
Honest clarification
Actor Taapsee Pannu shares her
reason behind skipping the grand
wedding of Anant Ambani and
Radhika Merchant

LEISURE | P2

Puja’s training on hold 
Centre puts on hold the ‘district training
programme’ of controversial Indian
Administrative Service officer 
Puja Khedkar for ‘necessary action’
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Valuable advice
Javelin thrower Kishore Jena
says he would have quit the
sport last year, but did not do so
due to his dad’s advice  
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Orban in trouble
EU leaders launch protest
against Hungarian PM 
Viktor Orban’s ‘misuse’ of the
bloc’s rotating presidency
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

All the political leaders were there,
but RaGa let go of the opportunity
and didn’t attend the wedding...

INDEX                         VARIATION

SENSEX 80716.55 51.69

NIFTY 24613.00 26.30
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MARKET WATCH

WEATHER

Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

BBSR CTC

33.8° 33.0°
26.8° 25.5°
95% 91%

8.9mm 5.2mm
FORECAST

Partly cloudy sky
with one or two
spells of rain

NEET-UG: CBI ARRESTS 2 MORE 
New Delhi: The CBI Tuesday arrested two persons
including a key accused in the NEET-UG paper leak case
who allegedly stole the paper from a trunk of NTA in
Jharkhand’s Hazaribagh. The agency has arrested
Pankaj Kumar alias Aditya, a 2017-batch civil engineer
from NIT-Jamshedpur, who allegedly stole the NEET-UG
paper from the NTA trunk in Hazaribagh. Kumar, a
resident of Bokaro, was arrested from Patna. The CBI
has also arrested Raju Singh, who allegedly helped
Kumar in stealing the paper, from Hazaribagh. P8

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 16: Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K) seems to have become a
graveyard for soldiers of  late as four
more Indian Army personnel, includ-
ing a Captain, lost their lives in a fierce
gunfight with heavily armed terrorists
of  Pakistan-based banned outfit Jaish-
e-Mohammed (JeM) in Doda dis-
trict Tuesday.

The incident, and a series of  such
casualties in the past few months,
has come as a reminder of  the
dreadful heightened militancy pe-
riod in the area. The abrogation
of  Article 370 was expected to bring
back peace in J&K.

The fallen soldiers were identi-
fied as Captain Brijesh Thapa from
Darjeeling, Naik Dokkari Rajesh
from Andhra Pradesh, and Sepoys
Bijendra and Ajay Kumar Singh from
Rajasthan.

Opposition parties, meanwhile, at-
tacked the Centre. Terming such hor-
rific incidents as ‘extremely sad and
worrying’, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi said, “Army personnel and
their families are bearing the brunt of
BJP’s wrong policies.”

Security forces, including troops of
the Rashtriya Rifles and Special
Operations Group of  J&K Police, swiftly
launched a joint cordon and search op-
eration in the Desa forest belt following
the encounter.

Despite the challenging terrain and
weather conditions, efforts were un-
derway to track down and neutralise

the militants who have links to
JeM, officials said.

In an official statement, the
Army said the gunfight erupted
late Monday evening in the Desa
forest area, where troops from the
Rashtriya Rifles and J&K Police
had launched a cordon-and-
search operation.

Despite challenging terrain
and low visibility, the security
forces engaged the hiding ter-

rorists. “In the initial volley of  fire, four
Army personnel were injured. They later
succumbed to their injuries. Additional
troops and equipment have been inducted
to flush out the terrorists, and use of
drones and other technical resources is
being ensured,” the Army said.

The Kashmir Tigers, a JeM shadow
group, has claimed responsibility for
the attack. 

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 16: Two
days after the inner chamber of
Srimandir Ratna Bhandar was
opened following a gap of  46
years, the state government
Tuesday decided to reopen the
much talked about chamber July
18 and transfer the valuables
stored in it to a temporary CCTV-
monitored storeroom on the
premises of  the 12th century
shrine in Puri.

The decision was taken during
a meeting attended by SJTA Chief
Administrator Arabinda Padhee,
Justice Biswanath Rath (chair-
man of  the supervisory commit-
tee for overseeing the reopening
and inventory of  Ratna Bhandar),
Puri Collector Siddharth Shankar
Swain, and other officials in the
Holy city in the morning.

“We will again open the locks
and enter Bhitara Ratna Bhandar
between 9:51am and 12:15pm
July 18. The valuables in the
inner chamber will be shifted
to the temporary storeroom, and
the ASI members will also assess
its structural stability. The entire
event will be videographed,”

Justice Rath told reporters after
the meeting. He explained that
due to the logistical challenges
involved in moving all the chests
containing valuables, ornaments
within these containers will be
relocated to a temporary treas-
ury within the temple complex.

“This temporary facility has
been equipped with CCTV cam-
eras, fire safety measures, and
other necessary precautions,”
Justice Rath added.

Padhee appealed to devotees to
abide by the restrictions to be im-
posed on entry into the temple
July 18. The inner chamber of  the
Ratna Bhandar was reopened by
cutting open three locks July 14.

The team saw boxes (sinduks)

and almirahs inside the inner
chamber but decided to post-
pone the transfer of  valuables to
a designated strongroom due to
the upcoming Bahuda Yatra July
15 and Suna Besha July 17.

Justice Rath mentioned that
valuables from the outer cham-
ber have already been moved to
a temporary strongroom in the
‘Changda Mekap’ room, where
the Lord’s beds are stored, on
the temple premises.

Padhee said the ASI will in-
spect the inner chamber physi-
cally after the valuables are
shifted out. “The ASI will not
be given keys to the inner cham-
ber; it will be opened as per the
SOP,” he clarified.

AGENCIES

Thane, July 16: A thief  was over-
come with remorse after realising that
the house he stole valuables from be-
longed to a famous Marathi writer
and returned the items along with an
apology note, police said Tuesday.

The house from where the thief
stole the valuables, including an LED
TV, belonged to Narayan Surve and
is located at Neral in Raigad district
of  Maharashtra, they said.

Surve, who died August 16, 2010 at the
age of  84, was a celebrated Marathi poet
and social activist. Born in Mumbai,
his poems vividly depicted the strug-
gles of  the urban working class.

Surve’s daughter Sujata and her
husband Ganesh Ghare now live in
the house. They had gone to Virar to
be with their son and their house was
locked for 10 days.

It was during this period that the thief
entered the house and stole a few
things, including the LED TV. When he
returned to pick up a few more articles
the next day, he noticed Surve’s photo

and memorabilia in a room.
The thief, who was obviously well-

read, was filled with remorse and re-
turned all the items he had picked up.
He pasted a small note on a wall, ask-
ing for the owner’s forgiveness for
stealing from such a great literary fig-
ure’s house.

Sujata and her husband found the
note when they returned from Virar
Sunday, Neral police inspector Shivaji
Dhavle said.

The police are carrying out further
investigation based on the fingerprints
found on the TV set and other arti-
cles, he said.

Before Surve became a famous
Marathi poet, he had grown up as an
orphan on the streets of  Mumbai, then
survived by working as a domestic
help, a dishwasher in a hotel, a babysit-
ter, a pet dog caretaker, a milk deliv-
ery boy, a porter and a mill hand.

Through his poetry, Surve glorified
labour and challenged the established
literary norms in Marathi literature. 

Remorseful thief returns valuables
stolen from Maha writer’s house

Narayan Surve, who died
August 16, 2010 at the age of
84, was a celebrated Marathi

poet and social activist

GRAPHICAL REPRESENTATION

Lord’s riches to
be shifted July 18

Captain among 4 Army 
men killed in encounter

MEDICOS’ STIR FROM TODAY 
Cuttack: About 250 house surgeons working in the
SCBMCH here called for an indefinite cease work from
Wednesday, demanding action against the nursing
staff who allegedly ill-treated them. SCB
superintendent Sudhansu Sekhar Mishra, however, is
hopeful that the matter will be resolved amicably. The
confrontation between the house surgeons and
nursing staff began Monday night over an argument
between a doctor and a nursing officer while
attending to a patient in the Medicine department. P3

OF BELIEF: Shia mourners participate in the 9th Muharram procession, on boats, at Dal Lake, in Srinagar, Tuesday PTI PHOTO

Suna Besha today

A bout 190 platoons of the police
force will be deployed for the

security and crowd management dur-
ing Suna Besha (golden attire) of the
presiding deities of Srimandir on their
respective chariots in Puri Wednesday,
Puri SP Pinak Mishra said Tuesday.
“About 15 lakh devotees are expected
to come to Puri and witness Suna
Besha of the Trinity,” Mishra said. P3

Cong for white paper

T he Opposition Congress
Tuesday demanded that the

state government publish a white
paper on Srimandir Ratna Bhandar
in Puri. The party said the white
paper should contain details of the
records of valuables of the Ratna
Bhandar, which were prepared in
the past, and the inventory which
will be prepared this year. P3

Army
personnel and
their families
are bearing
the brunt of
BJP’s wrong

policies
RAHUL GANDHI
CONGRESS LEADER



Mumbai: South fame Samyuktha is all set
to mark her Hindi film debut opposite Kajol
and Prabhu Deva in the thriller Maharagni
- The Queen Of  Queens. Addressing certain
language barriers that exist between the
South and Hindi film industry, she says that
it’s fading away and the time is for cross col-
laborations now.

“I am from Kerala but I work more in
Telugu. I came into cinema at a time when
all the language barriers were slowly going
away. Pushpa released at that time and many
others big films, everyone was watching
these films in other languages. So, it’s more
of  a cross language collaboration that’s been
going on now. Even in Telugu, many Hindi
actors are playing such good roles and our
lead actors also star in Hindi films,” the
actor says. 

The actor, who is popular for films in

Malayalam, Telugu, as well Tamil lan-
guages thinks of  Bollywood as a
“larger than life” cinema. 

“Malayalam is a very con-
tent oriented industry. On
the other hand, Telugu is
a mix of  everything, massy
and content centric. In
Hindi, I feel I will be able
to tell better once I do
more work here but
from what I see is that
people are more in-
terested in cinema
that is larger than life
and has unexpected
things happening,”
says the 28-year-old.

AGENCIES

Mumbai: Veteran actor
Amitabh Bachchan has al-
most confirmed that his son,
Abhishek Bachchan stars in
the upcoming Shah Rukh
Khan-starrer film King.

Tuesday, Big B took to his
X and quoted a tweet from a fan club of  Abhishek. The tweet spoke
about Abhishek’s side as an antagonist and shared that the actor will
be seen in a negative role in King which also stars SRK’s daughter
Suhana Khan.

The Internet user had written in his tweet, “Those Who have seen
Abhishek Sir’s in Breathe into the Shadows, Raavan and BB, will know
what level of  performance as a negative role he can give. Never ever
doubt him. @juniorbachchan  Abhishek Sir and Sujoy Ghosh.
@iamsrk #SuhanaKhan #King #AbhishekBachchan @sujoy_g”.

Big B, wrote in his tweet, “All the best
Abhishek .. It is TIME (sic)”.

This is not the first time that the
veteran actor has made a freudian

slip. In the past, he has also di-
vulged the details of  The
Archies, which starred his
grandson Agastya Nanda
along with Suhana.

King is directed by Sujoy
Ghosh and produced by

Siddharth Anand. The movie is
expected to go on floors later

this year and might hit
screens in 2025.

IANS

Mumbai: The grand wedding of  Anant Ambani
and Radhika Merchant saw a star-studded guest
list, but actress Taapsee Pannu was notably ab-
sent. In a podcast recorded recently, Taapsee
shared her reason for skipping the extravagant cer-
emony.

In a lighthearted exchange, Taapsee laugh-
ingly responded to a question about attending
the wedding. In a conversation with RJ Stutee,
she clarified, “I don’t know them personally,”

and went on to explain her preference for at-
tending weddings with a more personal

connection. “I feel weddings are very per-
sonal,” she said.

“I am sure there are a lot of  friends
of  theirs, but I prefer to go to a mar-
riage where there is at least some

kind of  communication between
the family and the guest.”
Anant and Radhika’s wedding

on July 12 was a lav-
ish celebration that
drew in A-listers
from Bollywood
and beyond. The
guest list boasted
names l ike
Shah Rukh
Khan,
Salman
Khan,
Amitabh
Bachchan,
Ranveer
Singh,
Deepika
Padukone, and international
celebrities like Kim Kardashian, Khloe Kardashian,
Rema, and Luis Fonsi. AGENCIES

P2 HALLE BERRY EXITS LEGAL 
DRAMA SERIES ALL’S FAIR

leisure
Hollywood actress Halle Berry has quit the
legal drama series All’s Fair. News of her
departure comes just a week after it was
reported that Berry had joined the series
alongside Kim Kardashian, marking one of the
few regular television roles in the Oscar and
Emmy winner’s career, reports Variety. 

Music legend Bob Dylan has announced the
dates for his upcoming 10-date UK tour, which
is set to take place later this year. At the age of
83, Dylan is preparing to grace the stage for
three nights at the Royal Albert Hall in London,
reports Mirror.co.uk.
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AQUARIUS
You are a strong-willed per-
son, and during the tough-
est of times you remain
focused. A constant smile on your face
and positive attitude will help you win
the hearts and minds of people at work
as well as at home. Such a feeling of
contentment and happiness motivate
you to do your best. 

PISCES
Today you will feel like shar-
ing you innermost feelings
with those that you are close
to. You will find yourself communicating
better and this will result in attracting intel-
lectual people towards you. You will get an
opportunity to work with very educated
and well established people. 

SAGITTARIUS
Brace yourselves; the day has
a lot of uncertainties today.
First being financial. You may
have to shell out money for unexpected
expenses. But, this may also teach you to
be economically independent. Always look
at the brighter side, says Ganesha.

LIBRA
Ganesha says beware of
overspending today. Those
of you having close ties
abroad may find them beneficial.
Ganesha says you should always 
remain optimistic.

SCORPIO
Socially, you enjoy being in
limelight as all the eyes are
focused on you. However,
beware of evil eyes that may not have
good intentions towards you. You are a
good soul and never hurt anyone. But, at
times, it's important to know your foe's
weakness to be on the safer side.

LEO
You need to keep your tem-
per in check and guard
against being aggressive
today. You need to channelise your ener-
gies towards some productive pursuits,
otherwise you may make someone the
target of your anger. The good thing
about the day is you will make satisfacto-
ry progress on work related issues.

VIRGO
You are renowned for your
leadership qualities and
today they will be much
appreciated for the way you manage your
team. You will get a long-due promotion,
and will come in for some extra cash.
Ganesha says you received all this by
wisely balancing work and home, so be
careful not to slip up on this front.

GEMINI
You will be surrounded by
conflicts today. However,
you will come to realise
within a short while the solutions required
to troubleshoot your way out of your diffi-
cult circumstances. You will desire solitude
and peace so much so that you will not find
even your family members welcome com-
pany, says Ganesha.

CANCER
Today, you will put your
heart and soul into whatever
task you take up. And, that's
a great thing to do, says Ganesha. Don't
lose heart though, if despite the best
efforts, the results of your efforts are not
too forthcoming. Feeling dejected is only
going to hamper your progress.
Remember that you'll receive your due
sooner or later. Spend some time with
your loved ones to revive yourself. 

ARIES
You will be indecisive today,
which is not usually the
case with you. Ganesha
says this could lead you to indulge in
speculation, which is not so bad unless
you risk all your money in it. Besides,
when it comes to matters of the heart,
you must exercise a great deal of caution.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
All is not likely to go well
during this day says
Ganesha. Though you will
sail smoothly most of the day, prob-
lems are very likely to come up. At the
professional level you are not likely to
face obstacles or difficulties. Your
relations with your parents turn awk-
ward and unpleasant. 

CAPRICORN
You will be a live wire,
today. With amazing exu-
berance you have complet-
ed mammoth tasks and have spread the
energy around. It will give you tremen-
dous job-satisfaction, foresees Ganesha.
Everything seems well and good the per-
sonal front, too. 

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

DYLAN ANNOUNCES 
UK TOUR DATES 

Mumbai: Actress and content creator Parul Gulati,
who is awaiting the release of  his upcoming title
#BLUETICK, along with Siddharth Nigam, has
shared that content creation has become more
about engineering the content than creatively mak-
ing it.

Parul appeared on the IMDb original series Ask
Each Other Anything along with Siddharth, and
shared: “I feel content creation has become engi-
neering right now. Because everyone wants to be
a content creator, and they are so successful. Because
these people have figured out that they can be a fi-
nance influencer, food influencer.”

Furthering her point, she said that one can see
their future on social media. “People are starting
their social media agencies right now and acquir-
ing micro, mini influencers and those who have it
in them, they stick,” she added.

Siddharth spoke about his learnings from the sets
of  Dhoom 3, and said that he feels very fortunate
to have got a chance to work with Aamir Khan at
a very young age.

He said, “I have never taken any acting classes
and I never done theatre. So I think whatever I
have learned about acting, theoretical knowledge,
a little practical knowledge and how to be present

on set, all these things I have
learned on the sets of

Dhoom 3.”
IANS

Parul: Content creation has
become engineering now ‘Time for cross 

collaborations’

Taapsee on skipping 
Ambani wedding

Big B’s 
freudian slip



ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, July 16: The IIIT
here organised a five-day interna-
tional workshop on ‘Deep Learning
and Artificial Intelligence’ begin-
ning Tuesday. The workshop was
inaugurated in collaboration with
IEEE GRSS Kolkata Chapter, APNNS
and CSIR. The event is based on the
theme of  developing
tools and strategies
relevant for harness-
ing artificial intelli-
gence (AI) in the re-
cent times of  digital
revolution. 

The event witnessed
a confluence of  over 70
researchers, resource
persons and experts
from different parts
of  the country as well
as the world. In the
welcome note, IIIT di-
rector Ashish Ghosh
encouraged the par-
ticipants to enthusi-
astically engage with
the experts. 
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FLAME OF FAITH

Members of Mahanadi Banchao
Andolan and Odisha Nadi Surakshya

Samiti perform ‘Mahanadi Alati’ at
Gadagadia Ghat of the river in Cuttack

Tuesday downtown

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, July 16: The
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) Tuesday
informed about transmitting
first hip-hop legend Missy Elliot’s
song ‘The Rain’ (Supa Dupa Fly)
to Venus via its deep space net-
work.  

The song was transmitted at
10:05am PDT Friday, July 12 from
the space agency’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory  in  Souther n
California.

While this is the first hip hop
song to travel to outer space, the
Beatles song titled ‘Across The
Universe’, was the first song sent
into deep space by NASA in 2018.

“Both space exploration and
Missy Elliott’s art have been
about pushing boundaries,” said
Brittany Brown, director of  the
Digital and Technology Division.

NASA said the song travelled
around 254 million km from
Earth to Venus, the artist's
favourite planet. The radio fre-
quency signal was transmitted
at the speed of  light and took

roughly 14 minutes to reach the
planet.

The transmission was pro-
duced via the 34-metre wide Deep

Space Station 13 (DSS-13, also
known as Venus, in honour of  the
Venus Radar Experiment of
March 1961) radio dish antenna

at the DSN's Goldstone Deep
Space Communications Complex
near Barstow, California.

“I still can't believe I'm going
out of  this world with NASA
through the Deep Space Network
when ‘The Rain’ (Supa Dupa
Fly) becomes the first-ever hip-
hop song to transmit to space. I
chose Venus because it symbol-
ises strength, beauty, and em-
powerment and I am so hum-
bled to have the opportunity to
share my art and my message
with the universe,” said Elliott.

Meanwhile, two NASA mis-
sions will explore Venus and
send data back to Earth using the
DSN.

DAVINCI (Deep Atmosphere
Venus Investigation of  Noble
gases, Chemistry, and Imaging)
is slated to launch by 2029.

T he VERITAS (Venus
Emissivity, Radio Science, InSAR,
Topography, and Spectroscopy)
is expected to launch by 2031.

NASA and the DSN are also
partnering with the European
Space Agency’s Venus mission,
Envision.

NASA transmits first hip-hop song to Venus

THE TRANSMISSION WAS PRODUCED
VIA THE 34-METRE WIDE DEEP SPACE
STATION 13 (DSS-13, ALSO KNOWN AS

VENUS, IN HONOUR OF THE VENUS
RADAR EXPERIMENT OF MARCH 1961)
RADIO DISH ANTENNA AT THE DSN'S

GOLDSTONE DEEP SPACE
COMMUNICATIONS COMPLEX NEAR

BARSTOW, CALIFORNIA

THE SONG TRAVELLED
AROUND 254 MILLION KM
FROM EARTH TO VENUS

THE RADIO FREQUENCY
SIGNAL WAS TRANSMITTED
AT THE SPEED OF LIGHT AND
TOOK ROUGHLY 14 MINUTES

TO REACH THE PLANET

VALEDICTORY SESSION: Director of Odisha State Museum Bhagyalipi Malla speaking at an event on the concluding day of ‘Pattachitrare Mahaprabhu’
on the museum premises in Bhubaneswar Tuesday as dignitaries including Orissa and Dharitri Editor Tathagata Satpathy, author Jatindra Kumar
Nayak, artist Ramahari Jena and others look on OP PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, July 16: The
state BJP will hold its first ex-
ecutive committee meeting in
Puri from July 19 after forming
its government in the state and
the saffron camp’s national pres-
ident JP Nadda will attend the
event, a party functionary said
here Tuesday. 

