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SHORT TAKES

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

He doubled our workload... Double
praise for his boss... Double PR for
him... Double social media posts...

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 11: As the
overcast sky Tuesday evening
sobered down the sweltering heat
in the Capital City, Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Central ob-
server and Union Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh announced to a
packed media gathering about the
state Legislature Party’s decision
to appoint one of  party’s strong
tribal faces, Mohan Charan Majhi,
as the 15th Chief  Minister of
Odisha. And, BJP’s first.

The announcement of  Majhi’s
name for the top post neverthe-
less, took many by surprise as
was the case with the saffron
party’s decisive mandate in the
recently-concluded Assembly polls
that saw the fall of  nearly a quar-
ter-century-old BJD bastion in
Odisha. This was because the rel-
atively low profile Majhi’s name

was seldom discussed among the
top contenders in the race for the
coveted appointment in the run-
up to the declaration.

However, it was expected that
the party might spring a surprise
as it did in Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, or even
in Haryana earlier, in selecting
CMs; pitch forking grassroots lead-
ers, with clear eye on the electorate.       

Majhi, who is set to become the
third CM of  the state from a tribal
community after Congress's
Hemananda Biswal and Giridhar
Gamang, began his political jour-
ney as a village sarpanch nearly
three decades ago.

Hailing from Raikala village in
the tribal-dominated and mineral-
rich Keonjhar district, Majhi, son
of  a school peon, has been elected
to the Assembly on four occasions
– 2000, 2004, 2019 and 2024. 

Born January 6, 1972, Majhi,

a graduate from Chandrasekhar
Mahavidyalaya in Champua,
was the village head from 1997-
2000. He completed his LLB from
Dhenkanal Law College in 2011,
and briefly worked as a teacher
at Saraswati Sishu Vidya Mandir
in Jhumpura. He was the sec-
retary of  the BJP's Adivasi
Morcha before being elected as
an MLA from Keonjhar in 2000.
He served as a MoS in the BJP-
BJD coalition government from

2004-09. He had lost the Assembly
polls in 2009 and 2014. He was
again elected in 2019 and was
the BJP Chief  Whip in the
Assembly, countering the BJD
government on several key is-
sues. He survived a bomb attack
while protesting against an al-
leged mining scam in Bansapala
area in October 2021. In the 2024
Assembly elections, he retained
the Keonjhar seat by defeating
BJD's Mina Majhi. Majhi’s wife
is an Ayurvedic doctor.  

In his first reaction after he was
named the CM, Majhi said, “Due to
the blessings of  Lord Jagannath,
the BJP achieved majority in Odisha
and is going to form the govern-
ment in the state. I would like to
thank the 4.5 crore Odias who voted
for change.” Majhi also asserted
that the BJP will honour the trust
of  the people of  Odisha. The Chief
Minister's swearing-in ceremony
will be held at the Janata Maidan
here, Wednesday. More inside

AGENCIES

New Delhi, June 11: Observing
that the sanctity of  NEET-UG,
2024 has been affected, the
Supreme Court Tuesday sought
responses from the Centre and the
National Testing Agency (NTA)
on a plea seeking holding of  a
fresh examination on grounds
of  alleged question paper leak and
other malpractices.

The top court, however, re-
fused to stay the counselling of
successful candidates for ad-
missions to MBBS, BDS and
other courses. Taking note of
the allegations, a vacation bench
of  Justice Vikram Nath and
Justice Ahsanuddin Amanullah
said what the NTA was supposed
to do was sacrosanct. “Sanctity
(of  the exam) has been affected,
so we need answers,” he said.

Besides the Centre and the
NTA, which conducts NEET-UG,
the bench also issued notices to

the Bihar government. There
were allegations of  malpractice
in holding the exam in the state.

“How much time do you
want...Immediately on the re-
opening? Otherwise, the coun-
selling will start,” the bench said.
It tagged the plea filed by Shivangi
Mishra and nine other MBBS
aspirants with a pending peti-
tion and asked the NTA to file the
response in the meantime. The
top court will resume regular
hearings from July 8 after the
summer vacation which com-
menced May 20 comes to an end.

NEET-UG, 2024, was held May
5 and results were declared June
4. It was expected to be declared
June 14.  “Issue notice. In the
meantime, the response will be
filed by the NTA,” the bench said.

