
Waning popularity
Actor Fatima Sana Shaikh
highlights the diminishing
urgency to watch films in theatres
due to quick OTT releases

LEISURE | P2

Iran Prez run-off
A moderate lawmaker will face Iran supreme
leader’s protege in a run-off  to presidential
election July 5 after no candidate secured
enough votes in the first round of voting
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Milestone moment
India posts the biggest ever total
in the history of women’s Test
cricket by scoring a mammoth
603 for six against South Africa
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Rising steel imports 
Steel and trade ministries in talks
over rising imports, particularly
cheap Chinese goods, amid
persistent calls for higher tariffs 

BUSINESS | P11
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

He’s inaugurated far too many infra
projects recently, and the MET Dept
predicts a good monsoon this year

WEATHER

Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

BBSR CTC

32.9° 32.0°
26.6° 25.5°
84% 77%
Nil 2.4mm

FORECAST

GENERALLY
CLOUDY SKY

ASSOCIATED PRESS

New York, June 29: The silver
pocket watch was a prized pos-
session of  26th American
President Theodore Roosevelt, a
keepsake given to him by his
sister and her husband in 1898
before he took charge that would
travel with him around the world
and end up at Sagamore Hill —
his home on Long Island, New
York, and now a national his-
toric site.

But in 1987, it went from mu-
seum piece to pilfered prize when
someone stole it from an un-
locked case at the Theodore
Roosevelt Inaugural National
Historic Site in Buffalo, New
York, where it was on loan.

It was mystery that endured
36 years until it turned up at a
Florida auction house last year

and was seized by federal agents.
Thursday, it was returned to
public display at Sagamore Hill
as the National Park Service
and the FBI triumphantly an-
nounced it was back home dur-
ing a ceremony featuring
Roosevelt’s great-grandson,
Tweed Roosevelt.

“This was feel-good news,”
Tweed, 82, said Friday in a phone
interview. “For me, it kind of
felt like almost as if  a piece of
TR’s spirit being returned to
Sagamore Hill, like a little bit of
him was coming back. And so I
felt that was really cool,” he
added.

Growing up, he said he didn’t
know about the watch and only
learned about it vaguely after
it was stolen. He called it “un-
remarkable” in appearance, but
priceless to his great grandfather.

“As it turns out, this isn’t just
any old pocket watch,” he said.
“It was a watch that TR placed
great sentimental value on.”

The mystery of  the watch’s
disappearance, however, is not

fully solved. It is still not clear
who stole it and how. The Park
Service and FBI only released de-
tails of  its reappearance this
week after an investigation. The
agencies did not return mes-

sages seeking comment Friday.
Roosevelt, who was president

from 1901 to 1909, apparently
had the watch with him at the
Battle of  San Juan Hill in Cuba
during the Spanish-American
War and during future exploits,
including wild game hunting in
Africa and exploring the Amazon
in South America, according to
the Park Service.

The watch, made by the now-
defunct Waltham Watch Co. in
Massachusetts, appears like
many pocket watches of  its day,
with a plain silver exterior and
no etchings. But the inside reveals
its significance, with engraving
that says “THEODORE ROO-
SEVELT” and “FROM D.R. &
C.R.R.,” referring to Roosevelt’s
brother-in-law and sister, Douglas
Robinson Jr.  and Corinne
Roosevelt Robinson.

Stolen in 1987, Roosevelt’s watch back at home

In a bid to make governance 
c i t iz en  centric ,  the  s tate  
government took a few crucial
policy decisions, Saturday. Among
the key changes, it has decided to
rechristen LAccMI bus service as
Mukhyamantri Bus Seva. The
other administrative moves 
included reactivation of  the Chief
Minister’s Grievance Cell from
July 1 to receive public complaints
and a change in the uniform of
high school students 

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, June 29: The
state government Saturday made
several changes at administra-
tive level overturning the deci-
sions taken by the previous gov-
ernment. 

Renaming of  LAccMI bus serv-
ice,  resuming of  Chief  Minister’s
Grievance Cell,  and changing of
school uniform are among the
major moves made by the new
government. 

According to official sources,
the government has decided to
rename much-publicised
Location Accessible Multi-modal
Initiative (LAccMI). It will now
be known ‘Mukhyamantri Bus
Seva’, informed Transport, Mines
and Steel Minister Bibhuti

Bhusan Jena. 
Several passengers across the

state have been expressing their
resentment over the poor exe-
cution of  the scheme, accord-
ing to a report. 

“Discussion in this regard has
already been held and the serv-
ice will be made available in the
state soon,” said Jena, adding, no
party symbol would be used in
the service. 

“You will not find any party
symbols in all our schemes. All
the schemes will be meant for the
welfare of  people,” he further

said. “Most importantly, buses
will run from every block of  the
state on the occasion of  Lord
Jagannath’s Rath Yatra,” shared
Jena. 

Though the BJD government
initiated LAccMI, aimed at es-
tablishing a seamless public
transport network from pan-
chayats to the state capital, it
completely failed to serve its
purpose, alleged many. 

With many LAccMI buses
worth crores gathering dust and
getting damaged at various places
across the state due to a lack of

proper maintenance, questions
were being raised over the con-
tinuity of  the scheme.

On the other hand, Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
will regularly hear the public
grievances at the designated cell
here from July 1. 

The hearing of  public griev-
ances will begin at 11.00 am in
the CM’s Grievance Cell in Unit-
5 area. Registration for the hear-
ing will be done between 9.00
am and 12 noon on the same day. 

Previously, the CM was meet-
ing people and addressing their
issues at the State Guest House
here for nearly three weeks after
he took oath of  office. 

This apart, the Bhubaneswar
Development Authority will re-
sume hearing grievances from
the same date which will be held
every Monday between 11.00 am
and 1.30 pm. 

In yet another crucial deci-
sion, the government is plan-
ning to change the uniform of
high school students. 

“The previous government
had changed the colour of  the
uniform of  high school students
in the state. We are now holding
consultations in this regard. We
will take a decision on the issue
soon,” the minister said. 

LAccMI turns Mukhyamantri
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 29: Congress
leader Shaktisinh Gohil Saturday
claimed the government was
not allowing a debate on the
NEET paper leak issue in
Parliament as people linked to the
ruling party have ruined the fu-
ture of  lakhs of  students and
“there is so much evidence”.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Congress headquar-
ters here, Gohil, the party’s
Gujarat unit chief, referred to the
investigation going on in Godhra
in connection with the NEET-UG
case and sought to know how
can the government claim that
paper leak has not happened.

“The government does not
want to allow anyone in the Lok
Sabha or Rajya Sabha to discuss
NEET because people linked to
them have ruined the future of
lakhs of  students and there is so
much evidence... So I do not be-
lieve that there is any door left
through which the government
can save its skin,” Gohil said.

He said that during the in-
vestigation in Gujarat, “Only
small fish are being caught. Why

are big crocodiles being re-
leased?”

“Because Jay Jalaram school’s
chairman is standing with Modi
ji,” Gohil alleged, adding the
school’s principal and a teacher
are “main accused one and two”.

“Is it possible for my employees
to commit such fraud in my cen-
tre, in my organization without
my knowledge?” he asked.

NEET-UG ROW

Small fish being caught,
crocs out, says Congress

New date for NEET-PG
in 2 days: Pradhan
New Delhi: The
new schedule for
NEET-PG will be
announced by the
National Board of
Examinations
(NBE) within the
next two days, Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said
Saturday. “The date of National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test, Post
Graduate will be announced by the
NBE in one or two days,” Pradhan
told reporters in Panchkula on the
sidelines of Haryana BJP's extended
state executive meeting. 

Angul boy killed
by crocodile
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, June 29: An
eight-year boy was killed by a
crocodile in Angul district
Saturday, police said.

According to police, the boy
went to the Mahanadi river at
Tikarpada to clean himself  after
using the toilet. As soon as he en-
tered the river, the crocodile at-
tacked him and dragged him
away. Locals and fire brigade
personnel started a search for the
boy. Later, his body was fished out
from another location on the
bank of  Mahanadi.

Expressing grief  over the in-
cident, Chief  Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi announced a `6
lakh compensation for the fam-
ily members of  the deceased,
an official statement said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bridgetown, June 29: On an
emotion-filled day, India ended
their 11-year wait for a global
trophy, overcoming South Africa,
who chocked at the business end
of  the match by seven runs to
emerge champions in the T20
World Cup here.

It was India’s second T20 World
Cup victory after they had won
it in 2007 under the legendary MS
Dhoni in South Africa, and first
since winning the Champions
Trophy in 2013.

Star batter Virat Kohli, who
was an upcoming cricketer 17
years ago, made his first fifty of
this tournament in the final -- a
classy 76 off  59 balls with six
fours and two sixes that carried
India to a competitive 176 for
seven.

Then the Indian bowlers, led
by Arshdeep Singh (2/20) and
Jasprit Bumrah (2/18), worked
their magic as they did through-
out this tournament, limiting
South Africa to 169 for eight to
propel India to their second T20
World Cup.

There were pockets of  fight
from the Proteas, who were play-
ing in their maiden World Cup
final.

Heinrich Klaasen threatened
India with a 52 off  27 balls (2x4,
5x6) but Hardik Pandya (3/20)
snatched the crucial wicket to
bring the game decisively in
favour of  India.

But a large chunk of  the credit
should go to Kohli for anchoring
the innings and pushing India to
a fighting total.

He completed his fifty in 48
balls, but the knock was what pre-
cisely India needed the early
dismissals of  skipper Rohit
Sharma (9), Rishabh Pant (0)
and Suryakumar Yadav (3),
which had reduced India to a
worrying 34 for three.

However, Kohli had an able
partner in Axar Patel (47, 31
balls, 1x4, 6x4) during the fourth
wicket alliance that produced
precious 72 runs to ease the early
nerves.

After the run-out of  Axar, who
took on SA bowlers bravely, an-
other left-hander Shivam Dube
(27 off  16 balls, 3x4 1x6) gave
some late steam to Indian 
innings. MORE P12

INDIA CLINCH T20 WORLD CUP AFTER 17 YEARS ED attaches land,
bank a/cs of  CPI(M)
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi/Kochi, June 29:
The Enforcement Directorate
alleged Saturday that the CPI(M)
in Kerala was holding proceeds
of  money laundering, as it at-
tached a land parcel and bank de-
posits worth `73 lakh of  the po-
litical party in a probe linked
to the Karuvannur Service
Cooperative Bank ‘scam’.

Assets worth `28.65 crore of
various individuals and entities
linked to the case have also been
attached by the federal agency
after a provisional order under
the  Prevention of  Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) was is-
sued.

Official sources said the party
may be named as an accused in
the  next  supplementary
chargesheet to be filed in this
case. If  so, it will be the second
political party to be arraigned as
accused in a money laundering
investigation after the Aam
Aadmi Party. AAP has recently
been named by the ED in the
Delhi excise policy case.

The CPI(M) vehemently de-
nied the charges of  wrongdo-
ing and money laundering.

The attached assets include 18
immovable properties, valued at
`28.65 crore, consisting of  lands and
buildings in Kerala of  the benefi-
ciaries of  the ‘scam’, including an
immovable property worth `10
lakh registered in the name of  a dis-
trict secretary of  the party.

Virat quits T20I
Bridgetown: Virat Kohli, one of
the greatest cricketers to play
the game, quit T20
Internationals  Saturday shortly
after helping his team beat
South Africa in the World Cup
final. “This was my last T20
game playing for India,” player-
of-the-match Kohli said
following India’s seven-run
victory at Kensington Oval.
“Time for the next generation to
take the T20 game forward,”
added the big match player. 

5 JAWANS MEET
WATERY GRAVE
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi/Leh, June 29: Five
soldiers, including a junior com-
missioned officer (JCO), were
killed during an exercise early
Saturday as their tank was swept
away following flash floods in
the Shyok river near the Line
of  Actual Control (LAC) in east-
ern Ladakh, officials said.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said he was deeply sad-
dened by the unfortunate acci-
dent that occurred in the river.

Two T-72 tanks were trying to
cross Shyok around 1 am and one
of  them got stuck in high cur-
rents in the river, the officials
said. The Army deployed rescue
teams but the mission didn't suc-
ceed in view of  the raging waters
in the river.

The deceased personnel are
MRK Reddy,  Subhan Khan,
Bhupendra Negi, E Teibam and
Sadarbonia Nagaraju. “Deeply
saddened at the loss of  lives of
five of  our brave Indian Army sol-
diers in an unfortunate accident
while getting the tank across a
river in Ladakh,” Singh said on X.

WORLD BEATERS: Indian skipper Rohit Sharma lifting the winner’s trophy while his teammates celebrate at Barbados, Saturday  PHOTO ESPN



Mumbai :  Actress  Dee pika
Padukone’s LiveLoveLaugh (LLL)
foundation has announced a new
platform for mental health conver-
sations with the launch of  Lecture
Series Unplugged.

This quarterly event aims to build
awareness and sustain open dis-
cussions about mental health.

Dee pika,  Founder  of
LiveLoveLaugh,
said: “Over the
last decade,
LLL has man-
aged to suc-
cessfully
create
a safe
space
for
cru-

cial mental health conversations.
With Lecture Series Unplugged,
LLL aims to reach a broader
audience by offering relatable sto-
ries that can further strengthen
our impact on individuals, com-
munities, and society at large.”

“By featuring personal stories,
we’d like to foster a sense of  con-
nection and hope and an under-
standing that mental health chal-
lenges are a common part of  the
human experience,” said Shyam
Bhat, psychiatrist and chairper-
son of  LiveLoveLaugh.

Lecture Series Unplugged is co-
hosted by Deepika’s sister Anisha
Padukone,  CEO of
LiveLoveLaugh, and Shyam Bhat,
who provides expert insights.
The episodes will be available

on the foundation’s
website and so-
cial media han-
dles.

IANS

Mumbai: Actress Manisha Koirala,
who was last seen in Sanjay Leela
Bhansali’s Heeramandi, shared
that one should not pursue act-
ing with the sole intention of
becoming wealthy and famous.

Koirala, known for her per-
formances in films such as
Bombay, 1942: A Love Story,
Dil Se, and many more, said,
“Don’t go for the fluff. If  you
really passionately love acting,
cinema, or any technical aspect
of  it, just go for it. Then, what-
ever hurdles you’re facing,
you will sail through them.
You will put in the hard work
and hours, and you will still be
joyful because this is what you
love to do.”

“If  you are going for the fluff,
that means your focus is not on
what you’re doing. You’re always fo-
cused on the glamour and the money.
You’re going in for the wrong reason.
That will become a byproduct of  the
passion and love that you have for
your profession. So, choose wisely,”
she added.

The actor recalled that the film-
maker, who had earlier worked with
her for his directorial
debut, Khamoshi (1996),
approached her to be a
part of  the show at a time
when she was looking for
a project that would de-
mand commitment from
her. “For me, it was re-
ally timely because I’ve
reached a stage where I
feel if  the project really
drives something, then
I’ll be part of  it. I was
happily gardening in
Nepal in my small
garden when this
Heeramandi came,”
she concluded.

AGENCIES

Mumbai: Actress Triptii Dimri, who is gearing up for
the release of  her upcoming film Bad

Newz, received immense love and ap-
preciation from the audience for

her role and performance in
Sandeep Reddy Vanga’s Animal.

The diva soon went out to be-
come a national crush, replac-
ing her co-star Rashmika

Mandanna. At the trailer launch
of  Bad Newz, Triptii was asked for

her opinion on being labelled as
the national crush of  India after
giving an impressive performance

in the film Animal.
The actress expressed her hap-

piness with the appreciation and
love of  the audience. She men-

tioned that, in her experience,
she has been fortunate to re-

ceive a lot of  love from her
audience for the films

she has  done
throughout her

career, both
older and

recent.
She

added
that  people

have liked her work
and have spoken positively

about it.
Triptii added that when she

initially entered the indus-
try, she always wanted peo-
ple to focus on her work
and nothing else. She felt
fortunate that when her
films were released, people
indeed talked about her
work. She believes that
such recognition motivates
actors to improve and con-
tinue working on their
craft, and she considers

herself  very fortunate in
this regard.

Meanwhile, the film also
stars Vicky Kaushal and
Ammy Virk in lead roles.
Bad Newz is scheduled to be
released in cinemas, July
19.

AGENCIES

Mumbai: It’s still uncertain times in the Hindi film industry, as films
are not doing well at the box office. Filmmakers and exhibitors are doing

their best to attract footfalls in theatres, be it by dropping
ticket prices or coming up with exciting food offers. One of

the things that should be looked into by the industry, which
Actress Fatima Sana Shaikh, in an interview, shared on the

gap between a film’s theatrical release and its OTT release.
She expressed her views and said, “Pehle kya hota tha ki...

film release hoti thi, and then it would play in theatres and
go off. Toh hamare mind mein ye set hota tha ki if  the film
goes off  theatres, then woh miss ho jayegi, and so there
was an urge to catch it in theatres. However, now we know
ki agar film theatre se chali gayi toh phir bhi miss
nahi hogi because in two months it will come on OTT.
So, there is no need or compulsion for you to watch movies
in theatres today.”

Talking about the solution, the Ludo actress said,
“I think the industry should come up with a set-
up where once the film releases in theatres, for
an entire year, or at least six months, it won’t
come on OTT or any channel. That is how

you will create a desire for people to go
and watch new releases in theatres. The

pattern has changed in the COVID era,
and we need to change this pattern

again. This is a call that the in-
dustry needs to take. It has to be

a joint effort.”
On the work front,

Fatima was last seen in
Dhak Dhak.

AGENCIES

P2 COURTENEY FINE 
WITH TURNING 60

leisure
Actress Courteney Cox, who turned 60 in June, is
not upset about getting older and doesn’t think
time has changed her one bit. “I’m fine with it. I
love my life, and I love that I’m still working after
all this time,” she told Britain’s HELLO! Magazine.

Actor-rapper Will Smith, after a long hiatus since
his 2017 track Get Lit, has released a new song,
You Can Make It, featuring Fridayy and the Sunday
Service Choir, with a reference to the infamous
2022 Oscar slap incident with Chris Rock.
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AQUARIUS
You will finally make an
effort to get in touch with
old friends. At work, you find
your public relation skills suddenly
enhanced and even your rivals salute you!
Naturally, the happiest is your beloved,
who appreciates all the things you say.
Enjoy it while it lasts, says Ganesha.

PISCES
You are extremely tense and
worried about both your
personal and professional
life. You might run into someone sharing
the same concerns today. This could lead
to some interesting conversation and
some fruitful ideas to solve your prob-
lems, says Ganesha.

SAGITTARIUS
If games and sports are
your choices, you may
emerge a winner today, pre-
dicts Ganesha. You may comes across
few obstacles during the latter part of the
day. However, it does not bother you
much. You re lucky enough to get cooper-
ative colleagues as they may lend you a
helping hand in times of crisis.

LIBRA
It's now or never for you, as
today, you may finally take
out time to do some sound
thinking for your future goals and suc-
cess. Things seem to go your way, and all
your plans are beautifully executed
towards the afternoon. Also, find time in
the evening to be with the ones dear to
you. A movie and dinner sounds like a
good idea to Ganesha. 

SCORPIO
Armed with a good sense
of judgement, you will
make a number of encour-
aging changes in your behaviour today,
foretells Ganesha. Habits die hard, but
all the effort that you put in to refine
your routine will pay off brilliantly by the
end of the day. 

LEO
Shooting off the charts is an
understatement when it
comes to your liveliness
today, says Ganesha. Guess there is just
something about today that puts a spring
in your step and a smile on your face. But
whatever it is, it's good for you. At work,
you shall be able to bring about new and
successful business strategies. 

VIRGO
It is quite probable that
today will be an action-
packed day for you, feels
Ganesha. It is going to be a progressive
day for your business. Later in the day,
you may retreat into your shell, and
refuse company.

GEMINI
It is highly probable that you
will channel your energy
constructively, instead of
worrying about minor issues, predicts
Ganesha. In the evening, you are likely to
go on a shopping spree with your sweet-
heart. Don't fret, the expenditure promis-
es handsome returns.

CANCER
You will decide to expose
certain unreasonable con-
ventions and traditions, and
you will be able to do so successfully, pre-
dicts Ganesha. In the afternoon, you may
incur the displeasure of your bosses. In
the evening, you will be able to draw
pleasure from whatever you do.

ARIES
You are currently high on
life. Today is a good day to
complete all those tasks you
put on the back burner. It's also a great
day to do the things you hate doing (read:
cleaning up your closet). If you were look-
ing to bring in a new business strategy,
Ganesha gives the thumbs up!

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
In all probability, you will
challenge all conventions
and traditions with innova-
tion in a successful manner, predicts
Ganesha. In the afternoon, you may man-
age to step on the toes of your boss, so
beware. The evening promises an
ambiance that will change your weak-
nesses into your strengths.

CAPRICORN
On the priority list, you put
your work ahead of your
family life. As a result, your
life partner may have complains about
you not giving enough attention to
him/her. Today, for once, you'll not let
him/her get disappointed, as you'll plan a
romantic getaway with your sweetheart.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS

CR
O

SS
W

O
RD

SU
D

O
KU

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

WILL SMITH DROPS NEW SONG WITH 
REFERENCE TO SLAPGATE INCIDENT

on being tagged 
‘national crush’

Triptii
Fatima calls for longer 

theatre exclusivity
Manisha’s tips 
for newcomers 

DP launches platform for 
mental health conversations
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BUDDING TALENTS

Children perform during an
event organised by Baba

Akhandalamani Nabaprativa
Sangeeta Sikhya Kendra 

in Puri, Saturday downtown

I t was a very active predator,
one of  the larger ones. Slightly
smaller than cave lions and

bears, but a very active, mobile
predator, and it was also a scav-
enger, say scientists

Yakutsk, Russia, June 28: In
Russia's far northeastern Yakutia
region, local scientists are per-
forming an autopsy on a wolf
frozen in permafrost for around
44,000 years, a find they said was
the first of  its kind.

Found by chance by locals in
Yakutia's Abyyskiy district in
2021, the wolf's body is only now
being properly examined by sci-
entists.

