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 23: With 
Chief Justice of India San-
jiv Khanna constituting a 
three-member panel to probe 
the discovery of four to fi ve 
semi-burnt sacks of Indian cur-
rency notes after a fi re incident 
at the residence of Delhi High 
Court Judge Yashwant Varma, 
the in-house procedure has en-
tered the crucial second-stage 

whose fi ndings will decide the 
fate of the judge.

The fi re incident at the store-
room of the offi cial residence 
of Justice Varma March 14 in 
posh Lutyens’ Delhi locality 
purportedly led to the discov-
ery of the cash by fi refi ghters 
and police personnel.

The CJI constituted the 
three-member panel after the 
Delhi High Court Chief Justice 
Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya in 
his report dated March 21 and 
made public Saturday evening 
called for a deeper probe into 
the allegations.

However, no timeline has 
been fi xed for the inquiry com-
mittee to conclude the probe.

In 2014, while dealing with a 
case of alleged sexual harassment 
of a subordinate court judge in 
Madhya Pradesh at the behest of 
a sitting judge of the high court, 
the top court laid down the in-
house procedure meant to probe 
the allegations against a judge of 
the constitutional courts.

It said in the fi rst stage of the 
in-house procedure, the prima 
facie veracity of the allegations 
contained in the complaint is 

ascertained; if so, whether a 
deeper probe is called for. The 
fi rst stage does not contemplate 
an in-depth examination of the 
allegations. It requires merely 
an assessment based on the con-
tents of the complaint, and the 
response of the concerned judge.

All that the Chief Justice of 
the High Court is required to 
do, is to determine whether a 
deeper probe is required. This 
is to be done, on the basis of a 
logical assessment made on a 
consideration of the response of 
the concerned judge (with refer-
ence to the allegations levelled 
in the complaint), it had said.

The top court had said it is the 
second stage of the in-house pro-
cedure relating to sitting judges 
of high courts which could lead 
to serious consequences.

The second stage is moni-
tored by none other than the 
CJI, it had said. Only if the CJI 
endorses the view expressed by 
the Chief Justice of the High 
Court, that a deeper probe is 
called for, he would constitute a 
three-member Committee, and 
thereby take the investigative 
process to the second stage.

Probe enters crucial stage

Nigerian man held 
from New Delhi over
sextortion charges
AGENCIES

Cuttack, March 23: The Odis-
ha Police has arrested a Nigeri-
an for his alleged involvement 
in a sextortion case leading to 
death of a woman doctor by 
suicide, an offi cial said Sunday.

A special team of Bhu-
baneswar-Cuttack Commis-
sionerate of Police arrested the 
accused from New Delhi Friday 
and brought him here Sunday. 
The accused has been identifi ed 
as Djedje Raymond alias Chijioke 
John Okoye, 31, a Nigerian man 
from Abidjan, Ivory Coast.

A case had been registered 
March 1 at Dharghabazar police 
station in Cuttack in connec-
tion with the death of a woman 
doctor by suicide, “who became 
a victim of the accused,” a po-
lice offi cer said. Sextortion typ-
ically involves the exploitation 
of intimate images and videos 
to extort money or favours from 
victims, offi cials said.

“In her suicide note, the 
victim had mentioned inter-
national WhatsApp numbers 
and domestic phone numbers. 
She also mentioned that some 
persons cunningly obtained her 
private photographs and black-
mailed her,” said Khilari Rishi-
kesh Dnyandeo, DCP (Cuttack).

“During investigation, we 
found that calls were made 
using the internet through a 
mobile number operating in 
Uttam Nagar and Palam area of 
Delhi. Acting on that input, our 
special team visited New Delhi 
and arrested the accused,” he 
told reporters here.

The accused has been staying 
in New Delhi since 2020, he said. 
The DCP said the arrested per-
son used to survey online Face-
book accounts of professionals 
like doctors, and managed to 
steal their identity by creating 
fake profi les. He used those pro-
fi les to send friend requests to 
other online accounts, and “lure 
them to obtain their mobile and 
WhatsApp numbers”, another 
police offi cer said.

CASH PILE ROW



Mumbai: Actor Hrithik Roshan 
couldn’t help but gush over his 
girlfriend Saba Azad’s latest 
glamorous photoshoot. The 
actor took to the comments 
section of Saba’s post and 
praised her stunning 
look. Hrithik commented, 
“Beautiful,” followed by a 
red heart emoji. Sunday, 
Saba took to her Insta-
gram handle and shared a 

series of her alluring photos 
in a stylish white outfi t. In the 

photos, she could be seen exud-
ing glamour as she strikes differ-

ent poses. Saba looked so hot in a 
white monokini paired with a chic frill 

jacket and long socks. Notably, Hrithik 
often shows his support for Saba by cheer-
ing her on and leaving sweet comments on 
her social media posts. Whether it’s praising 
her work or simply showing admiration, the 
War actor never misses an opportunity to ex-
press his love and appreciation for Saba. For 
the unversed, Hrithik and Saba’s romance 
began to bloom in 2022. As per reports, their 
connection started on Twitter when the ac-
tor liked and shared a video of Sa-

ba collaborating with a rapper. 
In response, Saba thanked 
Hrithik, which led to 
them striking up a con-

versation. Their exchange 
marked the beginning of 
their love story. IANS

Spontaneity, predicts Ganesha, 
is the need of the hour. Ignore 
the negative aspects and focus on the positive 
side. Your action rather than thoughts will 
yield results today. Listen to some light music 
to soothe your soul, suggests Ganesha.

You will feel all warm and 
fuzzy owing to the love, care 
and concern bestowed upon 
you by your near and dear ones. This is 
all owing to the good karma you have 
gathered in the past. You will be busy 
with fi nances in the evening, however, do 
not let money be a factor when it comes 
to family and relatives, says Ganesha.

You will have to fulfi ll all 
your responsibilities careful-
ly, and will be duely reward-
ed for your troubles. Begin all auspicious 
work and new projects in the afternoon. 
Your generosity and capability will keep 
you at peace today, says Ganesha.

Ganesha says that if your 
authority is questioned today, 
you will probably take to 
wielding your stick. A risky fi nancial ven-
ture is a distinct possibility. Something 
unexpected and unpleasant in the eve-
ning will give you cause for some worry. 
However, Ganesha advises you not to 
take it to heart, as there is a lot of hope.

You may call it an 'awesome' 
day, while Ganesha may call 
it just perfect. Unexpected 
fi nancial gains on cards today. Academ-
ically and professionally, you may push 
your limits higher, proving 
your expertise. You may be on an 
emotional high, express yourself freely.

Unlike chirpy and cheerful, 
you will be in a grumpy 
mood today; blame it on 
the offi ce's petty issues, says Ganesha. 
Another thing that linger on your mind 
would be fi nancial matters. Keep yourself 
balanced and let nothing affect you.

In the fast paced life of today, 
rarely anyone gets time to 
spend with their old friends. 
Today, you’re one of those rare people. 
Also, you will have a blissful love life, 
blesses Ganesha. You will develop a 
better level of understanding with your 
partner. Family members, your support 
system, will motivate you to fulfi l their 
demands and expectations.

You will now deal with issues 
which you have brushed 
under the carpet for some 
reasons. Keep your affairs neat and tidy 
so that can avoid further complications, 
advises Ganesha. If you are seeking a job, 
you will pass the day scanning through 
job advertisements and applying for 
interviews.

The day will start on an ener-
getic and enthusiastic note, 
says Ganesha. Your day will 
be enjoyable up to afternoon but there 
will be some unexpected reasons that will 
make you fi dget in your seat after that. 
Make sure to take a deep breath and do 
not let small problems overwhelm you. 
Avoid over thinking and it will lead to 
unnecessary mental stress. 

Ganesha says do not have 
blind faith in your relatives 
and friends and always remember even 
your enemies will prove benefi cial to 
you in the long run. There may be people 
who are jealous of your reputation and 
may try to put a dent in it. You may want 
to go further with matters relating to 
your heart and will be able to spend the 
evening with your beloved.

You will how more interest 
in spirituality and philos-
ophy. An ordinary day on the career 
and business front. It means there will 
be no major incidents. You will get 
support from subordinates. Keep an eye 
on rivals and foes in the afternoon and 
their actions, so that you can thwart 
their moves.

Today, you are raring to 
go. It's best you put that 
adrenaline to good use. This 
is the time to WORK and not plan. It's a 
day you can lift mountains and cross 
the seas. You can party hard later, 
says Ganesha.
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leisure
OSBOURNE’S HUGE PLANS 
FOR COMEBACK GIG 

TAYLOR SWIFT COMES OUT 
OF INSTAGRAM HIATUS

The Black Sabbath frontman, Ozzy Os-
bourne, has huge plans for his comeback 
gig despite him not being in the best of 
shape. Ozzy, who is referred to as the 
‘Prince of Darkness’, plans to perform on a 
throne for the gig, reports Mirror.co.uk.

Taylor Swift made a return to Instagram after 
more than three months to appreciate fellow 
singer-songwriter Selena Gomez’s new album 
I Said I Love You First. Swift heaped praise on 
the Emilia Pérez star’s new musical 
collaboration with her fi ance Benny Blanco.
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SOLUTIONS

PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

Mumbai: Actress Tamannaah Bhatia, who 
was recently seen in Sikandar Ka Muqaddar, 
has spoken up on the importance of self-love 
and respecting oneself.

 The actress is gearing up for her upcoming 
theatrical fi lm Odela 2, in which she essays 
the role of Shivashakti. She also spoke on 
the tag “Milky Beauty” that she is often 
associated with. The actress had an em-
powering response.

She said, “Why did you look at a milky 
beauty and thought she could be Shi-
vashakti? He doesn’t look at a milky beau-
ty as something that has to be shamed or 
to feel bad about, glamour in a wom-
an is to be celebrated and we women 
must celebrate ourselves, then we 
can expect others to celebrate us”.

She further mentioned, “If we 
look at ourselves in a certain way 
then nobody can respect us right. 
Here we have a wonderful gentleman 
who does not look at women like that, 
he looks at women like divine, and di-
vine can be glamorous, divine can be 
lethal, divine can be powerful, divine 
can be many things. A woman can be 
many many things”.

Her words refl ect her confi -
dence and the changing percep-
tion of women in cinema, where 
strength and glamour can co-ex-
ist.  IANS

Tamannaah 
on self-love

Mumbai: Deepika 
Padukone revealed her 
French connection from 
school during her Paris 

visit for the Paris Fashion 
Week.  

The diva uploaded an In-
stagram video from Paris 
where she was seen reveal-

ing that “I was very good 
in French.” She added, 

“I did French in the 
11th and 12th 

and I was 
real-

ly good.”
We see Deepika fl aunting her 

French prowess saying, “Le monde est 
nous” which translates to “The world 
is ours.” She also introduced herself 
in French saying, “Je m’appelle Deepi-
ka. Je suis Indienne.” which translates 
to “I’m Deepika. I’m Indian.”

Towards the end of the clip, we get a 
glimpse of Deepika’s behind-the-scene 
chaos from the Paris Fashion Week.

The Tamasha actress was a sight to 
behold in a white oversized blazer, 
matching hat, and black leggings 
and heels. Deepika accessorised the 
look with black leather gloves, a 
scarf, and some classic red lipstick.

A few days back, she shared a 
couple of looks of herself on social 
media ahead of attending the Louis 
Vuitton Fashion Week.

The pictures featured her standing 
on a rooftop with the iconic Eiffel 
Tower in the backdrop.     IANS

Deepika’s French 
connection

Mumbai: Actor Hrithik Roshan
ld ’t h l b t h hi

Hrithik turns 
cheerleader 
for ladylove

Members of Purba Ranga, a troupe from Assam staged Ahamiya play Dronacharya at Rabindra Mandap, 
Bhubaneswar, Sunday. Written by Mrinmaya Bhuyan, the play was directed by Gunakar Devgoswami. Three 
more plays will be staged in next three days.         PHOTO: BIKASH NAYAK

27TH NATIONAL KALINGA NATYA MAHOTSAV – DAY II
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PREP FOR PREZ VISIT
A carcade rehearsal in progress in 

Bhubaneswar, Sunday, on the eve of 
President Droupadi Murmu’s visit to 

the state. The President is scheduled to 
attend the foundation day ceremony of 

Bharatiya Biswabasu Shabar Samaj at 
Kaliapalli in Nayagarh district Monday

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

Feeling the summer heat 
already? You're not alone. 
Many parts of India are 

experiencing intense tempera-
tures, with the IMD issuing 
heatwave alerts for Delhi, Kar-
nataka, Goa and Jharkhand. 

On March 15, Boudh record-
ed a scorching 43.6 degrees 
Celsius, making it the hottest 
place in the country, followed 
by Jharsuguda and Bolangir.

Experts attribute this early 
heat surge to climate change, 
shifting weather patterns, ter-
restrial warming and urbanisa-
tion. With February marking 
the hottest in 124 years, March 
is already shaping up to be even 
hotter, weeks before peak sum-
mer begins. 

Environmentalist Akash 
Vashishtha attributes the phe-
nomenon of sudden spurt in the 
heat and the occurrence of the 
heatwave to a number of fac-
tors. “Of course, one is the fact 

that India is a tropical country, 
situated in the tropical parts of 
the world, which means that we 
get a very high degree of solar 
radiation. The landmass gets 
heated very quickly and has a 
lot of intensity,” he says.  

India is experiencing heat-
waves in March due to a com-
bination of meteorological and 
climatic factors. An exception-
ally dry winter, with rainfall 
levels 93 per cent below normal 
in February, has contributed to 
clear skies and rapid tempera-
ture increases. 

A weakening La Nina and 
neutral Indian Ocean Dipole 
have further disrupted weather 
patterns, causing above-normal 
heat nationwide. In coastal ar-
eas, high humidity is intensi-
fying the impact by hindering 
the body's cooling process, rais-
ing health risks and mortality 
rates.

“Oceans absorb greater 

heat, and when oceans absorb 
greater heat, there is greater 
evaporation; a lot of energy 
is absorbed, which results in 
cyclones and extra-coastal 
phenomena. Whenever there 
are these kinds of cyclones, 
there is greater atmospheric 
moisture in the atmosphere, of 
course greater release of ener-
gy, which also causes a lot of 
warming and other incidents 

to be experienced in the areas 
which are near,” Vashishtha 
adds.  

A study on heat wave pre-
paredness in nine Indian cit-
ies, including Delhi, found 
long-term measures lacking 
and poorly targeted. It recom-
mends stronger heat action 
plans, funded specialist roles 
in climate-vulnerable districts, 
and capacity-building for local 

offi cials to enhance India's heat 
resilience. 

With heatwaves posing se-
rious health risks, experts 
stress the need for urgent, sus-
tained action at the city and 
district levels. 

“So we need vulnerability 
mapping to be done very ur-
gently in every town and city as 
well as in every district, which 
means that so that the authori-
ties know exactly where are the 
vulnerable spots and who are 
the people who are vulnerable,” 
says Soumya Swaminathan, 
former WHO’s chief scientist. 

“In cities, there are heat 
island effects. So, using tech-
nology, you can now be able to 
map out and you'll know exact-
ly which wards are going to be 
more impacted by heat, because 
there are always some greener 
parts of the city where the tem-
peratures are lower, and some 
parts which are highly built up. 

And again, those are usually 
the places where low-income 
people are living,” Swamina-
than points out.

“So then, you have to focus 
more attention there, prepare 
health system, train the health 
workers, make sure supplies in 
health system - like ice, saline, 
cool rooms, and if possible, to 
put the people who come with 
heat cramps,” she adds.

Heatwaves in India typical-
ly occur between March and 
June, with May being the peak 
month.

However, the unusually high 
temperatures experienced in 
early March 2025 have raised 
concerns among experts. The 
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) has forecasted 
above-average temperatures 
throughout March, which could 
adversely affect winter-sown 
crops like wheat, chickpeas and 
rapeseed.      PTI

Experts call for urgent vulnerability mapping, action plans

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhubaneswar, March 23: A 
war of words ensued between 
the ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and Opposition 
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) Sunday 
over the Mahanadi water-shar-
ing dispute following the meet-
ing of the Chief Ministers of 
Odisha and Chhattisgarh here 
Saturday. 

The principal Opposition 
party Sunday took a dig at 
BJP saying that Chhattisgarh 
should fi rst stop the ongoing 
construction work of barrages 
on the river for a fruitful delib-
eration on the issue.

Speaking on the discussions 
held during the meeting of CMs 
of both states, senior BJD lead-
er Prasanna Acharya said: “We 
welcome the discussions on the 
issue by CMs of both states. If 
both governments want a fruit-
ful discussion and mutual solu-
tion to the issue without ham-
pering the interests of Odisha, 

then the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment should immediately stop 
the ongoing construction of 
work on various projects and 
hold discussions.”

He also noted that the rul-
ing BJP, without making any 
complaints or blaming others, 
should now work to resolve the 
Mahanadi water-sharing dis-
pute as there is a triple-engine 
government – Odisha, Centre, 
and Chhattisgarh.

He also raised questions on 
the efforts to resolve the issue 
through dialogue between the 
CMs as the matter is currently 
in the tribunal.

“The Union government con-
vened a meeting of the repre-
sentatives of the two states in 
2016 to resolve the issue. The 
Centre has held three meetings 
on the issue. The then CM of 
Odisha went to the fi rst meet-
ing while skipped the rest two 
meetings. The previous BJD-led 
Odisha government moved to a 
tribunal only to serve its own po-

litical interests,” said Law Min-
ister Prithiviraj Harichandan.

He said that the ruling BJP, 
which was in Opposition then, 
had warned the BJD led govern-
ment against approaching the tri-
bunal due to its lengthy process.

He also stated that BJD 
should stop doing politics on the 
Mahanadi water dispute issue 
as the government will take all 
the necessary steps to resolve 
the issue at the earliest keeping 
in view the interests of Odisha.

Notably, Chhattisgarh CM 
Vishnu Deo Sai met his Odis-
ha counterpart Mohan Charan 
Majhi at the Lok Seva Bhavan 
Saturday.

The meeting, held in a cor-
dial atmosphere, included dis-
cussions on several issues, with 
a key focus on resolving the Ma-
hanadi water dispute amicably.

Both leaders agreed to pri-
oritise the issue and explore 
peaceful and constructive ways 
to resolve the dispute, ensuring 
the welfare of the citizens in 
both states.

It is pertinent here to men-
tion that sharing of Mahanadi 
river water has been a bone of 
contention between the states 
of Odisha and Chhattisgarh.

Odisha has asserted that the 
Chhattisgarh government is 
constructing dams and weirs 
(small dams) upstream the 
Mahanadi river which affect 
the flow of the river down-
stream and affect drinking 
water supply.

BJP, BJD cross swords over 
Mahanadi water dispute

EARLY HEATWAVE

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 23: 
Union Housing and Urban 
Affairs Minister Manohar Lal 
Sunday reviewed the progress 
of urban development projects 
in Odisha during his visit to 
the state.

According to an offi cial 
statement, the minister empha-
sised the need to develop Bhu-
baneswar, Cuttack, Puri and 
Khurda as growth hubs to drive 
regional economic development.

The focus will be on improv-
ing infrastructure, encourag-
ing industrial and commercial 
growth, and promoting sustain-
able urbanisation through stra-
tegic planning and public-pri-
vate partnership.

In the statement, the Union 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
Ministry said that a major 
point of discussion was the 
proposal for developing a new 
city as part of the Greater Bhu-
baneswar area.

During his meeting, the min-
ister assured support for the 
project and advised the state 
government to explore fund-
ing opportunities under the 

15th Finance Commission and 
the Urban Challenge Fund, the 
statement said.

To promote sustainable ur-
ban mobility, the Union govern-
ment has approved the deploy-
ment of 400 electric buses for 
Odisha under Pradhan Mantri 
e-Bus Sewa Scheme, it added.

Lal also reviewed the proposed 
Bhubaneswar metro project and 
reaffi rmed full support from the 
Housing and Urban Affairs Min-
istry to address the city's growing 
public transport needs.

In a key housing initiative, 
Bhubaneswar served as the 
launch site for Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana (PMAY).

“The proposal for 50,000 new 
houses under PMAY-Urban was 
discussed, and the minister as-
sured continued coordination 
with the state government for 
its expeditious approval. He 
lauded Odisha's progress under 
the Atal Mission for Rejuvena-
tion and Urban Transforma-
tion (AMRUT), particularly in 
achieving milestones such as 
the 24x7 water supply project 
currently underway in 18 cit-
ies," the statement further said.

Under Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion 2.0, the state has shown 
commendable improvements 
in sanitation and waste man-
agement, the ministry said, 

adding that the Union minister 
directed the state to prioritise 
clearing legacy waste sites to 
reclaim land and create greener 
urban spaces.

Further, he emphasised in-
tensifi ed implementation of the 
PM Street Vendor's AtmaNir-
bhar Nidhi scheme, urging the 
government to ensure wider out-
reach and faster credit access for 
street vendors across Odisha.

The minister also reviewed 
the state’s power sector devel-
opment Sunday. Issues includ-
ing fl y ash utilisation, capacity 
addition, transmission infra-
structure and power allocation 
fi gured for discussion during 
the review meeting.  On the is-
sue of achieving fl y ash utilisa-
tion targets, Lal assured that a 
joint meeting with the Ministries 
of Coal, Environment and Rail-
ways will be convened to address 
the issue comprehensively. The 
minister encouraged the devel-
opment of more pit-head thermal 
power plants in Odisha. He said a 
proposal for establishing a Green 
Energy Corridor within the in-
trastate transmission network 
will be taken up by MNRE after 
March 31, 2025.

Union min reviews urban devpt projects

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 23: A week 
long photography exhibition titled 
‘Chitrabarnali 2025’, organised by Ut-
kala Photography Foundation (UPF) 
concluded at Lalit Kala Akademi here 
Sunday. 

The 5th edition of the annual exhi-
bition was inaugurated March 17 in 
order to celebrate the artistry, talent 
of local photographers and showcase 
their skills. Around 120 photographs 
were exhibited during the week-long 
exhibition.

Speaking on the concluding day, found-
er and managing trustee of UPF Srikrish-
na Das said, “This is the 5th edition of ‘Chi-
trabarnali’ and photographers around the 

state participated in the exhibition. Not 
just from professional cameras, beautiful 
photographs captured from the mobile 
camera were also exhibited.”

