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Triple murder

PNN & AGENCIES

Balasore, July 4: Bodies of
three persons, including two
women, who went missing under

rocks Balasore

PTIPHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 4: The state
government Thursday formed
a fresh high-level committee,
headed by former judge of Orissa
High Court Justice Biswanath
Rath, to supervise the reopening
of Srimandir Ratna Bhandar
for its repair and inventory of
valuables in it, Law Minister
Prithiviraj Harichandan said.

Addressing media,
Harichandan said that the 16-
member panel has been formed
in accordance with the direc-
tion of the Orissa HC in this re-
gard. In March this year, the pre-
vious BJD government had
formed a 12-member committee,
led by retired judge of Supreme
Court Justice Arijit Pasayat, to
supervise the inventory of jew-
ellery and other valuables stored
in the Ratna Bhandar.

The BJP government has dis-
solved Justice Pasayat-led panel
and formed the fresh commit-
tee, he said.

“A high-level committee is
hereby reconstituted, under the
chairmanship of Justice
Biswanath Rath, to supervise the

<200 crore plan to
curb urban deluge

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 4: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
Thursday asked the Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
to prepare a 3200 crore action
plan to mitigate urban flooding
in the state capital.

The CM issued the direction

(M’s language push

oments after staring work at Lok

Seva Bhawan here, Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi Thursday said all
government work would be done in
Odia language and if needed, the
Odisha Official Language Act will be
amended. The CM made several

Shree Jagannath Temple
Managing Committee in carry-
ing out the inventorisation of
valuables including jewelleries
stored in the Ratna Bhandar,” a
notification issued by the Law
department said.

The new committee will con-
duct its meeting in Puri July 6
to decide the date for the re-
opening of the Ratna Bhandar
and prepare modalities for the
repair of the inner chamber and
inventory of valuables stored
inside it, Harichandan said.

He said the panel will also de-
cide which external agencies
will be involved to examine the
quality of the valuables stored in
the treasury of the 12th-century
shrine. As per recommendation
of the committee, the state gov-
ernment will decide its future
course of action for reopening of
the Ratna Bhandar, he added.

The Chief Administrator of SJTA
has been appointed amember con-
venor of the committee, while Puri
Collector, sand artist Sudarsan
Pattnaik, representative of the
Gajapati, representatives of ASI,
and former DGP Prakash Mishra
are other members of the panel.
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Another student
suicide in Kota

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kota, July 4: A 16-year-old boy from
Bihar, who had been taking coach-
ing for the Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE), died by hanging
from a ceiling fan inside his pay-
ing guest (PG) room here, police
said, Thursday. This is the 13th case
of suspected suicide by a coaching
student here since January.
Sandeep Kumar Kurmi, a native
of Bihar’s Nalanda district, was

him to a brain surgeon mysterious circumstances fol- to the BMC while chairing a announcerments i thg LI taking JEE coaching here for the
] : - ; propagation of the Odia language, art, > :
lowing altercations with two state-level Natural Calamity culture, and heritage inthe state.  p3  1ast two years and lived in a PG
) neighbours over sorcery alle- Committee meeting here. room in Mahaveer Nagar III, the
MARKET WATCH Ao gations in Barpada, under “Flood-like situation is re-  gard. Majhi directed the Water  police said. At around 7am, the
Z = Oupada police limits, here ported in urban areas such as  Resources department to take  teen’s classmate went to his room.
INDEX VARIATION Sunday; were found in the bushes Bhubaneswar after light tomod-  steps on a war-footing basis for =~ When he did not get any response,
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on the outskirts of the village,

that the three had been mur-
dered. The IIC identified the
deceased as Sambari Singh, 45,
Dampa Singh, 55, and Dalia
Singh, 45, of the village.
According to the complaint

which led to a heated exchange
of words between them. The sit-
uation was pacified after neigh-
bours— Dampa and Dalia in-
tervened.

“Following this, Lala and

ers’, whereabouts.

Worried, he went to Oupada po-
lice station and filed a complaint
about his missing mother. A po-
lice team went to Barpada and
enquired about Sambari from

erate rainfall. To tackle urban

traffic snarl on roads.

The state government has de-
cided to create 10 new units of the
Odisha Disaster Rapid Action
Force (ODRAF) from the present
20 to strengthen disaster man-

immediate repair of the weak

In addition to this, a long-term
action plan will be prepared
with the technical support from
IIT-Delhi to mitigate flooding in
Cuttack, Bhubaneswar and other
urban areas, he said. The CM

he peeped through the window

B 7Y Thursday. flooding, the BMC hasbeenasked = riverbanks and embankments  and found Kurmi

% SENSEX  80049.67 62.87 Oupada inspector in-charge toprepare a3200 crore proposal in the state. The Urban  hanging from the 13th such
SHANFTY 2430215 B 1565 (IIC) Sraban Kumar Maharana and submit it to the government ~ Development department has  ceiling  fan, |[EuSes

> said seven persons have been for approval,” Majhi told re-  beendirected to clear thedrains = Mahaveer Nagar suicide
% DOLLAR 8356 W 0.02 detained for questioning while porters after the meeting. in the urban areas so that the ~SHO Mahendra RS vear
x Y the bodies have been sent to Soro Many low-lying areas here floodwaters can smoothly get = Maru said. -
SPEURO  90.21 %0.26 hospital for autopsy. He said pre- were inundated recently after  discharged through drains dur- Kurmi’s classmate informed
Hcop 2436 A 3 liminary investigations suggest heavy rain, which also caused  ing heavy rainfall. the PG caretaker who then in-

formed the police, he said.
According to the SHO, the student
died by suicide on the inter-
vening night of Wednesday and
Thursday. No suicide note was
recovered from the room.

BBSR CTC filed by Sambari’s son Niranjan  Pitambar Kkilled Sambariaswell  the villagers. agement, he said. directed the officials to opera- Kurmi’s brother, Sanjeet, is tak-

Max Temp 301 OC 29 8°C Singh, his mother had gonetothe  as Dampa and Dalia before throw- On the basis of their state- Fiveregional fire hubs in dif-  tionalise 24/7 control rooms in  ing coaching for the medical en-
’ : nearby forest for collecting fire-  ingtheir bodies into the bushes  ment, police launched a search ~ ferent parts of the state willbe  district headquarters and other  trance exam, NEET, here and lives

Min Temp 272°C  255°C wood a few days back whenshe  ontheoutskirts of village Sunday ~ operation on the village out-  set up to tackle disasters, the offices during monsoon. inaseparate PG room in Dadabari
’ ’ injured her eyes whilereturning  night,” he alleged. skirts and found the bodies. CM said. He asked the Health depart- area, Head Constable Mahaveer

Humidity 95% 95% home. Niranjan, who studies in A police official said the bod- The state government has  mentto stock enough anti-snake  Prasad said. The two brothers re-
When the wound did notheal, = Bhubaneswar, said he grewsus-  ies bore injury marksand deep  taken steps to strengthen the  venom in all health centres as  portedly lost their parents four

Rainfall 78mm  86mm Sambari suspected neighbours  picious as Sambari was not re-  gashes, suspected to have been  Fire Service wing at an esti- more instances of snakebites  yearsagoand their uncle was fund-
FORECAST Lala Singh, 35, and Pitambar  ceiving his calls since Sunday  caused due to merciless beat- mated cost of %394 crore from  are reported during monsoon. ing for their education, he added.
Singh, 33 of having performed  night. Upon enquiring withrel- ing. Seven persons who have  State Disaster Response Fund The CM said that people can  Duringa preliminary probe, it was

Glfne(atluy °|°“d3t’ sorcery on her, Niranjan said.  atives, Niranjan found eventhey ~ been detained include the two  (SDRF). It was decided at the  get advance information about  found that Kurmi was an average
szI\Izlof ?{;ﬁ ortwo He alleged that Sambaricon-  and other villagers were clue-  prime suspects, an officer privy  meetingto make provisionforan-  calamities through the Satark  student and would often miss his
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fronted the duo over the issue

6 held over UP tragedy

Hathras (UP): Six members of the
organising committee of preacher
Bhole Baba’s ‘satsang’ were

Hemant Soren takes
oath as Chief Minister

Ranchi: Jharkhand Mukti Morcha

less about her, and the two oth-

Humanoid robot to help maintain Japan’s

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Tokyo, July 4: It resembles an
enormous, malevolent robot

to the investigation, said.

other 3200 crore fund in this re-

mobile application.

With a vertical reach of 12
metre (40ft), the machine

coaching classes, the SHO said.

rail lines

tenance operations of our in-
frastructure and this should pro-
vide a case study for how to deal
with the labour shortage,” West

:{;ﬁ;i‘éént;g? Eﬁfgﬂ‘z"l"';zggﬁe gxm)%frcslét;\;etggis:)ﬁEtagﬁw: nt from 1980s sci-fi but West Japan Can use various Japan Railway’s president
here Tuesday, Uttar Pradesh police  13th Chief Minister of Jharkhand. ~ Railway’s new humanoid em- attachments foritsarmsto ~ Kazuaki Hasegawa told a press
officials said Thursday. Those He was administered the oath of ployee was designed with noth- carrv obiects as heavy as conference. .

arrested were identified as Ram office and secrecy by Governor CP ing more sinister than aspot of ry 0D vy Accopdlng to experts, the in-
Ladaite, 50, Upendra Singh Yadav, Radhakrishnan at the Raj Bhavan painting and gardening in mind. 40kg (88|b), hold a brush troduction of such advanced
62, Megh Singh, 61, Mukesh Kumar,  here, an official said. Soren’s father Starting this month, the large . hai technology in Japan’s railway
38, Manju Yadav, 30, and Manju and JMM supremo Shibu Soren, his ~ machine with huge arms, a to palnt Or use a chainsaw system is expected to have a rip-

Devi, 40. IGP (Aligarh Range)
Shalabh Mathur said all six persons
worked are ‘sevadars’ (volunteers)
at the satsang. “A reward of Rs 1
lakh will be announced and NBW
will also be issued against key
accused Devprakash Madhukar
who is on the run,” Mathur said.

Though Bhole Baba was not named
Y-in the FIR, he will be questioned if
required during investigation, a
senior officer said.

mother Rupi Soren, his wife
Kalpana Soren and senior leaders
of the JMM-led alliance were
present at the swearing-in
ceremony. Chamapi Soren, who
resigned as the CM Wednesday,
was also present on the occasion.
Hemant was released from jail June
28 after the High Court of
Jharkhand granted bail to himina
money laundering case linked to an
alleged land scam.

crude, disproportionately small
Wall-E-like head and coke-bottle
eyes mounted on a truck — which
can drive on rails — has been put
to use for maintenance work on
the company’s network.

Its operator sits in a cockpit on
the truck, ‘seeing’ through the
robot’s eyes via cameras and op-
erating its powerful limbs and
hands remotely.

With a vertical reach of 12
metre (40ft), the machine can
use various attachments for its
arms to carry objects as heavy
as 40kg (88lb), hold a brush to

paint or use a chainsaw.

For now, the robot’s primary
task will be to focus on trim-
ming tree branches along rails
and painting metal frames that

hold cables above trains, the
company said.

The technology will help fill
worker shortages in ageing Japan
as well as reduce accidents such
as workers falling from high
places or suffering electric
shocks, the company said.

“In the future, we hope to use
machines for all kinds of main-

ple effect on the global travel in-
dustry.

-

~

“The ability to maintain in- -

frastructure more efficiently
and safely can lead to improved
service reliability and reduced
downtime for travellers. This,
in turn, enhances the overall

C

travel experience, making it——

more convenient and enjoyable,”
they said.
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M ARIES

The day may start with a
dilemma, but that's exactly
how your skills will come
into play. As evening approaches, you
will be applauded for your outstanding
performance. If Ganesha is particularly
generous today, you may sign new
agreements.

Priorities and money mat-

ters will line up impatient-

(and desk). Your financial constraints

will get an outhurst today. People may

get poignant. You will also enjoy the
higher accountability reposed on you,

B TAURUS
ly to knock on your door u
be taken by surprise with the way you
predicts Ganesha.

.......................................

H GEMINI

Today, you will getan
opportunity to rejuvenate
yourself with seamless
energy. How? Ganesha's guess is that you
will find — or at least you will believe that
you have found — your purpose in life. It
will keep you excited throughout the day,
and maybe even for days to come. You
may spend lavishly to improve your per-
sonal appearance.

.......................................

l CANCER

You know how to make
money, and you are even
better in putting it to good
use. Today, you will have your one eye on
the developments in the stock market,
and the other on brochures of tourism
companies. Yes, you may plan to spend
some money on leisure, entertainment
and getting closer to your family.

You are blessed with a
visionary's creative streak.
Perhaps, that's why, you see
things differently from others. Today,
thanks to the stars, your creative side will
surge forth with renewed vigour. You will
generate ideas effortlessly and continu-
ously as you reach your creative peak.

H VIRGO
There will be dirt on your a‘
shoulder today, so dust it off, j Y

says Ganesha, because

every time you fall you will get up stronger
than before. Your logic and analytical skills
will help you find the necessary precision
to accomplish tasks at work.

HLIBRA r‘
There are many kinds of
worries that you must equip ‘k ‘k
yourself to deal with. To do
this, you may have to learn and follow the
basic steps of problem-analysing tech-
niques. The steps involve obtaining facts,
analysing them and then arriving at a
decision based upon your observations.

l SCORPIO

Ganesha feels a taxing and

demanding day may be at

hand today. Things might

baffle you so much that you might lose
your ability to think clearly. The battle is
not lost because your power of resilience
will be the silver lining.

.......................................

M SAGITTARIUS

You will discover a flair for
flirting as you puppet
words to your romantic will
with ease and grace. Most of today will
be spent in the company of a loved one,
perhaps a picnic for two, or a day-long
romantic date.

.......................................

Il CAPRICORN

Like you weren't already

overworked, new responsi-

bilities will keep you occu-

pied throughout the day, says Ganesha.
The excitement with which you work
every day will weaken, and eventually die
down by the end of the day. This is mainly

rissaPOST
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FORTUNE FORECAST i

ONSCREEN EVERY GUY’S FANTASY

Actor Mark Wahlberg has talked
about working with Halle Berry in
the upcoming film The Union and
said that romancing the actress
onscreen is every man’s fantasy,
reports people.com. People magazine.
NN OU ooy

about India

Mumbai: Actress Parineeti Chopra recently engaged in an in-
teractive session with fans on Instagram, aiming to debunk
common myths about the country.

The actress, who has 44.2 million followers on Instagram,
took to the Stories section for a lively interaction with her
fanbase, encouraging them to share myths about India.

In her post, she wrote: “Loved that! Let’s break com-
mon myths about India... Send me videos/myths!.”

One fan debunked the myth, stating, “Sardars and
Punjabis don’t use Balle Balle in their conversations!”

Parineeti responded, “YES! And everything is not chak
de phatte... Lassi is not our only beverage.”

Another user wrote: “Everyone who lives in Rajasthan
carries multiple pots of water on their head through
the desert.”

The Ishaqzaade actress clarified, “It’s a beautiful tra-
ditional image! But Rajasthan also has commercial and
modern cities.”

One fan said: “Completely unrelated to what you have > 4 S
asked, but Raghav is the cutest husband one can get.” i -
Parineeti responded with humour; “Small break for FACTS”, i =
accompanied by a kiss emoji. =\ ———

Parineeti tied the knot with Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader ! \\ ———

Raghav Chadha on September 24, 2023, at a private 1uxury
hotel in Udaipur. ians

Isha’s
regrets

gret she has

from doing the
controversial reality show was en-
countering selfish people who were |
just ‘using’ her. .

“I've encountered many selfish .
people who were just using me, |
and I didn’t even realise it at the |
time. Iregret those experiences. I
regret forming friendships or rela-
tionships with people who didn't re-
spect me or understand my worth,”
she said.

In BB 17, Isha was seen with her
then-beau Samarth Jurel. She be-
friended Ankita Lokhande and her
husband Vicky Jain. The actress was
also seen often locking horns with
her former beau Abhishek Kumar.

“Idon’t think I would do more re-
ality shows in general, but if it’s
something related to dancing, like
Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa, I would love |
to participate I've been dancing /
since I was six years old, so Why y
not?” Isha added. _

.

Mumbai:
Actress
Isha
Malviya,
who was
seen 1inf
Bigg Boss §
17 (BB
17)1ast year, }
said that

entirely in the UK.

“Fawad Khan has a massive international pull given

his popularity amongst South Asians worldwide. He has

also been a part of the Marvel cinematic universe. Details ;

of this project are being kept under wraps and every- /

one is tight-lipped about it. The producers will an-

nounce this project just before it starts its filming

schedule in the UK,” a trade source was quoted as ¥

saying. :

The rom-com will tell the story of how two /™
broken people come together by a stroke of luck |

and end up helping each other and ultimately

falling in love. The yet-to-be-titled film is

Eastwood Studios’ first international col- |

laboration.

On the work front, Fawad was last

seen in 2016’s Ae Dil Hai Mushkil, di-

rected by Karan Johar, which also |

starred Ranbir Kapoor, Anushka |

Sharma and Aishwarya Rai.

AGENCIES

W
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On the work front, Isha was
seen in music video Paon Ki
Jutti by Jyoti Nooran. ians
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WHY SHOULD OTHER
PEOPLE BENEFIT FROM
MY HARD WORK?

VANESSA WELCOMES FIRST BABY
WITH HUSBAND COLE TUCKER

Actress Vanessa Hudgens has welcomed her
first baby with her MLB player husband Cole
Tucker. Hudgens and Tucker were seen leaving
a Santa Monica hospital July 3, which also
happened to be Tucker’s 28th birthday, reports

Fawad set for
B-town return

Mumbai: Pakistani actor Fawad Khan is expected to return to %
Indian cinema with a rom-com, which also stars Vaani Kapoor. Aarti
Bagdi has come on board to direct the project, which will be shot

calling the cards.

N

scenes.”

SUDOKU

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

Mumbal Actress Sherrnavaz Jijina, who is awa1t1ng the
release of Season 3 of the superhit steaming showM
o, Mirzapur, has shared that in the new season, her char-
acter will be seen as a part of the drug cartel, and|
making drug deals.
The actress spoke about the changing trajectory
of her character of Shabnam in the show and how
she goes from being a reticent woman to the one

She told this agency: “Shabnam has never
' abused anyone, she’s never held a gun, and she
is completely far away from the whole thing.
She’s the only character who is so disassociated
with the whole Gaddi, with the whole politics af-
fair and now suddenly she’s making drug deals
and she’s fighting and she’s standing her
ground and she’s standing up against Guddu.
A\ It was fun, and was one of my favourite

. Sheshared that be it Shweta Tripathi
Sharma’ character of Golu, Rasika's
character of Beena or Isha Talwar’s
character of Madhuri, they've all
done a great job and it's such a
great portrayal of women. She ||
said, “It gives them a push in |
\ amale-dominated show; with
women coming up in such
anice way. It's our writers
who have done a fantastic
" job with that. It's very em- |
powering.”
She further mentioned
that this season has been
very challenging for her, even
_ for Shabnam Lala, who
> is one of her|

favourite char-

acters
IANS
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because you will burn your energy and
resources in helping others.
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POLITICKLE

MANJUL

OMANTIL

NO, SIR! IT WAS A DIFFERENT KIND
OF WIN, SIR. | DIDN'T ARREST
OUR OPPONENTS OR APPOIN

THE UMPIRES ——

Panel to examine medical
education plans in Odia

/

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 4:
The state government has
constituted a 22-member
committee with Manash
Ranjan Sahoo, Vice
Chancellor of Odisha
University of Health
Sciences (OUHS) as its
Chairman to examine
plans for providing med-
ical education in Odia lan-
guage in the state.

In a notification, the
Health and Family Welfare
(H&FW) department said
“In view of the mandate
to provide medical educa-
tion in Odia language in
the state, a committee is
hereby constituted to ex-
amine the matter, identify
the essential course books
for MBBS education re-
quired to be translated in
QOdia language and workout
timeline and budget re-
quirement for undertak-
ing the task.”

Members of the com-
mittee include Pravash
Tripathy, Additional prof
Anatomy AIIMS
Bhubaneswar; Archana
Misra, HoD, Physiology,
SCBMCH, Cuttack;
Manaswaini Mangaraj,
HoD, Biochem, AIIMS
Bhubaneswar; Niranjan
Rout ex prof & HoD
Pathology; Bharat Patel,
asst prof Microbiology,
Sundargarh Government
Medical College and
Hospital, Sundergarh;
Pradeep Kumar Nayak,
asst prof FMT, Deputy
Controller Examination,
OUHS, BBSR; Biswa
Ranjan Padh, additional
prof of Pharmacology,
AIIMS Bhubaneswar;
Durga Satapathy, HoD,
SPM, MKCG Medical
College and Hospital,
Berhampur; Pradipta
Parida, HoD ENT, AIIMS
Bhubaneswar; Prasanna
Ku Rathore, associate prof
Medicine, PRM Medical
College and Hospital,
Baripada; Lachhman Bag,
associate prof Surgery,
SJMCH Puri; Ritanjali
Behera, 0&G PRMMCH,
Baripada; Bishnu Patro,
HoD, Orthopaedics, AIIMS
Bhubaneswar; Bhagirathi
Dwibedy, prof Paediatrics,
AIIMS Bhubaneswar;
Biswanath Behera, asso-
ciate prof Dermatology,
AIIMS Bhubaneswar;
Mihir Ranjan Nayak, prof

Anaeshesiology, JKMCH,
Jajpur; Sudipta Nayak, ad-
ditional prof Radiology,
AIIMS, Bhubaneswar;
Rajashree Rout, associate
prof Ophthalmology, SLN-
MCH, Koraput.
Premananda Mohapatra
Programme Advisor, Odia
Bhasha Pratisthan,
Bhubaneswar and
Registrar of OUHS, BBSR
has been appointed as a
member and Convener of
the committee.