“This is the world's first dis-
covery of  a late Pleistocene pred-
ator,” said Albert Protopopov,
head of  the department for the

study of  mammoth fauna at the
Yakutia Academy of  Sciences.

“Its age is about 44,000 years,
and there have never been such

finds before,” he said.
Sandwiched between the

Arctic Ocean and in Russia's
Arctic far east, Yakutia is a vast
region of  swamps and forests
around the size of  Texas, around
95% of  which is covered in per-
mafrost.

Winter temperatures in the re-
gion have been known to drop
to as low as minus 64 degrees
Celsius (-83.2°F).

“Usually, it's the herbivorous
animals that die, get stuck in
swamps, freeze and reach us
as a whole. This is the first
time when a large carnivore
h a s  b e e n  f o u n d , ”  s a i d
Protopopov.

While it's not unusual to find
millenia-old animal carcasses
buried deep in permafrost,

which is slowly melting due to
climate change, the wolf  is spe-
cial, Protopopov said.

“It was a very active preda-
tor, one of  the larger ones.
Slightly smaller than cave lions
and bears, but a very active,
mobile predator, and it was also
a scavenger,” he added.

For Artyom Nedoluzhko, de-
velopment director of  the pa-
leogenetics laboratory at the
European University of  St
Petersburg, the wolf's remains
offer a rare insight into the
Yakutia of  44,000 years ago.

“The main goal is to under-
stand what this wolf  fed on,
who it was, and how it relates
to those ancient wolves that
inhabited the northeastern part
of  Eurasia,” he said. REUTERS

Scientists conduct autopsy on 44,000-yr-old wolf

Scientists perform an autopsy of an ancient wolf, frozen in permafrost for
more than 44,000 years and found by locals in Yakutia, at the laboratory of the
North-Eastern Federal University in Yakutsk, Russia June 18, 2024. 

MICHIL YAKOVLEV/NORTH-EASTERN FEDERAL UNIVERSITY/HANDOUT VIA REUTERS 

Oram for detailed mapping of
schools for tribal communities

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, June 29: Union
Tribal Affairs Minister Jual
Oram Saturday suggested for a
detailed mapping of  schools
across the state for disadvan-
taged groups and communities.

Oram, who discussed with the
of ficials of  the ST and SC
Development, Minorities and
Backward Classes Welfare de-
partment, said there should be
equitable availability of  educa-
tional institutions for the dis-
advantaged groups and com-
munities.

The Union Minister empha-
sised implementing more pro-
people programmes across the

state by the department.
He asked the officials to focus

on vocational courses to ensure
livelihood opportunities and to
preserve the unique tribal lin-
guistic identity.

He also suggested upgrading
senior secondary schools into
degree colleges with Plus III
courses that would help enable
tribal students avail opportuni-
ties and compete with other stu-
dents in career-oriented exam-
inations.

Asking officials to ensure
coaching facilities for different
job openings, Oram stressed on
inclusion of  more vocational
courses to enable students to
opt for them after Class X or

Plus II. “It would help them grow
independently as earning mem-
bers of  their families,” the Union
Minister said.

“Let Odisha start such a skill-
related initiative as a pilot proj-
ect in India so that we can im-
plement it on a pan-Indian scale,”
he said.

The Union Minister also
asked the department officials
to regularly monitor the exe-
cution of  various infrastruc-
ture development works in the
state.

Regarding the saturation of
amenities for various tribal and
PVTG communities, Oram di-
rected the officials to expedite the
mapping and identify gaps.

While reviewing the work of
the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes Research and
Training Institute and the
Academy of  Tribal Languages
and Culture, the Union Minister
emphasised the preservation,
documentation, and publica-
tion of  multilingual books so
that more people from the orig-
inal tribal communities could
benefit.

Department Commissioner-
cum-Secretary Roopa Roshan
Sahoo and all senior officials
were present at the meeting. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 29: The Union
government has approved a 40 per
cent hardship and risk allowance
for NDRF rescuers, keeping in
mind the tough operations un-
dertaken by them, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah announced,
Saturday.

He said this while welcoming
a 35-member expedition team of
the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
that recently scaled the
21,625-foot-high Mt
Manirang in Himachal
Pradesh. “The govern-
ment has approved a 40
per cent risk and hard-
ship allowance for
NDRF personnel only
yesterday. This has been
a long pending demand...
All the 16,000 personnel
of  the force will benefit
from this,” Shah said
after welcoming the ex-
pedition named ‘Vijay’.

Officials said this al-
lowance would be
granted over and above salaries.
Special forces like the National
Security Guard (NSG) and the
Special Protection Group (SPG)
get a 25 per cent hardship al-
lowance owing to the special
charter of  their duties.

This is the second moun-
taineering expedition undertaken
by the federal contingency force.
The team was flagged off  June 1

from here. Mt Manirang is located
along the border of  Kinnaur and
Spiti districts of  Himachal Pradesh.

Shah said the government has
also decided to make sports a
“culture” for the various Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPFs)
and special organisations like
the NDRF. It has been decided that
at least one team from these
forces will mandatorily partici-
pate in international and na-

tional tournaments,
he added.

“A committee
under the chair-
manship of  the di-
rector of  the
Intelligence Bureau
(IB) has been consti-
tuted and a roadmap
has been prepared.
We will soon present
a new model,” the
minister said.

Shah also under-
lined that forces like
the NDRF should en-
sure that the policy
of  “zero casualty”
during disasters is

followed and no lives are lost dur-
ing calamities. “We have come a
long way... the government under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
been working on the concept of
zero casualties during disasters for
the last 10 years,” he said.

Shah said government has allo-
cated higher funds for capacity
building and training of  NDRF and
state disaster response forces.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 29: A
Vigilance court in Sundargarh
Saturday sentenced a retired
soil conservation overseer of
Lahunipada of  the district to
four years rigorous imprison-
ment (RI) after holding him guilty
of  bribery.

The court also slapped a
penalty of  ̀ 20,000 on Rabi Ratna
Kariali, who was the project
implementing authority, under
Section 13(2) r/w 13(1)(d) of
the PC Act,1988. Failure to pay
the penalty amount would en-
tail an additional year of  RI,
Special Public Prosecutor
(Vigilance) Shyam Sundar
Mishra said.

The Vigilance court also ad-
ditionally sentenced Kariali to
three-year RI for offence under
Section 7 of  the PC Act,1988,
and slapped a penalty of  ̀ 20,000.
“In case of  default, the convict
would undergo additional one
year of  RI. Both the sentences

would run concur rently,”
Mishra pointed out.

According to the prosecu-
tion, Kariali was caught red
handed by the Vigilance sleuths
while receiving `30,000 from a
man for preparing the final bill

for release of  payment towards
different watershed project
works in Lahunipada.

A case was registered by the
Sambalpur Vigilance police
against Kariali under Sections
13(2) r/w 13(1)(d)/7 the PC

Act,1988 for demanding and ac-
cepting bribe. The accused was
charge-sheeted afterwards. 

The Vigilance Directorate
will approach the competent
authority for stoppage of  pen-
sion of  Kariali, the PP said.

Vigilance sleuths arrested a
section of f icer  at

Pattamundai tehsil office in
Kendrapara on charges of
bribery, Saturday.

John William Barala was
rounded up while receiving
`10,000 from the complainant
to expedite issuance of  a certi-
fied copy of  case record relating
to partition of  land.

About the case, Vigilance
sources said the victim ap-
proached the agency with his
grievance and a trap was laid ac-
cordingly.

“Barala was caught receiv-
ing the bribe money at his office
chamber. The entire bribe
money was recovered from his
possession in presence of  wit-

nesses. Wash of  both hands and
pant pocket Barala gave positive
chemical reaction, confirming
acceptance and handling of
bribe money by him,” said an of-
ficial.

Following the trap, simulta-
neous searches were launched
at the residential house of
Barala at Tinikonia Bagicha in
Cuttack and his office room.

A case (15/24) in this regard
has been registered at Cuttack
Vigilance PS under Section 7
of  the Prevention of  Corruption
(Amendment) Act, 2018. 

TEHSIL SECTION OFFICER HELD

NDRF rescuers to get
40 pc risk allowance 

Union Home
Minister Shah
underlines that
forces like the
NDRF should
ensure that the
policy of “zero
casualty” during
disasters is 
followed and no
lives are lost 
during calamities  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 29: As
many as 143 mobile phones, 30
gold chains and a truck were
among the stolen items the twin
city Commissionerate Police re-
turned to their rightful owners
during an event here, Saturday.

Police commissioner Sanjeeb
Panda said, “143 mobile phones,
30 gold chains, a truck, two mo-
torcycles, a scooter and a lap-
top recovered by the organised
crime in property offences
(OPCO) team and officials of  18
police stations during crack-
downs on thieves have been given
back to their rightful owners
following due verification.”

Panda said Saheed Nagar police
topped the chart of  recoveries with
20 items, while Chandrasekharpur
police stood last with only two re-
coveries. “In terms of  vehicles,
Bharatpur police recovered a truck
and two-motorcycles, while
Kharavel Nagar police managed
recovering a scooter,” Panda said. 

Police return truck, 
gold chains to people

IN LORD’S SERVICE: A Chitrakar servitor gives finishing touches to a figurine on one of the chariots at Rath Yard in Puri, Saturday PIC: SJTA

TAKING STOCK: Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw reviews arrangements for convenience and benefit of pilgrims
and devotees at Puri railway station ahead of the Rath Yatra, Saturday. Senior ECoR officials and Puri MP Sambit Patra
are also seen OP PHOTO

CM urges Jaishankar for
UAE consulate in state
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, June 29: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
Saturday urged External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar for a UAE
consulate in the state.

Majhi raised the demand
while meeting Jaishankar
at his residence in New
Delhi. The meeting was also
attended by Deputy CMs
Kanak Vardhan Singh Deo
and Pravati Parida, ac-
cording to a statement is-
sued by the Chief  Minister’s
Office (CMO).

Since many people from
Odisha are working in Dubai, a
UAE consulate will be very help-
ful, Majhi said.

He also drew the attention of
Jaishankar to the eight people
from Odisha stranded in Dubai
and sought his support for their
safe return.

Jaishankar promised the CM
that he would take urgent steps
in this regard, the statement
said.

Majhi also discussed meas-
ures to attract foreign tourists to

the state, including the
setting up of  an interna-
tional tourism centre.

Later, the CM met Union
Health Minister JP Nadda,
whom he urged for setting
up medical colleges in
those districts of  the state
that don’t have one.

Expansion of  AIIMS-
Bhubaneswar and the pro-

posal to set up another AIIMS in
Sambalpur were also discussed,
the statement said.

“The meeting also discussed
the early implementation of  the
Ayushman Bharat Yojana in
Odisha. It will be beneficial for
the poor and elderly people of  the
state,” Majhi said.

MAJHI: MAXIMISE TECH
USE FOR RELIABLE STATS
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 29: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
has called for maximising the use
of  technology for reliable sta-
tistics for the welfare of  people.

The CM said this in
a video message to of-
ficers and staff  of  the
Directorate of
Economics and
Statistics (DE&S), Planning and
Convergence department during
the celebrations of  the 18th National
Statistics Day at the Convention

Centre of  Lok Seva Bhawan here. 
The CM also announced the

launching of  the World Bank as-
sisted programme OSCRGPP on
the occasion. The day is cele-
brated to commemorate the birth-
day of  eminent statistician Prof.

PC Mohalanobis.
The theme of  the

cur rent year 's
Statistics Day is
‘Use of  Data for

Decision Making’. Anu Garg,
Development Commissioner-cum-
Additional Chief  Secretary, graced
the occasion as the chief  guest. 

18th National
Statistics Day

SINCE MANY
PEOPLE FROM
ODISHA ARE
WORKING IN
DUBAI, A UAE
CONSULATE

WILL BE VERY
HELPFUL,

MAJHI SAID

Retired govt official gets 4-yr RI over graft
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Free accommodation for
Senior Citizen &
mentally ill person with
all facilities. Contact-
9337160036, 7325991853.

ACCOMMODATION

Setting aside an additional
1.2 per cent of  the world’s
land as nature preserves

would prevent the majority of
predicted plant and animal ex-
tinctions and cost about $263 bil-
lion, according to a study pub-
lished on Tuesday.

The world is racing to meet a
goal to protect 30 per cent of  the
world by 2030 to protect wildlife
that is being decimated by climate
change, pollution and habitat
destruction.

Global policymakers will meet
at a United Nations summit in
Colombia in October to discuss
plans for reaching that goal.

The study in the journal
Frontiers in Science aimed to
identify the highest value areas
in hope that they be included in

those protection plans, said
Carlos Peres, a study co-author
and conservation ecology ex-
pert at the University of  East
Anglia in the United Kingdom.

“Most countries do not actu-
ally have a strategy,” Peres said.

“The 30-by-30 targets still lack
a lot of  details because it does-
n't actually say what 30 percent
should be protected.”

The study’s proposed protec-
tions would cover an additional
1.6 million square km (633,000
square miles) - an area about a
fifth the size of  the United States
- across 16,825 sites globally that
are home to rare and threatened
species.

That’s on top of  the nearly
16 per cent of  the world that
already have some level of

protection.
The study estimated the $263

billion bill is how much it would

cost to acquire the new areas,
many of  which include private
property, at current value over

the next five years.
“Time is not on our side be-

cause it will become increas-
ingly more expensive and more
difficult to set aside additional
protected areas,” Peres said.

Land acquisition makes up
most of  the cost of  creating pro-
tected areas, and the study did
not consider the upkeep costs
for policing the reserves.

About three-quarters of  the
sites are tropical forests, as those
are the world's most biodiverse
ecosystems. The Phillipines,
Brazil and Indonesia are home
to more than half  of  the high-
value sites.

Russia is the single country
with the most high-valued area
ripe for conservation with 138,436
square km identified in the study,

an area the size of  Greece.
Several African countries also

topped the list with Madagascar
having the fourth-highest num-
ber of  sites overall while the
Democratic Republic of  Congo
had the largest area targeted for
conservation on the continent.

The United States is the only
developed nation among the top
30 countries in the analysis, with
0.6 per cent of  the sites or an
area twice the size of  Delaware.

The researchers only consid-
ered land and freshwater ecosys-
tems but not oceans or marine
protected areas. Researchers did
not include invertebrates in the
study, as the geographical dis-
tributions insects and other such
animals are not well mapped.

REUTERS

Protecting 1.2% of Earth would prevent most extinctions

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, June 29: Science
and Technolo g y Minister
Kr ushna Chandra Patra
Saturday congratulated the win-
ners of  Tata Steel’s Young
Astronomer Talent Search
(YATS) 2023 who are on their
way to the Space Applications
Centre (SAC) of  the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
in Ahmedabad.

Twenty students were selected
from over 300 schools across 30
districts to visit SAC and the
Science City in Ahmedabad.

Speaking at a programme or-
ganised by Tata Steel, in col-
laboration with Pathani Samanta
Planetarium here, Patra said,
“India is excelling in space sci-
ence and research globally. I am
confident these children will
contribute significantly to this
field. Congratulations to all the
winners, and best wishes for
their visit to ISRO where they will
gain valuable insights.”

Science and Technology de-
partment Principal Secretary

Chithra Arumugam also con-
gratulated the students selected
from among 80,000 participants
to explore the space application
centre of  ISRO in Ahmedabad.

“YATS has been a pioneering
initiative encouraging students
to expand their scientific cu-
riosity beyond conventional ac-
ademic boundaries. We are
thrilled to provide these young
achievers the opportunity to ex-
plore ISRO’s facilities and nur-
ture their astronomical dreams,”
said Debashis Jena, chief  resi-
dent executive of  Tata Steel,
Bhubaneswar.

The selected students will tour
SAC labs, interact with its di-
rector, and engage with leading
space scientists. They will also
visit Science City to delve deeper
into astronomy and space 
science.

Over its 17-year history, YATS
has inspired over 3,50,000 young
science enthusiasts in the state,
with 200 students, including this
year’s cohort, having the privi-
le g e  of  visi t ing  various  
ISRO facilities.

Min Patra applauds 
budding astronomers

The selected students will tour SAC labs, interact
with its director, and engage with leading space 

scientists. They will also visit Science City to delve
deeper into astronomy and space science

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 29: A rep-
resentation of  faculty members
from Central University of
Odisha (CUO), Koraput partic-
ipated in Eastern and North
Eastern India Vice Chancellors’
Conference, held recently at
Guwahati, Assam. 

The conference was organ-
ised by University Grants
Comm ission  (UG C)  and

Pragjyotishpur University,
Assam. Nagaland University
coordinated the conference. 

The team interacted with UGC
chairman M Jagadesh Kumar on
implementation of  the National
Education Policy (NEP). 

Sourav Gupta from depart-
ment of  Journalism and Mass
Com m unicat ion,  Nupur
Pattanaik from department of
Sociology and Gagana Bihari
Suar  from de par tment  o f

Education represented CUO at
the event. CUO VC Chakradhar
Tripathi mentored the team and
CUO NEP coordinator Bharat
Panda coordinated the visit.

The CUO team prepared a set
of  recommendations and strate-
gies for implementation under
NEP, such as interdisciplinary
and holistic education, digital
empowerment, online educa-
tion, skill development and em-
ployability. This was presented
before the chairman in a brain-
storming session. 

The team participated in an
interactive session with the
chairman and described the ef-
forts undertaken by the uni-
versity towards implementa-
t ion  o f  NEP,  including
publication of  primers in Kui
and Desia languages, film mak-
ing courses, Hindi and Japanese
short term courses, Gopabandhu
Studies, MOOCs and Digital
Library courses. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 29: Heavy
to very heavy rain is likely to lash
several parts of  Odisha, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said Saturday.

The state may continue to ex-
perience heavy downpour till
Monday under the influence of
the low-pressure area over the
Bay of  Bengal (BoB).

The Meteorological Centre in
Bhubaneswar has issued yellow
warning of  heavy rain in at least
nine districts of  the state during
the next 24 hours.

The Met office has advised
the people to keep a watch on the
weather and accordingly move
to safer places to protect them-
selves from lightning strike.

In its evening bulletin, the
IMD forecast that heavy rain-
fall is very likely at one or two

places  in  the  districts  of
Jharsuguda, Sundargarh,
Sambalpur, Deogarh, Bargarh,
Angul, Dhenkanal, Balasore,
Bhadrak, Kendrapara and
Jagatsinghpur by 8:30am Sunday.

It also said heavy to very heavy
rainfall is very likely to occur at
one or two places in Mayurbhanj
and Keonjhar districts during
the period.

The IMD has war ned of
squally weather with gusty sur-
face wind speed reaching 40 to
50kmph over northwest BoB off
Odisha coast  ti l l  Monday.
Fishermen have been advised
not to venture into sea off  Odisha
coast  and nor thwest  BoB 
during this period.

While there are no further
weather warnings, light to mod-
erate rain may occur at several
places in the state till July 4, 
it added.

RAISING VOICE: Members of Students Federation of India stage protest demanding scrapping of National Testing Agency over alleged irregularities in 
NEET-UG examination in front of Raj Bhavan in Bhubaneswar, Saturday PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

CUO faculties participate 
in NEP conf at Guwahati

Heavy rain likely over 9 dists

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 29: DRIEMS
University students won the na-
tional championship by winning
the first prize in Hackathon com-
petition organised recently by
the DPurpose Foundation at
Anna University, Chennai.

The first-year students of  uni-
versity’s ENTC department of
the School of  Engineering and
Technolo g y included
Chittaranjan Behera (team
leader) ,  Sa g arika Swain,
Rashmiranjan Sahu, and Sajan
Kumar. They were guided by de-
partment’s Bajra Panja Mishra
and Shubhranshu Kumar Singh.  

The team received `1 lakh
cheque and certificates as prize.

A total of  8,500 contestants
from country’s major technical
educational institutions took
part in the competition where
100 contestants were selected for
the final round.

While three teams from
DRIEMS University participated
in the competition, one team
bagged the first place. The re-
maining two teams also per-
formed well receiving praised
from the jury. University’s
founder chairman Pramod
Chandra Rath, VC  Prakash
Kumar Hota and Director
Administration Balaram Kar
hailed the students for their out-
standing performance. 

Senior director Pradeepta
Chandra Rath, Pro Chairman
Durga Prasad Rath, Director
Chinmayee  Rath,  Dean
NayanRanjan Samal and HoD,
ENTC Jibanananda Mehena also
congratulated the team.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar,  June 29:
SAIoneers from Playgroup to
Class III weaved heartfelt mem-
ories by participating in the
Mother’s Day celebration held at
the Indraprastha Auditorium
here, Saturday. 

The event, following the theme
“Mata  sarva sukha pradam,”
saw an overwhelming partici-
pation of  students and their
mothers, embracing the spirit
of  gratitude and appreciation.
The celebration began with a
warm welcome and a series of
heartwarming presentations.
Students expressed their love
for their mothers through poem
recitations, song dedications,
and lively dance performances,
filling the auditorium with emo-
tions and joy.

The highlight of  the event was
the engaging activity ‘Mom’s
Fabric Revival,’ where mothers
and children collaborated to de-
sign dresses by upcycling old
garments. This creative en-

deavour not only fostered a sense
of  community but also promoted
sustainable fashion practices,
aligning with SDG 12 (Responsible
Consumption and Production)
and SDG 13 (Climate Action). 

The sight of  mothers and chil-
dren working together, sharing
laughs, and creating beautiful de-
signs was truly heartwarming.
The retro attire added a glam-
orous touch to the celebration,
enhancing the  overal l  
festive spirit.

SAI International chairper-
son Silpi Sahoo said, “Mother’s
Day at SAI Angan is a heartfelt
tribute to the love and sacrifices
of  mothers, fostering a spirit of
gratitude and strengthening our
Parental Connect initiatives to
ensure a nurturing environment
for every SAIoneer.” 

“Mother’s Day is more than
just a celebration; it is an op-
portunity to instill gratitude,
empathy, and thoughtfulness in
the students,” she said. 