“I have been associated with UPF 
for last fi ve years. Apart from my pro-
fession, I am very much passionate 
about photography. Photography is 
an art through which we can capture 
art and culture,” said a participant 
Sandeep Samal. 

Another young participant Vijay 
Vyas said, “Photography gives me 
immense joy. Being a businessman, 
I fi nd it diffi cult to purse my passion 
but UPF has made it easy for me. Their 
guidance helps me a lot to capture 
amazing frames. This community 
helps me to keep my passion alive.”

MANOJ KUMAR JENA, OP

Bhubaneswar, March 
23: Determination and 
hard work have paid off 
well for Shubha Prasad 
Samal, son of an auto-rick-
shaw driver, as he has 
secured All India Rank 
(AIR) 12 in the IIT Joint 
Admission Test for Mas-
ters (JAM) exam–2025. 

Hailing from Korka-
da village under Dham-
nagar block of Bhadrak 
district, Shubha’s father 
Rajesh Kumar Samal 
drives an auto-rickshaw 
to make ends meet. 
Rajesh always had high 
hopes on Shubha, his el-
dest son, who was inter-
ested in studies since his 

childhood. 
Despite financial con-

straints, Shubha sacri-
ficed sleep and burnt - 
the proverbial - midnight 
oil to achieve this feat.  

“It’s like dream come 
true for me. I’m a Class 
X pass-out and drive an 
auto-rickshaw. I’m ex-
tremely happy for his 
success. In fact, the en-
tire village feels proud 
of him,” said Shubha’s 
elated father.

On his success, Shubha 
said, “I always wanted to 
purse research in chem-
istry, and I have a dream 
to pursue further studies 
abroad. It was tough for 
me to attend classes in 
the college while prepar-
ing for the entrance. But 
I made it up through late 
night studies. I believe if 
I can do it, anyone can. 
Money is never an obsta-
cle if one is committed to 
do something in life.”

Significantly, IIT JAM 
is a nationwide online 
entrance test conducted 
by IITs for admissions 
to postgraduate pro-
grammes (MSc and Joint 
MSc-PhD etc) at IITs, 
and other participating 
institutions.

Auto driver’s son secures 
AIR-12 in IIT JAM exam

Curtains down on 
Chitrabarnali 2025 

Shubha Prasad Samal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Bhubaneswar, March 23: 
The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) Sunday 
forecast thunderstorms in 
several districts of the state 
Monday. 

According to the Bhu-
baneswar centre of the 
IMD, thunderstorms with 
lightning are expected in 

Balasore, Bhadrak, Jajpur, 
Kendrapara, Cuttack and 

Jagatsinghpur districts.
In its Sunday evening bul-

letin, the weather offi ce said 
light rain is likely to occur in 
the coastal districts.

Notably, light to moder-
ate rainfall was recorded in 
coastal Odisha and interior 
areas Saturday, with heavy 
downpour in Ganjam district. 

The highest rainfall was 
recorded at Rangeilunda (8 

cm), followed by Chhatra-
pur (7 cm) and 5cm in Aska, 
Buguda and Ganjam, said the 
weather offi ce in City.

Likewise, Kakatpur and 
Gop in Puri district recorded 
5 cm of rain each.

The MeT department also 
predicted a rise in day tem-
peratures by 4-6 degree Cel-
sius over the next four-fi ve 
days in the state.

Thunderstorms likely in six districts today: IMD8-YEAR-OLD GIRL 
BATTLES FOR LIFE
POST NEWS NETWORK

Astaranga/Kakatpur, 
March 23: Eight-year-old Ma-
mata Behera has been battling 
for her life for the past three 
years as financial constraints 
have hindered her treatment, 
leaving her parents in a state 
of distress.

Mamata, a resident of Mad-
hupur under Jhadling pancha-
yat of Puri district, has been 
confined to a hospital bed fol-
lowing a severe head injury 
she sustained while playing 
in a swing at home.

The injury on the back of 
her head caused unbearable 
pain while severe swelling 
was witnessed in her neck. 

Her parents rushed her 
to Capital Hospital in Bhu-
baneswar, where doctors 
diagnosed her with a neuro-
logical disorder. When her 
condition did not improve, 
she was transferred to SCB 
Medical College and Hospital 
in Cuttack. Despite under-
going three months of treat-
ment there, her health showed 
little progress.

In a bid to save their daughter, 
Mamata’s parents later took her to 
AIIMS in Bhubaneswar. However, 
mounting medical expenses have 
pushed the family into fi nancial 
distress. Now, they are appeal-
ing to the public and the gov-
ernment for support. 

Those willing to help can 
send money via his PhonePe 
number 9827780341. 

Light to moderate 
rainfall was recorded 
in coastal and interior 
pockets of the state 

Saturday, with heavy 
downpour in Ganjam 

Union Minister for Housing & Urban Affairs and Power Manohar Lal calls 
on CM Mohan Charan Majhi at State Guest House in Bhubaneswar, Sunday



ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, March 23:
Rising cases of animal cruelty 
in Odisha have sparked out-
rage among animal welfare 
activists and citizens, who are 
now demanding urgent inter-
vention from the state gov-
ernment. Recent incidents of 
brutal attacks on stray dogs in 
Bhubaneswar and Berhampur 
have highlighted the increas-
ing cruelty towards animals 
and the alleged apathy of law 
enforcement agencies in ad-
dressing these cases.

Videos and messages ap-
pealing for action have fl ood-
ed social media, with animal 

lovers tagging the Chief Min-
ister’s Offi ce and the Police 
Commissioner, urging them to 
take immediate steps against 
such heinous acts. Among the 
concerned organisations, the 
Animal Welfare Trust Ekamra 
(AWTE) has taken a proactive 
stance, writing to Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi to 
bring attention to the issue. 

One of the most shocking 
cases cited in AWTE’s letter 
was the brutal killing of a dog 
in Bhubaneswar’s VSS Nagar. 
The incident, which occurred 
earlier this month, was report-
ed to the Saheed Nagar police 
station, and an FIR was regis-
tered March 1. 

However, despite legal pro-
cedures being initiated, no 
signifi cant action has been 
taken against the culprits. AW-
TE chairperson Purabi Patra 
condemned the police’s indif-
ferent attitude, revealing that 
the IIC reportedly excused the 
delay by claiming they were oc-
cupied with other cases. Patra 
stressed that such negligence 
not only undermines the rule 
of law but also sets a dangerous 
precedent, encouraging further 
cruelty against animals.

To ensure stronger action 
against such crimes, AWTE 
has proposed a series of mea-
sures in its letter to the chief 
minister. The organisation 
has urged the government to 
establish a dedicated animal 
welfare unit within the po-
lice department, which would 
focus exclusively on cases of 
animal abuse. Additionally, 
they have called for special-
ised training programmes for 
police personnel to familiar-
ise them with animal welfare 
laws, enabling them to handle 
such cases with the serious-
ness they deserve.

Meanwhile, in Berhampur, 
another horrifying case of ani-
mal cruelty was reported when 
a stray dog was allegedly at-
tacked with sharp weapons in 
the early hours of Saturday. 

The town police have reg-
istered a case under the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals 
Act, 1960, and the Arms Act. 
Berhampur SP Savarana 
Vivek M confirmed that an in-
vestigation is underway, with 
police analysing CCTV foot-
age to identify the accused. 
Fortunately, local residents 
have stepped in to care for the 
injured dog.

I, Jagatjiban Maharathy, 
S/o Sarbeswar 
Maharathy, Resident 
of  Ward No. 08, At-
Adiapada, PO-Kunjuri, 
PS-Tangi, Dist-
Khordha, PIN-752027, 
Odisha. Declare by 
this Affi davit No. - 347 
on date 07.03.2025 that 
now onwards I shall 
be known as Jagajivan 
Moharathi for all future 
purposes.

By virtue of  an affi davit 
No.- 4034, dt- 20.03.2025 
before Executive 
Magistrate, Cuttack, I, 
Chinmayee Jena, W/o- 
Dibya Sankar Jena, 
At- Rajendra Nagar, 
P.O./ P.S.- Madhupatana, 
Cuttack, states that 
I have changed my 
name Chinmayee Rout 
to Chinmayee jena. 
Chinmayee Rout and 
Chinmayee Jena is 
one and same person. 
Henceforth, I shall be 
known as Chinmayee 
Jena for Bank, 
Educational Certifi cate 
& all purposes.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

Before Notary 
Public Kodala (No. 
566/19.03.25), I Smt. 
Gita Jena (55), W/o 
Iswara Jena, Vill/PO-
Polasara, PS-Polasara, 
Ganjam while I am 
travelling from my 
house to market I lost 
my bag carring sale 
deed vide document 
no. - 504/16.04.2004, 
S.R.O. - Kodala, Khata 
No. - 1220, Plot no. 4932. 
Ext of  Ac 0.08.1/2 dcml 
under mouza Polasara 
on dated 16.03.2025 and 
never found traced out 
everywhere. Anybody 
found may contact 
Advocate Niranjan 
Mahapatro, Mob - 
9438236781.

LOST
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Bhubaneswar, March 23:
The Lakhpati Didi initiative 
in Odisha has emerged as a 
transformative force, empow-
ering rural women to achieve 
fi nancial independence and 
fostering inclusive economic 
growth. With over 9.36 lakh 
women earning `1 lakh or 
more annually, Odisha stands 
as the second-best state in 
the country in implementing 
this initiative, bringing new 
opportunities to countless 
households.

A shining example of this 
transformation is Dipanjali 
Chotray from Kumbhilo village 
in Khurda district. Struggling 
with fi nancial instability due 
to reliance on sharecropping 
and a small grocery store, 
her family faced persistent 
economic challenges. In 2021, 
Dipanjali joined the Biswa Ja-

gruti self-help group (SHG) and 
learned about the Prime Min-
ister Formalisation of Micro 
Food Processing Enterprises 
(PMFME) loan scheme, which 
became a stepping stone to-
ward a better livelihood.

With a `40,000 seed capital 
loan and additional support of 
`15,000 from the Gram Pancha-
yat Level Federation, Dipanjali 
expanded her grocery business 
into a diversifi ed enterprise. 
She ventured into spice pro-
cessing, packaging, and the 
production of traditional ‘Badi’ 
(sun-dried lentil dumplings), le-
veraging local demand. Partici-
pating in district and state-level 
melas provided her with wider 
market exposure, signifi cantly 
boosting her earnings. 

Her annual gross income 
soared to `3.36 lakh, yielding a 
net profi t of `2.16 lakh. This re-
markable turnaround not only 
secured her family’s fi nancial 

well-being but also ensured bet-
ter educational opportunities 
for her children.

The Odisha Livelihoods 
Mission (OLM) has been in-
strumental in enabling such 
success stories through a com-
prehensive support system. 
By offering capacity-building 
programs, fi nancial inclusion 

measures, and market linkag-
es, OLM has empowered thou-
sands of women entrepreneurs. 
Events like the Subhadra Shak-
ti Mela have further facilitated 
business expansion, generating 
over `5 crore in sales and pro-
viding SHGs with valuable ex-
posure.

To ensure long-term sus-

tainability, OLM has integrat-
ed modern solutions such as 
digital platforms, e-commerce, 
and export opportunities. Cer-
tifi cations like ISO, Organic, 
and Fair Trade enhance the 
credibility of SHG products, 
helping them reach wider con-
sumer bases. 

This structured approach en-
sures that rural women entre-
preneurs can scale their busi-
nesses and compete in broader 
markets.

Another inspiring example of 
the initiative’s impact is Tilot-
tama Mahanta from Dhakotha 
village in Keonjhar district. 
After the loss of her husband, 
she took charge of her family’s 
survival despite limited fi nan-
cial and technical resources. 

She joined the Raghunath-
pur Gram Panchayat Level 
Federation (GPLF) and Dha-
kotha Cluster Level Federa-
tion (CLF), which provided 

her with essential fi nancial 
aid, including a `5 lakh bank 
loan and `50,000 from the Com-
munity Investment Fund (CIF).

With this support, Tilottama 
diversifi ed her income streams 
by engaging in vegetable cul-
tivation, tailoring, and duck 
farming. Her perseverance 
and business acumen helped 
her generate an annual in-
come of `1.8 lakh. Her success 
has had a ripple effect on her 
community, inspiring fellow 
SHG members and allowing 
her children to pursue higher 
education, creating a legacy of 
economic resilience.

The Lakhpati Didi initiative 
is a game-changer for women 
in Odisha, driving both social 
and economic transformation. 
By prioritising fi nancial inclu-
sion, capacity building, and 
market accessibility, the pro-
gramme is reshaping the role 
of women in rural areas. 

Odisha’s Lakhpati Didi: Boosting rural women’s economy

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 23:
The state government has 
taken disciplinary action 
against mining offi cer Rajen-
dra Prasad Khuntia and sus-
pended him with immediate 
effect. 

As per the order issued by 
Steel and Mines department, 
which read, “A disciplinary 
proceeding against Rajen-
dra Prasad Khuntia, Mining 
Offi cer, offi ce of the Deputy 
Director of Mines, Cuttack is 
contemplated. Therefore, the 
Governor of Odisha, in exer-
cise of the powers conferred 
by clause (a) of sub-rule (1) 
of Rule 12 of the Orissa Civil 
Services (Classifi cation, Con-
trol and Appeal) Rules, 1962, 
hereby places Rajendra Prasad 
Khuntia, Mining Offi cer, of-
fi ce of the Deputy Director of 
Mines, Cuttack under suspen-
sion with immediate effect.”

The order also said, “It is 
further ordered that during 
the period of suspension the 
Headquarters of Rajendra 
Prasad Khuntia, Mining Of-
fi cer, offi ce of the Deputy Di-
rector of Mines, Cuttack shall 
be the offi ce of the Deputy 
Director of Mines, Phulbani, 
District -Kandhamal and Ra-
jendra Prasad Khuntia shall 
not leave the Headquarters 
without obtaining the prior 
permission of the Deputy Di-
rector of Mines, Phulbani, Dis-
trict - Kandhamal and he shall 
be entitled to the payment of 
subsistence allowance in ac-
cordance with Rule 90 of the 
Orissa Service Code.”

Khuntia, who was recently 
caught accepting a bribe of 
`50,000 in a viral video, has 
denied any wrongdoing. He 
claims that the money was not 
a bribe but rather the challan 
money collected from seized 
vehicles.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 23: 
The All Odisha Ayush Doc-
tors Association (AOADA) has 
announced a statewide strike 
beginning March 27.

The decision stems from 
several longstanding de-
mands, including permanent 
employment, equal pay for 
government Ayurveda and 
Homeopathy doctors, access 
to higher education, regular 
medicine supplies, inclusion 
in health insurance scheme for 
themselves and their families, 
and a one-time compensation 
for families of doctors who die 
in service.

Ayush doctors, who have 
been serving under the Na-
tional Health Mission (NHM) 
for 18 years, argue that despite 
their vital role in community 
health, emergency care, mater-
nal and child healthcare, and 

health programme implemen-
tation, they remain on tempo-
rary contracts without job 
security or fair compensation. 

Currently, 1,485 Ayush 
doctors working in Commu-
nity Health Centers (CHCs) 
and Primary Health Centers 
(PHCs) are still denied regu-
larisation.

The strike comes after years 
of discussions with the govern-
ment, during which promises 

were made but not fulfi lled. 
Despite other healthcare work-
ers being regularised in 2019, 
Ayush doctors were excluded 
from this decision. 

AOADA president Prashant 
Kumar Padhi expressed frus-
tration over the lack of action, 
stating that their demands 
have been ignored for nearly 
two decades. AOADA state 
general secretary Pravas 
Chandra Swain emphasised 

that the government’s failure 
to act has left the association 
with no option but to begin an 
indefi nite strike.

The protest will involve a 
peaceful demonstration at 
Lower PMG in City. The AOA-
DA has warned that if their 
demands are not met, the re-
sponsibility for any disruption 
to healthcare services across 
the state will lie with the gov-
ernment.

Activists urge CM to 
act on animal cruelty

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 23: In 
a signifi cant breakthrough, 
the Commissionerate Police 
arrested two men Sunday for 
their alleged involvement in 
a jewellery store heist in the 
Nayapalli area in City. The 
police seized over 500 grams 
of stolen jewellery during the 
operation.

The accused, identifi ed as 
Rakesh Mukhi (21) and San-
tosh Kumar Pradhan (27), were 
caught while attempting to sell 
the stolen ornaments near In-
dradhanu Market. Acting on a 
tip-off, the police intercepted 
them and made the arrests, 
said DCP Jagmohan Meena.

A total of 83 pairs of toe 
rings, 82 pairs of rings, 66 lock-
ets, fi ve silver items, and two 
key rings were recovered from 
the duo, DCP Meena added.

According to police re-
cords, Rakesh Mukhi has been 

booked three times by Nayap-
alli police, while Santosh Ku-
mar Pradhan has a history of 
11 cases registered across vari-
ous police stations in the City.

The burglary occurred 
around 5am Sunday when the 

duo broke into Prakash Chan-
dra Sahoo’s jewellery shop in 
the Unit VIII area and fl ed with 
the ornaments. Following the 
report, police launched an in-
vestigation, reviewing CCTV 
footage from the crime scene.

Around 9am, the police re-
ceived information that two 
suspects were planning to sell 
stolen jewellery near Indrad-
hanu Market. Acting swiftly, 
a team intercepted them at the 
busy marketplace and recov-
ered the stolen items.

The Nayapalli police have 
charged the duo under Sec-
tions 331(4), 305(a), and 3(5) of 
the BNS. They were produced 
before a local court Sunday for 
remand.

Ayush docs announce strike from March 27 Mining offi cer suspended

2 arrested for jewellery shop heist in City

IN MEMORIAM: All India Democratic Students’ Organisation members hold a 'Masal Sobhajatra' at College Square in Cuttack, Sunday to commemorate 
the martyrdom of Bhagat Singh, Rajguru, and Sukhdev  OP PHOTO

INJURED DOG AT BERHAMPUR  
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Keonjhar, March 23: Union 
Minister of Steel and Mines HD 
Kumaraswamy has reportedly 
assured Keonjhar MP Ananta 
Nayak to initiate steps to ad-
dress the demands of Orissa 
Mineral Development Compa-
ny Limited (OMDC) employees 
who have been staging a protest 
over unpaid salaries and bene-
fi ts for more than 45 days now.

Sources said that owing to 
the strike, production at the Ba-
giaburu Iron Ore Mines - operat-
ed by OMDC- has been severely 
hit causing an approximate loss 
of `100 crore to the company. 

According to sources, the 
Union minister’s assurance 
came after Nayak met the for-
mer in New Delhi Friday and 
submitted a memorandum 
regarding the ongoing strike, 
and the employees’ demands. 
Nayak also appealed for the 
immediate release of employ-

ees' unpaid salaries. 
Nayak informed the minister 

that the public sector company 
is losing lakhs of rupees daily 
due to the stoppage of work, 
sources added.

OMDC, a subsidiary of Rash-
triya Ispat Nigam Limited 
(RINL) under the Ministry of 
Steel, operates in the Joda min-
ing sector of Keonjhar district. 
Hundreds of employees began 
their strike February 6, 2025, 
by gathering at the company's 
Thakurani offi ce gate in Barbil. 
They are demanding payment 
of six months' salaries, four 
months' unpaid wages, and 

overdue medical expenses.
Protesters said fi nancial dif-

fi culties have made it challeng-
ing to support their families and 
pay for their children's educa-
tion. Despite OMDC reported-
ly earning approximately `50 
crore in profi ts over the past few 
months, the company has failed 
to disburse the employees' legit-
imate claims, which amount to 
around `6.2 crore for about 450 
employees, they alleged.

“We depend on our monthly 
salary to support our families. 
Due to the delay in payments, 
we are struggling to manage 
our fi nancial obligations," said 
Jyoti Ranjan Mohanty, a senior 
employee.

"Despite numerous appeals 
to company authorities and the 
ministry, no steps have been 
taken to address our concerns. 
We are left with no choice but to 
continue the strike," added De-
bakanta Ratha, general secretary 
of OMDC Karmachari Sangha.

OMDC STRIKE ENTERS 45TH DAY

Kumaraswamy assures steps to 
address employees’ demands

POST NEWS NETWORK

Khajuripada, March 23: 
With the arrival of the Phalgu-
na month, an air of excitement 
spreads across tribal villages 
in Kandhamal district as ma-
hua fl owers begin to bloom and 
fall from the trees. This annual 
occurrence prompts local com-
munities to engage in the col-
lection of these prized fl owers, 
a key source of income for many 
tribal families.

With its dense forests and 
hilly terrains, Kandhamal dis-
trict is home to a signifi cant 
tribal population that depends 
on forest produce and agricul-
ture for sustenance. At present, 
people across various blocks, 
particularly in Khajuripada, 
are busy gathering mahua fl ow-
ers from dawn to dusk.

Mahua fl owers are a crucial 
non-timber forest product, pro-
viding a source of seasonal in-
come. Every year, from March 
to April, mahua trees shed their 
fl owers, drawing villagers—
young and old—to collect them 
before livestock such as goats 

and cattle consume them. The 
activity has almost turned into 
a competition, with entire fam-
ilies venturing into the forests 
at the break of dawn, carrying 
baskets, mats, and wooden tools 
to aid in the collection.

Women, men, and even 

children from both tribal and 
non-tribal communities en-
thusiastically participate in 
this traditional practice. The 
fl owers are not only a source of 
income but also a staple in the 
local diet, further deepening 
the community's connection 

to the seasonal harvest.
After collection, the fl ow-

ers are spread out to dry on 
large rocks, tin roofs, or open 
courtyards for about a week. 
Once dried and cleaned, trad-
ers purchase them at `30-40 
per kilogram, while labourers 

can gather about 3-4 kg per 
day each. However, locals say 
that the selling price is too low 
compared to the effort involved. 
Many believe the government 
should set a minimum price 
of `70-80 per kg to ensure fair 
compensation.

On average, a tribal family 
earns between `5,000-10,000 an-
nually from mahua collection. 
Additionally, villagers believe 
that feeding mahua fl owers to 
cattle, particularly cows, in-
creases milk production. As a 
result, many choose to retain 
a portion of their collection for 
livestock instead of selling it all.