The Committee will as-
sess the volume of works
to be taken up for the pur-
pose and the timeline re-
quired for getting the work
done.

The Committee will sub-
mit their proposal to the
H&FW department within
15 days for taking further
action in the matter, the
notification added.

Meanwhile, Subasish
Behera, a Dentist from
Cuttack said the govern-
ment’s move defies simple
logic. “Will students from
outside states who are en-
rolled in medical colleges
here be able understand
medical terms in Odia,”
he asked. He said even fac-
ulties will struggle to ex-
plain concepts in Odia after
learning it in English.”T’d
rather suggest that they
should start introducing
the language in schools
and colleges before imple-
menting it in medical col-
leges,” he added.

Amrit Pattojoshi, HoD
of Psychiatry, Hitech med-
ical college said translating
the medical curriculum
for MBBS students into
Odia presents significant
challenges. “Medicine re-
lies on standardized ter-
minologies and practices
globally, with English serv-
ing as the common lan-
guage for international col-
laboration. Changing these
terminologies can lead to
aloss of accuracy and dip
in standards, affecting
global acceptance and train-
ing standardisation,”
he said.

It is worth mentioning
that the previous BJD gov-
ernment had planned to
introduce a policy frame-
work for promoting tech-
nical as well as medical
education in Odia language
in the state. It was as per a
resolution passed during
the First World Odia

Lok Seva Bhavan
ASO found dead

DEBADURLLAV HARICHANDAN, OP

Bhubaneswar, July 4: The body of an as-
sistant section officer (ASO) employed at
Lok Seva Bhavan here was found hanging
inside his rented house in Acharya Vihar
area here under suspicious circumstances.

Investigating officer (I0) ASI Mohan
Charan Murmu of Saheed Nagar police
station said the deceased was identified
as Mara Marandi, 26, a native of
Mayurbhanj district. He was employed in
the Steel and Mines department at Lok
Seva Bhavan here.

The IO also said, “Mara’s roommate
Lalmohan arrived at the rented house
around 2pm and found the main door
bolted from inside. His suspicion grew
when Mara did not respond despite knock-
ing the door several times. He went near
the window at the backside of the house
and spotted Mara hanging from the
ceiling fan.”

On being informed, cops rushed the
spot and broke door open. However, by
then, Mara had died.

The ASI said though the exact reason of
his death is yet to be ascertained, Mara’s
colleagues are being quizzed to elicit more
details. “Post-mortem report will reveal the
details of the death,” he added.

PLANTATION DRIVE

Chief Justice of Orissa High Court
Chakradhari Sharan Singh takes part in
a plantation drive organised by Odisha

State Legal Services Authority at Aain
Seva Bhawan in Cuttack, Thursday
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CM’s language, culture push

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 4: In keep-
ing with the promises made in
its election manifesto, the BJP
government in the state, led by
Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi, gave a major push to the
Odia Asmita (pride) plank
Thursday by announcing a slew
of initiatives aimed at giving a
fresh lease of life to the Odisha’s
cultural and linguistic heritage.
Soon after stepping into his of-
fice at Lok Seva Bhawan, the
CM directed all officers con-
cerned to implement the gov-
ernment’s vision and if needed,
make amendments to the Odisha
Official Language Act to stream-
line procedures

The CM was working at a tem-
porary office in the state guest
house since taking oath June
12, as renovation work of his of-
fice at Lok Seva Bhawan was
underway.

Majhi bowed down on his
knees before entering Lok Seva
Bhawan Thursday morning and
then entered his office chamber
amidst the chanting of Sanskrit
slokas by priests.

Deputy Chief Ministers Kanak
Vardhan Singh Deo and Pravati
Parida, along with several other
ministers, were present on the
occasion. Speaking to reporters,
Majhi said, “Apart from tangible
development, emphasis will be
laid on cultural development.
Importance will also be given
to the promotion and preserva-
tion of Odia ‘asmita’ (pride).”

4 officers reverted
to GA & PG dept

POST NEWS NETWORK

o
KEY TAKEAWAYS

m Odisha Sahitya Akademi, Odis|

=

Sangeet Natak Akademi and Lalit :

Kala Akademi will be restructured :

Majhi said he has issued in-
structions to the officers to en-
sure that all files put forth before
him are in Odia language.

He said all government work
would be done in Odia language.
If needed, the Odisha Official
Language Act will be amended.

The CM announced that a lan-
guage commission will be set
up for the promotion of Odia
language. The Odisha Sahitya
Akademi, Odisha Sangeet Natak
Akademi and Lalit Kala Akademi
will be restructured and steps will
be taken to augment their work-
ing capabilities, he added.

m Odisha Language Bhawan and

Odia Asmita Bhawan to be set up
m Sanskruti Bhawan to come up
in all the districts

“The Odissi Research Centre
will be made effective and qual-
ity research on ‘Odia asmita’
will be encouraged. Efforts will
be made to promote reading
habits among the people by ex-
panding the library movement,”
he said. A translation academy
will be established for the pro-
motion of Odia language and
literature while a mechanism
will be put in place for the use of
technology for the development
of the Odia language, Majhi said.

Odisha Language Bhawan and
Odia Asmita Bhawan will also be
set up, he said.

To promote the art and cul-
ture of each district, Sanskruti
Bhawan will be set up in all the
districts of Odisha, he said.

Special consideration will be
made for the appointment of
Odia teachers in high schools
across the state. The work for
the establishment of Paika
Academy and Memorial at
Barunei will be accelerated.

The state government is com-
mitted to giving importance to
the development of the various
heritage sites of the state. All
work will be done with the co-
operation and suggestion of the
public, Majhi added.

He called upon the people to
give suggestions as to what else
needed to be done for Odia as-
mita. They can submit their pro-
posals to the government in the
coming days, he added.

Bhubaneswar, July 4: As many as four
senior Odisha Administrative Service
(OAS) officers, who were posted in the
CMO during Naveen Patnaik’s tenure,
were reverted to the General
Administration & Pubic Grievance
(GA&PG) department, Thursday.

The four officers are Lala Manoj Kumar
Ray, who was posted as special secretary
to former chief minister, Rabindra Kumar
Sethi, who was
posted as OSD at
the office of the for-

mer

while chief minister.

77 #77 Subranshu Mishra,
il i & i who worked as ad-
., ditional secretary

e ﬂ’; to former CM with
_ additional charge
of additional secretary of Sports and YS
department, and Manoj Kumar Swain,
who worked as joint secretary to the erst-

CM,
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Elaborate arrangements by ECoR for Rath Yatra

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, July 4: In view
of the upcoming Rath Yatra,
Ministry of Railways has de-
cided to provide convenience to
the devotees coming to Puri by
trains, railway officials said
Thursday.

Expecting a huge congrega-
tion, East Coast Railway (ECoR)
has planned 315 special trains
along with sanitation and clean-
liness of station premises as
well as safety and security of
people, officials said.

ECoR said that special trains
will run from almost all parts of
the state and from neighboring
Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh
and West Bengal. Large num-
ber of extra coaches will be put
into services. Special Trains will
be run by using Al-based dy-
namic Scheduling System.
Railways aim to carry around 15
lakh passengers to and from
Puri during the festival.

Emphasis will be given on ef-
fective announcements at the
stations and effortless ticketing
system, by operating additional
ticket booking counters, offi-
cials said.

A round-the-clock control room
will be opened to look into pas-
sengers’ issues as well as smooth
train operations, they added.

Some of the measures to be im-
plemented during the festival
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Coastal security beefed up

Bhubaneswar: In order to meet unforeseen challenges during Rath Yatra, Additional
DG of Police, Coastal Security, at a preparatory meeting, instructed all the stakehold-
ers to be on alert mode and intensify extensive patrolling from July 6 to July 19.
Coastal security control room will be operational at Penthakata marine police station
to assist ships and air assets deployed during the festival, an official said. All marine
police stations have been instructed to intensify extensive sea/land patrolling during
car festival, the official added. According to sources, Indian Coast Guard (ICG) will
conduct continuous patrolling with standby interceptor boats at Paradip and
Gopalpur. ICG Air Wing will conduct air surveillance along the Puri coast. Indian Navy
will deploy a team of life guards and medical assistants at Puri sea beach. Fisheries
department trawlers will be deployed at Astaranga and Chandrabhaga to keep a
watch on the movement of fishing boats and suspicious activities.

include train Information sys-
tem/enquiry counters, video
wall displays, UTS on mobile
app, waiting areas and sheds to
accommodate around 15,000 pil-
grims and devotees.

Other arrangements include

food catering and hospitality,
medical facilities and emergency
ambulance services.

Railway will ensure uncut
power supply besides providing
drinking water facilities and
unisex toilets for the conven-

NBCC to oversee Ravenshaw varsity devpt

The scope of the project
includes construction
and development of
various key facilities with
more than 45,000sqm of
built-up area

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 4: The
National Building Construction
Corporation (NBCC) has been
entrusted with the task of over-

}seeing comprehensive devel-
opment of Ravenshaw
University in Cuttack, one of
the premier educational insti-
tutes in the state.

The project, valued at ap-
proximately ¥250crore, aims to
enhance infrastructure across the
university’s main campus and
Mahanadi campus.

The scope of the project in-
cludes construction and devel-

WSC’s training for
School of Services

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 4: World
Skill Center (WSC) invites online
applications for its School of
Services 2024-25.

The centre offers market-ori-
ented, diverse year-long advanced
training programmes. Last date
for application is August 30. The
courses focus on preparing
youths for national and global
service sectors job opportuni-
ties. The School of Services pro-
vides advance course in ‘Beauty
& Wellness. The course includes
aspects like beauty therapy and
hair-dressing. The ‘Beauty &
Wellness’ modules cover make-
up, nail services, skin care, mas-
sage therapy, head and scalp
treatments, hair styling, hair-
cutting, and hair colouring.
Candidates with a +2 qualifica-
tion or a diploma in any disci-
pline are eligible to apply.

Candidates can apply for enroll-
ment after registering themselves at
WSC website www.worldskillcen-
ter.org. For more information, can-
didates can contact on the toll-free
number 1800-266-6002.

opment of various key facili-
ties with more than 45,000sqm
of built-up area.

At the main campus, the
project will include the con-
struction of two research
scholar hostels (G+3), each ac-
commodating 150 students and
spanning approximately
8,000sqm.

Additionally, a comprehen-
sive mess facility, equipped
with dining areas, kitchens,
and essential amenities to serve
1,000 students, shall be built.

The project also encompasses
the construction of staff quar-
ters (G+7), comprising 14 units

Canine weddmgs on the rise in Chin

plete with picturesque out-

door setting, white lace gown
and a delectable cake. This was
the perfect day for golden re-
trievers - Bree and Bond - to tie
the knot in front of their closest
human and canine friends.

Pet weddings are on the rise
in China, where government
policies have had little success
in encouraging more humans
to wed in this fast-ageing society
where the population is declin-
ing and marriage and birth rates
remain low.

The popularity of pets and
an increasing willingness to
splurge on them are driving the
trend. Spending on furry com-
panions in 2023 rose 3.2 per cent
t0 279.3 billion yuan ($38.41 bil-
lion) from a year earlier, in-
dustry figures show.

“People have weddings. Why
can’t dogs have weddings?” Bree’s
owner Rye Ling said after es-
corting his female pet down the
aisle, where she exchanged vows
promising to always share treats
and play with her husband Bond.

As of 2023, there were more

I t was a dream wedding, com-

of 2BHK and 14 units of 3BBHK
apartments, with a total built-
up area of about 4,000sqm.

Furthermore, an exclusive
road tailored for the needs of
visually impaired students, en-
suring accessibility across
the campus, shall be con-
structed.

The project also includes
comprehensive peripheral de-
velopment and the installation
of essential infrastructure for
the smooth functioning of ac-
ademic
and residential life at the uni-
versity.

At Mahanadi campus, the
project will include the con-
struction of two hostel build-
ings (G+3)
with a combined capacity of
1,000 students (700 boys and
300 girls), spanning an area of
approximately 18,000sqm.

An academic block (G+2)
covering 8,500sqm, equipped
with furniture, seminar halls,
and peripheral amenities to
support academic pursuits,

and a library block spanning
6,500sqm, featuring study areas
and seminar halls.

A cafeteria with a capacity
for 1,000 individuals and a staff
recreation hall will provide
amenities for both students
and faculty.

than 116 million cats and dogs
in urban China, according to
figures by research firm Acuity
Knowledge Partners. If dis-
tributed evenly across China’s

ience of passengers.

Railway officials said that
in order to handle rush of pil-
grims, additional booking coun-
ters will be opened at
Bhubaneswar;, Cuttack, Khurda
Road, Berhamapur, Balugaon,
Khalikot, Paradeep, Bhadrak
and Jajpur-Keonjhar Road
along with other important
stations in its jurisdiction.
Passenger Help Desks will be
set up near the buffer ends of

platforms in order to guide the
passengers, they said.

A number of ‘Train
Timetable Boards’ will be put
up at strategic locations at Puri
railway station.

A temporary shed is being
erected at the railway station to
accommodate surplus devotees.
Also, CCTV cameras will be in-
stalled in and around the sta-
tion to keep a close watch on
anti-social activities.

MOCK DRILL AHEAD OF CAR FEST

Puri: To ensure coordination among the staff of different departments and agen-
cies during the festival, a mock drill was conducted here, Thursday. Puri district
collector Siddharth Shankar Swain, at a meeting with different department offi-
cials, prepared a standard operating procedure. Thereafter, a mock drill was car-
ried out with NDRF, ODRF, Fire Brigade, Police department, Transport department,
PWD and volunteers. DGP Arun Sarangi also held a meeting with senior police offi-
cers and emphasised on providing proper security and services to devotees.

3-day

UN begins -

at St Xavier’s Cuttack

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, July 4: The India’s
International Movement to
United Nations (IIMUN) kicked
off at St. Xavier’s Senior’s Senior
Secondary School here, Thursday:
The three-day event will con-
clude, July 6.

The opening ceremony was a
cultural amalgamation of Indian
and international ideas.
Olympian Dutee Chand, ADGP
Lalit Das, and school Principal
Priyadarshi Nayak were pres-
ent at the inaugural function.

Speaking on the occasion,
Nayak said the event will sim-
ulate debates and discussions
for various committees and agen-

IN MEMORIAM: Odia Language, Literature and Culture department staffers paying tributes to Swami Vivekananda on

his 122nd death anniversary near Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar, Thursday

urban population, roughly one
in eight Chinese people own a cat
or a dog, with a majority of own-
ers under 40, according to the re-
search firm.

OP PHOTO

dasrelated to state, national and
international issues in the
Assembly, World Health
Organisation and various com-
mittees of LokSabha.

The eventwill see around 300
debating students in the school
and an estimated footfall of
around 400 people as an audi-
ence. The rendezvous is set to wit-
ness school/college students,
their parents, teachers, princi-
pals and luminaries from dif-
ferent walks of life.

With the motto, ‘Uniting the
World the Indian Way’ IIMUN has
been responsible for organising
220 such conferences in as many
cities across the country and in
35 countries globally every year.

Retirement allowance
of para-teachers hiked

Kolkata: The West Bengal
government Thursday announced
a substantial hike in the ‘one-time
benefit’ for contractual higher
secondary teachers and para-
teachers upon retirement.
Sharing the news on X, Education

Minister Bratya Basu said L

following the initiative of Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee, the
school education department has
decided to increase the one-time
retirement allowance for all such
contractual employees associated
with teaching from 2/3 lakh to 35
lakh. This increase will be effective
from April 2024, he said. “This
benefit will cover para-teachers,
academic supervisors, contractual
higher secondary teachers, SSK
(Shishu Shiksha Kendra), and MSK
(Madhyamik Shiksha Kendra)
employees associated with
education,” Basu said. Basu also
shared an image of the school
education department’s circular

on X, which indicated that the ’i

finance department has issued an
order for enhancing “the terminal
benefit from 2 lakh/3 lakh to 35
lakh in respect of contractual
higher secondary teachers, para-
teachers, SSK and MSK teachers,
academic supervisors, ASHA
(Accredited Social Health
Activist) workers and Anganwadi
workers. upon attaining the age
of 60/65 years.”

a Education fair at DPS Kalinga

Ling and his girlfriend Gigi fOI‘ C I a.SS XI XI I StU d e ntS

Chen, who said they’re in no
rush to get married themselves,
meticulously planned the ca-
nine ceremony for months, ar-
ranging professional photogra-
phers, designing wedding
booklets and ordering a custom-
made, 800-yuan cake complete
with toppers that resemble Bree
and Bond.

Yang Tao, whose Shanghai-
based pet bakery prepared the
cake, said she was initially sur-
prised that customers wanted
wedding cakes for their dogs.

“I think there will be more
and more dog weddings,” Yang
said, adding that she has already
catered several similar cere-
monies since her bakery was
launched in 2022.

“We have already received an
order for a few months from now
...and that’s for a dog wedding.”

Ling said he hoped the cere-
mony would give Bree and Bond
a ‘sense of ritual’. Ling, who
said he wanted only one child,
also hopes to welcome puppies
soon.

REUTERS

Student

L

Qutreach

s Y

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 4: DPS
Kalinga organised a career and
education fair in collaboration
with ‘Student Outreach’ on the
school premises Thursday.

The fair offered career guid-
ance and profile building op-
portunities for Class XI and
Class XII students who are cur-
rently at a stage of exploring
their interests and tracing their
future paths.

Students from more than 15 ed-
ucational institutions includ-

ing Ashoka University, Alliance
University, ESSEC Business
School Paris and Singapore,
Flame University, OP Jindal
University, Whistling Woods
International, MIT MPU Pune
and World University of Design
took part in the fair.

The school organisers con-
ducted various interactive ses-
sions, informative presenta-
tions and group counselling
programmes to enlighten stu-
dents on various career op-
portunities and emerging ca-
reers.

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-SaiAudio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-9090071530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090090404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 9938317558, KIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
} Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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PMAY goes haywire in Rayagada

Many beneficiaries have received work orders but are unable to carry out construction due to unavailability of land

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rayagada, July 4: The Centre-
sponsored housing scheme
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY) has allegedly gone hay-
wire in the tribal dominated
Rayagada district as over 862
beneficiaries have failed to build
a house despite receiving work
orders.

Unavailability of land for the
beneficiaries is said to be the
chief cause behind this. The
Union government launched the
PMAY housing scheme in 2015 to
provide pucca houses to poor
households in the country.

Officials said the Centre has
been conducting surveys in rural
areas to identify poor to very
poor people and bring them
under the housing scheme.

Villagers of Haladipada in
JKPur alleged that the actual
beneficiaries have failed to get
the benefits of the scheme while

work orders for construction of
houses are issued to only those
who pay bribe.

Moreover, many beneficiar-
ies have received work orders
but they are unable to carry out
construction due to unavail-
ability of land. Reports said as
many as 862 beneficiaries were
identified in 2021 and work orders
were issued but they are unable
to proceed as land is not available.

As per government norms, the
District Rural Development Agency
(DRDA) which manages and over-
sees the implementation of vari-
ous anti-poverty programmes
identifies the landless and sub-
mits the list to the tehsil office.

The beneficiaries construct
their houses after the tehsildar
reviews the list and provides gov-
ernment land for the purpose,
an official of the DRDA said. He
however, said that they are reg-
ularly writing letters to the tehsil
office but without any success.

When contacted, Nihar Ranjan
Kanhar; executive officer of DRDA
and Rayagada Zilla Parishad said
that there were 2,868 landless
beneficiaries in the district before
he took charge. However, the
number has come down to 862
after he repeatedly raised the
issue in Revenue department
meetings and wrote to the tehsil-

dars to expedite the matter.

Similarly, many PMAY houses
are only halfway through their
construction. A total of 38,180
beneficiaries have been identi-
fied and issued work orders in
11 blocks of the district in last
six years from 2016-17 to 2020-
21. However, 36,204 houses have
been completed while the rest
1,976 houses remain incomplete.

A maximum of 595 houses are
incomplete in Kashipur, 378 in
Muniguda, 204 in
Kalyansinghpur, 108 in
Chandrapur, 224 in Bissam
Cuttack and similar numbers
in other blocks.

Similarly, 26,647 beneficiaries
have been issued work orders
in 2021-22 FY. However, 13,643
houses have been completed
while 13,004 are incomplete.

A maximum of 1,951 houses
have remained incomplete in
Kalyansinghpur block, 152 in
Bissam Cuttack, 652 in

Chandrapur, 752 in Gudari, 870
in Gunupur, 1,206 in Kashipur,
1,510 in Kolnara, 1,530 in
Muniguda, 710 in Padmapur, 550
in Ramnaguda and 1,553 in
Rayagada.

It has become a difficult task to
transport building materials to the
hilly regions in the district, DRDA
executive officer Kanhar said.
“However, we are regularly con-
ducting meetings and making ef-
forts to complete the houses in the
given time period,” he added.

Rayagada MLA Appalaswamy
Kadraka alleged several bene-
ficiaries in rural areas have been
deprived of a house under PMAY.
People are being harassed dur-
ing transfer of money for con-
struction while funds are not
being released to the actual ben-
eficiaries within the time frame.
He however, assured to take up
the matter with concerned offi-
cials and raise the issue in the
state Assembly.

Couple dead, 3 injured
as car rams into truck

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jajpur, July 4: A man and his
wife were killed, while three
others were critically injured,
after the car they were travelling
in rammed into a stationary
truck on NH-16 in Jajpur dis-
trict Thursday, police said.

The incident happened in the
early hours near a petrol pump
on the outskirts of Panikoili
Bazar within the limits of
Panikoili police station when
the car was on its way to Balasore
from Cuttack, the police said.