DRIEMS varsity nat’l
hackathon champion

SAI celebrates Mother’s Day 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 29: A
Capacity building programme for
community leaders on social
welfare schemes, rights and so-
cial protection was held at Red
Cross Bhawan here, Saturday.

The programme was organ-
ised  under  the  banner  of
ActionAid Association in col-
laboration with Centre for Child
and Women Development
(CCWD). Trade Union leader
Mahendra Kumar Parida at-
tended as the resource person and
focused on rights of  workers in
informal sectors, availing the
beneficiary of  the schemes. 

Capacity building for
community leaders 

The programme was
organised under the 
banner of ActionAid

Association in 
collaboration with

Centre for Child and
Women Development

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, June 29: The 589th
Coronation day of  the Gajapati
Kapilendra Dev was observed
by various cultural groups here
at a temple, Saturday. 

The event was organised,
jointly by Rediscover Lost
Heritage, ‘Aitihya Ra Ante’, Silver
City Cuttack Public Charitable
Trust and Indian National Trust
for Art and Cultural Heritage
(INTACH), Bhubaneswar Chapter. 

Speaking on the occasion, her-
itage researcher and RLH
founder Deepak Kumar Nayak
said  ‘Birashree  Gajapati
Gaudeswara Navakoti Karnata
Kalabargeswara Kapilendra Dev
Rautaray’ was undoubtedly the
greatest Odia emperor after
‘Mahame ghabahana Aira
Kharavela’.

“Kapilendra Dev had a pow-
erful army of  elephants, horses
and men. Fighting numerous
wars, Kapilendra Dev’s empire
eventually included many parts
in Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh,  Telang ana and
Karnataka,” he said.

Retired administrator and sen-
ior member of  INTACH Sanjib
Chandra Hota attended said,
“Odisha history text books need
a revamp in showcasing Odia
pride. History curriculum should
give more focus on highlighting
the success and contributions
of  Gajapati kings like Narasingha
Dev, Kapilendra Dev, Mukunda
Dev and Ramachandra Dev.”

Kapilendra Dev’s
589th coronation
day observed

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 29: The
Bhubaneswar Development
Authority (BDA) will resume
grievance hearing from July 1.
The grievance hearing exercise
will be carried out every Monday
between 11am and 1:30pm. Public
can file their complaints and

griev-
ances dur-
ing  the
hearing.

Due to
model
code  of
conduct

imposed by  the  Election
Commission of  India  for
Assembly and Lok Sabha elec-
tions in the state, the grievance
hearing had been halted. 

BDA grievance hearing
to resume from July 1
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, June 29: A makeshift
bamboo bridge on the Baitarani
river at Katulikana village under
Karanjia panchayat of  Champua
block in this district has been serv-
ing as a link between Keonjhar
and Mayurbhanj districts.

The bridge connects Katulikana
village in Keonjhar side with
Budamara Kesari panchayat of
Mayurbhanj district. In the ab-
sence of  a permanent bridge on the
river, people risk their lives and per-
ilously travel on the fair weather
bridge to reach their destinations.
The temporary bridge needs to be
constructed every year because it
gets washed away in flood water
during the rainy season.

A tourist spot called ‘Kesarikund’
is situated here where lakhs of
devotees take holy dip in Baitarani
river every year during Makar

Sankranti. Locals believe that in the
Mahabharat era, Bhima came here
and took bath, thereby giving the
place its name.   

“If  a bridge is constructed here,
it will be very convenient to go to
Mayurbhanj district area,” a local
villager said adding, “Most peo-
ple on this side have relatives who
stay on the other side of  the river.

People on both the sides, though di-
vided by the river, share a cultural
tie.”

Riparian villagers on both sides
unite  and celebrate  Makar
Sankranti festival with great en-
thusiasm. “If  the government con-
structs a bridge, people of  both
sides would benefit,” said Supriya
Munda, sarpanch of  Karanjia pan-
chayat of  Champua block. Jhunu
Naik, sarpanch of  Kesari pan-
chayat of  Mayurbhanj demanded
a permanent bridge here for the con-
venience of  the people of  both dis-
tricts.

Sources said people of  more than
four panchayats of  Champua block
-- Karanjia, Chandrasekharpur,
Badanai and Sarei -- use this bridge
regularly as it is the shortest route
that connects both districts. Taking
a detour to travel to the other side
is time consuming. 

By taking the detour, people have
to cover around 20 to 22 km to reach
the other side. Using the bridge
reduces the distance to only half  a
kilometre. However, the narrow
and wooden bridge has its own ob-
vious limitations. The bridge is
used only by two-wheelers and
pedestrians. A small fee is charged
for the maintenance of  the bridge.

Farmers use this route to reach
the market across the river to sell
their products. The cultural har-
mony and traditional customs of
Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar dis-
tricts are displayed through the
familial relationships between res-
idents of  both the districts. The
‘bridge of  relation’ is the villagers’
sole medium for cultural exchange
through public as well as family
functions. 

Wooden bridge on Baitarani
unites people of two districts
RESIDENTS OF MORE
THAN FOUR PANCHAYATS
OF CHAMPUA 
BLOCK -- KARANJIA,
CHANDRASEKHARPUR,
BADANAI AND 
SAREI -- USE THIS
BRIDGE REGULARLY AS IT
IS THE SHORTEST ROUTE
THAT CONNECTS
KEONJHAR AND
MAYURBHANJ 
DISTRICTS

PNN & AGENCIES

Kendr apar a ,  June  29 :
Kendrapara Ad-hoc Additional
Sessions Judge (Fast Track
Special Court)  Tribikram
Keshari Chinhara has sentenced
a rape convict to 20 years of
Rigorous Imprisonment (RI) for
raping a minor girl and slapped
a fine of  `52,000 on him.

According to the prosecu-
tion, accused Chandan Mallik
forcibly took the minor girl to
his house under Aul police
limits September 15, 2020 and
raped her.

Special Public Prosecutor of
Special Judge, (POCSO) Court of
Kendrapara Manoj Kumar Sahoo
said the minor girl had gone
near a tube well located near
the house to draw water with
her mother when Chandan took
the minor girl forcibly to his
house and raped her.

The victim minor managed
to flee from the spot and nar-
rated the ordeal before her grand-
mother and mother who lodged
an FIR at Aul police station
September 16, 2020 against
Chandan and seven others.

Aul police registered a case

under Sections 376 AB, 341, 323,
294, 506, 34 of  IPC and Section 4
of  the POCSO Act and later ar-
rested the accused.

While adjudicating the case
the judge convicted Chandan
June 27 and sentenced him to
20 years of  RI along with a fine
of  `52,000.

The judge further ordered that
the convict would undergo one
more year jail term if  he failed
to provide the fine amount.

Seven others who were ar-
rested along with Chandan in
the case were acquitted by the
court due to lack of  evidence, the
Special Public Prosecutor said.

The judge directed that the
fine amount when realised shall
be paid in full to the victim as
compensation.

The court also recommended
that the government provide a
compensation of  `5 lakh to the
victim for her proper rehabili-
tation.

The secretary of  District
Legal Services Authority
(DLSA), Kendrapara was di-
rected to take steps for sanc-
tioning the compensation
amount to the victim, the
Special Public Prosecutor said.

Man awarded 20-year
RI for raping minor girl

NOBLE INITIATIVE: Girls students take free books being distributed at a book fair titled ‘Sambalpuri Bahi Haat’ held on Gangadhar Meher University 
premises and organised jointly by Kalam Parivar and Ghanti Sahitya Ghar of Chiplima in Sambalpur  OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Daringbadi, June 29: The cof-
fee garden, a major tourist at-
traction of  Daringbadi in
Kandhamal district which has
helped place the hill station in
the tourist map of  the country,
is on the wane as severe ir-
regularities plague the plan-
tation amid lack of  proper up-
keep and development. 

Hundreds of  tourists visit
Daringbadi daily to enjoy the
scenic locales including the
coffee garden. It produces cof-
fee seeds as well as black pep-
per, one of  the widely used
spices in the country. 

However, the plantation is

fast losing its sheen due to
lack of  proper maintenance.
The authorities have failed to
keep a proper account of  hun-
dreds of  quintals of  coffee
seeds cultivated in the garden.
Much of  the produce gets de-

stroyed after falling on the
ground in the absence of  timely
collection. The rest is smuggled
outside for a premium. The
wasteful management has
made the middlemen richer
due to smuggling. 

Negligence and apathetic at-
titude of  the Soil Conservation
department, which is entrusted
with the garden’s management,
have cost the coffee garden a lot
depriving the state govern-
ment of  precious revenue.

State -owned T ribal
Development Cooperative
Corporation of  Odisha Ltd
(TDCCOL) collected around 18
tonne of  coffee seeds for the first
time in 2022-23 FY which
amounted to roughly around
`63 lakh. 

However, it stopped collect-
ing coffee seeds from the next
year. Hundreds of  quintals of
coffee seeds got destroyed after
falling on the ground. 

Meanwhile, theft has become
a frequent occurrence in the cof-
fee garden after the barbed
fence itself  was stolen leaving
the garden in a vulnerable con-
dition.

While the coffee garden was
spread over 70 hectare of  land
earlier, it has shrunk to only
48 hectare due to theft and
destruction of  coffee plants by
miscreants in frequent in-
tervals. 

District Collector Ashish
Ishwar Patil planted coffee

saplings on an additional five
hectare land to steer up the
cultivation. However, the fresh
plantation was destroyed within
a year as its barbed fence was
stolen due to lack of  proper
upkeep. Though the state gov-
ernment earns revenue from
sale of  coffee seeds and tickets
to visitors, it is not doing
enough towards the garden’s
protection as no one is sincere
towards its development. 

Contacted, APD Ramakant
Parida of  Soil Conservation
department, who was recently
on a visit to the coffee garden,
said the TDCCOL has been
tasked with collection of  cof-
fee seeds under a contract. 

When further asked how
Daringbadi coffee is available
in the market despite TDCCOL
not selling it, he said it is not
Daringbadi coffee but coffee
produced elsewhere being mar-
keted by miscreants with the
brand name. 

A roadside vendor selling
coffee in front of  the garden
said he and other vendors pur-
chase coffee seeds from the de-
partment at `600 per kg and
sell it to interested customers
at `1,000 per kg. 

Daringbadi’s famed coffee garden on the wane
While the coffee 

garden was spread
over 70 hectare of land
earlier, it has shrunk to
only 48 hectare due to

theft and 
destruction of coffee

plants by miscreants in 
frequent intervals

Wear helmets or lose pay,
Mohana BEO tells teachers
POST NEWS NETWORK

Shergarh, June 29: Primary
school teachers were caught off
guard after the Block Education
Officer (BEO) of  Mohana block
in Gajapati district warned of
stopping one month’s salary if
they are caught riding their
scooters and bikes to schools
sans helmets.

The BEO in a letter 1208, dated
June 27, 2024 directed all the
primary school teachers to com-
pulsorily wear helmets while

riding their two-wheelers to
school adding that it will en-
sure their safety and set a good
example for students.

Teachers risk their lives daily
by riding bikes and scooters
without helmets despite facing
frequent accidents. This alarm-
ing trend has prompted the
BEO to take strict measures to
ensure their safety.

It is learnt that as many as
900 teachers are posted at dif-
ferent schools under the Mohana
BEO in Gajapati district. 

Life imprisonment for killing wife
Baripada: A court in Mayurbhanj district Saturday sentenced a man to life imprisonment for
killing his wife. Mayurbhanj District Additional Sessions Judge Satyanarayan Patra pronounced
the verdict and also imposed a fine of Rs 50,000 on the convict SK Samrat (25). The judgement
was pronounced after examining the statement of 22 witnesses and a medical report,
Additional Public Prosecutor Krushna Chandra Das said. During a quarrel, Samrat killed his
wife Chumki Khatun (20) by strangulation at Kendukhal village June 4, 2021. Following the inci-
dent, police registered a case under section 302 IPC and arrested the accused.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Balasore, June 29: With grad-
ual improvement in law and
order situation, Balasore dis-
trict administration has relaxed
night curfew timings in the north
Odisha town by another hour, an
official order said Saturday.

Curfew was imposed in the
town following a group clash
June 17. Instead of  9pm to 5am,
night curfew will now come into
effect from 10pm in areas under
the jurisdiction of  the Town and
Sahadevkhunta police stations,
according to the order.

So far, 91 people have been ar-
rested in connection with the
clash, and 24 police cases have
been registered, a senior police
officer said.

The communal violence flared
up June 17 after some people
spotted blood-stained water in a
drain and staged a road blockade.
The situation escalated when
the two groups resorted to in-
tense stone-pelting, leaving 10
injured. Some police personnel
also suffered injuries while con-
trolling the mob.

BALASORE UNREST

NIGHT CURFEW
RELAXED FOR
ANOTHER HOUR 
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power post P6

On 28 June, India’s foreign ministry put out a strong statement against
a report from the United States State Department on religious
freedom in India. Our statement said that “as in the past, the re-

port is deeply biased, lacks understanding of  India’s social fabric and
is visibly driven by vote bank considerations and a prescriptive outlook.
We therefore reject it.” Our statement further went on to attack the pri-
mary report on which the US State Department was basing its obser-
vations. We said that this primary report was “a mix of  imputations,
misrepresentations, selective usage of  facts, reliance on biased sources
and a one-sided projection of  issues.”

There are a couple of  hundred words added to this which talk about
our laws and our sovereignty, but sadly do not address the specific ac-
cusations that the US State Department has made. What were these?

The US foreign minister (Secretary of  State Blinken) said these two
things: “In India, for example, Christian communities reported that local
police aided mobs that disrupted worship services over accusations of
conversion activities or stood by while mobs attacked them and then
arrested the victims on conversion charges.” He added: “In India we
see a concerning increase in anti-conversion laws, hate speech, dem-
olitions of  homes and places of  worship for
members of  minority faith communities.”

This is a fact. We cannot both be proud
of  the BJP’s bulldozer culture and disown
it. It would have been appropriate for us to
have addressed these things specifically
but we chose not to. Instead we ended our
statement with the words that “in 2023,
India has officially taken up numerous
cases in the US of  hate crimes, racial attacks
on Indian nationals and other minorities,
vandalisation and targeting of  places of
worship, violence and mistreatment by
law enforcement authorities.” We will come
to this later but first let us understand
what this US report is that has upset India.

It is an annual report put out by the
United States Commission on International
Religious Freedom (USCIRF). It claims to
be an independent and bipartisan (mean-
ing comprising both Democrat and Republic
members) federal (meaning Central) US

government entity. For the last five years,
every year, it has been recommending
sanctions against Indian leaders and in-
stitutions. Each year the US federal gov-
ernment, first under Trump and then
under Biden, has been avoiding imposing
sanctions. If  readers remember the US
visa ban on Modi 20 years ago, it was because he was put on the US-
CIRF sanctions list and the then president (Bush) had enforced the sanc-
tions against Modi for the Gujarat pogrom.

Their 2020 report says “India took a sharp downward turn in 2019.
The national government used its strengthened parliamentary majority
to institute national-level policies violating religious freedom across
India, especially for Muslims.”

Our foreign minister Jaishankar’s response was to say that US-
CIRF was “biased and its tendentious comments against India are not
new.” Last year, after India for the fourth year running made it to the
list of  nations persecuting minorities, our foreign ministry said the
report was “biased and inaccurate” and reflected a “severe lack of  un-
derstanding” of  India and its

“constitutional framework, its plurality and its democratic ethos.”
This is inaccurate. I have engaged with the USCIRF and find them

to be extremely knowledgeable about India.
See this note by one of  the USCIRF commissioners, Johnnie Moore,

in the 2021 report. He writes: “I love India. I have floated early in the
morning down the Ganges in Varanasi, walked every alley in Old
Delhi, stood in awe of  the architecture in Agra, sipped tea next to the
Dalai Lama’s temple in Dharamsala, circled the shrine in Ajmer, and
looked in awe at the Golden Temple. All along the way, I have met Christian
brothers and sisters who serve the poor selflessly, often in difficult cir-
cumstances. Of  all the countries in the world, India should not be a
country of  particular concern. It is the world’s largest democracy
and it is governed by a pristine constitution. It is diversity personi-
fied and its religious life has been its greatest historic blessing. Yet,
India does seem to be at a crossroads. Its democracy—still young and
freewheeling—is creating through the ballot box difficult challenges
for itself. The answer, of  course, is for India’s institutions to draw upon
their rich history to protect their values. India must always resist al-
lowing political and intercommunal conflict to exacerbated by religious
tensions. India’s government and people have everything to gain and
absolutely nothing to lose from preserving social harmony and pro-
tecting the rights of  everyone. India can. India must.”

These are the people whose views we are dismissing and calling bi-
ased. Even if  we are to assume that the USCIRF is biased as Jaishankar
and the foreign ministry claim, this is not relevant. What they say is
relevant. Is it true that Indian minorities are being persecuted by law
and policy under the BJP? The answer is obvious to anyone who opens
a newspaper and switches on their television set.

Our response threatening to take up violations in the US against their
minorities is welcome. As a democracy which says it respects human
rights, it is our obligation to point out flaws in other nations, especially
in our friends. However, this should be a deep exercise, such as the one
the USCIRF conducts, and not as a throwaway statement in angry re-
sponse to well-founded and accurate accusations against us.

T he provisional estimates of
the  annual  GDP for
FY2023–24 reveal the

healthy growth performance of
the economy. Real GDP has been
estimated to grow by 8.2% in
2023–24 as compared to 7% in
the previous fiscal. Real GVA
has grown by 7.2% in 2023-24
over 6.7% in 2022-23. This is
higher than the prediction made
by various agencies. 

However, it is not an occasion
for celebration as GDP is just an
indicator of  economic activities
and not well being of  society. The
GDP obscures grim realities of  so-
cieties and sufferings of  masses.
Out of  140 crore people if  40 crore
consume more, spend more, GDP
can grow, but this will not reflect
the sufferings of  the other 100
crore of  people. The benefits of
growth are reaped by the few
rich. We witness jobless growth
and rampant inequality.

However, there have been con-
tentions that India’s GDP is al-
ways overestimated and not cor-
roborated by ground realities
including various indices such
as human development, hunger,
happiness, etc. India’s GDP cal-
culation methodology itself  is
flawed, though the government
claims to have followed an in-
ternational practice.

GDP is measured through pro-
duction/output, expenditure and
income methods. The expendi-
ture approach measures the total
amount of  spending on goods
and services that are produced
within the domestic borders of
the nation. GDP is the sum of
private consumption, gross in-
vestment in economy, govern-
ment investment, government
spending and net foreign trade
(the difference between exports
and imports). 

The income approach meas-
ures the total income that is
earned by all households in a
nation. It measures GDP from the
side of  payments made to pri-
mary factors of  production in
form of  rent, wages, interest
and profit for their productive
services in an accounting year. 

In all the three methods, GDP
figures should be the same.
Professor Ashoka Mody of
Princeton School of  Public and
International Affairs has pointed
out that India’s GDP calculated
though expenditure method is
found less than what is calcu-
lated through product method.
Under the production/output
approach, officials compute the
value added by the three major
sectors - agriculture, industry
and services. The sum of  value

addition is called GVA. Further,
they add product taxes and sub-
tract product subsidies from
GVA, to get GDP. Product taxes
include GST (after 2017), excise
duties, VAT, and import and ex-
port duties. Product subsidies
include subsidies on food, pe-
troleum and fertilizers. Thus,
the difference between GDP and
GVA is based on the growth rates
in taxes and subsidies.

But the sharp divergence of
1% between real GDP and real
GVA growth in 2023-24 as against
0.3% in 2022-23 is a matter of
serious concern. Due to the
higher amount of  indirect taxes
like GST, excise on petroleum
products and reduction of  sub-
sidies, GDP is found to be higher
than GVA. Both increase of  in-
direct taxes and reduction of
subsidies are regressive and ad-
versely affect the poor more.
This means when the poor suf-
fer, the GDP grows. 

The nominal GDP gives the
market value of  all final goods
and services currently produced
within a country during a given
time period. The real GDP adjusts
the nominal GDP for changes
in prices (inflation) measured
through implicit price deflator.
The price deflator, also known as
GDP deflator, addresses this by

showing the effect of  price
changes on GDP. It is a price
index that shows how, on aver-
age, prices for all goods and serv-
ices produced in an economy
change over time. 

Arvind Subramanian, former
chief  economic advisor, says the
wholesale price index (WPI) is not
the appropriate price deflator.
We should be using the Producer
Price Index, which is what the
producers are getting. Because,
the data that we are getting is
coming from the production
units. Hence, it is not possible to
know how much are the pro-
ducers getting for the act of  pro-
duction. The WPI is systemati-
cally underestimating inflation.
Further, on many occasions, the
WPI has been in the negative
territory, resulting in overesti-
mation of  GDP. 

When a country’s progress is
evaluated in terms of  GDP, the
qualitative aspects of  life de-
cline with education, social re-
lations, social progress and sci-
entific inventions getting
spanked. The government should
rethink its measurement of  de-
velopment through GDP.

The writer is an 
Odisha-based economist 

and columnist.

ASSANGE IS FREE, BUT ARE WE?
I

fought for years with and for
Julian Assange. But upon
hearing that he has regained
his  freedom,  my f irst

thought was that he is return-
ing to a world that looks – and
is – much worse than the one he
left behind. Pandemics, wars,
and widespread ecological break-
down force us to ask the big
question: In what sense are we
who breathe the fresh air outside
prisons still free?

Even our fictional accounts
are getting worse. The new chil-
dren’s movie Inside Out 2 follows
a 13-year-old Riley at the start of
puberty. Her personified emo-
tions – Joy, Sadness, Fear, Anger,
Disgust – have created a new
section in her mind called the
“Sense of  Self.” Then, four new
emotions – Anxiety, Envy,
Embarrassment, Ennui – ar-
rive, and conflict ensues. Joy
thinks Riley should focus on
having fun at camp, while
Anxiety wants Riley to win a
spot on the team and make new
friends. In the end, the first and
second generations of  emotions
learn to work together to protect
Riley’s ever-changing Sense of
Self, leaving viewers with an
utterly fraudulent depiction of
the human psyche.