Beyond its economic value, 
mahua is culturally signifi cant 
in Kandhamal. The fl owers are 
used to prepare local liquor, 
which plays an integral role in 
tribal rituals and community 
celebrations. The mahua tree 
also yields seeds known as 
"gara," which are processed to 
extract oil used for cooking in 
rural households.

Despite its economic and cul-
tural importance, mahua collec-
tors face risks, including encoun-
ters with wild animals like bears, 
which are also attracted to the 
fl owers’ sweet aroma. Yet, year 
after year, this tradition contin-
ues, refl ecting the deep-rooted 
dependence of Kandhamal's 
tribal communities on the for-
ests that sustain them.

Mahua harvest: A seasonal lifeline for Kandhamal tribals
AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 23: 
Two persons were injured in a 
fi re at a book depot in Jagats-
inghpur district, police said.

The fi re at the book depot in 
Balikuda police station area 
was suspected to have been trig-
gered by an explosion Saturday 
night, a police offi cer said.

Books and notebooks stored 
inside the godown were gutted 
while two persons, who were 
in an adjoining room, suffered 
serious burn injuries, she said.

After hearing the sound of 
the explosion, locals informed 
the police and the fi re brigade.

The fi refi ghters doused the 
blaze and rescued the injured 
persons, who were fi rst admit-
ted to Jagatsinghpur hospital 
and later shifted to private 
medical establishments in 
Bhubaneswar, the police offi -
cer said.

The cause of the fi re and the 
explosion was yet to be ascer-
tained, she added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Phulbani , March 23: A 
55-year-old woman and her 
son suffered severe burn in-
juries after an LPG cylinder 
in the kitchen of their house 
in Kandhamal district caught 
fi re, police said Sunday.

The incident took place in 
Kumbharsahi village in Balli-
guda police station area Satur-
day, a police offi cer said.

The injured persons, iden-
tifi ed as Geetanjali Panda and 
her son Chandan, were fi rst 
admitted to a local hospital and 
later shifted to MKCG Medical 
College and Hospital in Ber-
hampur as their condition re-
mained critical, the offi cer said.

“When Geetanjali was pre-
paring food in her kitchen 
Saturday, the LPG cylinder 
suddenly started leaking and 
caught fi re. She started scream-
ing for help and her son rushed 
to the kitchen to save her. Both 
sustained severe burn inju-
ries,” he said.

The mother-son duo, were, 
rescued by the villagers who 
admitted them to the Balliguda 
Sub-divisional Hospital.

As their condition deteriorat-
ed, they were shifted to MKCG 
Medical College and Hospital at 
Berhampur.

Woman, son critical
in LPG cylinder fi re

TWO HURT IN FIRE 
AT JAGATSINGHPUR 
BOOK DEPOT

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, March 23: The Bir-
sa police in Rourkela unearthed 
a fake mobil manufacturing 
unit running at Zeenat Colony 
here, and confi scated several 
thousand litres of duplicate 
lubricants during the raid, 
Sunday.

DSP Ambit Mohanty said 
two persons - Abdul Mana and 
Md Biraz – have so far been 
arrested for running the fake 
business, while 4000 litres of 
duplicate mobil, 5000 empty 
bottles and pouches of several 
established brands like Castrol 
and Servo have been confi scat-
ed during the raid.

Giving details of the crack-
down, Mohanty said the fake 
unit was running out of a single 

room in a multi storied build-
ing in Zeenat Colony area. 

He said the raid was subse-
quent to an actionable lead the 
Birsa police received some time 
ago. “The raid was conducted 
late in the morning. The pre-
pared oil and packaging mate-

rials were recovered from the 
spot. The two counterfeiters 
were rounded up subsequent-
ly,” Mohanty added.

Preliminary investigation 
revealed that the duo was run-
ning the business for quite 
some time.

“They would purchase used 
mobil and then refi ne those to a 
certain level, pack those into bot-
tles and pouches before selling 
in the market,” Mohanty said. 

He said the investigation 
would now focus on their selling 
territories – in rural or urban 
areas, amid suspicion that those 
were also sent to other states.

“Investigations are under-
way. More facts will emerge 
in coming days,” the DSP said, 
adding that the police are try-
ing to ascertain the source of 
the used lubricants. 

The arrested duo has been 
booked under Sections 318(4), 
345, 347 and 349 of Trademark 
Act, along with Sections 103, 
104 and 63 of Copyright Act. 
They were produced before a 
court for remand.

Fake mobil manufacturing unit busted; 2 held

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sundargarh/Tensa, March 
23: Three people were killed 
Sunday evening when driver of 
a speeding dumper lost control 
over the vehicle and crashed it 
into a roadside tea shop near 
the Jamudihi toll gate under 
the K Bolang police limits in 
Sundargarh district.

The deceased include 
the tea shop owner - Geeta 
Chakraborty, 35, and two un-
identifi ed truck drivers who 
were present at the spot. The 
dumper, which was carrying 
iron ore from Koira, remained 
lodged inside the wrecked shop 
following the accident. Author-
ities said efforts are ongoing to 
remove it.

Police said that the accident 
occurred near the Jamudihi toll 
gate on National Highway 500. 
The speeding dumper - bearing 
registration number 0D O9P 
9922 - veered off the road and 

rammed into the tea shop in the 
vicinity, they said.

Police and local residents 
rushed to the scene to assist in 
rescue operations. Police sus-
pect more individuals may still 
be trapped inside the debris.

Tension prevailed in the area 
as residents expressed their an-
ger over frequent accidents on 
the highway. K Bolang police 
have launched an investigation 
into the cause of the crash.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sonepur, March 23: Eighty-
four kilograms of dry can-
nabis (ganja) was seized and 
two persons were arrested in 
that connection during a joint 
operation carried out by the 
Excise department sleuths, in 
coordination with the Sonepur 
Range, district mobile unit, and 
Sadar police near the Tarbha 
Namaste Gate in Subarnapur 
district Sunday.

Acting on specifi c inputs, the 
sleuths intercepted a truck (reg-
istration number UP84-AT-8233) 
traveling from Kantamal in 
Boudh district near Tarbha 
Namaste Gate. During searches 
the sleuths discovered a secret 
compartment, in the otherwise 
empty vehicle, containing four 
packets of cannabis. The contra-
band weighed 84 kg.

The arrested individuals 
have been identifi ed as the 
truck driver, Pradeep Verma, 
64, from Bahadurpur police 

limits in Patna of Bihar, and 
a cannabis trader, Vinod Ku-
mar, 50, from Chilkapand ar-
ea under Shaktinagar police 
limits in Sonbhadra district 
of Uttar Pradesh. Preliminary 
investigations suggest that the 
accused were smuggling canna-

bis from Boudh district, cross-
ing the Tel River Bridge, and 
transporting it via the Tarbha 
route to Bihar.

To evade law enforcement, 
the smugglers had made a 
concealed chamber inside the 
truck for transporting the con-

traband. A case (No. 215/24-25) 
has been registered by the Sa-
dar Excise Police, and both the 
truck and cannabis have been 
confi scated. The accused are 
likely to be produced before a 
NDPS court Monday.

The raid was carried out 
under the direction of Excise 
Superintendent Prabir Ku-
mar Samal. The team included 
Mobile Inspector Hara Prasad 
Rana, Sonepur Range Inspec-
tor Prakash Sa, Sub-Inspectors 
Shantanu Pattnayak and Bish-
wanath Bhoi, ASIs Santosh Ku-
mar Swain, Lokanath Behera, 
and Renupriya Bhoi.

84 kg ganja seized from Bihar-bound truck; 2 heldTHREE KILLED AS DUMPER 
CRASHES INTO TEA SHOP

Investigations suggest 
that the accused were 

smuggling cannabis from 
Boudh district, crossing 
the Tel River Bridge, and 

transporting it via the 
Tarbha route to Bihar

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, March 23: A 
16-year-old boy drowned while 
bathing in a pond in Naranpur 
village under the Town police 
station Sunday morning during 
a visit to his sister’s house. 

According to sources, the 
victim, Sameer Behera, a Class 
X student from Tangiriapal 
village under Daitari police 
station limits in Keonjhar dis-
trict, was bathing in the pond at 
around 8 am when he suddenly 
slipped and fell in deep water.

Upon receiving the informa-
tion, police and fi re brigade 
personnel rushed to the spot 
and launched a search oper-
ation. After several hours of 
effort, they retrieved the body 
at around 1:30 pm.

Sources said Sameer had 

travelled to Naranpur, near 
Keonjhar town, with his fam-
ily to visit his sister. Locals 
said that he went to bathe in the 
pond near the village when the 
unfortunate incident occurred.

The incident has cast a pall 
of gloom over the area. Police 
have sent the body to the dis-
trict headquarters hospital for 
a post-mortem examination and 
have initiated an investigation.

Boy drowns while bathing in pond

DRAMA FEST: Artistes from Sai Cultural and Dramatic Society in Jamshedpur stage a play, ‘Surya Ke Antim Kiran Se, Paheli Kiran Tak’, at 
a national level theatre festival - 5th Hirakhand Natya Mahotsav - organised by Adarsha Natya Ashram in collaboration with School of 
Performing Arts of Sambalpur University, at the varsity’s Biju Patnaik Auditorium Sunday. The play was written by Nruparaj Sahu, and 
directed by Nilamber Manik Puri.  OP PHOTO



W
hile India is con-
cerned about high-
tech and high-vol-
ume trade with the 

United States under the new 
Trump administration, cer-
tain imports, such as dry fruits, 
which have surged by a remark-
able 93 per cent of the global 
share, have largely gone unno-
ticed and caused little reaction.

India’s concerns about trade 
and tariffs with the US have 
grown as rising imports from 
the US are impacting various 
sectors of the Indian econo-
my. The trade relationship 
between the two countries has 
become increasingly complex, 
especially after the US im-
posed tariffs on products like 
steel and aluminium. India 
has expressed worries over 
the potential long-term impact 
of these tariffs, which could 
hinder the growth of its man-
ufacturing sector and disrupt 
its trade balance.

None, however, had expect-
ed that Afghani Kabuliwala 
or the neighbouring Iran, the 
prime supplier of nuts, would 
be replaced by the US with 
its low oil-content and less 
nutrient almonds, walnuts or 
pistachios. The fad for larger 
sized nuts has caught the fan-
cy of Indian health-conscious 
buyers aided by low Indian 
tariffs. India’s import of nuts 
crosses over $1 billion last 
year. Buyers with a swadeshi 
fad are unaware that they are 
consuming larger-looking low-
er quality products than what 
used to come from neighbour-
ing countries. 

India has been witnessing a 
signifi cant increase in imports 
from the US, especially in sec-
tors like agricultural products, 
technology, and pharmaceuti-
cals. While these imports hav-
en’t caused widespread alarm 
yet, their growing volume 
has raised questions about 
the future of India’s domestic 

industries, particularly in sec-
tors that are facing increasing 
competition from cheaper or 
subsidised imports. Some nut 
supplies are coming from Aus-
tralia, about 7 to 29%, as well 
following the recent trade deals.

 The import surge is com-
mensurate with rising demand 
and limited indigenous pro-
duction. The indigenous pro-
duction is about 4150 tonnes 
of almond alone during 2024-25 
but the demand has increased 
manifold. The imports are esti-
mated at 1.9 lakh tonnes as per 
US agriculture department. 

The Georgia-based GTRI 
says that almond imports by 
India soared over 5.5 times 
since 2008. Pistachio imports 
went up 4,400 tonnes to 13,500 
tonnes in 2021. Of total al-
monds imports of $940.8mn, 
92.3% comes from the US; of 
total $141.5mn pistachio, 86.7% 
is from the US and a miniscule 
8.8% is from Iran. 

 The political and diplomat-
ic aggression of Trump is part 
of a well-oiled strategy. So, it 
is not restricted to electric ve-
hicles of Elon Musk, batteries 
and other hi-tech products but 
even simple farm products are 
being targeted for large-scale 
entry to India. Various US 
departments are diligently 
working on raising US ex-

ports. It is just not the Trump 
regime that has ushered in 
aggressive strategy. For the 
last over a decade, different 
US agencies have worked out 
methodologies to increase dif-
ferent kinds of exports to de-
veloping and even European 
Union markets. This includes 
pressurisation for working out 
lower tariffs and other facilita-
tion for US goods. 

In September 2023, India 
lifted retaliatory tariffs on US 
almonds, apples, chickpeas, 
lentils, and walnuts, which 
were imposed in 2019. This 
tariff reduction has restored 
and expanded market oppor-
tunities for US agricultural 
producers and manufacturers, 
particularly for tree nuts like 
almonds and walnuts. 

Trump has been calling In-
dia repeatedly ‘tariff king’. In 
an interview a few days back 
he told a US website: “I have 
a very good relationship with 
India, I believe they are going 
to probably lower those tariffs 
substantially, but on April 2, 
we will be charging the same 
tariff as they charge us.” India 
is going to be coerced further 
to allow America’s goods to 
India at low, negligible tariffs.

The Foreign Agricultural 
Service (FAS) of the US De-
partment of Agriculture (US-

DA) has primary mission to 
enhance export opportunities 
for US agriculture. It now esti-
mates that US almond exports 
to India could soar in 2024-25. 
The US apple exports, which 
were most affected by the re-
taliatory tariffs, have the po-
tential to climb from $4.8 mil-
lion in 2022 to $50-$80 million.

 It's an all-out war. With 
scant US respect for multilat-
eral agencies like the World 
Trade Organisation and Unit-
ed Nations, arm-twisting is 
easier, and it is not restricted 
to F-35 stealth fi ghters, which 
India has little need. The FAS 
type organisations’ strong mar-
keting campaigns have helped 
American almonds secure a 
signifi cant market share in 
India with pop-up of US goods 
on e-market sites. American 
suppliers benefi t from better 
logistics and a well-organised 
supply chain. Indian systems 
are fragile and fragmented. 

The US has studied and has 
been carrying out campaigns 
subtly projecting the US prod-
ucts, including dry fruits, as 
superior health products. 
Despite the Asian products 
being superior with high oil 
contents, nutrients and lower 
prices, American products are 
being sold as better for their 
size, not taste. The US agen-
cies have rebranded products 
to place Californian goods pop 
up on e-marketing sites luring 
health-conscious Indians.

 India has to rethink its 
moves to counter the trade 
aggression for keeping its 
market intact and check im-
ports. It is easier said but 
countering a powerful US, 
which deports Indian illegal 
immigrants in shackles and 
handcuffs, though not Paki-
stanis, requires skill, multiple 
studies and working through 
international agencies. India 
has to reorient its strategies, 
including diplomacy. INFA

A small fi re at a judge’s offi cial residence has opened a can of 
worms, threatening to expose the incidence of pervasive cor-
ruption plaguing the nation’s judiciary, considered the third 

pillar of democracy. The recovery of a huge pile of cash, apparently 
unaccounted, from the offi cial residence of Justice Yashwant Var-
ma, the second senior-most judge of the Delhi High Court, is not only 
unprecedented, but also has serious ramifi cations for the country’s 
entire judicial fraternity. 

Adding to the controversy, the twists and turns that the case has 
taken ever since it came to fore refl ect the opacity that surrounds our 
legal system. This has become a system where nothing seems transpar-
ent. Maybe in a desperate move to break free of the blame, the Chief 
Justice of India (CJI) had ordered, last Saturday evening, uploading 
of all videos, photos and the complete report submitted by the Chief 
Justice of Delhi High Court on the SC website related to the purported 
discovery of the cash at Justice Varma’s residence. Delhi High Court 
Chief Justice Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya’s report to the CJI includes 
information about offi cial communications indicating that four to fi ve 
semi-burnt sacks of currency notes were also discovered at the judge’s 
residence. This decision of the CJI to post all details on the publicly 
accessible website, though unprecedented, is a very welcome move. It 
will help open up the judiciary for public scrutiny in future. 

First, it was reported that a large sum of cash was discovered after 
a fi re broke out at Judge Varma’s 
residence in Delhi around 11:35 
PM on 14 March, prompting the 
Delhi fi re department to respond 
a call to extinguish the fl ames. 
The exact amount of the cash 
remains unclear, although some 
unverifi ed social media reports 
suggested it could be as high as `15 crore. Surprisingly, the day after 
these claims emerged, Atul Garg, the Chief of Delhi Fire Services, 
stated that fi refi ghters found no cash during their operation at Justice 
Varma’s home. Justice Varma also has rejected the allegations sur-
rounding the currency-discovery controversy, asserting that neither 
he nor any of his family members ever stored cash in the storeroom 
of his residence. But then where did they store it if not in the store-
room? In a response submitted to the Chief Justice of Delhi High Court, 
Justice Varma said the claims of cash being found at his home are a 
“conspiracy to frame and malign him.”

However, the inquiry report from the Delhi High Court, along with 
the video posted on the Supreme Court’s website, has raised questions 
about the Delhi Fire Services chief’s’ claim that fi refi ghters did not 
discover any cash while extinguishing the blaze. This one little fi re 
seems to have started a huge confl agration that is about to engulf one 
of the strongest establishments of India.

A video released by Delhi Police Commissioner Sanjay Arora show-
ing burnt bundles of cash at Justice Varma’s home, along with initial 
fi ndings from Delhi High Court Chief Justice Devendra Kumar Upad-
hyaya calling for a “deeper probe,” has led CJI Sanjiv Khanna to form a 
committee for an in-house inquiry into the allegations against Varma. 
The three-member inquiry panel comprises Justice Sheel Nagu, Chief 
Justice of Punjab and Haryana High Court, Justice GS Sandhawalia, 
Chief Justice of the Himachal Pradesh High Court, and Justice Anu 
Sivaraman, a judge of the Karnataka High Court. 

The country has become accustomed to seeing tainted money un-
earthed from politicians’ and bureaucrats’ residences. Now the cit-
izens of India have become the audience to this comparatively new 
drama unfolding about the judiciary, which has demolished all hope 
for fairness and upholding of the rule of law by this revered wing of the 
system of governance. The Indian judiciary is obviously not immune 
to deep level corruption. 

The general impression created by this incident that justice can be 
bought with money is not only dangerous for the judicial system, but is 
frightening for the average Indian citizen. The more important aspect 
is that money alone may not be the only ‘currency’ for corruption in the 
judiciary. The long simmering issue of pro establishment judgements 
that please the political bosses of the time could be another method 
of high level corruption. Used as quid pro quo, controversial judicial 
pronouncements seen happening so very vigorously and regularly in 
the last decade, could also indicate to the fact that offer of lucrative 
constitutional posts post retirement are barter material for the judges 
at different levels. 

No wonder, lawyers, including Supreme Court advocates, various po-
litical parties and legal experts are demanding stringent action against 
Justice Varma. In fact, lawyers association of Allahabad High Court 
has complained whether their Court is being used as a “trash bin” after 
reports emerged that the Supreme Court collegium has transferred 
Justice Varma to that High Court. Moreover, the fact that Justice 
Varma in the past delivered judgements on controversial matters, 
including the Unnao rape case, only propels Opposition politicians 
to put the whole matter in a different light.

The most delicate question now could be: Is Judge Yashwant Varma 
the sole corrupt judicial offi cer in India today?
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Is Varma Alone? 

SPECTRUM SUSTAINABILITY

A defi ning moment for energy security 

TB eradication

Sir, Tuberculosis (TB) continues to be a signifi cant global health challenge, 
with 10.8 million new cases and 1.25 million deaths reported in 2023. Despite 
a global incidence decline of 8.3% since 2015, millions of cases remain un-
diagnosed, underscoring the need for early detection and intervention. TB 
primarily affects the lungs and spreads through the air, presenting symptoms 
such as persistent cough, chest pain, fever, fatigue, and weight loss. India has 
made notable progress in combating TB. The country achieved a 17.7% reduc-
tion in TB incidence from 2015 to 2023, surpassing the global average decline. 
In 2023, India reported 2.55 million TB cases, the highest under the National 
Tuberculosis Elimination Programme. TB-related deaths decreased from 28 
per 100,000 population in 2015 to 23 per 100,000 in 2022. Additionally, undetected 
TB cases declined from 320,000 in 2022 to 230,000 in 2023, indicating improved case 
detection and treatment coverage. To further support patients, initiatives like 
the Ni-kshay Mitra encourage community participation by allowing individuals 
and organisations to adopt TB patients, providing additional nutritional and 
social support beyond standard care. India’s steadfast commitment to com-
bating tuberculosis has led to signifi cant progress, yet sustained innovation 
and collaboration are essential to achieve the goal of a TB-free nation by 2025. 
 Krishna Kumar Vepakomma, HYDERABAD

What the soul sees and has 
experienced, that it knows; the 
rest is appearance, prejudice 
and opinion.

 SRI AUROBINDO TRUMP DUMPS NUTS 
INDO-US TRADE

L
ast week, heads of state, 
ministers of fi nance 
and energy, investors, 
civil-society groups, 

and energy-industry leaders 
convened in Barbados for the 
Sustainable Energy for All (SE-
forAll) Forum. The conference’s 
theme – Sustainable Energy for 
Equity, Security, and Prosperity 
– captured an often-underappre-
ciated reality: the clean-energy 
transition is vital not only to 
protect the planet, but also to en-
hance economic resilience and 
energy security in an uncertain 
global setting.

To be sure, the environmen-
tal imperative should not be 
underestimated, especially in 
small island developing states 
(SIDS) like Antigua and Barbu-
da, which are on the front lines 
of the climate crisis. In 2017, Hur-
ricane Irma decimated my coun-
try in mere hours, with nearly 
every building on our islands 
being damaged by the storm's 
220 mile-per-hour winds. Clean-
up and reconstruction cost more 
than $222 million, according to 
World Bank calculations, yet we 
still bear the scars, physical and 
economic, eight years later. And 
that is just one example: storms, 
sea-level rise, ocean acidifi cation, 
and fi sheries displacement are 
costing us dearly, and in a rap-
idly warming world, we know 

worse is to come. But, today, 
we also know that the energy 
transition – specifi cally, the 
transition to domestically pro-
duced renewables – is essential 
to support economic resilience 
and energy security as well. Re-
liance on imported fossil fuels 
like LNG exposes our countries 
to volatile price swings, supply 
disruptions, and budget strains. 
And, unlike highly fl ammable 
methane, with its adverse safe-
ty, health, and climate effects, 
the sun and wind are not subject 
to market speculation or rising 
geopolitical risk.