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh was expected to attend
the two-day meeting but he would
not be able to join the programme
due to health issues, state BJP
president Manmohan Samal told
reporters.

“Earlier, Rajnath Singh was
scheduled to attend the two-day
executive committee meeting.
However, BJP president JP
Nadda will attend the event start-
ing July 19, owing to Singh’s un-

availability due to health is-
sues,” he said.

BJP's state vice president
Biranchi Tripathy said coordi-
nators for Assembly and Lok
Sabha constituencies, district
presidents, officials of  various
fronts, Chief  Minister, state min-
isters, all party MLAs and MPs
and Union ministers from the
state will be present at the meet-
ing.

“During the meeting, we will
decide on a roadmap as BJP is
now a ruling party in the state.
The political situation and other
crucial aspects along with wel-
fare programmes will also be
discussed and a draft on the next
course of  action will be pre-
pared,” Tripathy said.

The BJP will “do the needful
to make a ‘Viksit' (developed)
Odisha,” he said.

Nadda to attend BJP exec
committee meeting July 19

Int’l workshop on 
AI begins at IIIT 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, July 16: The
Opposition Congress Tuesday
demanded that the state gov-
ernment publish a white paper
on Ratna Bhandar of  Puri
Srimandir.

The party said the white
paper should contain details
of  the records of  valuables of
Ratna Bhandar which were pre-
pared in the past and the in-
ventory which will be prepared
this year.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the party’s headquar-
ters here, former president of
Odisha Pradesh Cong ress
Committee (OPCC) Prasad
Harichandan said his party has
been demanding the reopening
of  Ratna Bhandar for inventory
and repair.

Now, the BJP government has
initiated a step in this regard, 
he said.

The Ratna Bhandar was re-
opened Sunday after 46 years
for preparing an inventory of
valuables and the repair of  its
structure. However, many ques-
tions are being raised on the
keys of  the Ratna Bhandar be-
cause the locks of  the inner
chamber did not open with the
duplicate keys available with
the Puri district administration,
the Congress leader said.

Members of  a special com-
mittee tried to open three locks
on the doors of  the inner cham-
ber of  the treasury, but not one
of  them could be opened with the
two ‘duplicate' keys available
with the Puri district adminis-
tration, Shree Jagannath Temple
Administration (SJTA) chief  ad-
ministrator Arabinda Padhee
had said.

“Earl ier,  the  then Puri
Collector had claimed that he
had found duplicate keys of  the
Ratna Bhandar from the district
record room. Now, it is being
said that the keys were there in
the district's treasury,” the
Congress leader said.

“Justice Biswanath Rath, the
chairman of  the high-level com-
mittee constituted by the gov-
ernment to supervise the in-
ventory work, had clearly stated
that the keys did not belong to the
locks,” he said.

The Congress leader asked
about the original keys of  Ratna
Bhandar.

He urged the government to
count the valuables stored in-
side the Ratna Bhandar while
shifting those to the temporary
strong room, to maintain trans-
parency.

Further, the government
should publish a white paper
mentioning the inventory record
of  this year along with the
records of  1978, 1952, 1905 and
1805, Harichandan said.

On the other hand, another
ex-president of  OPCC, Niranjan
Patnaik said there is a need for
a thorough investigation into
the whereabouts of  the Ratna
Bhandar keys, which were, pre-
sumably, last used in 1985.

He urged the government to in-
vestigate and disclose the loca-
tion of  the keys as recorded in
the government registrar during
that period.

The Congress party has also
demanded a judicial probe led by
a retired judge of  Orissa High
Court or Supreme Court on the
alleged mismanagement during
the ongoing Rath Yatra in Puri.

OPCC president  Sarat
Pattanayak said the ‘unfortu-
nate '  incident  during the
‘Pahandi' (ceremonial proces-
sion) ritual of  Lord Balabhadra
during Rath Yatra in Puri has
hurt the sentiments of  Jagannath
devotees.

The idol of  Lord Balabhadra
fell on a group of  servitors when
the deity was being carried from
his chariot to the Gundicha tem-
ple July 9.

“The state government has
asked the SJTA to probe the in-
cident. As the administration
is also responsible for the inci-
dent, we demand a judicial probe
by a retired judge. The report
should be published within a
month,” he demanded.

Congress demands white 
paper on Ratna Bhandar 

OPCC president Sarat
Pattanayak said the
‘unfortunate' incident 
during the ‘Pahandi' 
(ceremonial procession)
of Lord Balabhadra has
hurt the sentiments of
Jagannath devotees

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Cuttack, July 16: About 250
house surgeons working in SCB
Medical College and Hospital
here called for an indefinite
cease work from Wednesday, de-
manding action against the
nursing staff  who allegedly ill-
treated them.

Hospital superintendent
Sudhansu Sekhar Mishra, how-
ever, is hopeful that the matter
will be resolved amicably.

Mishra said that the massive
workload and shortage of  staff
could be the reasons behind the
recent faceoff  between the house
surgeons and nursing staff.

The confrontation between
the house surgeons and nurs-
ing staff  began Monday night
over an argument between a doc-
tor and a nursing officer while
attending to a patient in the hos-

pital's medicine department.
Soon, other doctors and nurses

joined the melee, and what ap-
peared to be a minor issue ini-
tially, was blown out of  propor-
tion Tuesday morning when
reports of  the incident appeared
in various local newspapers.

Claiming that the nursing staff
were spreading lies and dam-
aging the reputation of  the hos-

pital and doctors in the media,
the house surgeons protested in
front of  the office of  the hospi-
tal superintendent. They de-
manded that the nursing asso-
ciation should apologise and
refrain from giving false state-
ments to the media.

Opposing this move of  the
House surgeons, the nursing
staff  also staged a protest.

When the matter was further
precipitated during a meeting
with the hospital committee set
up to resolve the imbroglio, the
house surgeons announced a
cease work stir from Wednesday
morning.

“We will provide emergency
services only and boycott the gen-
eral duties,” Bibhas Kumar, sec-
retary of  the house surgeons, said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 16: The
Special Crime Unit (SCU) of
Commissionerate Police claimed
to have seized 1 quintal ganja
after a dramatic chase near
Pitapalli Monday night and ar-
rested two peddlers. 

Two mobile phones and a four-
wheeler used in the crime have
been seized from the accused,
said a senior police official,
adding that the street price of  the
seized contraband is estimated
to be around `11 lakh. 

Twin ci ty  Police
Commissioner Sanjeeb Panda
said the peddlers were identi-

fied as Sipun Behera, 31, and
Ananta Digal, 32 – both natives
of  Kandhamal district. The cops
swung into action following a
tip-off  regarding a four-wheeler
carrying a huge consignment
of  ganja from Phulbani to
Jharkhand. The police team laid
a trap near Pitapalli area with
two vehicles, while another was
stationed near Janla.

“When the peddlers saw the po-
lice team, they tried to speed
away to evade arrest but two po-
lice vehicles chased the car at a
higher speed. The other team
was placed near Janla flyover
to block the traffic from Khurda
side,” Panda said, adding that the
vehicle was intercepted near
Janla. The cops conducted a
search inside the car and seized
the contraband wrapped in a
gunny bag from the boot space.

Preliminary investigations
revealed that the accused are
members of  an interstate drug
syndicate. 

The SCU has booked the duo
under relevant Sections of
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act and BNS.
They were produced in a local
court later in the day.

2 drug peddlers held
after film-style chase

AGENCIES

Puri, July 16: About 190 pla-
toons of  the police force will be
deployed for the security and
crowd management during Suna
Besha (golden attire) of  the pre-
siding deities of  Srimandir on
their respective chariots here
Wednesday.

The deities would appear on
golden attire atop their chari-
ots parked in front of  the Lion’s
Gate (Singhadwar) Wednesday.

Puri Superintendent of  Police
(SP) Pinak Mishra Tuesday said
the administration is expecting
a footfall of  about 15 lakh devo-
tees to witness Suna Besha of
the Trinity.

Barricades have been raised
from the Municipal Market
Square to Lion’s Gate here as

part of  crowd management
strategy.

All the devotees and the visi-
tors will go through the barri-
cades in the queue and after dar-
shan they will return through
Badadanda, the SP said.

All the by-lanes connected
with Badadanda (Grand Road)
will be sealed. This apart, special
traffic management will be en-
forced along all the routes lead-
ing to Puri. Vehicle parking

places will be regulated and
drones will be used to monitor
the crowd movement through
two integrated control rooms.

A three-layer security cover
will be laid around the three
chariots during the Suna Besha.

The SP appealed to the devo-
tees not to bring infants and
very old persons to the event.
The devotees were also asked
not to use their mobile phones
near the chariots.

190 platoons of police for Suna Besha
Drones will be deployed to

monitor crowd 
movement from two 

integrated control rooms

SCB house surgeons call for cease work stir
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R
esearchers have found

evidence for a substan-
tial underground cave
on the moon that is ac-

cessible from the surface, mak-
ing the spot a prime location for
a future lunar base.

The cave appears to be reach-
able from an open pit in the Mare
T ranquil l i tat is  (Sea  of
Tranquility), the ancient lava
plain where the Apollo 11 as-
tronauts Neil Armstrong and
Buzz Aldrin first set foot more
than half  a century ago.

Analysis of  radar data col-
lected by Nasa’s lunar recon-
naissance orbiter (LRO) revealed
that the Mare Tranquillitatis
pit, the deepest known pit on
the moon, leads to a cave 45 me-

tres wide and up to 80 metres
long, an area equivalent to 14
tennis courts. The cave lies about
150 metres beneath the surface.

Lorenzo Bruzzone, of  the
University of  Trento in Italy,
said the cave was ‘probably an
empty lava tube’, adding that
such features could serve as
human habitats for future ex-
plorers as they were ‘a natural
shelter against the harsh lunar
environment’.

Lunar orbiters first spotted
pits on the moon more than a
decade ago. Many are thought to
be ‘skylights’ that connect to un-
derground caves such as lava
tubes, giant underground tunnels
that form through volcanic
processes.

Such caves could form the
basis for a moonbase or an emer-
gency lunar shelter because the
temperature is relatively stable
inside and astronauts would be
naturally shielded from harmful
cosmic rays, solar radiation and
micrometeorites.

Previous images taken from
the LRO showed that the bot-
tom of  the Mare Tranquillitatis
pit was strewn with boulders
up to 10 metres wide. But it was
unclear whether the pit was en-
closed or served as an entry
point to an underground cave,
such as a lava tube whose roof
had collapsed.

Writing in Nature Astronomy,
the scientists describe how they
used LRO data and computer
simulations to show that the 100
metre-wide pit, which is bor-
dered by vertical or overhanging
walls, leads to a sloping floor
and a cave that extends for tens
of  metres westwards.

Researchers are keen to study
the rocks inside such caves as
they are likely to hold clues to the
moon’s formation and volcanic
history. The caves may also con-
tain water ice,  a resource
Bruzzone said was essential for
long-term lunar missions and
colonisation.

At least 200 pits have been
spotted on the moon and many
found on lava fields could be en-
trances to cavernous subter-
ranean lava tubes. “The main
advantage of  caves is that they
make available the main struc-
tural parts of  a possible human
base without requiring complex
construction activities,” said
Leonardo Carrer, the study’s

first author.
In preparation for humans re-

turning to the moon, space agen-
cies are already wondering how
to assess the structural stability
of  caves and reinforce their walls
and ceilings. Habitats may also
need monitoring systems to warn
of  movement or seismic activity
and have separate areas for as-
tronauts to retreat to should sec-
tions of  their cave collapse.

“Lunar cave systems have
been proposed as great places
to site future crewed bases, as the
thick cave ceiling of  rock is ideal
to protect people and infra-
structure from the wildly vary-
ing day-night lunar surface tem-
perature variations and to block
high energy radiation which
bathes the lunar surface,”
Katherine Joy, professor in earth
sciences at the University of
Manchester said,  adding,
“However, we currently know
very little about the underground
structures below these pit en-
trances.” AGENCIES

Cave on moon could be future base for astronauts
RESEARCHERS FIND EVIDENCE FOR CAVE

ACCESSIBLE FROM SURFACE WHICH COULD
SHELTER FUTURE ASTRONAUTS FROM HARSH

LUNAR ENVIRONMENT

AFFIDAVIT
This is for public
information. It is
informed by Mr.
Madhusudan Mishra of
Village- KULIPALI,
Thana- Sonepur, No.544th
prison, Dist.- Sonepur that
he had purchased from
Kousalya Naik an area of
0.250 dec. from Khata No.
67/04 and Plot No. 215 and
Registered it in his name
in the Sub-registrar Office
of  Sonepur on 15.02.1988
(Sale deed No. 111/88
dt.15.02.1988). While he
was coming from his
village to Sonepur had lost
all the documents on the
road. If  anybody got it
then he requested to
contact him in his
Mob.No. 9437146043 or
inform the Police Station
at Sonepur.
Madhusudan Mishra

CLASSIFIED
LOST

IN MEMORIAM: Artistes perform to pay tributes to classical dancer Guru Deba Prasad Das on his 38th death anniversary organised by Tridhara at Rabindra
Mandap in Bhubaneswar, Tuesday  PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, July 16: The
process of  translocation of  115
spotted deer from the Sambalpur
Zoo to the Debrigarh Sanctuary
in Bargarh district for species
augmentation has already begun
and will be over within a month,
officials informed Tuesday.

“The initiative is being taken to
increase the population of  spot-
ted deer in Debrigarh sanctuary
and reduce their number in
Sambalpur zoo. The process will
aid in augmentation of  prey in
Debrigarh sanctuary and make
space for new animals in
Sambalpur zoo,” said Hirakud
Wildlife Division’s DFO, and
Sambalpur Zoo’s Director, Anshu
Pragyan Das. “Under this pro-
gramme, 12 spotted deer were
translocated successfully from the
zoo to the sanctuary early Tuesday.
As many as 12 to 16 deer will be
shifted in batches during the dawn
to dusk process,” the DFO stated.

“An area covering 1.2 hectare
has been demarcated as the quar-
antine enclosure, with a saltlick,
water pool, treatment care unit,

equipped with CCTV cameras
and Backflash cameras. Also,
an emergency healthcare unit,
along with four machans has
been erected around the enclo-
sure,” Das said.

Das said that these animals
will be quarantine for around
three to four weeks and will re-
leased into the wild, only after
they are acclimatised to the nat-
ural habitat of  Debrigarh. 

“The site of  quarantine and re-
lease partially covers both graz-
ing and browsing habitats, grass-
land and forest, also the adjoining
Hirakud reservoir,” she said.

Meanwhile, the health condition
of  115 spotted deer was checked
and all were found to be healthy,
without any disease and no tu-
berculosis infection traced in any
animal,” Das said.  Translocation
is an intentional and deliberate
move to shift wild animals from
one place to other in a stable man-
ner to establish, re-establish, or
augment a population. Earlier
this year, ten blackbucks and
eight Indian hog deer were trans-
ferred to Sambalpur Zoo from
Nandankanan Zoological Park.

SAMBALPUR ZOO TO DEBRIGARH SANCTUARY

Process to relocate 115
spotted deer begins

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 16: Indian
Chamber of  Commerce (ICC),
in collaboration with Ministry
of  Food Processing Industries,
organised an interaction with
the food processing companies
here, Tuesday.  

The event was also a precursor
to the upcoming mega food event
‘World Food India’, scheduled to
take place from September 19 to
22 at Bharat Mandapam in New
Delhi. On the occasion, Union
Ministry of  Food Processing
Industries additional secretary

Minhaj Alam invited the state
government to participate in the
‘World Food India’ initiative. 

Alam highlighted various com-
ponents like exhibition, buyer
seller meet and food street which
will take place during the four-
day event. Alam also invited en-
trepreneurs and startups from
the food fraternity of  the state
to join the mega event.

Presiding over the event, ICC

Odisha state council chairman
JB Pany said that the food pro-
cessing sector has emerged as an
important segment, boosting
the country’s economy in terms
of  its contribution to GDP, em-
ployment and exports. 

“During 2015-2022, food pro-
cessing sector has exhibited an
Average Annual Growth Rate of
around 7.3 per cent, a robust
growth with highest production
record.  There is an urgent need
for improvising research and de-
velopment for the sector, to become
more competitive across the states
and worldwide,” Pany said.  

CM orders to upgrade 14 high schools 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar,  July  16 :
Marking a new era of  sophisti-
cation and innovation in real
estate, Evos Buildcon Private
Limited launched the architec-
tural project Evos Alchemy Sales
Gallery here, Tuesday.

Joining the event as chief
guest, renowned architect Sanjay
Puri said,“It is a pleasure to col-
laborate with Evos Buildcon
Private Limited. The project
showcases the possibilities of
modern architecture and design,
creating an environment that is
both luxurious and functional.” 

Evos Buildcon Private Limited
managing director Kalinga
Keshari Rath said, “The event
represents our commitment to
excellence and customer cen-
tricity approach. We are hon-
oured that Sanjay Puri and his
team realise our vision and cre-
ate a space that truly embodies
sophistication and luxury.”

The project provides an im-
mersive experience with demo
flats of  both 3BHK and 4BHK
unit types. Visitors were warmly
welcomed by a dedicated team
committed to their comfort and
satisfaction. Each unit’s unique
selling points (USPs) were high-
lighted, offering potential buyers
an experience that seamlessly
blends luxury and functionality.
Attendees, including walk-in vis-
itors and those with scheduled
site visits, experienced superior
hospitality and personalised at-
tention from the Evos Buildcon
team, ensuring they felt valued
and informed. 

Evos Alchemy Sales
Gallery launched 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 16: Food
Supplies and Consumer Welfare
Minister Krushna Chandra Patra
Tuesday directed the dealers
and distribution companies to en-
sure that LPG cylinders reach the
consumers within 48 hours of
booking or face action. The min-
ister gave the direction at a cru-
cial meeting held here with
petrol, diesel and LPG dealers.
“We had a meeting with the of-
ficials of  the companies, dealers
and representatives. There is a
provision to deliver LPG cylin-
ders within 48 hours of  book-
ing. The dealers have been di-
rected to ensure this or else
action would be taken against
them,” said Patra.

Patra further said that the of-
ficials and dealers of  petrol and
diesel have been asked to en-
sure focus on three aspects –
quantity, quality and behaviour.

Event on food processing held 

BJD, Congress demand 
action against Guv’s son 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar,  July  16 :
Opposition BJD and Congress
Tuesday renewed their demand
for action against Governor
Raghubar Das’s son Lalit Kumar
over allegations that he assaulted
a Raj Bhawan official July 7.

Speaking to reporters, BJD
leader Lekhasri Samantsinghar
accused Kumar of  physically
assaulting and mentally ha-

rassing an assistant section of-
ficer (ASO) of  Raj Bhawan in
Puri during President Droupadi
Murmu’s visit.

“The victim has been seeking
justice for days, but no action
has been taken against those re-
sponsible for the assault,” she
said and alleged lack of  police ac-
tion, suggesting it was due to
the accused’s connection with the
Governor.

Congress supporters, includ-

ing students and youth wing
members, demonstrated in front
of  Raj Bhavan, demanding
Kumar’s arrest.

Congress state president Sarat
Pattanayak questioned why Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi,
who also oversees the Home port-
folio, had not ordered Kumar’s
arrest.

Senior  Cong ress  leader
Taraprasad Bahinipati empha-
sised that the physical assault of
an official was unacceptable.

As of  now, neither Kumar nor
the Governor’s secretariat has
commented on the matter.

The ASO in question,
Baikuntha Pradhan, had alleged
that Kumar and his associates
assaulted him at Puri Raj Bhawan
on the night of  July 7 while he was
supervising the President’s visit.

Meanwhile, the state govern-
ment transferred Pradhan to
the Home department, Monday.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 16: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
Tuesday asked the ST & SC
Development, Minorities &
Backward Classes Welfare de-
partment to upgrade at least 14
high schools into higher sec-
ondary institutions.

The direction was issued while
Majhi undertook a review of  the
department here.

Majhi said, “There is a need
to upgrade more high schools
into higher secondary schools to
reduce the dropout rate.

The chief  minister also di-
rected the department to im-
prove the condition of  hostels of
various primary schools man-
aged by the department, par-
ticularly in tribal-dominated
districts.

As the government has taken
up a programme to improve the
condition of  301 such depart-
ment hostels in the undivided
Koraput district, Majhi advised
officials to increase the capacity
of  these hostels to 100, as and
where needed, for the conven-
ience of  the students.

Majhi also emphasised im-
proving the food quality for the
children in the hostels run by the
department. He also suggested
giving utmost importance to

health, safety and cleanliness.
The chief  minister also advised

the ministers and secretaries to
visit such schools and hostels reg-
ularly and check the management
of  these institutions.

During the meeting, the chief
minister was informed that
Odisha has the highest per-
centage of  dropouts, 27.3 per
cent, at the secondary level,
according to the SDG India
Index 2023 released by NITI
Aayog recently.