It, however, did not agree to the
submission of  lawyer Mathews J
Nedumpara, appearing for the stu-
dents, that the counselling of  students
be stayed in the meantime.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 11: Two Indian
nationals, who were recruited
by the Russian Army, have re-
cently been killed in the ongoing
conflict between Russia and
Ukraine,  the  Ministry  of
Exter nal  Af f airs
(MEA) said, Tuesday.

India has strongly taken up
the matter with Russia and
sought early release and return
of  all Indian nationals who are
with the Russian Army, it said.

“We regret to state that two
Indian nationals who had been
recruited by the Russian Army

have recently been killed in the
ongoing conflict between Russia
and Ukraine,” the MEA said.

“We offer our deepest condo-
lences to the families of  the de-
ceased. Our embassy in Moscow
has pressed the Russian au-
thorities, including the Ministry

of  Defence, for early
repatriation of  mor-

tal remains,” it said.
Several Indians have been

working as security helpers in
the Russian military, and they
were forced to fight with Russian
soldiers in certain areas along
Russia's border with Ukraine,
according to reports.

Malawi VP among 10
killed in plane crash
Blantyre (Malawi): Malawi's vice
president and nine others were killed
in a plane crash, the country's
president said Tuesday. The
wreckage of the military plane
carrying Vice President Saulos
Chilima was located in a
mountainous area in the north of the
country after a search that lasted
more than a day. There were no
survivors of the crash, Malawian
President Lazarus Chakwera said in a
live address on state television. P10

NEET sanctity hit: SC

2 INDIAN RECRUITS KILLED

Dy CM Pravati Parida
BJP leader Pravati Parida, 57, who was
chosen as one of the two deputy chief
ministers, won the Assembly polls
from Nimapara seat for the first time
by defeating BJD’s Dilip Kumar Nayak
by 4588 votes. A lawyer by profession,
she completed her LLB from Utkal
University and enrolled as an advocate in the Odisha High
Court. She first served as the women's wing president of the
state BJP. She is married to Shyam Sundar Nayak, a former
government employee.

Dy CM KV Singh Deo
Deputy Chief Minister-designate Kanak
Vardhan Singh Deo, 67, who defeated BJD
candidate Saroj Kumar Meher by a slen-
der margin of 1,357 votes in the
Assembly polls, comes from the erst-
while royal family of Patnagarh, a former
princely state in Bolangir district. Singh
Deo won from Patnagarh five consecutive times before being
defeated by BJD’s Saroj Kumar Meher in 2019. Singh Deo also
served as the minister in the Naveen Patnaik-led BJD-BJP coali-
tion government between 2000 and 2009.

Lt Gen U Dwivedi
next Army Chief
New Delhi: Lt Gen Upendra Dwivedi will
be the next Chief of the Army Staff
succeeding incumbent Gen Manoj
Pande, the government announced
Tuesday night, ending speculations on
the key appointment. Lt Gen Dwivedi,
who has vast operational experience
along the frontiers with China and
Pakistan, is presently serving as Vice
Chief of the Army Staff. 

MOHAN CHARAN MAJHI

MAJHI
IS BJP’S MAN

UKRAINE WAR



Mumbai: The Hindi film industry has
undergone a significant transforma-
tion, evolving from classic romantic
movies to diverse genres that resonate
with the masses. Filmmakers are now
embracing new kinds of  filmmaking and
narratives, which are being received
well at the box office, and the success
of  films like the latest horror comedy
Munjya is proof. 

Now, Zareen Khan has expressed her
enthusiasm for this evolving trend. She
mentioned her desire to be a part of
scripts that are not only challenging
but also resonating with au-
diences. “I’m excited to be
part of  this change and ea-
gerly looking forward to being
a part of  scripts where I have
the scope to showcase my
acting capabilities. I am
ready to embrace new chal-
lenges and I’ve always be-
lieved in pushing my bound-
aries to explore diverse
characters,” she said.