Police suspect the car’s driver
possibly lost control of the ve-
hicle and hit the stationary

Child marriages
continue secretly
in Mahakalapara

POST NEWS NETWORK

Mahakalapara, July 4
The incidence of child mar-
riage cases has been in-
creasing day by day in
this block of Kendrapara
district. Child marriage
is particularly prevalent
in panchayats such as

. Batighara, Kharinasi,

/"Ramanagar, Petchhela,
Baulakani, Jambu,
Kebidandua, Nanju,
Suniti, and Gogua under
this block.

These illegal marriages,
predominant among the
scheduled tribes (ST), are
conducted secretly, mainly
due to poverty, illiteracy,
and lack of awareness.
Fearing of administrative
action, some families are
marrying off their un-
derage daughters in tem-
ples, monasteries and other
religious places secretly

\ at night by calling priests

/ for quick ceremonies. Local
intellectuals have described
this as a social ailment.

Such clandestine child
marriages are particularly
attempted in tribal and
Bengali-inhabited villages
in the area. Tipped-off
about such a child mar-
riage, Mahakalapara
Women and Child
Development Officer
Kabita Mallik took im-
mediate action to stop the
ceremony. Under her di-
rection, a committee went
to the concerned village,
stopped the marriage and
presented both the parties
before the District Child
Welfare Committee.

Similarly, another child
marriage attempted by a
tribal household was pre-
vented by the department
in May this year.

Legal action will be taken
against the families involved
in child marriage, said

Mallik adding that over 20
child marriages have come
to light in Mahakalapara
in the past two years and ac-
tion has been taken by the
department.

Additionally, all
Anganwadi workers in the
block have been instructed
toraise awareness among
local residents to stop the
unabated child marriages.
Efforts are being made by
the department to resolve
the issue, she added.

In certain communities,
child marriages are con-
ducted secretly with fam-
ily consent when the girl
is about 12-15 years old.
Sources said families, usu-
ally from economically
weaker sections, are mar-
rying off their underage
daughters with the help
of local brokers to older
men from Jhansi, Mathura,
Vrindavan, Varanasi, Agra
in Uttar Pradesh and
Kolkata and Murshidabad
in West Bengal.

Many of these girls, after
facing physical and men-
tal torture post-childbirth,
are returning to their
parental homes. In 2017, a
division bench of the
Supreme Court had pro-
nounced that marrying an
underage girl is a punish-
able offense. Marrying a
minor and keeping sexual
relation with her is con-
sidered as rape. Legal pro-
visions mandate criminal
investigation in such cases
and the POCSO Act pro-
vides for severe punish-
ment for those involved.

All the states have been
instructed to strictly en-
force these laws. On the
other hand, underage preg-
nancies pose danger for
both mother and child. In
this scenario the risk of
mortality is also very high
for them.

SAIL inducted as member of LeadIT

ROURKELA: Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) has
recently been inducted as a member of the Leadership Group
for Industry Transition (LeadIT). The announcement came
June 25 at the ‘Engaging India at AImedalen’ programme held
in Visby, Sweden. LeadIT, supported by the World Economic
Forum (WEF), was launched by the governments of Sweden

and India at the UN
Climate Action

| Summitin

| September, 2019. It
%% is an alliance of

<y countries and

~ forward-thinking
companies that are
committed for
action to achieve the
Paris Agreement

goals and net-zero transition. LeadIT members subscribe to
the notion that energy-intensive industry can and must
progress on low-carbon pathways, aiming to achieve net-zero
carbon emission by 2050. This strategic move of SAIL to align
with the LeadIT vision emphasises SAIL's commitment to
climate action and also aligns the company with global effort
to combat climate change. By joining LeadIT, SAIL will have
access to sectoral and cross-sectoral learning, valuable
insights into new technologies and collaborations for
innovative opportunities. During a recent visit to Sweden to
firm up the collaboration, Amarendu Prakash, Chairman, SAIL,
was a guest speaker at the session with the theme ‘Samband
for Climate Action’. “We find LeadIT as a great platform where
} both governments and the industry are actually coming
together to share ideas, bring in thoughts and look for
collaborative innovation to solve this problem,” he said.

truck from behind.

The deceased, identified as
Binod Behari Jena and his wife
Sumitra Jena, were residents of
Soro area in Balasore district.

Immediately after the acci-
dent, locals and fire department
officials reached the spot to res-
cue all five occupants of the car

, including the
" driver. A police
¢ team also reached

s the accident spot
to join the rescue
. operation.

The injured
were taken to the
+ district headquar-
ters hospital
(DHH), where the doctors de-
clared the couple dead, a police
officer said.

The remaining three injured
persons were later shifted to
SCB Medical College and
Hospital in Cuttack after their
condition deteriorated.

The police have seized the car
and initiated an investigation.

Man rapes, loots
woman; arrested

Phulbani: A man has been
arrested for allegedly
raping and looting a woman
in Kandhamal district,
police said Thursday. The
incident took place in
Raikia area when the

EAST COAST RAILWAY |

Tender No. : 92245600

[1{(:1,Il SET OF TPU RING
CONSISTING OF 04 ITEMS
(1) - TPU RING INNER FOR PRIMARY
SUSPENSION, ITEM NO. 1 OF DRG.
NO. CG-20049, QTY PER SET - 16
NOS. (2) - TPU RING OUTER FOR
PRIMARY SUSPENSION, ITEM NO. 2

, RATH YATRA

OF DRG. NO. CG-20049, QTY PER SET
woman was returning to - 16 NOS. (3) - TPU RING INNER FOR R RATH YATRA (07.07.2024 T0 14,07.2024)
her in-laws’ village from O TRGAIG Chter dryiae DEP, TIME NAME O DATE OF DEP. | DEP. TINE
her r'[‘lat_ernal place June SET - 08 NOS. (4) - TPU RING OUTER SPECIAL TRAINS DEP. g :lzosum AT PURI SPECIAL TRAINS FROM PURI FROM PURI| Dsﬁfsm
29. Finding her alone, the FOR SECONDARY SUSPENSION, 08495 PARADEEP-PURI 06-13.07.24 2100 0310 | |08492 PURI-BHADRAK 07-14.07.24 1500 2135
accused dragged her to a ITEM NO. 2 OF DRG. NO. CG-20057, 08433 ANGUL-PURI 06-13.07.24 2330 | 0355 | |08494 PURI-BHADRAK 07.07.24 2100 0255
nearby bush and raped A Pﬁfﬂ.;wﬂg’fﬂ}gl%nm 08491 BHADRAK-PURI 06-13.07.24 | 2100 | 0335 | |08496]  PURI-PARADEEP 07-14.07.24 1530 | 2230
her. When she resisted, he affer the date of delivery]. I tion| 1[08357 KHURDA ROAD-PURI 07.07.24 0510 | 0620 | [08498 PURI-PARADEEP 07-14.07.24 2130 | 0300
i i . R 08359 KHURDA ROAD-PURI 07.07.24 1410 | 1530 | (08434 PURI-ANGUL 07-14.07.24 1545 2045
hit her head with a rock Agency : TP
following which she PRI < 43.42,400.00, | | (8335 DASPALLA-PURI 07.07.2024 | 0200 | 0445 | [08436 PURI-ANGUL 07.07.24 2220 | 0230
N .00, 08337 DASPALLA-PURI 07-13.07.24 0800 1055 08360 PURI-KHURDA ROAD 08.07.24 0330 0500
became unconscious. The 08339 DASPALLA-PURI 07.07.24 1100 | 1400 | |08426 PURI-PALASA 07-14.07.24 640 025
accused then fled the spot A 1500 hre on 17 67,2024 08435 ANGUL-PURI 07.07.24 0130 | 0740 | |08332 PURI-PALASA 08.07.24 400 005
with some of her Comolblo d‘;tails a;a“'able c;“ 2 08493 BHADRAK-PURI 07.07.24 0200 0825 | [08334 PURI-SOMPETA 07.07.24 2300 0500
valuables, G Udayagiri imp;'gw in Fwww-) | (08333 SOMPETA-PURI 07.07.24 0515 | 1205 | |08342| PURI-KENDUJHARGARH 07-14.07.24 1745 | 2345
Sub-divisional Police Dy. Chief Materials M 08497 PARADEEP-PURI 07-13.07.24 0230 0810 08344| PURI-KENDUJHARGARH 07-14.07.24 2330 0445
Officer (SDPO) Bijay Carrlage Repair Workshopi 08425 PALASA-PURI 06-13.07.24 2100 0130 08346 PURI-GUNUPUR 07.07.24 2120 0730
K Bisi said E'I_!ES!H!LZS Manch - Bhub 08341 KENDUJHARGARH-PURI 06-13.07.24 2000 0145 08336 PURI-DASPALLA 07.07.24 1845 2130
umar Bisi said. 08345 GUNUPUR-PURI 06.07.24 2300 | 0415 | (08338 PURI-DASPALLA 08-14.07.24 0040 | 0330
08331 PALASA-PURI 07.07.24 0015 0535 08340 PURI-DASPALLA 08.07.24 0300 0540
08343 KENDUJHARGARH-PURI 07-13.07.24 0415 0945 08358 PURI-KHURDA ROAD 07.07.24 0830 0950
OFFICE OF THE DHENKANAL MUNICIPAL 08347 VISAKHAPATNAM-PURI 06.07.24 1400 2245 | [08348| PURI-VISAKHAPATNAM 08.07.24 0145 1030
© 08349 JAGDALPUR-PURI 06.07.24 1045 0045 08350 PURI-JAGDALPUR 08.07.24 0015 1510
COUNCIL, DHENKANAL © |[08351] _ JUNAGARH ROAD-PURI 06.07.24 0900 | 2130 | [08352] PURIJUNAGARH ROAD 07.07.24 1925 | 0850
E-Procurement Notice O | [08355 SONEPUR-PURI 06.07.24 1500 | 0120 | [08356 PURI-SONEPUR 08.07.24 0140 | 1040
Tender Call Notice No. 2451 / DKLMPLTY/Date : 02.07.2024 = | [08353 SAMBALPUR-PURI 06.07.24 2300 | 0755 | |08354]  PURI-SAMBALPUR 08.07.24 0230 | 1030
1. [Name of the Work : |Individual Civil Construction work 03. SPECIAL TRAINS TO PURI ON 14 & 15.07.2024 (BA DA YATRA 04. SPECIAL TRAINS FROM PURI ON 15 & 16.07.2024 (BAHUDA YATRA)
Published the TRAIN NAME OF DATE OF DEP.TIME |ARRTIME| | TRAIN NAME OF DATE OF DEP. | DEP.TIME | ARRTIME
www tenderodisha.gov.in website NO. SPECIAL TRAINS DEP. FROM ORIG. STN| AT PURI NO. SPECIAL TRAINS FROM PURI | FROM PURI |AT DSTN. S
2. [No. of works put to tender |- |11 nos. individual works 08495 PARADEEP-PURI 14 & 15.07.24 2100 0310 08492 PURI-BHADRAK 15 & 16.07.24 1500 2135
3. [Estimated cost : [Rs. 2.472 Lakhs up to 10.152 Lakhs 08433 ANGUL-PURI 14 & 15.07.24 2330 0355 08494 PURI-BHADRAK 15 & 16.07.24 2100 0255
4. |Period of completion : |45 Days 08491 BHADRAK-PURI 14 & 15.07.24 2100 0335 08496 PURI-PARADEEP 15 & 16.07.24 | 1530 2230
5. | Date and time of availability |: |from 11.00 hours of dt. 05.07.2024 to 08357 KHURDA ROAD-PURI 15.07.24 0510 0620 08498 PURI-PARADEEP 15&16.07.24 | 2130 0300
17.30 of Dt. 15.07.2024 of bid document 08359 KHURDA ROAD-PURI 14.07.24 1410 1530 08434 PURI-ANGUL 15 & 16.07.24 1540 2045
in the portal 08335 DASPALLA-PURI 15.07.24 0200 0445 08436 PURI-ANGUL 15 & 16.07.24 | 2220 0230
6. [Last date / Time for receipt |: |17.30 hours of dt. 15.07.2024 08337 DASPALLA-PURI 14 & 15.07.24 0800 1055 08426 PURI-PALASA 15&16.07.24 | 1640 0025
of bids 08339 DASPALLA-PURI 15.07.24 1100 1400 | | 08332 PURI-PALASA 16.07.24 0400 1005
7. |Date and time of opening |1 [11.00 hours of Dt. 16.07.2024 08435 ANGUL-PURI 15.07.24 0120 0740 | | 08334 PURI-SOMPETA 15.07.24 2300 0500
of bid i 08493 BHADRAK-PURI 15.07.24 0200 0825 08342 | PURI-KENDUJHARGARH |15&16.07.24| 1745 2345
8. |Name ;nd_ ;ddre_ss of the |: |Executive Officer, dhenkanal Municipality, 08333 SOMPETA-PURI 15.07.24 0515 1205 08344 | PURI-KENDUJHARGARH |15 & 16.07.24 | 2330 0445
Officer inviting Bid dhenkanal : : 08497 PARADEEP-PURI 14 & 15.07.24] 0230 0820 | | 08346 PURI-GUNUPUR 15.07.24 2120 0730
Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal https:/itenderorissa.gov.in 08425 PALASA-PURI 14 & 15.07.24 2100 0130 08336 PURI-DASPALLA 15.07.24 1845 2130
R T— Sd.J- Executive Officer | 55341 | KENDUJHARGARH-PURI |14 & 15.07.24] 2000 0145 | | 08338 PURI-DASPALLA 16.07.24__| 0040 0330
5 'al Municipality | —5a3z5 GUNUPUR-PURI 14.07.24 2300 0415 | | 08340 PURI-DASPALLA 16.07.24 0300 0540
08331 PALASA-PURI 15.07.24 0015 0535 | | 08358 | PURI-KHURDA ROAD 15.07.24 0830 0950
e e e e e e e e e 1 T i o e 08343 KENDUJHARGARH-PURI 14 & 15.07.24 0415 0045 08360 PURI-KHURDA ROAD 16.07.24 0330 0500
GOVERNMENT UF ODISHA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESDURCES 08347 VISAKHAPATNAM-PURI 14 & 16.07.24 1400 2245 08348 PURI-VISAKHAPATNAM 16 & 18.07.24 0145 1020
n““}[ “[ '"'E nnn“‘ln“nl GHEF E"EI“EER 08349 JAGDALPUR-PURI 14.07.24 1045 0045 | | 08350 PURI-JAGDALPUR 16.07.24 0015 1510
08351 JUNAGARH ROAD-PURI 14.07.24 0900 2100 08352 | PURIJUNAGARHROAD |15&17.07.24| 1925 0850
Mie“nmcnl |=|||0|.|:.. Bnn““np“n & 08355 SONEPUR-PURI 14.07.24 1500 0120 | | 08356 PURI-SONEPUR 16.07.24 0140 1040
ik < 08353 SAMBALPUR-PURI 14.07.24 2300 0745 08354 PURI-SAMBALPUR 16.07.24 0230 1030
Email Address: cleberhampur@gmail.com . e
05. SPECIAL TRAINS TO PURI ON 16 & 17.07.2024 (SUNA HA) 06. SPECIAL TRAINS FROM PURI ON 17 & 18.07.2024 (SUNA VESHA)
E-Procurement Notice - Bid Identlfcatlan No. ACEIMCB/IMDB-02/2024 25 TRAIN NAME OF DATE OF DEP. TIME ARR TIME | | TRAIN NAME OF DATE OF DEP| DEP.TIME | ARR TIME
1. Name of the Work : Supply, Fabrication & erection of 08] NO. SPECIAL TRAINS DEP. FROM ORIG. STN | AT PURI NO. SPECIAL TRAINS FROM PURI | FROM PURI |AT DSTN.
Nos. of Scouring Sluice gates and 02 08495 PARADEEP-PURI 16.07.24 2100 0310 08492 PURI-BHADRAK 17.07.24 1505 2135
Nos. of HR. Gates over Ranikiarinala 08433 ANGUL-PURI 16.07.24 2330 0355 08494 PURI-BHADRAK 17.07.24 2100 0255
Check Dam near Village: Ranikiari in 08491 BHADRAK-PURI 16.07.24 2100 0335 08496 PURI-PARADEEP 17.07.24 1530 2230
gf‘?”.la”ag:‘ Block under Minor Irrigation| | "58357 | JUNAGARH ROAD-PURI | 16.07.24 0900 2100 | | 08498 PURI-PARADEEP 17.07.24 | 2130 0300
57 : oney o 08357 | KHURDAROAD-PURI | 17.07.24 0510 0620 | | 08434 PURI-ANGUL 17.07.24 | 1540 2045
3. Category of Executors : 88l Units registered under DIC/NSIC/) 08359 | KHURDA ROAD-PURI 17.07.24 1410 1530 08436 PURI-ANGUL 17.07.24 2220 0230
MSME for Irrigation Shutters/Hydro 08335 DASPALLA-PURI 17.07.24 0200 0445 08426 PURI-PALASA 17.07.24 1640 0025
Mechanical gates 08337 DASPALLA-PURI 16 & 17.07.24 0800 1055 08332 PURI-PALASA 18.07.24 0400 1005
4. Bid Identification No. : ACE/MCB/MDB - 02/2024-25 08339 DASPALLA-PURI 17.07.24 1100 1400 08334 PURI-SOMPETA 17.07.24 2300 0500
5. Estimated Cost : Rs.16,54,094.00 08435 ANGUL-PURI 16 & 17.07.24 0130 0740 08342 PURI-KENDUJHARGARH 17.07.24 1745 2345
8. Period of Completion : 90 days 08493 BHADRAK-PURI 16 & 17.07.24 0200 0825 | | 08344 | PURI-KENDUJHARGARH 17.07.24 2330 0445
7. Date & time .Of availability of bid : From Dt.11.07.2024 (10.00 A.M.) to 08333 SOMPETA-PURI 17.07.24 0515 1205 08346 PURI-GUNUPUR 17.07.24 2120 0730
 Dmehan e L DoEESIL o7 | —pARADEEP U 108 0724|520 | 060 | (0896 | PURLOASPALLA 174724 | _fbas | 2t
" in the Portal o s L 08425 PALASA-PURI 16.07.24 2100 0120 08340 PURI-DASPALLA 18.07.24 0300 0540
|s. Date and Place of opening of - Dt.24.07.2024 (12.00 Noon onwards in 08341 | KENDUJHARGARH-PURI|  16.07.24 2000 0145 | | 08358 PURI-KHURDA ROAD 17.07.24 | 0830 0950
Technical Bid theOfo. the undersigned) 08345 GUNUPUR-PURI 16.07.24 2300 0415 08360 PURI-KHURDA ROAD 18.07.24 0330 0500
10. Date and Place of opening of . To be intimated to the qualified bidders 08331 PALASA-PURI 17.07.24 0015 0535 08350 PURI-JAGDALPUR 18.07.24 0015 1510
Financial Bid after evaluation of Technical Bid 08343 | KENDUJHARGARH-PURI| 16 & 17.07.24 0415 0945 08356 PURI-SONEPUR 18.07.24 0140 1040
11. Name of the Officer Inviting Bid : At_:lditional Chief Engineer, Mechanical 08349 JAGDALPUR-PURI 16.07.24 1045 0045 08354 PURI-SAMBALPUR 18.07.24 0230 1030
Further details can be seen from the e- r;ltrﬁfrhzr:?hng:nhtt s:/itendersodisha geass SORERIopURS L LI S g 08 SRECLAL TRAINS FROM PURS O 18 & 18.07-2024 (ADHAN
N, s: A P . "f 'E i 08353 | SAMBALPUR-PURI 16.07.24 2300 0745 TRAN o AMEOF DATE OF DEP] DER.TIVE | ARRTME |
.I- Additional Chief Engineer P R 3 -
OIPR-32498/11/000212425 __ Mochanical Circle, Brahmapur L O7. SPRGIAL IRASNSS 7O PR ON 43 & 18.07:203¢ (ADHAR PARN) _[RERHE PURI-BHADRAK 188 19.07.24 1500 | 2135
NO. SPECIAL TRAINS DEP. FROM ORIG. STN| AT PURI 08494 PURI-BHADRAK 18.07.24 2100 0255
08496 PURI-PARADEEP 18 & 19.07.24 1530 2230
GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA No.A- | |[oedss |  PARADEEP-PURI A 012 [osass PURI-PARADEEP 180724 | 2130 | 0300
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 08491 BHADRAK-PURI 17.07.24 2100 0335 | [ 08434 PURI-ANGUL 18.07.24 | 1545 2045
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER 08337 DASPALLA-PURI 18.07.24 0800 1055 | | 08436 PURI-ANGUL 18.07.24 | 2220 0230
08435 ANGUL-PURI 18.07.24 0130 0740 | | 08426 PURI-PALASA 18.07.24 [ 1640 0025
MIH_QR lRI_!I(;_ATION._ODISHA, BHUBANESWAR 05453 BHDRAK-PURI 18.07 24 0200 0825 08342 | PURI-KENDUJHARGARH |18 & 19.07.24] 1745 2345
(E-mail id-cemi.odisha@gmail.com, Telephone No. 0674-2391525 08344 PURI-KENDUJHARGARH 18.07.24 2330 0445
No. OE-Misc-04/2024/6711/MI., Dated. 02.07.2024) Lol PARADEEP SN 190724 239 Sl
. “ - Ve U 08425 PALASA-PURI 17.07.24 2100 0130 08338 PURI-DASPALLA 19 & 20.07.24 0040 0330
ADVERTISEMENT FOR ENGAGEMENT OF RETIRED 08341 KENDUJHARGARH-PURI 17.07.24 2000 0145 08358 PURI-KHURDA ROAD 18.07.24 0830 0950
GROUP - D GOVERNMENT SERVANTS AS PEON IN 08343 | KENDUJHARGARH-PURI | 18.07.24 0415 0945 | | 08362 PURI-BHADRAK 19.07.24 | 1505 2135
0/O-THE CHIEF ENGINEER, 08357 | KHURDA ROAD-PURI 18.07.24 0510 0620 ::‘;:; PU;:‘:;{::&::UR ::-:;-g: ;:;g ::;:
MINOR IRRIGATION, ODISHA, BHUBANESWAR 08336 PURI-DASPALLA 19,0724 | 1845 | 2130
Applications are invited from the retired Group-D Government Servants ";3’" SPE:::LET:.FNNS D‘LT:POF Diﬁg‘:‘g “;RPE:'E 08399 PURI-KHURDA ROAD 20.07.24 0045 0230
folr engagement on_mntractual b.aSI,S in the Ofilj - The Chief Engineer, ORIG. STN
Minor Irrigation, Odisha, HOD Building, Keshari Nagar, Bhubaneswar - 02419 | MALDA-MALTIPATPUR | 04 & 11.07.24 0930 0355 TRAIN NAME OF DATE OF DEP. TIME | ARR TIME AT
751001 as detailed below. 03101 | SEALDAH-KHURDA RD. | 06 & 13.07.24 0005 0830 NO. SPECIAL TRAINS DEP. FROM DSTN. STN.
1TNo. of Posts 3 Nos. of Pean 08376 ROURKELA-PURI 06 &15.07.24 | 2150 1645 ORIG. STN
2 |Period of engagement One calendar year 08379 | BADAMPAHAR-PURI | 06 & 14.07.24 0600 2115 03420 | MALTIPATPUR-MALDA |05 & 12.07.24| 0600 2345
3 [Remuneration, terms and ~ |As per Government Rule 08381 | BANGRIPOSI-PURI | 07 &14.07.24 | 0730 1815 03102 1 KHORDA ROAD-SEALDAN | U0 & 13.07:0% L1640 S0
conditians of enaadament 08383 RAIPUR-PURI 06 & 14.07.24 0600 2300 08377 PURI-ROURKELA 08 &16.07.24 | 0200 1530
- jagemer - 08385 ROURKELA-PURI 06 & 14.07.24 1130 2315 08380 PURI-BADAMPAHAR 08 & 16.07.24 | 0230 1815
4 |Date & time of availability of |From 05.07.2024 during office
ot . . BALASORE-PURI 06 & 14.07.24 1740 2345 08382 PURI-BANGRIPOSI 08 & 16.07.24 | 0130 1345
application form working hours in office days up to : : = - 08384 PURI-RAIPUR 08 & 16.07.24 | 0245 1600
1,30 P.M on 12.07.2024 All Rath Yatra Special Trains will run as Unreserved Special Fare 08386 PURFROURKELA 58 816,07 241 0315 1660
Tabili 7 i i Trains from and to Puri except the Reserved Accommaodation Special .
5 |Place of availability of Ofo - The Chief Engineer, Minor 4 4 P n _ pec 08388 PURI-BALASORE 08&16.07.24| 0115 0800
application form Irrigation, Odisha, H.0.D Building, Fare Tralr!s I]urmg Rath Yatra I'-:ermd. All Trains to & from Puri via i
Keshari Nagar, Bhubaneswar - Palasa will run via Arugul-Haripurgram by-passing Khurda Road Rath Yatra on Mobile App
751001 Visit ECoR Rath Yatra Mobile App ECOR YATRA for all information
6 |Last date of receipt of 16.07.2024 up t0 5.30 P.M ECOR YATRA APP UTS ON MOBILE ‘-]m .
o B> Download the app from Google Play Store
application form through One Number for
|_[Regd. Post only ON MOBILE any Help Queries
Fur‘ther details can be obtained from the Olo - The Chief Engineer, For Unreserved &C laint
Minor Irrigation, Odisha, H.O.D Building, Keshari Nagar, Bhubaneswar PAPERLESS TICKET amptai B
751001 related to Train
OIPR-32032/11/0003/2425 Sd./- Chief Engineer| |"D.4/24-25 | o DOWNLOAD from Play Store
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The practice of Yoga brings =
us face to face with the g
extraordinary complexity of C