In the real world, these in-
ternal psychic tensions often
escalate to the point of  mad-
ness. A much better movie would
have portrayed the emotions of
a Palestinian boy in the ruins of
Gaza, not a girl from a wealthy
Los Angeles suburb. Rather
than working together to form
a stable self, his conflicting emo-
tions would push him toward
psychic breakdown and suicidal
acts of  violence. Recall GK
Chesterton’s wonderful de-
scription:

“A soldier surrounded by en-
emies, if  he is to cut his way
out, needs to combine a strong
desire for living with a strange
carelessness about dying. He
must not merely cling to life,
for then he will be a coward,
and will escape. He must not
merely wait for death, for then
he will be a suicide, and will

not escape. He must seek his
life in a spirit of  furious indif-
ference to it; he must desire life
like water and yet drink death
like wine.”

Oleh Sentsov’s recent film,
Real, renders this combination
of  opposites perfectly. After
spending several years as a po-
litical prisoner in Russia, Sentsov
went to fight for the Ukrainian
army. The film consists of  90
minutes of  GoPro footage taken
when he didn’t realise his cam-
era was on. Presented unedited,
it depicts the strange mix of  ter-
ror and boredom that defines
life on the front line.

Such dualities run through
the entire film. The banal bru-
tality of  the real is punctuated
by magical moments of  what
might best be described as mean-
ingless meaning. Sentsov re-
calls a moment from just before
the footage in Real begins: “There
was a soldier with the call sign
Johnny, a veteran of  the Afghan
war. He was going there to evac-
uate the wounded, but he was hit,
and he managed to make one
last radio transmission, in which
he said: ‘This is Johnny. I’m
dead.’” It is a moment of  au-
thentic metaphysical absurdity.

Many reviewers believe Real

shows war as it truly is. If  that
was Sentsov’s message, his film
would be yet another pacifist
paean to the meaningless ab-
surdity of  war. But though
Sentsov recognises the brutal
meaninglessness of  the situa-
tion, he ultimately believes that
the fight for a just cause must
go on. Having stripped away all
the romanticism of  battlefield
heroism, Real shows what true
courage means: to accept the
misery of  a military struggle,
and not obfuscate it with pa-
thetic fantasies.

This is the message we need
right now. In the case of  Ukraine,
pacifism has been used to excuse
Russia’s military aggression.
The message from those who
oppose Western support for
Ukraine is: “You must not resist
the occupier, because then you
will become the same as him.”
In the Holy Land, the message
is similar, but the mainstream
media’s reporting of  events is
very different. There is a con-
sistent effort to shape and ma-
nipulate our perception of  what
is going on, so as to limit the emo-
tional impact. While Israelis
are killed in a “massacre,”
Palestinians are merely “found
dead.” These forms of  “soft”

censorship pervade public dis-
course.

Did you know that a large
group of  Israeli Jewish intel-
lectuals recently called on all
EU member states, the United
Kingdom, and others to recog-
nise the State of  Palestine? This
courageous act generated
scarcely any coverage in
Western media. Major events
that might disturb the Western
public’s sensibilities either go
unmentioned or are reported
only with a small note at the
bottom of  the page.

How many people noticed
that, on 20 June, 2024, Israel en-
acted what amounts to an an-
nexation of  the West Bank, with
the Israeli Defense Force trans-
ferring powers there to “pro-
settler civil servants”? The irony
of  this move will not be lost on
Palestinians. While a military
occupation implies some dis-
tance from Israel, this new dis-
pensation means that they are
being integrated into the Israeli
civil order – albeit one domi-
nated by chauvinists bent on
excluding them.

These examples show why
we need heroes like Assange.
He did what needed to be done,
and he paid a high price. The
time has come for others to con-
tinue the work he started. By
“work,” I mean not just a job
but a vocation: something that
you are called to do. Assange
did not  choose  to  launch
WikiLeaks and expose state se-
crets so that he could spice up
his life. He did it because he
could not have done otherwise.
For that reason, I suspect he is
a happy man, despite all the
suffering he has endured.

Slavoj Žižek, Professor of
Philosophy at the European
Graduate School, is International
Director of  the Birkbeck
Institute for the Humanities at
the University of  London and the
author,  most  recently,  o f
Christian Atheism: How to Be
a Real Materialist (Bloomsbury
Academic, 2024).
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Assange did not choose to launch WikiLeaks and
expose state secrets so that he could spice up

his life. He did it because he could not have 
done otherwise

If you can always
smile at life, life will
always smile at you.
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STILL FREE?

Slavoj Žižek

SOCIETY

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

THE SHARP 
DIVERGENCE OF

1% BETWEEN REAL
GDP AND REAL GVA

GROWTH IN 
2023-24 AS

AGAINST 0.3% IN
2022-23 IS A 
MATTER OF 

SERIOUS CONCERN 

Santosh Kumar
Mohapatra

Nightmare of Democrats

Sir, This refers to “Lying with confidence; faltering with facts,” Orissa Post,
Jun 29. US President Joe Biden’s disastrous performance in the presidential
debate has left the Democrats shaken. Donald Trump is now the clear fron-
trunner despite his record and rhetoric remaining deeply disturbing. By one
account, he lied over two dozen times in the 90-minute debate on issues rang-
ing from his economic and foreign policy record to abortion and immigration.
Biden lost because of  his wobbly walk to the stage to his meandering sentences,
from his weak rebuttal of  Trump to his inability to even leverage issues on
which Democrats score high such as abortion. In Biden’s case, this failure is
a direct product of  his age, which will lead to even swing voters growing
sceptical of  his ability to complete a second term. And if  American citizens
don’t believe that a candidate is mentally sharp enough to exercise that judg-
ment, that’s a problem. Being the American president requires exercising judg-
ment on the most difficult issues, all the time. If  he truly believes that Trump's
candidacy represents a threat to democracy, Biden must voluntarily step
aside, free his delegates and, let the Democratic Party choose a candidate at
the convention through an open electoral process. Otherwise, democrats can
get ready for Trump’s return to the White House.

N Sadhasiva Reddy,, BANGALORE

Defer Motion of Thanks

Sir, This refers to “Opposition forces re-
peated adjournments in Parl,” Orissa Post,
June 29. I would like to comment that if  the
Motion of  Thanks get stalled, the sur-
vival of  the government comes into ques-
tion. The NEET scam is a biggest scam in
India in recent years. How can Speaker Om
Birla expect the Motion of  Thanks to be
passed in Parliament unanimously when
the Damocles' sword heavily hangs on the
shoulder of  the ruling party, reflecting
its abysmal performance. There is however
no denying that no adjournment motion
is allowed when the President’s address is
to be discussed, but Motion of  Thanks
can be deferred till the discussion on
NEET scam is complete satisfying the
Opposite parties. 

Arun Gupta, KOLKATA

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

Aakar Patel

Even if we are 
to assume that 

the USCIRF is biased
as Jaishankar and

the foreign ministry
claim, this is not 

relevant. What 
they say is relevant 

1893: The Excelsior diamond—which, weighing 995 carats, was the largest uncut
diamond ever found to that time—was discovered in the De Beers mine at
Jagersfontein, Orange Free State.

1905: Albert Einstein submits a paper outlining his theory of special relativity. The
text “Zur Elektrodynamik bewegter Körper” comprises the currently accepted theory
about the relationship between space and time. The theory of special relativity is the
basis for his theory of general relativity, which he published in 1916.

1934: Night of the Long Knives. On this date in 1934 occurred the “Night of the Long
Knives,” in which German dictator Adolf Hitler had his elite SS guards summarily exe-
cute many leading officials of the SA, a Nazi paramilitary group.

1960: Zaire, formerly Belgian Congo and now the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
declared its independence from Belgium.

The overestimation of GDP

Accurate Accusations 

SPECTRUM ECONOMY
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WISDOM CORNER
If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is
because he hears a different drummer. Let him step to the music
which he hears, however measured or far away. HENRY DAVID HOREAU

The fight is won or lost far away from witnesses - behind the lines, in
the gym, and out there on the road, long before I dance under those
lights. MUHAMMAD ALI

Some people will never learn anything, for this reason, because they
understand everything too soon. ALEXANDER POPE
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Bangalore, June 29: Amid rag-
ing debate over the possibility of
change in Chief  Minister and
demand for three more Deputy
Chief  Ministers in Karnataka,
state Congress President D K
Shivakumar Saturday asked par-
tymen and leaders to refrain
from issuing public statements
on the issue and warned of  dis-
ciplinary action.

Shivakumar, who is also the
Deputy Chief  Minister urged
partymen to “shut their mouth”
in the interest of  the party, as he
also requested seers not to in-
terfere in political matters.

Minister K N Rajanna, who
is at the forefront of  the issue of
three Deputy Chief  Ministers,
wondered what was wrong in
asking for it, and said he won’t
heed the warnings.

There is growing demand
within the state cabinet to have
three  more  De puty  Chief
Ministers -- from Veerashaiva-
Lingayat, SC/ST and minority
communities.  Cur rently,
Shivakumar from the dominant
Vokkaliga community is only
the Deputy Chief  Minister in
the Siddaramaiah cabinet.

A Vokkaliga seer Kumara
Chandrashekaranatha Swamiji
of  Vishwa Vokkalig a

Mahasamastana Math Thursday
had publicly  urg ed Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah to step
down and make way for his
deputy Shivakumar.

Following this a Veearashaiva-
Ling ayat  seer  - -  Srisai la
Jagadguru Channa Siddharama
Panditaradhya Swamiji Friday
said ministers from his com-
munity should be considered
for the CM’s post in case there
is a leadership change, while
also pitching for them to be given
priority in the event of  creation
of  additional Deputy CM posts.

“There is no discussion on
any Deputy Chief  Minister nor
there is any question about the
Chief  Minister.  Swamiji
(Vokkaliga seer) out of  affec-
tion towards me might have spo-
ken about me. That’s all. I re-
quest -- I don’t need anyone’s
recommendation. For the work

we have done our party high
command wil l  decide,”
Shivakumar said in response to
a question whether he had taken
up with the party high command
the demand for more Deputy
CMs during the Delhi visit.

Addressing reporters here, he
said, “Kharge (AICC President
Mallikarjun Kharge), Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah and I,
in the interest of  the party, have
decided how to function. So there
is no need for any MLA or
Minister or Swamiji to speak.
If  they (seers) bless us it’s
enough...”

There is no need for any
Minister to comment on the CM
or Deputy CM issue in public
or before the media, Shivakumar
said and warned that “if  any
MLA or anyone from the party
raises it, the AICC or I will be
forced to issue notice and take dis-

ciplinary action. Discipline is
important in the party. There is
nothing without discipline.”

Responding to a query, the
Deputy CM said, “in the interest
of  the party I’m telling everyone
-- if  you shut your mouth it will
be good for the party.”

A section within the Congress
is of  the opinion that the state-
ment issued by the ministers
seeking three more Deputy CMs,
was  par t  o f  a  plan by
Siddaramaiah's camp to keep
Shivakumar in check, amid talks
that he might seek the CM post
after two-and-half  years of  this
government's tenure, and to
counter his influence both in
the government and party.

There were some reports at
the time of  a compromise hav-
ing been reached based on a “ro-
tational chief  minister formula,”
according to which Shivakumar
will become CM after two-and-
half  years, but they have not
been officially confirmed by the
party.

Shivakumar has made no se-
cret of  his ambition to become
the CM, while Siddaramaiah
had sought public support dur-
ing the Lok Sabha polls so that
the Congress wins the maxi-
mum number of  seats in the
state, which would strengthen his
position.

‘Keep your mouth shut’
DEPUTY CM SHIVAKUMAR WARNS CONGRESS LEADERS OF DISCIPLINARY 

ACTION FOR PUBLIC UTTERANCES OF CM-DEPUTY CM POSTS

There is growing demand
within the state cabinet

to have three more Deputy
Chief Ministers -- from
Veerashaiva-Lingayat, SC/ST
and minority communities

Currently, Shivakumar
from the dominant

Vokkaliga community is only
the Deputy Chief Minister in
the Siddaramaiah cabinet
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Mumbai ,  June  29 : T he
Opposition in Maharashtra
Saturday raised the alleged scam
of  Andheri Regional Transport
Office issuing 76,000 dubious
driving licences ostensibly with-
out conducting proper driving
tests on authorised vehicles in
the state Assembly here. 

Referring to the issue in detail,
Congress’ Leader of  Opposition
Vijay Wadettiwar and state unit
chief  Nana F. Patole alleged a
massive scam of  ̀ 125 crore in the
Andheri RTO which issued the
said driving licences (DLs).

After the submissions by
Patole and Wadettiwar, Assembly
Speaker Rahul Narwekar di-
rected the state government to
take serious note of  the matter
and initiate appropriate action.

The matter came to light in the
Maharashtra Accountant
General Audit II during a test
check of  1.04 lakh licences
through the online data of
SARATHI regarding the pro-
cessing of  applications for DLs
after conducting the mandatory
driving test of  the applicants.

The random audit brought
out some shocking details -- of
the 1.04 lakh licences scruti-
nised, 76,354 DLs, or nearly 75 per
cent, were issued in 2023-2024
with suspect driving tests con-
ducted on invalid vehicles.

Waddetiwar said it was shock-
ing how thousands of  DLs were
issued on just two two-wheel-
ers and two four-wheelers, point-
ing to an alleged scam as thou-

sands of  rupees are charged per
licence by the department that
is handled directly by Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde.

“The Andheri RTO issued
76,354 driving licences for cars,
trucks, buses, and cranes on the
basis of  alleged tests taken on
a two-wheeler…How is this pos-
sible,” Wadettiwar asked.

Meanwhile, Patole said the
state Cabinet has not been ex-
panded and ministers are han-
dling multiple portfolios to which
they cannot pay attention.

“It was shocking that this was
going on in the department han-
dled by the CM himself,” he said.

“The matter raised by the
Leader of  Opposition is grave
and should not be discarded…
If  a person has tested only for
a two-wheeler and is issued a
DL for a crane or a bus, the
matter is indeed serious. This
will lead to accidents and
deaths, all because of  corrup-
tion,” Patole said.

Wadettiwar claimed that for
each DL, ̀ 30,000-40,000 changed
hands and there could be a scam
of  over ̀ 125 crore in the Andheri
RTO alone, while there are 53

more  RTOs a l l  over
Maharashtra.

He pointed out that many ac-
cidents take place daily on the
roads, citing the figures of  2022
when there were over 33,000
road accidents in the state that
claimed more than 15,000 lives,
while 54 per cent of  all road
crashes involved two-wheelers
and four-wheelers.

Wadeyyiwar also claimed that
the government’s attitude seems
to be clear – “You pay us money,
and take your licence”, but no-
body is bothered about the ac-
cidents on the roads and the
loss of  innocent lives.

The audit data showed details
of  how two two-wheelers and
two cars were used repeatedly
for conducting tests for different
categories of  vehicles, ranging
from scooters to cranes, on which
the 76,354 questionable DLs 
were issued.

While 41,093 DLs were is-
sued on tests conducted on the
two-wheelers, another 35,261
DLs were cleared on tests con-
ducted on the four-wheelers, os-
tensibly with probable murky
dealings.

Maha Oppn rakes fake driving
licence ‘scam’ in Assembly

Assembly Speaker 
Rahul Narwekar directs
the state government to
take serious note of the

matter and initiate 
appropriate action

THE MATTER CAME TO LIGHT IN THE MAHARASHTRA 
ACCOUNTANT GENERAL AUDIT II DURING A TEST CHECK OF 

1.04 LAKH LICENCES THROUGH THE ONLINE DATA OF SARATHI

THE RANDOM AUDIT  REVEALED THAT OF THE 1.04L LICENCES
SCRUTINISED, NEARLY 75% (76,354 DLS), WERE ISSUED IN 2023-2024 
WITH SUSPECT DRIVING TESTS CONDUCTED ON INVALID VEHICLES
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Bangalore, June 29: The
Karnataka unit of  the BJP staged
a protest in Bangalore Saturday
demanding that the state gov-
ernment take back its decision
to revise milk prices. 

The Congress government in
Karnataka revised the price of
milk by `2 June 25, with an ad-
ditional 50 ml of  milk added to
each pouch.

The revised rates came into ef-
fect from June 26.

BJP workers in large num-
bers gathered at Freedom Park
with cows and raised slogans
against the Congress govern-
ment.

N Ravikumar, BJP MLC and
Chief  Whip in the council, who
led the protest, stated that the peo-
ple are suffering after the price
hike. The government must
change its policies which would

affect the farmers.
The government should start

releasing ̀ 4,000 to farmers under
the Kisan Samman Nidhi which
was stopped after the Congress
came to power. Milk dues to the
tune of  `957 crore are pending
for the last eight months. They
should be released immediately
in the interest of  farmers,
Ravikumar demanded.

Seeds and fertilizer prices
have also gone up. They should
be made available to the farmers
at cheaper prices, he underlined.

BJP MLC Chalawadi
Narayanaswamy slammed the
government for increasing the
price of  milk by giving addi-
tional quantity.

BJP Farmers’ Morcha presi-
dent AS Patil Nadahalli asked
whether customers had de-
manded 50 ml more milk in every
packet To defend the milk price
hike, the government is placing
arguments without any basis,
he added.

After the decision to revise
the milk price was taken June 25,
Karnataka Milk Federation pres-
ident Bheema Naik had said,
“We are charging `2 addition-
ally for the 50 ml extra milk
which is going to be added to
each packet.”

He said that there is no in-
crease in the price of  milk, the
extra charge is for the 50 ml of
milk being added to each pouch.

Budget had leaked in advance: Pawar

Bulldozer ops to continue till
cities become drugs free: CM

Karnataka BJP protests
against milk price hike
The Congress government

revised the price of 
milk by `2 June 25, with an

additional 50 ml of milk
added to each pouch

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, June 29: Maharashtra
Chief  Minister Eknath Shinde
Saturday announced that the
state government will soon
launch a special pilgrimage
scheme for senior citizens.  

Making an announcement re-
garding the same in the state
Assembly, he said that the gov-
ernment will put in place nec-
essary policies and regulations
which will enable the senior cit-
izens to visit pilgrimages.

CM Shinde intervened dur-
ing a discussion on the calling
attention motion moved by Shiv
Sena legislator Pratap Sarnaik.

“Maharashtra is the land of
saints. Many people visit the pil-
grimage centres every year.
Chief  Minister ’s  Tir tha
Darshan Yojana wil l  be
launched to make it easier for
senior citizens to visit pil-
grimage sites. For this, a com-
prehensive policy will be pre-
pared and its rules will be made.
The scheme will be implemented
by inviting online applications
in a rotating manner,” said the
Chief  Minister.

CM Shinde said the MahaYuti
government belongs to the com-
mon people.

CM Sinde declares
pilgrimage scheme
for senior citizens
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Mumbai, June 29: Maharashtra
Chief  Minister Eknath Shinde
Saturday said that the govern-
ment will continue with its bull-
dozer operations till all the cities
in the state become drug-free. 

“The bulldozer operation will
continue till our cities become
drug-free. Wherever drugs are
being sold in the state, the ped-
dlers will not be spared,” Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde said.

He said that action is being
taken against those who sell
drugs, those who keep drugs,
as well as the hotels where drugs
are sold and those who are re-
sponsible for ruining the lives

of  the young generation not
only in Pune but also in other
cities.

“They (peddlers) will not be
spared wherever drugs are being
sold be it Thane, Nashik or other
parts of  the state. Police ad-
ministration, district collec-
tors, and municipal commis-
sioners are doing the work of
uprooting drug cartels,” the
Chief  Minister said.

He said that it does not mat-
ter who is the supplier of  drugs
and no matter how big he is, he
will not be spared.

“We will not allow them to
ruin our young generation. This
bulldozing operation will con-
tinue,” the Chief  Minister said.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kolhapur (Maharashtra), June
29: NCP(SP) President, Sharad
Pawar, alleged Saturday that the
Maharashtra Budget 2024-2025 –
presented by Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar in the legis-
lature June 28 – had leaked in ad-
vance, and the proposals were
made with an eye on the forth-
coming Assembly elections. 

Speaking to media-persons
here, Sharad Pawar said that a
day before the state budget was
tabled, there were many media
re por ts  on the kind of
schemes/sops/projects that were
expected from the ruling
Mahayuti alliance government.

“Schemes like free education
for girls, the ̀ 1,500 per month dole
for poor women, the ̀ 20,000 per pro-
cession going for the annual

Pandharpur pilgrimage, and other
details had become common knowl-
edge before the proposals were
tabled in the budget. This means
that the budget secrecy was not
maintained,” said Sharad Pawar.

On the flood of  freebies and
sops, plus the grandiose propos-
als made by his nephew and NCP
chief  Ajit Pawar, the senior Pawar
took a swipe saying “with just
`70 in the pocket, how will they

be able to spend ̀ 100.” He said that
the schemes announced by the
Mahayuti government have little
meaning.

Terming the state budget as
‘election-oriented’, he also ex-
pressed doubts on the electricity
bill waiver proposal for farmers,
asking “what is the financial con-
dition of  the power companies
and unless their losses are com-
pensated, it will be unviable."

Schemes like free education for
girls, the `1,500 per month dole

for poor women, the `20,000 per
procession going for the annual
Pandharpur pilgrimage, and other
details had become common
knowledge before the proposals were
tabled in the budget. This means that
the budget secrecy was not
maintained SHARAD PAWAR | NCP(SP) PRESIDENT
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Bangalore, June 29: Union
Minister of  State for Railways
and Jal Shakti V Somanna
Saturday announced that the
Central government is taking
up the Circular Rail Network
project in Bangalore at an ap-
proximate cost of  ̀ 23,000 crore,
keeping in mind the pace of  de-
velopment in the city. 

Speaking to reporters here,
V Somanna said, “To enhance the
transport system in and around
Bangalore in the coming days,
and keeping in mind the neces-
sary measures to be taken, we
have the Circular Rail Network
blueprint ready.”

The circular railway network
will be 10 km further away from
the suburban railway network
currently being built.