Deliver cylinders
within 48 hrs of
booking: Minister

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, July 16: First
selection merit list for Phase-I on-
line admissions to Plus II courses
will be released July 20, School
and Mass Education department
announced Tuesday. The selec-
tion process is facilitated through
the  Student  Academic
Management System (SAMS)
portal. A total of  4,76,074 stu-
dents have applied for 5,48,313
seats in higher secondary edu-
cation for 2024-25 session. The
shortlisted candidates will be
enrolled in Class XI across var-
ious streams, including Arts,
Science, Commerce, Vocational,
and Upashastri.

The online application process
had concluded July 12. Selected
candidates can download their
intimation letters from the por-
tal. Notifications about the as-
signed institutions will be sent
via WhatsApp or SMS.

Admissions at the respective
institutions will continue  from
July 22 to July 27. Candidates
assigned to a lower preference
institution may submit a ‘slide-
up request’ to shift to their pre-
ferred choice between July 22
and July 30. The request will be
processed based on the avail-
ability of  seats after the first
merit list admission concludes.

Classes for the new academic
year will begin August 1. All
higher secondary schools in the
state have received guidelines
for the admission process
through SAMS.

1st merit list for 
Plus II admission 
to release July 20



POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, July 16: Brazen mid-
dlemen and unscrupulous
traders are making a killing
from customers seeking to buy
the famed ‘Rutuka Chhatu’ even
as collectors of  the rare mush-
room, which grows on the forest
bed in the district by braving
the odds of  nature and wildlife,
continue to get a pittance.

According to reports, while
traders are selling ‘Rutuka
Chhatu’ at a premium of  any-
thing between `1,000 to `2,000
per kg in cities like Bhubaneswar
and Cuttack, the tribals, who
collect the seasonal vegetable
(or fungi), end up getting only ̀ 20
to `50 for a cone (made up of
leaves, with around 250 gram
content) of  the delicacy from
middlemen.

Sources said different types
of  mushroom bloom in the for-
est during rains, ‘Rutuka Chhatu’
being one among those. This va-
riety of  mushroom blooms on the

forest floor after the onset of
monsoon, and lasts for about a
month.

During summer, dried leaves
cover the forest floor. After the
first few spells of  monsoon
shower, the leaves, aided by mois-
ture and bacterial growth in the
wet soil, form compost. This
helps the spores come out of  the
ground, it was learnt.

Sources said among the mush-
rooms that grow in natural en-
vironment in the forests of
Keonjhar district, ‘Rutuka
Chhatu’ is of  high demand all

over, from rural to urban areas.
And middlemen as well as

traders keep a close eye for the
valued forest produce.

“The forest dwellers mostly
collect the mushroom from
forests, hills and the adjoining
fields and carry the content to
markets for sale. From the pro-
ceeds of  the sale, they meet their
family expenses, like buying
cooking oil and salt. Middlemen
at these markets exploit them
with abysmally less price and
lessening weight. Therefore,
they continue to remain im-

poverished,” said retired teacher
Pranab Rautray.

Usually, middlemen take com-
plete possession of  the first batch
of  the produce and sell it for
`600-800 per kilogram in retail.
The price comes down gradu-
ally as larger quantities arrive
in subsequent period. Therefore,
the mushroom that remains be-
yond the reach of  ordinary buy-
ers initially becomes affordable
when the price drops to less than
` 200 per kilogram.

However, the forest dwellers
usually sell the mushroom for ̀ 20
to ̀ 50 per Chauti (cones made of
leaves) as per the size of  the
cone. Cunning middlemen play
truant and sell large consign-
ments to traders, who in turn
sell those in big towns like
Cuttack, Bhubaneswar at more
than `1,000 per kilogram.

Therefore, while the middle-
men and traders make hay, poor
collectors never get their due,
forget profits.

The hapless collectors not just

face exploitation at the hands
of  unscrupulous traders and
middlemen, but many a times,
they face hazards from snakes,
bears, elephants and other wild
animals in the jungles. And after
painstakingly collecting the
mushrooms by braving the odds

of  nature, they walk miles to
distant market places with bags
on the head in hot and humid
weather conditions to sell it.

It is worth mentioning that
the seasonal mushroom busi-
ness in the district runs into
crores of  rupees every year.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Kendrapara, July 16: The
Kendrapara Collector has issued
show-casue notice to 50 persons
accused of  constructing illegal
commercial (hotels, homestays
and restaurants) and residen-
tial structures on forest land in
Bankual, Durgaprasad Mauzas
and Rajnagar telshil under the
Bhitarkanika National Park
area.

Sources in the Collector’s of-
fice said the notice Saturday was
issued under Section 9 of  the
Odisha Land Unauthorized
Occupation Prevention Act, 1972,
directing them to appear before
the Tehsildar between July 20 and
23. A case of  blockade has also
been filed in the tehsil office
against all the alleged violators.
“The investigation and meas-
urement of  land has been com-
pleted. A report is being pre-
pared. After completion of  the
report, strict action will be taken
against the violators,” said
Suryawanshi Mayur Vikas,
Collector, Kendrapara.

A joint investigation by
Revenue, Forest and Police offi-
cials was launched July 9 fol-
lowing complaints  of  en-
croachment and unauthorized
construction of  hotels in the
fragile eco-sensitive national
park area, home to the endan-
gered salt water crocodile.  

Rajnagar Tehsildar Ajay
Kumar Mohanty, Pattamundai

Tehsildar Panchanan Naik, ACF
Manas Kumar Das,  SDPO
Kshyamasagar Panda, IIC Ajay
Kumar Jena along with police
force started the investigation and
surveyed the revenue and for-
est land. 

Investigations and measure-
ments were carried out in rela-
tion to all the hotels built near
the National Park Gate in Inner
Kanika to Bank Chhak. Sources
said hotel Satyapriya, hotel Red
Crab, hotel Bhitarkanika, and
Kanika Sundari Resort were
found to be built entirely on for-
est land during the investiga-
tion. Along with all the hotels,

survey was also conducted at
residential land in Bankual
Mauza of  private individuals
living with their families for
many years. 

It is pertinent to mention here
that sometime back, locals had
complained to the Collector about
the illegal constructions during
the latter’s visit to Gupti to par-
ticipate in the district-level Van
Mahotsav. 

The Collector had assured
them that a joint investigation
by the Forest and Revenue de-
partments would be conducted
and action would be taken based
on the findings. Afterwards, he

ordered the probe.
During preliminary investi-

gation, it was found that out of
six hotels against which com-
plaints were made, five were
built on forest land. 

While, 'Swad' hotel was on pri-
vate land, the pond and park ad-
jacent to it were found to have
come up on government and for-
est land. 

It was also revealed that hotel
Satyapriya, hotel Red Crab, hotel
Bhitarkanika, and Kanika
Sundari Resort were entirely
built on forest land. The inves-
t ig ating  team found that
Mangrove Pitta Homestay's en-

tire building was constructed
on government land. 

Since these five hotels were
entirely built on government
and forest land, their measure-
ment was not required. The com-
plete building of  Bhitarkanika
Mangrove Homestay was found
to be constructed on its own
leased land. However, the pond
and park behind the hotel were
found to be on government and
forest land during the meas-
urement.

Surya Narayan Lenka, who
owns Swad hotel, said his hotel
was built on ancestral land. He
also claimed to have taken loans
from a bank for its construc-
tion. He welcomed “any action”
by the administration against
the pond and park adjacent to the
hotel as they are on forest land. 

When asked about why he put
up a fence around the pond if
he knew it was unauthorised,
Lenka said, “Crocodiles had en-
tered the pond twice. Therefore,
we were compelled to secure it
for the safety of  tourists.”

Notably, the Bhitarkanika
National Park is increasingly
becoming the first choice for
tourists from both within the
country and abroad visiting the
state. While there are resorts
and cafes inside the national
park managed by the Forest de-
partment for the tourists visit-
ing Bhitarkanika, Homestays
and hotels have sprung up in
the periphery.

Collector issues show-cause notice to 50 persons
ENCROACHMENTS IN BHITARKANIKA NATIONAL PARK

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, July 16: An alleged
nexus between some civic, PWD
officials and a private contrac-
tor from Delhi is said to have
resulted in brazen digging on
some of  the arterial roads in
the district headquarters town
here for laying pipelines to sup-
ply natural gas.

The alleged unauthorised work
is going on all over the town
right under the nose of  the ad-
ministration, much to the in-
convenience of  the citizens and
no action has been initiated
against the violators so far.

According to reports, the
Bharat Petroleum Corporation
Ltd (BPCL) had applied to the
Keonjhar Municipality seeking
license and permission to start
piped natural gas supply to house-
holds for cooking purposes in
the district headquarters town.
After obtaining permission, the
pipe laying work is being car-
ried out through New Delhi-
based contractors, Vichitra
Construction Pvt. Ltd. 

From the letter issued for the
purpose (2129/18-3-2023), it is learnt
that the contractor had deposited
the estimated ̀ 19, 55, 710 and fur-
nished bank guarantee of  ̀ 29,33,565
with the municipality for laying
of  195.571 km-long pipeline for
the supply of  natural gas. 

However, it is alleged that the
pipelines are being laid indis-
criminately by throwing the con-
ditions laid down by the mu-
nicipality to the wind. According
to the conditions, before laying
the pipelines, the contractor
should obtain necessary per-
mission from the concerned de-
partment, prioritise protecting
private and public property as
well as the issues concerning
the general public. Likewise, the
conditions make it imperative for
the firm to be held liable in case
of  any accident or mishap. The
municipal authorities are em-
powered to cancel the permission
to the contractor in case the con-
ditions laid down in the agree-
ment are violated.

However, though the pipe lay-
ing work started alongside var-

ious roads of  the municipality
in June 2024, no permission has
been obtained from the Public
Works Department (PWD) which
is in charge of  maintaining these
roads. Sources said the action of
the construction company in ar-
bitrarily carrying out works
and, thereby, damaging the roads
stands in clear violation of  the
conditions. 

Therefore, local activists have
demanded the municipality to
cancel permission to the firm im-
mediately on account of  its fail-
ure to abide by the terms of  work.

It is alleged that because of  pa-
tronage by some corrupt munic-
ipal and PWD officials to the con-
tractor, no action against the
defiance has been initiated so far.

Meanwhile,  PWD
Superintendent Engineer
Santosh Behera, who is in charge
of  roads, said the company has
not taken any permission from
the department to lay pipelines.

“Since they don’t have any
permission, action will be taken
against them (contractor) if  at
all they are carrying out the
work,” he said.

On the other hand, Bhupen
Tandel, supervisor of  the pipe
laying company, claimed that
no illegality has been committed.
“Work at present is not being
carried out on roads belonging
to the PWD. The department has
been informed. Work will proceed
after depositing the necessary
money,” he said.

Municipal  Engineer,
Keonjhargarh Municipality,
Sangram Behera said that though
the civic body had given per-
mission to the contractor to
carry out works, “it is neces-
sary that they should also take
permission from PWD”. 

“Actions will be taken if  there
are violations,” he said.

Meanwhile, Superintending
Engineer (R&B) Tuesday issued
a show-cause notice to BPCL for
undertaking the ‘unauthorised’
gas pipe line works without ob-
taining the required permission
for the purpose. He also directed
BPCL to repair the damaged
roads in consultation with de-
partment engineers.

Keonjhar: Brazen road 
digging for gas pipeline 

Two killed in
Baripada 
road mishap
POST NEWS NETWORK

Baripada, July 16: Two per-
sons were killed after a truck
rammed into a scooter on which
they were riding on NH-18 near
Palabani bypass of  Baripada
town in Mayurbhanj district
Monday.

The deceased were identified
as Sundar Mohan Murmu,42,
and Braja Mohan Hansdah, 42 -
both residents of  Sirisbani vil-
lage under Sadar police limits. 

According to reports, around
midnight the duo was return-
ing home on a scooter on the
wrong side of  the highway when
the driver of  a speeding cargo
truck coming from the opposite
direction lost control over the ve-
hicle while descending from an
over bridge near Palabani by-
pass. The vehicle ran over the
scooter, killing the rider and the
pillion on the spot. The driver of
the truck fled the spot along with
the vehicle after the incident.

Following the accident, move-
ment of  vehicles on the national
highway halted for some time.

On being informed, the police
reached the accident spot and
sent the bodies to PRM Medical
College and Hospital at Baripada
for post-mortem. An investiga-
tion has been launched into the
incident.

Sources meanwhile said that
the bypass cross-section has be-
come an accident hotspot due
to a foreign liquor shop, located
on the roadside. People access the
shop by driving in the wrong di-
rection on the highway, leading
to accidents. 

Locals alleged that even after
repeated demands for construc-
tion of  an underpass at the entry
point of  Palabani for safe passage,
no action has yet been taken. As
a result many precious lives are
being lost to road mishaps.

‘Rutuka Chhatu’: Traders make hay as collectors get pittance

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, July 16: With dengue
fever raising its ugly head in
Sundargarh district, the Public
Health department of  Rourkela
Steel Plant (RSP) has launched a
comprehensive campaign to pre-
vent the spread of  the vector-
borne disease in the steel township.

Anti-dengue drive is being
carried out on war footing at
present. The drive gathered
steam after the entire Sector-14
area was found to be the hotspot
for the dreaded disease.  

To combat mosquito breed-
ing, anti-larva sprays are being
administered in water-logged
areas of  the city, including slums.
Additionally, anti-adult sprays (in-
door sprays) are being carried out
at residential quarters on a proac-
tive basis, targeting the prime af-
fected areas. The spray has been

completed in ‘A’ and ‘B’ Blocks of
Sector 14, and is currently going
on in Sector-13 ‘A’ Block.

Moreover, the captive town-
ship of  RSP (Sector area) is being
sanitized by clearing wild bushes
and shrubs which grow rapidly
with the onset of  monsoon, and
are found to be breeding spots for
Aedes aegyptian mosquito which
are carriers of  dengue virus.
Similarly, pruning of  trees is
also going on.

Meanwhile, intensive health
education and awareness pro-
grams are also going on in full

swing. Leaflets on dengue and
chikungunya are being dis-
tributed and announcement
over public address systems
are going on in both steel city
and slum areas. 

Awareness talks have been or-
ganised in Ispat English Medium
School, Ispat Vidya Mandir, and
Guru Teg Bahadur school, while
plans are afoot to extend these
talks to other schools as well. 

At this moment, five dengue
patients have been admitted to
the male medical ward of  Ispat
General Hospital (IGH). 

RSP steps up anti-dengue measures

FIGHT FOR RIGHTS: Residents of Lakshmi Dunguri area under Sambalpur Metropolitan Corporation protesting in front of the Collector’s Office demand-
ing immediate halt of evictions during monsoons, Tuesday OP PHOTO

RAJNAGAR: People in this sleepy town of Kendrapara
district were in for a shock to find a three-ft-long baby
crocodile perched atop a utility pole on the fringes of the
Bhitarkanika National Park, Tuesday evening. The unusual
sight of the little reptile managing to scale the 25-ft-tall
concrete pole and holding onto the cable railings to
maintain balance triggered instant public curiosity. A
video of the baby crocodile emerging from the Patashala
river, flowing inside the national park, and climbing on the
electric pole went viral on social media. In the video, it is
seen that the crocodile, after emerging from the river,
crossed a road and climbed the utility pole located close
to it.  As the reptile climbed the pole, onlookers were seen
shouting and throwing stones at it. Significantly, despite
the best efforts put in by locals to bring the baby
saltwater crocodile down, it remained stay put when reports last came in. It
is worth mentioning here that the crocodile breeding season in the
mangrove marshes of the park is presently on. Saltwater crocodiles, 
known as ‘Baula Kumbhira’, have made 114 nests this year. 

Miscreants loot `50k from
Jana Seva Kendra owner
Sundargarh: Armed miscreants
allegedly looted `50,000 from the
owner of a Jana Seva Kendra at
Birangatoli under Kutra police

limits in the
district, Tuesday.
According to
information, two
unidentified
miscreants came
on a Pulsar bike
and parked the

vehicle in front of the Jana Seva
Kendra. They then barged into the
centre and threatened to kill the
owner of the centre by brandishing
a gun at him.  They then took away
`50,000 cash from the victim before
fleeing. Later, a complaint in this
regard was registered at Kutra
police station by the victim. Police
went to the crime scene afterwards
and launched an investigation into
the incident.

Baby croc climbs utility pole



THIS DAY IN HISTORY

power post P6

T he Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, self-styled advocate
of  “illiberal democracy,” is now on a difficult and dangerous mis-
sion. He is trying to make the impossible possible by trying to

reach out to Russian President Vladimir Putin, China’s President Xi
Jinping and Far-Right forces of  Europe from his position within the
European Union. Since taking over the six-month rotating presidency
of  the Council of  the European Union (EU) recently, he is acting true
to his reputation as a pro-Putin autocrat. His regime is marked by
suppression of  free speech and authoritarian rule. In this respect he
is beholden to Russia and China. At the same time he is an admirer of
former US President Donald Trump for the latter’s politics of  intolerance
and hatred for immigrants. As the new president of  the Council he has
embarked on a diplomatic tour which he calls “peace mission” in
Ukraine.

But, this initiative proves to be problematic for his EU partners for
two reasons. First, he has no mandate for it. It is his own idea and for
this very reason it is suspect. Secondly, it pays no heed to the restric-
tions imposed by the Western powers on Russia and on their relations
with Putin for his invasion of  Ukraine. Putin is also under an arrest
warrant from the International Criminal Court (ICC) for war crimes.
This has made it all the more important for Putin to get international
attention by being seen with leaders of  friendly countries in Moscow.
Interestingly, Putin cannot set foot on foreign soils that are under the
ICC jurisdiction and as such are bound to execute the arrest warrant.
A few weeks back he had travelled to North Korea where he was wel-
comed with open arms. 

What has irked EU member countries is that a few days after his stopover
in Kyiv, Orban showed the gumption to first meet Putin in Moscow, then
Jinping in Beijing and finally Trump at his Mar-a-Lago residence in
Florida. It was indeed a remarkable whistle-stop tour.

On July 11, as soon as the NATO summit organised in Washington
by US President Joe Biden ended, Orban rushed to see Trump. He
seems to have a special chemistry with Trump as is borne out by the
fact that this was his second visit to Trump in the current year. He had
already described the former Republican president as a “man of  hon-
our” after his conviction in one of  the many legal cases he is facing. 

Hungary has the distinction of  being a member of  both the EU and
NATO. Orban has astutely used this advantage to the hilt to serve the
interests of  Putin and Xi, considered as more or less masked enemies
and adversaries of  the two institutions. As such, this tour can be seen
as contrary to European interests.

Orban is also propelled by his self-interest to refurbish his image back
in his own country which got dented following his party’s setback in
the European elections. He intends to convince the electorate at home
that he is not as isolated as his detractors claim. As part of  his strat-
egy to project himself  as an acceptable figure in Europe he has taken
the main initiative to form a new group in the European Parliament
called the Patriots of  Europe. Such a bloc brings together several Far-
Right parties. The group to be chaired by Jordan Bardella, the presi-
dent of  the Rassemblement National of  France, will be the third-
largest in the European Parliament.

However, members of  the European Parliament have voiced their con-
cern over the development. In a letter addressed to European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen and others, 63 MEPs have demanded
Hungary’s EU voting rights be stripped after its Prime Minister’s trips
to Russia and China. They have stated Orban “has already caused sig-
nificant damage by exploiting and abusing the role of  the Council
Presidency.”

The whole episode shows how the tussle between liberal and auto-
cratic forces in the developed countries is acquiring new dimensions.

H ere are three signs that
you’re a global superstar:
(1) You have more than

100 million Instagram follow-
ers; (2) your concerts sell out in
seconds; and (3) you’ve performed
at an Ambani wedding.

The Ambanis are Asia’s rich-
est family, worth more than
$122 billion. To put that in per-
spective, Mukesh and Nita
Ambani are rich enough to buy
a copy of  “Crazy Rich Asians,”
as well as movie popcorn, for
every single person on earth.
They live in a 27-story build-
ing in Mumbai, a home that
has three helipads, a 160-car
garage, swimming pool and
movie theatre. About 600 people
are employed at their home, in-
c l u d i n g  m o re  ch e f s  t h a n
Norwegian Cruise Line.

Mukesh and Nita have thrown
lavish weddings for all three of
their children, spending thou-
sands of  crores to ensure that
celebrities and well-known fig-
ures show up, including Priyanka
Chopra, Ivanka Trump, David
Beckham and Hillary Clinton.

Their daughter, Isha, mar-
ried Anand Piramal in 2018, and
the singer at one of  the pre-

wedding events was someone
named Beyoncé. You may have
heard of  her. She and her back-
ground singers treated guests to
a “mini-concer t .”  Having
Beyoncé perform a “mini-con-
cert” at your child’s pre-wed-
ding is like getting the Pope to
perform a “mini-blessing” at
your child’s pre-baptism.

Before the sangeet ceremony
with Beyoncé, Isha and Anand
had an engagement ceremony
at Lake Como in Italy. Guests at
the engagement ceremony, in-
cluding a number of  Bollywood
stars, got a performance from a
true LEGEND. 

Yes, John Legend sang at the
ceremony. “Cause all of  me, loves
all of  you, love your curves and
all your edges, all your perfect im-
perfections,” he crooned, sere-
nading Isha with his hit song
“All of  Me,” while her attendants
and makeup artists scrambled
around to see if  they had missed
any “imperfections.” 