our own being.
SRI AUROBINDO

The Best Policy

It is easy to be pessimistic in these fraught, uncertain times. Instability

is on the rise, and conflicts are unfolding on our screens everyday.

The post-COVID economic recovery is proving to be uneven and in-
equitable, with women and the poorest benefiting the least from recent
gains. Even though we can expect the global average unemployment
rate to fall modestly this year, from 5 per cent in 2023 to a projected 4.9
per cent, there are still persistent deficits in decent work.

For example, only 45.6 per cent of working-age women (age 15-64)
are formally employed, compared to 69.2 per cent of working-age men.
Women in high-income countries still earn only 73 cents for every dol-
lar earned by men, on average, and in low-income countries, that
figure falls to 44 cents.

FOCUS ECONOMY

RECLAIM FREE MARKET

istorically, markets
were established by
working people to
serve their everyday
needs and desires. These mar-
kets were grounded in local
communities they served, re-
flecting the economic and so-
cial realities of the time. People
would come together in these
markets to trade goods and serv-
ices, fostering a sense of com-
munity and mutual dependence.
The primary focus was on meet-
ing the essential needs of the
population, ensuring access to
food, clothing, tools, and other

The focus on maximising profit has resulted

ent pricing mechanisms that pri-
oritise their interests, often lead-
ing to super-profits at the ex-
pense of fairness and
transparency. Moreover, these
corporations often engage in
practices that stifle competition,
such as forming monopolies or
oligopolies, which further un-
dermine the principles of a truly
free market. As a result, con-
sumers face higher prices and
limited choices, while smaller
producers struggle to survive
in an environment skewed heav-
ily in favour of big business. In
essence, the so-called free mar-

At the same time, the climate crisis continues to wreak havoc on the habani Shani k necessities. In these early mar- in praCthGS SUCh as monopol Istic ket is less about freedom and
ot Bhabani Shankar Naya : ; . . 4
planet and vulnerable communities. The last 12 months have been the kets, transactions were straight- behaviours, exploitation of labour, and fairness and more about strate-
hottest on record, with far-reaching implications for billions of people’s forward, often based on barter . Id dati h d . h gic manipulation of economic
lives, livelihoods, and health. Excessive heat alone affects 2.4 billion peo- ITISTIMETO or simple currency systems, environmenta egra ation that undermine the systems to benefit a select few, ex-
ple - representing 70 per cent of the global workforce — and kills close and were characterised by direct well-being of the broader population acerbating inequality and re-
to 19,000 workers each year. RECLAIM FREE interactions between produc- ducing the agency of both con-
Moreover, owing to droughts and other factors, hunger continues to ers and consumers. This setup sumers and producers.
spread, and basic needs are going unfulfilled. The rewards of development MARKET allowed for greater transparency — at the expense of the average sires of all people, not just a The market has historically
increasingly appear to have been monopolised by a privileged few. FROM FREE  and trust, as buyers could di- consumer and small producer. privileged few. been instrumental in converting
And if all these developments were not bad enough, wars and conflicts M ARKETERS OF rectly engage with sellers, un- This shift has led to a situation The concept of afree market economic activities into social
that have already claimed the lives of mil- derstand the origins and qual- where the market dictates the inall its forms within a capitalist  ones, establishing meaningful re-
lions of innocent people seem to have be- CAPITALISM  ityof the products, and negotiate  terms of economic, socialandcul- ~ system is often touted as being  lationships between producers
come more entrenched. fair prices. Market was an in-  turallife, influencing everything  both free and fair. However, this  and consumers. This legacy un-
It doesn’t have to be this way. A far bet- AND DEFEAT ITS stitution of solidarity and a from job availability and wages notion is far fromreality Thefree  derscores the potential of mar-
ter approach to development, climate ac- MARKET-DRIVEN process of cooperation for a to the prices of essential goods market is intended to provide Kkets tonot only drive economic
tion, and global governance would be ori- meaningful life and mutualex- and services. Thefocusonmax- freedom to both consumersand prosperity but also to build
ented around social justice. This principle CULTURE OF istence. imising profit has resulted in  producers, yet in practice, nei- strong, connected communi-
is the key to unlocking a better, more eq- MASS As societies grew more com- practices that undermine the ther group truly experiences ties.It is time to reclaim free and
uitable world. It is the thread that binds plex and interdependent well-beingof the broader popu- thisfreedom.Inaso-calledfree fair market which serves as
together the United Nations 2030 Agenda ) CONSUMERISM  economies expanded, thenature  lation, such asmonopolisticbe- market, consumers and pro- community hubs, where peo-
or Sustainable Development. But it is lpert . Houngbo AND ALIENATI ON of markets evolved. However, aviours, exploitation of labour; ucers are not provided wit ple gather not just to trade, but
for Sustainable Devel t. But it i Gilbert E Houngbo & f markets evolved. H havi loitation of lab d ided with  ple gath j de, b
usually framed in the abstract, rather Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva the foundational principles of andenvironmental degradation. sufficient information about to socialise, share news, and

than as a concrete policy objective.

That is what needs to change. Social
justice must be pursued with the same ur-
gency and level of commitment as a just
energy transition and fairer trade rules.
These goals are, in fact, interdependent,
because making progress on each will
help us make progress on the others.

We cannot achieve social justice if we
do not protect workers and businesses
from the deleterious effects of climate
. change. We cannot have sustainable trade
7™ if jobs in factories and along supply chains
are not decent, with basic occupational safe-
guards and living wages. We cannot en-
sure that our societies will remain peace-
ful if individuals are unable to sustain
themselves and their families through
their work. Equally, there can be no prosperity without peace, and
wars are often rooted in poverty, environmental degradation, and
other manifestations of injustice.

But to make progress in any of these areas, we will need more ro-
bust policies to promote equality, rights, and inclusion in labour mar-
kets and beyond. That means ensuring equal access to decent jobs, high-
quality health care and education, skills training and lifelong learning,
and a safe and healthy environment.

Translating the demand for social justice into reality requires mo-
bilising all those who believe in the power of collaboration, coopera-
tion, social dialogue, and multilateralism. The Global Coalition for Social
Justice, which held its inaugural forum in Geneva this June, is a per-
~ fect example. Over 300 partners have already joined this initiative,
bringing together governments, employers’ and workers’ organisa-
tions, UN and regional international organisations, regional develop-
ment banks, enterprises, NGOs, and academic institutions, that are con-
vinced that genuinely inclusive policies must be implemented at all levels
of governance - global, regional, national, and local.

We are at a historic juncture. Next year, the global community will
have an opportunity to advance the goal of social justice when the UN
convenes the Second World Summit for Social Development. The aim
is to help all countries align their efforts with international commit-

The future does
not have to be like
the present; but it

will be unless we
adopt a new
mindset geared
toward policy
priorities that
embody the quest
for social justice

market were changed in the
name of promoting free mar-
ket. The so-called free market
in its current form has deviated
significantly from this original
purpose. Today; it often controls
everyday lives, functioning pri-
marily as a tool for profit-mak-
ing for a select few capitalists.
Instead of serving the broader
community, the modern market
prioritises the interests of large
corporations and wealthy indi-
viduals. These entities have the
power to influence market dy-
namics to their advantage, often

Troubled terrain of human rights

rom 1945, there was more
Fattention to the idea of uni-

versal human rights than
at any time in world history. The
general cause was international
politics and foreign policies of
victors of World War-II.
Individuals and NGOs also con-
tributed to extensive attention
to universal rights. The discourse
on human rights accelerated
after about 1970, and many new
efforts at implementation oc-

In essence, the market has
transformed from a commu-
nity-oriented institution into a
profit-driven mechanism that
primarily benefits a small elite,
often leaving the majority of
people with little control over
their economic, social, politi-
cal and cultural purposes of
their everyday lives. This dis-
tortion of the market’s origi-
nal purpose highlights the need
for a re-evaluation of how eco-
nomic systems are structured
and governed to ensure they
truly serve the needs and de-

tory know that justice is far from
guaranteed. This is precisely the
reason to construct human rights,
which Harari provocatively calls
amyth. One needs human rights
precisely because history has a
dark side. Heroic examples like
Nelson Mandela or Wallenberg
from Sweden seem the excep-
tion rather than the rule.

While conflicts, disease, poverty
and various forms of underde-
velopment in the non-Western

the products, their producers, or
the costs involved in produc-
tion. This lack of transparency
leaves consumers in the dark
about the reasoning behind pric-
ing decisions. Instead of being
a truly open and fair system,
the free market operates as a
controlled mechanism of
global capitalism.

Large corporations dominate
this landscape, enhancing their
profits by creating disconnect
between consumers and pro-
ducers. They manipulate the
market to establish independ-

communism, the tax lawyer
Magnitsky exposed elite fraud.

In 1992, the respected scholar
Francis Fukuyama reflected on
the West’s victory over Soviet-led
communism and argued that
ideological debates were over
about the best form of govern-
ment. Democratic capitalism
has proven itself superior. Thus,
in his view we had reached the
end of political history: demo-
cratic capitalist.

engage in cultural activities.
These interactions helped to
weave the economic fabric into
the social fabric of the com-
munity, making economic ac-
tivities a vital part of daily life
and social cohesion. It is time
to struggle and reclaim free
market from free marketers of
capitalism and defeat its market-
driven culture of mass con-
sumerism and alienation.

The writer teaches at
the London Metropolitan
University.

from high tech developments
and a booming stock market, but

the church going heartland felt -

left behind. Too many benefits
were seen as flowing to the for-
eign-born minorities, and not
enough for hard working poor.
Democratic capitalism, while
sounding fine in the abstract,
since it is based on economic
and political freedom, can produce
angry and frustrated voters will-
ing to support a leader with au-

ments, including those enshrined in the Sustainable Development Satya Narayan Misra curred in the 1990s after theend  world used to be either ignored or In 2016 one saw political earth-  tocratic tendencies.
Goals. Governments and civil-society leaders will have a chance to work of the Cold War. Like the fate of = passively accepted as normal, quakes intwo of the oldest democ- Internationally recognized
toward ensuring that adequate, universal social protections reach national liberal democracy, the now there are considerablesums racies - Britain and the United human rights seem fine to many
everyone, and that all people and communities are equipped with the advance of thetheory and prac-  spent on rectifying these condi-  States. The British votedtoleave  in the abstract. From 1945 they
skills, education, and knowledge they need to navigate major eco- ONE NEEDS tice of humanrights waxedand tions. As a partial result, global the EU and Americans elected were endorsed by numerous in-
nomic transitions and global upheavals. HUMAN RIGHTS waned. After 2016 there was data indicate that progress has Donald Trump as President. Both ~ ternational arrangements. But
We are committed to doing our part and acting as a conduit for clearly a period of stagnationor been made in reducing polio, votes showed similar charac- they are difficult to interject in
progress through the Global Coalition for Social Justice at the World PRECISELY  evendecline. “Thereisnojustice ~measles, that infantand maternal ~ teristics - namely, less educated  to the competitive nature of the
Summit and beyond. We invite others to join us. The future does not BECAUSE in history,” wrote Israeli savant  mortality has been reduced,that and less urban citizens endors- nation state system of world af-
have to be like the present; but it will be unless we adopt a new Harari. There is no reason to  longevity of life has increased, that  ing radical change. In the UK, fairs. The difficulties of ad-
mindset geared toward policy priorities that embody the quest HISTORY HAS A quibble over this statement, inthe  literacy has increased. Sala I  the vote for Brexit was driven  vancing personal rights in world
for social justice. sense that history is not teleo- Martin (2003) calculates that to a considerable degree by the politics are enormous. Among the
Gilbert E Houngbo is Director-General of the DARK SIDE logical. It does not automatically ~ whereas 20% of the world’s citi- non-urban English who felt left most important challenge for

International Labour Organization. Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva
is President of Brazil.
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People sacrifice the present for the future. But life is available only
in the present. That is why we should walk in such a way that every
step can bring us to the here and the now. THICH NHAT HANH

The power for creating a better future is contained in the present
moment: You create a good future by creating a good present.
ECKHART TOLLE

Gratitude is the healthiest of all human emotions. The more you
express gratitude for what you have, the more likely you will have
even more to express gratitude for. ZIG ZIGLAR

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

B 1811: venezuela declares independence from Spain. Under the leadership
of Francisco de Miranda, Venezuela declared its independence from Spain.
This started the Venezuelan War of Independence. The country gained
independence 10 years later in 1821.

etters

produce progress, and certainly
not a steady advance for human
rights. Jews know that is true,
having seen the rise of Hitler
and the genocide of some six
million Jews in Auschwitz and
elsewhere. Palestinian Arabs
know that is true, having been a
majority in both Ottoman and
British Palestine but having been
displaced from the land of their
birth. Iraqi Yazidis, Native
Americans, Syrian Kurds,
European Roma, Myanmar
Rohingiya, Sri Lankan Tamils,
Rwanda Tutsis, Chinese Uighurs
and many other victims of his-

Alarming report

Sir, A recent WHO report published in The Lancet Global Health
reveals that nearly half of India’s adult population is not en-
gaging in sufficient physical activity, posing severe health risks.
The prevalence of insufficient physical activity among Indian adults

zens were poor in 1970, it has
dipped to 7% in 2000. Economic
productivity has increased, though
pockets of problems persist.
Furthermore, apartheid was
overturned in South Africa,
European communism collapsed
and there was a renaissance in
criminal justice. None of the ad-
vances occurred because of im-
personal workings of history
but because of human agency.
Because Mandela, Rene Cassin
and Eleanor Roosvelt and
Sakharov all engaged in the
tough struggle for more human
rights in Russia after the fall of

behind economically; put upon so-
cially by too many migrants from
Eastern Europe, with too much
intrusion into traditional life by
a bureaucratic Brussels - the
home of EU. The referendum,
however, was not a rejection of
democracy as such or a turn to
autocratic rule.

Trump was elected President
for partially the same reasons
that the UK opted for Brexit. The
Trump hardcore voter felt that
democratic capitalism was work-
ing only for the wealthy costal
elites. The highly educated urban
elites were certainly benefiting

No lessons learnt

future generations is the prolif-
eration of claims to human rights
and the tendencies to expand
rights claims to all concerns
about social justice. More equal-
ity for LGBT members, more
concern for those with disabil-
ities show moral progress. Still,
where is the dividing line be-
tween fundamental human rights
absolutely essential to a life with
dignity and broader social justice
concerns interested in making
the world a better place?

The writer teaches
Macro Economics.

Sir, The quality of crowd management is a far cry from
expected standards in India. Many past tragedies have
left unmistakable imprints but stakeholders are not
keen to learn. The tendency to take people for granted

B 1946: The first bikini, designed by French engineer Louis Réard, made its has skyrocketed from 22.3% in 2000 to 49.4% in 2022. Specifically, and a chronic lack of disaster anticipation are shocking.
debut in Paris; the swimsuit was named for the Bikini atoll, which, just days TO THE EDITOR 57.2% of women and 42% of men did not engage in enough ex- The stampede near Uttar Pradesh’s Hathras that claimed
earlier, had been the site of the world's first peacetime atomic-weapons test. Readers of Orissa POST ercise in 2022. Experts warn that if this trend continues, over 60% over 120 lives of devotees, who were leaving after a “sat-

1950: Israel's Law of Return passed. Passed this day in 1950 by the
Knesset, the Law of Return granted Jews the freedom to immigrate to Israel
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(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are

of India’s adult population could be unfit by 2030, significantly
increasing the risk of non-communicable diseases such as heart
disease, type 2 diabetes, and certain cancers. Indians are genet-

sang,” points to a callous approach of the state and the
event organisers. The religious discourse is said to have
taken place in a small hall with only one narrow func-

~

and receive immediate citizenship, but it proved controversial when the requested to send their w ically more prone to developing these diseases at least a decade tional exit door, the others being closed for the preacher’s -
question “Who is a Jew?” raised other issues. contact numbers and full = earlier than others, and physical inactivity exacerbates these cavalcade to pass. Apparently, there was scarce man- g
postal address/email ID. They may also risks. WHO advises adults to do 150-300 minutes of moderate power to control the sudden exodus. Was the districtad- ¢
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to: edit@orissapost.com

OrissaPOST

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

1954: American singer Elvis Presley recorded That's All Right, which
became his first hit and helped give rise to rock and roll music.

aerobic activity weekly or equivalent vigorous activity to reduce
risks like cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, dementia, and can-
cers. India ranks 12th globally for insufficient physical activity
among 195 countries, with 31% of adults, about 1.8 billion people,
not meeting recommended activity levels in 2022.

Krishna Kumar Vepakomma, HYDERABAD

ministration in dark about the event? Were necessary
arrangements like water and food made? People rushed
out due to heat and humidity says one report, so the
next question is whether the hall had adequate number —
of fans, if at all?

1973: coup in Rwanda. Then Army Chief of Staff, Juvénal Habyarimana,
staged a coup and overthrew the President, Grégoire Kayibanda.

Habyarimana then held the post of president for 20 years. Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA
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Hathras (UP), July 4: A day
after a stampede in Hathras
claimed 121 lives, Uttar Pradesh
minister Asim Arun Wednesday
said the state government has
started work on SOPs for grant-
ing permission for large gath-
erings to prevent such incidents
in future.

He said Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has instructed offi-
cials to prepare the standard op-
erating procedures (SOPs) and
permission for events would be
granted only if the “basic, min-
imum” conditions for amenities
are met.

Arun, the minister of state
for social welfare, is part of a
three-minister committee formed
by Adityanath for supervising the
relief measures in the aftermath
of the stampede.

Explaining how the tragedy
unfolded, he said, “It appears
sevadars (volunteers) who were
managing things inside did some-
thing wrong in terms of crowd
management and that is another
lesson learnt.”

“We should not leave it to se-
vadars or volunteers. They do a
great job, of course, but the po-
lice and magistrates are more ex-
perienced,” he said.

So, the Chief Minister has de-
cided that the state will have a
more detailed SOP now for any
such gathering, whether it has
1,000 or one lakh people, the min-

. ister told PTI.

7~ “It’s not just this, it's about
civic amenities as well, like how
many toilets are required for
80,000 people or how many water
tankers should be there and how
many escape points should be
there,” Arun said.