In her career, Zareen
Khan has taken on roles in
films such as Veer, Hate
Story 3, Hum Bhi Akele
Tum Bhi Akele and 1921,
consistently setting
higher benchmarks
with each performance.
She is eager to continue
this journey, seeking out roles
that allow her to grow and con-
nect  with  audiences  in  
meaningful ways.      AGENCIES

Samantha embraces
holistic wellness

DENISE RICHARDS RETURNS TO 
REALITY TV WITH NEW SERIES

leisure
American actress Denise Richards - who
previously starred in Denise Richards: It’s
Complicated 16 years ago - has announced plans
for a new programme called Denise Richards and
the Wild Things on E!, following her life with
husband Aaron Phypers and her children.

All About That Bass hitmaker Meghan Trainor admitted
she wishes people weren’t still talking about her intimate
confession. Trainor regrets opening up about intimate
struggles with her husband in the bedroom.  The 30-year-
old singer previously discussed her sex life with husband
Daryl Sabara saying making love with him was painful. 
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AQUARIUS
The game is set; you are put
up against those who are
holding a grudge against you
and are waiting for an opportunity to pull
you down. But, you are confident, skilful,
and know your strengths very well. No
matter how hard the opponents try, they
will be no match to you, predicts Ganesha. 

PISCES
You will find yourself in a
philosophical state of mind
today. You will be able to see
things for what they really are, rather
than what they appear to be. You are
unlikely to try and swim against the flow
today, given your mental state. 

SAGITTARIUS
Work is likely to keep you on
toes. At work place, you and
your opinions will be in
demand. Those who are associated with
stock exchange and shares will be happy
to gain profits during the afternoon. Wait
and watch the end result in the evening.

LIBRA
Ganesha says today you
may be able to undertake
travel for business or pleas-
ure purposes. It may be a busy day for
you work wise and you may not be able to
completely focus on your family or family
issues. Try your luck in the stock market
today, as it may prove beneficial to you. If
there are certain issues or problems they
will be sorted out today because of your
varied skills and past experiences. 

SCORPIO
Try to take a chill pill as you
may be worried about petty
issues today. Do not let
them hinder your happiness and take a
toll on your health. However, the day
looks promising towards the end. Friends
are just a phone call away, call them and
set out for a destination unknown to
destress and rejuvenate.

LEO
You will see some change in
your daily schedule today. It
is a good day to start a new
job or business activity. You will focus
more attention on your personality today.
You will try to improve yourself and bring
your hidden talents to the fore. Make the
most of this opportunity to implement
your plans, says Ganesha.

VIRGO
Ganesha says you realise
the importance of family
matters today. You have
great skills when it comes to negotiations,
and you will use them in settling disputes
amicably. Ganesha says you have learned
the lessons of life on staying level-headed,
and that you keenly believe that opposi-
tion eventually leads to progress.

GEMINI
Routine work bores you, and
today you will go all out to
break free from the shackles
of boredom. The results, however, may
not be as dramatic. You will have to
depend on your children, if any, to rescue
you from the tyranny of routine. 

CANCER
You wish to display your
social prestige and mone-
tary clout in front of your
relatives. But you have to pay a heavy
price for that. Your past experience will
teach you something, which will stand in
good stead for future dealings.

ARIES
You are enthusiastic about
mixing with people today,
and you will feel like com-
bining business and leisure. You will be
encouraged to take part in group activi-
ties as you have the ability to work and
have fun at the same time. Ganesha
says that as a matter of fact you may
emerge wiser from others' ideas.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
Professionals in all spheres
of work are due for a field
day today. The day will be
particularly outstanding for
Administrators and executives are likely
to get richer by the end of the day. Even
if you are engaged in some other work,
you will stand out and get noticed for
your overall excellence. 

CAPRICORN
Though you leave no stone
unturned to identify the
opportunities coming your
way, you need to keep your guards on
whenever you are a part of a legal mat-
ter. Financially, you're likely to bear
some heavy losses, and if you're a
dealer or a broker, the chances of suf-
fering from them are even higher. Take
some precautionary measures well in
advance, advises Ganesha.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

TRAINOR REGRETS INTIMATE 
CONFESSION ABOUT LOVE LIFE

Hyderabad: Renowned actress
Samantha Ruth Prabhu, known
for her commitment to holistic
wellness, recently shared a
serene glimpse into her medi-
tation session at Sadhguru’s
Isha Foundation. 