In the corridors of the SEforAll 
Forum, fossil-fuel executives read 
from their usual script, claiming 
that their products remain a vital 
"bridging" solution for the ener-
gy transition. But the time period 
that must be “bridged” will like-
ly be far shorter than the 30-year 
contracts they are pressing SIDS 
and other emerging economies 
to sign. In fact, current trends 
suggest that most emerging and 
developing economies will have 
outgrown their need for gas with-
in a decade.

One reason for this is ar-
tifi cial intelligence, which is 
helping to match variable re-
newable-energy supplies with 
fl uctuations in demand, there-
by facilitating the integration 
of renewables into electricity 

grids. The plummeting cost of 
energy storage systems is also 
helping, as advanced battery 
technology reduces the need for 
back-up supplies of fossil fuels. 
The effect is so pronounced that 
some gas and coal power-plant 
projects have already been 
paused or canceled. New LNG 
projects are now considered 
risky investments, most of 
which will not recover their 
initial capital outlays.

Meanwhile, investors are 
fl ocking to clean energy, which 
attracted almost double the 
funding that fossil fuels did last 
year. This is good news: a rap-
id clean-energy transition will 
require large upfront invest-
ments – far more than business 
as usual. But the payoff will be 
enormous: a nearly 20% reduc-
tion in energy costs for emerg-
ing-economy consumers by 2050, 
compared to continued fossil-fu-
el dependency. It is with these 
considerations in mind that 
Antigua and Barbuda became 
the fi rst non-Pacifi c country to 
endorse a Fossil Fuel Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty, an international 
transition pact to phase out oil, 
gas, and coal. We are also com-
mitted to achieving 100% clean 
power by 2030, and a fully electri-
fi ed transport fl eet by 2040.

But we can't do it alone. As 
climate disasters proliferate 

and intensify, so do the costs of 
recovery. This leaves our gov-
ernment with little choice but 
to borrow at high interest rates, 
compounding our already bur-
densome national debt. 

That is why Antigua and 
Barbuda and our fellow SIDS 
are calling upon all countries 
to pursue fi ve key objectives. 
First, strengthen the energy 
transition and climate commit-
ments, including by phasing out 
ineffi cient fossil-fuel subsidies. 
Second, mobilize transforma-
tive climate fi nance at scale, in-
cluding through levies and debt-
for-climate swaps. Third, bolster 
renewable-energy deployment 
by strengthening existing im-
plementation platforms. Fourth, 
augment institutional capacity 
and facilitate knowledge-shar-
ing in clean energy and energy 
effi ciency, especially through 
South-South cooperation. Fi-
nally, enhance resilience – such 
as by promoting the adoption of 
electric-cooking technologies – 
and adaptation. This agenda is 
essential to safeguard our plan-
et – the basis of our health, secu-
rity, and prosperity. When the 
stakes are this high, we cannot 
afford alternatives.

The writer is Prime 
Minister of Antigua & 

Barbuda.
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India has to rethink its moves to counter 
the trade aggression for keeping its market 

intact and check imports 

INDIA IS GOING 
TO BE COERCED 

FURTHER 
TO ALLOW 
AMERICA’S 
GOODS TO 

INDIA AT LOW, 
NEGLIGIBLE 

TARIFFS 

Shivaji Sarkar

STORMS, 
SEA-LEVEL 

RISE, OCEAN 
ACIDIFICATION, 
AND FISHERIES 

DISPLACEMENT 
ARE COSTING 

US DEARLY, AND 
IN A RAPIDLY 

WARMING 
WORLD, WE 

KNOW WORSE IS 
TO COME 

Gaston Browne

WISDOM CORNER

If you think in terms of a year, plant a seed; if in terms of 
ten years, plant trees; if in terms of 100 years, teach the 
people.
 CONFUCIUS

When the fl ower blooms, the bees come uninvited.
 RAMAKRISHNA PARAMAHANSA 

Do the diffi cult things while they are easy and do the 
great things while they are small. A journey of a thousand 
miles must begin with a single step.
 LAO TZU

 
1882: Robert Koch announced in Berlin that he had isolated and grown 
the tubercle bacillus, which he believed to be the cause of all forms of 
tuberculosis.

1944: More than 75 Allied prisoners undertook a daring escape 
from a POW camp in Sagan, Germany, though most were eventually 
recaptured; it inspired the classic World War II movie The Great 
Escape (1963), starring Steve McQueen.

1945: With the debut of the Billboard magazine pop album chart, 
American pianist and singer Nat King Cole's King Cole Trio became 
the fi rst record album to appear at No. 1.

1989: Oil tanker “Exxon Valdez” runs aground in Prince William 
Sound, Alaska. The mishap resulted in one of the most devastating 
environmental disasters in history, killing up to 250,000 seabirds and 
other wildlife.

Stampede prevention

Sir, Recent stampedes at different stations called 
for an urgent action and Railway Minister Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw has announced a slew of measures 
in that direction. It is planned to allow only bona-
fi de confi rmed ticket holders onto the platforms at 
60 important stations and a pilot project is being 
undertaken at four major north Indian stations. 
Sealing of unauthorised entries, setting up of war 
rooms and multiple cameras at strategic locations, 
and appointment of a station director, with full in-
dependence to control of ticket sales, are a few other 
proposed steps. One problem with the Railways is 
the issuance of too many tickets, and the provision 
for station director may sort out things. However, 
questions regarding allowing relatives of elderly 
and disabled on the platforms remain. Working on 
practical implementation of the proposed changes 
is, however, critical for changes on the ground.

Ganapathi Bhat, , AKOLA

 FOCUS 
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Tukergram (Assam), March 
23: Water-related woes are not 
new for the 32 households of 
Tukergram, a hamlet in As-
sam's Cachar district, as they 
endure contaminated fl oodwa-
ters for fi ve to seven months 
each year.

After years of hardship, a 
mobile water treatment unit 
has become a lifeline, sup-
plying safe drinking water to 
these households. The District 
Disaster Management Author-
ity (DDMA) and Public Health 
and Engineering Department 
(PHED) identifi ed Tukergram 
as one of the worst fl ood-affect-
ed areas and the hamlet does 
not have a government-provid-
ed water pipeline, offi cials said.

The sanctioned pipeline 
through Kalinagar Gram Pan-
chayat had to pass through a 
drain, making its execution 
diffi cult while the hamlet on 
the hillock also lacked road 
connectivity, electricity, and 
toilets. Nestled beside a pic-
turesque lake that was once 

part of the meandering Barak 
River, this hillock turns into 
an island during the fl ood-af-
fected months and continues 
to remain marooned until the 
water level recedes.

During this period, families 
living in low-lying areas mi-
grate to the highest part of the 
hamlet, enduring congested 
and unhygienic conditions, a 
local resident said.  Fifty-eight-
year-old Abdul Jabbar, one of 
the 152 residents of the village, 
said, 'Families here rely on the 
lake for daily water needs, but 
during fl oods, the overfl owing 
lake becomes contaminated 
leading to immense diffi culties 
and health problems."

Rainfall and fl oods have be-
come increasingly erratic and 
intense, prolonging the mon-
soon season and worsening its 
impact, he pointed out. During 
these months, residents collect-
ed rainwater and used alum to 
decontaminate the water or else 
'we have to manage with water 
from the 'nala' (drains)', Jabbar 
said, adding that the problem 
was acute.

After consultations with 
the agencies concerned, it was 
decided that UNICEF India 
in collaboration with a local 
NGO, DDMA, PHED, and the 
Community Facilitation and 
Resource Centre (CFRC)—a 
nodal government body un-
der DDMA, and the panchayat 
and the rural development 
 department (P&RD) will address 
the issue as a top priority, an 
offi cial said. 

'It was decided to work with 
the community and make in-
terventions that will not only 

address the immediate water 
needs but also help build com-
munity resilience against fu-
ture floods," Cachar DDMA 
Project Officer Shamim 
Laskar said. An emergency 
mobile water treatment unit 
was provided, which purifies 
the lake water through the 
simple process of pumping, 
filtration, and disinfection 
using chlorine, he said.

'The unit is easy to install 
and operate and this has 
become a game-changer for 
Tukergram, ensuring safe 

drinking water, especially 
during floods," he said.

Implementing sustainable 
water and sanitation solutions 
in remote and fl ood-prone areas 
is not easy, the project offi cer 
said. The Community Facil-
itation and Resource Centre 
(CFRC) plays a crucial role in 
bridging the gap between com-
munities and disaster response 
agencies, ensuring that relief 
reaches those who need it most, 
CFRC nodal offi cer Ashim Ku-
mar Das said.

'During fl oods, we act as 
a bridge between communi-
ties and agencies like SDRF 
and DDMA, ensuring timely 
assistance with evacuation, 
clean water, and medical aid," 
Das said. The community has 
taken ownership of the water 
treatment unit and to make it 
more sustainable, a sub-water 
committee was formed with 14 
members, including six women.

'The committee manages the 
unit's daily operations, sched-
ules water collection, arranges 
fuel, and ensures maintenance. 
Each household contributes Rs 

20 per week for daily collection 
of water," he said. There are 
plans to link the committee 
with a bank for fund manage-
ment, he said.

The district administration 
is also exploring ways to bring 
Tukergram under the Piped 
Water Supply Scheme for 
household tap connections 
in the near future but till 
then, the mobile water treat-
ment unit remains a crucial 
resource, ensuring access to 
potable water during floods, 
another official said.

There used to be worms in 
the water, causing stomach 
ailments, skin infections, and 
other health issues, especially 
in children but now, with clean 
drinking water, these prob-
lems have been addressed, 
said a trained operator of the 
unit Sajida Begum Talukdar.  
Beyond Tukergram, efforts to 
improve access to safe drink-
ing water and sanitation have 
been scaled up across mul-
tiple fl ood-affected regions, 
UNICEF's Chief of Field Offi ce 
Madhulika Jonathan said.

Mobile water treatment unit provides relief in Assam village
AFTER YEARS OF HARDSHIP, A MOBILE WATER TREATMENT UNIT HAS BECOME A LIFELINE, SUPPLYING SAFE DRINKING WATER TO THESE HOUSEHOLDS 
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Guwahati, March 23: Assam’s 
largest city Guwahati is set to 
be the fi rst Test cricket venue 
in the northeast region when 
India take on South Africa 
here in November, BCCI gen-
eral secretary Devajit Saikia 
said Sunday.

The city will also host its 
first-ever world cup match 
later this year during the ICC 
Women's ODI World Cup, he 
said. "No Test and world cup 

matches have been played in 
Guwahati so far. But, as per 
the decision taken at the BC-
CI apex council meeting Sat-
urday, Guwahati will host 
both those matches this year," 
Saikia said.

He said the second of the two-
match Test series between In-
dia and South Africa will be 
played at the Assam Cricket 
Association (ACA) Stadium 
here from November 22. It 
will put Guwahati on the Test 
cricket map, he said.

The ACA Stadium will also 
host fi ve to six matches of the 

ICC Women's ODI World Cup, 
which will be the fi rst world 

cup cricket matches in the 
northeast, Saikia said. "The 
women's world cup will be held 
from September 24 to Novem-
ber 2. The schedule is still being 
fi nalised. Guwahati has been 
selected as one of the venues 
for it," Saikia said.

A former ACA general sec-
retary, Saikia also thanked 
ICC Chairman Jay Shah 
and Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma for their sup-
port in Guwahati emerging 
as a preferred cricket venue.

‘Guwahati set to host its 1st cricket Test, world cup match in ’25’

A vendor transports bamboo baskets on a two-wheeler, in Morigaon district, Assam PTI PHOTO
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Patna, March 23: Union min-
ister Chirag Paswan Sunday 
voiced protest against Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Hind's (JUH) decision 
to boycott the ‘Iftaar' party or-
ganised by the Lok Janshakti 
Party (Ram Vilas) president.

JUH chief Arshad Madani 
had Saturday announced on X 
“as a token of protest, Jamiat 
Ulema e Hind will not take part 
in Iftaar, Eid Milan and other 
such functions organised by 
self-proclaimed secular leaders 
like Nitish Kumar, Chandraba-
bu Naidu and Chirag Paswan"”.

Madani had accused them of 
keeping silent on “atrocities” 
against Muslims, besides al-
leging that "their duplicity has 
become evident with their 
equivocal stand on the Waqf 
Bill". Paswan, who arrived 
here to oversee preparations 
for the ‘Iftaar' being organised 
by his party Monday, told re-
porters: "I have great respect 
for Madani sahib. I honour his 
decision. But, I would urge 
him to refl ect a bit on wheth-
er our opponents like the RJD, 
self-proclaimed champions of 
Muslims, have been able to 
protect the interests of the 
minority community.”

The Hajipur MP pointed out 
that "my late father and politi-

cal mentor Ram Vilas Paswan 
had once risked his entire po-
litical career to ensure that a 
Muslim became the chief min-
ister of Bihar". The allusion 
was to the events following the 
Bihar assembly polls of Febru-
ary, 2005, which had thrown up 
a hung House. The late Paswan 
was then in the Congress-led 
UPA and his Lok Janshakti 
Party had won close to 30 seats. 
The NDA, which included Ni-
tish Kumar's JD(U), began to 
aggressively woo Paswan, who 
declared that he would support 
"any formation that promised 
to make a Muslim the chief 
minister".

However, the assembly was 
soon dissolved by the then 
Governor Buta Singh who 
claimed to have recommend-
ed dissolution to prevent horse 
trading, though the move was 
subsequently declared as 
"unconstitutional" by the Su-
preme Court. Chirag Paswan 
also frowned upon "personal 
attacks" on Nitish Kumar, his 
partner in the NDA and the 
chief minister, whose "men-
tal health" and the capacity to 
govern Bihar is being talked 
about in recent times.

The LJP(RV) president, how-
ever, expressed concern over 
the inability of Kumar, "who 
holds Home portfolio" to check 
incidents of crime, which were 
taking place "in remote villages 
as well as cities". Paswan also 
underscored "targeted attacks 
against Dalits, especially the 
Paswan community" and 
claimed these were "politically 
motivated, with assembly elec-
tions just a few months away".

Chirag protests boycott of
his party’s ‘Iftaar’ by JUH
JUH chief Arshad Madani had Saturday announced on 
X “as a token of protest, Jamiat Ulema e Hind will not 
take part in Iftaar, Eid Milan and other such functions 
organised by self-proclaimed secular leaders like Nitish 

Kumar, Chandrababu Naidu and Chirag Paswan”
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Imphal, March 23: Union Law 
Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal 
Sunday said progress has been 
made in the process of restoring 
peace in Manipur and there was 
a need to move further ahead.

He was speaking to reporters 
on the sidelines of a function 
here to mark the 12th anniver-
sary of the establishment of 
the Manipur High Court. On 
alleged discovery of cash at the 
residence of Delhi High Court 
judge Yashwant Varma, the 
minister said the country's top 
court was probing the matter.

"The Supreme Court is prob-
ing the matter... let the report 
of the committee come... we will 
talk after that." Chief Justice of 
India Sanjiv Khanna Saturday 
constituted a three-member 
committee to conduct an in-
house inquiry into allegations 
against Justice Varma from 

whose offi cial residence a large 
stash of cash was allegedly 
discovered after a fi re, and di-
rected that no judicial work be 
assigned to him. On Manipur 
violence, the minister said the 
situation in the strife-torn state 
was improving. 

"We have progressed in the 
process of restoring peace 
and will need to move further 
ahead. After President's rule 
was imposed in Manipur, the 
matter was discussed in both 

Houses of Parliament and 
the need to restore peace was 
stressed. The Union govern-
ment is committed to bringing 
back peace in the state very 
soon," he added.

Addressing the function, the 
Union minister said, "I pray 
for rapidness in the ongoing 
peace process in Manipur so 
that the state can progress and 
contribute to Viksit Bharat." 
Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla 
and Supreme Court judges were 

also present at the event.
A delegation of the Supreme 

Court judges, led by Justice B 
R Gavai, is on a two-day visit 
to Manipur. They visited relief 
camps Saturday and interact-
ed with internally displaced 
persons. The delegation also 
virtually inaugurated a legal 
services camp, a medical camp 
and a legal aid clinic from the 
Mini Secretariat at Lamka in 
Churachandpur district.

Justice Gavai urged people 
to work together to bring back 
peace to Manipur and hoped 
that the "ongoing diffi cult 
phase" in the northeastern state 
will be over soon with the assis-
tance of the executive, legisla-
ture and judiciary. More than 
250 people have been killed and 
thousands rendered homeless 
in ethnic violence between 
Imphal Valley-based Meiteis 
and adjoining hills-based Ku-
ki-Zo groups since May 2023.
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Itanagar, March 23: Arunachal 
Pradesh Governor Lt Gen K T 
Parnaik (Retd) Sunday lauded 
the immense contributions of 
war veterans, calling them the 
embodiment of courage, sacri-
fi ce, and dedication to the nation.

Speaking at an ex-service-
men rally organised by the 
Spearhead Division and the 
56 Infantry Division at Lik-
abali Military Station in 
Lower Siang district, Parnaik 
expressed deep gratitude 
for their unwavering ser-
vice in safeguarding India's 
borders and upholding national 
values.

 The governor emphasised 
that the event was a tribute to 
ex-servicemen's contributions 
and welfare, recognising their 
continued role in nation-build-
ing through their experience, 

discipline, and patriotism. 
He stressed the importance 
of healthcare for veterans, 
assuring that efforts are un-
derway to strengthen and 
effectively implement the 
ex-servicemen contributo-
ry health scheme (ECHS) in 
Arunachal Pradesh and As-
sam, a Raj Bhavan commu-
nique said.

Acknowledging the chal-
lenges of transitioning to ci-
vilian life, Parnaik reaffirmed 
the government's commitment 
to providing skill develop-
ment, vocational training, and 
employment opportunities for 
ex-servicemen. 

"To empower veterans eco-
nomically, the government is 
also promoting entrepreneur-
ship by encouraging them to 
establish their own businesses 
and build stable livelihoods," 
the governor said. 

Manipur peace efforts making headway: Meghwal Arunachal Governor praises
contribution of war veterans

Exhibition brings focus
on military heritage of 
undivided Bihar region
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Patna, March 23: From mil-
itary might of the Mauryan 
Empire to the heroic tales of the 
1857 Sepoy Mutiny, a two-day 
seminar and exhibition hosted 
at the Danapur Cantonment 
near Patna has brought the 
spotlight on the glorious mili-
tary heritage of the undivided 
Bihar region.

The event held March 21-22 
at the Bihar Regiment Cen-
tre (BRC) coincides with the 
ongoing celebration of Bihar 
Diwas being marked in Patna 
Saturday.

Themed on ‘Military Heri-
tage and Culture of Bihar and 
Chhota Nagpur’, it was jointly 
organised by the BRC and Del-
hi-based defence think-tank 
USI, under ‘Project Udbhav’, 
an initiative that seeks to re-
visit and celebrate India's rich 
heritage in strategic domain.

The opening ceremony was 
graced by Bihar Governor Ar-
if Mohammad Khan, who paid 
homage to the bravehearts in 
his keynote address, and urged 
students and soldiers to learn 
from the heroic tales of the 
brave land of Bihar. Themat-
ic sessions were held on both 
days complemented with an 
exhibition with contribution 
from the BRC and three other 
Patna-based agencies, which 
displayed images of archival 
documents related to the an-
cient Magadh Empire, the East 
India Company (EIC) and the 
military affairs during the Brit-
ish Raj. The region of Bihar 
and Chhota Nagpur (currently 
in Jharkhand), has for multiple 
centuries, consistently contrib-
uted to India's strategic thought, 
corpus of political and military 
treatises, and military manpow-
er, the USI said, emphasising the 
concept behind the event.
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Aizawl, March 23: The 
Mizoram State Committee of 
Chakma National Council of 
India (CNCI) has resolved to 
push the demand for recogni-
tion of Chakma language in 
Mizoram, a statement issued 
by CNCI Sunday said.

During the two-day general 
conference held Saturday and 
Sunday at Kamalanagar or 
Chawngte in south Mizoram's 
Lawngtlai district, the CNCI 
expressed concern over the 
exclusion of the Chakma lan-
guage from Mizoram's offi cial-
ly recognised languages, the 
statement said. The council 
strongly condemned the mis-
identifi cation of Chakmas as 
Bengalis in the annual reports 
of the Commissioner for Lin-
guistic Minorities submitted 
to the President of India each 
year despite Chakmas mak-
ing up one-tenth of Mizoram's 
population, it said. "The CNCI 
resolved to demand for offi cial 
recognition of the Chakma lan-
guage by Mizoram government 
and resolved to take concrete 
steps towards achieving this 
objective," the statement said.

The CNCI also raised con-
cerns about the ongoing nation-
wide protests demanding the 
repeal of the Bodhgaya Temple 
Act, 1949 and called for the Cen-
tre's intervention to address 
the concerns of the Buddhist 
community in the country, the 
statement said. 

The conference resolved 
that the CNCI would extend its 
full cooperation to the ongo-
ing nationwide effort vesting 
the management of the Ma-
habodhi temple to the Buddhist 
community, it said.

CNCI pushes for 
recognition of Chakma
language in Mizoram



Our defeat 
in Delhi 
happened 

due to tactics 
but our strength 
is our dedicated 
workers. They 
thought we would be fi nished 
but we will make a comeback 
across the country with double 
strength

ARVIND KERJIWAL |  AAP NATIONAL CONVENER 

Drug 
addiction 
destroys 

the abilities of a 
person, breaks 
families and 
weakens society. 
Every day children are losing 
their lives due to drug abuse

SHIV PRATAP SHUKLA  | HP GOVERNOR
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ROAD CRASH IN J&K
LEAVES FOUR DEAD
Three tourists from Maharash-
tra and their local driver were 
killed and 17 people injured 
when a bus and a taxi collided on 
the Srinagar-Sonamarg road in 
Ganderbal district of Jammu and 
Kashmir Sunday, offi cials said

Cycling 
not only 

enhances one's 
health but also 
builds character, 
boosts confi dence 
and shapes the f
uture of our nation
MANSUKH MANDAVIYA   | 
UNION YOUTH AFFAIRS AND 
SPORTS MINISTER

On the mar-
tyrdom day 
of Bhagat 

Singh, Sukhdev, 
and Rajguru, we 
remember their 
fearless fi ght for 
freedom and equality

PINARAYI VIJAYAN  |  KERALA CM

Tunnel collapse: 
Search ops on
Nagarkurnool (Telangana): 
The search operation to locate 
seven persons trapped inside 
the partially collapsed SLBC 
tunnel here was underway 
at a rapid pace Sunday, 
offi cials said. The process of 
dewatering and removal of soil 
was going on continuously at 
the 'D1, D2' spots identifi ed for 
possible human presence, they 
added. The broken parts of the 
huge Tunnel Boring Machine 
(TBM) which were obstructing 
excavation at the 'D1, D2' 
spots were being removed, an 
offi cial statement said. The 
muck inside the tunnel was 
being removed using water 
jet and soil was being shifted 
out using excavators and a 
conveyor belt, it said.