Beauties from
30 countries
visit Taj Mahal

lhINDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE
/

Agra, July 4: A sea of 110 beau-
ties from around 30 countries
Thursday visited Agra, Uttar
Pradesh to witness one of the
seven wonders of the world ‘Taj
Mahal’.

The Tourism Police had made
strict arrangements for the safety
of the world’s beauties.
Surrounded by security, these
world beauties saw the symbol
of love, Taj Mahal.

They looked quite excited after
witnessing the Taj Mahal. These
world beauties got lost in the
beauty of Taj and its amazing
architecture and could not stop
themselves from saying ‘wah Taj’.

They also showed special in-
terest in knowing the mosaic and
history of Taj Mahal. They
learned about the history of Taj
Mahal and its architecture
through the help of tourist guides.

The visuals show the beau-
ties arriving from England,
Bangladesh, Botswana, Vietnam,
Brazil, Fiji, Uganda, South Aftica,
the Dominican Republic,
Zimbabwe, the Philippines, Sri
Lanka, and others. They were
dressed in their traditional attire.

Taj Mahal is an ivory-white
marble mausoleum, which is sit-
uated on the right bank of the
river Yamuna in Agra. It was
commissioned by Mughal
Emperor, Shah Jahan to house the
tomb of his wife, Mumtaz Mahal.

Meanwhile, Czech beauty
Krystyna Pyszkova was crowned
as the ‘Miss World’ March 9, 2024.
Krystyna had defeated Yasmina
Zaytoun of Lebanon, Ache
Abrahams of Trinidad and
Tobago, and Lesego Chombo of
Botswana. ‘Miss India’ Sini Shetty
had failed to make it to the Top 4.

India had hosted the coveted
beauty pageant after a gap of 28
years, and it was hosted by film-
maker Karan Johar and the winner
of Miss World 2013, Megan Young.

w

HATHRAS STAMPEDE

SOPs to prevent future tragedies

Permission for events will now require compliance with minimum civic amenities
standards, such as sufficient toilets, water supply, and emergency exits, says Asim Arun

“So, he (CM) has instructed us
to make a detailed SOP and all
future permissions would be
granted only if these amenities
are taken care of either by the
organisers themselves or by a
government agency,” he added.

“There was inadequate space
for parking and hence a large
number of buses were parked on
the national highway. There

should be multiple entry and
exit routes and I believe they
were only two routes as far as I
have seen. So, the organisers
could certainly have done better,”
he said. He said if it was a smaller
gathering or if it was pleasant
weather, maybe it would have
worked. But yesterday was a sul-
try day and later it rained.
“Ithink multiple factors were

at play there. We have to im-
prove our processes,” he said.

“Whether the government is
organising an event or a private
person is organising an event, our
SOP will be very clear on what
kind of basic minimum stan-
dards have to be met for us to per-
mit any such events to take
place,” he added.

In the wake of the stampede,
the Hathras police have lodged
an FIR in which organisers of
the event have been mentioned
as accused. The FIR as well as
a preliminary report sent by
the sub-divisional magistrate
to the district magistrate also
mentioned that the crowd
swelled at the venue to over 2.50
lakh, much more than the per-
mitted limit of 80,000.

Earlier Wednesday, Adityanath
visited Hathras and met the in-
jured and families of some of
the deceased. He also order an in-
quiry into the matter by a judi-
cial commission headed by a re-
tired high court judge.

LUCKNOW: The Uttar Pradesh
government has set up a three-
member Judicial Inquiry
Commission under the chair-
manship of retired Justice
Brijesh Kumar Srivastava (II) of
Allahabad High Court to in-
vestigate the July 2 Hathras
stampede, in which at least 121
died. A notification in this regard
was issued by Governor
Anandiben Patel late Wednesday
night. Retired IAS officer
Hemant Rao and retired IPS of-
ficer Bhavesh Kumar Singh have
been appointed as members of

'UP govt forms judicial commission to probe

the inquiry commission. The
headquarters of the commis-
sion will be located in Lucknow.
The commission is tasked with
completing its investigation
within two months from the date
of the notification. According
to an official release, any ex-
tension of this duration will re-
quire an order from the state
government. The commission
will investigate the prescribed
points and submit the report to
the state government. The pre-
scribed points for the probe in-
clude investigating the organ-

iser’s compliance with the con-
ditions set for granting permis-
sion by the district administra-
tion. The commission will also
investigate whether the incident
was an accident, a conspiracy,
or the result of another planned
criminal act. Additionally, the
commission will examine crowd
control and law and order
arrangements by the adminis-
tration and the police during the
event, along with related as-
pects. It will also analyse the rea-
sons and circumstances leading
to the incident.
S

Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi meets the labourers and listened to their problems, at GTB Nagar in Delhi

OrissaPOST

FRIDAY | JULY 5| 2024 | BHUBANESWAR

Transport services available at
all Delhi-Meerut RRTS stations

The NCRTC announced that passengers at Sahibabad
and Ghaziabad stations will receive a 10% discount on
Rapido bike taxis. There will also be provision of rental
two-wheelers and rental bicycles around the stations to

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 4: In a bid to
improve last mile connectivity,
the NCRTC Thursday said that
it will make rental two-wheelers,
cab services, auto rickshaws and
feeder bus services available at
all RRTS stations from Delhi to
Meerut.

In a statement, the National
Capital Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC) also said
that passengers at Sahibabad
and Ghaziabad stations will get
a 10 per cent discount on Rapido
bike taxis.

With the start of operations of
Namo Bharat trains, the NCRTC
is also making efforts to provide
the facility of rental two-wheel-
ers, rental bicycles at the sta-
tions so that people get last mile
connectivity, the statement said.

Currently, Namo Bharat trains
are running in the 34-km sec-
tion of the Regional Rapid
Transit System (RRTS) from
Sahibabad to Modi Nagar North
over eight stations.

Electric buses of
Ghaziabad City

The
efforts of

help passengers complete short-term tas

Soon this facility will be avail-
able for passengers at other sta-
tions as well, it said.

The NCRTC has now invited
open expressions of interest
from service providers to im-
prove last mile connectivity in
the entire corridor, the state-
ment said.

Service providers for

Transport . electricCNG powered
Services NCRTC will create a Qe service,
Limited have better and friend|y pre-paid electricCNG
been made powered taxi serv-
available to all transport system, ices, app-based
these opera- WhiCh WI" not onIy electricCNG pow-
tional stations - ered cab service, pre-
At nra reduce pollution but paidmetred

connectivity. also reduce road electricCNG powered
These electric . auto-rickshaw service,
buses are available accidents electricCNG powered

at Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad, DPS Rajnagar
Guldhar, Duhai, Murad Nagar,
Modi Nagar South, and Modi
Nagar North stations, it said.

Apart from this, passengers
using Rapido bike taxi are being
given a 10 per cent discount for
those travelling in Namo Bharat
trains at Ghaziabad and
Sahibabad stations, the state-
ment said.

PTI PHOTO

sharing service, sharinge-
rickshaw service, two wheeler
bike taxi service for point to
point mobility from stations,
two wheeler rental service, rental
cycle service from stations,
electricCNG rental car service
from stations etc. are being
sought, it said.
Additionally, expression of in-
terest has also been invited to set
up at least one battery swapping

station for feeder e-rickshaw
service operation at all stations
of the corridor. Battery swap-
ping station will not only promote
electric vehicles but will also
provide last mile connectivity
to the people, the statement said.

The NCRTC has been working
from the very beginning to pro-
vide last mile connectivity to
maximum number of people so
that people living far from the sta-
tions that may be operational
in future can also reach RRTS
and Meerut Metro stations with-
out any hassle, it said.

It said that there will also be
provision of rental two-wheelers
and rental bicycles around the
stations to help passengers com-
plete short-term tasks. The pas-
sengers will be able to avail this
facility by paying on hourly basis
and after the work is over, they
can park their vehicle or bicycle
back at the vehiclecycle point -
built in the stations and travel fur- -
ther by Namo Bharat trains.

These efforts of NCRTC will
create a better and friendly trans-
port system, which will not only
reduce pollution but will also
reduce road accidents, it added.

Delhi zoo embraces ayurveda

for monsoon

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 4: Delhi Zoo au-
thorities are using ayurvedic
methods, including neem oil,
turmeric and quicklime, to keep
the animals healthy and free
from bacterial and viral infec-
tions during the rainy season.

As the monsoon season sets in,
Delhi Zoo is taking innovative
steps to ensure the health and
safety of its animals by incor-
porating traditional ayurvedic
methods.

“The monsoon has entered the
capital and we have to take all nec-
essary measures to keep the an-
imals healthy and safe during
this season. We will use some
Indian home remedies like neem
oil, which will help protect the an-
imals from common biting in-
sects, including mosquitoes, bit-
ing midges and fleas,” Delhi Zoo
Director Sanjeet Kumar told PTI.

Neem oil acts as an herbal
disinfectant and fly repellent,
said Kumar, turmeric, known
for its anti-inflammatory and
healing properties, will be used

animal care

to treat itchy skin conditions,
infections and wounds. Turmeric
dust will be applied to lesions and
foot sores to expedite healing, ~
he said. ~

Heavy rains often lead to wa-
terlogging in certain parts of
the zoo which create breeding
grounds for mosquitoes. To
counter this, quicklime (chuna)
will be sprinkled in these areas
to prevent mosquito proliferation.

After the heavy rains that
lashed the national capital Friday;
recording 228.1 mm of rainfall
in just 24 hours — the highest in
June since 1936 — the Delhi Zoo
was also affected.

A power failure occurred
when floodwaters breached
the zoo’s boundary wall from
the Sundernagar side, inun-
dating the substation area
and causing damage to the
transformer. This incident af-
fected animal enclosures, ad-
ministrative offices and staff
quarters. Referring to this sit-
uation, Kumar said that meas-
ures have been taken to prevent
arecurrence.

PRAYAGRA] SET FOR MASSIVE FACELIFT

MAHA KUMBH 2025 PRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT OPPORTUNITY TO SHOWCASE SANATAN INDIAN CULTURE TO THE WORLD.
IT WILL SERVE AS A PLATFORM FOR GLOBAL BRANDING NOT JUST OF UTTAR PRADESH, BUT THE COUNTRY AT LARGE

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Lucknow, July 4: The Yogi
Adityanath government in Uttar
Pradesh is preparing to make
the Prayagraj Maha Kumbh,
scheduled to be held early next
year, a grand and divine event.
The administration is working
in mission mode to ensure ex-
tensive beautification and clean-
liness of the city, as well as se-
curity and convenience of the
devotees and tourists.
According to the official
spokesman, the state govern-
ment has initiated a compre-
hensive plan to beautify the
urban area. Prayagraj’s rejuve-
nation will mirror the elaborate
decorations seen during the
‘Pran Pratishtha’ of the new
idol of Ram Lalla in Ayodhya.
Hundreds of pillars, green
belts, horticultural enhance-
ments, and thematic develop-
ments will be installed through-

out the city reflecting the rich-
ness of Sanatan traditions.
Preparations are being made to
leave the visitors awestruck by
the splendour of the city im-
mersed in religious faith.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has provided es-
sential guidelines to various de-
partments involved in its man-
agement.

He emphasised ensuring that
the Maha Kumbh sets a bench-
mark for cleanliness, conven-
ience, and security.

According to the Chief
Minister, Maha Kumbh 2025 pres-
ents a significant opportunity
to showcase Sanatan Indian cul-
ture to the world. It will serve as
aplatform for global branding not
just of Uttar Pradesh, but the
country at large.

He stressed the importance
of contributing our best to its suc-
cessful organisation, as Maha
Kumbh symbolises India’s an-

cient culture. “The entire city
should be adorned to reflect its
grandeur, depicting Kumbh sto-
ries and symbols of Sanatan cul-
ture. Kumbh logos should be in-
stalled at intersections, and
efforts should be made to cre-
ate theme-based gates, pillars,
and lighting”, he said.

In line with his vision, the
beautification of 38 junctions
is underway in Prayagraj. The
Prayagraj Mela Authority has col-
laborated with an agency to de-
velop designs based on traffic
density analysis. Additionally,
green belts and sculptures will
be established with a five-year

The entire city
‘ ‘ should be
adorned to reflect

its grandeur,
depicting Kumbh stories and
symbols of Sanatan culture.
Kumbh logos should be
installed at intersections,
and efforts should be made
to create theme-based gates,
pillars, and lighting

YOGI ADITYANATH | CHIEF MINISTER

maintenance plan.

Of the total junctions, 19 are
being constructed by the
Prayagraj Development
Authority (PDA), 15 by the pub-
lic Works Department (PWD),
and two by Setu Nigam. Urban
routes are also undergoing beau-
tification, with 38 routes (total-
ing 75 km) being enhanced.

The Mela Authority has en-
gaged eight architects to oversee
green belt, horticulture, land-

scaping development, thematic
development, and gap analysis
for each route. Of these, 36 routes
are beautified by the PDA and two
by the PWD.

Street art and murals will also
be created on approximately 1
million square feet of walls. The
Prayagraj Mela Authority will
fund work on 500,000 square feet
from the Kumbh Mela fund, with
the remaining 500,000 square
feet.

There are also plans to con-
struct four thematic gates, named
Saraswati Dwar, Shiv Dwar,
Ganga Dwar, and Yamuna Dwar;
with the tender process cur-
rently underway. =

Furthermore, 108 decorative
pillars are planned for con- ¢
struction along river roads, the-
matic gates, and various sites.
Specifically, eight pillars willbe
installed at Bhardwaj Ashram,—
48 at the four thematic gates,
and 52 along River Front Road.
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FAULTY GENERATOR SPEWS
SMOKE, 50 PUPILS FALL ILL

Several children suffered physical
discomfort and were hospitalised
after allegedly inhaling smoke from
the generator of a hospital near their

©

L | challenge Chief
P S ‘ ‘ Minister
Sy £ Siddaramaiabh, if he

has guts, then dissolve the
Assembly and go for elections
again. Then only you will know
what your position is. If the
elections are held, BJP will win

national

Where is the
‘ issue in MUDA?

They (MUDA)
have occupied 3
acres and 16 guntas
(one acre is 40
guntas) of our land,
formed sites and layout over it and
have allocated them to people. Let
them give compensation, taking
back the plots given to us in lieu of
our land. Let them give %62 crore
compensation for taking our 3 acres
and 16 guntas

SIDDARAMAIAH I KARNATAKA CM

Development of Class VI
textbooks in final phase

he NCERT had an initial aim of

releasing the new textbooks
based on the NCF 2023 only for
Classes Il and VI this year

hile the textbooks for Class IlI

are available in the market,
those for Class VI have been
delayed

The official informed that the
minister did a detailed review of

140 to 150 seats school at Kanhangad in this north
B'S YEDIYURAPPA | Kerala district Thursday
BJP STALWART

Four astronauts \
‘ --Otl::r:: gigﬁg the progress of the NCERT . 4 "
Captains and = & textbook development with the oA
one Wing Y school education secretary, A A |
Commander -- have = NCERT director and Central iy - o .
been selected for Board of Secondary Education GRIM SITUATION: Villagers catch fish in flood water in Morigaon district, Assam PTI

THE NATIONAL

India’s human space “For the academic year 2024-  (CBSE) chairman.
mission Gaganyaan COUNCIL FOR 25', new_and engagipg textbooks Meanwhile, the new English . .
JTENDRA SINGH | UNION MINSTER will be introduced in Classes Il language textbook for Class VI, SNIPPETS CBI reg Isters Its
EDUCATIONAL and VI T}?e tethEO(t)“k diew}allop- titled “Poorvi”, has a revamped IM A h f t d |
ment work is in the final phase  content with most chapters cnietr tenaers apoio
o RESEARCH AND and nine textbooks for GradesIII  rooted in an Indian context and p gy ]_St FI R u nder BNS
The situation is TRAINING (N CERT) and VI are already available. with references to Indian New Delhi: Indian Medical Association chief Dr R V Asokan Thursday issued a
very grim as The remaining eight will be  culture, traditions and ancient public apology for his remarks in an interview regarding an observation made T ~m
' water level is HAD EARLIER available very soon,” a senior  knowledge. by the Supreme Court during the hearing of a case to which the IMA was a party, [k | y
quite high. The Ministry of Education (MoE) While the old book had sto- saying he regrets his statement and it was never his intention to lower the
g_rtavi:_y of dthe ) ANNOUNCED THAT official said. ries by non-Indian authors fea- court's dignity. “The IMA National President Dr R V Asokan has released an
situation demands i1 A ; Tndi apology regretting his statement to the press regarding a comment by the
that we provide NEW TEXTBOOKS FOR The NCERT hadan initialaim  turing non-Indian characters, Supreme Court while IMA was party to the case,” the statement issued by the
p party y y
hi for th i of releasing the new textbooks  the new textbook has most of y o R Y h . oo 1F !
everything necessary for the benefit CL ASSES "| AND Vl . . doctors’ association said. The Indian Medical Association (IMA) was equally
of those affected t():zlised OﬁlthedNthg()% On%hfﬁr 1ts contgnt bas.ed on Indian set- concerned about the issues of malpractice, Dr Asokan said in the statement | i i
SARBANANDA SONOWAL | UNION MINISTER W".L BE |NTRODUCED asses [l and VI this year. e tlr}‘gs Wlth}ndlan characters. referring to the April 23 order in which the apex court during the hearing of a
the textbooks for Class III are Bharat” has also been used P e mi : ;
FROM THE 202 4_25 . . . - b matter related to Patanjali Ayurved Ltd's misleading advertisements case had
?gflclf‘;’slg &?ﬁggﬁggﬁ?&gﬁ%‘e ;I;lgh’%f:gﬁti%nt’}tger?d ?sug:gg observed that it was of the opinion that IMA also needs to put its house in order.
SHORT TAKES ACADEMIC SESSION . . c - POBUL | e e
It was only this week thatthe  interchangeably with “India”.

B Rahul to visit
Hathras today

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 4: Union
Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan reviewed the develop-
ment of school textbooks in ac-

NCERT released new
English and Hindi textbooks for
Class VIin the middle of the ac-
ademic session.

The textbooks for the re-
maining subjects, such as social

According to NCERT officials,
textbooks for all classes in ac-
cordance with the new cur-
riculum will be ready by 2026.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s annual ‘Pariksha pe

Assam flood: 31 wild animals dead

Guwahati: A total of 31 animals have died so far due to drowning, while

82 others have been rescued from flood waters in the worst deluge in
recent years inside the famed Kaziranga National Park, a park official said
Thursday. The animal mortality includes 23 hog deer due to drowning in the

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 4: The CBI
hasregistered its first FIR under
newly enforced Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) against two Delhi