The following year, when Isha’s
twin brother, Akash, tied the
knot with Shloka Mehta, the per-
formers at a pre-wedding cele-
bration in St. Moritz, Switzerland,
included Chris  Mar tin  of

Coldplay and The Chainsmokers.
For another pre-wedding cere-
mony in Mumbai, Maroon 5 per-
formed some of  their hits, in-
cluding “Girls Like You,” “Moves
Like Jagger” and “Sugar.” 

This year, 2024, has been all
about the third scion, Anant. He
and pharmaceutical heiress
Radhika Merchant have spent
almost the entire year getting
married. It began with an en-
gagement party in January
that Bollywood stars such as
Ranveer Singh and Deepika
Padukone attended. Then came
a pre-wedding party in March
that included choreographed
dancing from Salman Khan,
Shah Rukh Khan, Aamir Khan
and probably Imran Khan too.
(Genghis Khan was a no-show.)
Someone named Rihanna also
performed.

Two months later, another pre-
wedding party was held on a
four-day European cruise from
Palermo to Rome. Performers
during the cruise and several
stops included Backstreet Boys,
Pitbull, David Guetta, Katy Perry
and Andrea Bocelli. It was truly
a historic cruise, the first time
a cruise ship has permitted a

Pitbull on board.
In early July, Canadian singer

Justin Bieber added his name
to the list of  stars who have ac-
cepted bundles of  cash to perform
at an Ambani wedding. Singing
at the sangeet ceremony, Bieber
entertained guests with hits such
as “Sorry,” “What Do You Mean,”
and “Baby.”

Anant and Radhika got mar-
ried on 12 July, and performers
at the celebration included AR
Rahman, Sonu Nigam and
Shreya Ghoshal. Soon they’ll be
off  on their honeymoon, and it
might finally be Anant’s turn to
perform. Perhaps he will sere-
nade Radhika with his rendi-
tion of  “Sugar.” 

Bieber was reportedly paid
about $10 million to perform at
the sangeet ceremony.

“Name your price, Justin.”
“$10 million.”
“Done. The money is on its

way.”
“Wait, did I say $10 million? I

meant to say $20 million. India
is a long flight away.”

“Sorry. We had a deal.”
“But I …”
“Sorry, Justin. Is it too late to

say I’m sorry?”

WHAT THE LEFT NEEDS
R

ecent  e lect ions  in
France and the United
Kingdom, together with
America’s current pres-

idential campaign, reflect the
dilemmas left-leaning parties
confront as they try to fashion
new identities and present cred-
ible alternatives to the far right.
It was the far right that first
capitalised on the backlash to ne-
oliberalism and hyper-globali-
sation that grew in the after-
math of  the 2008 global financial
crisis. A decade ago, one could
justifiably complain about the
“abdication of  the left.”

To their credit, leftist parties
are in a better position today. The
Labour Party in Britain has
just won in a landslide, ending
14 years of  Conservative rule.
The left-wing New Popular
Front (NFP) coalition in France
has a far better chance to stop
the rise of  the far right than the
centrist forces allied with
President Emmanuel Macron.
US President Joe Biden has
taken his country into un-
charted territory with new in-
dustrial and green policies,
though he lags behind Donald
Trump in the polls.

As the Democrats’ difficul-
ties in the United States indicate,
there is still considerable work
to be done for the left. Biden’s age
and evident failure to convince
the public of  his mental fitness
is a big part of  the problem.
But so is the mixed message
Democrats have been sending
about what they really stand
for and who they represent.

This is a problem that afflicts
other parties of  the left as well.
As Thomas Piketty has shown,
leftist parties have become un-
moored from their traditional
working-class base and veered
toward the educated elite.

The left has yet to forge an
identity that is fit for current re-
alities. How should they repo-
sition themselves? Should they
focus on redistribution, as the
NFP in France appears to have
done? Should they uphold fiscal
responsibility, like the UK’s
Labour Party? Should they em-
brace industrial policies à la
Biden, and to what purpose?
How should they handle issues
such as immigration, the envi-

ronment, or transgender rights,
on which the cultural elite hold
very different views from the
general public?

If  the left is to regain politi-
cal strength, it must return to
its roots and once again repre-
sent the interests of  working
people. This means focusing
squarely on good, secure, pro-
ductive jobs for workers without
a bachelor’s degree. The in-
crease in economic insecurity,
the erosion of  the middle class,
and the disappearance of  good
jobs in lagging regions were at
the heart of  the rise of  right-
wing populism. Only by re-
versing these trends can the left
present a credible alternative.

The difficulty is that old strate-
gies will not work. Unionised
workers in manufacturing
formed the core of  support for
leftist parties in the decades fol-
lowing World War II. They were
also the foundation of  the mid-
dle class.

Today manufacturing em-
ploys an ever-smaller share of
workers in the US and Europe.
The bulk of  the workforce is in
services. When Biden took office
in January 2021, the manufac-
turing share of  US employment
had already shrunk to 8.5 per
cent. Today it is below 8.2 per

cent, despite all his adminis-
tration’s efforts to revitalise
manufacturing. Some European
countries, such as Germany,
have higher shares of  manu-
facturing employment, but none
has managed to avoid a decline
over time.

Parties of  the left have not
yet fully faced this fact. None
of  their talk about reshoring,
competitiveness, digitalisation,
and the green transition sounds
realistic when it comes to jobs.
Nor does protectionism against
China. Strategies that focus
on manufacturing have con-
siderably less political appeal
when most workers are not in
manufacturing and have no re-
alistic prospect of  being em-
ployed there.

Redistributive policies also
have problems. There is a strong
argument for making tax sys-
tems more progressive and in-
creasing tax rates on top in-
come earners. Higher social
transfers and better social in-
surance would help, especially
in the US, where social safety
nets remain weak. But income
transfers do not compensate
workers for the loss of  dignity
and social recognition that ac-
company the disappearance of
good jobs. Nor do they repair

the breakdown in social and
community life that ensues
when factories close or move
elsewhere.

What the left needs, then, is
a credible programme of  cre-
ating good, productive jobs
throughout the economy – es-
pecially in lagging regions and
for workers with less than a
university education. The rep-
resentative target of  such a
programme is not an auto or
steel worker, but a care or re-
tail worker.

Moreover, labour-friendly
innovation must be at the cen-
ter of  the programme. Boosting
wages and jobs at the same
time requires organisational
and technological innovations
that enhance the productivity
of  less-educated workers.
Unlike automation and other
forms of  labour-saving tech-
nologies, labour-friendly in-
novations help ordinary work-
ers perform a greater range of
more complicated tasks. Digital
tools that confer expertise are
an example.

Because innovation and pro-
ductivity are central to this
agenda, the requisite policies
look like successful industrial
policies of  old. We could call
them industrial policies for serv-
ices or, better still, productive
policies for labour. They build
on existing local cross-sectoral
partnerships and national in-
novation programmes, but with
a focus on labour-absorbing
services and technologies that
are complementary to less-ed-
ucated labour. My colleagues
and I have sketched variants of
such programs for the US,
France, and Britain.

A new left must confront head-
on both the new structure of  the
economy and the productivity
imperative. Only then will it
turn into the genuine politi-
cal movement of  the future
and a credible alternative to
the far right.

The writer, Professor of
International Political

Economy at Harvard
Kennedy School, is President

of  the International
Economic Association. 
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A new left must confront head-on both the new
structure of the economy and the productivity

imperative. Only then will it turn into the genuine
political movement of the future and a credible

alternative to the far right

Hiking trip

Sherlock Holmes and Matthew
Watson were on a camping and

hiking trip.
They had gone to bed and were lying
there looking up at the sky. Holmes
said, "Watson, look up. What do you
see?
"Well, I see thousands of stars."

"And what does that mean to you?"
"Well, I guess it means we will have
another nice day tomorrow. What
does it mean to you, Holmes?"
"To me, it means someone has stolen
our tent."

The Divine Truth is greater than
any religion or creed or scripture
or idea or philosophy.

SRI AUROBINDO

IF THE LEFT IS
TO REGAIN
POLITICAL

STRENGTH, IT
MUST RETURN
TO ITS ROOTS

AND ONCE
AGAIN 

REPRESENT THE
INTERESTS OF

WORKING 
PEOPLE

Dani Rodrik

WISDOM CORNER
Treat those who are good with goodness, and also treat those who
are not good with goodness. Thus goodness is attained. Be honest to
those who are honest, and be also honest to those who are not
honest. Thus honesty is attained.

LAO TZU

It is the greatest mistake to think that man is always one and the
same. A man is never the same for long. He is continually changing.
He seldom remains the same even for half an hour.

GEORGE GURDJIEFF

A man can be himself only so long as he is alone, and if he does not
love solitude, he will not love freedom, for it is only when he is alone
that he is really free.

ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER

POLITICS

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

HAVING BEYONCÉ
PERFORM A 

‘MINI-CONCERT’ AT
YOUR CHILD’S 

PRE-WEDDING IS
LIKE GETTING THE

POPE TO PERFORM
A ‘MINI-BLESSING’

AT YOUR CHILD’S
PRE-BAPTISM

Melvin Durai

Unanswered questions

Sir, Less than a week since Donald Trump’s right ear was grazed
by a gunman’s bullet at a campaign in Pennsylvania, a complete
picture of  the 20-year-old Thomas Matthew Crooks, who tried to as-
sassinate the former president, is yet to emerge, and details of
what led to the stunning event remain ambiguous. But there are
some intriguing and engrossing questions that arise: 1) Why did
a nursing home aide try to kill Trump when he had no criminal record,
no known history of  any mental illness and was not known to the
FBI prior to this incident?  2) Why the building, which is only
around a few hundred yards away from where Trump was speak-
ing, wasn’t monitored strictly? 3) How and why was the shooter per-
mitted to ascend to the roof  of  a building just outside the rally perime-
ter, but still close enough to allow a clean shot at Trump? These are
crucial questions that naturally will linger in everyone’s mind.
Meanwhile, the US law enforcement will certainly have a tough time,
drilling down into the precise motive of  the dead gunman, who had
a soft and unsuspecting look with his eye-glasses. 

Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI 

Shifting political winds 

Sir, The recent Assembly bypolls may not have been critical
for the survival of  state governments in Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.
However, the results were highly anticipated as a potential
indicator of  the shifting political winds, especially after the na-
tional elections where the BJP saw a reduced tally and the
Congress-led INDIA bloc significantly increased its presence
in the Lok Sabha. In these by-elections, the Congress and its
allies achieved significant victories, winning 10 out of  13 seats.
The BJP secured only two seats, with an independent candi-
date winning in Bihar. While these results do not necessarily
signal a nationwide trend, the BJP’s below-par performance
should be a concern for the ruling party at the Centre. The
Congress and its partners in the INDIA bloc celebrated their
success. Congress won two seats each in Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh, the TMC secured all four seats in West
Bengal, AAP won in Punjab, and DMK in Tamil Nadu.

Bishal Kumar Saha, MURSHIDABAD
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1902: American mechanical engineer Willis Carrier completed drawings for
what would became the first modern air conditioner.

1918: The Carpathia, the ocean liner that rescued the survivors of the Titanic
in 1912, was sunk by a German U-boat during World War I.

1918: Former Russian tsar Nicholas II and his family were executed by
Bolsheviks.

1936: A well-planned uprising by Nationalist rebels against the Republican
government of Spain began this day in 1936, sparking a bloody civil war that
lasted until 1939, when the Nationalists and Francisco Franco assumed
power.

1945: The Potsdam Conference begins. The heads of the US, the UK, and
USSR met in Potsdam to discuss the terms of the German and Japanese
surrenders, and to make post-war plans.

1955: Disneyland opens its doors for the first time. The popular theme park
(“The Happiest Place on Earth”) was opened by Walt Disney in Anaheim,
California.

1976: Indonesia annexes East Timor and declares it its 27th province. This
was the culmination of an 8-month long Indonesian invasion and occupation
of the Southeast Asian country that began just after East Timor declared its
independence from Portugal in November, 1975.

1996: TWA flight 800 crashed into the Atlantic Ocean off the coast of Long
Island, killing all 230 people on board; a U.S. government inquiry determined
that a mixture of fuel and air had ignited accidentally within a fuel tank,
though others believe the jetliner was shot down by a missile.

The pre-wedding singers

Mission Impossible

IN JEST

WEDNESDAY | JULY 17 | 2024 | BHUBANESWAR

THIS



c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

UTTAR PRADESH

P7
UTTARAKHAND

WEDNESDAY | JULY 17 | 2024 | BHUBANESWAR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bareilly (UP), July 16: The
Ittehad-e-Millat Council (IMC)
has sought permission from the
Bareilly district administration
to conduct mass marriage of
men and women of  other reli-
gions who have converted to
Islam. The Hindu leaders have
opposed the proposed event.

At the same time, the police
claimed that strict action will
be taken against anyone who
organises any programme with-
out the permission of  the district
administration and tries to spoil
the atmosphere.

Talking to media persons here
Monday, IMC chief  Maulana
Tauqeer Raza Khan said, “The
marriage of  men and women
who have conver ted from
Hinduism to Islam will be con-
ducted and in the first phase,
five couples will get married, in
which the men and women will
complete the process of  con-
version and embrace each other.”

“The mass marriage ceremony
will be held July 21 at 11 am in
Khalil Higher Secondary School.
Permission has also been sought
from the administration for this,”
he added.  Bareilly Senior
Superintendent of  Police (SSP)
Anurag Arya said an applica-
tion was submitted to the city
magistrate for permission of  the
‘nikaah’ (wedding) programme
related to religious conversion.
A report has been sought from the

concerned police station area
and from the Intelligence Unit re-
garding the matter, he said.

“The people of  Bareilly city
and rural areas have been as-
sured that no one will be allowed
to play with the law and order.
If  anyone organises any pro-
gramme without the permis-
sion of  the district administra-
tion and tries to spoil the
atmosphere, strict legal action
will be taken,” the SSP added.

Meanwhile, Bareilly City
Magistrate Rajiv Shukla said IMC
in-charge Nadeem Qureshi has
given a letter July 11 on behalf  of
the organisation and seeking per-
mission to organise the pro-
gramme. Khan claims that he
has received applications from
23 young men and women who
want to convert to Islam for
“nikaah”. These include eight

boys and 15 girls. They have al-
ready decided their relation-
ships, he said.

“Along with their ‘nikaah’, the
formal process of  conversion also
has to be completed. Under this,
five of  these couples have been se-
lected in the first phase,” he said.
However, Khan did not give any
information regarding the num-
ber of  Hindu men and women
who want to convert to Islam.

According to him, the iden-
tity of  these men and women is
not being revealed, as they will
be harassed. The administration
should make all the boys and
girls talk to each other, he said.

The maulana also said the ad-
ministration should not have
any objection to this because
the men and women are not
doing anything illegal.

The Uttar Pradesh Prohibition
of  Unlawful Conversion of
Religion Act, 2021 provides for
prohibition of  unlawful con-
version from one religion to an-
other by misrepresentation,
force, undue influence, coercion,
allurement or by any fraudu-
lent means or by marriage.

At the same time, the police claimed that strict action will be taken against 
anyone who organises any programme without the permission of the district

administration and tries to spoil the atmosphere
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Dehradun, July 16: A self-
styled godman has allegedly
built an unauthorised temple in
the Suderdhunga river valley
close to a sacred lake originating
from a glacier in Uttarakhand’s
Bageshwar district, angering
locals who have accused him of
desecrating the lake by bathing
in it.

According to officials, Baba
Chaitanya Akash alias Aditya
Kailash managed to convince
some locals to help him con-
struct the temple in the eco-sen-
sitive zone by telling them that
he had received divine orders
in a dream to build it.

The matter was referred to
the police for an investigation
after an application was received
from the locals in this regard,
Bageshwar District Magistrate
Anuradha Pal told PTI on the
phone Tuesday.

The road to the spot where the
temple has been built passes
through difficult terrain and re-
mains closed during monsoon,
she said. “The structure made of
wood and stone is a small temple.
It is illegal and built on no man’s
land,” Superintendent of  Police
(SP) Akshay Prahlad Konde said.

It seems that some locals
helped him build the structure

after he told them that he had re-
ceived divine orders to construct
it in a dream. The self-styled
godman has been living in the
temple for the last 10-12 days
and bathing in the sacred lake,
Devi Kund, the SP said.

This has caused resentment
among the residents of  the
nearby villages who feel it is an
act of  desecration.

“The locals revere the lake
and bathe their deities in it once
in a year,” Konde said.

While the self-styled godman
managed to convince some locals
to help him, many others re-
fused to be taken in by his the-
ory and approached the admin-
istration demanding action

against him, the SP said.
“The police are examining the

matter from the law and order
point of  view but as the structure
is located on no man’s land in an
eco-sensitive zone, the Forest
department will have to be in-
volved for any action against
the encroachment,” Konde said.

He said the spot is hard to
reach and it takes two-three days
to reach it from Wancham and
Jatoli -- the last two villages in
the Sunderdhunga river valley.

Konde said the antecedents
of  the self-proclaimed baba are
being looked into. Sources said
the baba keeps changing his
name and appears to be a “man
of  dubious character”.

“He sometimes calls himself
Chaitanya Akash and sometimes
Aditya Kailash. It is difficult to
say which of  the two names is his
real name,” a source told PTI.

He keeps meeting politicians
also. It seems that he came to
stay here after he was denied
shelter  in  Dwarahat  and
Haridwar, another source said.

‘Godman’ illegally builds temple
near sacred lake, probe ordered

The road to the spot
where the temple has
been built passes
through difficult terrain
and remains closed 
during monsoon

The act has sparked 
controversy as the kund,
revered by pilgrims and
locals, is now reportedly

used by the Baba for
bathing, which many 

consider disrespectful and a
violation of the sacred site

AGENCIES

Dehradun, July 16: The re-
search wing of  the Uttarakhand
Forest Department established
Uttarakhand’s first bird gallery
at the Nature Education Centre,
Jolly Grant, in Dehradun July 15.
This gallery showcases high-
resolution ima g es  of
Uttarakhand’s birds, giving vis-
itors an eye-catching display of
the state’s feathery inhabitants. 
Uttarakhand’s avian diversity

Sanjiv Chaturvedi, IFS, Chief
Conservator of  Forest (Research),
said, “Bird Gallery is an attempt
to highlight Uttarakhand’s avian
diversity and promote a greater
appreciation for these unique
species. By educating visitors

about the numerous bird species
and their functions in the ecosys-
tem, the gallery would facilitate
conservation of  these avian
species and create awareness
about these species.”
Highest number of bird species

Uttarakhand has the highest
number of  bird species reported
in India, with over 710 species,
which is more than 50 percent of
the country’s bird species. Some
notable  birds  found in
Uttarakhand include  the
Himalayan Monal, known for
its iridescent plumage and also
serving as the state bird; the
White-capped Redstart, a strik-
ing bird often seen near streams
and rivers; the Himalayan
Griffon, a large vulture found

in high-altitude regions; the
Rufous-bellied Woodpecker, a vi-
brant woodpecker species found
in forests; and the Black-headed
Jay, a colourful and vocal bird
commonly seen in wooded areas. 
Divided into ten dist inctive 
sections

These species are just a few ex-
amples of  the state’s extensive
fauna, making the state a haven
for bird enthusiasts and re-
searchers as well. For visitors’
convenience, the bird images in

the gallery are divided into ten
distinctive sections, each rep-
resenting a different category
of  birds, such as ground forag-
ing birds, raptors, woodpeckers,
water birds, pheasants, migration
birds, arboreal birds, bulguls,
kingfishers, and vultures.
Sophisticated sound system

To enhance the immersive
experience, the gallery has a so-
phisticated sound system that
plays the chirping sounds of
numerous birds, making the

environment more realistic
and active. 
Variety of abandoned bird nests

The gallery also showcases
a variety of  abandoned bird
nests and feathers collected
from time to time by the team
of  the Uttarakhand Forest
Research Wing, giving visitors
a closer look at the unique char-
acteristics of  these incredible
species.

This one-of-a-kind bird gallery
is a groundbreaking move in
wildlife protection and learn-
ing highlighting Uttarakhand’s
commitment to guarding its nat-
ural treasures and sparking a
sense of  awe among guests about
the key part birds play in keep-
ing our environment in balance.

T he establishment  of
Uttarakhand’s first bird gallery
marks a milestone in wildlife
education and conservation ef-
forts, reinforcing the state’s com-
mitment to preserving its natu-
ral heritage and promoting
awareness among the public
about the importance of  avian
diversity in maintaining eco-
logical balance.

Uttarakhand opens its first-ever bird gallery 
This one-of-a-kind bird gallery is a groundbreaking

move in wildlife protection and learning highlighting
Uttarakhand’s commitment to guarding its natural

treasures and sparking a sense of awe among guests
about the key part birds play in keeping our 

environment in balance

Tourists walk near the Taj Mahal as patchy clouds fill the sky, in Agra, Tuesday PTI PHOTO
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Rudraprayag, July 16: The
seers and priests of  Kedarnath
have launched an agitation in
protest against the construction
of  a temple in Delhi replicating
the centuries-old Himalayan
temple in Uttarakhand’s Garhwal
region.

Uttarakhand Chief  Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami had at-
tended the ground breaking and
stone laying ceremony of  the
temple at Hiranki in Burari re-
cently. The stir entered its third
day Monday with the seers and
priests of  the temple holding a
demonstration in Kedarnath in
protest against the construction
of  a replica of  the temple in Delhi.