Goa Assembly session
to start from today
Panaji: The budget session of 
the Goa legislative assembly 
will be held from March 
24 (Monday) to March 26 
(Wednesday), said offi cials 
Sunday. Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant, who also 
holds the fi nance portfolio, 
will present the state's 
budget for 2025-26 on the 
last day of the session, they 
said. The session will begin 
at 11.30 am Monday during 
which Sawant is scheduled 
to introduce the Goa Private 
Universities (Amendment) 
Bill, 2025, said offi cials. 

3 siblings killed
in road accident
Shivpuri: Three persons 
were killed Sunday after 
their motorcycle was hit by a 
mini loading autorickshaw in 
Madhya Pradesh's Shivpuri 
district, a police offi cial 
said. The incident took 
place on Mahuar bridge 
in the afternoon, Karera 
police station in charge 
Vinod Chhawai said. "The 
autorickshaw was on the 
wrong side of the road and hit 
the motorcycle, killing Ankit 
Rai (28), Satyam Rai on the 
spot. Their sister Vaishnavi 
(18) was rushed to a nearby 
hospital and then to a facility 
in Gwalior but she succumbed 
to injuries on the way," he said.

3 killed, 25 hurt
as bus overturns 
Jabalpur (MP): Three persons 
were killed and more than 25 
others injured when a Nagpur-
bound private bus overturned 
in Madhya Pradesh's Jabalpur 
district early Sunday, police 
said. The accident took place 
at around 4 am in Ramanpur 
Ghati area under Bargi police 
station limits, an offi cial said. 
Three persons were killed and 
more than 25 others injured 
in the incident. The bus was on 
way from Ayodhya (in Uttar 
Pradesh) and going to Nagpur 
(Maharashtra), a police 
offi cial said.

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Houston, March 23: A new 
meta-analysis published in 
Nutrients has shattered the 
popular belief that red wine 
is a healthier alcoholic option.

After analysing data from 
42 studies, researchers found 
no significant difference in 
overall cancer risk between 
red and white wine — and no 
type of wine was shown to be 
“safe” when it comes to cancer 

prevention. “Red wine's repu-
tation for being healthier due 
to antioxidants like resvera-
trol doesn't hold up,” said lead 
author Dr. Eunyoung Cho of 
Brown University. “We found 
no strong evidence that red 
wine lowers cancer risk.”

Interestingly, white wine 
was associated with higher 
cancer risk in women and a 
22 per cent increased risk of 
skin cancer in some studies — 
though researchers noted that 

lifestyle factors like sun expo-
sure could play a role. When 
focusing on more reliable co-
hort studies, the link between 

white wine and increased can-
cer risk was stronger, but no 
significant risk increase was 
seen with red wine.

Still, each daily glass of 
red wine was linked to a 5 
per cent increase in cancer 
risk, though this wasn't sta-
tistically significant in deep-
er analyses. Dr. Brian Black, 
a family medicine physician 
not involved in the study, 
said, “This challenges the 
idea that red wine is a ‘safe' 
alcohol. The real takeaway is 
that alcohol in any form car-
ries risk.”

A spokesperson for the 
Cancer Prevention Alliance 
summed it up: “While these 
findings debunk some com-
mon myths, the message re-
mains clear — limiting alco-
hol is one of the simplest ways 
to reduce cancer risk.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 23: The 
Congress Sunday described the 
Waqf (Amendment) Bill as an 
“assault” on the Constitution 
and alleged that the proposed 
legislation was part of the 
BJP’s “continuing attempts 
to damage” the centuries-old 
bonds of social harmony.

The Opposition party alleged 
that the BJP was trying to 
"demonise minority communi-
ties" by spreading propaganda 
and creating prejudices.

Congress general secretary 
in-charge communications 
Jairam Ramesh said the Waqf 
(Amendment) Bill, 2024 is 
"deeply fl awed" and is aimed 
at diluting Constitutional pro-
visions that guarantee equal 
rights and protection to all 
citizens, regardless of religion.

"The Waqf (Amendment) 
Bill, 2024 is part of the BJP's 
strategy and continuing at-
tempts to damage the centu-
ries-old bonds of social harmo-
ny in our uniquely multi-reli-
gious society," he said in a 
statement.

It is part of the BJP's strat-
egy and continuing attempts 
to "defame traditions and 
institutions of minority com-
munities to keep our society 
in a state of permanent polari-
sation for electoral gains", the 
Congress leader alleged.

 Ramesh alleged that all the 
institutions created by previ-
ous laws to administer Waqfs 
were actively sought to be re-
duced in stature, composition 
and authority to deliberately 
deprive the community the 
right to administer its own re-
ligious traditions and affairs.

"Deliberate ambiguity has 
been introduced for determin-
ing who can donate their land 
for waqf purposes thus altering 
the very defi nition of waqf it-
self," he said.

The waqf-by-user concept de-
veloped by the nation's judicia-

ry on the basis of long, contin-
ued and uninterrupted custom-
ary usage is being abolished, 
Ramesh claimed. "Provisions 
in the existing law are being re-
moved without any reason just 
to weaken the administration 
of the waqf. Enhanced defenc-
es are now being introduced 
in the law to protect those 
who have encroached on waqf 
lands," he claimed. Ramesh 
said far-reaching powers have 
been given to the collector and 
other designated state govern-
ment offi cers on matters relat-
ed to disputes concerning waqf 
properties as well as their reg-
istration. Offi cers of the state 
governments will now have 
the powers to derecognise any 
waqf on anyone's complaint or 
on a mere allegation of the waqf 
property being a government 
property till a fi nal decision is 
taken, he claimed.

"It bears recall that a 
428-page report was literally 
bulldozed through the JPC 
without it ever having gone 
through a detailed clause-
by-clause discussion. It thus 
violates all Parliamentary 
practices," Ramesh said. 
"Most fundamentally, the Waqf 
(Amendment) Bill, 2024 is an 

assault on the Constitution of 
India itself," the Congress lead-
er asserted.

His remarks came after the 
Parliament's joint commit-
tee submitted its report on 
the Waqf (Amendment) Bill. 
Though not listed yet, there is 
speculation that the proposed 
legislation could be brought for 
passage in Parliament during 
the ongoing Budget Session.

The 31-member panel on the 
Bill, after multiple sittings and 
hearings, suggested several 
amendments to the proposed 
legislation even as the opposi-
tion members disagreed with 
the report and submitted dis-
sent notes.

 The 655-page report was sub-
mitted to Lok Sabha Speaker 
Om Birla January 30. The joint 
committee adopted the report 
that contained changes suggest-
ed by members of the ruling 
BJP by a 15-11 majority vote. 
The move prompted the oppo-
sition to dub the exercise an 
attempt to destroy Waqf boards.

The Bill was referred to the 
joint committee on August 8 
last year, following its intro-
duction in the Lok Sabha by 
Union Minority Affairs Min-
ister Kiren Rijiju.
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Chandigarh, March 23: Hit-
ting out at Punjab Police's 
crackdown on the protesting 
farmers, national coordination 
committee of the Samyukt Ki-
san Morcha (SKM) has called 
upon farmers across India to 
hold demonstrations across 
the country March 28.

“The National Coordination 
Committee of SKM calls upon 
the farmers across India to 
hold protest demonstrations 
at districts across India March 
28 against the Police repression 
on farmers' protest in Punjab,” 
the farmer's union said in state-
ment Sunday said.

The SKM also urged all the 
farmer organisations and plat-
forms, including Kisan Maz-
door Morcha (KMM) and SKM 
(Non Political), to join issue 
based unity and come forward 
“to unite against repression”.  

“On the direction of the 
Bhagwant Singh Mann led 
state government, the Pun-
jab Police had arrested and 
put in jail 350 farmer leaders 
and activists, including Jag-
jit Singh Dallewal and Sarwan 
Singh Pandher. The police 
had bulldozed the tents and 
stages of agitating farmers at 
Khanauri and Shambu bor-
ders and forcefully removed 
tractor trailers, trolleys, and 
other appliances,” the state-
ment said.

Meanwhile, senior farmer 
leader Jagjit Singh Dallwal, who 
along with several farmer lead-
ers was detained Wednesday, 
was Sunday shifted from Jaland-
har to Patiala. Dallewal, who is 
on an indefi nite fast since No-
vember 26 last year, was taken to 
the Punjab Institute of Medical 
Sciences in Jalandhar after sev-
eral farmers were detained by 
Punjab Police Wednesday. Later, 
he was taken to PWD Rest House 
in Jalandhar.  Punjab Police had 
detained Pandher, Dallewal and 
several farmer leaders in Mohali 
Wednesday as they were return-
ing after a meeting with a cen-
tral delegation led by Union 
Agriculture Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan in Chandigarh.
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New Delhi, March 23: A 
21-year-old man and an 18-year-
old woman -- both cousins in-
volved in a romantic relation-
ship -- allegedly committed 
suicide by hanging from a tree 
at Deer Park in south Delhi's 
Hauz Khas area early Sunday 
morning.

Ruling out any foul play, a 
police offi cer said the couple 
committed suicide after their 
families objected to the rela-
tionship. The man worked in 
a pizza shop in Lodhi Colony, 
while the woman was a ba-
by-sitter, he said. 

“Their fathers were brothers. 
However, the boy and girl de-
veloped feelings for each other. 
Their families had asked them 
to end the relationship just two-
three days ago,” a senior police 
offi cer said. He added that un-
able to live without each other, 
the couple decided to end their 
lives.  Police have initiated in-
quest proceedings in the case. 
They had earlier said that the 
duo were supposedly aged 17. 
According to the police, they 
received a PCR call at 6:31 am 
from a security guard at the 
Deer Park, who informed them 
about the bodies. The man was 
dressed in a black T-shirt and 
blue jeans, while the woman 
was wearing a green dress, 
they said. Two broken phones 
were recovered near the spot. 
"The forensic team found a SIM 
card in one of the phones. We 
used this SIM card in another 
phone, which helped us identify 
the bodies and reach out to the 
families of the couple," the se-
nior police offi cer said. 

The offi cial said the families 
of the deceased, in their state-
ments, confi rmed that the man 
and the woman were romanti-
cally involved, and given the 
nature of their relation, they 
were asked to end it. 

A farmer at a sunfl ower fi eld on the outskirts of Jagdalpur, in Bastar district, Chhattisgarh  PTI PHOTO

The Opposition party alleged that the BJP was 
trying to “demonise minority communities” by 
spreading propaganda and creating prejudices

Waqf Bill assault on
Constitution: Cong

SKM calls upon
farmers to hold 
protests Mar 28

Red wine not safer: Study links all alcohol to cancer risk
After analysing data from 42 studies, researchers found 
no signifi cant difference in overall cancer risk between 
red and white wine — and no type of wine was shown 

to be “safe” when it comes to cancer prevention

Boy, girl found
hanging from 
tree in Deer Park
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Nagpur, March 23: Curfew 
has been lifted in Nagpur as 
the situation in the city is com-
pletely peaceful, Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis said Sunday. 

The CM was speaking 
to the media in the Pimpri 
Chinchwad area of Pune where 
he attended an event organ-
ised by the non-profi t Paani 
Foundation.  “The situation 
in Nagpur is completely 
peaceful. There is no 
tension anywhere. 
People of all reli-
gions are living 
together peace-
fully. Hence, the 
curfew has been 
lifted,” said Fad-
navis, who is a 
legislator from 
the city.

Offi cials said ear-
lier in the day that cur-
few had been lifted from the 
remaining four areas of Nag-
pur, six days after violence 
rocked the city. Following the 
violence March 17, curfew was 
imposed in Kotwali, Ganesh-
peth, Tehsil, Lakadganj, Pach-
paoli, Shanti Nagar, Sakkarda-
ra, Nandanvan, Imambada, 
Yashodhara Nagar and Kapil 
Nagar police station areas.

Mobs went on a rampage in 
central Nagpur Monday night 
amid rumours that a ‘chadar' 
with holy inscriptions was 

burnt during protests led by 
VHP and Bajrang Dal demand-
ing the removal of Mughal 
emperor Aurangzeb's tomb 
located in Chhatrapati Sam-
bhajinagar district.

Curfew was lifted from lo-
calities within the jurisdic-
tions of Nandanvan and Kapil 
Nagar police stations March 
20, and from Pachpaoli, Shanti 
Nagar, Lakadganj, Sakkardara 
and Imambada March 22.

Nagpur Police Commission-
er Ravinder Singal on 

Sunday ordered the 
lifting of curfew 

in the remaining 
Kotwali, Tehsil, 
Ganeshpeth 
and Yashodha-
ra Nagar police 
station areas 
from 3 pm. Pa-

trolling will con-
tinue in sensitive 

areas along with the 
deployment of local po-

lice, an offi cial said.
Large-scale stone pelting 

and arson were reported in 
several parts of Nagpur March 
17 after baseless rumours 
were spread mischievously 
claiming that a ‘chadar' with 
holy inscriptions was burned 
during the VHP protests, ac-
cording to the authorities.  
Thirty-three police person-
nel, including three Deputy 
Commissioner of Police-rank 
offi cers, were injured in the 
violence.
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Meerut (UP), March 23: In 
judicial custody for allegedly 
murdering former Merchant 
Navy offi cer Saurabh Rajput, 
his wife and her lover are hav-
ing a hard time adjusting to life 
in jail here, with prison offi cials 
claiming that the duo were ex-
periencing drug withdrawal 
symptoms.

Muskan Rastogi and her 
lover Sahil Shukla have been 
lodged in Chaudhary Charan 
Singh district jail since March 
19 after a court sent the duo 

to judicial custody for 14 days. 
The duo wanted to be lodged 
in same barrack but they were 
told that as per rules, it was 
not possible, the offi cials said.

Muskan has also asked for 
a government lawyer as her 
family is upset with her, they 
added.  Jail sources said the 
duo have been showing signs 
of extreme distress. 

"Muskan and Sahil are not 
able to sleep properly. They 
are also refusing to eat and 
drink," a source said.

 While some speculate that 
this might be due to remorse, 
jail offi cials attribute it to drug 
withdrawal.

  Senior Jail Superintendent 
Viresh Raj Sharma said, "Both 
Sahil and Muskan have been 
taking drugs for a long time. 
Due to this, they are having 
problems of restlessness and 
are not even able to sleep at 
night."

Situation completely
peaceful in Nagpur, 
curfew lifted: Fadnavis

The 
police have 

arrested more 
than 100 persons 

in connection 
with the 
violence

MEERUT MURDER

Woman, lover experience 
withdrawal symptoms in jail
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national
IIM-JAMMU GETS 22ND
POSITION IN IIRF RANKINGS
Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Jammu 
has secured the 22nd position in the prestigious 
Indian Institutional Ranking Framework Rank-
ings-2025, an offi cial has said. The rankings for 
the Best B-School (Government) overall category 
were released based on a comprehensive evalua-
tion of parameters crucial to higher management 
education, a spokesperson of the institute said

There is an in-
house proce-

dure to deal with the 
matter. Now, in the ab-
sence of facts, I don't 
think, as a responsible 
citizen of this country, I 
should be commenting 
on this
PUSHKAR SINGH DHAMI | U’KHAND CM

Encounter breaks 
out in J&K’s Kathua
Jammu: An encounter broke 
out between terrorists and 
security forces in Kathua 
district of Jammu and Kashmir 
Sunday evening, offi cials said. 
The encounter started when 
security forces launched a 
search operation in Sanyal 
village near the International 
Border (IB) in Hiranagar sector 
following information about 
the presence of suspected 
terrorists in the area, the 
offi cials said.

Man held for acid
attack on ex-wife 
Kozhikode (Kerala): A 
35-year-old man was arrested 
for allegedly attacking his 
ex-wife with acid when 
she arrived for treatment 
at a government Ayurveda 
hospital in Perambra Sunday, 
police said. The accused, 
Prashant, a resident of 
Naduvannur in the district, 
later surrendered at the 
Meppayur police station. The 
victim, K Prabhisha (29), who 
had divorced the man three 
years ago, was living with her 
parents.

Idukki murder: Biz
feud turns fatal
Idukki (Kerala): The arrest 
of two more individuals in 
connection with the murder 
of a 50-year-old businessman 
in this hill district—who had 
been missing since Thursday 
and was later found dead in 
a manhole inside a catering 
godown in Kalayanthani—has 
been recorded, police said 
Sunday. Biju Joseph, a resident 
of Chungam, Thodupuzha, had 
been missing since Thursday 
morning after leaving home for 
a walk. His family fi led a missing 
person report the next day.

4 killed as jeep 
hits road divider
Begusarai (Bihar): At least 
four people were killed and 
fi ve others suffered injuries 
when the jeep they were 
travelling in hit a road divider 
in Bihar's Begusarai district 
early Sunday, police said. The 
deceased have been identifi ed 
as Ankit Kumar, Abhishekh 
Kumar, Saurabh Kumar and 
Krishna Kumar. Speaking 
to reporters, Sub-divisional 
Police Officer (Town) Subodh 
Kumar said, "The accident 
took place when the speeding 
jeep hit a road divider near 
Khatopur Chowk under the 
jurisdiction of Lakho police 
station around 3.50 am 
Sunday."

If BJP con-
tinues to fl ip 
through histo-

ry, people will also 
remember that 
during Chhatrapati 
Shivaji's corona-
tion, no one anointed him by hand. 
It is said that he was anointed 
using the toe of a left foot. Will the 
BJP condemn this today?

AKHILESH YADAV | SP PRESIDENT

Cinema is 
an effective 
medium of 

education and a 
powerful agent of 
social change. I 
want our local tal-
ent to maintain a balance between 
entertainment and social concern 
and use this powerful medium for 
the benefi t of society and social 
transformation

MANOJ SINHA | 
J&K LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

The dream 
that the 
prime 

minister had seen 
in 2014 for Maa 
Ganga, today the 
success of Maha 
Kumbh has linked up with it and 
taken it to new heights. Aquatic 
animals are again visible in the 
Ganga river, dolphins are again 
visible, we are getting to see the 
uninterrupted and clean Ganga

YOGI ADITYANATH | UP CM

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi/Raipur, March 
23: An alert has been sounded 
in the anti-Naxal operations 
theatre of Chhattisgarh and 
Jharkhand following a “spike” 
in IED blasts and recoveries, in-
cluding that of a device rigged 
with beer bottles and a small 
antenna for remote control ex-
plosion, offi cials said.

The uptick in improvised ex-
plosive device (IED) recovery 
and blasts has been noticed as 
multiple security forces move 
into core Naxal areas to meet 
the Union government's dead-
line of wiping off Left Wing 
Extremism (LWE) from the 
country by March 2026, the of-
fi cials said.

"To meet this target, the se-
curity forces are establishing 
new forward camps, especial-
ly in the remotest districts of 
Chhattisgarh's Bastar area.The 
Maoists are no more engaging 
in one-to-one encounters as 

they are low on arms and am-
munition and hence IEDs are 
being used in more numbers to 
kill or maim troops," a senior 
offi cer in the security establish-
ment told PTI.

The Tactical Counter Of-
fensive Campaign (TCOC) is 
undertaken by the Maoists in 
summer months to launch at-
tacks against security forces 
as forests go dry and trees shed 
leaves allowing a long range of 

view to pick up movement of 
security forces.

The analysis report states 
that during 2020-22, IEDs were 
being planted by Naxals in a 3-7 
km radius of a security camp 
which are now being found 
(2023-24) at less than 3 km near 
CRPF or other forces camps to 
kill and injure them. There is 
also a 25 per cent rise in these 
incidents during 2022-24 as 
compared to 2020-2021, the re-

port said.
"This is directly proportion-

al to the establishment of the 
new forward operating bases 
(FOBs) in core Naxal areas," a 
paramilitary force offi cer said. 
The anti-Naxal operations grid 
is particularly "concerned" af-
ter the Central Reserve Police 
Force last week (CRPF) recov-
ered a 5 kg pressure cooker IED 
from the Bijapur district of Ch-
hattisgarh.

This RCIED (remote con-
trolled IED) was fi tted with two 
empty beer bottles, to infl ict 
grievous glass shard injuries 
on troops, along with a wire 
connected small antenna kept 
under a nearby tree and could 
be detonated from a distance, 
offi cials said. The IED was de-
fused by the CRPF counter-IED 
team that detected it near the 
Palnar FOB, they said. The fi rst 
such RCIED was recovered by 
the CRPF from under a bridge 
in Bijapur district in January.

It was a 50 kg RCIED hid-

den under the earth. There 
are chances that usage of such 
smart IEDs may increase, offi -
cials said. RCIEDs are consid-
ered deadly as compared to a 
pressure triggered (stepping 
on it) or command (by joining 
two wires) IED as it can be det-
onated from a distance by the 
Naxals.

According to offi cial data, 
there were a 78 major IED 
blasts and recoveries in Ch-
hattisgarh leading to killing 
of eight security personnel in 
2024. These fi gures of major IED 
incidents have crossed 100 by 
mid-march in the central In-
dian state underlining the in-
creased threat as troops work 
against the deadline of March 
2026, offi cials said.

More than 70 FOBs have been 
opened by the forces in the two 
states over the last over an 
year, the maximum being erect-
ed by the CRPF as it remains 
the lead force for anti-Naxal 
operations.