e

N\ . . .
. IE)I;%I((;%VO,I{ ?: ?ﬁ:} ‘[f,k Sabha cordance with the New  science, science and mathe-  Charcha’ initiative might soon z»?trekr: ”ﬁéi‘l‘ﬁ;g‘ﬁgﬁﬂ?&;g %mr%s:eorfﬁiﬂg Iéarl(:sgﬁg;z: %i:jee;:,dt‘;vo Police officers for allegedly de- -
Rahul Gandhi will visit Hathras | Curriculum Framework (NCF)  matics, are not ready yet and  be recreated for a virtual plat- iungle P ’ ki manding ¥10 lakh bribe to help
1 | - . . jungle cat. Currently, 20 animals are under treatment, while 31 others have
Friday following the stampede at a meeting here Thursday. schools have been asked toteach ~ form, with the NCERT working been released after treatment. the official said. the release of a person lodged
in which 121 people were The meeting came intheback-  the Class VI students from a  on a proposal to developa .. ... .. et . in Tihar Jail, officials Thursday
killed, party officials said drop of a delay in coming up  bridge programme until then. portal to host his speeches and - . . said.
Thursday. Uttar Pradesh with Class VI textbooks that “The NEP 2020 aims at pro-  allow students to capture selfies PM tO V|S|t RUSSIa, ALIStI’Ia f|’0m JLIIy 8 tO ]_O The Bharatiya Nyaya
Congress president Ajay Rai were supposed to be taughtfrom  viding economically-priced, high-  with him in an interactive 2D/3D o . o . . Sanhita has replaced the
told PTI that Gandhi will also Apriland are yettohitthemar-  quality textbooks to makelearn-  environment. New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will pay a visit to Russia from July British era Indian Penal Code
meet the family members of ket. The National Council for  ing joyful and stress-free for The move comes against the | 8109t hold the 22nd India-Russia annual summit that will review the (IPC).
the victims. “Our leader Rahul | Educational Research and  better learning outcomes.  backdrop of a raging row over | entire range of multifaceted ties between the two countries, the Ministry of The FIR registered
Gandhi will visit Hathras on Training NCERT) had earlieran-  The NCERT is constructingnew  alleged irregularities in com- Exter.naI’\AAf(fj@ rs'lﬂllEA) Ii””:””tc?d qur;dayl.l ﬁﬂf{] ccfmc{uthgbthe tl‘llp dt.o Wednesday evening booking
Friday. He will meet the family | 5y ced that new textbooksfor  textbooks for ClassesTto XITto  petitive examinations with the ussia, ool Wifl travel to Austria, which will bé the first visit by an ndian Head Constables Ravindra
members of the victims of the | 51535565 TIT and VI will be  fully realise the provisions of  Opposition raising questions on prime minister to that country in 41 years, it said. It will be ModP first visit Dhaka and Parveen Saini both
incident,” said Rai. Earlier in . Yy Ié: pre S PPOSILL gd e to Russia in nearly five years. His last visit to Russia was in 2019 when he . .
the day, Rai blamed the state 1ntr0duced from the 2024-25 ac-  the Nafclqnal Educatlon Policy, cred1b111ty of the examination attended an economic conclave in the Far East city of Viadivostok. poste.d in Narcotics Cell,
’ P ademic session. the official said. processes in the country. Maurice Nagar, under BNA
government for the incident. 61(2) related to alleced crimi-
The stampede occurred at @)re ated to alleged criml
satsang ofselfstyled Cona demands ‘white paper’ ‘ O bribery tnder the Provention
odman Narayan Sakar Hari, . on_~
- pmmemma 9 paper Hemant to be face of INDIA bloc & i
Tuesday. This will be the first 1 is allege a e
visit of a senior opposition from gOVt On Ag n | path SCheme N officers were demanding 10
leader to Hathras since the ° lakh bribe from the com-
incident took place. PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Ajay Singh’s father purport- I I I aIl Sel I l O S On plainant to help in the
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, edly said in a video shared by ® release of his brother lodged in
New Delhi, July 4: Amidarow  Gandhi on X that even though - Tihar Jail after
[ | SiX kidS died amid over compensation to “Agniveer”  Rajnath Singh has said thefam-  PRESS TRUST OF INDIA - Mo ity of MLAs as well as coalition =~ the recovery of NRX drugs
martyrs, the Congress Thursday  ilies of martyrs have been given partners,” he claimed. (which cannot be purchased
cholera outbreak said the government should a compensation of 1 crore, Jamshedpur, July 4: AICC Leaders and MLAs of theruling  over the counter without the
Indore: Six children lost their bring a “white paper” on the no S}lch assi§tancg has been execgtive committee membgr coalition at a meeting unani-  prescription of a qualified doc-
lives W‘i thin a span of five days Agn_1path schem_e for short-term  received by his family. Dr Ajoy Kumar Thursday sa}d mously decided to elect Hemant  tor) from him.
amid a suspected cholera military recruitment, so that The Indian Army, however, = JMM leader Hemant Soren will Soren as the JMM legislature The complainant told the
outbreak at a privately-run the country gets to know there-  later rejected claims on social  be the face of the INDIA bloc in party leader. Following the de-  CBI that medicines have been
shelter home here even as a ality of the ground situation. media that compensation has  the Assembly poll in Jharkhand velopment, Champai Soren re-  falsely shown in the posses-
preliminary investigation Addressing a press conference  not been paid to thenextof kin  due to be held later this year. signed as the Chief Minister  sion of his brother Koshinder.
report has pointed fingers at at the AICC headquarters here, of Agniveer Ajay Singh, who Soren, son of JMM supremo  Adivasis, backward classesand  and Hemant replaced him. Dhaka and Saini allegedly
the facility for alleged Congress’s ex-servicemen de-  losthislifeinthelineof dutyand  Shibu Soren, was sworn in as  general caste people,” Kumar There is no scope for demanded the bribe to provide
irregularities and inadequate partment chief Colonel (retired)  said hisfamily has already been ~ the Jharkhand Chief Minister  claimed. Hemant Soren wasre-  Opposition to make it an issue  the details of the NRX medi-
maintenance of medical Rohit Chaudhry claimed thatthe  given ¥98.39 lakh of the due inRanchiforthethirdtimedur- leased from jail June 28 after  before the election as Champai  cines to the complainant for
records. Initial reports had family of late “Agniveer” Ajay = amount. ing the day after senior JMM  the high court granted himbail ~ Soren had already made itclear = preparing fake bills and to sub-
indicated that five children Singh from Punjab’s Ludhiana “Rahul Gandhiji says there  leader Champai Sorenresigned in a money laundering thatHemantand JMMsupremo mit the same before the com-
from the shelter home has got only 348 lakh from the = should be no discrimination = asCM Wednesday. “The change  case linked to an alleged land  Sibu Soren are his leaders. petent Court, which subse-
had died and nearly 50 were Centre, while it has received¥1 ~ with the soldiers and martyrsof  of guard in Jharkhand would scam. He had resigned as the The BJP has been claiming quently would be verified as
hospitalised due to suspected crore from the Punjab govern-  the country,” he said. not affect the prospect of the ~ CM shortly before his arrest  that tribal leaders outside Sibu  genuine by them and it would
food poisoning. ment and 50 lakh as insurance Addressing the presseralong  INDIA bloc at all inthe Assembly ~ January 31 by the ED. Soren’s family have no political ~ help in release on bail of his
--------------------------------------- money from a private bank. with Chaudhry, Wing Commander  election. In fact, we will do much Asked whether consent was  future in JMM. brother from his judicial cus-
Hisremarks came aday after  (retired) Anuma Acharyaalleged  better than the 2019 polls,” Kumar  reached among ruling coalition “The situation hasturnedbad  tody, the CBI has alleged.
[ | Man ShOOtS Leader of Oppositioninthe Lok  thatthe Narendra Modigovern-  told PTI. The Congressisamem-  members over contesting the  for the Jharkhand BJP as peo- During verification pro-
S elf over® affai r Sabha Rahul Gandhi mentisbringingouthalf-truths, berof the JMM-led rulingcoali- Assembly polls under Hemant  ple have rejected the leadership  ceedings, the CBI sent the com-
alleged that Defence Minister  entanglingthem intechnicalin-  tion in Jharkhand. Another  Soren’s leadership, the senior ~of Babulal Marandi. He plainant with concealed
New Delhi: A 30-year-old man Rajnath Singh “lied” in tricaciesandusingthe Additional = INDIA bloc constituent RJD is ~ Congress leader asserted that  willhaveatoughtasktosavehis recorder to ascertain the
allegedly shot himself dead in Parliament about the issue of  Directorate General of Public  also part of the alliance. there is hardly any difference  seat,” Kumar claimed. Marandi  claims. Dhaka allegedly told
Rohini Thursday outside of a compensation to the familiesof  Information’s official X handle to “Sending Hemant Soren to  of opinion over the issue. is the BJP’s Jharkhand thecomplainantthatIO of the
woman'’s house, police said. martyred Agniveers and mislead the people of the coun- jail without any evidence for “The change of guard was unit president and a former case would settle for %2.50
Police sources have said that demanded an apology for it. try “We condemn this,” sheadded.  five months peeved the Dalits,  possible following the unanim-  Chief Minister. crore.
they recovered a handwritten
note from the man where he °
mentioned that he was C l d o
oud resources prggest targets jor cyoerattac u
love affair with the woman. o
The deceased was identified as
Sunil Thakur, a resident of Bareilly
in Uttar Pradesh, they said. IN INDIA, NEARLY HALF (46 PER CENT) OF THE RESPONDENTS REPORTED THAT ALL CORPORATE DATA STORED IN THE CLOUD IS SENSITIVE AND 37 PER CENT OF
------------------------------------ THE PARTICIPATING ORGANISATIONS HAVE EXPERIENCED A CLOUD DATA BREACH IN INDIA WITH 14 PER CENT HAVING HAD ONE IN THE PAST YEAR
B Court extends PRESS TRUST OF INDIA global survey of 2,961 respon- Also, 35 per cent of the or- failure to use multi-factor au-
JC Of D arsh an dents, aimed at professionals in ganisations in Indiarecognisethe  thentication (11 per cent), it said.

Bangalore: A court here Thursday
extended till July 18 the judicial
custody(JC) of Kannada actor
Darshan Thoogudeepa along
with his friend Pavithra Gowda
and others accused in the
Renukaswamy murder case.
All the 17 accused, including
Darshan and Pavithra,

were produced before the
magistrate through video
conferencing from Bangalore

} and Tumakuru prisons, where

they are lodged, as their
judicial custody ended today.

New Delhi, July 4: A study by
a multinational firm has
identified cloud resources as the
“biggest targets” for
cyberattacks in India.

Thales has announced the
release of the 2024 Thales Cloud
Security Study, its annual as-
sessment of the latest cloud se-
curity threats, trends and emerg-
ing risks based on a survey of
nearly 3,000 IT and security pro-
fessionals across 18 countries
in 37 industries, according to a
statement.

“The study was based on a

security and IT management,”
it said. The study “identifies
cloud resources as the biggest tar-
gets for cyberattacks in India”.

Cloud security spending now
“tops all other security spending
categories”, it added.

In India, nearly half (46 per
cent) of the respondents reported
that all corporate data stored in
the cloud is sensitive and 37 per
cent of the participating or-
ganisations have experienced a
cloud data breach in India with
14 per cent having had one in
the past year, the statement said.

importance of digital sover-
eignty initiatives as a means of
future-proofing their cloud en-
vironments, and globally, nearly
half of the organisations ac-
knowledge that it is more diffi-
cult to manage compliance and
privacy in the cloud versus on-
premises, it said. Human error
and misconfiguration continue
to top the list of root causes of
these breaches (34 per cent), fol-
lowed by exploiting previously
unknown vulnerabilities (32 per
cent), exploiting known vul-
nerabilities (21 per cent) and

“As the use of the cloud
continues to be strategically
vital to many organisations,
cloud resources have become
the biggest targets for cyber at-
tacks, with cloud storage (30 per
cent), SaaS applications (30 per

cent) and Cloud Management -

Infrastructure (28 per cent) cited
as the leading categories of at-
tack in India.”

“As aresult, protecting cloud
environments has risen as the top

C

security priority ahead of all#

other security disciplines,” the
statement said.
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Over 50 NEET-UG candidates move SC

"
b fo

equal treatment was -
given to all parts of
the state including
Hamirpur which is
the citadel of the BJP. Whatever
development is seen in Hamirpur
today is due to the successive BJP
governments

y

JAI RAM THAKUR | LEADER OF OPPN IN HP ASSEMBLY

%\__

The BJP
‘ government
has not built a

single district -
hospital where the |
poor can get [
treatment and at

such a time when there is an
emergency, no one gets
treatment at all

AKHILESH YADAV I SP PRESIDENT

We broughtan A
‘ ordinance ‘
against use of SN L

unfair means in .
recruitment | N\ T
examinations to b
make the process

transparent. A record 14,800 youths
were recruited into government jobs
over the last three years

PUSHKAR SINGH DHAMI | UTTARAKHAND CM

| OF THE DAY

40 lives lost in
Pulwama

- no one resigned
293 lives lost in
Balasore

-no one resigned
121 lives lost in
Hathras

- no one resigned

1 tourist died in Portugal

- Health Minister resigned

—
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SHORT TAKES

M Telangana CM
meets PM Modi

Hyderabad: Telangana Chief
Minister, A Revanth Reddy
Thursday met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in New Delhi
and urged the Centre to
release pending funds, allot
coal blocks for public sector
miner Singareni Collieries
Company Limited (SCCL) and
also fulfil the commitments
under the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act.
Accompanied by Deputy Chief
Minister Mallu Bhatti

Vikramarka, the Chief Minister

called on PM Modi and
submitted a memorandum on
12 issues to him. According to
the Chief Minister’s Office,
various issues pertaining to
the state were discussed
during the hour-long meeting.

.......................................

B T'ganareleases
213 prisoners

Hyderabad: A total of 213
convict prisoners lodged in
prisons across Telangana were
granted premature release

by the state government. The
Telangana Prisons department
conducted counselling
programme and job fair for

the released prisoners on the
premises of the Central Prison,
Cherlapalli here Wednesday, an
official release said.

.......................................

M Advani discharged
from hospital

New Delhi: BJP veteran and
former deputy prime minister
Lal Krishna Advani was
discharged from the Apollo
Hospital here Thursday
evening, sources said. The
96-year-old was admitted to
the hospital Wednesday, days
after being discharged from
the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
following a night-long stay
there. Advani was discharged
from the Apollo Hospital
around 5 pm, the sources
said. The sources had said his
} condition remained stable
after being admitted to the
hospital Wednesday night.
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Across the state, just
because some people

did not vote for the TDP
and Naidu, their assets are being
destroyed and false cases are being
filed. They (ruling party cadres) are
beating up their opponents (YSRCP
supporters) and filing cases against
the victims

JAGAN MOHAN REDDY | YSRCP CHIEF

AU EEE

OVER 22K COPS TO GUARD

JAGANNATH RATH YATRA

The 147th edition of the annual Rath
Yatra of Lord Jagannath will take i
place July 7 in Ahmedabad where more g
than 22,000 security personnel will
guard the event which draws lakhs of
devotees, an official said Thursday

The fresh plea by 56 students has been filed days before a top court bench headed by Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud is scheduled to hear as many as 26 petitions seeking reliefs like re-test
and probe into the conduct of the examination plagued by allegations of malpractices

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 4: Over 50 suc-
cessful Gujarat-based NEET-UG
candidates, including several
who have been ranked first, have
moved the Supreme Court
seeking a direction to restrain the
Centre and the National Testing
Agency from cancelling the
controversy-ridden exam.

They have sought a direction
from the top court to the Union
Education Ministry to probe,
identify and take strict action
against students and others who
indulged in unfair practices like
paper leak and impersonation in
the NEET-UG exam conducted
May 5 this year.

The fresh plea by 56 students
has been filed days before a top
court bench headed by Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud is sched-
uled to hear as many as 26
petitions seeking reliefs like re-
test and probe into the conduct
of the examination plagued by
allegations of malpractices.

The National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test-Undergraduate
(NEET-UG) is conducted by the
National Testing Agency (NTA)
for admission to MBBS, BDS,
AYUSH and other related courses
in government and private
institutions across the country.
NEET-UG, 2024 was held across
4,750 centres May 5 and around
24 lakh candidates appeared in
the exam.

Allegations of irregularities,
including paper leaks, have
led to protests in several cities
and sparring between rival po-
litical parties.

The pleas seeking cancella-
tion of the exam, re-test and

Rashid, Amritpal to
take oath today

NEW DELHI/ CHANDIGARH: Jailed radical
Sikh preacher Amritpal Singh and Kashmiri
leader Sheikh Abdul Rashid are set to
take oath as Lok Sabha members Friday,
subject to some conditions in their parole
orders. While Rashid, popularly known as
Engineer Rashid, is in Delhi’s Tihar jail ina
terror funding case registered under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, Singh
is lodged in a prison in Assam’s Dibrugarh
district for offences under the National
Security Act. Singh, 31, and Rashid, 56,
won the recent Lok Sabha elections from
Khadoor Sahib in Punjab and Baramulla in
Jammu and Kashmir, respectively, as
Independents while being incarcerated.
They could not take oath as members of
the 18th Lok Sabha June 24 and 25 along
with the other winning candidates.

high-level probe are listed
for hearing July 8 in
the SC. The fresh
plea of Sidhharth
Komal Singla and
55 other students
was filed through
lawyer Devendra
Singh.

It said “The
Hon’ble court

of irregularities,
including paper
leaks, have led to
protests in several
cities and sparring
between rival

promise to the established
guidelines for NEET-UG
2024 examinations has
been done.”

The Petitioners are
young students
around 17-18 years
of age, and to
achieve their dream
of becoming a doc-
tor, they have given

may further direct their 100 per cent and
the respondents p0|itica| have cleared the exam
(Centre and the NTA) . after consistent hard
not to re-conduct NEET- parties work of more than 3-4

UG... as that would not only

be unreasonable and harsh for
the honest and hardworking stu-
dents but also would lead to the
infringement of the Right to
Education and therefore viola-
tive of Article 14 (right to equal-
ity) of the Constitution.”

The plea sought a direction
to the Centre and the NTA to
identify and punish the exami-
nees who adopted unfair means,
identify the centres and take ap-
propriate action where any “com-

Andhra CM Naidu
meets PM Modi

NEW DELHI: Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi here
Thursday and sought support for a
seven-point development agenda aimed
at addressing the state’s post-hifurca-
tion challenges. During the meeting at
the PMO, the Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
chief -- a key NDA ally -- highlighted the
unique challenges faced by Andhra
Pradesh following its bifurcation in
2014. He emphasised the need for
increased central support to accelerate
the state’s growth trajectory, advocat-
ing for enhanced assistance in lieu of
special category status. The meeting
focused on key issues ranging from
financial assistance to infrastructure
development, an official statement said.

India, UK agree to deepen cooperation

NEW DELHI: India and the United Kingdom have agreed to deepen cooperation
between their cyber agencies in order to build a safe and robust cyberspace, the

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said Thursday. The Sixth Cyber Dialogue between the
two sides was held here Wednesday. “Discussions during the dialogue included cyber-
threat assessment, internet governance, data protection, protection of critical infra-

structure, capacity building and cooperation in multilateral fora, including the latest
developments in the cyber realm at the United Nations,” according to a statement
issued by the MEA. “Both sides agreed to deepen cooperation between their respective
cyber agencies in order to build a safe and robust cyberspace,” the statement said.

Over 7% of daily deaths linked to PM2.5 pollution: Study

CONGRESS SLAMS GOVT

NEW DELHI: Expressing concern over “unchecked air pollution”, the
Congress alleged Thursday that the Narendra Modi government has
launched an “all-out war” on India’s environmental protection norms and
prioritised the “profits of the PM’s friends” over the health of people.
Congress general secretary, in-charge communications, Jairam Ramesh
said a new study published in the prestigious global medical journal,
“The Lancet Planetary Health”, shows how bad this crisis is, with 7.2 per
cent of all deaths in India associated with air pollution -- about 34,000
deaths each year in just 10 cities. “Unchecked air pollution is killing tens
of thousands of Indians every year,” Ramesh said in a statement.
Ramesh claimed that since 2017, the BJP-led Centre has continuously
pushed back the deadline for coal power plants to install the pollution-
controlling Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) equipment.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 4: On aver-
age, 7.2 per cent of all daily
deaths in 10 of the largest and
most polluted cities in India, in-
cluding Delhi, Bangalore and
Mumbai, were linked to PM2.5
levels higher than World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines
for safe exposure, according to
a study published in The Lancet
Planetary Health journal.
Delhi was found to have the
largest fraction of daily and
yearly deaths attributable to
PM2.5 air pollution, caused by
particles sized 2.5 micrometres
or less in diameter. Sources of
such pollution include vehicular
and industrial emissions.
Researchers said that daily ex-
posure to PM2.5 pollution in
Indian cities is linked with a
higher risk of death, and locally
created pollution could be pos-
sibly causing these deaths. The
international team included re-
searchers from Varanasi’s
Banaras Hindu University and

Researchers said that daily
exposure to PM2.5 pollution
in Indian cities is linked witha
higher risk of death, and locally
created pollution could be :
possibly causing these deaths

the Centre for Chronic Disease
Control, New Delhi.

They found that an increase
of 10 micrograms per cubic metre
in the average of fine particulate
matter (PM2.5) pollution meas-
ured over two days (short-term
exposure) was related to 1.4 per
cent higher daily mortality. The
death risk was found to be dou-
bled (2.7 per cent) per a 10 mi-
crogram per cubic metre in-
crease, when the researchers
restricted their analysis to ob-

years, it said.

However, the continuous
coverage of news regarding the
cancellation of the exam
and possibility of a re-test for all
is creating mental pressure
and causing unnecessary stress,
it said. If the re-test happens as
aresult of “hype created due to
the misleading coverage by
media”, the honest successful
students will have to face hard-
ship, it added. Singla, the lead pe-
titioner, ranked 778 in the merit

MILES TO GO: Pilgrims wait in a queue to enter a base camp for the annual Amarnath Yatra in Jammu

he international team included
researchers from Varanasi's

Banaras Hindu University and the
Centre for Chronic Disease
Control, New Delhi

servations below Indian stan-
dards of air quality; less stringent
than WHO guidelines for safe
exposure, which prescribe 15 mi-
crograms per cubic metre of
PM2.5 over a 24-hour period.
Indian air quality standards
prescribe 60 micrograms per
cubic metre of PM2.5 over a 24-
hour period. City-wise, the au-
thors found a 0.31 per cent rise
in daily mortality per a 10 mi-
crograms per cubic metre in-
crease in PM2.5 in Delhi, while

list of NEET-UG 2024, the plea
said, adding, “He has always
been an outstanding student
who in class 12th has topped in
his school with 96.60%. It is fur-
ther stated that amongst the
other co-petitioners, there are
students who have scored even
the 1st Rank...”.

While hearing a plea seeking
holding of the exam afresh on
grounds of alleged question
paper leak and other malprac-
tices June 11 the top court had
observed that the sanctity of
the NEET-UG has been affected
and sought responses from the
Centre and the NTA on the pe-
tition. It, however, refused to
stay the counselling of the suc-
cessful candidates.

The Centre and the NTA had
June 13 told the court that they
had cancelled the grace marks
awarded to 1,563 candidates.
They were given the option to
either take a re-test or forgo the
compensatory marks awarded
for loss of time.

The NTA announced the
revised rank list Monday after
issuing the results of the re-test
held June 23.

A total of 67 students had
scored a perfect 720, unprece-
dented in the NTA’s history, with
six from a Haryana centre fig-
uring in the list, raising suspi-
cions about irregularities in the
examination held May 5.

It has been alleged that grace
marks contributed to 67 students
sharing the top rank.

The number of candidates
sharing the top rank in the
NEET-UG came down to 61 from
67 in the revised results an-
nounced by the NTA.

in Bengaluru, the rise
was 3.06 per cent.

The links between daily ex-
posure to PM2.5 pollution and lo-
cally created pollutants were
found to be stronger in models
which the researchers used to ex-
plore cause-and-effect relation-
ships. Therefore, it was possible
that the locally generated pol-
lutants were causing these excess
deaths, the authors said.

“The causal effects were es-
pecially strong in cities with
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Petition in SC seeks

audit of Bihar bridges

B it A e W
Ten incidents of bridge
collapse have been
reported in Bihar’s Siwan,
Saran, Madhubani,
Araria, East Champaran
and Kishanganj districts
in over a fortnight

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 4: A PIL has been
filed in the Supreme Court seek-
ing directions to the Bihar gov-
ernment to undertake a struc-
tural audit and set up an expert
committee to identify bridges that
can be either strengthened or de-
molished based on the findings.

Many have claimed that heavy
rainfall might have contributed
to the incidents. The PIL, filed by
advocate and petitioner Brajesh
Singh, raised concerns about
the safety and longevity of the
bridges in the state that
witnesses floods and heavy rains
during monsoon.

Besides setting up a high-level
expert panel, it also sought
real-time monitoring of the
bridges as per the parameters of
the Union Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways.