It is a 287-km-long railway
project  passing  through
Vaddarahalli, Devanahalli, Malur,
Hilalige, Hejjala, Solur, and
Nidagunda in the surroundings
of  Bangalore, the Union Minister
said, adding the Detailed Project
Report (DPR) is being prepared.

“This visionary step is in tune
with Bangalore earning the name
of  a global city and aims to pro-
vide facilities to maintain the
city’s reputation,” Somanna said.

“The approximate expendi-
ture for the project is `23,000
crore. We will only ask the state
government for the land, and
the expenditure will be borne by
the Central government. The
project is also intended to make
a significant contribution to
Bangalore. The matter has been
discussed with the officers, and
Karnataka will benefit like 
other states in this regard,” V
Somanna said.

The Minister further said land
(availability) would not be an
issue because wherever the rail-
way track is available, the new
track will be built in proximity.

“This is being done with the
growth of  Bangalore in mind
over the next 10 to 15 years. The
population of  Bangalore has now
crossed 1.40 crore, excluding the
surrounding villages,” he added.

Bangalore set to get Circular
Rail Network worth `23K-cr

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, June 29: The Western
and Central railways that col-
lectively ferry over 70 lakh sub-
urban commuters in Mumbai
daily are fully prepared to ensure
uninterrupted train services
during the rainy season, senior
railway officials said Saturday.

CR and WR have carried out
all pre-monsoon work concern-
ing railway assets like tracks,
mechanical, signalling and elec-
trical equipment and will work
in close coordination with other
agencies like civic corporations
and state departments, they said.

To keep the suburban net-
work, considered Mumbai’s life-
line, flood-prone areas were sur-
veyed using drones, while 651
culverts and 323 km of  drains
were de-silted and cleaned, an of-
ficial said. Besides, new drains
have been constructed for smooth
discharge of  water in yards.

Over 3 lakh cubic metres of
muck and garbage have been
cleared by WR and CR, while
396 high-capacity pumps have
been installed at locations vul-
nerable to waterlogging, the of-
ficial said. Also, 14 automatic
rain gauges have been installed
to gather real-time data on rain.

All preparatory tasks have
been completed to ensure unin-
terrupted suburban services on
the central, harbour and western
lines, the official said. WR and
CR run over 3,000 suburban serv-
ices every day.

Flood gauges have been pro-
vided at 98 locations and trees
along the tracks have been
trimmed. Various measures, in-
cluding “boulder netting and
Canadian fencing”, have been
undertaken on the ghat sections
of  the Central Railway, he said.

To capture images of  culverts
and bridges that are difficult to
access, remote-operated floater
cameras have been introduced,
marking the first implementation
of  such technology in Indian
Railways. These cameras can
take clear images even in low-

light conditions. The images are
then used to facilitate the clean-
ing of  culverts, he said.

“Point machine covers have
been implemented at 231 flood-
prone locations across the Central
Railway network to ensure pro-
tection and reliability,” the official
said, adding that reduction in
point machine failures during
flooding significantly improves
operational efficiency.

During heavy downpours and
severe weather warnings, CR
and WR will work closely with
disaster management cells of
civic corporations, said a sen-
ior railway official.

The municipal bodies have
been asked to raise awareness
amongst people living near tracks
to prevent the disposal of  sewage
and garbage on the rails, he said.

WR, CR gear up to face monsoon
All preparatory tasks have been completed to ensure uninterrupted 

suburban services on the central, harbour and western lines
It is a 287-km-long 

railway project passing
through Vaddarahalli,

Devanahalli, Malur,
Hilalige, Hejjala, 

Solur, and Nidagunda 
in the surroundings 

of Bangalore
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Our goal is
huge, and our
policy vast.

So, our journey is also
very long. We have a
duty and responsibility
to fulfill the people’s
aspirations
M K STALIN | 
TAMIL NADU CHIEF MINISTER

A memorandum of understanding
between Haryana and the National
Forensic Science University (NFSU) in
Gandhinagar was signed Saturday in the
presence of Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, paving the way for a scientific
base to the criminal justice system

HARYANA GOVT, NFSU SIGN MoU 

national
The JD(U) has
just passed a
resolution

reiterating demand
for special category
status and central
assistance to Bihar.
Will the CM summon the courage to
have the state cabinet also pass
such a resolution. Will the CM of
Bihar walk the talk?

AMIT SHAH | UNION HOME MINISTER

of the
day uote 

I wonder at
times if the 
RSS wasn’t

there, what would
India be like today.
Who could have
thought Article 370
would be abrogated? When Jammu
and Kashmir was given the special
status, somebody must have taken 
a pledge that we won’t have two
emblems, two Prime Ministers and
two Constitutions in one country

MANOJ TIWARI | BJP MP

Why has Bihar
suddenly
started

witnessing incidents
of bridge collapse?
Why is it happening
after the Lok Sabha
polls? Why were such incidents not
taking place a month before? I
suspect some conspiracy behind it.
Authorities concerned must look into
this aspect

JITAN RAM MANJHI | UNION MINISTER

Prajwal sent to 
judicial custody
Bangalore: A court here
Saturday remanded former
JD(S) MP Prajwal Revanna,
who is facing charges of rape
and sexual abuse of several
women, to judicial custody 
till July 8. He was produced
before the 42nd Additional
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
court judge after his four-day
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) custody ended today.
Prajwal Revanna Monday was
remanded to judicial custody
till July 8. But, he was later
sent to SIT custody till June 29
by the Magistrate court judge,
after the police sought a body
warrant through the Special
Public Prosecutor (SPP).

Sanjay Singh fails to
appear before court
Sultanpur (UP): AAP Rajya
Sabha MP Sanjay Singh did not
appear before an MP-MLA 
court here Saturday in a 2021
COVID-19 norms violation case,
citing his preoccupation with
the ongoing Parliament session.
The court will now hear the
matter July 6. Sanjay Singh’s
advocate Madan Singh said 
his client could not appear
before the special MP-MLA
court due to the ongoing
Parliament session. An
application on his absence was
filed in the court, which fixed July
6 as the next date of hearing.

Flood situation in
Assam deteriorates
Guwahati: The flood situation
in Assam, which had been
improving over the past few
days, has deteriorated again,
with an increase in both the
affected population and the
number of impacted districts,
according to an official
bulletin released Saturday.
The ASDMA said 133,945
people across seven districts
have been affected. 

Businessmen,
hawkers clash 
Kolkata: Businessmen and
hawkers clashed in the city’s
New Market area Saturday,
amid tensions over West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s directive to reduce
hawkers’ occupation of road
space. According to a police
official, trouble began when
some hawkers objected to
traders with permanent
structures in the heritage 
New Market complex and
surrounding open spaces
parking their vehicles there. 

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 29: The Indian
Navy has  joined the  
world’s largest naval military
wargame Rim of  the Pacific
Exercise (RIMPAC) in Hawaii.

Twenty-nine nations, 40 sur-
face ships, three submarines,
over 150 aircraft and more than
25,000 personnel are going to
train and operate in and around
the Hawaiian Islands during the
exercise, according to the 
US Navy. The Indian Navy has de-
ployed frontline warship INS
Shivalik for the RIMPAC.

“Indian multi-role stealth
frigate INS Shivalik, mission
deployed in South China Sea
and North Pacific Ocean, has
reached Pearl Harbour in Hawaii
to take part in the RIMPAC ex-
ercise,” Indian Navy spokesper-
son Commander Vivek Madhwal
said Saturday. The harbour phase
of  the exercise is taking place
from June 27 to July 7.

The sea phase of  RIMPAC is
divided into three sub-phases
which will witness ships un-
dertaking various exercises. The
exercise will witness the par-
ticipation of  an aircraft carrier
battle group, submarines, mar-
itime reconnaissance aircraft,
unmanned aerial vehicles, re-
motely piloted surface ships and
also an amphibious force land-
ing operations, Commander
Madhwal said. The RIMPAC ex-
ercise will run till August 1.

“The Rim of  the Pacific ex-
ercise has grown over the years
to be the world’s largest and pre-
mier joint combined maritime
training opportunity,” said Vice
Admiral John Wade, commander,
the US 3rd Fleet. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 29: The 
national capital Saturday re-
ported six rain-related deaths,
taking to 11 the toll in the first
two days since Monsoon hit the
city, even as authorities said
they have taken strong meas-
ures to prevent waterlogging in
the coming days when heavy
rains have been forecast.

Two boys  drowned in  a  
waterlogged underpass in 
northwest Delhi's Badli Saturday,
police said, adding the stretch
was f looded fol lowing 
heavy rains the previous day.

In Okhla, a 60-year-old man
died after he got stuck with his
scooty  in  a  waterlo g g ed 
underpass. Digvijay Kumar
Chaudhary is a resident of
Delhi's Jaitpur.

The bodies of  three labour-
ers were pulled out from the rub-
ble of  a wall Saturday morning
that collapsed at a construction
site in the Vasant Vihar area
here amid heavy rain the day
before, officials said.

With six deaths reported
Saturday, the number of  people
killed in rain-related incidents
in Delhi has climbed to 11 in the
past two days. 

Monsoon arrived in Delhi
Friday morning. The national
capital recorded 228.1 mm of
rainfall on day one, the highest
since 1936 for the month of  June.

Navy participates in
RIMPAC naval exercise

Vehicles washed away in the River Ganga after heavy rainfall, in Kotwali city area in Haridwar, Uttarakhand PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, June 29: Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh Saturday
slammed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over a news 
report that the Adani Group has
“selected eight Chinese compa-
nies to help” its solar manufac-
turing project and called for a
strategy “to wean India of  its
dependence on China”.

He said it has to be ensured that
the taxpayers’ money does not
benefit Chinese companies. In
a post on ‘X’, Ramesh said, “The
non-biological Prime Minister
infamously told the nation June
19, 2020, after the Galwan clashes
that ‘Na koi hamari seema mein
ghus aaya hai, na hi koi ghusa
hua hai (Neither has anyone en-
tered our borders, nor has any-
one occupied territories)’.”

“However, he shows no hesi-
tation in liberally issuing visas
to Chinese workers to help one
of  his ‘tempowallah’ buddies,”
he said in the post on ‘X’ while
tagging with it a newspaper 
report about Adani Solar seek-
ing Centre’s nod to bring a few
engineers from China.

Ramesh’s “tempowallah bud-
dies” jibe is in reference to PM
Modi’s attack on Rahul Gandhi
at a Lok Sabha election rally
asking why the former Congress
chief  stopped “abusing” Adani

and Ambani in his attacks and
whether his party received
“tempo loads of  money” from
them in return.

“The Adani Group, a major
recipient of  taxpayer largesse
via the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme, has re-
portedly selected eight Chinese
companies to help its solar man-
ufacturing project and has asked
for special permission to issue
visas for 30 Chinese work-
ers,”Ramesh wrote on the so-
cial media platform.

“Having facilitated multiple
Modani scams such as coal and
power-equipment over-invoic-
ing and the amassing of  illegal
stakes in Adani Group companies
-- all executed by individuals
like Chang Chung-Ling and
Nasser Ali Shaban Ahli -- why
would the non-biological PM not
waive national security consid-
erations in this instance to ben-
efit his partner and close friend?”

Ramesh said it is “bad enough
that these concessions are being
made even as the Chinese continue
to occupy 2,000 square kilome-
tres of  Indian territory in eastern
Ladakh”. He claimed that India's
imports from China have shot
up from $70 billion in 2018-19 to
$101 billion in 2023-24. 

“Even the PLI scheme is ben-
efitting China in sectors like
electronics, solar etc. where PLI
beneficiaries are signing giant
contracts with Chinese vendors
even as they enjoy taxpayer sub-
sidies. All this of  course is in
the name of  Atmanirbharta (self-
reliance),” Ramesh said. “It is
time for a proper strategy to
wean India off  dependence on
China, and to ensure that tax-
payer funds do not benefit
Chinese companies. Prioritising
his friends over national inter-
est may be second nature to the
PM, but it cannot be allowed to
become national policy,” he added.

The Adani Group, a
major recipient of
taxpayer largesse via

the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme, has
reportedly selected eight
Chinese companies to help
its solar manufacturing
project and has asked for
special permission to issue
visas for 30 Chinese
workers
JAIRAM RAMESH I CONGRESS LEADER

Cong targets PM over 
report on Adani group

Poll results moral defeat for PM: Sonia 
New Delhi: Former Congress president Sonia Gandhi Saturday said the Lok Sabha
poll verdict has signalled a “personal, political and moral defeat” for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi but “he is continuing as if nothing has changed”. In a newspaper 
article, she claimed there is “not the slightest evidence that he (Modi) has come to
terms with the electoral outcome or understand the verdict”. She said that when 
the Prime Minister’s “emissaries sought unanimity for the post of Speaker”, the
Opposition INDIA bloc agreed to support the government.  “But in keeping with con-
vention and tradition, it was only fair and to be expected that the post of deputy
speaker would be given to a member from the ranks of the Opposition,” Gandhi said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Rajkot, June 29: A portion of
a fabric canopy erected at the
pick-up and drop area of  the
Rajkot International Airport
col lapsed Saturday af ter  
heavy rains, officials said.
Nobody was injured in the in-
cident, they said.

The accident, which comes
days after similar incidents in
Delhi and Jabalpur, gave the op-
position Congress an opportunity
to target the ruling BJP.

In a post on X, the Rajkot 
airport authorities said that
water accumulation was ob-
served on the city side of  the
canopy at the terminal building
at 11.40 am due to heavy rains. 

“As we came to know about it
we gave the information to the
civil works department and the
area beneath was cordoned off,”

said Rajkot International Airport
in the post. 

The international airport is lo-
cated at Hirasar, about 30 km
from Rajkot city. “Around 11.55
am, more water accumulated

on the canopy amid heavy rains,
due to which the canopy fabric
got torn and fell. No casualties
were reported in the incident.
The airport civil team is re-
moving the (damaged) canopy,”

they added. The Opposition
Congress criticised the Narendra
Modi government over the 
Rajkot canopy incident. 

The Prime Minister inaugu-
rated the new airport 11 months
ago and its canopy has collapsed,
said Gujarat Congress president
Shaktisinh Gohil. “If  in 11
months, the canopy collapses
then it proves that corruption is
at its peak and is being carried
out without any fear. At that

time (of  accident), no one was 
underneath the canopy. Had
someone died, then who would
be responsible,” he asked. 

A cab diver waiting for some
passengers at Terminal 1 of
the Indira Gandhi International
Airport in Delhi died when 
a portion of  a canopy cover-
ing the departure area collapsed
on parked cars amid heavy
rains  Friday. 

Six people were also injured
in the incident.“I urge BJP and
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to take cognisance of  such
matters when he is speaking
about a corruption-free ad-
ministration,” Gohil said. 

A part of  a fabric canopy at
Jabalpur airport collapsed
Thursday due to water accu-
mulation after showers and
crushed a car parked below. No
one was injured in the incident.

The accident, which
comes days after similar
incidents in Delhi and
Jabalpur, gave the
Opposition Congress an
opportunity to target the
ruling BJP

After Delhi, part of canopy collapses at Rajkot airport

AGENCIES

New Delhi, June 29: The 
Janata Dal (United) Saturday
appointed Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Kumar Jha as its work-
ing president and urged the
Centre to consider either spe-
cial category status or special
package for Bihar, underlining
the party’s important role in the
formation of  the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led government.

The party’s national executive
meeting chaired by its president
and Bihar Chief  Minister Nitish
Kumar flagged price rise and un-
employment as “burning issues”,
as its political resolution expressed
confidence that the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
government would take more ef-
fective steps to handle them.

The resolution called for 
extensive probe into paper leak
cases to ensure stringent action
against the guilty so as to 
maintain the credibility of  cen-
tral competitive exams.

There is also a need for
Parliament to enact a strong law
against leaks of  examination
papers, it added. Kumar’s de-
cision to appoint his confidant
a s  t h e  p a r t y ’s  wo rk i n g  
president, a position not held
by anyone, suggests his efforts
to maintain better coordina-
tion with the BJP and draw a
helpful bargain as Jha enjoys
good ties with the national
party’s leadership.

A former minister in Bihar,
Jha was originally in the BJP and
served as its link with Kumar be-
fore crossing over to the JD(U).
Seen as competent, likeable and
low-key, the Mithilanchal leader
has long been a trusted aide of
his ageing mentor who has burnt
his fingers in the past due to

shifting loyalties of  his ostensibly
reliable colleagues, including
former JD(U) president RCP
Singh, now in the BJP.

Party sources said Kumar
would expect Jha to maintain
smooth relations with the BJP
while working to get a positive
response to his party’s demands,
including aid to Bihar. The
JD(U)'s decision to include a spe-
cial package as an alternative
to its historical push for special
category status for Bihar marked
a pragmatic climbdown as the
Modi government had cited the
14th Finance Commission’s 
report to rule out special category
status for any more states.

Following his appointment,
Jha said his party’s purpose was
to get central assistance for Bihar
to build on the foundation laid
by the Kumar-led government
since 2005, except for a short 
period when Jitan Ram Manjhi
was chief  minister.

“It does not matter in what
name such a help is given. We will
pursue it with the central 
government and are hopeful for
a positive outcome,” he said.

Asserting that everything
would remain cordial between
the BJP and the JD(U), he said
the two parties were natural 
allies. The NDA will win more
than 200 seats in the 2025 
Assembly polls, he said, noting
that the alliance had leads in
1 7 7  o f  t h e  2 4 3  A s s e m b l y  
segments in the recent Lok
Sabha elections.

The Lok Sabha poll results,
in which the JD(U) won 12
s e a t s  i n  B i h a r,  s h o w e d  
people’s approval for Kumar,
Jha said, taking a swipe at
those who thought the Chief
Minister’s political career was
on a downward spiral. 

Rahul defamation case: Hearing adjourned 
Thane: The hearing of a defamation case filed against Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi in the district over his alleged statement linking the RSS with
Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination was deferred to August 3, his lawyer 
said here. The hearing was scheduled for Saturday but the magistrate at the
Bhiwandi court was on leave, said Gandhi's lawyer advocate Narayan Iyer. 
The criminal defamation case was filed by local Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) member Rajesh Kunte over the Congress leader’s alleged
statement at an election rally near Bhiwandi March 6, 2014, that “the RSS
people killed (Mahatma) Gandhi.” He defamed the RSS by making this false
claim, the complainant said. In a related development, the Bombay High Court
two days ago reserved its order on a petition filed by Rahul Gandhi against the
admission of certain evidence by the Bhiwandi court, his lawyer said.

Ravi Agrawal appointed CBDT chief
New Delhi:  Ravi Agrawal, a 1988-batch IRS officer, has been appointed 
as the new chairman of the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT), the
administrative body for the Income Tax Department. He takes over from 
Nitin Gupta, a 1986-batch Indian Revenue Service officer, whose extended
tenure as the chairman ends Sunday, June 30. Gupta was appointed as the 
CBDT chief in June, 2022. He was scheduled to retire in September last year 
but was given a nine-month extension till June. The new CBDT chief is currently
working as member (administration) in the board. An order issued by the
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) said Agarwal will head the 
CBDT till June, 2025. Agrawal is scheduled to retire in September but his
appointment order said he will continue on “reappointment on contract basis”
till June 30 next year, in usual terms and conditions applicable to re-employed
central government officers, in relaxation of the recruitment rules.

Delhi reports six 
rain-related deaths

JD(U) demands special 
category status for Bihar

Over 13,000 pilgrims
visit Amarnath shrine 
Srinagar/Jammu: More than 13,000
pilgrims visited the holy cave
shrine of Amarnath Saturday, the
first day of the annual pilgrimage in
the south Kashmir Himalayas that
is being conducted amid tight
security. The first batch of pilgrims
had left the twin base camps in
Baltal and Nunwan to start their
journey to the cave shrine located
at an altitude of 3,880 metres.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
greeted pilgrims at the start 
of the Amarnath Yatra, saying the
‘darshan’ of Lord Shiva is known to
infuse immense energy in his
followers. “My heartfelt best
wishes to all pilgrims on the
commencement of the holy
Amarnath Yatra. This Yatra
associated with the darshan of
Baba Barfani infuses immense
energy in the devotees of Lord
Shiva. May all devotees prosper
with his blessings. Jai Baba
Barfani,” the Prime Minister 
said in a post on X in Hindi. 

SNIPPETS
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judicial system of the country
should be totally unbiased,
pure and honest. Secrecy
should be maintained 
MAMATA BANERJEE | 
WEST BENGAL CHIEF MINISTER

The girder of an under-construction bridge
collapsed in Bihar’s Madhubani district Friday,
making it the fifth such incident in the past 10
days after Araria, Siwan, East Champaran,
and Kishanganj. The construction of the
bridge was underway on the Bhutahi Balan
River under the Madhepur block

ANOTHER BRIDGE COLLAPSES 
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Under the
guidance of
Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, the double-
engine NDA
government comprising 6 parties,
has sent bright wishes of Mangalraj
to the people of the state on the
collapse of the 5 bridges in 11 days

TEJASHWI YADAV | LEADER OF OPPOSITION

IN THE BIHAR ASSEMBLY
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day uote 

We are
replacing three
pillars of our

criminal justice
system—the Indian
Penal Code, the
Criminal Procedure
Code, and the Evidence Act—with
new laws effective from July 1

CONRAD SANGMA | MEGHALAYA CM

Time has come
to put the last
nail in BJP's

coffin. In coming
days, the BJP will be
wiped out from
Jharkhand

HEMANT SOREN | FORMER JHARKHAND CM

national

D Srinivas dies at 76
Hyderabad: Former Andhra
Pradesh (undivided) Congress
president D Srinivas died 
here Saturday, his son and
Nizamabad MP D Arvind said.
He was 76. Srinivas had been
unwell for the past few days,
family sources said. He was
the PCC president during the
2004 and 2009 Assembly and
general elections. He was also
a minister in former Chief
Minister YS Rajasekhar
Reddy’s Cabinet. He left
Congress and became a BRS
Rajya Sabha member from
2016 to 2022 and later rejoined
the grand old party. Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy,
Union Minister G Kishan
Reddy, Telangana ministers,
and senior leaders of the
Congress party expressed
condolences over his demise.