Samantha Tuesday took to
Instagram to post a series of
pictures from her visit, ex-
pressing her gratitude and in-

sights gained from the ex-
perience.

In her Instagram post,
The Family Man 2 ac-

tress shared about
the privilege of  find-
ing a guru who can
illuminate one’s life

with wisdom and
c o m p a s s i o n .  S h e
wrote, “So many of
us search for a Guru
or mentor. When you
find one with the in-
tensity, perception
and compassion to
light up your life, it
is a rare privilege. If
you want a piece of
wisdom, you have
t o  s e a rch  i n  t h e
wo rl d .  B e c a u s e
everyday things are

being thrown at
you, it’s become
e a s y.  Yo u ’ r e

thinking

this is normal. This is not
normal. You must work
hard for it .  And just
knowing is not enough.
Implementation of
this knowledge is
what  tr uly  mat -
ters.”

Samantha’s
commitment to
wellness is not
new.

She has long
been an advo-
cate of  healing
treatments and
holistic health
practices. Her
visit to the Isha
Foundation is
another step in
her journey to-
wards mental
and spiritual
well-being.

On the profes-
sional front, Samantha
is preparing for her role
in the upcoming web se-
ries  Citadel :  Hone y
Bunny, where she will
star alongside  Varun
Dhawan. 

This project marks
h e r  re t u r n  t o  t h e
screen after a year-
long hiatus due to
h e r  d i a g n o s i s  o f
Myositis,  an au-
toimmune condi-
tion, in 2022.

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar: Three Odia movies
headlined by four top stars are set to
clash this Raja festival.

Ajay Padhi-directed and Anubhav
Mohanty starrer courtroom drama
Ku h u d i  w i l l  re l e a s e  Ju n e  1 4 .
Produced by Himadri Tanaya Das
under the banner of  Camera Queen
Production, the movie  is based on

child custody issue.
Dipanwit Das Mohapatra,

Prakruti Mishra, Supriya Nayak,
Kuna Tripathy and Sukumar
Tudu play other key roles in the film.

Chandrabanshi, a multistarrer is
the next to hit the screens the same
day. It is a contemporary take on the
epic  Mahabharata. Helmed by di-
rectors duo Yash and Sunil, the en-

semble cast of  the movie includes
Sidhant Mohapatra, Akash Das Nayak,
Sritam Das, Raj Rajesh, Poonam
Mishra, Jasmin Rath, Lipsa Mishra,
Usasi Mishra, Rishi, Vivash, Prativa
Panda, Smita Mohanty, Rajkumar,
Tapas Sargharia, Daitari Panda and
Bapi Ray. Pritam Sahu will make his

debut in the movie being
made under Anasmish

production.
Loosely based on

true event, third movie
Pabar is a political one

led by Babushaan Mohanty
with Elina Samantaray playing the fe-
male lead.

The plot of  the movie revolves around
simpleton Benudhar Kandi who be-
longs to a small village of  Gumagarh

in Odisha. He does not have big ex-
pectations until circumstances force him
join politics.

Directed by Ashok Pati and pro-
duced by Tripti Satpathy, the movie
will be released June 12. PNN

Sidhant, Anubhav, Babushaan, Akash to clash at box office

RAJA 
RELEASES

Mumbai: Actor Aditi Rao Hydari is en-
joying a special phase of  her life -- both on
a professional and a personal level. She has
been getting rave reviews for her per-
formance in web series, Heeramandi, and
has started a new chapter with her long-
time boyfriend Siddharth by getting en-
gaged. Now, she says she is cherishing
every moment spent with him.

Asked how she is balancing her per-
sonal life with the demands of  her pro-
fessional career, the actor says, “By enjoying
the present. By laughing together and by
knowing we are on the same team, re-
gardless of  what’s happening around us”.

Aditi and Siddharth have remained
tight-lipped about their relationship. It is
believed that the two fell in love with each
other on the sets of  their film, Maha
Samundram in 2021. 

Opening up about her relationship with
Siddharth and how it has influenced her
work and personal growth, she says, “I
respect his immense talent, his integrity
and intentions, both as an artist and as a
human being and I value his honesty. I
know he wants the best for me”.

The actor is humbled by the apprecia-
tion coming her way, and mentions, “I am
enjoying being in the present and savour-
ing all the love”.