They shouted slogans against
the state government.

“Constructing a temple in the
name of  Kedarnath Dham in
Delhi is showing disrespect to the
sanctity of  the centuries-old
Himalayan temple revered by
generations of  Hindus,” said
Umesh Posti, who is linked to the
association of  priests  in
Kedarnath.

Devbhoomi Raksha Abhiyan
president Swami Darshan Bharti
alleged it was being done under
a conspiracy and appealed to to
the believers of  Sanatan to stall
the project.

“Misusing the name of  Baba
Kedar is a sin. I appeal to all
sanatanis to wake up and foil
this conspiracy,” he said.

Kedarnath priests
oppose temple’s
replica in Delhi

The priests have sent 
out a strict warning that
if this temple is built in
Delhi, they will break 
the government 
‘brick-by-brick’

UP govt postpones digital
attendance of teachers 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, July 16: The Uttar
Pradesh government Tuesday
decided to suspend its order for
digital attendance of  teachers
till further orders and consti-
tuted a committee to submit its
report on the issue.

Various teachers’ organisa-
tions have been protesting
against the decision and the
Opposition parties, including
the BSP and Samajwadi Party,
supported them.

“The decision to implement
digital attendance of  teachers
has been suspended till further
orders. It has been decided to
form an expert committee to lis-
ten to the problems and sug-
gestions of  the teachers and sub-
mit its report,” an official
statement issued here said.

This committee will include
the Education department offi-
cials, teachers’ union members
and educationists, and will con-
sider all aspects of  education
and give its suggestions for im-
provement. Digital attendance
will be kept suspended till fur-
ther orders. Any further deci-
sion will be taken on the basis of
the committee’s report, it said.

The decision was taken after
a meeting of  Chief  Secretary
Manoj  Kumar Singh with
Education department officials
and teachers’ organisations.

Addressing the meeting, Singh
said providing quality educa-
tion to children is the govern-
ment’s top priority.

“There is a need for transfor-
mational change in the field of
education. Teachers play an im-
portant role in providing qual-
ity education to students. Without
providing good education to chil-
dren, the prime minister’s goal
of  a developed India by 2047 can-
not be achieved,” he said.

In a statement issued in June,

the Yogi Adityanath government
announced plans to digitise all
12 types of  registers in schools
across the state along with im-
plementing a digital attendance
system for both teachers and
students.

Both students and teachers
will be required to mark their at-
tendance using a face recognition
system on tablets, it had said.

This process was set to be im-
plemented statewide starting
July 15, it said.

An expert committee will be formed to look into the
issues of teachers in two months

Mayawati urges
focus on teacher
recruitment
Lucknow: Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
chief Mayawati stated Tuesday that
quality education in government
schools will be ensured not just by
digital attendance systems but by
recruiting an adequate number of
teachers and providing basic facili-
ties in the schools. In a post in Hindi
on X, she alleged that the digital
attendance system for teachers was
imposed hastily without proper
preparation by the BJP-led state gov-
ernment. The newly launched system
is being opposed by the teachers.
“Due to the acute lack of essential
basic facilities in government
schools of Uttar Pradesh, complaints
of their poor conditions have been
common. Instead of making appro-
priate budgetary provisions to prop-
erly address these serious issues, the
government is merely engaging in
superficial actions to divert attention
from them. Is this appropriate?,”
Mayawati said in the post. She added
that “the digital attendance system
for teachers seems to be another
new step by the government that has
been imposed hastily without proper
preparation”. “What is much more
important is the proper and ade-
quate recruitment of teachers along
with the development of basic facili-
ties to ensure high-quality educa-
tion,” the BSP chief said.

The mass marriage 
ceremony will be held
July 21 at 11 am in Khalil
Higher Secondary School

IMC  seeks nod for mass
marriage of converts



c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

P8
WEDNESDAY | JULY 17 | 2024 | BHUBANESWAR

Under this, the road from Ashram
to Bhairon Road T-point on the

major road stretch of the Ring
Road will be upgraded and strengthened.
This initiative is a part of the vision of Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal to provide a
better commuting experience to the people
of the national capital while increasing the
overall connectivity of various areas
ATISHI MARLENA | DELHI PWD MINISTER

Three persons were killed and four others feared dead
after a massive landslide near Shirur village in
Karnataka’s Uttara Kannada district Tuesday, officials
said.  Karnataka Revenue Minister Krishna Byre Gowda
said seven persons, including four members of a family,
were feared killed in the landslide on National Highway 66

LANDSLIDE HITS K’TAKA’S 
UTTARA KANNADA DISTRICT

national
In 1980, (the
then Prime
Minister) 

Indira Gandhi put the
Mandal Commission
in cold storage. In
1990, when it was
accepted, Rajiv Gandhi gave a two-
and-a-half-hour speech and opposed
OBC reservation

AMIT SHAH | UNION HOME MINISTER

of the
day uote 

Our decision is
that whenever
the road

(highway) is opened,
we will move 
towards Delhi

JAGJIT SINGH DALLEWAL | FARMER LEADER

Neither the
provisions of
the reservation

will remain nor social
justice will prevail
under the BJP
government

AKHILESH YADAV | SP PRESIDENT

5 dead as bus
hits tractor 
Mumbai: At least five persons
were killed and 42 injured
when a bus carrying ‘warkaris’
or pilgrims headed for
Pandharpur hit a tractor on
Mumbai-Pune Expressway,
police said Tuesday.  The bus
was ferrying 54 warkaris,
devotees of Lord Vitthal, on
their way to Pandharpur in
Solapur district for Ashadhi
Ekadashi celebrations from
Dombivli near Mumbai.
Notably, tractors are not
allowed on the expressway.
The accident took place
around midnight near 
Panvel in Navi Mumbai,
deputy commissioner of
police Vivek Pansare said. 

Two more kids die
of Chandipura virus 
Ahmedabad: Two more
children died of suspected
Chandipura virus infection in
Gujarat Tuesday, taking the
number of fatalities recorded
in the state so far to eight,
Health Minister Rushikesh
Patel said. With this, the
number of persons infected
from the virus has gone up to
14, and eight of them have
died, he told reporters. 

Docs call off strike 
New Delhi: The Resident
Doctors’ Association of the
GTB Hospital which was on 
an indefinite strike to demand
better security measures in
the wake of a shooting incident
Tuesday called off its stir
following an assurance from
the Delhi government. 
In a development aimed at
addressing security issues, a
meeting was held with Danish
Ashraf, Special Secretary of
Health and Family Welfare,
GNCTD, along with RDA
members, the MD of GTBH,
and other officials.

Kavitha hospitalised
New Delhi: BRS leader K
Kavitha, who is lodged in Tihar
jail here in connection with a
money laundering case, was
taken to Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Hospital after she developed
some gynaecological problem
and high fever Tuesday,
officials said. The 46-year-old
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
leader was brought back to
prison after undergoing some
tests at the hospital, they said.

AP CM meets Shah
New Delhi: Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu met Union Home Minister
Amit Shah here late Tuesday
night, urging for a substantial
fund allocation in the upcoming
Union Budget to address the
state's financial challenges,
sources said.  During the
meeting at Shah's residence,
the Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
president emphasised that
Andhra Pradesh continues to
face the aftermath of the
“unjust bifurcation” in 2014 and
the previous administration’s
“miserable governance,”
according to sources.

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, July 16: The
Commissioner of  Railway Safety
has said the Kanchanjunga
Express accident involving a
goods train was “waiting to hap-
pen” due to lapses at multiple lev-
els in managing train opera-
tions in automatic signal zones,
and “inadequate counselling”
of  loco pilots and station masters.

In its probe report into the
June 17 accident in West Bengal’s
Darjeeling district that left  10 per-
sons dead, including the loco
pilot of  the goods train, the
Commissioner of  Railway Safety
(CRS) also recommended im-

plementation of  the Automatic
T rain-protection system
(KAVACH) on top priority. 

The CRS said wrong paper
authority or T/A 912 to cross
defective signals was issued to the
loco pilot of  the goods train 
involved by authorities con-
cerned. Further, the paper au-
thority didn’t mention the speed
that the goods train driver was
supposed to  fo l low while  
crossing the defective signal. 

The CRS, in its probe, found
that besides the Kanchanjunga
Express and the goods train, five
other trains entered the section
from when the signals turned
defective until the accident hap-

pened on that day.    The CRS
noted  that  only  the
Kanchanjunga Express followed
the norm of  moving at a maxi-
mum speed of  15 kmph and stop-
ping for one minute at each 
defective signal while the rest of
the six trains, including the
goods train involved in the ac-
cident, didn’t follow this norm.

This shows that “action to be
taken when T/A 912 is issued to
them is not clear. Some of  the loco
pilots have followed the 15 kmph
rule while most of  the loco pilots
did not follow this rule. The ab-
sence of  proper authority and
that too without adequate in-
formation created misinterpre-
tation and misunderstanding

about the speed to be followed.”
It said the large number of

signalling failures in automatic
signalling territory is a cause of
concern and should be taken up
with those concerned to improve
the reliability of  the system.

The CRS also said that there
was a shortage of  walkie-talkies
in the Northeast Frontier
Railway (NFR) Zone under whose
jurisdiction the accident took
place and hence the goods train
crew was not issued the “criti-
cal safety equipment”.

In case of  multiple signal fail-
ures, the CRS said there were
three options left with the rail ad-
ministration but they followed
none of  them in total.

The first option was to let the
drivers follow the general rule
under which the loco pilot has
been instructed to stop the train
for one minute at the defective sig-
nal and then proceed with great

caution till the next stop signal.
The second option was that the

drivers should have been issued
a T/A 912 form with a caution
order (mentioning the speed that
the driver should have main-
tained). In the Kanchanjuga
tragedy, the T/A 912 issued to
the goods train crew didn't men-
tion the speed aspect.

The third option was that au-
thorities should have treated that
as a “major signal failure” and fol-
lowed Automatic Block System.
Under the provision, only one
train is allowed to enter between
two stations and till the time the
proceeding train crosses the next
station, no train is permitted to
enter from the first station.

According to the CRS, the con-
trol office at the divisional level
has to be manned by one Senior
Section Engineer, one Junior
Engineer and one helper round-
the-clock in an 8-hour shift.

Kanchanjunga train mishap was waiting to happen: Probe
Considering various lapses on part of the rail 

administration, the CRS said, “Due to improper 
authority and that too without adequate information,

such an incident was an “accident-in-waiting”

ASMITA to create
22,000 books in
Indian languages
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 16: The Ministry
of  Education and the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
launched a project Tuesday to de-
velop 22,000 books in Indian 
languages in the next five years.

The project, titled ASMITA
(Augmenting Study Materials
in Indian Languages through
Translation and Academic
Writing), was launched by Sanjay
Murthy, Secretary, Higher
Education. It is a collaborative
ef fort of  the UGC and the
Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti, a 
high-powered committee under
the ministry, to promote Indian
languages in education.

“Launch of  three landmark
initiatives - -  ASMITA,
Bahubhasha Shabdkosh and Real-
time Translation Architecture,
will give momentum to impart-
ing lear ning in Bharatiya
Bhashas, empowering learners in
their academic pursuits and pre-
serving and promoting India’s
language traditions,” Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
wrote on X. According to UGC
Chairman Jagadesh Kumar, the
project aims at creating a ro-
bust ecosystem for translation
and original book writing in
Indian languages across vari-
ous disciplines within higher
education. “The goal is to produce
1,000 books in 22 languages
within five years, resulting in
22,000 books in Bharatiya
bhasha,” Kumar said.

DAILY GRIND: Porters carry a vegetable sack for delivery at a wholesale
vegetable market in Kolkata, West Bengal PTI PHOTO
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Mumbai ,  July  16 :  T he 
government Tuesday put on hold
the ‘district training program’ 
of  controversial IAS officer Puja
Khedkar as she was summoned
back to  the  Lal  Bahadur 
Shastri National Academy of
Administration for “necessary
action”.

A letter by Maharashtra ad-
ditional chief  secretary Nitin
Gadre said the Mussoorie-based
Lal Bahadur Shastri academy
had decided to put her district
training programme on hold,
and immediately recalled her.

“You are hereby relieved from
the district training programme
of  the state government of
Maharashtra. You are instructed
to join the academy at the earliest
but not later than 23rd July 2024
under any circumstance,” the
letter addressed to Khedkar said.

When contacted, Washim col-
lector Bhuvaneshwari S said
Khedkar was immediately  re-
lieved as ‘super numerary’ 
assistant collector. 

Khedkar, 34, came under the
spotlight after reports about her
alleged demands for  a separate
office and official car and unau-
thorised use of  a beacon on her
private car emerged. She was
subsequently transferred to
Washim from Pune. Earlier in the

day,  a  senior  gover nment 
doctor said she had obtained a
“locomotor disability” certifi-
cate in August 2022.

“She applied for disability cer-
tification about her left limb
knee joint back in 2022. She vis-
ited here for medical examina-
tions and was assessed by mul-
tiple departments,” said Dr
Rajendra Wable, dean of  the gov-
ernment-run Yashwantrao
Chavan Memorial Hospital at
Pimpri near Pune.  “It was found
that she has a seven per cent lo-
comotor disability,” he added.

The certificate, issued August
24, 2022, stated that she had seven
per cent disability in the knee.
Khedkar had earlier submitted
two certificates, provided by the
Ahmednagar District Civil

Hospital in 2018 and 2021, to the
UPSC under the Persons with
Benchmark Disabilities (PwBD)
category.

Additionally, she had applied
for a disability certificate from
the Aundh government hospi-
tal in Pune in August 2022, but
after medical tests her applica-
tion was rejected.

Speaking to reporters in
Washim, Khedkar said she had
been the victim of  a misinfor-
mation campaign.

Fake news was  being  
published about her every day,
she said. 

“Misinformation is being
spread and I am facing a lot of
defamation. I want to request
the media to behave responsi-
bly and not to spread misinfor-

mation,” she said.
She had called women police

personnel to her residence
Monday night as “she had some
work,” the official said while 
responding to a question, with-
out elaborating further.

Khedkar was transferred from
Pune, where she was posted as
assistant collector, to Washim
as a supernumerary assistant
collector after she was first 
accused of  demanding perks
and facilities to which she was
not entitled as a trainee official.

A police official in Pune, mean-
while, said they had received a
letter from the office of  the
Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities. Last week, the Union
government set up a one-mem-
ber committee “to verify the can-
didature” of  Khedkar and sub-
mit a report in two weeks.

Pune Police has also been
searching for her parents in a
criminal  case.  A First
Information Report was regis-
tered against the couple and five
others after a video showed Puja's
mother Manorama Khedkar, a
village sarpanch, allegedly threat-
ening some persons with a gun
over a land dispute.

The Pune police Sunday also
confiscated a luxury car used
by Puja Khedkar for allegedly in-
stalling a red beacon light on it
without any authorisation.

Puja Khedkar’s IAS training put on hold
While Khedkar, whose disability as well as OBC certificates are under the scanner, 

maintained that she was a victim of misinformation and “fake news”, Pune Police said they
would check the authenticity of the disability certificates she had submitted to the UPSC
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New Delhi, July 16: Only half
of  the applications received
under the PM CARES for Children
scheme for COVID orphans were
approved in the three years of
its launch, according to data. 

In the three years since the
launch of  the scheme, about 49
per cent applications were ap-
proved, while others were re-
jected, according to official data.

Launched at the peak of
COVID-19 cases in India, the PM
CARES for Children Scheme is
aimed at supporting children
who lost their parents, a legal
guardian, adoptive parents, or a
surviving parent to the pan-
demic between March 11, 2020 to
May 5, 2023.

According to official data, a
total of  9,331 applications from
613 districts across 33 states and

Union Territories (UTs) were
received under the scheme.

However, only 4,532 applica-
tions from 558 districts in 
32 states and UTs were approved,
while 4,781 applications were
rejected, according to the data.

Among the states, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, and Uttar Pradesh
reported the highest number of
applications, with 1,553, 1,511,
and 1,007 applications, respec-
tively.

Approval rates in these states
stand at 855 applications from
Maharashtra, 210 from Rajasthan
and 467 from Uttar Pradesh.

The scheme’s objective is to en-
sure comprehensive care and
protection of  these children 
in a sustained manner, provid-
ing health insurance, educa-
t ional  empower ment  and 
financial support until they
reach 23 years of  age.

HC restrains Mamata from defaming Governor
Kolkata: The Calcutta High Court Tuesday restrained West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and three others from making any defamatory or incorrect state-
ment against Governor CV Ananda Bose. In an interim order, Justice Krishna Rao said
the matter will be heard again August 14. Bose had filed a defamation suit against
Banerjee, two newly-elected TMC MLAs Sayantika Banerjee and Reyat Hossain
Sarkar and party leader Kunal Ghosh.  Speaking on an imbroglio over oath-taking of
the two new MLAs, Banerjee had made certain comments, over which the governor
moved the defamation suit before the high court. He also prayed for an interim order
restraining them from making any further comment in connection with alleged inci-
dents at Raj Bhavan.  A row had triggered over the venue of the swearing-in ceremo-
ny of two newly elected TMC MLAs last month, as they wanted to be taken oath in
the Assembly, while the governor was in favour of holding it in Raj Bhavan.

PM CARES FOR CHILDREN SCHEME

Half of applications 
rejected in 3 years
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New Delhi, July 16: The CBI has
arrested two more persons 
including a key accused in the
NEET-UG paper leak case who
allegedly stole the paper from a
National Testing Agency’s trunk
in Hazaribagh in Jharkhand, 
officials said Tuesday.

The agency has arrested Pankaj
Kumar alias Aditya, a 2017-batch
civil engineer from the National
Institute of  Technolog y
Jamshedpur, who allegedly stole
the NEET-UG paper from the NTA
trunk in Hazaribagh, the officials
said. Kumar, a resident of  Bokaro,
was arrested from Patna, they
said. The CBI has also arrested one
Raju Singh from Hazaribagh who
allegedly helped Kumar in 
stealing the paper, they said.

Singh was arrested after de-
tailed questioning, the officials
said, adding the agency also
“temporarily sealed” one Raj
Guest House in Hazaribagh in
connection with the case.

The agency has already ar-
rested  from Hazariba gh
Jamaluddin Ansari, a journalist
with a Hindi newspaper, and
Oasis School’s principal Ehsanul

Haque and vice principal Imtiaz
Alam. Haque and Alam were re-
portedly designated as coordi-
nators by the NTA in the dis-
trict.  The Economic Offence
Wing (EOU) of  Bihar Police had
earlier said in a statement that
the leaked NEET-UG question
paper was allegedly obtained
from Oasis School in Hazaribagh
by the notorious Sanjeev Kumar
alias Lutan Mukhiya solver gang.

It had said investigators
matched a partially burnt ques-
tion paper recovered from the
Patna safe house with the ref-
erence question paper provided
by the NTA, confirming the leak's
origin.  However, it could not
clearly establish who was be-
hind the alleged leakage of  the
paper, the officials said.

In interviews with media,
Haque maintained that the box
carrying the question papers
did not open because its digital
lock, which was supposed to un-
lock automatically, had mal-
functioned. Following this, he
had contacted the NTA, which
asked him to use a cutter to open
the box.  The CBI, which is prob-
ing the alleged irregularities in
the medical entrance exam, has
registered six FIRs. The FIR
from Bihar pertains to leakage
of  paper while the remaining
from Gujarat, Rajasthan and
Maharashtra are linked to im-
personation of  candidates and
cheating.  The agency’s own FIR
on a reference from the Union
Education Ministry pertains to
a “comprehensive investigation”
into the alleged irregularities
in the NEET-UG 2024.

NEET-UG is conducted by the
NTA for admissions to MBBS,
BDS, AYUSH and other related
courses in government and 
private institutions. 

This year, the exam was con-
ducted May 5 at 4,750 centres in
571 cities, including 14 abroad.
More than 23 lakh candidates
had appeared for the test. 

NEET-UG
PAPER
LEAK

Key accused among 
2 more held by CBI

With the two arrests, the total number of persons arrested in connection
with cases pertaining to leakage, impersonation and other irregularities

in the medical entrance exam has now reached 14

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
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I think he (Rahul) is a much more
mature person (now). I knew him
as a young man during his days at

Trinity College... the college where I studied
and later became its Master. He (Rahul)
visited me at that time and he came across
as someone who was unclear about what
he wanted to do. Politics didn't seem to
appeal to him then
AMARTYA SEN | NOBEL LAUREATE ECONOMIST PROFESSOR

PUC centres at petrol pumps in 
Delhi remained shut for the second
consecutive day Tuesday as part of 
a strike by petrol dealers to express
dissatisfaction over the proposed hike
in the pollution certificate charges

PUC CENTRES IN 
DELHI REMAIN SHUT 
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It is a complete
failure of the
Modi

government...they
are not able to
control terrorism

ASADUDDIN OWAISI | AIMIM CHIEF

of the
day uote 

Inland
waterway is a
new thing for

Nagaland and we
have to fully
participate to avail
the benefit

SARBANANDA SONOWAL | UNION PORTS,
SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS MINISTER

The BJP will
form a double-
engine

government again in
Jharkhand by
uprooting the current
dispensation

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | ASSAM CM

national

Mihir Shah sent to
judicial custody 
Mumbai: A Mumbai court
Tuesday sent Mihir R Shah,
the prime accused in the
BMW hit-and-run case in
which a fisherwoman was
killed July 7, to 14 days
judicial custody.  Shah, 24,
the son of ruling Shiv Sena
leader Rajesh Shah, was
produced before a court
after his six-day police
custody ended, and now he
has been sent to judicial
custody till July 30. 