High alert as IED threats spike in Ch’garh, J’khand
A recent analysis of IED incidents shows a “drastic” spike in numbers and hence the forces have been issued a “high alert” 
to guard against these attacks and their new technology in Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand as the TCOC period is nearing
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New Delhi, March 23: Legal 
experts Sunday lauded Chief 
Justice of India Sanjiv Khan-
na's decision to put crucial 
documents relating to a con-
troversy surrounding alleged 
discovery of cash from Delhi 
High Court judge Yashwant 
Varma's residence in the pub-
lic domain and constituting an 
in-house committee to further 
inquire into the matter.

While senior advocate San-
jay Hegde said the CJI must be 
commended for enforcing open-
ness and putting things out in 
the public domain, senior law-
yer Indira Jaising expressed 

satisfaction over the setting 
up of the in-house inquiry panel 
and said people should wait for 
its outcome.

Saluting the wisdom of the 
CJI and other members of the 
Supreme Court collegium for 
releasing the inquiry report of 
Delhi High Court Chief Justice 
D K Upadhyaya, senior advo-
cate Adish C Aggarwala said, 
"Let the in-house committee 
make an independent inquiry 
and submit the report to the 
chief justice of India for taking 
appropriate decisions."

Hegde, who described a video 
of the purported currency-dis-
covery incident as "deeply dis-
tressing", said irrespective of 

the question of innocence or 
guilt of the judge concerned, the 
very fact that so much money 
is ostensibly being seen burnt 
in proximity to his house raises 
many questions.

Jaising said her only demand 
was for complete transparency 
in the functioning of the collegi-
um and added that the citizens 
of India have a right to know 
what is going on.

Jaising said when police 
were informed about the fi re, 
it was their duty to register an 
FIR so that they could check if 
there was an arson.

Aggarwala requested the 
Centre to accept the Supreme 
Court collegium's proposal to 
transfer Justice Varma to the 
Allahabad High Court. He said 
this will help in conducting 
an independent inquiry as the 
witnesses will give statements 
free from any fear. He further 
said this will also provide an 
opportunity to Justice Varma 
to start his judicial work at the 
Allahabad High Court.

Former Supreme Court 
judge Markandey Katju said 

he knows the last three gen-
erations of Justice Varma and 
believes that the allegations 
against him are not true.

When the matter of alleged 
cash discovery came to light 
March 21, it drew strong reac-
tions from legal experts, who 
questioned the collegium's deci-
sion on Justice Varma's transfer 
and demanded his resignation. 
In an unprecedented move, the 
top court, late Saturday eve-
ning, uploaded on its website 
the inquiry report of Justice 
Upadhyaya -- complete with 
photos and videos -- regarding 
the alleged discovery of a sub-
stantial amount of cash from 
Justice Varma's residence.

CASH-DISCOVERY ROW LEGAL EXPERTS PRAISE CJI’S DECISION

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sambhal, March 23: Shahi 
Jama Masjid management 
committee president Zafar Ali 
was arrested Sunday after be-
ing questioned in connection 
with the November 24 vio-
lence during a protest against 
a court-ordered survey of the 
Mughal-era mosque.

Superintendent of Police Kris-
han Kumar Bishnoi 
told reporters, "To-
day, Jama Masjid's 
Zafar Ali has been 
arrested and sent 
to jail. He was al-
so detained and 
questioned late last 
night before being 
released." "He was 
called again for 
questioning today. 
He was arrested af-
ter questioning," he 
added. 

A case has been 
registered against Ali under 
several sections of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita, including 
191(2) and 191(3) (rioting), 190 
(every member of unlawful 
assembly guilty of offence 
committed in prosecution of 
common object), 221 (obstruct-
ing public servant in discharge 
of public functions), 125 (act 
endangering life or personal 
safety of others), 132 (assault 
or criminal force to deter pub-
lic servant from discharge of 
duty), 196 (promoting enmity 
between different groups on 
grounds of religion, race, place 

of birth, residence, language, 
etc), 230 (giving or fabricat-
ing false evidence with intent 
to procure conviction of cap-
ital offence) and 231 (giving 
or fabricating false evidence 
with intent to procure con-
viction of offence punishable 
with imprisonment for life or 
imprisonment). He has also 
been booked under provisions 
of the Prevention of Damage 

to Public Proper-
ty Act.

The district and 
the police admin-
istration are on 
high alert follow-
ing Ali's arrest. 
Bishnoi, Circle 
Offi cer (Sambhal) 
Anuj Chaudhary 
and Subdivisional 
Magistrate Van-
dana Mishra led a 
foot march with a 
police contingent. 

Police per-
sonnel have been deployed 
in several areas, including 
the Shahi Jama Masjid, and 
surveillance is also being con-
ducted through drones to main-
tain peace. 

Ali was earlier taken into 
custody by the local police's 
special investigation team 
(SIT) to record his statement 
in connection with the case. 

His brother, however, al-
leged that Ali was arrested 
to prevent him from submit-
ting his testimony before a 
three-member judicial com-
mission Monday.

Sambhal violence: 
Mosque chief held
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Guwahati, March 23: All 
Class 11 examinations of the 
Assam state board from March 
24 to 29, comprising 36 subjects, 
have been cancelled following 
reports of several paper leaks 
at different places, Education 
Minister Ranoj Pegu said.

Demanding a proper investi-
gation, leading student bodies 
such as NSUI, SFI, SMSS and 
AASU slammed the BJP-led 
Assam government and de-
manded Pegu's resignation and 
suspension of state board chief 
R C Jain.

Earlier, the Higher Second-
ary fi rst year Mathematics pa-
per, scheduled March 21, of the 
Assam State School Education 
Board (ASSEB) was leaked, 
forcing the authorities to can-
cel the examinations and lodge 
a police complaint. The Higher 
Secondary fi rst year or Class 11 
examinations began March 6 
and were scheduled to contin-
ue till March 29.

"Due to reports of question 
paper leak and breach of pro-
tocol, the remaining subjects 
of HS First Year Examination 
2025 (scheduled from March 24-
29) stand cancelled," Pegu said 
in a post on X.

 Sharing the offi cial order by 
ASSEB, he said further action 
regarding the new schedule of 
the examinations will be de-
cided in a Board meeting on 
Monday.

In another post, the minister 
said the Mathematics paper 
was leaked after 18 schools, in-
cluding three government insti-
tutes, across the state broke the 
security seal a day before the 
scheduled examination.

"ASSEB has suspended the 
affi liation of 15 private schools 
across 10 districts for breaking 
the seal of Class 11 Mathemat-
ics question papers before the 
scheduled time, leading to a leak. 
The state government will also 
take action against three other 
schools for violating the rules in 
a similar manner," he said in a 
statement.

THE UTTAR PRADESH 
GOVERNMENT SET UP THE 

PANEL TO INVESTIGATE THE 
VIOLENCE IN WHICH FOUR 
PEOPLE WERE KILLED AND 
SEVERAL INJURED DURING 

PROTESTS OVER 
THE SURVEY

THE MUGHAL-ERA MOSQUE 
HAS BEEN AT THE CENTRE 
OF A MAJOR ROW AFTER A 
PETITION CLAIMED THAT 
IT WAS THE SITE OF AN 

ANCIENT HINDU TEMPLE

PAPER LEAK

Assam cancels
Class XI exams

The Doddanagamangala chariot topples on its way to Huskur due to 
heavy rain and strong winds during the annual Sri Maduramma Devi 
Jatre, in Anekal Taluk. One person lost his life after being trapped under 
the fallen chariot, while several others sustained injuries PTI PHOTO
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Chandigarh, March 23: Noto-
rious gangster-cum-drug lord 
Jaggu Bhagwanpuria, who is 
also an accused in the killing of 
Punjabi singer Sidhu Moosewa-
la, was detained under the strin-
gent anti-narcotics law Sunday 
and shifted to a jail in Assam 
from Punjab, the NCB said.

The gangster has been de-
tained under the Prevention of 
Illicit Traffi c in Narcotic Drugs 
and Physchotropic Substances 
(PIT-NDPS) Act, the central 
agency said. Bhagwanpuria, 
lodged in a prison in Punjab's 
Bathinda, was transported to 
the Central Jail in Silchar, As-
sam, by the Narcotics Control 
Bureau (NCB) in cooperation 
with the Punjab Police.

 The NCB offi cials took cus-
tody of the gangster, who was 
in the custody of the Punjab 
Police in connection with the 
Moosewala murder case, and 
took him on a connecting fl ight 
from Chandigarh to Silchar via 
Delhi and Kolkata.  Jagdeep 
Singh alias Jaggu Bhagwan-
puria is a native of Punjab's 
Gurdaspur district and is being 
probed in 128 criminal cases, 
including high-profi le murder 
cases, cases related to extor-
tion, Arms Act and a dozen 
complaints fi led under the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act since 
2012, according to the NCB.

 "He is involved in 128 cases, 
including high-profile murder 
cases, extortion, Arms Act 
and 12 cases under the NDPS 
Act, since 2012. His crimi-
nal network facilitated the 
smuggling of heroin, opium, 
psychotropic substances and 
illegal arms," the NCB said in 
a statement.  Bhagwanpuria 
has repeatedly used mobile 
phones to orchestrate crim-
inal activities from within 
Punjab's high-security jails 
"as evidenced by multiple 
cases", the statement added.

 The NCB said that Bhagwan-
puria was detained and moved 
out of Punjab as he had "estab-
lished linkages" with interna-
tional operatives in Canada, the 
US and Pakistan.  

 The PIT-NDPS Act of 1988 
provides for the "detention of 
persons concerned in any man-
ner with illicit traffi c in narcot-
ic drugs and psychotropic sub-
stances for one or two year(s) 
with a view to preventing them 
from engaging in such harmful 
and prejudicial activities". 

Gangster detained 
under PIT-NDPS Act

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Shillong, March 23: In an 
unprecedented initiative, the 
Meghalaya government has 
"adopted" about 4,500 tuberculo-
sis patients in the state and has 
become a "universal Ni-kshay 
Mitra" for them as part of the 
100-day Intensifi ed TB-Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyaan.

The Centre launched the 'Ni-
kshay Mitra' programme in 
September 2022, urging individ-
uals, private organisations and 
civil society groups to "adopt" 
patients and provide them addi-
tional nutrition and diagnostic 
support. Now, Meghalaya has 
gone a step further and become 
the universal Ni-kshay Mitra 
for all tuberculosis patients 
in the state. Under its unique 
Comprehensive TB Care Initia-
tive launched in December last 

year, the northeastern state has 
taken extra measures not just 
to improve treatment success 
rates but also to reduce mor-
bidity and fi nancial burden on 
the patients and their families.

In addition to the `1,000 
monthly nutritional support 
that each patient is provided 
under the Ni-kshay Poshan Yo-
jana by the Union government, 
Meghalaya possibly is the only 
state that provides additional 
support worth `2,000 per month 
to each patient in the form of a 
nutritional kit.

The kit comprises 10 kgs of 

rice, one tray of eggs, three 
kgs of moong daal, one litre of 
refi ned oil as well as seasonal 
fruits and vegetables to ensure 
a patient's faster recovery.

The aim is not just to provide 
nutritious food to the patient 
but also to take care of their 
family members so that their 
immunity is boosted and the 
future breakout of infection 
into active TB is prevented, 
said Ramkumar S, the mission 
director of the National Health 
Mission (NHM). The state gov-
ernment also provides free 
transportation for TB patients 
and one attendant from their 
homes to the health facility 
and back, he said. At the health 
facilities, patients are provided 
free-of-cost diagnostics with all 
additional laboratory tests and 
investigations completely tak-
en care of by the state. 

Meghalaya govt adopts all TB patients in state
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POPE DISCHARGED 
Pope Francis makes his fi rst public ap-
pearance in fi ve weeks after being dis-
charged Sunday from the hospital where 
he survived a severe case of pneumonia 
that twice threatened his life and raised 
the prospect of a papal resignation or fu-
neral. The 88-year-old pontiff plans to of-
fer a Sunday blessing from the 10th-fl oor 
papal suite at Rome's Gemelli hospital

Talks with the US 
are impossible 
unless Washing-
ton changes its 
pressure policy
ABBAS ARAQCHI | 
FOREIGN MINISTER, IRAN

Pak, IMF to cut tariffs 
Islamabad: Pakistan and 
the IMF have made further 
adjustments to the economic 
liberalisation plan and agreed 
to cut weighted average 
applied tariffs to around 6 
per cent — a reduction of 43 
per cent over fi ve years in the 
protection level available to 
local industries, according to a 
media report. The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) had long 
been raising concerns over 
the protection available to 
local industries, but Pakistani 
authorities were reluctant to 
open these areas. The country 
has the third-highest trade-
weighted average tariffs in 
South Asia at 10.6 per cent. 
After the implementation of 
the full liberalisation plan, it 
will have the lowest weighted 
average tariffs in the region.

Snap polls in Canada 
Ottawa: New Canadian Prime 
Minister Mark Carney Sunday 
called a snap election for 
April 28, saying he needed a 
strong mandate to deal with 
the threat that US President 
Donald Trump's tariffs pose 
to the economy. Although 
the next election was not 
due until October 20, Carney 
is hoping to capitalize on 
a remarkable recovery by 
his Liberal party in the polls 
since January, when Trump 
began threatening Canada 
and former prime minister 
Justin Trudeau announced his 
resignation. "We are facing the 
most signifi cant crisis of our 
lifetimes because of President 
Trump's unjustifi ed trade 
actions and his threats to our 
sovereignty," Carney said.

Donor part-
ners are now 
exploring oth-

er opportunities to 
continue to run the 
WE4F programme 
to ensure a respon-
sible completion

JULIA LINDHOLM |  SPOKESWOMAN, SWEDISH 
GOVERNMENT’S INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY

Pakistan was 
achieved 
after many 

sacrifi ces and we 
would not hesitate 
from any sacrifi ce 
to keep it safe. 
We will continue to build Pakistan 
despite internal and external 
conspiracies

ASIF ALI ZARDARI  | PRESIDENT, PAKISTAN

History 
tells us that 
China and 

the United States 
both stand to gain 
from cooperation 
and lose from 
confrontation. Our two sides need 
to choose dialogue over confron-
tation, win-win cooperation over 
zero-sum competition

LI QIANG  |  PREMIER, CHINA

SHORT TAKES
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Deir Al-Balah, March 23: 
More than 50,000 Palestinians 
have now been killed in the 
war between Israel and Hamas 
in Gaza, the territory's Health 
Ministry said Sunday, as new 
Israeli airstrikes killed at least 
26 Palestinians overnight, 
including a Hamas political 
leader and several women and 
children.

Israel's military also sent 
ground troops into part of the 
southern city of Rafah as thou-
sands of Palestinians fl ed after 
new evacuation orders.

Israel ended the latest cease-
fi re last week with a surprise 
wave of strikes that killed 
hundreds, and it has launched 
ground incursions in northern 
Gaza. It says it is targeting 
militants.

Israel's Cabinet late Saturday 
approved a proposal to set up 
a new directorate for advanc-
ing the “voluntary departure" 
of Palestinians in line with 
US President Donald Trump's 
proposal to depopulate Gaza 
and rebuild it for others. Pal-
estinians say they do not want 
to leave their homeland, and 
rights groups say the plan could 
amount to expulsion in viola-
tion of international law.

‘DISPLACEMENT UNDER FIRE’
The military ordered people 

to leave Rafah's already heavily 
destroyed Tel al-Sultan neigh-
bourhood on foot along a single 
route to Muwasi, a sprawling 
area of squalid tent camps. The 
war has forced most of Gaza's 
population of over 2 million to 
fl ee within the territory, often 
multiple times.

“It's displacement under 
fi re,” said Mustafa Gaber, a 

journalist who left with his 
family. He said tank and drone 
fi re echoed nearby. “There are 
wounded people among us. 
The situation is very diffi cult,” 
he said. “The shells are falling 
among us and the bullets are 
(fl ying) above us," said Amal 
Nassar, also displaced from 
Rafah. “The elderly have been 
thrown into the streets. An old 
woman was telling her son, 'Go 
and leave me to die.' Where 
will we go?”

The Palestinian Red Crescent 
emergency service said it lost 
contact with a team of med-
ics responding to the strikes. 
Spokeswoman Nebal Farsakh 
said some were wounded.

Israel blames civilian deaths 
on Hamas because it operates 
in densely populated areas.

STRIKES KILL HAMAS LEADER
Hamas said Salah Bardawil, 

a well-known member of its 
political bureau, was killed in 
a strike in Muwasi that also 
killed his wife. Hospitals in 
southern Gaza said they re-
ceived a further 24 bodies from 
strikes overnight, including 
several women and children.

Gaza's Health Ministry said 
50,021 Palestinians have been 
killed in the war and more than 
113,000 have been wounded. 
That includes 673 people killed 
since Israel's bombardment on 
Tuesday shattered the cease-
fi re. Dr Munir al-Boursh, the 
ministry's general director, 
said the dead include 15,613 
children, with 872 of them un-
der 1 year old.

The ministry does not dis-

tinguish between civilians 
and combatants in its count 
but says women and children 
make up over half the dead. Is-
rael says it has killed around 
20,000 fi ghters, without provid-
ing evidence.

CEASEFIRE IN TATTERS
The ceasefi re that took hold 

in January paused more than 
a year of fi ghting ignited by 
Hamas' October 7, 2023 attack 
into Israel, in which militants 
killed some 1,200 people, mostly 
civilians, and took 251 hostage. 
Most captives have been re-
leased in ceasefi re agreements 
or other deals.

In the latest ceasefi re's fi rst 
phase, 25 Israeli hostages and 
the bodies of eight others were 
released in exchange for near-

ly 2,000 Palestinian prisoners. 
Israeli forces pulled back, al-
lowing hundreds of thousands 
of people to return to what re-
mains of their homes. 

There was a surge in human-
itarian aid until Israel cut off 
all supplies to Gaza earlier this 
month to pressure Hamas to 
change the ceasefi re agreement.

The sides were supposed to be-
gin negotiations in early Febru-
ary on the ceasefi re's next phase, 
in which Hamas was to release 
the remaining 59 hostages — 35 
of them believed to be dead — in 
exchange for more Palestinian 
prisoners, a lasting ceasefi re and 
an Israeli withdrawal. Those 
talks never began. Israel backed 
out of the ceasefi re agreement 
after Hamas refused Israeli and 
US-backed proposals to release 
more hostages ahead of any talks 
on a lasting truce.

Hundreds of Israelis gathered 
outside Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu's offi ce in Jeru-
salem Sunday to protest his han-
dling of the war and his attempt 
to dismiss the head of the Shin 
Bet internal security service.

NEW SETTLEMENTS
Israel's cabinet passed a mea-

sure Sunday creating 13 new 
settlements in the occupied 
West Bank by rezoning existing 
ones, according to Bezalel Smo-
trich, Israel's far-right fi nance 
minister, who is in charge of 
settlement construction.

This brings the number of 
settlements, considered ille-
gal by the majority of the in-
ternational community, to 140, 
said anti-settlement watchdog 
group Peace Now. They will 
now receive independent bud-
gets from Israel and can elect 
their own local governments, 
the group said.

Gaza death toll mounts 50K

Israel strikes southern 
Gaza, orders new 
evacuation amid shaky 
truce 

Airstrike kills Hamas 
political leader in southern 
Gaza, Hamas says
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Singapore, March 23: 
Award-winning Indian-origin 
writer and playwright Ka-
maladevi Aravindan was among 
six women who were inducted 
into the Singapore Women's 
Hall of Fame recently, making 
up a total of 198 women who 
have been honoured since 2014.

Initiated by the Singapore 
Council of Women's Organi-
sations (SCWO), which marks 
its 45th anniversary this year, 
the Women's Hall of Fame cele-
brates progress in gender equal-
ity and recognises inductees' 
contributions to Singapore's 
history, society, and progress.

Aravindan, 75, writes in both 
Tamil and Malayalam, and 
some of her works have been 
translated into English and 
published in India, Canada, and 
Malaysia, Channel News Asia 
reported Sunday.

She has published more 
than 160 short stories and es-
says, 18 stage plays, 300 radio 
dramas, and fi ve books. She 
also conducts creative writing 
workshops organised by the 
National Library Board and 
the Association of Singapore 
Tamil Writers.

“Balancing the roles of a 
mother and wife was never 
easy. I devoted my days to car-
ing for my children and would 
write through the quiet hours 
of the night. Despite the chal-
lenges, my love for writing nev-

er wavered,” she was quoted as 
saying by the channel.

She said that reading the 
works of Tamil writer-journal-
ist and advocate of women's 
rights Subramania Bharati, 
also known as Bharathiyar, 
sparked her interest in writing.

“I observed the struggles 
women faced as they navigat-
ed their many roles, yet I also 
saw their resilience. No Singa-
porean woman is ever truly de-
feated. Writing became my own 
way of capturing that strength 
and perseverance,” she said.

Indian-origin woman charged with slitting 11-yr-old son’s throat
New York: An Indian-origin woman has been charged with allegedly murdering her 
11-year-old son after a three-day vacation to Disneyland. Saritha Ramaraju, 48, has been 
charged with one felony count of murder for slitting her son's throat, killing the boy after 
they went on a vacation to Disneyland during a custody visit. She has also been charged 
with one felony enhancement of personal use of a weapon, a knife. She faces a maximum 
sentence of 26 years to life if convicted on all charges, a statement from the Offi ce of the 
District Attorney, Orange County, California said Friday. Ramaraju, who moved out of 
California after divorcing the boy's father in 2018, was staying with her son at a motel in 
Santa Ana for a custody visit. During the visit, she bought three-day passes to Disneyland 
for herself and her son. On March 19, the day Ramaraju was scheduled to check out of the motel and return the 
boy to his father, she called 911 at 9.12 am to report that she had killed her son and taken pills to kill herself. 
Santa Ana police arrived at the motel and found the young boy dead on the bed in a room among Disneyland 
souvenirs. It appeared the boy had been dead for several hours before his mother called 911, the statement 
said. The boy was scheduled to be returned to his father that day.