EAM to visit Qatar 
New Delhi: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar will travel
to Qatar Sunday to hold 
talks with Prime Minister
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
bin Jassim Al Thani with a focus
on exploring ways to expand
bilateral cooperation in areas of
trade, investment and energy.
Jaishankar’s visit comes four-
and-half months after Qatar
released eight former Indian
Navy personnel, who were
sentenced to death after being
arrested in August 2022.

NDPP sweeps civic
polls in Nagaland
Kohima: The ruling NDPP
swept the civic body polls in
Nagaland Saturday, winning
all three municipal councils
and most of the town councils,
officials said. The polling for
the 24 urban local bodies --
three municipal councils and
21 town councils -- spread
across 10 districts was held
Wednesday. Nearly 82 per cent
of the over 2.23 lakh voters
exercised their franchise in
the elections, they said. The
counting began at 8 am in 16
centres, and has been slow
since the elections were held
on ballot papers, they added.

SHORT TAKES

Malayalis are WAST-
ING their time at
school learning
Hindi as a compul-
sory language.
There is a need to
bring a policy where

Hindi should be an OPTIONAL language
at schools in Kerala rather than a com-
pulsory language.
The two language policy of
(Malayalam+English) is SUFFICIENT.

@VarierAravind

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 29: One’s
Body Mass Index (BMI) could
be explained genetically, re-
searchers have said after they
found a 77 per cent chance of
children developing obesity at the
age of  17 if  their parents had the
condition at the same age.

A team of  researchers, in-
cluding those  at  Tel  Aviv
University, used data of  more
than 13 lakh people recorded be-
tween 1986 and 2018 during
screening before their compul-
sory military service in Israel.
BMIs of  children aged 17 were
compared with those of  both
their parents when they were

the same age. Data was avail-
able for 24 per cent of  over 4.45
lakh trios included in the 
analysis.

“Among trios in which both
parents had a healthy BMI, the
prevalence of  (being) overweight
or obesity in the offspring was
15.4 per cent, this proportion
increased to 76.6 per cent when
both parents had obesity,” the 
authors wrote in the study 
published in The Journal of  the
American Medical Association
(JAMA) Network Open.

The researchers also found a
correlation between the aver-
age of  the father’s and mother’s
BMI with that of  their child and
estimated that BMI was 39 per

cent heritable. The correlation
between father-son BMI was
found to be 0.273, indicating 
that a son’s BMI could be influ-
enced by the father’s by up to 
27 per cent.

Further, the authors found a

stronger correlation between
BMIs of  mothers and daugh-
ters, compared with those of
mothers and sons. Mothers with
obesity have been previously
linked with higher chances of
daughters developing the con-

dition, compared with fathers
having obesity. The result, 
therefore, underscores gender-
specific influences on the 
heritability of  BMI, along with
genetic and environmental
factors, the authors said.

BMI could be explained by genes: Study 
Ateam of researchers, used 

data of more than 13 lakh people 
recorded between 1986 and 2018
during screening before their
compulsory military service in Israel

BMIs of children aged 17 were
compared with those of both their

parents when they were the same age

Data was available for 24 per cent
of over 4.45 lakh trios included in

the analysis
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New Delhi, June 29: A court
here Saturday sent Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal to ju-
dicial custody till July 12 in a cor-
ruption case related to the al-
leged excise scam, saying his
name has surfaced as one of  the
“main conspirators” and as the
investigation is still in progress,
his further custodial interro-
gation may be required.

Kejriwal was produced in the
court by the CBI after the end of
his three-day custodial interro-
gation, following which the cen-
tral agency sought 14-day judi-
cial custody while claiming that
the AAP chief  did not cooperate
with the investigation and de-
liberately gave evasive replies.

The agency, in its remand
plea, also expressed apprehension
that he may influence witnesses
and evidence already exposed
before him during the custodial
interrogation and also the po-
tential witnesses who are yet to
be examined.  Kejriwal, 55, was
arrested by the CBI June 26 from
Tihar Jail, where he was in ju-
dicial custody in a connected
money laundering case filed by
the Enforcement Directorate.

“Considering the fact that
the conspiracy alleged against the
accused (Kejriwal) involves a
large number of  persons who
were involved in the formula-
tion and implementation of  ex-
cise policy and also the persons
who acted as facilitators in the
use of  ill-gotten money, I find
that there exist sufficient grounds
for remanding the accused to
judicial custody’,” Special Judge
Sunena Sharma said. 

“...The investigation is still in
progress and may require cus-
todial interrogation of  the ac-
cused to confront him with more
material likely to be collected
during the course of  the inves-
tigation. Accordingly, accused
Arvind Kejriwal is remanded
to judicial custody till July 12,”
the judge added.

Noting the evidence before
it, the court said that the inves-
tigation revealed that accused
Vijay Nair, a close associate of
Kejriwal, was the media-in-
charge of  the Aam Admi Party
and he had contacted various
liquor manufacturers and traders

for demanding undue gratifica-
t ion for  incor poration of  
provisions favourable to them
in the excise policy for 2021-22.

It also noted that Kejriwal's
name surfaced as one of  the
“main conspirators of  the 
criminal conspiracy” for vari-
ous offences under provisions
of  the Prevention of  Corruption
Act and Indian Penal Code.
“Four chargesheets in the case
have already been filed against
17 accused persons including
the persons of  South group,”
the court noted.

It said that the investigating
officer (IO) had pointed out in the
case diary that Kejriwal was not
cooperative during his custo-
dial interrogation, nor was he
truthful in disclosing facts on
many material aspects.  “The
IO has pointed out certain in-
criminatory material collected
during the investigation for
showing that the ill-gotten money
was used during the Goa as-
sembly election for making pay-
ments towards the expenses of
air tickets and hotel booking
during the visits of  the accused
to  Goa from June 2021  to
February 2022,” the court said.

It said that the IO also showed
some incriminatory material
showing Kejriwal’s chats with
certain persons “involved in the
transfer of  ill-gotten money to
Goa through hawala”.

According to the IO, as
Kejriwal provided an “evasive
reply” regarding his connection
with these persons, his further
custodial may be required to un-

earth the “larger conspiracy”
regarding the formulation and
implementation of  the excise
policy and use of  the “ill-gotten
money” by Kejriwal and “other
top leaders of  Aam Admi Party,”
the court noted.  It observed that
while the court can scrutinise the
case diary, the material collected
by the IO could not be shared
with the accused till the agency
filed its final report.

In its remand application, the
CBI said during the custodial
interrogation, Kejriwal did not
cooperate with the investiga-
tion and deliberately gave eva-
sive replies contrary to the evi-
dence on record.  “On being
confronted with the evidence,
he did not give a proper and
truthful explanation regarding
the  enhancement  of  the  
profit margin for wholesalers
from 5 per cent to 12 per cent
under the new excise policy of
Delhi 2021-22, without any study
or justification,” it said.

The application said Kejriwal
evaded the questions regarding
the meetings of  his associate
Vijay Nair with various stake-
holders of  the liquor business
in Delhi and he was unable to
give a proper explanation about
his meeting with Magunta
Sreenivasulu Reddy, accused Arjun
Pandey and accused Mootha
Gautham.  As some crucial wit-
nesses were yet to be examined
and documents or digital evidence
were yet to be collected, the plea
sought Kejriwal’s judicial custody
for two weeks “in the interest of  the
investigation and justice”.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 29: The India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) Saturday predicted heavy
to  very  heavy rainf al l  in  
northwest and northeast India
over the next four to five days.

A low-pressure  area  is  
currently situated over the north-
west Bay of  Bengal, adjoining the
north Odisha-Gangetic West
Bengal coasts, the weather 
office said.  

Cyclonic circulations have
formed over northeast Rajasthan,
east Uttar Pradesh bordering
Bihar, and northwest Uttar
Pradesh at lower tropospheric
levels, it added.

An east-west trough extends
from northwest Uttar Pradesh to
the low-pressure area. Due to
these weather systems, isolated

heavy rainfall is expected 
in  Himachal  Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Punjab, Haryana,
Chandig arh,  Delhi ,  Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 
and Rajasthan from June 29 to
July 3, the IMD said. 

Chhattisgarh, Gangetic West
Beng al ,  Jharkhand,  and 
Odisha will likely receive heavy
rainfall June 29-30, and Bihar
from June 30 to July 2.

The IMD has also predicted
very heavy rainfall in isolated
areas in Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana,

Chandigarh, Uttar Pradesh, east
Rajasthan, and west Madhya
Pradesh during this period.

In the northeast, a cyclonic
circulation over northeast Assam
will bring light to moderate 
rainf al l ,  thunderstor ms,  
lightning, and isolated heavy to 
very  heavy rainf al l  to  
Sub-Himalayan West Bengal,
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram, and Tripura
over the next five days.

Isolated extremely heavy 
rainfall is expected in Arunachal
Pradesh June 29-30 and in Assam
and Meghalaya June 29.

The Met office also predicted
isolated heavy rainfall for
Saurashtra, Kutch, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, and coastal and south 
interior Karnataka from June 29
to July 1. 

An AAP party worker being detained during a protest against the arrest of party convenor and Delhi CM Arvind 
Kejriwal in New Delhi PTI PHOTO

Heavy rain likely in northwest, northeast India 

Delhi court sends
Kejriwal to judicial custody 

EXCISE 
SCAM
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New Delhi, June 29: The CBI
conducted a search operation
Saturday covering 33 locations
in Maharashtra after registering
multiple  FIRs  a g ainst  14  
officials of  two Passport Seva
Kendra (PSK) centres in Mumbai
for large-scale “collusive cor-
ruption”, officials said.

The agency has unearthed a
corruption racket involving mid-
dlemen and officials of  the cen-
tres in Lower Parel and Malad,
they said .  T he CBI  has  
also booked 18 agents and mid-
dlemen in its 12 FIRs.

“These officers were in regu-
lar contact with passport facil-
itation agents and conspired

with them to obtain undue ad-
vantage in lieu of  issuance of
passports based on inadequate
or incomplete documents or by
manipulating the personal par-
ticulars of  passport applicants,”
an agency official said.

The alleged corruption was
detected during a joint surprise
check with  the  vigi lance  
department of  the External
Affairs Ministry at the PSKs
June 26, the officials said.

An analysis of  mobile phones,
social media chats and UPI 
payments showed some suspi-
cious transactions wor th 
several lakhs, they said.

CBI raids Passport
Seva Kendra centres

Kejriwal was arrested March 21 by the ED. 
He was granted bail June 20 in the case by a trial

court that was stayed by the Delhi High Court Days after hooch tragedy,
TN amends Prohibition Act

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, June 29:
Days  a f ter  the
Kallakurichi
hooch tragedy
in the state
that claimed
over 60 lives,
the  Tamil
Nadu gov-
ernment
Saturday
amended  a
Prohibition Act
to substantially en-
hance the punish-
ment, which included life
imprisonment for bootleggers in
case of  fatalities following con-
sumption of  spurious liquor.

The amendment substantially
enhances the term of  im-

prisonment and quan-
tum of  fine for var-

ious  o f fences
under sections
4,5,6,7 and 11 of
the  Act .
Accordingly,
a maximum
punishment
of  10  years

Rigorous
Imprisonment

(RI) and a penalty
of  up to ̀ 5 lakh has

been proposed in the
amendment.

In case of  death due to con-
sumption of  illicit liquor, then
the punishment for bootleggers

will be RI for life with a fine not
less than `p10 lakh, it said.

The Kallakurichi hooch
tragedy that happened about a
fortnight ago, had left about
63 people dead,  including
women and a transgender. The
ruling DMK faced flak over
the issue from its rival and
main opposition party, the
AIADMK and the BJP, which
have been demanding a CBI
probe into the spurious liquor
issue in the state's northern
district. 

The AIADMK members, ear-
lier this week, were suspended
from the rest of  the session of
the Assembly that concluded
today, for allegedly trying to
create ruckus over the issue in
t h e  H o u s e.   C o n g r e s s
Legislature party leader K
Selvaperunthagai supporting
the government bill Saturday
suggested having a check and
balance in the system, espe-
cially constituting a select
committee instead of  vesting
all powers with the police.

PMK’s G K Mani sought the
government to fix the onus on
the police or particular offi-
cial for hooch tragedy and take
steps to introduce complete
prohibition in the state. The
Bill introduced by Prohibition
Minister S Muthusamy was
later passed by the House.

The
state government

amended the Tamil Nadu
Prohibition Act, 1937 to enhance

the punishment term and quantum
of fine for offences like manufacture,
possession and selling of illicit liquor 

that endangers lives 

The Tamil Nadu Prohibition
(Amendment) Act, 2024, which shall

come into force on such date as
notified by the government, aims to

completely eradicate the
menace of illicit liquor

from the state

Equating judges with God dangerous: CJI
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, June 29: The Chief
Justice  of  India  (CJI)  DY
Chandrachud has observed that
the trend of  equating judges
with God is dangerous since the
task of  judges is to serve public
interest.

“Too very often, we are ad-
dressed as Honour or as Lordship
or as Ladyship. There is a very
grave danger when people say
that the court is a temple of  jus-
tice. There is a grave danger
that we perceive ourselves as
the deities in those temples,”
CJI Chandrachud said while ad-
dressing the Regional Conference
of  National Judicial Academy in
Kolkata.

The CJI said that he feels ret-
icent when he is told that the
court is the temple of  justice be-

cause the temple postulates that
the judges are in the position of
a deity. “I would rather recast the
role of  the judge as a server of
the people,” the CJI said.

He said that even while sen-
tencing anyone in a criminal
case, the judges do that with a
sense of  compassion, since at
the end, a human being is being
sentenced.  “So these concepts of
constitutional morality, which I
think, are the key, not just for the
judges of  the Supreme Court or
the High Court but also for the
district judiciary itself, because
the engagement of  the common
citizens begins first and fore-
most with the district judici-
ary,” CJI Chandrachud said.

Speaking on the occasion, he
strongly stressed on the rele-
vance of  technology in the func-
tioning of  the judiciary.
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Our failure to
secure peace,

to confront climate
change, and to boost
international finance is
undermining
development
ANTONIO GUTERRES | 
SECRETARY-GENERAL, UN

A top Pakistani court Saturday directed the
Prime Minister’s Office to issue directives
to the country’s powerful intelligence
agencies, including Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI), from approaching any
judge or member of their staff to obtain
favourable verdicts

NO INTERFERENCE IN JUDICIARY
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I don’t think
Congress
would consider

it (AUKUS) open for
expansion, but
AUKUS partners can
certainly reach out
and do collaboration out there

PAUL MYLER | DEPUTY HEAD OF MISSION AT

AUSTRALIA’S EMBASSY, US

of the
day uote 

Pakistan has
launched Azm-
i-Istehkam to

oppose and
dismantle terrorist
networks. For that,
we need
sophisticated small arms and
communication equipment

MASOOD KHAN |
PAKISTAN AMBASSADOR TO US

Following the
initial
documentation,

our teams inspected
three additional
identical DPRK
missiles that struck
Kyiv and Zaporizhzhia earlier this
year

JONAH LEFF | EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF

CONFLICT ARMAMENT RESEARCH, US

Landslides kill 9
Kathmandu: At least nine
people, including three
children, were killed after
heavy monsoon rains in west
Nepal triggered landslides, an
official said Saturday. Five
members of a family were
sleeping when their house was
washed away by a landslide in
Malika village in Gulmi district,
about 250 km west of
Kathmandu, according to
Dizan Bhattarai, a spokesman
for the National Disaster
Rescue and Reduction
Management Authority. In
neighbouring Syangja district,
one woman and her three year
old daughter died in a
landslide that swept away
their house, while in Baglung
district, which borders Gulmi,
two people were killed in
another landslide. At least 35
people across Nepal have died
in landslides, floods and
lightning strikes since mid-
June when annual monsoon
rains started. 

Mauritanians vote 
Nouakchott: Mauritanians
voted Saturday in a presidential
election that incumbent
Mohamed Ould Ghazouani is
widely expected to win, aiming
to boost investment in the West
African country as it prepares
to start producing natural gas.
Ghazouani, 67, a former top
soldier, has promised investor-
friendly policies to spur a
commodities boom in the
country of 5 million people,
many of whom live in poverty
despite its fossil fuel and
minerals wealth. Elected for a
first term in 2019, Ghazouani is
facing a field of six opponents,
among them anti-slavery
activist Biram Dah Abeid, who
came second in 2019 with over
18% of the vote.

SHORT TAKES

international
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Washington, June 29: Two
NASA astronauts will stay
longer at the International Space
Station as engineers trou-
bleshoot problems on Boeing’s
new space capsule that cropped
up on the trip there.

NASA Friday did not set a re-
turn date until testing on the
ground was complete and said the
astronauts were safe. 

“We’re not in any rush to come
home,” said NASA’s commer-
cial crew programme manager
Steve Stich. 

Veteran NASA test pilots Butch
Wilmore and Sunita Williams
blasted of f  aboard Boeing’s
Starliner capsule for the orbiting
laboratory June 5. It was the first
astronaut launch for Boeing after
years of  delays and setbacks. 

The test flight was expected
to last a week or so, enough

time for Wilmore and Williams
to check out the capsule while
docked at the station. But prob-
lems with the capsule’s propul-
sion system, used to maneuver
the spacecraft, prompted NASA
and Boeing to delay the flight
home several times while they
analyzed the trouble. 

They also wanted to avoid con-
flicting with spacewalks by sta-
tion astronauts. But a spacewalk

this week was canceled after
water leaked from an astronaut’s
spacesuit. The issue hasn’t been
resolved and the planned space-
walk next week was postponed. 

As Starliner closed in on the
space station a day after launch,
last-minute thruster failures al-
most derailed the docking. Five
of  the capsule’s 28 thrusters
went down during docking; all
but one thruster was restarted. 

Starliner already had one small
helium leak when it rocketed
into orbit and several more leaks
sprung up during the flight.
Helium is used to pressurize
fuel for the thrusters. Boeing
said this week that the two prob-
lems aren’t a concern for the re-
turn trip. 

In delaying the astronauts’ re-
turn, NASA and Boeing said
they needed more time to col-
lect information about the
thruster trouble and leaks while
the capsule was docked. Both
are in the service module, a unit
attached to the capsule that
burns up during reentry. 

NASA initially said the
Starliner could stay docked at

the space station for up to 45
days due to battery limits. But in-
flight tests have shown that limit
can be extended, Stich said.

Officials said they won’t set
a return date while they do
g round tests  of  capsule
thrusters in the New Mexico
desert, which were expected
to last a couple of  weeks. They
want to try to replicate the sit-
uation that occurred during
docking. 

Stich said the astronauts could
return to Earth in Starliner in
the case of  a space station emer-
gency. 

After the space shuttle fleet
retired, NASA turned over as-
tronaut rides to private compa-
nies. Elon Musk’s SpaceX has
made nine taxi flights for NASA
since 2020. NASA plans to al-
ternate between SpaceX and
Boeing in ferrying crews to and
from the space station.

PROPULSION 
PROBLEM Williams may have to wait months in space

PROJECTED TO LAST ONLY DAYS, THE FIRST CREWED TEST FLIGHT OF BOEING’S STARLINER SPACECRAFT WITH TWO 
ASTRONAUTS ONBOARD FACES UNCERTAINTY WITH NO EXACT RETURN TO EARTH ANNOUNCED

Starliner is designed 
for a mission of 
up to 210 days

I want to
make it very

clear that Butch
and Sunita are
not stranded in
space
STEVE STICH I CREW
PROGRAMME MANAGER,
NASA

REUTERS

Raleigh, June 29: President
Joe Biden said Saturday he in-
tended to defeat Republican rival
Donald Trump in the November
presidential election, giving no
sign he would consider drop-
ping out of  the race after a fee-
ble debate performance that dis-
mayed his fellow Democrats.

“I know I’m not a young man,
to state the obvious,” an ebul-
lient Biden said at a rally one day
after the head-to-head showdown
with his Republican rival, which
was widely viewed as a defeat for
the 81-year-old president.

“I don’t walk as easy as I used
to, I don’t speak as smoothly as
I used to, I don’t debate as well
as I used to,” he said, as the
crowd chanted “four more years.”

“I would not be running again
if  I didn’t believe with all my
heart and soul that I could do this
job. The stakes are too high,”
Biden said.

Campaign spokesperson
Michael Tyler said there were no
conversations taking place about
that possibility. “We’d rather
have one bad night than a can-
didate with a bad vision for
where he wants to take the coun-
try,” he told reporters aboard
Air Force One.

The campaign held an “all
hands on deck” meeting Friday
afternoon to reassure staffers
that Biden was not dropping out
of  the race, according to two
people familiar with the meeting.

Though Trump, 78, put for-
ward a series of  falsehoods
throughout the debate, the focus
afterward was squarely on Biden,
especially among Democrats.

Biden’s verbal stumbles and oc-
casionally meandering responses
in the debate heightened voter
concerns that he might not be fit
to serve another four-year term
and prompted some of  his fellow
Democrats to wonder whether
they could replace him as their

candidate for the November 5
US election.

Hakeem Jef fries,  the
Democratic Party leader in the
US House of  Representatives,
avoided answering directly when
asked whether he still had faith
in Biden’s candidacy.

“I support the ticket. I sup-
port the Senate Democratic ma-
jority. We’re going to do every-
thing possible to take back the
House in November. Thank you,
everyone,” he told reporters.

Some other Democrats like-
wise demurred when asked if
Biden should stay in the race.
“That’s the president’s decision,”
Democratic Senator Jack Reed

told a local TV station in Rhode
Island.

But several of  the party’s most
senior figures, including former
presidents Bill Clinton and
Barack Obama, said they were
sticking with Biden.

“Bad debate nights happen.
Trust me, I know. But this elec-
tion is still a choice between
someone who has fought for
ordinary folks his entire life
and somebody who only cares
a b o u t  h i m s e l f , ”  f o r m e r
Democratic President Barack
Obama wrote on X.