Chargesheet filed
against Bibhav 
New Delhi: The Delhi Police
Tuesday filed its 500-odd
page chargesheet against
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s aide Bibhav Kumar
in the alleged assault of 
AAP MP Swati Maliwal. The
charge sheet was filed before
Metropolitan Magistrate
Gaurav Goyal who also
extended the judicial custody
of Kumar till July 30.  Kumar
is accused of assaulting Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) Rajya
Sabha MP Maliwal May 13
here at the Chief Minister’s
official residence.  

Search op launched in
Poonch, Rajouri, Samba
Jammu:  A ground and aerial
search operation was launched
by the security forces following
suspected movement in the
Poonch, Rajouri, and Samba
districts here Tuesday, officials
said.  Troops are already on high
alert along the border.  A search
operation was launched by the
Indian Army and Special
Operation Group, or SOG, after
information was received about
the spotting of suspicious
movement of two people near
the Betaar River.  Backed by drones,
a search operation involving
police, CRPF and the army was
launched in the border area of
Nowshera in Rajouri district.

SHORT TAKES

The entire point 
of formal education
in India was to get
jobs. 
Even IITs/IIMs are
struggling to place. 
When people can’t

find reliable jobs, they take gap years---
start preparing for exams. Hoping that
their formal degree certificates would
help in interviews. Now, it turns out
even these exams are rigged. And, peo-
ple with fake certificates are winning.
Honestly, as a common person you can’t
do much. What can however be done is:
that if you are a hardworking middle
class student, you should start building
money making skills. On top of this: get
degrees in professions where you can
make a source of income as a 1 person
business. Example would be: CA, Lawyer
etc (for Engineers it is tough). This is my
personal take. Now everyone is entitled
to their opinions.

@Akshat_World

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 16: Twenty-four
plastic surgeries were conducted
at the RML Hospital in as many
hours as part of  an OT Marathon
organised to mark the World
Plastic Surgery Day.

The OT Marathon, which
began at 9 am Monday and con-
tinued for 24 hours, saw both
new and pending surgeries get-
ting done without affecting emer-
gency cases that needed imme-
diate attention which were dealt
with by a separate team of  
doctors simultaneously, Dr Ajay
Shukla, medical superintendent
of  the hospital said.

The World Plastic Surgery
Day is observed July 15. Dr Samik
Bhattacharya, Department of
Burns, Plastic, Maxillofacial and
Microvascular Surgery at the
hospital said patients whose 
surgeries were postponed and
cases needing immediate care
were chosen.

“The premise was to reduce the
waiting time of  surgery,” said Dr

Bhattacharya.  The surgeries
performed included those for
deformities due to trauma and
burns, acute injuries leading to
skin loss and congenital anom-
alies like cleft-lip and palate, 
removal of  large size birthmarks
and bed sores.

There has been at least 25-30
per cent increase in the num-
ber of  people opting for plastic
surgeries with men forming a

sizeable proportion
among them because of  in-
creased awareness.  T he  
self-awareness of  the popula-
tion has increased in both gen-
ders in urban areas.

“Because of  exposure, movies
and social media, people have
become more conscious about
how they look and appear. So
besides plastic reconstructive
surgeries for trauma and cancer

and burns, these days people ap-
proach for cosmetic improve-
ments which include procedures
such as liposuction, facelift,
breast augmentation, rhino-
plasty. The most common pro-
cedure for which men come is the
removal of  male breasts and for
hair transplant,” he said. With
improved training and avail-

ability of  technology, the
safety in plastic surgery

has improved a lot,
which is another rea-
son for more people
opting for it now, Dr
Bhattacharya said.

“From TV shows to
social  media,  from

movies to advertisements,
the public is bombarded with
information regarding cosmetic
surgery and its impacts.” “And
all such information may not be
based on facts and many are
far from reality. This builds mis-
conceptions and unrealistic ex-
pectations. And it’s imperative
to filter facts form fictions and
present a realistic picture of

cosmetic surgery based on 
scientific knowledge,” Dr
Bhattacharya said.

T he plastic  surgery OT
marathon was also a training ex-
ercise. Such training improves
capacity to handle disasters and
mass casualty. “On an average,
six cases are performed in a
day,” Dr Bhattacharya said.
Plastic surgery is the broad full
body speciality which deals with
both reconstruction of  any 
defect or loss of  body parts and
cosmetic surgery.

The speciality includes recon-
struction of  body parts lost due
to cancer surgery or trauma,
restoration of  normal appear-
ance in cases of  deformities by
birth or acquired due to trauma
or burns. Specific trauma like fa-
cial fractures and hand injuries
are dealt with by plastic surgeons.

Cosmetic surgery is a sub-
specialty of  plastic surgery,
which pertains to augmentation
or betterment of  appearance fo-
cusing on aesthetics of  beauty,
he explained.

OT Marathon: 24 plastic surgeries in 24 hours
THE OT MARATHON, WHICH BEGAN AT 9 AM MONDAY AND CONTINUED FOR 24 HOURS, SAW BOTH 

NEW AND PENDING SURGERIES GETTING DONE WITHOUT AFFECTING EMERGENCY CASES 

The
World Plastic
Surgery Day 
is observed 

July 15

TN all-party meet 
decides to move
SC if needed 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, July 16: A meeting
of  the legislative party leaders in
the Tamil Nadu Assembly
Tuesday decided to approach the
Supreme Court, if  necessary, to
get Cauvery water for the state
from Kar nataka and Chief
Minister M K Stalin vowed to
take all necessary steps and 
protect the interests of  farmers.

Addressing an all-party meet-
ing at the Secretariat, Stalin as-
sured that the state government
would uphold the rights of  farm-
ers of  the Cauvery delta region.

The government said July 15
that  the  Cauvery Water
Regulation Committee (CWRC)
had directed the release of  one
TMC ft everyday from July 12,
2024 to July 31, 2024. Karnataka
had said that it is ready to release
8,000 cusecs of  water and 
not one TMC ft (11,500 cusecs).

T he CM de plored that
Karnataka does not even release
a decreased quantum of  water
stipulated by CWRC. 

He said since the Karnataka
government did not release
Cauvery water last year in 
compliance with a verdict of  the
Supreme Court, farmers were
severely affected. 

“We secured water only by
approaching the Supreme Court.
This year, despite the southwest
monsoon being favourable, 
the Karnataka government 
behaving in this way cannot be 
accepted.”

Water Resources Minister
Duraimurugan, DMK's P Wilson
(Rajya Sabha MP and senior ad-
vocate), R S Bharathi (party or-
ganisation secretary), AIADMK’s
SP Velumani and OS Manian,
(both former ministers) took
par t .  Fur ther more,  the  
Chief  Minister read out the res-
olutions, which he said are based
on unanimous decisions,  
“on the basis of  views expressed
in this meeting.”

A resolution adopted at the
meeting strongly condemned the
Karnataka government for 
refusing to release water as per
the Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee’s  directive of  
one TMC ft every day. 

SC seeks replies
from CBI and ED 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 16: The
Supreme Court Tuesday sought
responses from the CBI and ED
on AAP leader Manish Sisodia’s
pleas  seeking bai l  in  the  
corruption and money laun-
dering cases linked to the al-
leged Delhi excise policy scam.

Sisodia, a former Deputy Chief
Minister of  Delhi, has sought
bail contending that he has been
in custody for 16 months and the
trial against him was at the same
stage as it was in October last year.
A bench headed by Justice B R
Gavai agreed to hear the pleas
filed by Sisodia who has also
filed an application seeking re-
vival of  his bail petitions in the
excise policy-linked corruption
and money laundering cases.

“Issue notice, returnable July
29,” said the bench, which also
comprised Justice Sanjay Karol
and Justice K V Viswanathan.
Advocate Vivek Jain, appearing
for Sisodia, told the bench that the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
has been in custody for 16 months.

“I (Sisodia) have been inside
for 16 months. I had come in
October. This court said that if  it
remains at a snail’s pace, I can re-
apply,” he said, adding, “The trial
is at the same stage as it was in
October 2023 when your lordships
had given me liberty.” The bench
sought responses from the Central
Bureau of  Investigation (CBI)
and the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Sisodia’s pleas and posted
the matter for hearing July 29.

Sisodia was ar rested by 
the CBI February 26, 2023, for his
alleged role in the liquor policy
case. The ED arrested him in the
money laundering case stemming
from the CBI FIR March 9 last
year. He resigned from the Delhi
cabinet February 28 last year.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 16: No nor-
malisation of  marks, proper com-
munication in case of  schedule
changes and infrastructure
checks at exam cen-
tres are among thou-
sands of  suggestions
the  Centre ’s  
high-level exam re-
form panel has re-
ceived in response
to its call for rec-
ommendations.

Tasked with re-
viewing the func-
tioning of  the National Testing
Agency (NTA), the panel headed
by for mer ISRO chief  R
Radhakrishnan has received over
37,000 suggestions from stake-
holders, including students, par-
ents, coaching institutions, school
teachers, academic institutions

and even career counsellors.
According to sources,  a  

majority of  the suggestions came
from students.

The panel has been tasked
with recommending reforms in

the examination process,
enhancing data security
protocols and reviewing
the structure and 
operations of  the NTA. It
has two months to file its 
report.

“Some aspirants have
suggested laying down of
clear norms in case of  any
lapse. Like the grace marks

issue, aspirants want to know
what will happen in a given sce-
nario, what the options will be
and what formula will be used.
There are also complaints about
some centres being too far off
and not having the required in-
frastructure,”a source said.

SISODIA’S BAIL PLEAS

CAUVERY ROW

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 16: The 
government has convened an
all-party meeting July 21 ahead
of  the Monsoon Session of
Parliament which will start next
Monday, the Parliamentary
Affairs Ministry said.

The meeting, which will be
held at 11 am Sunday, has been
called by Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju, the 
ministry said in a statement. 

This will  be Leader of
Opposition and Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi’s first time at the cus-
tomary session-eve meeting of
floor leaders from all parties if
he attends it. The Trinamool
Congress (TMC) said no repre-
sentatives from the party will at-
tend the meeting as July 21 is ob-
served by the party as Martyrs’ Day. 

TMC’s Parliamentary party
leader in Rajya Sabha Derek
O’Brien wrote to Rijiju and in-
formed him that his party will
not be able to attend the meet. 

“For 30 years now, 21st July
has been observed as ‘Martyrs’
Day' in Bengal in honour of  our
13  col lea gues  who were  
unlawfully killed in a police fir-
ing on the day in 1993.

“In this context, all MPs of  the
All India Trinamool Congress in-
cluding myself  will be in our
home state to mark the day along
with other party colleagues.
Therefore, no MP will be able
to attend the meeting,” he said.

The July 21 Martyrs’ Day is
observed in memory of  13
Congress supporters who were
shot dead in firing by the Kolkata

Police in 1993 during a march to
the state secretariat -- Writers
Buildings -- when the CPI(M)-
led Left Front was in power in
West Bengal.  West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee was
the state Youth Congress chief  at
that time and she continued to

mark the day by holding a rally
every year even after forming
the TMC January 1, 1998.

T he Monsoon Session 
of  Parliament is scheduled to
begin July 22 and will conclude
August 12. The Union Budget
will be presented July 23. 

The first Parliament session
after the formation of  the 18th Lok
Sabha witnessed the Opposition
INDIA bloc raising issues like
the recent NEET controversy,
Manipur situation, and price rise
among others, resulting in up-
roars and adjournments.

Protests were also witnessed
in both Houses during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s reply
to the Motion of  Thanks on the
President’s address. In the Lok
Sabha, Opposition MPs raised 
slogans demanding a statement
on Manipur during the Prime
Minister’s  reply,  while in 
the Rajya Sabha, the Opposition
had staged a walkout.

All-party meet July 21, 
TMC to skip meeting

This will be Leader of
Opposition and Congress

MP Rahul Gandhi’s first time 
at the customary session-eve
meeting of floor leaders from
all parties if he attends it

The Trinamool Congress
(TMC) said no

representatives from the 
party will attend the meeting
as July 21 is observed by the
party as Martyrs’ Day

TMC’s Parliamentary party
leader in Rajya Sabha Derek

O’Brien wrote to Rijiju and
informed him that his party will
not be able to attend the meet

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 16: Condemning
the brutal murder of  Vikassheel
Insaan Party (VIP) chief  Mukesh
Sahani’s father, the Congress
Tuesday urged the Bihar gov-
ernment to ensure severe pun-
ishment to the culprits and pro-
vide justice to the Sahni family.

Jitan Sahani ,  f ather  of  
party chief  Mukesh Sahani, was
found murdered at his ances-
tral home in Bihar’s Darbhanga
district, police said Tuesday.

Jitan Sahani’s body, with 
several stab injuries and cut
marks on his chest and stomach,
was found inside his room at his
house in the Biraul area this
morning. In a post in Hindi on
X,  Cong ress  president
Mallikarjun Kharge said, “The
brutal murder of  Shri Jitan
Sahni, father of  Shri Mukesh
Sahni, founder of  Vikassheel
Insaan Party in Bihar and former
state minister, is extremely sad
and condemnable.”

“We demand that strict action
be taken against the culprits at
the earliest and that our INDIA
bloc partner, Sahani ji, should get
justice,” the Congress chief  said.
Leader of  Opposition in the Lok
Sabha and former Congress pres-

ident Rahul Gandhi said the
news of  the brutal murder of
Jitan Sahani is “extremely
painful”. 

“It is expected from the Bihar
government that it should take im-
mediate action and give severe
punishment to the murderers
and provide justice to the Sahani
family,” Rahul Gandhi said.

Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said the
murder is highly condemnable.
“My condolences are with
Mukesh Sahni ji and his family
in this hour of  grief. May God
give peace to the departed soul.
This horrific incident shows
that law and order has com-
pletely collapsed in Bihar and no
one is safe in this jungle raj,” she
said in a post in Hindi on X.

There should be prompt and
strict action against the culprits,
Priyanka Gandhi said.

A Special Investigation Team
(SIT) of  the district police has
been constituted to investigate
the matter, the Darbhanga Police
said in a statement. A former min-
ister in the Bihar government,
Mukesh Sahani heads the VIP,
which is an alliance partner of
the INDIA bloc. Cutting across
party lines, leaders of  all political
parties condemned the incident.

MURDER OF VIP CHIEF’S FATHER

Cong demands strict
action against culprits

Exam reform panel 
receives suggestions

BUNDLES OF JOY: Farm workers plant paddy saplings at an agricultural field in Kamrup district of Assam PTI PHOTO

According to
sources, a

majority of the
suggestions
came from
students
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Conflicts in Gaza, Sudan,
Ukraine, and beyond are

causing a devastating loss of life
and diverting political attention
and scarce resources from the
urgent work of ending poverty and
averting climate catastrophe
AMINA MOHAMMED | 
UN DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENERAL

JD Vance, a Republican US
Senator from Ohio, expressed
gratitude for being picked as
the running mate of US
presidential candidate Donald
Trump and called it an
“honour” to run alongside him

‘WHAT AN HONOR’
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This (discovery
of natural gas)
marks the

beginning of a new
chapter for the
northern sub-Andean
region, offering hope
of maintaining our country as an
important gas exporter

LUIS ARCE | PRESIDENT, BOLIVIA

of the
day uote 

India’s ties with
Mauritius have
blossomed into

a robust and
multifaceted
partnership. The
bilateral relation with
Mauritius serves as a role model for
India’s successful development
collaboration abroad

S JAISHANKAR |
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER, INDIA

The situation
seemed to be
becoming

unacceptable. Again I
give you a stern
warning. You will
have to face
devastating and horrible
consequences

KIM YO JONG | MEMBER OF THE STATE AFFAIRS

COMMISSION, NORTH KOREA

Srivastava meets
Nepal’s Foreign Min
Kathmandu: India’s
Ambassador to Nepal Naveen
Srivastava paid a courtesy call
to the Himalayan nation’s
newly-appointed Foreign
Minister Arzu Rana Tuesday
and discussed bilateral issues
and cooperation between the
two neighbours. Srivastava
was amongst the first visitors
to the Foreign Minister’s office
a day after Rana assumed
charge Monday soon after the
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli-
led coalition government of
Communist Party of Nepal-
Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-
UML) and Nepali Congress
was sworn in.

Somali militiamen
loot convoy
Mogadishu: At least five
people were killed when
militiamen ambushed a
convoy in central Somalia and
seized heavy weapons, the
local government and
residents said Tuesday, seven
months after a decades-long
arms embargo was lifted. The
convoy was travelling Monday
with a security escort near the
town of Abudwaq when
militiamen from a local clan
attacked and overpowered
security forces, four residents
told Reuters. They said the
arms, which included machine
guns, anti-aircraft weapons
and rocket-propelled
grenades, originated in
neighbouring Ethiopia.

North Korea envoy
defects to SK 
Seoul: South Korea’s spy
agency says a North Korea
diplomat based in Cuba has
defected to South Korea. The
National Intelligence Service
said Tuesday that media
reports on the defection of a
North Korean counsellor of
political affairs in Cuba are
true. But it gave no further
details. South Korea’s mass-
circulation Chosun Ilbo
newspaper reported earlier
Tuesday that the North Korean
diplomat, named Ri Il Kyu, fled
to South Korea with his wife
and children in November 
last year. 

Landmine blast in
Pak kills 2 children 
Peshawar: At least two
children were killed on the
spot in a landmine explosion
in Pakistan’s restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, police
said. The tragic incident
occurred Monday in the Bangi
Wala area of Sararogha tehsil
of the tribal South Waziristan
district. The explosion took
place when the children were
playing near their house in the
village. It was not immediately
clear who planted the
landmines in the area. 

SHORT TAKES

international

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dhaka, July 16: Police fired
tear gas and charged with ba-
tons during violent clashes be-
tween a pro-government student
body and student protesters
overnight, leaving dozens in-
jured at a public university out-
side Bangladesh’s capital, au-
thorities and students said
Tuesday.

The violence spread early
Tuesday at Jahangir Nagar
University in Savar, outside
Dhaka, where protesters de-
manded an end to a quota re-
served for family members of
veterans  who fought  in
Bangladesh’s war of  independ-
ence in 1971, allowing them to
take up 30 per cent of  govern-
mental jobs. While job oppor-
tunities have expanded in
Bangladesh’s private sector,
many find government jobs sta-
ble and lucrative. Each year,
some 3,000 such jobs open up to
nearly 400,000 graduates.

Protesters argue such quota ap-
pointments are discriminatory

and should be merit-based. Some
even said the current system
benefits groups supporting Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. Some
Cabinet ministers criticized the
protesters, saying they played
on students’ emotions.

Hasina said Tuesday war vet-
erans, commonly known as “free-
dom fighters”, should receive
the highest respect for their sac-
rifice in 1971 regardless of  their
current political ideologies.

“Abandoning the dream of
their own life, leaving behind
their families, parents and every-
thing, they joined the war with
whatever they had,” she said
during an event at her office in
Dhaka.

Meanwhile, Protesters gath-
ered in front of  the University’s
official residence of  the vice-
chancellor early Tuesday when
violence  broke  out .

Demonstrators accused the
Bangladesh Chhatra League, a
student wing of  Hasina’s rul-
ing Awami League party, of  at-
tacking their “peaceful protests”.

According to local media re-
ports, police and the ruling party-
backed student wing attacked
the protesters.

But Abdullahil Kafi, a sen-
ior police official, told the coun-
try’s leading English-language
newspaper Daily Star that they
fired tear g as and “blank
rounds” as protesters attacked
the police. He said up to 15 po-
lice officers were injured. On
Monday, violence also spread
at Dhaka University, the coun-
try’s leading public university,
as clashes gripped the campus
in the capital. More than 100
students were injured in the
clashes, police said.

On Tuesday,  protesters

blocked railways and some high-
ways across the country, and
in Dhaka, they halted traffic in
many areas as they vowed to
continue demonstrating until
the demands were met.

Swapon, a protester and stu-
dent of  Dhaka University who
only gave his first name, said
they only want the “rational
reformation of  the quota sys-
tem.” He said after studying for
six years, if  he can’t find a job,
“it will cause me and my fam-
ily to suffer”.

A ruling party-backed student
activist, who refused to give his
name, told The Associated Press
the protesters with the help of
“goons” of  the opposition’s
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
and Jamaat-e-Islami party van-
dalized their rooms at the student
dormitories near the Curzon
Hall of  the Dhaka University.

The family of  the veterans’
quota system was halted fol-
lowing a court order after mass
student protests in 2018. But last
month, Bangladesh’s High Court
nulled the decision to reinstall
the system once more, angering
scores of  students and trigger-
ing protests.

Last week, the Supreme Court
halted the High Court’s order
for four weeks and the chief  jus-
tice asked protesting students
to return to their classes, saying
the court would issue a decision
in four weeks. However, the
protests have continued daily,
halting traffic in Dhaka.