“I am grateful to my director, Sanjay
Leela Bhansali for his artistry and affec-
tion. I hope for more such invaluable ex-
periences that give me so much appreci-
ation and evolution as an artist,” 
she adds. AGENCIES

Aditi on special
phase of her life

‘Have always
believed in pushing

boundaries’
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AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, June 11: The
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
Tuesday staked its claim to form
the next government in Odisha.

The BJP Legislature Party,
which met here under the su-
pervision of  two Central ob-
servers - Union Ministers
Rajnath Singh and Bhupender
Yadav, unanimously elected four-
time MLA from Keonjhar (ST)
Assembly seat Mohan Charan
Majhi as its leader and the Chief
Minister.

The BJP Legislature Party
also named six-time MLA from
Patnagarh Assembly con-
stituency Kanak Vardhan Singh
Deo and first-time MLA from
Nimapara Pravati Parida as the
two Deputy Chief  Ministers.

Rajnath announced the names
of  Majhi as Chief  Minister and
the two Deputy Chief  Ministers
soon after the legislature party
meeting.

The BJP team, led by Rajnath,
later met Governor Raghubar
Das at Raj Bhawan and stake
claim to form the next govern-
ment in the state.

Chief  Minister-designate
Majhi ,  and De puty Chief

Minister-designates KV Singh
Deo and Pravati Parida also
accompanied Rajnath to the
Raj Bhawan.

Other leaders also who ac-
companied the team to the Raj
Bhavan were Bhupender Yadav,

Vijaypal Singh Tomar (party
in-charge of  Odisha), Union
M i n i s t e r  D h a r m e n d r a
Pradhan, Ashwini Vaishnaw,
BJP national vice-president
Baijayant Panda, state BJP
president Manmohan Samal
and BJP general secretary
Sunil Bansal.

The Governor welcomed the
Chief  Minister-designate and
felicitated him with a silver fil-
igree replica of  Sun Temple
wheel. He also felicitated other
BJP team members.

The swearing-in ceremony of
the BJP government will be held
at  Janata Maidan here
Wednesday which will be graced
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, several Central BJP
leaders  besides  the Chief
Ministers of  at least seven BJP
ruled states, party sources said.

The BJP has won 78 of  the
total 147 Assembly seats in the
2024 election in Odisha.

BJP stakes claim to form govt

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 11: The
Commissionerate Police Tuesday
issued a traffic advisory for the
BJP government’s swearing-in
ceremony scheduled to be held
at  Janata  Maidan here,
Wednesday. 

“To ensure better regulation
and free flow of  traffic in the
interest of  general public, by
virtue of  power conferred by
Odisha Urban Police Act, 2003
and in  pursuance  of  the
Regulation 36 of  Bhubaneswar-
Cuttack Police Commissionerate
regulations, 2008, traffic re-
strictions and parking arrange-
ments are made for better con-
venience of  general public,” the
circular said. 

No vehicle will be allowed to
ply from Jaydev Vihar Square to
Nalco Square road and vice-
versa, and the connecting
lanes/bylanes June 12, from 2pm
to 7pm or till the end of  the func-
tion excluding the vehicles pro-
vided with pass.

Buses coming from Cuttack
will be diverted from Acharya
Vihar Square towards Apollo
Hospital lane while those com-
ing from Khurda side will take
the service road after Jaydev
Vihar flyover and turn towards
Apollo Hospital lane. Buses
coming from Nandankanan side
will be diverted from Omfed
Square. All the buses will have
common dropping point at
OSAP 7th battalion gate.

Similarly, four-wheelers com-

ing from Cuttack side will take
the service road after Rasulgarh
flyover and will be diverted to-
wards Apollo Hospital lane. Four-
wheelers coming from Khurda
side will take the service road
after Jaydev Vihar flyover and
will be diverted towards Apollo
Hospital lane. Likewise, four-
wheelers  coming from
Nandankanan side will be di-
verted from Nalco Square and
proceed towards Sainik school
campus and park their vehicles
there. The restrictions will not
be applicable for emergency ve-
hicles (Fire and Ambulance). 

Twin ci ty  Police
Commissioner Sanjeeb Panda
requested the public for coop-
eration and advised to plan their
routes accordingly.