MEDIA DENOUNCES BIDEN
The New York Times edito-

rial board, which endorsed
Biden in 2020, called on him
to drop out of  the race to give
the Democratic Party a better
chance of  beating Trump by
picking another candidate.
“The greatest public service
Mr Biden can now perform is
to announce that he will not
continue to run for re-elec-
tion,” the editorial said.

The Washington Post editorial,
‘How Biden and the Democrats
should think through what to
do now’ said it’s incumbent on
this incumbent (President Biden)
to determine, “whether contin-

uing to seek re-election is in the
best interests of  the country”
as it continued: “Former presi-
dent Donald Trump proved em-
phatically on Thursday why pre-
venting  another  T r ump
presidency is the paramount
consideration.”

The Los Angeles Times edi-
torial ‘For the sake of  the na-
tion, Biden must reassure
Americans he is up to a second
term’ presented a gloomy pic-
ture but with a ray of  hope.

“If  all one was confronted
with was a transcript of  the de-
bate, Biden’s performance would
look better. He effectively con-
fronted Trump on the former
president’s complicity in the

January 6, 2021, insurrection
and scored several policy points.
Alas, for many viewers, espe-
cially those who don’t follow pol-
itics carefully, that mattered less
than the fact that Biden con-
firmed Trump’s caricature of
‘Sleepy Joe,’” it said.

The Wall Street Journal
started by saying the Trump-
Biden debate was “painful—for
the United States.”

Biden, already the oldest
American president in history,
also drew stunned global re-
actions, prompting public calls
for him to step aside and likely
leaving some of  America’s clos-
est allies steeling for Trump’s
return.

Trump gloats over Biden’s performance

Former President Donald Trump gloated over President Joe Biden’s often halting
performance at the first debate ahead of the November election, saying

Democrats have no better choices while calling the Democratic incumbent “the
most incompetent president in US history.” Trump spoke to thousands of supporters
Friday at a rally in Chesapeake, Virginia, a day after Biden’s disappointing perform-
ance sparked concerns among his allies and other Democrats who were hoping for
a more vigorous candidate to secure and improve his chances at reelection. Biden
repeatedly stumbled, paused and could not complete sentences, prompting some
people to wonder whether they could replace him ahead of November. “The ques-
tion every voter should be asking themselves today is not whether Joe Biden can
survive a 90-minute debate performance, but whether America can survive four
more years of crooked Joe Biden in the White House, Trump said. Virginia Governor
Glenn Youngkin appeared alongside Trump Friday, saying he was going to work to
secure a Trump victory in a state Biden won in 2020. The Republican governor, who
was once a favorite potential presidential candidate for anti-Trump Republicans,
notably waited during this year’s primary and only endorsed Trump in March.

Biden owns debate debacle
US Prez acknowledges age, bad debate performance but vows to beat Trump

One possible bright
spot for Biden: 
preliminary viewership
data showed that only
48 million Americans
watched the debate, 
far short of the 73mn
who watched the 
candidates’ last 
face-off in 2020

Democrats’ senior figures 
sticking with Biden

Majority of US media
wants Biden to quit

Biden campaign raised
$14mn while Trump

raised $8mn

REUTERS

Washington, June 29: The
Biden administration has sent
to Israel large numbers of  mu-
nitions, including more
than 10,000 highly de-
structive 2,000-pound
bombs and thousands
of  Hellfire missiles,
since the start of  the
war in Gaza, said two US
officials briefed on an updated
list of  weapons shipments.

Between the war’s start last
October and recent days, the
United States has transferred
at least 14,000 of  the MK-84
2,000-pound bombs, 6,500 500-
pound bombs, 3,000 Hellfire
p r e c i s i o n - g u i d e d  a i r - t o -
ground missiles, 1,000 bunker-
b u s t e r  b o m b s,  2 , 6 0 0  a i r -
d r o p p e d  s m a l l - d i a m e t e r
bombs, and other munitions,
according to the officials,
who were not authorized to
speak publicly.

While the officials didn’t give
a timeline for the shipments,
the totals suggest there has
been no significant drop-off  in
US military support for its ally,
despite international calls to
limit weapons supplies and a
recent administration decision
to pause a shipment of  pow-
erful bombs.

Experts said the contents of
the shipments appear consis-
tent with what Israel would need
to replenish supplies used in
this eight-month intense mili-
tary campaign in Gaza, which it
launched after the Oct 7 attack
by Palestinian Hamas militants
who killed 1,200 people and took
250 others hostage, according to
Israeli tallies.

“While these numbers could
be expended relatively quickly
in a major conflict, this list clearly
reflects a substantial level of
support from the United States
for our Israeli allies,” said Tom
Karako, a weapons expert at the
Center  for  Strate gic  and
International Studies, adding

that the listed munitions were the
type Israel would use in its fight
against Hamas or in a potential
conflict with Hezbollah.

The delivery numbers, which
have not been previously re-
ported, provide the most up-to-
date and extensive tally of  mu-
nitions shipped to Israel since the
Gaza war began.

Israel  and Iran-backed
Hezbollah have been trading fire
since the start of  the Gaza war,
and concern is rising that an
all-out war could break out be-
tween the two sides.

The shipments are part of  a
bigger list of  weapons sent to
Israel since the Gaza conflict
began, one of  the US officials
said. A senior Biden adminis-
tration official Wednesday told
reporters that Washington has
since October 7 sent $6.5 bil-
lion worth of  security assis-
tance to Israel.

Israel i  Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu in recent
weeks claimed that Washington
was withholding weapons, a sug-
gestion US officials have re-
peatedly denied even though
they acknowledged some “bot-
tlenecks”.

REUTERS

Panama City, June 29: A
Panamanian court has acquitted
28 people charged with money-
laundering under cases linked to
the  Panama Papers  and
“Operation Car Wash” scandals,
the country’s judicial branch
said in a statement Friday.

It did not provide names of
the people who were acquitted.

Judge Baloisa Marquinez or-
dered that precautionary meas-
ures be lifted against all the
defendants, and said one crim-
inal process was now canceled
due to the death of  an unnamed
defendant.

Ramon Fonseca, who co-
founded now defunct law firm
Mossack Fonseca alongside
Ger man national  Jurg en
Mossack, died in May after being
hospitalized since early April.

Mossack Fonseca entered the
spotlight in 2016 after leaked
confidential documents exposed
accounts housed in tax havens
linked to individuals includ-
ing former Argentine President
Mauricio Macri, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
and Argentine football star
Lionel Messi.

Marquinez, who also ordered
fines of  100 balboas ($100) each
on 10 witnesses who did not com-
ply with summonses, said evi-
dence collected from Mossack
Fonseca’s servers did not com-
ply with the chain of  custody.

Regarding Operation Car Wash,
a massive anti-corruption probe
that  originated  in  Brazi l ,
Marquinez ruled that it could not
be determined that money from il-
licit sources had entered Panama
from Brazil with the purpose of
helping conceal crimes.

The investigation, which began
in 2014, exposed sprawling cor-
ruption schemes across the re-
gion and sent dozens of  Latin
American political and business
leaders to jail, including several
former presidents.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington,  June  29 :
Prosecutors overstepped in charg-
ing January 6 rioters with ob-
struction for trying to prevent cer-
tification of  the 2020 presidential
election, the US Supreme Court
said Friday, throwing hundreds
of  cases into doubt.

The matter was brought to
the court through an appeal by
former police officer Joseph
Fischer, a supporter of  former
president Donald Trump who
entered the  Capitol  in
Washington with hundreds of
others January 6, 2021.

Writing the opinion for the
majority, Chief  Justice John
Roberts said prosecutors’ in-
terpretation of  the law would
“criminalize a broad swath of
prosaic conduct, exposing ac-
tivists and lobbyist(s) to decades
in prison.”

REUTERS

Dubai, June 29: A moderate
lawmaker will face Iran supreme
leader’s protege in a run-off  pres-
idential election July 5 after the
country’s interior ministry said
Saturday that no candidate se-
cured enough votes in the first
round of  voting.

Friday’s vote to replace
Ebrahim Raisi after his death in
a helicopter crash came down to
a tight race between a low-pro-
f i le  lawmaker  Massoud
Pezeshkian, the sole moderate in
a field of  four candidates, and for-
mer Revolutionary Guards mem-
ber Saeed Jalili.

The interior ministry said nei-
ther secured the 50% plus one vote
of  over 25 million ballots cast
required to win outright, with
Pezeshkian leading with over 10
million votes ahead of  Jalili with
over 9.4 million votes.

Power in Iran ultimately lies
with Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, so the result will
not herald any major policy shift
on Iran’s nuclear programme
or its support for militia groups
across the Middle East. But the
president runs the government
day-to-day and can influence the
tone of  Iran’s policy.

The clerical establishment
hoped for a high turnout as it
faces a legitimacy crisis fuelled
by public discontent over eco-
nomic hardship and curbs on

political and social freedom.
However, turnout in Friday’s
vote hit a historic low of  about
40%, based on interior ministry
count released Saturday.

The election comes at a time
of  escalating regional tension
due to the war between Israel
and Iranian allies Hamas in
G a z a  a n d  H e z b o l l a h  i n
Lebanon, as well as increased
Western pressure on Iran over
its fast-advancing nuclear pro-
gramme.

28 defendants
freed in Panama
Papers trial

INSUFFICIENT EVIDENCE

US has sent Israel thousands of
2K-pound bombs to fuel invasion

International scrutiny
of Israel’s military
operation in Gaza has
intensified as the
Palestinian death toll
from the war has
exceeded 37,000

One 2,000-pound bomb can rip through thick 
concrete and metal, creating a wide blast radius

GAZA 
WAR

US SC rules in favour
of January 6 rioters Khamenei protege, moderate to battle 

n Iran to hold Prez run-off July 5

n No candidates secured 50% plus
one vote -interior ministry

n Moderate Pezeshkian leads
Khamenei protégé

n Turnout of around 40% at
historic lows-ministry figures

n Vote held after president Raisi
died in helicopter crash

IRAN’S PREZ RUN-OFF 
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New Delhi ,  June  29 :
Government appointment se-
lection panel FSIB Saturday se-
lected senior-most managing di-
rector Challa Sreenivasulu Setty
for the position of  Chairman of
country’s largest lender State
Bank of  India (SBI).

Setty, who was appointed man-
aging director in January 2020,
cur rently  looks  af ter
International Banking, Global
Markets and Technology verti-
cals.

He will succeed Dinesh Kumar
Khara, who will be superannu-
ating August 28, when he turns
63, the upper age limit for the po-
sition of  SBI Chairman.

Financial Services Institutions
Bureau (FSIB), the headhunter
for directors of  state-owned
banks and financial institutions,
interviewed three candidates
June 29, 2024 for the position.

“Keeping in view their per-
formance in the interface, their
overall experience and the extant
parameters, the Bureau recom-
mends Challa Sreenivasulu Setty
for the position of  Chairman in
SBI,” FSIB said in a statement.

As per the convention, the
chairman is appointed from a
pool of  serving managing di-
rectors of  SBI. Usually, senior-
most managing director becomes
chairman of  the bank.

The final decision on FSIB rec-

ommendation would be taken by
the Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Setty,
who also headed various task
forces/committees formed by the
Government of  India, had earlier
looked after the retail and digital
banking portfolio of  the bank.

A Bachelor of  Science in
Agriculture and also, a Certified
Associate of  Indian Institute of
Bankers, he started his career with
SBI in 1988 as Probationary Officer.
Across a career spanning over
three decades, he has rich expe-
rience in corporate credit, retail,
digital and international bank-
ing and banking in developed mar-
kets. Setty has held key assign-
ments in SBI, including Deputy
Managing Director - Stressed
Assets Resolution Group, Chief
General Manager and General
Manager in Corporate Accounts
Group, Deputy General Manager
in Commercial Branch, Indore
and VP & Head (Syndications) in
SBI, New York Branch.
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The women
workforce

should be provided
with flexible work
schedules and
locations
ARUNDHATI BHATTACHARYA |
FORMER SBI CHAIRPERSON

Meta said that it took down over
15.6 million pieces of bad
content across 13 policies for
Facebook and more than 5.8
million pieces of objectionable
content across 12 policies for
Instagram in India in May.

META PURGES CONTENT 
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With the UK,
irrespective of
the election

results we hope to
make progress after
the new government
comes in

PIYUSH GOYAL | COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

MINISTER

of the
day uote 

We are in very
early stages of
our

experimentation on
solid state batteries

BHAVISH AGGARWAL |
OLA CEO

Today in India,
we do 130
billion fast

payment
transactions in a year
and the success
story of India's digital
payments has been scripted under
PM @narendramodi's leadership

AMITABH KANT | G20 SHERPA

NTPC to raise
`12,000cr via NCDs
New Delhi: Government-
owned power giant NTPC said
Saturday that its board has
cleared a proposal to raise up
to `12,000 crore through the
issuance of bonds and non-
convertible debentures
(NCDs). NTPC said in a
regulatory filing, “The Board
of Directors of the company
has, in its meeting held on
Saturday, June 29, subject to
approval of shareholders,
approved the issue of
secured/unsecured,
redeemable, taxable/tax-free,
cumulative/non-cumulative,
non-convertible debentures
('Bonds/NCDs') up to 
`12,000 crore in one or more
tranches/series not exceeding
12, through private placement
in the domestic market during
the period commencing from
the date of passing of special
resolution till completion of
one year thereof or the date of
next Annual General Meeting
in the financial year 2025-26,
whichever is earlier."

IFFCO withdraws
plea from NCLT 
New Delhi: Fertiliser
cooperative IFFCO has
withdrawn its plea filed in
NCLT that restrained Triumph
Offshore from issuing any
share or securities to lenders
for paying loans. The move
came after IFFCO (Indian
Farmer Fertiliser Cooperative)
exited from Triumph Offshore
by selling its entire 49 per cent
stake to its joint venture
partner Swan Energy Ltd (SEL)
for `440 crore. IFFCO had
approached the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
in March seeking to restrain
Triumph Offshore and SEL from
issuing any share/securities to
lenders for paying loans and
passing any such resolution
without its approval. In its
petition, IFFCO had argued that
it was pre-paying the debt and
it may result into dilution of its
shareholding in Triumph
Offshore.

Fidelity offloads
HCL Tech shares 
New Delhi: Fidelity
Investments Friday sold shares
of HCL Technologies for 
`1,788 crore through open
market transactions. US-based
Fidelity Investments, through
its eight affiliates, sold shares
of IT firm HCL Technologies
through separate block deals
on the NSE. As per the data
available with the NSE, Fidelity
Investment sold a total of
1,24,14,228 shares or 0.46 per
cent stake in HCL
Technologies. The shares were
offloaded at an average price
of `1,440.50, taking the deal
size to `1,788.27 crore. ICICI
Prudential Mutual Fund, Kotak
Mahindra MF, SBI MF, Societe
Generale, Morgan Stanley,
Blackstone, Citigroup Global
Markets Mauritius, Copthall
Mauritius Investment, Ghisallo
Master Fund LP, and Goldman
Sachs were among the buyers
of HCL Technologies' shares.

SHORT TAKES

business

REUTERS

New Delhi, June 29: India's
steel and trade ministries are in
talks over rising imports, par-
ticularly cheap Chinese goods,
a government source with direct
knowledge of  the matter said
Saturday, amid persistent calls
for higher tariffs from top pro-
ducers.

India turned net steel im-
porter in the fiscal year that
ended in March and the trend
continues with its finished steel
imports scaling a five-year high
in April and May, according to
provisional government data.

India imported 1.1 million
metric tons of  finished steel be-
tween April and May, up 19.8%
from a year earlier.

“The steel ministry has ap-
prised the commerce ministry
on rising imports and industry
has sought a probe,” the source
said, declining to be identified
as discussions are not public.

India is monitoring cheap
Chinese imports, the source
said, as China continues to be
top exporter of  steel to the Asia’s
third-largest economy in recent
months.

Major Indian steel produc-
ers such as Tata Steel have
flagged Chinese imports as a
"growing concern."

India's steel mills, alarmed
by a sharp rise in imports, have
repeatedly called for govern-

ment interventions and higher
import taxes. However, the fed-
eral Ministry of  Steel has re-
sisted such calls, citing strong
local demand.

Earlier Saturday, a senior ex-
ecutive at ArcelorMittal Nippon
Steel India said the government
should consider raising the
basic customs duty on steel to
12.5% from 7.5% due to surg-
ing imports.

“Immediately, we should go
back to 12.5% duty regime,
which was there earlier,” said
Ranjan Dhar, director and vice
president, sales and marketing,
ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel
India.

REUTERS

London/ New York, June 29:
The unstoppable march of  the
mega caps, sloth-like central
bank pivots, political palpita-
tions aplenty and M&A is back
- the first half  of  2024 has been
another whirlwind in world
markets.

Forecasts for a global interest-
rate-cutting frenzy may not have
materialized, but Nvidia and
the rest of  the Magnificent 7
soared another $3.6 trillion in
market value.

MSCI's 47-country world stocks
index has clocked up a punchy
11% since January. Good yes,
but nowhere near the 30% leap
of  team tech, or the frankly eye-
popping 150% gain of  chip
champ Nvidia.

"Thirty percent of  the S&P's
returns this year have come
from Nvidia alone," the chief
investment officer of  IBOSS
Asset  Mana g ement  Chris
Metcalfe said, pointing out it
was now the most expensive
stock on the most expensive

market in the world.
It is not just equity markets

where milestones have been set.
Japan's yen has bowed to a

38-year low against the dollar in
currency markets. Cocoa had
one of  its best-ever runs while
French bond risk has exploded
to its highest level since the
e u ro  c r i s i s  a f t e r  F re n ch
President Emmanuel Macron's
drubbing by the far right in EU
elections this month drove him
to call a snap parliamentary
election Sunday.

Government bonds had been
having a tough time anyway.
Predictions of  a gush of  rate
cuts have turned out to be just
a dribble in a few parts of
Europe and emerging markets
and certainly not in the United
States yet.

As a result, anyone owning a
basket of  benchmark bonds has
lost around 1.5% of  their money.

"At the end of  last year, the
markets expected seven (U.S.)
rate cuts and now they are ex-
pecting just one or two," Nadege
Dufosse, the head of  multi-asset

at Candriam said. "That has
been the big driver and explains
the (poor) performance."

A shaky performance from
U.S. President Joe Biden in his
latest TV debate against Donald
Trump has just  ratcheted
November's U.S. election un-
certainty up substantially.

There's also a general elec-

tion in Britain on July 4 al-
though there aren't expected to
be many market fireworks de-
spite it being almost certainly the
first change of  government in 14
years.

Polar Capital fund manager
Georgina Hamilton explained
that was because unlike in
France and the U.S., the two

main candidates to lead the UK
are fairly centrist.

GOLD SHINES
The big story in commodities

has been cocoa sky-rocketing
almost 85% due to shortages
which is already its second-
biggest annual leap of  all time,
although certainly is not good
news for chocoholics.

Gold hit a record high of  just
shy of  $2,450 an ounce last
month. Oil is up a respectable
12% while bitcoin broke though
$70,000 and set a flurry of  new
highs after U.S. watchdogs gave
bitcoin exchange-traded funds
the green light.

The value of  global M&A ac-
tivity is up 5% compared to
last year.

That's mainly down to a brace
of  $35-billion deals that saw
credit-card firm Capital One
take over Discover Financial
and chip designer Synopsys
buy out rival Ansys, although
it could have been much more
though if  BHP's gripping $49-
b i l l i o n  p u r s u i t  o f  A n g l o

American  had succeeded.

DISTRESSED TO IMPRESS
Off  the beaten track, Ecuador's

bonds have made 46% despite lin-
gering debt concer ns and
Argentina's new chainsaw-wield-
ing President Javier Milei has
helped its bonds jump 32%.

Emerging-market veteran
Kevin Daly at Aberdeen said
there has been a "distressed to
impress" move, with the bonds
of  crashed countries like Zambia,
Ghana and Sri Lanka all rally-
ing between 16%-23% as their
years-long debt restructurings
have neared an end.

As always though, there has
still been plenty of  downs in
emerging markets.

Chinese property stocks have
fallen for the ninth quarter in a
row. Devaluations have shoved
Nigeria's and Egypt's curren-
cies down 42% and 36% re-
spectively, while Mexico's peso
is down nearly 8% this month
after a resounding presidential
election result fed worries about
its future path.

Tech boom leads global markets through first half of 2024 

BHUBANESWAR: Bisweswar
Foods Pvt Ltd, a renowned agro-
based product company, recently
launched its latest offering, Mix
Chhatua,  at  a  hotel  in
Bhubaneswar. The event was at-
tended by  the  company 's
Managing Director Rashmi
Sahoo, Senior Manager of
Accounts and Marketing Srikant
Mohapatra, Senior Manager of
Production Silpa Das, and PA
to Director Adyasha Patnaik,
who provided valuable insights
into this new product.  

Mix Chhatua is a high-nutri-
tion product packed with pro-
tein, fibre, calcium, iron, man-
ganese, and magnesium. This
unique blend is formulated to
help regulate body temperature
and prevent  overheating.

Additionally, this product is de-
signed to increase energy lev-
els, aid in digestion and gut
health, support weight man-
agement, enhance hair and skin
health, maintain healthy glu-
cose levels, lower cholesterol,
replenish lost nutrients, and im-
prove appetite.  

The company offers a wide
range of  breakfast cereals be-
yond Mix Chhatua, including
oats, masala oats, muesli, choco-
bites, cornflakes, ragi flour, and
chapati flour. Moreover, the com-
pany develops healthy sweeten-
ers in the form of  jaggery pow-
der for consumers and a selection
of  instant mix products such as
Punjabi  Tadka,  Dev Bho g
Khichdi, and Biryani, all falling
under the brand’s portfolio.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 29: Capital
markets regulator Sebi has pro-
posed mandatory disclosure of
'risk-adjusted return' along with
the return of  a mutual fund
scheme to help investors make
informed investment decisions.

Risk-adjusted return (RAR)
of  a scheme portfolio represents
a more holistic measure of  the
scheme's performance because
it quantifies the amount of  re-
turn generated by a mutual fund
scheme for each unit of  risk
taken to achieve that return.