The quota system also reserves
government jobs for women, dis-
abled people and ethnic minor-
ity groups, but students have
only protested against jobs re-
served for veterans’ families.

Students protest against quota system
THE PROTESTERS
DEMAND AN END TO A
QUOTA RESERVED FOR
FAMILY MEMBERS OF
VETERANS WHO
FOUGHT IN
BANGLADESH’S WAR
OF INDEPENDENCE IN
1971, ALLOWING THEM
TO TAKE UP 30 PER
CENT OF GOVT JOBS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

United Nations, July 16: The
Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
remained the largest terrorist
group in Afghanistan and greater
collaboration between al-Qaeda
and the terror group could trans-
form it into an “extraregional
threat”, according to a UN report.

T he 15th  re por t  o f  the
Analytical Support and Sanctions
Monitoring Team concerning
the Taliban and other associ-
ated individuals and entities

said that the TTP remained the
largest ter rorist g roup in
Afghanistan, with an estimated
strength of  6,000–6,500 fighters. 

The report said that one mem-
ber state expressed concern that
“greater collaboration between
TTP and al-Qaeda could trans-
form TTP into an ‘extraregional
threat’.” It said that al-Qaeda’s
support of  TTP includes the
sharing of  Afghan fighters for its
tashkils, in this context, mili-
tary staffing or a formation and
training camps in Afghanistan.
Training provided by al-Qaeda
in the Indian Subcontinent
(AQIS) has resulted in TTP shift-
ing tactics and high-profile at-
tacks against hard targets.

“One interlocutor noted the
role of  an individual connected
to Sirajuddin Haqqani in weapon
transfers to TTP, as well as ar-
ranging for ISIL-K prisoners to
be released provided they join
TTP,” the report said.

Haqqani, a designated global
terrorist, is the Interior Minister
in  the  Taliban re gime in

Afghanistan.
The report added that notwith-

standing continuing assertions
by the Taliban that there are no
foreign terrorist groups in
Afghanistan other than ISIL-K,
member states reported that
over two dozen groups still op-
erate in the country, enjoying
freedom of  manoeuvre under
the de facto authorities with
oversight from the General

Directorate of  Intelligence.”
“Many member states ex-

pressed concern that in most
scenarios, Afghanistan will re-
main a source of  insecurity for
Central Asia and the region.
Continued Taliban tolerance of
a range of  terrorist groups, based
across many Afghan provinces,
sets the conditions for terror-
ism to project into neighbouring
States, causing large loss of  life,”

the report said.
The country continues to be

perceived as permissive or
friendly territory by terrorist
groups, which also aspire to proj-
ect threats globally. In addition,
the increasing importance of
the management of  water rights
in the region, and an ongoing
humanitarian crisis, mean that
stability does not yet mean
broader security, it added.

“The Taliban do not conceive
of  TTP as a terrorist group the
bonds are close, and the debt owed
to TTP significant. Member states
continue to detail ad hoc support
to, and tolerance of, TTP opera-
tions, including the supplying of
weapons and permission for train-
ing and support from al-Qaeda
in the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS)
in particular,” it said.

The report further said that
AQIS, with a strength of  180–200
fighters, is located in Farah,
Herat, Helmand, Kandahar and
Nimroz Provinces. It assists TTP
in conducting terrorist attacks
inside Pakistan, with Tehrik-e

Jihad Pakistan claiming re-
sponsibility so as to relieve pres-
sure on the de facto authorities.

“The group publishes high-
quality digital magazines high-
lighting the AQIS version of  Islam
focusing on Bangladeshi and
Rohingya issues, with a view to re-
cruitment. Reportedly, AQIS fight-
ers and their families received
some financial support from the
de facto authorities,” it said.

The report further said that
member states reiterate that
Nor th Atlantic  T reaty
Organisation (NATO) calibre
weapons, especially night vision
capability, that have been pro-
vided to TTP since the Taliban
takeover, add lethality to TTP
ter rorist  at tacks  a g ainst
Pakistani military border posts.

The report said that despite
some success in operations
against the Islamic State of  Iraq
and the Levant- Khorasan (ISIL-
K), that group poses a manifest
and serious threat within
Afghanistan, the immediate re-
gion and further afield. 

Taliban’s terrorist tolerance threatens neighbouring states
AFGHANISTAN 
CONTINUES TO BE
PERCEIVED AS 
PERMISSIVE OR
FRIENDLY TERRITORY
BY TERRORIST
GROUPS, WHICH ALSO
ASPIRE TO PROJECT
THREATS GLOBALLY

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Deir Al-Balah, July 16: Israeli
airstrikes killed more than 60
Palestinians in southern and
central Gaza overnight and into
Tuesday, including one that
struck an Israeli-declared “safe
zone” crowded with thousands
of  displaced people.

The day’s deadliest strike came
in the afternoon, hitting near a
gas station outside the south-
ern city of  Khan Younis in
Muwasi, a coastal region that’s
part of  the humanitarian “safe
zone” where the Israeli military
has told Palestinians to take
refuge to escape offensives else-
where.

Officials at Khan Younis’
Nasser Hospital said 17 people
were killed. Nearby areas are
packed with tent camps.

There was no immediate com-
ment from the Israeli military on
the strike. It occurred in the
same area where Gaza health
officials said more than 90
Palestinians, including children,
were killed by a strike Saturday
that Israel said was targeting

Hamas’ top military commander,
Mohammed Deif. His status re-
mained unclear.

The new airstrikes came as
Israel and Hamas continued to
weigh the latest cease-fire pro-
posal. Hamas has said talks
meant to wind down the nine-
month-long war would continue
even after Israel targeted Deif.

International mediators are
working to push Israel and
Hamas toward a deal that would
halt the fighting and free about
120 hostages held by the mili-
tant group in Gaza.

Other strikes hit  in the
Nuseirat and Zawaida refugee

camps of  central Gaza. Strikes
on four houses killed at least 24
people, including 10 women and
four children. Another hit a
school-turned-shelter in Nuseirat,
ki l l ing  at  least  nine.  An
Associated Press journalist saw
the bodies, some wrapped in
blankets and a floral sheet, as
they were taken to Al Aqsa hos-
pital in the nearby town of  Deir
al-Balah, where hospital offi-
cials provided the death count.

Israel’s military said it “con-
ducted targeted raids on terror tar-
gets” in central Gaza, without
elaborating. It did not immediately
provide details on the targets.

Israeli strikes in Gaza kill
more than 60 Palestinians
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Budapest, July 16: Some
European Union leaders
protested Tuesday what they see
as Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orban’s misuse of  the
bloc’s rotating presidency, with
many including those in the
EU’s executive commission boy-
cotting an informal meeting
hosted by Hungary in response
to Orban’s actions.

Officials are angry that Orban,
a nationalist populist who is
seen as having the warmest ties
with Russian President Vladimir
Putin among EU leaders, made
unannounced trips to Moscow
and Beijing earlier this month on
what he called a “peace mis-
sion” aimed at brokering an end
to Russia’s war in Ukraine.

Orban said he was seeking
the quickest path to peace in
Ukraine and portrayed himself
as uniquely positioned to com-
municate with both warring par-
ties. He also met last week with
former US President Donald
Trump and expressed confidence
that Trump would quickly
“solve” the conflict.

But Orban’s EU partners were
startled by the appearance that
he was acting on behalf  of  the
27-member bloc during his meet-
ings with Putin and Chinese
President Xi Jinping, and wor-
ried that he was undermining EU
unity on support for Ukraine.
Hungary holds the rotating pres-
idency of  the EU Council from
July to December 2024.

In response, some nations in-
cluding Sweden, Finland and
the Baltic countries, as well as
the Commission, said their top
officials would boycott meetings
in Budapest and send civil ser-
vants instead.

But not all EU members joined
the boycott. The energy minis-
ters of  Austria, Belgium and
Bulgaria attended an informal
meeting on energy Tuesday in
Hungary’s capital, with one
downplaying the boycott.

“I think that we have a good
representation,” Vladimir
Malinov, Bulgaria’s caretaker
energy minister, said as he en-
tered the meeting. “Having in
mind that this is an informal
meeting, it’s not an issue. Maybe
on the formal level we will have
much more high representa-
tion.”

Hungary’s finance minister,
Mihaly Varga, was more sub-
dued, saying in Brussels Tuesday
that Hungary’s EU presidency
“remains committed to sincere
cooperation with all member
states and institutions”.

Varga said ministers “are free
to decide to take part in our
events or not. But I am absolutely
sure that there will be a high-level
participation in the events”.

Hungarian PM in soup

A group of 63 European
Parl lawmakers has
asked the EU to with-
draw Hungary’s voting
rights in the bloc
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Milwaukee, July 16: Observing
that India has a longstanding re-
lationship with Russia, the US has
said that it has encouraged New
Delhi to utilise that relationship
with Moscow and urge President
Vladimir Putin to end the illegal
war against Ukraine.

These remarks were made by
State Department Spokesperson
Mathew Miller at his daily news
conference Monday.

“India has a longstanding re-
lationship with Russia. I think
that’s well-known. And we have
encouraged India to utilise that
relationship with Russia, that
longstanding relationship and the
unique position that they have,
to urge President Putin to end his
illegal war and to find a just
peace, a lasting peace to this
conflict, to tell Putin to respect
the UN Charter, to respect
Ukraine’s territorial integrity
and sovereignty,” he said.

“That’s what we’ll continue to
impress upon the Government of
India, which is an important part-
ner of  ours when it comes to their
relationship with Russia,” Miller
said in response to a question. 

US urges India
to ‘utilise’ ties
with Russia
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Paris, July 16: French President
Emmanuel Macron accepted the
Prime Minister’s resignation
Tuesday but kept him on as head
of  a caretaker government.

Macron’s office said in a state-
ment that Macron “accepted”
the resignation of  Prime Minister
Gabriel Attal and other ministers
Tuesday.

Attal and other government
members are “to handle current
affairs until a new government
is being appointed”, the state-
ment said. There is no firm time-
line for when Macron must name
a new Prime Minister.

France is about to host the
Paris Olympic Games at the end
of  the month. Attal offered his
resignation last week after a
chaotic election result left the gov-
ernment in limbo. Macron asked
him to remain temporarily as
the head of  the government
pending a further decision, with
France about to be under an in-
ternational spotlight as it hosts
the Paris Olympics.

French media said the Prime
Minister’s resignation is ex-

pected to be formally accepted by
Macron by Tuesday evening.

The move would allow Attal to
take up his seat as a lawmaker
in the National Assembly,
France’s powerful lower house
of  government, and lead the
group of  Macron’s centrist allies.
It would also prevent him from
being exposed to a potential no-
confidence vote in Parliament.

The opening session of  the
National Assembly is scheduled
for Thursday. The caretaker gov-
ernment led by Attal would focus
only on handling day-to-day affairs. 

France has been on the brink
of  government paralysis since
elections for the National
Assembly earlier this month re-
sulted in a split among three
major political groupings, the
New Popular Front leftist coali-
tion, Macron’s centrist allies
and the far-right National Rally
of  Marine Le Pen.

French Prez accepts
PM’s resignation 
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I hope that, starting
with the Union Budget

this month, the government will
turn its attention to the welfare
of ordinary citizens and not just
to climbing up the chart of
aggregate GDP
KAUSHIK BASU | 
FORMER WORLD BANK CHIEF ECONOMIST

India’s overall gems and jewellery exports witnessed an
on-year decline of 13.44 per cent in June at `15,939.77 crore
(USD 1,909.57 million) amid muted demand in overseas
markets, according to data by Gem and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council (GJEPC). The total gems and jewellery
exports stood at `18,413.88 crore (USD 2,240.77 million)
during June 2023, the GJEPC data added.

GEMS, JEWELLERY EXPORTS
DIP 13.44% IN JUNE: GJEPC
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Given the good
news on
inflation, it’s

very natural that the
Federal Reserve is
now starting to look
at what’s happening
in the labour market and wanting to
make sure that they don't overdo it"
with tight monetary policy

PIERRE-OLIVIER GOURINCHAS |
IMF CHIEF ECONOMIST

of the
day uote 

The market
sentiment is
quite positive

in both rural and
urban areas. Our
expectation is that
the two-wheeler
market should grow around 6-8 per
cent this year

RAKESH SHARMA |
BAJAJ AUTO EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

As we move
forward, we are
exploring

opportunities to raise
fresh funds to further
bolster our growth
plans and take
advantage of the burgeoning
demand in the Indian aviation
market

AJAY SINGH | SPICEJET CMD

Bajaj Auto PAT
rises 18% 
New Delhi: Bajaj Auto
Tuesday said its consolidated
profit after tax increased 18
per cent to `1,942 crore for
the first quarter ended June
30, 2024, aided by robust
sales across domestic and
export markets. The Pune-
based automaker had
reported a profit after tax of
`1,644 crore in the April-June
quarter of last fiscal. Total
revenue from operations rose
to `11,932 crore for the first
quarter as compared with
`10,312 crore in the year-ago
period, Bajaj Auto said in a
regulatory filing. On a
standalone basis, the
company reported a PAT of
`1,988 crore, an increase of 19
per cent as compared with
1,665 crore in the same period
of last fiscal. Revenue from
operations rose to `11,928
crore as against `10,310 crore
in the June quarter of FY24.

Jio, Airtel gain
mobile users 
New Delhi: Reliance Jio and
Bharti Airtel cumulatively
raised their wireless
subscriber tally by 34.4 lakh
users in May, while Vodafone
Idea continued to witness a
fall in its user base, data
released by TRAI showed
Tuesday. India's largest
telecom operator Reliance Jio
gained 21.9 lakh wireless
users, and Bharti Airtel added
12.5 lakh mobile customers in
May, even as Vodafone Idea
lost 9.24 lakh wireless users
during the month. The gains
pushed Reliance Jio's mobile
subscriber tally to 47.46 crore
in May from 47.24 crore in
April, according to the latest
telecom subscription data by
the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI).
Vodafone Idea continued to
register a decline in mobile
subscribers as its wireless
subscriber count fell by 9.24
lakh to 21.81 crore users in
May.

Air passenger
traffic grows 6% 
Mumbai: India's domestic air
passenger traffic grew 5.76
per cent to 1.32 crore in June
from 1.24 crore in the same
month last year, aviation
regulator DGCA's monthly
data showed Tuesday. During
the reporting month, budget
carrier IndiGo carried 80.86
lakh passengers, clocking a
market share of 60.5 per cent,
followed by Tata Group-run Air
India and Vistara, which flew
17.47 lakh and 12.84 lakh
travellers, respectively. The
market share of Air India
during June stood at 13.1 per
cent, while that of Vistara at
9.6 per cent, as per the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation data. 

SHORT TAKES

business

AGENCIES

Washington, July 16: The
International Monetary Fund
Tuesday raised India's growth
forecast for 2024-25 to 7% from
6.8% on the back of  improving
private consumption, particularly
in rural India.

The IMF left unchanged its es-
timate for a 6.5% growth in Asia's
third largest economy's gross do-
mestic product in the 2025-26 fi-
nancial year, it said in the World
Economic Outlook.

The IMF had raised its fore-
cast for India's GDP growth to
6.8% from 6.5% in April.

Overall, the IMF said that it
still expects the world economy to
grow a lacklustre 3.2 per cent this
year, unchanged from its previous
forecast in April and down a tick
from 3.3 per cent growth in 2023.
From 2000 through 2019, before
the pandemic upended economic
activity, global growth had aver-
aged 3.8 per cent a year.

The IMF, a 190-nation lending
organisation, works to promote
economic growth and financial
stability and reduce global poverty.
In a blog post that accompanied
the latest update to its World
Economic Outlook, the IMF's chief
economist ,  Pier re -Ol ivier
Gourinchas, wrote that China and

India would account for nearly
half  of  global growth this year.

The IMF said that the “shoots
of  recovery materialised in
Europe,” which had been battered
by high energy prices and other
economic damage from Russia's
2022 invasion of  Ukraine. Citing
a rise in Europe’s services busi-
nesses, IMF raised its 2024 growth
forecast for the 20 countries that
share the euro currency by a tenth
of  a percentage point from its
April forecast, to 0.9 per cent. In
2023, the eurozone grew 0.5 per
cent. But a weak first quarter in
the United States led the IMF to
downgrade its forecast for US
growth this year to 2.6 per cent
from the 2.7 per cent it had pre-
dicted in April.

Likewise, the IMF lowered its out-
look for 2024 growth in Japan to 0.7
per cent from the 0.9 per cent it had
envisioned in April and from 1.9 per
cent in 2023. Japan's first-quarter
growth was disrupted by the shut-
down of  a major automobile plant,
the IMF said.

After surging to 8.7 per cent
in 2022 as the global economy
rapidly recovered from the pan-
demic recession, worldwide in-
flation is expected to continue
easing — from 6.7 per cent in
2023 to 5.9 per cent this year and
4.4 per cent in 2025.
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New Delhi, July 16: Markets
regulator Sebi Tuesday proposed
introducing a new asset class
to bridge the gap between mu-
tual funds and portfolio man-
agement services (PMS) by look-
ing to tap investors having
investible funds between `10
lakh and `50 lakh. 

The new asset class will pro-
vide a regulated product fea-
turing greater flexibility, higher
risk-taking capability, and a
higher ticket size, to meet the
needs of  the emerging category
of  investors, Sebi said. 

On minimum investment, Sebi
has proposed that the minimum
amount for investment under
the new asset class should be
`10 lakh per investor. 

“This threshold shall deter
retail investors from investing in
this product while attracting in-
vestors, with investible funds
between `10 lakh and `50 lakh,
who are today being drawn to
unauthorised and unregistered
PMS providers,” Sebi said in its
consultation paper. 

The proposed new asset
class is aimed at curbing the
proliferation of  unregistered
and unauthorised investment
products.

“The new asset class is pro-
posed to be introduced under
the mutual fund (MF) structure,
with relaxations in prudential
norms for such new asset classes
to be adequately effective,” it
said.

“While such relaxations may
enhance the risks associated

with the product, the same can
be mitigated by putting a higher
limit on minimum investment
size,” the paper said.

Investors may also have an
option of  systematic plans such
as systematic investment plan
(SIP) for investment strategies
under the new asset class.

Further, the investment strate-
gies under the new asset class can
invest in derivatives or deriva-
tive strategies as a way of  tak-
ing exposure in the market.

Sebi said the proposed asset
class should have a distinct
nomenclature for the new asset
class to distinguish it from tra-
ditional mutual funds and other
investment products already
available in the securities mar-
ket such as PMS, AIF (alterna-
tive investment funds), REITs,
INVITs, among others.

To facilitate existing and newly
registered Asset Management
Companies (AMCs) to offer prod-
ucts under the New Asset Class,
Sebi has suggested two routes of

eligibility criteria -- strong track
record or alternate route.

On a strong track record, an
MF should be in operation for a
minimum of  three years and
have an average Asset Under
Management (AUM) of  at least
`10,000 crore in the preceding
three years and no action should
have been taken against the spon-
sor or AMC in the last three
years, as per Sebi. 

Further, MFs not fulfilling the
requirement of  strong records
should also be eligible to launch
the new asset class. This is sub-
ject to compliance with the cer-
tain requirements such as AMC
should appoint chief  investment
officer (CIO) for the new asset
class with an experience of  fund
management of  at least 10 years
and managing AUM of  at least
`5,000 crore and an additional
fund manager for the such asset
class with experience of  at least
seven years and managing AUM
of  at least `3,000 crore.

Sebi said the trustees or spon-

sor of  an MF needs to file an ap-
plication with the regulator and
submit required undertakings
and documentation. 

The registration process for
new asset classes should be a
two-stage process, consisting of
in-principle and final approvals,
similar to the registration process
currently followed for MFs.

“While the sponsor may not be
required to maintain segregated
net worth or infrastructure
specifically for the new asset
class, the new asset class shall
represent a new arm/service of-
fered under the broader um-
brella of  mutual fund,” Sebi
said.

It has been proposed that the
new asset class should be posi-
tioned as a product distinct from
the traditional MFs, both from
branding and advertisement per-
spectives.

Under the new asset class, the
AMC can offer investment strate-
gies under pooled fund struc-
ture, akin to MF schemes. This
nomenclature has been proposed
to differentiate between the MF
schemes being managed by
AMCs and the schemes under the
new asset class.

The redemption frequency of
these 'investment strategies' can
be tailored based on the nature
of  investments to allow the in-
vestment manager to adequately
manage liquidity without im-
posing undue constraints on in-
vestors.

The Securities and Exchange
Board of  India (Sebi) has sought
comments from the public till
August 6 on the proposals.
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Mumbai, July 16: Continuing
the record-breaking run for the
third straight day, benchmark
Sensex and Nifty closed at record
high levels Tuesday following
buying in FMCG, telecom and se-
lect IT shares and FII inflows.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 51.69 points or 0.06 per
cent to settle at a new lifetime
high of  80,716.55. During the day,
it advanced 233.44 points or 0.28
per cent to hit a fresh record
high of  80,898.30.

The NSE Nifty rose by 26.30
points or 0.11 per cent to settle
at an all-time closing high of
24,613, extending the gaining
streak to the third day. Intra-
day, it rallied 74.55 points or 0.30
to hit a new record peak of
24,661.25.