PIO man, daughter killed in US shooting
New York: A 56-year-old Indian-origin man and his 24-year-old 
daughter were shot dead at a convenience store in the US state of 
Virginia and police have arrested one person in connection with 
the shooting, according to media reports. Pradipkumar Patel and 
his daughter were working at the store on Lankford Highway in 
Accomack County when the shooting incident happened. Accomack 
County is located on the Eastern Shore of Virginia. The Accomack 
County Sheriff's offi ce said deputies were called to the scene shortly 
after 5:30 am March 20 on reports of a shooting victim, Shore Daily News reported. When they arrived, deputies 
discovered an unresponsive man suffering from apparent gunshot wounds, it said. While searching the building, 
deputies found a woman suffering from apparent gunshot wounds as well. Accomack County Sheriffs announced 
late Thursday that they arrested a man in connection with the shooting. George Frazier Devon Wharton, 44, of 
Onancock is currently held in Accomack Jail without bond, according to Sheriff W Todd Wessells. He was charged 
with fi rst-degree murder, attempted fi rst-degree murder, possession of a fi rearm by a felon and two counts 
of use of a fi rearm in the commission of a felony. The incident sent shockwaves among the Indian community 
members in the United States after the news spread through Facebook, the report said.

S’pore-Indian writer inducted 
into Women’s Hall of Fame

CHILLING CRIMES

REUTERS

Istanbul, March 23: A Turk-
ish court Sunday jailed Presi-
dent Tayyip Erdogan's main 
political rival, Istanbul Mayor 
Ekrem Imamoglu, pending tri-
al on graft charges, in a move 
likely to stoke the country's 
biggest protests against the gov-
ernment in more than a decade.

The decision to send Imamo-
glu to jail comes after the main 
opposition party, European 
leaders and tens of thousands of 
protesters criticised the actions 
against him as politicised and 
undemocratic.

Imamoglu has denied the 
charges, calling them "un-
imaginable accusations and 
slanders". "I am standing tall, I 
will never bow down," Imamog-
lu said on X, calling on support-
ers not to lose hope. "We will rip 
away this coup, this dark stain 
on our democracy all together."

The government denies that 
investigations are politically 

motivated and says courts are 
independent. It has warned 
against protests, especially giv-
en a nationwide ban on street 
gatherings that was extended 
Saturday for four more days.

As the courtroom develop-
ments unfolded, members of 
Imamoglu's Republican People's 
Party (CHP), the main opposition 
against Erdogan's ruling alliance, 
were preparing to anoint Imamo-
glu as its candidate for the next 
presidential election.

He is the only nominee and 
hundreds of people had fl ocked to 
polling stations for the election to 
show support after the court rul-
ing, after protests and skirmishes 
with police continued through the 
night in major cities.

Amid protests, Turkey arrests 
Istanbul Mayor pending trial
Imamoglu says he will not bow down, vows to defeat Erdogan
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Dhaka, March 23: The Ban-
gladesh Army Sunday rejected 
allegations made by a newly 
formed student-led party that 
the military was hatching a 
plan to rehabilitate deposed 
prime minister Sheikh Hasina's 
Awami League, calling them 
"hilarious and an immature 
array of stories."

The National Citizen Party 
(NCP) staged protest rallies at 
the premier Dhaka Universi-
ty campus Saturday, vowing 
to thwart at any cost a “mili-
tary-backed plot” to rehabili-
tate the party.

The military headquarters, 
in a statement issued to Swe-
den-based Bangladesh-cen-
tric news outlet Netro News, 
said," “It was nothing other 
than a political stunt.” The 
Army called the claims "hilar-
ious and an immature array 
of stories."

The statement, however, said 
Army chief General Waker Uz 
Zaman met with two NCP lead-
ers Hasnat Abdullah and Sarjis 
Alam March 11 at his Dhaka 
Cantonment residence as they 
had long sought a "courtesy 
meeting" with him.

It said the Army chief's offi ce 
had asked them to come to the 
Army headquarters but the 
pair instead went to his offi cial 
residence Sena Bhaban. 

The Army statement came as 
tensions started gripping Ban-
gladesh after the NCP, which 
was fl oated last month with 
widely assumed blessings of 
Chief Advisor Muhammad 
Yunus, accused the military of 
political interference. 

POLITICAL 
INTERFERENCE

Bangladesh Army rejects 
student-led NCP claims
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Kyiv, March 23: At least sev-
en people were killed after 
Russia launched a barrage of 
drones across Ukraine over-
night Sunday, according to local 
Ukrainian offi cials.

The attack on the Ukrainian 
capital came ahead of ceasefi re 
negotiations in Saudi Arabia 
in which Ukraine and Russia 
are expected to hold indirect 
US-mediated talks Monday to 
discuss a pause in long-range 
attacks targeting energy facili-
ties and civilian infrastructure.

The Ukrainian delegation 
is expected to meet with US 
offi cials in Saudi Arabia a day 
ahead of the indirect talks, 
Ukrainian President Voldoy-
myr Zelenskyy said. 

Russia launched 147 drones 
across Ukraine. Ukrainian air 
defences shot down 97 and 25 
others didn't reach targets due 
to Ukrainian countermeasures. 
The attacks struck the Kharkiv, 
Sumy, Chernihiv, Odesa and 
Donetsk regions, as well as the 
capital, Kyiv.

Moscow’s drone swarm 
claims seven in Ukraine
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Beijing, March 23: China's 
People's Liberation Army 
(PLA) has started using the 
recently released Chinese AI 
tool 'DeepSeek' for non-combat 
support functions, especially in 
military hospitals, to assist the 
doctors in devising treatment 
plans besides other civilian ar-
eas, media reports said. 

DeepSeek's open-source large 
language models (LLMs) are be-
ing used in PLA hospitals, Peo-
ple's Armed Police (PAP), and 
national defence mobilisation 
organs, the Hong Kong-based 
South China Morning Post re-
ported Sunday.

Earlier this month, the gen-
eral hospital of the PLA Central 
Theatre Command announced 
that it had authorised “embed-
ded deployment” of DeepSeek's 
R1-70B LLM, saying it could 
provide treatment plan sug-
gestions to support doctors, 
according to the Post.

The hospital also emphasised 
patient privacy and data secu-

rity, noting that all data was 
stored and processed on local 
servers.

Similar deployments have 
been seen in other PLA hos-
pitals nationwide, including 
the elite PLA General Hospi-
tal in Beijing, also known as 
“301 Hospital”, where senior 
Chinese offi cials and military 
offi cers receive treatment and 
highly sensitive personal data 
is believed to be stored.

Earlier, the PLA, which is 

investing heavily in moderni-
sation, cautioned its armed 
forces against banking heav-
ily on artifi cial intelligence, 
saying that AI should be a tool 
to guide but not a replacement 
for human decision-making on 
the battlefi eld because it lacks 
self-awareness capability.

“As AI evolves, it must re-
main a tool guided by human 
judgment, ensuring account-
ability, creativity, and strategic 
adaptability remain at the fore-

front of military decision-mak-
ing,” an article published in the 
People's Liberation Army Dai-
ly, the offi cial media of the Chi-
nese military, said in January.

“AI must work in tandem 
with human decision-makers 
to optimise command effective-
ness, enhancing rather than re-
placing human agency,” it said. 

China is abuzz with Deep-
Seek's latest AI offering which 
has drawn global attention for 
its low-cost model. Further, 
DeepSeek's R1 used a fraction 
of compute power as compared 
to established AI models like 
ChatGPT.

Also, DeepSeek overtook 
ChatGPT as the top-ranked 
free app on Apple's Appstore, as 
the US tech industry - that has 
long justifi ed injecting billions 
of dollars into AI investments 
— watched in sheer disbelief.

In the longer run analysts ex-
pect the AI models to fi nd immi-
nent application in battlefi eld 
intelligence surveillance and 
decision-making by the Chinese 
military.

China deploys ‘DeepSeek’ in non-combat functions
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Business
INDIA'S GOLI SODA SEES STRONG 
DEMAND IN US, EUROPE, GULF
India's traditional beverage Goli Soda is witnessing strong 
consumer response in key international markets, including 
the US, UK, Europe, and the Gulf, driven by strategic expan-
sion and innovative reinvention. Under a strategic partner-
ship with Fair Exports, India has ensured steady deliveries 
of Goli Soda, rebranded as Goli Pop Soda, to Lulu Hyper-
market, one of the largest retail chains in the Gulf region, 
the Commerce Ministry's arm Agricultural and Processed 
Food Products Export Development Authority said.

We want to 
double down on 
gaming and its 

addressable area because 
we believe now it is time 
for the gaming industry to 
become much more sizable 
and impactful. And we see 
a much bigger potential for 
the next 2-3 years
SEAN HYUNIL SOHN | KRAFTON INDIA CEO

PSBs’ dividend 
payout rises 33% 
New Delhi: Dividend payout 
by public sector banks (PSBs) 
have risen by 33 per cent to 
`27,830 crore in FY24, indicating 
signifi cant improvement in 
fi nancial health of these lenders. 
PSBs declared a dividend of 
`27,830 crore to shareholders in 
2023-24 as against `20,964 crore 
in the previous fi scal, registering 
an increase of 32.7 per cent, 
according to the government 
data. Of `27,830 crore total 
dividend, nearly 65 per cent 
or `18,013 crore was paid to 
the government towards their 
shareholding in FY24. During 
2022-23, the government 
received `13,804 crore as 
dividend from the public sector 
banks including State Bank of 
India (SBI). It is to be noted that 
12 public sector banks recorded 
the highest ever aggregate 
net profi t of `1.41 lakh crore in 
2023-24 against the net profi t 
of `1.05 lakh crore in 2022-23, 
and earned `1.29 lakh crore in 
the nine months of the current 
fi nancial year.

ONGC plans to 
import ethane 
New Delhi: Oil and Natural 
Gas Corporation (ONGC) plans 
to import ethane starting in 
mid-2028 to compensate for 
the altered composition of 
liquefi ed natural gas (LNG) 
sourced from Qatar, according 
to a tender fl oated by the 
state-owned fi rm. India imports 
7.5 million tonnes per annum 
of LNG from Qatar. Under the 
deal, QatarEnergy supplies 5 
million tonnes a year of LNG 
that contains methane (used 
to produce electricity, make 
fertiliser, converted into CNG 
or used as cooking fuel) as 
well as ethane and propane 
-- feedstock to make LPG and 
petrochemicals -- on a fi rm 
basis and the rest on best 
endeavour basis. This contract 
is coming to an end in 2028 and 
the revised contract signed last 
year envisages QatarEnergy 
supplying 'lean' gas (one 
that is stripped of ethane and 
propane). ONGC spent about 
`1,500 crore in setting up a 
C2 (ethane) and C3 (propane) 
extraction plant at Dahej in 
Gujarat. The C2/C3 so extracted 
was used as a feedstock in its 
petrochemical subsidiary, ONGC 
Petro additions Ltd (OPaL).

SHORT TAKES

Whether 
it is in the 
vertical of 

healthcare or 
education sec-
tor or even skill 
development, 
there are multiple tools 
available which are quite 
common and available and 
being enjoyed by the urban 
population, which is not real-
ly made available to the rural 
public. The idea is to bring 
a portfolio, a cutting-edge 
portfolio to rural India. It has 
to be executed as a business, 
but over a period of time
SOORAJ VASUDEVAN |  CALCULUS 
GROUP FOUNDER AND CEO

The 
housing 
market is 

witnessing 
some correc-
tion after three 
years of record 
supply because of which 
absorption/sales is also on a 
declining trend
SAMIR JASUJA  | FOUNDER & CEO, PROPEQUITY

uoteu

So, yes, 
India has 
played a 

critical role in 
the growth sto-
ry of California 
almonds, and 
the numbers speak for them-
selves — from 100 million 
pounds of consumption a 
decade ago to now over 400 
million pounds. California 
represents 85 per cent of 
the market share of almonds 
going into India
EMILY FLEISCHMANN  |  VICE PRESIDENT, 
ALMOND BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

� Can you share a glimpse 
of your early life and 
what led you into real 
estate business?

� I was born in a village 
called Gada Amaraprasad 
in Nimapada block of Puri 
district. Growing up in a 
lower-middle-class family, 
I never imagined I would 
one day be in the world 
of business. My journey 
was shaped by my fami-
ly’s values, especially my 
father’s resilience and de-
termination. My father, a 
science graduate, had the 
courage to leave a stable 
teaching job to venture 
into business. His strug-
gles and sacrifices were 
testament to the power 
of resilience. I saw him 
mortgage my mother’s jew-
ellery to ensure we had a 
good education. My expo-
sure to different business 
backgrounds during my 
university years fuelled 
my desire to build some-
thing bigger. My initial 
dream was to start a bot-
tling plant under the brand 
name “DION Spirit”. While 
searching for land for the 
plant, I gained knowledge 
about real estate. My fami-
ly’s reservations about the 
liquor industry, coupled 
with my ambition to create 
an impact, eventually led 
me to real estate—a deci-

sion that, in hindsight, was 
a turning point.

� As a major player in the 
industry, how do you see 
the demand for housing 
projects in Odisha?

� According to recent data, 
nearly 80 thousand hous-
es are required in Odisha. 
The demand for housing in 
Odisha, particularly in the 
twin cities of Cuttack and 
Bhubaneswar, is growing 
rapidly. With modern ur-
ban infrastructure, this 
region is becoming the pre-
ferred destination for Odi-
as looking to own a home. 
The increase in per capita 
income, the 8th Pay Com-
mission’s announcement, 
and the government’s in-
dustrialisation and river-
front development push 
are all driving the real 
estate sector forward.

� Do you see any impact of 
price rises on the real es-
tate business? Are there 
any upcoming projects?

� The Cuttack-Bhubaneswar 
area currently faces a de-
mand-supply gap of nearly 
1,40,000 houses, as per gov-
ernment data. This short-
fall highlights the rising 
need for quality housing. 
The establishment of the 
Odisha Real Estate Regu-
latory Authority (ORERA) 
has signifi cantly boosted 
buyer confi dence, with 
more people now preferring 
to invest in ORERA-regis-
tered projects. With a posi-
tive economic environment 
and regulatory support, 
the real estate market in 
Odisha is set for further 
growth. We are actively 
working on multiple proj-
ects to cater to the evolving 
demands of homebuyers. 
A plan is underway for an 
integrated township in Tr-
ishulia, Cuttack district, 
featuring 1,000 residential 
buildings. The develop-
ment will include a 200-bed 

hospital with modern facil-
ities, malls, multiplexes, 
schools, and star-rated ho-
tels. Additionally, projects 
planned along the banks of 
Kuakhai and Kathajodi riv-
ers will accelerate the state 
government’s riverfront de-
velopment initiative.

� You also have a strong 
presence in the automo-
bile industry. What fac-
tors are driving sales 
growth?

� We launched Dion Auto-
motive in 2019 as an au-
thorised dealer of Tata 
Motors’ passenger vehi-
cle and electric mobility 
units. Today, we have six 
branches across Odisha 
in Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, 
Puri, Balugaon, Phulbani, 
and Berhampur. So far, we 
have sold over 7,000 vehi-
cles and have served more 
than 20,000 customers. One 
key driver of our growth is 
the increasing demand for 
electric vehicles (EVs). As 
the government pushes for 
clean energy and pollution 
control, EV adoption is ex-
pected to rise. We are com-
mitted to promoting elec-
tric mobility in Odisha in 
a big way.

� How has your journey 
been so far? What advice 
do you have for new en-
trepreneurs?

� The journey has been fi lled 
with challenges, learning, 
and achievements. My ad-
vice to young entrepreneurs 
is simple—hard work, dedi-
cation, and belief in yourself 
are keys to success. In any 
business, your team is your 
biggest strength. A strong 
bond with your team en-
sures seamless operations, 
which ultimately benefi ts 
your customers. Remember, 
customers are your assets, 
not liabilities. Prioritise 
quality, innovation, and 
customer satisfaction, and 
success will follow.

Born in a small village in Puri district, Manoj Kumar Sahoo, 
Director of Dion Group, has transformed himself into a 
key player in Odisha’s real estate and automobile 
industries. After fi nishing studies, he decided to join his 
family business running since 1980. He tried his luck in 
various business verticals like automobile, construction 
and real-estate and was highly successful. In an 
exclusive interview with Orissa POST, Sahoo shares 
his inspiring journey, insights into Odisha’s booming 
housing sector, and his ambitious plans for electric mobility. With 
rapid urbanisation and growing demand, he believes the state is poised for a real estate 
boom, while EV adoption is set to revolutionise the automobile industry. Excerpts…

Your team is your biggest 
strength, says Sahoo

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 23: Cars 
are set to get costlier from 
April, with various automak-
ers like market leaders Maruti 
Suzuki, Mahindra & Mahindra, 
and Hyundai, announcing price 
hikes due to rising input costs 
and operational expenses.

Maruti Suzuki India, which 
leads the domestic passenger 
car segment in the country, 
plans to hike prices of its entire 
model range by up to 4 per cent 
from next month.

The auto major currently 
sells various models, ranging 
from the entry-level Alto K-10 
to the multiple-purpose vehicle 
Invicto in the domestic market, 
with prices ranging from `4.23 
lakh to `29.22 lakh, respectively 
(ex-showroom Delhi).

Its rival Hyundai Motor India 
said it will increase car prices 
by up to 3 per cent from April 
2025, owing to rising raw mate-
rial and operational costs.

Similarly, Tata Motors in-
tends to increase the prices of 
its passenger vehicle range, in-
cluding electric vehicles, from 
April 2025, for the second time 
this year.

Mahindra & Mahindra said 
it will hike prices of its SUVs 
and commercial vehicles by up 
to 3 per cent from April. Kia In-
dia, Honda Cars India, Renault 
India and BMW have also an-
nounced to hike vehicle prices 
from the next month.

Deloitte Partner & Automo-
tive Sector Leader Rajat Ma-
hajan said carmakers usually 

have two price hike cycles in 
India, one at the beginning of 
the calendar year and another 
at the start of the fi nancial year.

“The reason for the extent of 
hike varies, could be related to 
currency fl uctuations where we 
need more rupees to import the 
same product, commodity or 
component,” he stated.

Over the last six months, the 
US Dollar has appreciated by 
almost 3 per cent against the 
rupee, which affects high im-
port-dependent categories that 
may have a direct or indirect 
impact on input costs. Besides, 
original equipment manufac-
turers (OEMs) with a complete 
knockdown (CKD) footprint are 
likely to experience an even 
greater effect.

“Other reasons seem to be 
tepid demand for entry-level 
vehicles, especially from fi rst-
time buyers and rural custom-
ers, which is putting pressure 
on margins. Price elasticity is 
relatively low in premium seg-
ments and any upward change 
will boost margins,” Mahajan 
stated.

Also, the number of features 
getting added in the cars is also 
a reason for such regular hikes 
that are seen over the last few 
quarters, he added.

“At the same time, OEMs are 
aware of high price sensitivity 
in the entry-level segments. 
Hence, are likely to be cautious 
in executing these hikes given 
the segment may see a revival, 
especially after the recent bud-
get, which left more money in 
the hands of the consumer,” he 
noted.

Icra Corporate Ratings Vice 
President and Sector Head Ro-
han Kanwar Gupta said the 
price hikes are generally tak-
en at the start of the calendar/
fi scal year to help offset factors 
like increases in operational 
costs on account of infl ation-
ary pressures and commodity 
prices, among others.

“The recent price hikes an-
nounced by various car mak-
ers are for the same reason,” 
he added.

While the price hikes have 
the potential to moderate the 
demand sentiments to an ex-
tent, it must be noted that there 
are already healthy discounts 
on offer across a variety of mod-
els in the passenger vehicle seg-
ment, with the industry focused 
on bringing down inventory 
levels, Gupta stated.

Accordingly, the impact of 
these price hikes on demand is 
expected to be modest, he noted.

Cars set to get costlier from April
Market leaders 
announce price hikes 
due to rising input 
costs and operational 
expenses 
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New Delhi, March 23: The 
Indian equity market has wit-
nessed a moderation in FPIs’ 
selling pressure with the out-
fl ows narrowing to `1,794 crore 
(USD 194 million) last week, 
buoyed by easing global con-
cerns and growing optimism 
around a potential de-esca-
lation in the Russia-Ukraine 
confl ict.

However, despite this posi-
tive shift, it still marks the 15th 
consecutive week of outfl ows.

Going forward, Foreign 
Portfolio Investors (FPIs) are 
expected to remain cautious, 
awaiting greater clarity on the 
US Federal Reserve's interest 
rate trajectory, geopolitical 
developments, and India's 

domestic economic outlook, 
according to Himanshu Sri-
vastava, Associate Director of 
Manager Research at Morning-
star Investment.

According to the data with 
the depositories, FPIs have 
offl oaded equity shares worth 
`1,794 crore (USD 194 million) 
for the week ended March 21. 
This was in comparison to USD 
604 million outfl ow observed in 
the holiday-shortened preced-
ing week.

Last week, FPIs turned net 
buyers on two occasions, with 
a signifi cant purchase of `3,181 
crore March 21 and `710 crore 
March 19.

“The recent reversal in FPIs 
selling has turned the market 
sentiments for the better, facil-
itating a rally in the market for 

the week ended March 21. It can 
be argued that positive domes-
tic fundamentals like pickup in 
growth and decline in infl ation 
coupled with weakness in the 
dollar have contributed to the 
change in FPIs strategy,” VK 

Vijayakumar, Chief Investment 
Strategist, Geojit Investment 
Services, said.

Investor sentiment has 
shown signs of improvement, 
buoyed by easing global con-
cerns and growing optimism 

around a potential de-escalation 
in the Russia-Ukraine confl ict, 
Srivastava said.

Positive domestic devel-
opments such as India's bet-
ter-than-expected trade defi cit 
and China's stimulus-driven 
consumption boost have fur-
ther supported the sentiments. 
Additionally, the recent market 
correction has presented attrac-
tive entry points for investors, 
he added.

Srivastava also pointed out 
that that softening of the US 
dollar index along with rising 
expectations of a rate cut by the 
US Federal Reserve has support-
ed foreign fund fl ows back into 
emerging markets like India.

Dovish commentary from the 
Fed -- hinting at the possibility 
of two rate cuts this year -- has 

encouraged FPIs to selectively 
re-enter Indian equities.

However, despite this re-
newed interest, FPIs have still 
withdrawn `31,719 crore from 
the market so far in March, 
following outfl ows of `34,574 
crore in February and `78,027 
crore in January. As a result, 
total FPI outfl ows for 2025 have 
now reached `1.44 lakh crore, 
according to data from the de-
positories.

On the fl ip side, the trend 
of FPI investment in debt has 
continued, with total debt in-
vestments of `10,955 crore in 
March through March 21, Vi-
jayakumar said. This indicates 
a shift in FPI strategy, favour-
ing debt instruments over eq-
uities amidst continued market 
volatility.