The current regulatory frame-
work does not mandate the dis-
closure of  RAR along with the
returns of  an MF scheme.

Further, there is no uniform
practice followed by asset man-
agement companies (AMCs) re-
garding disclosure of  RAR of
their scheme.

The return on investment is
a major factor attracting in-
vestors to invest in any MF
scheme and is highlighted by
the AMCs while marketing re-
spective schemes.

Considering the significance
of  volatility of  performance in
determining the suitability of
MF schemes, it is desirable that
the RAR of  the scheme is dis-

closed along with disclosure of
its scheme performance, Sebi
said in its consultation paper.

“Information Ratio (IR) is an
established financial ratio to
measure the RAR of  the scheme

portfolio. It is often used as a
measure of  a portfolio man-
ager's level of  skill and ability
to generate excess returns rel-
ative to a benchmark, and it also
attempts to identify the consis-
tency of  the performance by in-
corporating a tracking error or
standard deviation component
into the calculation,” it added.

To bring uniformity across
different MFs, Sebi has also pro-
posed a methodology for the cal-
culation of  IR for different cat-
egories of  mutual fund schemes.

The Securities and Exchange
Board of  India (Sebi) has sought
comments from the public till
July 19 on the proposals.

Political stability
forces FPIs to
turn net buyers
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, June 29: Political sta-
bility and sharp rebound in mar-
kets aided by aggressive retail
buying have forced the foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs) to turn
buyers in India, market watch-
ers said Saturday. 

FPIs have invested `26,565
crore in equity in June which
marks a reversal of  their strat-
egy of  selling in the two pre-
ceding months.

According to market experts,
FPIs have realised that selling in
the most-performing market
would be a wrong strategy.

“FPI buying can sustain pro-
vided there is no sharp up move
in US bond yields,” they added.

First fortnight data in June
from the National Securities
Depository Limited (NSDL)
shows FPIs buying in realty, tele-
com and financials.

FPIs were sellers in IT, metals
and oil and gas and are likely to
continue the buying trend in fi-
nancials. According to VK
Vijayakumar, Chief  Investment
Strategist, Geojit Financial
Services, India's inclusion in
the JP Morgan Bond Index is
certainly positive.

“The debt inflows for 2024 so
far stand at ̀ 68,674 crore. In the
long term, this will reduce the
cost of  borrowing for the gov-
ernment and reduce the cost of
capital for corporates. This is
positive for the economy and
therefore for the equity mar-
ket,” he noted.

Setty to become 
new SBI chairman 

Govt in huddle over rising 
steel imports from China
India turned net steel
importer in the fiscal

year that ended in
March and the trend

continues with its 
finished steel imports

scaling a five-year 
high in April 

and May 

Sebi for mandatory disclosure
of ‘risk-adjusted return’ by MFs 

BIZ BUZZ

FarrmB launches Mix Chhatua 

Confident of over
$800bn exports 
this fiscal: Goyal
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, June 29: India's goods
and services exports are expected
to cross USD 800 billion this fis-
cal despite global challenges,
Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said Saturday.

In 2023-24, the shipments stood
at USD 778.2 billion (goods USD
437.1 billion and services USD 341
billion). He said that the global
situation is serious as war is
still ongoing between Ukraine-
Russia and Israel-Hamas, and
the Red sea crisis.

The minister added that there
are also elections in some of
the major democracies like in
Europe. "In such a situation it's
a positive sign that our exports
are growing (9 per cent growth
in May) and ...this also reflects
that the world wants to do trade
and investments with India.
We are confident that this year
we will have over USD 800 bil-
lion exports and it will be a his-
toric record," Goyal told re-
porters here.

To bring uniformity
across different MFs,
Sebi has also proposed 
a methodology for 
the calculation of
Information Ration for
different categories of
mutual fund schemes
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Spielberg (Austria), June 29:
Max Verstappen held off  an early
attack by Lando Norris before
pulling away from the two
McLarens to comfortably secure
his third sprint race victory of
the year Saturday at the Austrian
Grand Prix.

Verstappen finished 4.616 sec-
onds ahead of  McLaren’s Oscar
Piastri to make it three wins out
of  three in sprint races this sea-
son, with Norris another 0.732
seconds back in third.

Norris started second behind
Verstappen and stayed glued to
the Red Bull for the first few
laps, using his DRS to attack the
championships leader. Norris
even managed to overtake
Verstappen briefly on lap five
after a daring move on the
straight leading into a sharp
turn, but the Dutch driver re-
sponded by quickly retaking the
lead at the next corner. 

Norris ended up being over-
taken by his teammate as well
during that sequence, but
Piastri could not seriously chal-
lenge Verstappen after that and
the Red Bull driver gradually
extended his lead over the 23-
lap race.

Verstappen said the key was
to get out of  the range of  the
McLarens’ DRS system, which
allows the chasing driver to re-
duce the drag by opening up the
rear wing of  his car to get a
burst of  speed. 

“It was a good first lap but
once the DRS opens it is very
hard to get out of  it, took a few
laps,” Verstappen said. “Few ex-
citing battles as well but once we
cleared the DRS I could do my
own race. We have two cars push-

ing flat out making things diffi-
cult for me.”

The race was shortened by
one lap after an aborted start
led to the drivers having to make
a second formation lap. 

The win extends Verstappen’s
lead over Norris by two points
in the overall standings, with
the defending champion now
leading his rival by 71 points.

Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc, who
is third in the overall standings,
only managed to come seventh
in the sprint race and dropped
six points behind Norris.

Printed and published by Tathagata Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at B-4 Industrial Estate, Bareipali, Sambalpur -768006, Odisha. Phone : (0663) 2522134, 2405816. Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ORIENG/2011/37159
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SHORT TAKES

Malvika shocks Kristy
Fort Worth (US): India’s Malvika
Bansod stunned Scotland’s Kristy
Gilmour in a thrilling three-game
match to advance to the women’s
singles semifinals of the US Open
Super 300 badminton tournament
here. The 22-year-old from Nagpur,
ranked 49th, registered a 10-21 21-
15 21-10 win over Kristy, a 2014
Commonwealth Games silver
medallist. Malvika had defeated
Kristy at the Hylo Open in 2022
when the Scot shuttler had retired
in the second game due to an
injury. The Indian had lost twice to
Kristy in the past. The Indian, who
had won the Azerbaijan
International challenge this year,
will face sixth seeded Japanese
Natsuki Nidaira next. In men’s
singles, Priyanshu Rajawat
produced a good show but couldn’t
get past fourth seed Lei Lan Xi of
China, losing 21-15 11-21 18-21 in a
quarterfinal match that lasted just
over an hour. Second seed Treesa
Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand lost 17-
21 21-17 19-21 to Japanese sixth
seed Rui Hirokami and Yuna Kato to
also end their campaign in the last
eight round.

Aditi misses cut
Midland (US): India’s Aditi Ashok
and her Thai partner, Pajaree
Anannarukarn missed the cut
despite a good second round of 4-
under 66 in the Dow Championship
golf championship on the LPGA
Tour here. The Indo-Thai
combination, which had finished in
the Top-10 of this event before,
shot 72 and 66 to be 2-under for T-
59 position but missed the cut,
which fell at 7-under. There was
plenty of action in the second
round of the Dow Championship as
five teams zoomed to the top of the
leaderboard. The teams of Jaravee
Boonchant and Chanettee
Wannasaen, Jennifer Kupcho and
Ally Ewing, are among those at the
top.  The others are Auston Kim
and Grace Kim, Ssu-Chia Cheng
and Wei-Ling Hsu, and Nanna
Koerstz Madsen and Nicole Broch
Estrup. They are all at 12-under.

Earps to leave ManU
Manchester: England goalkeeper
Mary Earps is leaving Manchester
United after a five-year stint, a
third big departure for the club’s
women’s team in less than a week.
Earps helped England win the 2022
European Championship and reach
last year’s World Cup final — where
she was named best goalkeeper of
the tournament — but said on
social media Saturday that it was
time for a “new challenge” in her
club career. “It’s a decision I've
gone backwards and forwards on
for some time, and is not one I’ve
made lightly,” Earps wrote. “The
club is about to undergo a period of
transition, and unfortunately I don’t
feel it aligns with the timing of
where I’m at in my career,
therefore I think now is the right
time to make a change and embark
on a new challenge.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, June 29: India posted
the biggest ever total in the his-
tory of  women’s Test cricket by
scoring a mammoth 603 for six
declared before South Africa
Women fought valiantly through
Sune Luus and Marizanne Kapp
on day two of  the one-off  Test,
here Saturday.

The hosts resumed the day at
the overnight score of  525 for
four with skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur and Richa Ghosh begin-
ning the proceedings.

Playing her fifth Test, the India
skipper raised her maiden half-
century in the long format, scor-
ing 69 of  115 balls while Richa (86)
also got her career-best knock of
86 to extend India’s domination.

They added 143 runs for the
fifth wicket.

At 576, the Indians broke the
record of  the highest team total
in the Women’s Test cricket, bet-
tering the previous record held
by Australia, who had posted
575 for nine declared against
South Africa in Perth this
February.

However, at 593, the stand was
broken after Harmanpreet was
trapped leg-before by Tumi
Sekhukhune.

Just 10 runs later, Richa de-
parted too after being trapped leg-
before by Nonkululeko Mlaba,
and the Indian captain declared
the innings.

South Africa put up a spir-
ited fight with top-order batter
Sune Luus (65) and Marizanne
(69 not out) as they finished the
day at 236 for four, trailing by 367
runs. Delmi Tucker remained
the most successful South

African bowler with figures of
two for 141, while Masabata Klaas
was the most economical of  all.

The Proteas began on a con-
vincing note with the bat and
remained safe at 29 for no loss at
the lunch break.

However, the hosts struck after
the break, with Sneh Rana trap-
ping the visiting captain leg-be-
fore for 20 with a delivery that sur-
prisingly kept low, with the
partnership lasting 33 runs.

In came Luss to join Bosch, and
the pair made the most of  the bat-
ting friendly wicket. The duo
added 63 for the second wicket,

but Rana broke the stand by re-
moving Bosch for 39. 

As Kapp joined Luus, South
Africa was 106 for two at the tea
break.

In the day’s final session, the
two batters brought up their re-
spective half-centuries and took
the partnership to 93 runs before
Luus was trapped leg-before by
Deepti Sharma, with the score
reading 189 for three. 

The stand was Proteas’ best
third-wicket partnership in the
format.

Nine runs later, Delmi Tucker
was caught behind off  Rana for
a duck. But, the pair of  Kapp
and Nadine de Klerk played out
the remainder of  the day with an
unbeaten 38-run stand for the
fifth wicket. The hosts did not ex-
actly struggle with the ball. While
the lack of  enough turns did
make it challenging out there, the
ball occasionally kept low, trou-
bling the visitors.

The Indians were decent with
their fielding efforts, but a cou-
ple of  close chances did not go
their way.

COLOMBIA IN COPA QUARTERS

Verstappen bags 3rd sprint
race victory of the season

A good race between us,
especially with Max at
the beginning was good
fun. I don’t think we had
the pace to go for Max,
he was too quick for us
today
LANDO NORRIS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Yogyakarta, June 29: India
booked quarterfinals berth at
the Badminton Asia Junior
Mixed Team Championship with
a 3-2 victory over Philippines in
their second Group C clash here
Saturday. 

India will now face the hosts
Indonesia to decide the group
winner Sunday.

The Indian team, which had
blanked Vietnam 5-0 in their
tournament opener, made a cou-
ple of  changes to their line-up
with Rounak Chauhan replacing
Pranay Shettigar in boys’ sin-
gles and K Vennala combining
with Shravani Walekar in girls’
doubles.

The senior national women’s
singles finalist Tanvi Sharma
started India’s march with a 21-
9, 21-17 win against Funtespina
Christel Rei, but Chauhan could
not maintain the momentum
after winning the opening game
against Jamal Rahmat Pandi
and lost 15-21, 21-18, 21-12. 

Vennala and Shravani then
put India ahead once again as
they defeated Hernandes Andrea
and Pecious Libaton 23-21, 21–11
in 39 minutes.

The boys’ doubles combina-
tion of  Arsh Mohammad and
Sankar Sarawat then put the re-
sult beyond doubt with a 21-16,
21-14 win over Christian Dorega
and John Lanza.

The mixed doubles pair of
Bhargav Ram Arigela and K
Vennala lost the final rubber. 

Indonesia are also through to
the quarterfinal having beaten
Philippines 5-0 and Vietnam 4-1
in their two group matches.

BADMINTON ASIA
JUNIOR C’SHIPS

India beat Philippines
to enter quarterfinals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Glendale, June 29: Davinson
Sánchez and Jhon Córdoba
scored three minutes apart in
the second half, and Colombia ad-
vanced to the Copa America
quarterfinals with a 3-0 win over
Costa Rica.

Colombia controlled posses-
sion (62%) for the second straight
game and led 1-0 at halftime on
Luis Díaz’s penalty kick in the
31st minute.

Los Cafeteros kept up the pres-
sure in the second half  and
wrapped up Group D with a dom-
inating performance in front of
27,386 pro-Colombian fans at
State Farm Stadium. Colombia
outshot Costa Rica 14-5 and faces
Brazil on Tuesday in Santa Clara,
California to close out the group
stage. Colombia has won 10

straight and is unbeaten in 25
games (20-0-5) since losing at
Argentina in a World Cup qual-
ifier in 2022. Costa Rica did not
have a shot on goal. 

“Today was a game we domi-
nated from start to finish,”
Colombia coach Néstor Lorenzo
said through an interpreter. 

Costa Rica had the first big
surprise of  the tournament,
playing nine-time Copa America
champion Brazil to a scoreless

tie despite being outshot 18-2.
Los Ticos found themselves

on their heels again against an-
other powerhouse team in the
desert — and it didn't go quite as
well for the youngest roster in the
tournament.

“The other team was clearly
on another level,” Costa Rica
coach Gustavo Alfaro said.

Colombia controlled posses-
sion (66%) in its opening 2-1 win
over Paraguay and dominated the

ball early against Costa Rica.
Díaz had the first good chance

in the fifth minute, just missing
the crossbar on a header. James
Rodríguez followed with the first
shot on goal in the 20th minute,
but Patrick Sequeira sprawled
out for a diving save.

Díaz scored on the penalty
kick after Sequeira took down a
charging Córdoba at the edge of
the penalty box. Los Cafeteros
kept up the pressure, just miss-
ing another goal when Sánchez
couldn’t get a head on Díaz's
bouncing cross.

Colombia had 71% possession
in the first half  and kept control
in the second. Sánchez made it
2-0 with a header off  a corner
kick in the 59th minute. Córdoba
scored when he slipped behind
Costa Rica’s defense and beat
Sequeira from a tough angle.

Eves in history books
INDIA OVERTAKE AUSTRALIA TO SET NEW WORLD RECORD FOR 

THE HIGHEST TEAM TOTAL IN WOMEN’S TEST HISTORY

Much of the credit for
the feat goes to Indian
openers -- Shafali Verma
(205) and Smriti
Mandhana (149) -- 
who shared a stand of 
292 -- the highest 
opening partnership in
women’s cricket

Praggnanandhaa let’s Gukesh
off the hook on a day of draws
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bucharest ,  June  29 :
Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa
missed out on becoming a joint
leader at the the Superbet Classic
chess tournament after settling
for a draw against compatriot
D Gukesh in the third round
here.

After losing to Gukesh in the
last Candidates tournament in
Apri l  earl ier  this  year,
Praggnanandhaa had a great
opportunity to equalise the score
this year but could not find a
winning continuation after
Gukesh spoi led  a  drawn
endgame.

The Catalan opening saw
Gukesh sacrificing a pawn early
and Praggnanandhaa had his
share of  counterplay on the

Queen side. As things unfolded,
Gukesh recovered the pawn with
an optical advantage with his
Knight against a slightly bad
Bishop of  Praggnanandhaa.

With the intricacies of  the
middle game over, Gukesh de-
cided to part with a pawn and
reached a Queen and rook
endgame that should have been
an easy draw but a blunder on
his 53rd move saw a forced liq-
uidation leading to a King and
pawns endgame. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bridgetown, June 29: India’s
agonising 11-year wait for a
global title was brought to an
end by Virat Kohli’s ingenuity
and Rohit Sharma’s inspira-
tional captaincy as the star-stud-
ded team outwitted eternal
bridesmaids South Africa by
runs in a seesaw final to lift its
second T20 World Cup trophy
here Saturday.

Kohli, who was part of  2011
ODI World Cup triumph, an-
nounced his retirement from
the format immediately after
the end of  the match. 

“It’s time for the next gener-
ation to take over. It was an open
secret and I would have an-
nounced it even if  we would
have lost,” Kohli said.

Hardik Pandya, booed for
being handed IPL captaincy
broke down having endured a
tough six months and the en-
during picture would certainly
be the kiss planted on his cheeks
by the man, people rooted for --
Rohit Sharma.

Captain Sharma, his eyes glis-
tening, was on his haunches as
he was emotionally exhausted,
wife Ritika, his soulmate, com-
pletely emotional as there was-
n’t a single soul who didn’t feel
choked. When Heinrich Klaasen

(52 off  27 balls) was going ham-
mer and tongs against the in-
form Indian spinners, it seemed
Rohit Sharma and his men will
have to settle for second place in
another World Cup final but they
clawed their way back into the
game with a lot of  help from
South Africa.

Eventually, Hardik Pandya,
much maligned by his own sup-
porters for past six months, was
able to defend 16 runs in the
final over to ensure India’s first
ICC trophy since 2013 and a
maiden T20 World Cup crown
in the post-IPL era. In response
to India’s 176 for seven, South
Africa ended at 169 for eight.

The sense of  relief  and jubi-
lation was evident on the stars
of  Indian team, Kohli and Rohit,
who might not stay on for another
T20 World Cup cycle. The result
was also a fitting farewell to
head coach Rahul Dravid.

It was the joint effort of  Kohli
(76 off  59) and Axar Patel (47 off
31) that allowed India to set the
highest total in a T20 World Cup
final. In the high-pressure run
chase, India pacers provided two
early wickets before a 58-run
stand between opener Quinton
de Kock (39 off  31) and Tristian
Stubbs (52 off  27) put the Proteas
back in the game.

However, it was Klaasen’s
breath taking knock that almost
stunned India. Needing a wicket,
Rohit Sharma did not turn to
his lead pacer Jasprit Bumrah
and went for Axar Patel in the
15th over in which Klaasen
pounded couple of  sixes and as
many fours to singled-handedly

take the game away from the op-
position.

The asking rate suddenly
dropped to run a ball and it be-
came South Africa’s game to
lose. Not known to keep their
calm in pressure situations,
South Africa made life tougher
for themselves and needed 20
runs off  the last 12 balls with
David Miller and Keshav Maharaj
in the centre.

Bumrah, who had bowled a
beauty  to  dis lodg e  Ree za
Hendricks in the powerplay,
made an impact when he was
eventually brought back for this
remaining two overs, picking
up a wicket and conceding only

six
runs off
his final
12 balls.

The
equation
came down
16 off  the last six
balls and on the
first ball,

Suryakumar Yadav took a sen-
sational relay catch at the long-
off  boundary off  Hardik to put
India on the cusp of  a thrilling
victory.

Earlier, India did well to post
the highest total in a T20 World

Cup final after being 34 for
three. Axar was run out in

an unfor tunate
manner, com-

pletely
against the
r un of
play,
which

brought
about an end

to his 72-run part-

nership off  54 balls with Kohli.
Kohli did slow down considerably
in the middle overs to bring up
his first 50 off  the tournament
with 48 balls.

Rohit Sharma (9) had no hes-
itation in batting f irst  at
Kensington Oval where the pitch
has not been the easiest to bat on
through the competition.

The Indian captain, coming
from two back to back match
winning efforts, departed early
after collecting couple of  con-
secutive fours off  Keshav Maharaj
in the second over of  the game.
Maharaj responded well by hav-
ing Rohit caught at square leg as
the batter went for a sweep. Rohit
and incoming batter Rishabh
Pant both fell to the sweep shot.

The tension in the Indian camp
increased when Suryakumar,
who has also been in good touch
like Rohit, was caught at fine-leg
after not getting enough from
his pick up shot off  Rabada, leav-
ing India with three down in-
side the powerplay.

At 45 for three in six overs, it
was the slowest powerplay for
India in the Caribbean leg.

Watching wickets tumble at
the other end, Kohli, who hit
three elegant boundaries off
Marco Jansen in opening over of
the final, shifted gears during the
middle overs and let Axar come
up with an odd boundary.

Such was the nature of  Kohli's
knock that his first big hit after
the powerplay, a straight six off
Rabada, came in the 18th over

Axar, on the other hand, po-
tentially played the innings of  his
T20 career and negotiated the

South African spinners effec-
tively, collecting a six each from
Aiden Markram, Maharaj and
Tabraiz Shamsi. However, the
highlight of  his special knock
was the straight six through the
line off  Rabada. Shivam Dube (27
off  16), who came into the mid-
dle before the start of  death
overs, delivered a few timely
blows to prop up the total.

Kohli also dropped anchor to
smash a couple of  sixes in the last
five overs from which India col-
lected 58 runs with the loss of
three wickets.

Brief  scores
India: 176/7 (Virat Kohli 76,
Axar Patel 47; Keshav Maharaj
2/23) beat South Africa: 169/8
(Henirich Klaasen 52, Jasprit
Bumrah 2/18, Arshdeep Singh
2/20) by 7 runs

T20 WORLD IN INDIA’S CUP
South Africa’s 

misery continues as India
defeat them by 7 runs to
win the T20 World Cup

for the second time

CHAMPIONS! Our team brings
the T20 World Cup home in
STYLE! We are proud of the
Indian Cricket Team. This match
was HISTORIC
Narendra Modi | PM

Today, the Indian men’s cricket
team defeated South Africa to
win the T20 World Cup for the
second time. Congratulations to
all the players and partners
who won the World Cup.
Today’s victory has once again
filled the hearts of 140 crore
Indians. I wish Indian cricket to
achieve many such successes
and make the country proud
Mohan Charan Majhi | 
CM, Odisha
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