Stock markets opened on a
firm note and benchmark in-
dices hit intra-day record high
levels in the first half. However,
losses in Reliance Industries
and Kotak Bank restricted gains
and dragged indices from the
day's highs.

Sensex and Nifty have been
on a record-breaking run since
Friday as foreign investors have
turned net buyers in the Indian
equities amid growing hopes of
a rate cut by the US Fed by
September. Encouraging quar-
terly results by blue-chips have
also supported the rally despite

high valuation concerns, ac-
cording to analysts.

US Federal Chair Jerome
Powell said that the Fed is be-
coming more convinced that in-
flation is headed back to its 2
per cent target and there could
be a rate cut before the pace of
price rise actually reached that
point. 

Among Sensex shares,
Hindustan Unilever rose the
most by 2.7 per cent. Bharti Airtel
(2 per cent), Tech Mahindra (1.13
per cent), Infosys (1.09 per cent),
Mahindra & Mahindra 0.95 per
cent) were among the lead gain-
ers. ICICI Bank, ITC and Asian
Paints also advanced.

On the other hand, Kotal Bank

fell the most by 2.11 per cent.
Reliance Industries, NTPC,
UltraTech Cement and Power
Grid were among the laggards.

As many as 18 Sensex shares
advanced while 12 declined.

The domestic market failed
to uphold the opening gains as
investor concerns about current
valuations and subdued expec-
tations for Q1FY25 earnings,
said  Vinod Nair,  Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services.

“With the earnings season set
to fully commence this week,
investors are likely to gain a
broader sectoral perspective,”
he added.

In the broader market, the

BSE smallcap gauge climbed
0.32 per cent while midcap index
dipped 0.29 per cent.

Among the indices, realty
jumped 1.62 per cent, FMCG by
0.89 per cent, telecommunica-
tion by 0.89 per cent, teck by 0.85
per cent and IT by 0.56 per cent.

Financial Services, utilities,
bankex and capital goods were
the laggards.

A total of  2,005 stocks advanced
while 1,908 declined and 95 re-
mained unchanged on BSE.

Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) bought equities worth
`2,684.78 crore Monday, accord-
ing to exchange data.

In Asian markets, Seoul, Tokyo
and Shanghai settled higher,
while Hong Kong ended lower
amid dovish comments from the
US Fed Chair Jerome Powell bol-
stering hopes of  a rate cut by
September. European markets
were trading lower. 

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude dipped 0.80 per cent to
USD 84.13 a barrel. Oil prices
edged lower due to concerns
about a slowing Chinese econ-
omy impacting demand.
However, expectations that the
US Federal Reserve might begin
cutting its key interest rate as
early as September limited the
declines, Shrikant Chouhan,
Head Equity Research, Kotak
Securities said.

Markets will remain closed
Wednesday for Muharram.

REUTERS

New Delhi, July 16: Taiwan
firms are shifting supply chains
to India from China, as Taipei
and New Delhi strengthen eco-
nomic ties, the head of  the is-
land’s key trade body told
Reuters, as global trade tension
rises among major economies.

Trade conflict between the
United States and China drove
up Taiwan’s foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) in India to more
than $665 million in the five
years to 2023, said James Huang,
chair man of  the  Taiwan
External Trade Development

Council.
That compared with demo-

cratically-ruled Taiwan’s FDI of
nearly $277 million in India dur-
ing the decade from 2006 to 2017,
Huang said in an interview
Monday.

“It  is  evident that more
Taiwanese companies are mov-
ing supply chains out of  China
and are establishing them in
India,” he added.

Like most countries, India has
no formal ties with Chinese-
claimed Taiwan, but the two
have established a close busi-
ness relationship, with India
keen on more investment from

the major chip-producing na-
tion to aid its efforts to boost

manufacturing.
China claims Taiwan as its

own territory, a claim Taiwan re-
jects. India also has difficult re-

lations with China, particularly
over a disputed shared border,
that led in 2020 to their dead-
liest clash in decades.

Taiwan’s  Powerchip
Semiconductor Manufacturing
Corp partnered this year with
India’s Tata Group to build the
first semiconductor fabrication
facility in western Gujarat state,
relying on a $10-billion incen-
tive scheme. 

“We have programmes to bring
in Indian students and talents to
be trained in Taiwan in semi-
conductors and that would pave
the path for our future co-oper-
ation,” Huang said.

Taiwan’s supply chain shift
has focused on mobile telephone
assembly industries and footwear,
he added.

Two-way trade between India
and Taiwan stood at $10.1 bil-
lion during the fiscal year end-
ing in March 2024.

Sebi mulls new asset class IMF raises India’s GDP
forecast to 7% for FY25

Taiwan firms shift supply chains to India from China
TRADE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE UNITED

STATES AND CHINA DROVE UP TAIWAN’S FDI
IN INDIA TO MORE THAN $665 MILLION IN

THE FIVE YEARS TO 2023

Blue-chips close at fresh record highs
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Bangalore/New Delhi, July
16: Edtech company Byju's,
which was once India's most
valuable start-up worth an esti-
mated USD 22 billion, will face
insolvency proceedings for fail-
ure to pay ̀ 158.9 crore to cricket
board BCCI.

The Bangalore bench of  the
National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) Tuesday allowed bank-
ruptcy proceedings against the
firm and appointed an interim
resolution professional, sus-
pending the company's board of
directors and freezing its assets.

Founder  and CEO Byju
Raveendran will report to the
resolution professional. NCLT
has appointed Pankaj Srivastava
as the interim resolution pro-
fessional. 

Byju's had previously spon-
sored the Indian cricket team.

While Byju's said it is hopeful
of  reaching ‘an amicable set-
tlement’ with the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI), sources said the com-
pany plans to challenge the order
before the appellate tribunal,
NCLAT.

When contacted, a Byju's
spokesperson said: “As we have
always maintained, we wish to
reach an amicable settlement
with BCCI and we are confident

that, despite this order, a settle-
ment can be reached. In the
meantime, our lawyers are re-
viewing the order and will take
necessary steps to protect the
company's interests.”

Byju's was once valued at USD
22 billion but reopening of
schools after easing of  pandemic
restrictions led to its unravel-
ing. BlackRock recently slashed
its valuation of  USD 1 billion.

The company's troubles began
when it missed financial re-
porting deadlines two years ago
and fell short of  revenue pro-
jections by more than 50 per
cent.

In February, a group of  in-
vestors in Byju's parent com-
pany Think & Lean (T&L), in-
cluding Prosus and Peak XV,
voted to remove Raveendran as
CEO during an extraordinary
general meeting (EGM), citing al-
legations of  "mismanagement
and failures". Raveendran has de-
nied allegations and disputed
the vote's validity.

The investors and founders
are separately engaged in a legal
battle.

Founders have been battling
investors in recent months even
as the company saw job cuts and
shrinking business.

NCLT invited creditors, em-
ployees and vendors to file claims
against Byju's.

Byju's faces insolvency 
proceedings for default
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A CHANCE TO BE PART OF

l Everyone will have to mail their answers to met-
tlemeet@orissapost.com

l Answers to the questions will follow the next
day. The names of  the winners will also be an-
nounced along with their pictures.

l Answers mailed between 8.00am to 6.00pm each
day will be considered valid. 

l Orissa POST’s decision on all entries will be
final. No complaints will be entertained. 

l Participants must send their entries with a
passport size photograph, mobile numbers
and residential address. Otherwise the entries
will be rejected.

l There can be only one winner from one family.
l Invitation cards to the winners will only be is-

sued on presentation of  Valid ID proof  – Voter
Card, Aadhaar Card, Driving License,
Passport, School ID card (In case of  students
till Class XI)

l No employee of  Orissa POST or their 
family members can be part of  the competition  

RULES & REGULATIONS 

It’s time for METTLE MEET –
an initiative by the state’s
only homegrown English daily
to revive quizzing in Odisha.
This year, the Preliminaries
will take place August 3 and
the Grand Finale August 4.
Like in previous years, most
of  the top educational insti-
tutions of  Odisha – both
schools and colleges will be
competing for the Grand Prize
of `1,00,000 in the Junior
and Senior segments.

Extravaganza

A s a reader of  Orissa POST, this is a great chance for
you to be part of  the exciting Grand Finale if  you
can predict the correct answer. There will be one

question on each day for you to answer till July 31, 2024. Every
day there will be two winners. If  there are more than two
correct entries, then the winners will be decided by draw of
lots. All the winners will be invited for the Grand Finale which
will be conducted by nationally acclaimed quizmaster Ajay
Poonia. There will be prizes for the daily winners too. So buckle
up your seatbelts and get set for some brainstorming.

In 2016, the AYUSH department of  Uttarakhand
set up a four-member committee to infuse life into

the search for something in the Dronagiri Range
of  the Himalayas. Some of  the possible candidates
were Selaginella bryopteris, Dendrobium plicatile
and Cressa cretica. What were the looking for?

TODAY’S QUESTION

ANSWER TO TUESDAY’S QUESTION

THE TWO LUCKY WINNERS

Entrepreneur 

Others who answered correctly are
Jaba Dasgupta, Shoumik Jena, Ashish Agarwalla,
Debasish Mohanty, Akankshya Pradhan, Jignesh Kumar,
R Sekhar Rao 

RASHMI REKHA SAHOO ANUP MAHAPATRA 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 16: Asian
Games silver medallist
javelin thrower Kishore
Jena has said he was on
verge of  quitting the sport
in 2023 after a string of  poor
performances but he heeded
to his father’s advice. It paid
off  and led to the revival of
his career.

Jena admitted that Neeraj
Chopra’s Tokyo Olympics
gold medal motivated him to
achieve more in his sport
but he found it difficult to get
the big throws and thought
of  quitting the sport in July

last year just before the
World Championships.

“When Neeraj won at the
Olympics, we celebrated and
enjoyed his victory. But hon-
estly, the victory also left
me dejected because I too
was playing the same sport.
I felt it was time for me to
achieve  something in
sports,” Jena said on the
show The Dreamers on
‘JioCinema’.

“I participated in the
Lebanon National Champ-
ionships after a dip in my
rankings and produced a
throw of  78m. Despite giv-
ing it my all, I couldn’t

achieve much. I started
doubting if  all the hard
work was worth it. I called
my father, who encouraged
me to participate in next
competition in Sri Lanka,”
Jena added.

Jena won in Lebanon
(July 21) with a throw of
78.96m, which by any stan-
dards was a modest per-
formance. In fact, Jena could
not breach the 80m mark
till the end of  2022. His first
80m-plus throw came in
March 2023 during the
I n dian  G rand  Prix  in
Thiruvananthapuram
where he came up with an

81.05m effort.
“I decided the event in

Sri Lanka (July 30) would be
my last attempt, after which
I would quit and go back to
prioritising work and fam-
ily. With God’s grace, I per-
formed well, producing a
throw of  84.38m which led
to my qualification for the
World Championships,”
Jena stated. 

Jena qualified for the
Budapest World Champ-ion-
ships in August 2023 through
the world ranking quota. He
could not breach the auto-
matic qualification mark of
85.20m. “I performed well
in the World Championships
as well, achieving a personal
best of  84.77m,” said Jena
who finished fifth while
Chopra won the gold by hurl-
ing the spear to a distance of
88.17m.

“I followed it up with
another personal best of
87.54m at the Asian Games
(in Hangzhou,  China
where he won a silver be-
hind Chopra) securing my
ticket to Paris 2024. I now
want to give my best at
Paris. I am quite confi-
dent. While I haven’t set
any particular targets, I
am aiming to improve my
personal best,” the Odia
javelin thrower stated.

Odia javelin thrower
was about to quit
sport due to poor
performance 

DAD’S ADVICE
CHANGED
JENA’S LIFE

NEERAJ CHOPRA’S OLYMPIC
GOLD MADE ME FEEL DEJECTED

AS I WAS PLAYING THE SAME
SPORT WITHOUT DOING

ANYTHING NOTEWORTHY
KISHORE JENA  

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 16: Ageing
like fine wine,  Rohan Bopanna
is all fired up for his last hurrah
at the Olympic Games. Not the
one who would rail against cir-
cumstances or crib about not
having the strongest of  part-
ners, the veteran Indian tennis
player said Tuesday that his
comrade N Sriram Balaji has
enough firepower and the scratch
pairing is potent enough to test
the big teams in Paris.

The 44-year-old Bopanna had
to make a choice between Balaji
and Yuki Bhambri and after con-
sulting his coaches – Scott
Davidoff  and Balachandran
Mannikkath – he eventually set-
tled for the more ‘athletic and
agile’ Balaji.

“I really believe that when
we go out there, we genuinely
have a chance to win every
match, whoever we play against.
It’s not like we’re just going 
to  be  writ ten  of f ,  I  fee l ,”
Bopanna stated.

Bopanna has reason to have
that confidence in Balaji’s abil-
ity to rise to the occasion. He
had a chance to test Balaji at
the French Open where Bopanna
was pushed along with Matthew

Ebden by the Tamil Nadu player
and his Mexican partner Miguel
Reyes-Varela.

Not only this, Balaji had a con-
sistent run on the ATP Tour
where he scalped a few big names
such as Americans Rajeev Ram
and Austin Krajicek – both top-

10 in doubles -- at the Houston
ATP 250 event on clay. With his
Ger man par tner  Andre
Begemann, Balaji also defeated
Austria’s top-50 players Alexander
Erler and Lucas Miedler.

“The idea is to go prepared, at
least believe in as a team. That
is what we’re trying to do. With
Balaji, he definitely has the fire-
power to do well,” Bopanna said.
He also gave his reason for pick-
ing Balaji over Bhambri.

“I felt Balaji, depending on

the surface we’re playing with,
which is clay, would have been
the ideal partner. Currently, even
if  you look at (Matthew) Ebden,
who I’m playing with, he’s some-
body who’s more agile, more ex-
plosive on that surface. And for
clay, especially, I need a partner
who would suit me better in
terms of  going by the surface. If
it was a hard court or a grass
court, maybe Yuki would have
been the preferred choice,”
Bopanna explained. 

Don’t write us off, says Bopanna

Every athlete who
goes into Olympics
wants to win a

medal and everybody
wants to do better than the
previous time
ROHAN BOPANNA 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, July 16: After eight
years, four tournaments and
two finals, Gareth Southgate an-
nounced Tuesday he was step-
ping down as England manager.
He said it was ‘time for change’.
Sunday’s 1-2 loss to Spain in the
European Championship final
proved to be his last game in
charge of  the national team. 

“As a proud Englishman, it
has been the honour of  my life
to play for England and to man-
age England. It has meant every-
thing to me, and I have given it
my all,” Southgate said. “But
it’s time for change, and for a
new chapter.”

Southgate’s contract was due
to expire this year and his an-
n o u n c e m e n t  c o m e s  a f t e r
months of  uncertainty sur-
rounding his future.

Mikel Oyarzabal’s 86th-minute
winner in Berlin was a painful
way to end his reign after he
transformed the fortunes of
England’s underperforming na-
tional team.  Hired in 2016, he led
England to back-to-back finals at
the Euros and to the semifinals
of  the World Cup in 2018.

“Gareth has made the impos-
sible job possible and laid strong
foundations for future success.
He is held in the highest regard

by the players, the backroom
team, by everyone at the FA and
across the world of  football,”
said Mark Bullingham, chief  ex-
ecutive of  the English Football
Association (FA). 

Southgate said before the
European Championships that
it would likely be his last tour-
nament if  England did not win.
During it, he faced fierce criti-
cism for the team’s early per-
formances and some fans threw
plastic beer cups towards him at
the end of  the 0-0 draw with
Slovenia in the group phase. But
he achieved what no other
England manager has by leading
his team to two finals, including
the first on foreign soil. 

Before Southgate’s arrival
England had won only seven
knockout games at tournaments
since 1966. The team won nine dur-
ing his tenure. England were also
in the top five of  FIFA’s rankings
for six years under Southgate.
Previously their longest run had
been seven months. 

England manager Southgate quits

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 16: The big-
hitting Suryakumar Yadav has
emerged as the dark horse to
become India’s T20 captain till
the 2026 World Cup and might just
pip top contender Hardik Pandya,
whose elevation from the vice-
captain’s position was being
seen as a natural progression
up until now.

Pandya made himself  available
for the shortest format games
against Sri Lanka this month
but  i t  has  emerg ed that
Suryakumar, popularly called
‘SKY’, who captained India in
eight T20Is against Australia
and South Africa last year, is
the preferred choice of  new head
coach Gautam Gambhir and
chairman of  selectors Ajit

Agarkar. It is learnt that both
Gambhir and Agarkar spoke to
Pandya about this change of
plan earlier Tuesday evening
and explained to him that a long-
term option was being finalised
to ensure stability. 

The T20 leadership role fell
vacant after Rohit Sharma bid
adieu to his international ca-
reer in the shortest format.

“Hardik Pandya was India’s
T20 vice-captain under Rohit.
He is completely fit and available
for the three-match T20I series
and was supposed to lead the
side but there is a very strong feel-
ing that SKY would be the po-
tential leader not only for the
Sri Lanka series but till the 2026
World Cup,” a senior BCCI source
told this agency on conditions of
anonymity. 

The 33-year-old Suryakumar
is believed to be one of  the most
popular players in the Indian
dressing room. It was under
Gambhir’s captaincy at the
Kolkata Knight Riders that he
made a name for himself  as a T20
player and got nicknamed ‘SKY’
by the then skipper. The source
said that Gambhir’s backing will
help SKY pip Pandya. 

Coach, selectors favour SKY 
SURYAKUMAR MAY BE APPOINTED CAPTAIN OF T20 SQUAD TILL 2026 WORLD CUP 

AGENCIES

Madrid, July 16: Kylian Mbappé
finally put on a Real Madrid jer-
sey Tuesday, fulfilling his child-
hood dream in front of  a packed
Santiago Bernabeu Stadium.
Nearly 80,000 fans were in hand
at the Bernabeu to welcome the
25-year-old France star during his
official presentation as the club’s
newest player. 

Wearing the No. 9 jersey,
Mbappé smiled broadly and
waved to the fans who chanted
his name, then embraced for-
mer Madrid player and coach
Zinedine Zidane, who invited
Mbappé to visit the Spanish club
for the first time when he was just
a teenager.

“It's incredible day for me,”
Mbappé told the crowd, in

Spanish. “Since being a kid I
dreamed about playing for
Madrid and today I’m here. It
means  a  lot  to  me,”  the
Frenchman added. 

“I will do anything, if  required
lay down my life to achieve suc-
cess for the club. This is what I
have been working for all these
years,” he added. 

FINALLY MBAPPÉ’S
DREAM COMES TRUE

Lalit remembers
his hard times
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 16: From being
a hapless victim of  a sting op-
eration to becoming an Olympic
medallist, men’s hockey team
striker Lalit Upadhyay has
worked hard to rebuild his career.
At the age of  17, Lalit’s fledging
career came to a sudden halt
when he was embroiled in a scan-
dal for no fault of  his. 

Posing as an agent, a reporter
from a TV channel offered then
Indian Hockey Federation (IHF)
secretary K Jothikumaran a
sponsorship deal only if  a player
of  their choice was taken into the
team, and Lalit’s name was taken
as a bait.  Lalit was unaware of
such a ‘deal’ and shaken by the
incident, he almost quit hockey.

“I was immature and almost
quit hockey. However, the incident
made me stronger,” Lalit said.

Nagal starts well
Bastad (Sweden): India’s top
singles player Sumit Nagal
finally got the better of Elias
Ymer to make a winning start at
the Nordea Open tennis
tournament here Tuesday. Nagal
had lost both his previous
matches to Ymer. However, he
played well to defeat the
talented Ymer 6-4, 6-3. Nagal,
who will represent India at the
Paris Olympics is playing this
tournament as part of his
preparations. Tuesday turned
out to be good for Nagal as he
achieved his career-best ranking
of 68 in the men’s chart. 

Medal assured 
New Delhi: India’s Shaurya Bawa
guaranteed himself of a medal as
he moved to the semifinals with a
hard fought 3-2 win over Malaysian
Low Wa-Sern in the World Junior
Squash Championships in Houston.
The 18-year-old from Delhi, thus,
becomes only the second Indian
male to reach the semifinals after
Kush Kumar, who reached the last
four stage in 2014. In a thrilling
clash that lasted 80 minutes, Bawa
was down 6-9 and 7-10 in the fifth
game but remarkably saved three
match balls to eke out a 2-11, 11-4,
10-12, 11-8, 12-10 victory in the
boys’ quarterfinals.

PFC keep 5 players
Mohali: Punjab FC (PFC)
announced retaining five Indian
players, including mid-fielder
Ashis Pradhan and goalkeeper
Ravi Kumar, on multi-year deals
for the upcoming ISL season. The
other players retained are Ricky
Shabong, Manglenthang Kipgen
and Suresh Meitei. “They were key
players for the club in the previous
season and the club has kept their
faith in these players,” the club
said in a release. 

Support guaranteed
New Delhi: The All India Football
Federation (AIFF) said Tuesday
that Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya has assured
government support on the
national body’s request covering
four key areas. The AIFF said the
assurance was given by
Mandaviya when federation
president Kalyan Chaubey,
acting Secretary General M
Satyanarayan and treasurer Kipa
Ajay met him Monday. 

SHORT TAKES
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