In the PIL, the petitioner said
it was a matter of grave con-
cern that Bihar is the most flood-
prone state in India. The total

PTI PHOTO

lower concentrations of
air pollution, such as (Bangalore),
Chennai, and Shimla,” the
authors wrote. The study,
“the first multi-city, time series
analysis of short-term exposure
to PM2.5 and daily mortality in
India,” looked at roughly 36 lakh
daily deaths across ten Indian
cities between 2008 and 2019.
Other cities included in the
analysis were Ahmedabad,
Hyderabad, Kolkata, Pune,
Shimla and Varanasi.

.

flood-affected area in the state
is 68,800 square km which is
73.06 per cent of its total geo-
graphical area, the PIL stated.

“Hence such routine accrual
of the incident of falling bridges
in Bihar is more disastrous as
the lives of people at large are
at stake. Therefore the urgent in-
tervention of this court is re-
quired to save the lives of peo-
ple, as the under-construction
bridges before its accomplish-
ment collapsed routinely;” the pe-
titioner said.

In view of the bridge collapse
incidents, Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has directed the road
construction and rural works
departments to conduct a survey
of all old bridges in the state
and identify those that require
immediate repair.

RJD leader Tejashwi
Yadav, however, claimed that 12
bridges have collapsed in Bihar
since June 18.

In a post on X Thursday,
he wrote, “T'welve bridges have
collapsed in Bihar since June
18...Both Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief
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Minister Nitish Kumar are silent -

over these incidents in Bihar.
What happened to the claims of
good governance and corrup-
tion-free government? These in-
cidents show how corruption
is rampant in every department
of the state government.”

Heavy rains lash
several parts of HP;
85 roads closed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
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Shimla/Mandi, July 4: Heavy
rains lashed several parts of
Himachal Pradesh, leading to
the closure of 85 roads for
vehicular traffic.

The Shimla meteorological
office Thursday issued an ‘or-
ange’ alert, warning of heavy
to very heavy rains accompa-
nied by thunderstorms and
lightning at isolated places till
Friday and warned of flash floods
risk in a few areas in Mandi,
Sirmaur and Shimla districts.

As many as 85 roads including
59 in Mandi, 21 in Shimla, four
in Mandi and one in Kangra
were closed for vehicular traffic
following rains and 17 trans-
formers were disrupted in the
state, according to the state emer-
gency operation centre.

A portion of the stretch be-
tween Mandi and Pandoh of the
Chandigarh-Manali four-lane
highway which had developed
cracks Wednesday caved in
Thursday, forcing officials to
allow only one-way traffic,
officials said.

Locals said a retaining wall
was constructed by spending
lakhs of rupees but it has started
sinking and has gone down by
about two feet.

They questioned the quality of
the construction. The tarring
work is going on at the spot on
a war footing, project manager
Raj Shekar had said earlier.

The meteorological depart-
ment said monsoon activity is
likely to intensify and spells of
heavy to very heavy rainfall are
likely over the next two-three
days at a few places in Una,
Bilaspur, Hamirpur, Kangra,
Chamba, Mandi, Shimla, Solan
and Sirmaur districts.

The Met office also issued a
‘yellow’ warning for heavy rains
July 6 and 7, and cautioned of
damage to plantation, horti-
culture and standing crops, par-
tial damage to vulnerable
structures, minor damage to
‘kutcha’ houses and huts due
to strong winds and rain, dis-
ruption of traffic and water-
logging in low-lying areas.
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Sundernagar has received 119—

mm of rainfall, the highest in the
state, since Wednesday evening.
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‘ What we’ll do is

we will apply

the same level
of force that would
allow us to defend ;
ourselves. If a knifeis
used, for example, “
our personnel will also use a knife,

nothing more, under the concept of
proportionality

ROMEO BRAWNER JR | CHIEF OF ARMED
FORCES, THE PHILIPPINES

ISBs

(International

Sovereign
Bonds) account for
$12.5 billion out of
the total external B
debt of $37 billion.
This agreement is a crucial step in
our efforts to restore debt
sustainability

SHEHAN SEMASINGHER I
STATE MINISTER OF FINANCE, SRI LANKA

We are losing _
‘ our backing in 4

the society, ’z‘ ;
because of our ’

behaviour, high
prices, our treatment
of girls and because
we censor the internet

£

MASOUD PEZESHKIAN I MEMBER OF ISLAMIC
CONSULTATIVE ASSEMBLY, IRAN

SHORT TAKES

M Hurricane Beryl kills 7

Kingston: Hurricane Beryl was
roaring by Jamaica
Wednesday, bringing fierce

OrissaPOST
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It is a humbling moment for me
considering the stature of many
of my predecessors. The London School
of Economics and Political Science has
been a centre of academic excellence
since its inception in 1895. Its connection
with India has been an intensive,
inquisitive and integral relationship

4+ NKSINGH | ECONOMIST AND POLICYMAKER, INDIA

FIRST WOMAN TOP SOLDIER

Canada named a woman,
Lieutenant-General Jennie

Carignan, as the country’s top
soldier for the first time ever,
continuing a push by Prime

Minister Justin Trudeau to

appointment women to the

most senior jobs

India talks tough on terrorism

‘ISOLATE AND EXPOSE’ COUNTRIES THAT HARBOUR TERRORISTS, PROVIDE SAFE HAVENS AND CONDONE TERRORISM, SAYS INDIA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Astana, July 4: India Thursday
asked the international com-
munity to “isolate and expose”
those countries that harbour
terrorists, provide safe havens
and condone terrorism, under-
lining that if left unchecked,
terrorism can become a major
threat to regional and global
peace, in a veiled jibe at China
and its all-weather ally, Pakistan.

Delivering Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s remarks at the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Council of
Heads of State Summit in the
Kazakhstan capital Astana,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, who was physically
present at the meeting, recalled
that one of the original goals of
the SCO is to combat terrorism.

“Many of us have had our ex-
periences, often originating be-
yond our borders. Let us be clear
that if left unchecked, it can be-
come a major threat to regional
and global peace. Terrorism in
any form or manifestation can-
not be justified or condoned,”
he told the summit, which was
attended by Chinese President
Xi Jinping, Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin among others.

He said that the international
community “must isolate and
expose those countries that har-
bour terrorists, provide safe
havens and condone terrorism”,
in an apparent reference to
Pakistan and its all-weather ally
China which has often put on
hold on proposals in the United
Nations to blacklist the Pakistan-
based wanted terrorists.

“Cross-border terrorism re-
quires a decisive response and
terrorism financing and re-
cruitment must be resolutely
countered. We should also take
proactive steps to prevent the
spread of radicalisation among

Future of Sunak, his
party hangs in balance

) . FAGE

our youth,” he said, adding that
the joint statement issued dur-
ingIndia’s Presidency last year
on this subject underlines New
Delhi’s shared commitment.

“Delivered India’s statement at
the Summit of SCO Council of
Heads of States on behalf of PM
Shri @narendramodi ji. Thank
the leaders present for conveying
their best wishes to Prime Minister
@narendramodi on his re-elec-
tion for a third successive term,”
Jaishankar posted on X.

Later, Jaishankar delivered
Prime Minister Modi’s remarks at
the extended format Meeting of
the SCO Council of Heads of State
where he spoke about challenges,
saying terrorism would surely

With nine member states,
India, Iran, Kazakhstan,
China, Kyrgyz, Pakistan,
Russia, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan, the
Beijing-based SCO has
emerged as an influential
economic and security
bloc and one of the largest
trans-regional international
organisations. Belarus
joined as the 10th member

rank foremost for many of us.
“The truth is that it continues
to be used by nations as a tool of
destabilisation. We have had our
own experiences with cross-bor-
der terrorism. Let us be clear
that terrorism in any form or
manifestation cannot be justi-
fied or condoned. Harbouring
terrorists must be strongly con-
demned,” he said.
“Cross-border terrorism re-
quires a decisive response and
terrorism financing and re-
cruitment must be effectively
countered. The SCO must never
waver in its commitment. We

cannot have double standards
in this regard,” he added.

He also said that the SCO ex-
tended family shares a com-
mitment to reform the current
international order. “This is only
possible when those efforts ex-
tend to the United Nations and
its Security Council. We hope
that in the near future, we can
develop a strong consensus on the
way ahead,” he said.

“It must also be respectful of
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of states and be built on
the foundation of non-discrim-
inatory trade and transit rights
to neighbours,” he said and
pointed out the progress made
on Chabahar port in Iran.

He also spoke on Afghanistan,
saying “We have a historical re-
lationship between our peoples
that is the bedrock of our ties.”
India remains sensitive to the
needs and aspirations of the
Afghan people, he added.

“Enhancing education, train-
ing, and capacity-building are
key pillars of India’s interna-
tional cooperation. We are com-
mitted to further building on
them, be it with the C5 partners,
or those of ‘Neighbourhood First’
or the extended neighbourhood,”
he said.
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Hezhollah launches
200 rockets in Israel

SR
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Beirut, July 4: The Lebanese
Hezbollah group said it launched
over 200 rockets Thursday at sev-
eral military bases in Israel in re-
taliation for a strike that killed
one of its senior commanders.

The attack by the Iran-backed
militant group was one of the
largest in the monthslong con-
flict along the Lebanon-Israel
border, with tensions escalating
in recent weeks.

The Israeli military said “nu-
merous projectiles and suspi-
cious aerial targets” had entered
its territory from Lebanon, many
of which it said were intercepted.
There were no immediate re-
ports of casualties. It said about
200 “projectiles” were launched
toward the occupied Syrian
Golan Heights and over 20 drones
into Israeli territory, but that it
had intercepted some of them.

Israel after Hezbollah’s attack
struck various towns in south-
ern Lebanon. The Israeli military
said it struck Hezbollah’s “mil-
itary structures” in the southern
border towns of Ramyeh and
Houla.Lebanon’s state-run
National News Agency reported
an Israeli drone strike of Houla
killed at least one person. Israeli
jets also broke the sound bar-
rier over the Lebanese capital and
other areas in the country.
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winds and heavy rain after Israel Wednesday acknowl- -
the powerful Category 4 edged that it had killed *
storm earlier killed at least Mohammad Naameh Nasser,
seven people and caused you vote Labour,” he said. who headed one of Hezbollah’s
significant damage in the Sunak, meanwhile, took to so- three regional divisions in south-
southeast Caribbean. The US cial media to drive home his ern Lebanon, a day earlier.
National Hurricane Center message. “Polls are open. It’s Hours after the killing,
said Beryl’s eyewall was time to stop the Labour super- Hezbollah launched scores of
“brushing the south coast of majority that would mean higher Katyusha rockets and Falaq rock-
Jamaica”. Prime Minister taxes for the rest of your life.” ets with heavy warheads into
Andrew Holness said Sunak, 44, is up against voter northern Israel and the occu-
Wednesday afternoon that angst towards the incumbent pied Syrian Golan Heights. It
nearly 500 people were placed | ,ppoq rusT OF INDIA Tories after 14 years in power and launched more rockets Thursday
in shelters. has had to contend with trailing and said it had also sent ex-
------------------------------------- London, July 4: The future of  farbehind 61-year-old Keir Starmer- ploding drones into several bases.
Rishi Sunak as Britain’s first  led Labour Party throughout the Nasser was of great impor-
I Japanese sentenced Prime Minister of Indian ori- six-week campaign. Earlier, both tance to Hezbollah, which said he
to 17.5 years in iail gin and the leader of the leaders wrapped up their six- took part in battles in conflicts
Conservative Party, fightinganti-  week-long campaign with con- in Syria and Iraq from 2011 until ~
Kuala Lumpur: A Japanese incumbency of 14 years, hangs  trasting messages, Sunak urging 2016 and fought in the group’s last
hairstylist has been in the balance as millions cast ~ votersnot to hand “tax-raising” war with Israel in 2006. Two
sentenced to 17.5 years in their ballots in a historic general ~ Labour a “supermajority” and  Patients and their family members stage a rally demanding doctors to end the ongoing walkout that has disrupted  other senior Hezbollah com-
prison and 20 strokes of the election Thursday. Starmer playing down the  public health services in Seoul, South Korea pripHoTo  manders have also been killed.
cane in Singapore for what The British Indianleaderand  prospect of a landslide win for
the judge described as a the man who wants his job, fear of alow turnout impacting
“brutal and cruel” assaultand | 1 ahour leader Keir Starmer were  the final outcome. b b
rape of a drunk student five among the early voters from an Candidates are being fielded alne S aC rO I I l e Strate IC tO ‘N} n
¥ﬁ3:55330'£i't5almgeg;a'd estimated 46 million registered  for 650 constituencies across
pleade dzuilty M on’day' to one voters as around 40,000 polling  England, Scotland, Wales, and
charge of rape, one charge of booths opened across the coun- quthern Irela‘ndZ w.ith 326 re-  REUTERS RUSS' AN ASS AULT el}ed the lives and healtl} of our ser-
sexual assault by penetration, try at 7am loca_l time. quired for a majority in the first ] o — vicemen and the positions ,(,)f our
and one charge of making an Sunak and his wife Akshata  past the post system. Kyiv, July 4: Ukraine’s mili- P TN The command decided defenders were destroyed,” mili-
obscene film, defence lawyer Murty walked hand-in-hand to Polling experts have forecast ~ tary said Thursday its troops to pull back to more tary spokesman Nazar Voloshyn
Adrian Wee told The their local polling booth on a  a low turnout, which stood at  had pulled back from part of protected and prepared told Ukrainian television.
Associated Press. sunny day in his constituency of 67 per cent in thelast generalelecc  Chasiv Yar in the eastern rae “The command decided to pull
; . ;S h positions, but even there
Richmond and Northallertonin  tion in December 2019 when  Donetsk region, a day after . back to more protected and pre-
....................................... Y : : - o ami s the enemy does not stop its i1
orkshire, northern England. Johnson won a solid majority = Russia said its forces had taken active combat actions pared positions, but even there
H Attack on France’s Alittlelater, Starmer and wife ~ on his get Brexit done message.  control of a district in the strate- the enemy does not stop its ac-
Victoria were at their polling If opinion polls are to be be-  gic town. NAZAR VOLOSHYN | KHORTYTSIA MILITARY iy combat actions,” he said.
govt spokesperson | stationinCamden, north London, lieved, the incumbent Tories are Chasiv Yar stands on high UNIT SPOKESMAN, UKRAINE Russia’s forces, which
. . sporting Labour red colours. in line to win anywhere between  ground. If Russian forces es- launched their full-scale inva-
Paris: Just days before a high- “Today, Britain can begin a  53and 150 seats, with Labour pro-  tablish full control over the town, sion of Ukraine in February
Etakeﬁ legislative etlectlon, new chapter,” Starmer told vot-  jected to win alandslide. Thiswill  they could potentially use it as Russia’s Defence Ministry said ~ that runs through the eastern 2022, have been slowly advanc-
s:)%r;(%sggéec::rgﬁgca ers in a statement. lead to Starmer taking over as  a staging post to advance west-  Wednesday its forceshad taken  part of the town. ing in the Donetsk region for
Thevenot was attacked on the “We cannot afford five more Prime Minister, the first Labour WaI_‘ds towards the Ukrainian con‘grol oﬁ the “Novyi” district, “It became impracticaltohold  several weeks and tried to open
campaign trail, officials said years under the Conservatlveg. leader aﬂ.er Gordon B}"own toenter ¢ 1t1gs of Kramatorsk and W.h ich l'1e s to the west of  thecanal nelghbourhood gfter the a new front near the northeast-
Thursday. Thevenot, a But change will only happen if 10 Downing Street since 2010. Sloviansk. Siverskyi Donets-Donbas canal ~ enemy entered it, because it threat-  ern city of Kharkiv.
candidate for the Macron-led
centrist alliance Ensemble, ° ° °
her deputy and a party
wmeni To save spotted owl, US plans to eradicate its cousins
electoral posters near Paris ,
Wednesday night ahead of the
July 7 legislative election THE NOTION OF tails in advance. The notion of killingonebird  protector of wildlife to perse- ted owl habitats, with about4,500  need to do as much” shooting,
when a group attacked them, Documents released by the  species to save another has di-  cutor of wildlife,” said Wayne removed since 2009, said Robin ~ Holmer said.
Prime Minister Gabriel Attal KILLING ONE BIRD agency show up to about 450,000  vided wildlife advocates and con-  Pacelle, founder of theadvocacy =~ Bown, barred owl strategy leader The killings would reduce na-
said on the social media SPECIES TO SAVE barred owls would be shot over  servationists. It’s reminiscent  group Animal Wellness Action.  for the Fish and Wildlife Service. ~ tionwide barred owl numbers
platform X. Sweden says three decades after the birds of past government efforts to  He predicted the program would = Those targeted included barred by less than 1%, officials said.
three citizens given death ANOTHER HAS from the eastern US encroached  save West Coast salmon by killing ~ fail because the agency won’t  owls in California’s Sierra  That compares with potential
sentences in Iraq over into the West Coast territory of  sea lions and cormorants be able tokeep more barredowls ~ Nevada region, where the ani-  extinction for spotted owls should
shooting. DIVIDED WILDLIFE two owls northern spotted owls  that prey on the fish, from migrating into areas = mals have only recently arrived  the problem go unaddressed.
....................................... ADVOCATES AND and California spotted owls. The  and to preserve war- where others have been  and officials want to stop popu- The barred owl plan follows
smaller spotted owls have been  blers by killing killed. lations from taking hold. decades of conflict between con-
B Death sentence to CONSERVATIONISTS unable to compete with the in-  cowbirds that The shootings In other areas where barred  servationists and timber com-
3 Swedish citizens ASSOCIATED PRESS Zi(éefli, ev(vihligihave large broqu lay eggs in woulq likely oyvls are more establ@shed, offi- panies, which cut down vast
room to survive  warbler begin next cialsaimtoreducetheirnumbers areas of older forests where spot-
Stockholm: Three Swedish than spotted owls. nests. spring, offi-  butacknowledge shootingowls ted owls reside.
citizens have been Washington, July 4: To save the Past efforts to save spotted owls Some cials said. is unlikely to eliminate them Early efforts to save the birds
sentenced to death in Iraq imperiled spotted owl from po-  focused on protecting the forests  advocates Barred entirely. culminated in logging bans in the
over their involvement in a tential extinction, US wildlife =~ where they live, sparking bitter  grudg- owls Supporters include the  1990s that roiled the timber in-
shooting and a fourth may officials are embracing a con-  fights over logging but also help-  ingly ac- 5 would be  American Bird Conservancy dustry and its political sup-
also face the same tentious plan to deploy trained  ing slow the birds’ decline. The  cepted lured and other conservation groups.  porters in Congress.
pl{nIShme"t over a separate shooters into dense West Coast  proliferation of barred owls in  the using Barred owls don’t belong in the Yet spotted owl populations
crime, the Swedish foreign forests to kill almost a half-mil-  recent yearsisunderminingthat  barred owl mega West, said American Bird continued declining after barred
ministry said Thursday. The lion barred owls that are crowd-  earlier work, officials said. removal b phones Conservancy Vice President  owls started showing up on the
Igov?rnnr:ent sg,m;?o_nedl ¢ ing out their cousins. “Without actively managing  strategy, oth-  4.> * to broad- Steve Holmer. Killing them is ~ West Coast several decades ago.
nr%‘:] tshctoar?gte; tﬁgijseaat?] The US Fish and Wildlife  barred owls, northern spotted  ers said it’s I8 castrecorded owlcalls, unfortunate, he added, but re-  Across study sites in the region,
sentence ggain <t one of the Service strategy released owlswilllikely goextinctinall  reckless diversion L then shot with shotguns. ducing their numbers could atleasthalf of spotted owls have
three involved in the Wedpe_sday ismeanttopropup or the majority of their range, from needed for— Carpasses .would be  allow them to live alongside spot- been lost, with losges toppi.ng
shooting. Sweden does not dpchn;ng spotted owl pppula- despite deqades of cczl,labgrat}ve est preseljvatlon. buried on site. ted owls over the long term. 75% in some areas, said Katherl_ne p
have the death penalty and tions in Oregon, Washington conservation effortg ,said Fish “The Fish and The birds already are ‘Astheold forests are allowed  Fitzgerald, who leads the wildlife—
opposes its use in all State and California. The and Wildlife Service Oregon  Wildlife Service being killed by re-  toregrow, hopefully coexistence  service’s northern spotted owlre-
circumstances. _I Associated Press obtained de-  state supervisor Kessina Lee. is turning from searchersinsomespot-  is possible and maybe we don’t  covery program.
o0 © o0 © o0 ©
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‘ ‘ The more you see the

surge in the stock market,
the greater the role, | believe, for
SEBI and SAT, as institutions which
will exercise caution, celebrate the
successes but at the same time,
ensure that the backbone is stable
DY CHANDRACHUD | CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA

RUSSIAN TANK ROUNDS TO BE MADE IN INDIA

Russia’s vast state-owned Rostec corporation said
Thursday that its weapons export unit had
organised the production in India of armour-piercing
rounds for Russian-made battle tanks. Rostec issued
its statement ahead of a July 8-9 visit to Russia by
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi who will hold

business

The air cargo
‘ sector has a

bright future
and the number of
freighters in the
country is
expected to rise

PIYUSH SRIVASTAVA | SENIOR ECONOMIC
ADVISOR, MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION

We are in talks
‘ with
government

and cooperatives to Vs ¥
) |

deploy up to 6,000

drones next year.