FPI outfl ows ebb amid global tailwinds, optimism over Ukraine war

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 23: India 
has imposed anti-dumping duty 
on fi ve Chinese goods, includ-
ing vacuum fl asks and alumin-
ium foil, during the month so 
far to guard domestic players 
from cheap imports from the 
neighbouring country.

These duties were imposed 
as these products -- Soft Ferrite 
Cores, certain thickness of vac-
uum insulated fl ask, alumini-
um foil, Trichloro Isocyanuric 
Acid, and Poly Vinyl Chloride 
Paste Resin -- were exported to 
India from China at below nor-
mal prices.

In separate notifi cations, the 
Central Board of Indirect Tax-
es and Customs, Department 
of Revenue, said that the duty 
imposed “shall be levied for a 
period of fi ve years” on imports 
of Soft Ferrite Cores, vacuum 
insulated fl ask, and Trichloro 
Isocyanuric Acid.

The anti-dumping duty of up 
to USD 873 per tonne was im-
posed provisionally on alumin-
ium foil for six months.

The government has imposed 
the duty in the range of USD 276 
per tonne to USD 986 per tonne 
on imports of the acid (a water 

treatment chemical) from Chi-
na and Japan.

On imports of Soft Ferrite 
Cores (used in electric vehicles, 
chargers, and telecom devices), 
up to 35 per cent duty was im-
posed on CIF (cost, insurance 
freight) value.

Similarly on vacuum in-
sulated fl ask, USD 1,732 per 
tonne anti-dumping duty was 
levied. The levy, which ranges 
from USD USD 89 per tonne to 
USD 707 per tonne, on Poly Vi-
nyl Chloride Paste Resin was 
slapped on the imports from 
China, Korea RP, Malaysia, 
Norway, Taiwan and Thailand 
for fi ve years.

These duties are imposed 
after recommendations for the 
same were made by the com-
merce ministry's investigation 
arm DGTR (directorate general 
of trade remedies).

Anti-dumping probes are 
conducted by countries to 
determine whether domestic 
industries have been hurt be-
cause of a surge in cheap im-
ports.

As a countermeasure, they 
impose these duties under the 
multilateral regime of Gene-
va-based World Trade Organi-
zation (WTO). 

India clamps anti-dumping 
duty on Chinese products

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 23: The 
combined market valuation of 
nine of the top-10 most-valued 
fi rms surged `3,06,243.74 crore 
last week, with ICICI Bank and 
Bharti Airtel emerging as the 
biggest gainers, in tandem with 
a bullish trend in equities.

Last week, the BSE bench-
mark gauge surged 3,076.6 points, 
or 4.16 per cent, and the NSE Nif-
ty jumped 953.2 points, or 4.25 per 
cent. The market capitalisation 
(mcap) of ICICI Bank jumped 
`64,426.27 crore to `9,47,628.46 
crore, the most among the top-
10 fi rms. Bharti Airtel's valua-
tion zoomed `53,286.17 crore to 

`9,84,354.44 crore.
HDFC Bank added `49,105.12 

crore, taking its market valua-
tion to `13,54,275.11 crore. The 
mcap of Reliance Industries 
Ltd surged `39,311.54 crore to 
`17,27,339.74 crore and that of 
Bajaj Finance rallied `30,953.71 
crore to `5,52,846.18 crore. The 
valuation of Tata Consultancy 

Services (TCS) soared `24,259.28 
crore to `12,95,058.25 crore. 
The mcap of State Bank of In-
dia climbed `22,534.67 crore to 
`6,72,023.89 crore and that of 
Hindustan Unilever advanced 
`16,823.08 crore to `5,28,058.89 
crore. Infosys added `5,543.9 
crore to take its market valua-
tion to `6,61,364.38 crore.

Mcap of nine most-valued fi rms surges `3 lakh cr

Vadodara: The number of Indian 
startups is expected to double 
from 1.2 lakh to 2.4 lakh by 2030, 
creating 50 million new jobs, 
Minister of State (Independent 
Charge), Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship, Jayant 
Chaudhary, said Sunday. These 
opportunities will include direct 
white-collar roles, gig economy 
jobs, and indirect employment 
across industries. “To support 
this expansion, the government 
has announced a `60,000 crore 
scheme to upgrade Industrial 
Training Institutes (ITIs), ensuring 
that young professionals gain the 
necessary skills to meet industry 
demands,” the Minister, the chief 
guest of the 3rd Annual Technical 
Festival "EPITOME 2025" of Gati 
Shakti Vishwavidyalaya, Vadodara, 
said in his address on the occasion, 
through video conference.

India set to double its 
startup count by 2030
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Gurugram, March 23: Young 
golfers from six states will com-
pete in the Golf Sixes Junior 
Tournament, a six-hole event, 
at the DLF Golf & Country Club 
here Monday, aiming to make 
the sport more dynamic akin to 
T20 and T10 cricket.

Organised by the Indian 
Golf Union (IGU) in partner-
ship with the world golf rules 
governing body, The R&A, Golf 
Sixes is designed to make the 
sport more accessible and ap-
pealing to India's youth as the 
two shorter formats of cricket. 

The inaugural tournament 
will feature two players each 
from six states in North India: 
Delhi, Haryana, Punjab, Ut-
tarakhand, Uttar Pradesh and 
Chandigarh. 

It focusses on players aged 12 
and under in a bid to grow the 
sport from the grassroots level.

“Just as T20 revolutionised 
cricket by shortening the game 
and making it more dynamic 
and spectator-friendly, this new 
format of golf does the same," In-
dian Golf Union (IGU) president 
Brijinder Singh said in a release. 

“It condenses the sport into 
a more exciting and engaging 

experience, allowing a new 
generation to enjoy the thrill 
of the game in a shorter time 
frame. Similarly, Six-Hole Golf 
could capture the attention of 
younger players and audiences, 
potentially driving a signifi cant 
rise in the sport’s popularity,” 
he added.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

Manama, March 23: India dis-
played poise in the endgame to 
survive the hard-fi ghting Bah-
rain 81-77 in Group H and se-
cured their place in the FIBA 
Asia Cup 2025 from the fi nal 
qualifying phase after Chinese 
Taipei and Guam, who booked 
their spots after going 1-2 in 
Group G.  

"Indian Cagers dominate 
Group H with wins over Bah-
rain and Iraq, securing their 
spot in the FIBA Asia Cup 2025 
And that's not all— they’ve also 
punched their ticket to the FI-
BA World Cup 2027 Qualifi ers!," 
the Basketball Federation of In-
dia posted on X.

Clutch plays from Arvind 
Krishnan and Pranav Prince on 
both ends of the fl oor enabled 
India to eke out the all-import-

ant win after it coughed up a 
lead as big as 12 points and 
trailed by two with 1:54 left.

This was India’s second 
straight victory in Group H 
of the fi nal qualifying tourna-
ment for the FIBA Asia Cup 
2025. They had beaten Iraq 97-
77 in their other Group H match 
Friday.

After India's win, the meet-
ing between Bahrain and Iraq 
Sunday night has now become 
a virtual knockout for the 16th 

and last ticket to the showpiece 
to be held from August 5-17 in 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

Harsh Dagar starred in the 
triumph with 28 points on an 
excellent 6-of-8 clip from be-
yond the arc as he helped India 
set the tone early. He also had 3 
rebounds, 3 assists, and 2 steals 
to net an effi ciency of 30.

Kanwar Sandhu made his 
presence felt with 15 points, 
while the tandem of Prince 
and Hafeez fi nished with iden-

tical numbers of 11 points and 
8 rebounds and combined for a 
total of 8 assists.'

India appeared to have re-
gained full control of the match 
when they built a 62-53 lead en-
tering the fourth quarter, only 
to allow the home team to rally 
and get ahead, 77-75, behind Su-
bah Azzam. Krishnan, howev-
er, using a screen before pulling 
up for a three-pointer from the 
left wing to give the lead back 
to themselves, 78-77, with 1:39 
remaining, FIBA reports.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

New Delhi, March 23: De-
fending champion Sheetal Devi 
came from behind to success-
fully bag her second gold medal 
of the Khelo India Para Games 
at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadi-
um here Sunday. Pitted against 
Odisha’s special quadruple 
amputee archer in Payal Nag, 
Jammu and Kashmir’s Shee-
tal triumphed 109-103 in their 
compound archery open fi nal 
encounter. 

The old guard of Rakesh Ku-
mar, 40, and Jyoti Baliyan, 30, 
claimed medals while teenage 
sensations Sheetal, 18, and Pay-
al, 17, also shone on the podium 
in the compound open events. 
Jharkhand’s Vijay Sundi beat 
Haryana’s Vikas Bhakar 6-4 in 
the men’s recurve open gold 
medal match while Haryana’s 
Pooja beat Maharashtra’s Ra-
jshri Rathod 6-4 in the women’s 
recurve open gold medal match.

All eyes were on the women’s 
compound gold medal match. 
Sheetal Devi started with a 
score of 8 and 7 while Payal 
opened with double 10s. Pay-
al, 17, however, lost the upper 

hand in the third round where 
she shot a 7 for the fi rst time 
and Sheetal got back to her 
consistent best of 9s and 10s. 
The deciding fi fth round saw 
Sheetal clinching the gold at the 
Khelo India Para Games 2025.

“Firstly, Payal played very 
well in the fi nal, and with her 
continuous hard work, she will 
defi nitely get a medal for India 
soon. Personally, I am grateful 
for all the blessings bestowed 
by Mata Rani that I won my 
second gold medal at the Khelo 
India Para Games,” Sheetal was 
quoted as saying by SAI Media 
in a release on Sunday.

The soft-spoken Payal, who 
radiates childish innocence, 

spoke about the technical as-
pects following her competition 
in her fi rst Khelo India Para 
Games.

“Earlier, I used to shoot the 
arrows with two devices in my 
prosthetic legs but now, I’m 
shooting with just one leg. It 
was a problem adjusting but I 
still reached the fi nal despite 
the discomfort and also there 
were a lot of windy conditions 
today. But I am happy to have 
competed in the fi nal and got 
the silver," she said.

As per her coach Kuldeep 
Vedwan, Payal got a rebirth 
in para-archery after getting 
the new device a month back. 
“Since she is the fi rst woman 
archer in the world who doesn’t 
have all four limbs, it was a 
challenge for me to create an 
additional device inside her 
prosthetic leg. She now uses 
just one leg to shoot her arrows.

“Since the device was put 
just a month back, Payal’s 
journey in para-archery start-
ed from complete scratch yet 
again. With all the hard work 
and dedication, she put in the 
last month, she deservedly got 
the silver today,” said Kuldeep.

Golf goes T20 cricket way
Youngsters to compete in inaugural Golf Sixes junior tournament

Just as T20 revolutionised cricket by shortening 
the game and making it more dynamic and specta-
tor-friendly, this new format of golf does the same 
BRIJINDER SINGH | PRESIDENT, IGU

Basketball team book Asia Cup berth
India punches ticket 
to FIBA World Cup 
2027 Qualifi ers

This is now our 
third win in the 
Asia Cup Quali-
fi ers and these 
are uncharted 
areas that we 
haven't had for 

a long time in India. We 
still have things to work 
on ... really proud of these 
guys. We're going to the 
Asia Cup
SCOTT FLEMMING | HEAD COACH

Paralympian Sheetal edges out Payal 
Nag to defend archery gold medal

Kiwis hammer Pakistan
Mount Maunganui: Pacers Jacob 
Duffy and Zakary Foulkes shared 
seven wickets as New Zealand 
bowled out Pakistan for 105 
Sunday to win the fourth Twenty20 
international by 115 runs and 
clinch victory in the fi ve-match 
series with a game remaining. 
Duffy took 4-20 and Foulkes 3-25 
as New Zealand's pacers thrived 
in responsive conditions under 
the fl oodlights at Bay Oval and 
bowled out Pakistan in 16.2 overs. 
At 56-8 Pakistan was in danger of 
falling short of its lowest score in 
T20 internationals — 74 against 
Australia in 2012. But Abdul Samad 
made an unbeaten 44 to steer his 
team past that total and, at 91, 
past its lowest total against New 
Zealand.

Norway rout Moldova
Washington: Erling Haaland helped 
Norway make a positive start to its 
World Cup qualifying campaign by 
scoring in a 5-0 rout at Moldova. 
Norway's third and last World 
Cup appearance was back in 
1998, two years before Haaland 
was born. Now, Haaland leads a 
team featuring Arsenal midfi elder 
Martin Odegaard that bears high 
expectations of reaching the 2026 
tournament in the United States, 
Mexico and Canada. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Shanghai, March 23: Mc-
Laren driver Oscar Piastri 
has cruised to his maiden 
Chinese Grand Prix win from 
pole position with the Austra-
lian untouchable ahead of his 
teammate Lando Norris as 
the pair completed McLaren's 
milestone 50th one-two placing 
in Formula 1.

Piastri, who took his maiden 
pole position Saturday, got a 
great start in Sunday's race to 
lead into the fi rst corner, as Nor-
ris passed Russell for second. The 
Australian then slowly stretched 
his legs in an untroubled drive 
for his third career win. Norris 
had a trickier afternoon to earn 
his runner-up spot - with the Brit 
having to pass Mercedes' George 
Russell and Williams' Alex Albon 
after his stop. 

McLaren’s Piastri wins
1st Chinese Grand Prix

New Delhi: Commonwealth Games medallist 
race walker Priyanka Goswami set a national 
record in women's 35km event during the 
Dudinska 50 competition in Dudince, Slovakia. 
Goswami clocked 2:56:34 Saturday to fi nish 
11th in the 44th edition of Dudinska 50, a 
World Athletics Race Walking Tour Gold Label 
meet that is held annually on the streets of 
Dudince in March. Her previous personal 
best was 3:13:19. A two-time Olympian, 
Goswami bettered the previous national 
record of 2:57:54 set by Manju Rani at the 2023 National Open Race Walking 
Championships in Ranchi. Paula Milena Torres of Ecuador won the women's 
35km race walk event with a time of 2:44:26. Peru's Kimberly García 
(2:45:59) and Poland's Katarzyna Zdzieblo (2:46:59) took the second and 
third positions respectively. The 29-year-old Goswami also holds the 20km 
race walk national record of 1:28:45, which she had set at the 2021 National 
Race Walking Championships in Ranchi. She had won a silver in 10,000km 
race walk event at the 2022 Birmingham Commonwealth Games. 

Race walker Goswami sets national record

Odisha’s roll ball players recognised by govt 
Bhubaneswar: It's another 
big day for roll ball players 
of Odisha with so far 
50 players have been 
recognised by Govt of 
Odisha along with cash 
award and certifi cate. 
On Saturday, 10 national 
roll ball players of 
Odisha - Gitika Gitimaya, 
Ashlesha Panda, Vansika 
Kumari Guru, Ichini Dibyanjali, Um Divyanshee Behera, Simon Shreya, 
Um Diyashree Behera, Gunjan Rout, Madhuksara Mishra, Swetaparna 
Priydarshini were recognised by Sports & Youth Services Dept. The players 
were awarded because of their outstanding achievement and for bringing 
national medals for Odisha in both boys and girls category.

SNIPPETS 
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Hyderabad, March 23: Ishan 
Kishan's blitzkrieg trumped 
the heroic efforts from Sanju 
Samson and Dhruv Jurel as 
Sunrisers Hyderabad buried 
Rajasthan Royals under a del-
uge of runs to start its IPL 2025 
campaign in style with a 44-run 
win here Sunday.

After Travis Head teed off 
with a 31-ball-67 adding 94 
for the opening stand with 
Abhishek Sharma, Kishan (106 
not out off 47 balls) smashed a 
45-ball-100 in his fi rst appear-
ance for the new franchise as 
Sunrisers Hyderabad scored 
286 for 6, their second highest 
total in the history of IPL. 

But Royals were never in 
hunt as they fi nally managed 
242 for 6 in their 20 overs and 
their effort will certainly help 
their net run-rate.

At a sultry Hyderabad, Roy-
als' inexperienced skipper Ri-
yan Parag committed a hara-
kiri by opting to bowl on the 
fl attest deck on offer in IPL and 
this decision could come back 
to haunt them at the business 
end of the tournament.

In a tale of three fl amboyant 
keeper-batters, although two 
of them didn't keep on the day, 
Samson (66 off 37 balls) and 
Jurel (70 off 35 balls) did make 
full use of a belter by at least 
scaring the SRH fans during a 
stand of 111 in just 9.5 overs. 

While Sunrisers were always 
favourites to win the run-fest, 
the match decisively turned in 
two overs --11th bowled by Ad-
am Zampa (1/48 in 4 overs) and 

12th sent down by skipper Pat 
Cummins (0/60 in 4 overs) — 
which yielded only seven runs 
cumulatively. 

Pacer Harshal Patel (2/34 in 
4 overs) understated brilliance 
at the back-end also needs an 
honourable mention.

The difference became the 
number of dot balls consumed 
in the end. While Royals man-
aged only 25 dot balls during 
SRH innings, Cummins and his 
men were able to bowl 15 more.

The dot balls accumulat-
ed during the two overs did 
increase the pressure. Even 
though Jurel got three sixes 
off Simrajeet Singh (2/46 in 3 
overs) in the 13th over, the pres-
sure of the asking rate suddenly 
increased.

But wily Harshal, always 
a go-to bowler when captains 
need a change of pace, got Sam-
son and within another couple 

of deliveries Jurel was gone too 
while trying to slog Zampa and 
the contest effectively ended. 

Shimron Hetmyer (42 off 23 
balls) and Shubham Dubey (34 
not out off 11 balls) also fought 
manfully but the target was just 
way too much. 

The result was inevitable 
with Head taking the Royals 
attack to cleaners and then 
Kishan slaying their bowlers 
to beef up the SRH total. 

Head and Kishan, who made 
his maiden IPL hundred, hit 20 
fours and nine sixes between 
them. SRH picked up from 
where they left the last season 
and could have bettered their 
own and IPL's best-ever total 
(287/3) but two wickets fell in 
the fi nal over.

Jofra Archer, who went for 
76 wicket-less runs in four 
overs, recorded the most ex-
pensive individual bowling 

fi gures in the history of the 
tournament.

Such was the dominance of 
Head during the front 10 and 
Kishan at the back-10 that 
Abhishek Sharma (24 off 11 
balls) and fi t-again Nitish Red-
dy's (30 off 15 balls) efforts were 
completely overshadowed.

Heinrich Klaasen (34 off 14 
balls) got a tailor-made situa-
tion to clobber the clueless Roy-
als bowlers towards the end.

Kishan, one of the core play-
ers in Mumbai Indians in the 
past few years, had a rough 2024 
as he lost his central contract 
for ignoring domestic cricket 
for the cash-rich league and MI 
also didn't retain him.

Playing seven games on such 
a shirtfront, Kishan will make a 
serious case for himself to make 
a comeback to the national side 
even though the T20 team bears 
a settled look. 

SRH outgun RR in run-fest
Diminutive Kishan 
came back with a 
renewed vigour and 
packed a mean punch 
in his ‘debut game’ 
for the new franchise

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Chennai, March 23: Afghan-
istan mystery spinner Noor 
Ahmad excelled on his Chen-
nai Super Kings debut before 
skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad 
stuck a sublime fi fty to set up 
a four-wicket win over their 
biggest rival Mumbai Indians 
in the Indian Premier League 
here Sunday.

Ahmad's four-wicket haul 
limited Mumbai Indians to a 
below-par 155/9 after the hosts 
put them in to bat on a slow 
surface.

Gaikwad, batting at number 
three instead of opening along-
side Rachin Ravindra, smashed 
53 off 26 balls before the latter 
took over to ensure CSK got 
over the line in 19.1 overs. 
Ravindra remained unbeaten 
on 65 off 45 balls.

IPL debutant Vignesh Puthur 
(3/32), a left-arm spinner from 
Kerala who has never played 
senior cricket, made life tough 
for CSK who eventually found 
a way to start their 2025 cam-
paign with a win.

The 24-year-old Puthur re-
moved Gaikwad, Shivam Dube 
and Deepak Hooda in quick suc-
cession with all three failing to 
dispatch the rookie spinner in-
to the stands. 

Ravindra deposited Puthur 
for couple of sixes towards the 
end to keep the crowd going. 
The deafening roar came when 
M S Dhoni walked into the mid-
dle with four runs needed for 
the win but Ravindra hit the 
winning six. 

With the loss, Mumbai Indi-
ans maintained their dubious 
record of not wining their open-
ing game of the IPL since 2012. 

Earlier, Ahmad (4/18) ran 
through the Mumbai Indians 
middle-order after Khaleel 
Ahmed (3/29) removed open-
ers Rohit Sharma (0 off 4) and 
Ryan Rickelton (13 off 7) in the 
powerplay.

On a typical Chepauk surface, 
CSK got the early breakthroughs 
after putting the opposition in 
to bat. Rohit was the fi rst one 
to depart, fl icking straight into 
the hands of Shivam Dube at 
mid-wicket off Khaleel. Playing 
his fi rst game for Mumbai Indi-
ans, Rickelton looked good in his 
brief cameo which ended when 
he played on to give Khaleel his 
second wicket.

R Ashwin, returning to CSK 
after 10 years, struck in his fi rst 
over to make it 36 for three as 
Will Jacks offered a simple 
catch to Dube at mid-off. 

Surykumar Yadav (29 off 26) 
and the in-form Tilak Varma 
(31 off 25) forged a 51-run part-

nership to take the innings 
forward before the M S Dho-
ni effected a lightening quick 
stumping off Ahmad to send 
back Mumbai Indians stand-in 
captain. Dhoni showed he re-
mains as sharp as ever behind 
the stumps with bails being dis-
lodged even before Suryakumar 
could complete his bat swing.

Suryakumar led the side in 
the absence of Hardik Pandya, 
who could not play due to an 
over rate ban imposed last sea-
son. What broke the back of 
Mumbai Indians batting was 
twin strike from Ahmad in his 
following over. He trapped Ti-
lak with a googly two balls after 
getting rid of Robin Minz.

CSK win IPL’s El Clasico
Noor Ahmad, Ravindra, Gaikwad star in CSK’s win over Mumbai Indians


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