These will mainly -
focus on agriculture spray. We plan
to invest 140 crore in manufacturing
of drones and expects revenue to be
in the range of 3600-900 crore in 2025

ASHOK KUMAR GUPTA | CHAIRMAN,

OPTIEMUS INFRACOM
4/

Companies are
‘ allocating a
substantial

portion of their R -y
budgets for office 1 '-'/'
redesigns. Although m
specific figures vary,

investments in office aesthetics are
seen as strategic moves to improve
employee morale and productivity

KARTIK NARAYAN | CEO (STAFFING),
TEAMLEASE SERVICES

SHORT TAKES

B Cement industry
grows 2-3% in Q1

New Delhi: The cement sector
has witnessed a muted growth
of 2-3 per cent in the first quarter
of current fiscal on account of a
slowdown in construction
activity because of the Lok
Sabha polls, according to a
report from rating agency Icra.
However, the overall volumes for
the FY2024-25 are likely to
expand by 7-8 per cent driven by
a healthy demand from the
infrastructure and housing
sectors. “Nevertheless, the
government’s focus on
infrastructure projects, sanction
of additional houses under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY), and the industrial capex
is expected to meaningfully
improve cement volume offtake
in H2 FY2025,” it said.

......................................

Il BoM logs 19% loan
growth in Apr-June

SENSEX, NIFTY CLOSE AT FRESH LIFETIME
HIGHS ON GAINS IN ICICI BANK, INFOSYS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, July 4: Equity bench-
mark indices Sensex and Nifty
ticked higher to close at fresh
all-time high levels Thursday, fol-
lowing buying in market heavy-
weights ICICI Bank, Infosys
and TCS amid a largely positive
trend in global equities.

sure, improvement in QoQ
earnings outlook and a re-
sultant sharp fall in the US 10-
year bond yield. The buoyancy
in government spending and
the green shoots in corporate
earnings are now supporting
the premium valuation. Return
of FIIs to the domestic market

and expectation of a rate

The 30-share BSE Market cut in September are
Sensex scaled an in- T supporting market
traday record high Capltahsatlon sgr?timen%,” Vinod
?f 83,39%%4 in egﬂy of BSE-listed firms gair, lllieta éi ,0,{

rade. The index . esearch at Geoji
pared most of the hit a record Financial !
galir}[§1}?ter éiue Fi high of S(X‘vices, ssaid.
volatility and profit- mong Sensex
taking by investors at 441.30L-cr shares, HCL

record levels. Sensex

closed 62.87 points or 0.08
per cent higher at 80,049.67, its
all-time closing high.

The broader Nifty also hit an
intra-day record high of 24,401
in early trade before closing al-
most flat. The 50-issue index
rose by 15.65 points or 0.06 per
cent to settle at a record 24,302.15
with 23 of its shares closing
higher and 27 with losses.

“The defensive bet on large
caps like IT and pharma gained
momentum due to the dimin-
ishing US inflationary pres-

Housing sales up 11%
in H1 to hit 11-yr peak

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 4: Indian real
estate market remained buoy-
ant in January-June this year,
with housing sales hitting an
11-year high at 1.73 1akh units and
office demand at a record 34.7 mil-
lion square feet across eight
major cities, according to Knight
Frank.

On an annual basis, housing
sales rose 11 per cent to 1,73,241
units while leasing of office
space grew 33 per cent to 34.7
million square feet during
January-June this year across
eight major cities.

Shishir Baijal, Chairman and
Managing Director, Knight Frank
India, said, “India’s real estate
market has been buoyant in the
last few quarters owing to the
strong economic fundamentals
and stable socio-political con-

ditions.”

As a result, the residential
and office segments have
recorded decadal-high numbers,

New Delhi: State-owned Bank
of Maharashtra (BoM) Friday

reported a 19 per cent growth
in credit to %2.09 lakh crore for

the April-June quarter. The
outstanding credit was ¥1.75
lakh crore at the end of June 30,
2023, BoM said in a regulatory
filing. The Pune-headquartered
lender reported a 9.44 per cent
increase in total deposits to
32.67 lakh crore as against
32.44 lakh crore at the end of
the first quarter of the previous
financial year. During the
quarter, it said, Current
Accounts and Savings
Accounts declined to 49.86 per
cent of the total deposits as
against 50.97 per cent. The
Credit Deposit ratio increased
to 78.18 per cent at the end of
June 30, 2024, as against 71.89
per cent in the year-ago period.

he told reporters in a virtual
press conference Thursday.

He noted that premium hous-
ing formed 34 per cent of all
sales in the first half of 2024.

“Concurrently, India’s status
as one of the fastest-growing
large economies has positively
impacted office demand. India
faces businesses and GCCs tak-
ing the lead positions in trans-
actions. Based on our expectation
of continued stability in the
socio-economic and political con-
ditions and the current trajectory
of growth, we anticipate a strong
finish to the year 2024 with both
residential and commercial of-
fice transactions noting
record highs.”

Technologies, ICICI

Bank, Tata Motors, Sun

Pharmaceuticals, Tata

Consultancy Services, Infosys,

Kotak Mahindra Bank and

Mahindra and Mahindra were
the gainers.

In contrast, HDFC Bank, Bajaj
Finance, Larsen & Toubro, Tech
Mahindra, UltraTech Cement
and IndusInd Bank were among
the laggards.

Analysts said that stock
markets traded within a nar-
row range and ended nearly
unchanged.

D-St ends at new peaks

talks with President Vladimir Putin

i L O L N L L L L R N e L iR NN R I
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Sensex
closes at
80,049.67

Nifty settles
at 24,302.15

& & The Nifty has approached its immediate target
of 24,500 and appears slightly overextended. It
would be prudent to take some profits and wait for a
potential dip before considering new long positions
inthe index i misHRA | SVP (RESEARCH), RELIGARE BROKING

In the broader market, the
BSE Smallcap gauge jumped
0.62 per cent and the midcap
index climbed 0.60 per cent.

Among the indices, health-
care soared by 1.17 per cent, IT
jumped by 1.12 per cent, teck by
0.98 per cent, auto by 0.88 per
cent and telecommunication
rose by 0.73 per cent.

However, consumer durables
fell by 0.22 per cent, FMCG (0.15
per cent), financial services
(0.13 per cent), and Oil & Gas

(0.02 per cent).

A total of 2,185 stocks ad-
vanced while 1,742 declined and
94 remained unchanged on the
BSE. As many as 23 Nifty shares
advanced, 27 declined on the
exchange.

Benchmark BSE Sensex
breached the historic 80,000
level intraday for the first time
while Nifty raced more than
162 points to close at a fresh
lifetime high of 24,286.50
Wednesday.

SLOWEST PACE IN SIX YEARS

Solar output growth falters in Hl

REUTERS

Singapore, July 4: India’s solar
power generation grew at the
slowest pace in six years in the first
half of 2024, an analysis of data
from the federal grid regulator
showed, as the country further
stepped up reliance on coal to ad-
dress surging power demand.
Electricity generated from
coal grew 10.4% during six
months ended June 30, areview
of daily load despatch data from
Grid-India showed, outpacing
overall power generation growth
of 9.7% during the period.
Solar power generation in the

third-largest producer of elec-
tricity from the sun rose to 63.6
billion kilowatt-hours (kWh) in
the first half of 2024, the data
showed, up 14.7% compared with
the same period last year and
18.5% in the calendar year 2023.

The world’s fastest growing
major economy has prioritised
coal to address a surge in power
demand in recent years, with

coal-fired power output last year
outpacing renewable energy out-
put for the first time since the
Paris accord in 2015.

The south Asian nation’s fuel
use patterns since emerging
from the Covid-19 pandemic have
largely been in line with trends
in the region, with Indonesia,
Philippines, Vietnam and
Bangladesh all firing up coal for
generating inexpensive power.

The share of the fossil fuel in
power output rose to 77.1% in the
first half of 2024, compared with
76.6% in the same period last
year, putting it on track to rise
for the fourth straight year.

FPI buying in financials

at 6-month high in June

FPI OUTFLOWS FROM DOMESTIC
EQUITIES HIT A RECORD HIGH JUNE 4

REUTERS

Bangalore, July 4: Foreigner
portfolio investors (FPI) snapped
a two-month selling streak in
India’s financials and turned
net buyers in June, hitting a six-
month high.

The heaviest-weighted sector,
financials, garnered FPI in-

showed a surprise weaker man-
date for the ruling National
Democratic Alliance.

“It appears the FPIs have re-
alised that selling in the most-per-
forming market would be a
wrong strategy,” Banerjee said.

“Once the interest rate cut
starts in the US, which is ex-

pected by the end of the year,

flows worth z91.7 bil- Helped it could trigger bigger
lion (about $1.1 bil- FPI inflows into
lion) during the by the return of emerging markets
month, the high- foreign inflows and like India as the
est since . . arbitrage will
December sustained domestic open up be-
2023, accord- 1 -chi H tween the two
ing to data buymg’ blue ChlpS Nlﬂ:y 50 countries,”
from the andS&P BSESensexrose said Viraj
National about 7% each in June, the Gandhi, chief
Securities executive of
Depository best monthly SAMCO Mutual
(NSDL). performance Fund.

The FPI buying . Information tech-
in the sector came after in 2024 nology companies led
two months of outflows worth Indian shares higher Thursday;

%182 billion, boosting the finan-
cials index, private banks and
banking stocks 6.9%-8% higher
in June.

“Once the concerns on the na-
tional elections-related uncer-
tainty were over, the govern-
ment was formed and ministries
were allocated, the FPIs were
assured of policy continuity,”
said Ajit Banerjee, chief in-
vestment officer at Shriram Life
Insurance.

FPI outflows from domestic
equities hit a record high June
4, the election results day that

in line with Asian peers, after
softer US labour data boosted
hopes for a rate cut in September.

Telecommunication, consumer
services, capital goods and health-
care sectors saw FPI inflows
worth between Z27 billion and 380
billion in June.

SAMCO’s Gandhi said investor
interest will likely continue in
capex-linked themes like man-
ufacturing, infrastructure, de-
fence as well as consumption-
linked themes including
telecommunication and real es-
tate sectors.

4 years after ban, China’s Shein set to
return to India with Reliance’s help

Bangalore: Indian bilionaire Mukesh Ambanis Reliance
Retail Ventures will launch Chinese fast fashion label
Shein in the coming weeks, selling the latter’s products
on its app and brick-and-mortar stores, as per reports
Thursday. The retail unit of Ambani’s oil-to-telecom
conglomerate Reliance Industries reportedly teamed up
with the IPO-bound fashion brand last year and is likely
to tap former Meta director Manish Chopra to head
Shein’s operations in India, the newspaper said, citing
executives aware of the development. The partnership is
the latest in a string of deals by Reliance Retail, which
has brought international brands such as American
jewellery maker Tiffany & Co and British online retailer
ASOS to India. This move comes four years after Shein
was banned from India as a part a wider crackdown on some Chinese applications
following border conflicts between the two Asian neighbours. The India operations
will be run by a company entirely owned by Reliance Retail and Shein is expected to
be paid a license fee as a share of profit of the Indian firm. All relevant and sensitive
data will be hosted and stored in India with Shein having no access or rights over
them, according to the report. Once launched, Shein will compete directly with
Walmart-backed online shopping site Myntra and the Westside brand of Tata-owned

BlZ BUZZ

Trent in India’s $10 billion fast fashion market.

RS 17 |

Raymond to demerge real estate hiz

New Delhi: Textile major Raymond Ltd Thursday said
it will demerge the real estate business to unlock the
value for shareholders and harness growth potential
in the Indian property market. In a regulatory filing,
the company informed that its board has approved

the scheme of arrangement of Raymond Ltd
(demerged company) and Raymond Realty Ltd
(resulting company) and their respective
shareholders. As per the scheme of arrangement,
each Raymond Ltd shareholder will receive one share

of Raymond Realty for every one share held in Raymond Ltd. The standalone
operational revenue of the real estate division stood at ¥1,592.65 crore in the last fiscal,
accounting for 24 per cent of the total revenue of Raymond Ltd. This will be subject to
the requisite approvals and sanction of the jurisdictional bench of the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) and subject to the approval of shareholders and/or
creditors, central government, or such other competent authority as may be directed
by the NCLT. Upon the scheme coming into effect on the effective date, on demerger,
Raymond Realty would issue 6,65,73,731 equity shares of Raymond Realty Ltd having a
face value of 210 each to the equity shareholders of Raymond Ltd. The shares issued by
Raymond Realty Ltd would be listed on BSE Ltd and the National Stock Exchange of
India (NSE). Explaining the rationale, Raymond Ltd said it seeks to reorganise the real
estate business carried on by itself and through its subsidiaries. To exploit the growth
potential of the real estate business and attract a fresh set of investors/ strategic
partners to participate in the real estate business, it is proposed to consolidate the
entire real estate business of the Group under one single entity, the company said.

India among most active nations for Threads
GLOBAL MONTHLY ACTIVE USERS COUNT HITS 175MN

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 4: India is
one of the most active coun-
tries for Threads, which has
notched over 175 million
monthly active users globally; ac-
cording to social media
giant Meta.

“With a 175 million actives,
we're seeing Threads become
a place where people feel com-
fortable sharing their thoughts
and ideas. India is one of the
most active countries for
Threads globally,” Meta said in
arelease.

In India, some of the most
popular tags and topics on
Threads are centred around
film, TV and OTT content,
celebrity-related conversations
and sports.

Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg
announced that Threads has
over 175 million monthly active
users as the social media giant

The update assumes significance as it marks the
completion of nearly one year since Meta officially
launched rival to Twitter (now X)

asserted that Threads was
launched with the belief that
“everyone has something valu-
able to say”.

“It’s been a year now, and
we’re seeing it become a place
where people feel comfortable
sharing their thoughts and ideas.
In fact, India is one of the most

active countries for Threads
globally,” the release said.

Among the other major take-
aways are creation of 50 mil-
lion topic tags on Threads till
date, globally.

“Cricket has been reigning
on Threads in India, with play-
ers from the current Indian

squad like Rishabh Pant and
Ravindra Jadeja, to former crick-
eters like Akash Chopra and
Suresh Raina, experts like
Ridhima Pathak and interna-
tional cricketers like AB de
Villiers sharing their passion for
the game,” Meta said.

The T20 Cricket World Cup,
IPL, and Women’s Premier
League 2024 have been some of
the moments that have sparked
cricket conversations on Threads
this year; it further said, adding
that over 200 creators shared
updates about the concluded
IPL season on Threads.

Threads scaled highs imme-
diately after it was unveiled in
July 2023 - it snapped up 100
million user sign-ups within a
week of its launch.

The initial euphoria, how-
ever, wore off and according to
industry watchers, the app strug-
gled subsequently with steady
decline in engagement metrics.

SEEKS
SUPPORT

INDIA IS THE WORLD’S
LARGEST CENTRE FOR
CUTTING AND
POLISHING
DIAMONDS,
ACCOUNTING FOR
NINE OUT OF 10
DIAMONDS POLISHED
GLOBALLY

REUTERS

Mumbai, July 4: India’s cut
and polished diamond exports
have been faltering due to weak
demand from the key market,
China, and they are unlikely to
stabilize unless the government
provides support to the industry,
the head of aleading trade body

said Thursday.

India is the world’s largest
centre for cutting and polishing
diamonds, accounting for nine
out of 10 diamonds polished
globally.

“We’re battling weak demand,
particularly due to China’s slow
recovery from Covid-19. As are-
sult, demand continues to fall,”
Vipul Shah, chairman of the
Gem and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council (GJEPC),
told Reuters.

e Weak Chinese demand
dents dlamond exports

& & We're battling weak
demand, particularly due to
China’s slow recovery from
Covid-19. As a result,
demand continues to fall

VIPUL SHAH | CHAIRMAN, GJEPC

China accounts for around a
third of India’s cut and polished
diamond exports and primarily
buys through Hong Kong.

The economic slowdown, shift-
ing consumer preferences from
diamonds to gold jewellery and
fewer weddings have been squeez-

P

ing the demand for diamonds -¥

in China.

India’s cut and polished dia-
mond exports fell nearly 15% in
the June quarter, compared with
ayear earlier, following a 27.5%

£
C

P

decline in the 2023/24 market-—

ing year that ended March 31,
Shah said.
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Mumbai halts to salute Team India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, July 4: The victory pa-
rade of the T20 World Cup win-
ning Indian team commenced
after a two-hour delay as complete
crowd chaos along the stretch
of South Mumbai brought the
traffic to a halt after Rohit
Sharma and his men touched
down little after 5.00pm here
Thursday.

As per the itinerary shared
by the officials here, the two-
hour open bus parade started
from the National Centre for
Performing Arts (NCPA) in
Nariman Point till the Wankhede
Stadium started little after 7:30pm
in the evening as the Maximum
City’s stretch along the Marine
Drive was drowned in an ‘Ocean
of Humanity’.

The Indlan team left could
only fly from New Delhi around
3:42 pm after a breakfast meet-
ing with the Indian PM Narendra
Modi, having returned from
Barbados in the wee hours of
morning.

The Wankhede Stadium here
was thrown open to fans who
filled up the stands within min-
utes to celebrate the Indian
cricket team's title triumph last
Saturday. After arriving in the
city, Rohit’s team and their sup-
port staff made their way to the
southern tip of the city which
houses the Wankhede Stadium.
But not before their aircraft —
a Vistara flight — got the fa-
mous ‘Water Salute’ after ar-
riving here at the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport’s Terminal 2.

The players walked out of the
airport with a sea of fans and
media waiting for them for last
several hours. Meanwhile, at
the iconic Wankhede Stadium
which witnessed India’s last ODI
World Cup triumph in 2011, the
stands got filled to the brim by
passionate fans as thousand oth-
ers waited outside the gates
which were closed around
5:00pm.

As the gates closed amid in-
termittent rain, extreme hu-
midity and chaos of several
thousand people arriving in the
vicinity, those fortunate ones
who were able to find their
places inside Wankhede re-
mained fixated to their seats
even if there was scarcity of
food and water. Asthe fansran
in all directions to take their

places in the stands amid a
heavy burst of rain, several
pairs of footwear got left be-
hind in the rush while debris of
all kind was also thrown around
along the way. While the wait ex-
tended, rain kept pelting down
with breaks but it could not
force the fans off their seats in-
side the stadium.

The DJ kept entertaining with
songs of all genres and at one in-
stance it felt like Wankhede was
hosting a rain-dance party with
the stadium’s speakers blurting
out Vengaboys’ party hit ‘To
Brazil’ and the country’s unof-
ficial sports anthem Chak de
India. Soon after, Wankhede
came alive with its customary
chants of ‘Sachin... Sachin’ fol-
lowed by ‘Mumbaicha Raja, Rohit
Sharma!’ and ‘India... India’.

Athletics: Chopra
to lead contingent

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 4: Defending
champion Neeraj Chopra will
headline a 28-member Indian
athletics contingent at the Paris
Olympics starting July 26.

The 26-year-old Tokyo Games
gold medallist and reigning world
champion in javelin throw has
decided to skip the last Diamond
League this weekend in Paris
in order to prepare for the quad-
rennial extravaganza as almost
all the selected names are on ex-
pected lines.

The squad comprises 17 men
and 11 women athletes with some
of the other prominent names
being Asian Games champions
Avinash Sable, Tejinderpal Singh
Toor along with sprint hurdler
Jyothi Yarraji, to name a few.

The 4x400m men’s relay team,
featuring Muhammed Anas,
Muhammed Ajmal, Amoj Jacob
and Rajesh Ramesh, which had
created quite a stir by leaving be-
hind the USA team in one of the
heats at the last World
Championships, will also be fol-
lowed with keen interest.

Deepanshi fails dope
test, suspended

New Delhi: NADA has suspended
India’s top woman 400m runner
Deepanshi for flunking her dope
test during the recent National
Inter-State Championships, where
she won a silver medal. The 21-
year-old Deepanshi had clocked
52.01 seconds to finish second
behind Kiran Pahal (50.92) in the
women’s 400m final in Panchkula
Friday. This was the first dope
positive case from the National
Inter-State Championships (June
27-30), which was the final
qualifying event for the Paris
Olympics.

(Gukesh holds Caruana;
Praggnanandhaa draws

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bucharest (Romania), July 4:
World Championship challenger
Grandmaster D Gukesh played
out a draw with tournament
leader and top seed Fabiano
Caruana of United States in
the seventh round of the
Superbet classic chess tourna-
ment here.

On another all-draws day, R
Praggnanandhaa signed peace
with Ian Nepomniachtchi of
Russia leaving the lead positions
intact like the previous round.

Caruana on 4.5 points remains
in front with two victories and
five draws, he is followed by
Gukesh, Praggnanandhaa and
Alireza Firouzja of France, who
are all half a point behind the
American.

Nepomniachtchi shares the
fifth spot with Maxime Vachier-
Lagrave of France with a fifty
percent score, a half point ahead
of the trio of American Wesley
So, Dutch Anish Giri and
UzbeKistan's first son in chess
Nodirbek Abdusattorov. Just

two rounds remain in the $350000
prize money tournament.

Gukesh’s choice of Italian
opening gave him an optical ad-
vantage against Caruana. After
the initial tussle, the players
reached a middle game wherein
the Indian had an edge thanks
to better placed forces but
Caruana was up to the task in
finding the defense to maintain
the balance.

The pieces got traded at regular
intervals in this encounter and
the players arrived at a Queen and
rook endgame where neither
side had areal chance. The game
was drawn after 62 moves.

Praggnanandhaa had a rela-
tively easy day against
Nepomniachtchi despite play-
ingblack. Years of working with
World number one Magnus
Carlsen and his own expertise as
the two-time world championship
challenger has made
Nepomniachtchi a leading the-
oretician but in the seventh
round the Indian surprised him
with what looked like a sensa-
tional preparation.

and Rahul Dravid

with the trophy

Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai

ROUS.

o The Indian team with the T20 World Cup
trophy at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai

9 Prime Minister Narendra Modi poses with the
T20 World Cup trophy along with Rohit Sharma
e Man of the tournament Jaspreet Bumrah poses
o Suryakumar Yadav and his wife are all smiles
as they arrive with the Cup in New Delhi
The crowd goes wild as Virat Kohli holds aloft

e the trophy on the bus taking the team to the

0 Hardik Pandya obliges by posing for a selfie
with security personnel at the Delhi Airport
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