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

Security beefed up for oath-taking ceremony
BHUBANESWAR: With the
BJP government’s swearing-in
ceremony scheduled at Janata
Maidan Wednesday,  the
Commissionerate Police have
made elaborate arrangements
by deploying 67 platoons of  se-
curity personnel for the high-
profile event.

Addressing the media here
Tuesday, twin city Police
Commissioner Sanjeeb Panda
said the route connecting
Airport to Governor House
would be cordoned off  by the se-
curity personnel, in view of

several VIPs attending the event.
The dignitaries, who would at-
tend the swearing-in ceremony,
include  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Cabinet min-
isters and Chief  Ministers of
at least seven BJP-ruled states.

Following the brief  visit to the
Governor House, the Prime
Minister would be escorted to
Janata Maidan in a high-secu-
rity carcade, he added. 

Panda stated that three DIGs,
13 DCP-rank officers, 18 addi-
tional DCP-rank officers, 58
ACPs, 94 inspectors, and 312
SIs & ASIs have been deployed
for the event. This apart, three
Special Task Force (STF) units
and one ODRAF unit has been
kept in alert along with bomb
squad for emergency situa-
tion, he added.  

Traffic advisory for swearing-in event
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 11:  According
to  a  recent  re por t  by  the
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR), eleven out of  71
ministers in the new council of
ministers have declared their
highest educational qualifica-
tions as 12th standard. 

Besides, 28 ministers have

criminal cases against them
with 19 of  them facing serious
charges such as attempted mur-
der, crimes against women and
hate speech, the poll rights
body said.

In the third term of  Modi gov-
ernment, 15 per cent of  ministers
have their educational qualifi-
cations up to 12th standard while
80 per cent of  ministers, totaling

57, have qualifications of  a grad-
uate level or above, ADR re-
ported.

Specifically, 14 ministers have
declared themselves as graduates,
holding a basic university de-
gree while 26 ministers have
postgraduate degrees.

An additional 10 ministers
have professional graduate de-
grees, indicating specialised ed-
ucation in fields such as law, en-
gineering or medicine.

Furthermore, seven minis-
ters have achieved the high-
est level of  academic attain-
ment by earning doctorate
degrees.

Meanwhile, ADR said among
the ministers facing criminal
cases, two have declared cases re-
lated to attempt to murder under
Indian Penal Code section 307.

They are Shantanu Thakur,
minister of  state for ports, shipping
and waterways, and Sukanta
Majumdar, minister of  state for ed-
ucation and Development of  North
Eastern Region, the ADR said.

Similarly, five ministers have
cases related to crimes against
women. ADR also reported that
99 per cent of  the ministers
are crorepatis with average
assets among them amount-
ing to `107.94 crore.

Among the ministers, six
stands out for their particularly
high asset declarations, each ex-
ceeding ̀ 100 crore, the ADR said.

66% ministers aged 51 to 70yrs 
New Delhi: Out of 71, 47 ministers -- accounting for 66 per cent -- in the new
council of ministers have declared their age between 51 and 70 years. The
report analysed 71 ministers, providing insights into the age distribution with-
in this group. The data indicates that a significant majority of the ministers
fall within the age bracket of 51 to 70 years. Specifically, 66 per cent of the
ministers, amounting to 47 individuals, are within this age range. Breaking
down this category further, 22 ministers are aged between 51 and 60 years,
while the remaining 25 are between 61 and 70 years old.In the younger age
brackets, 24 per cent of the ministers are aged between 31 and 50 years. This
group includes 17 ministers, with two ministers in the 31-40 age range and 15 min-
isters in the 41-50 age range. The report also identified a small but noteworthy seg-
ment of the ministers who are aged between 71 and 80 years. This group consists
of seven ministers, representing 10 per cent of the total analysed.

MODI GOVT MINISTERS

‘Eleven 12th pass; 28 
have criminal cases’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 11: BJP leader
Ashwini Vaishnaw took charge
of  the  Rai lway as  wel l  as
Information and Broadcasting
ministry Tuesday. He also retained
his electronics and IT portfolio
by assuming charge of  Electronics
and IT Ministry (MeitY).

Addressing the media as Union
Railways Minister, Vaishnaw said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has brought a lot of  reforms in
railways in the past 10 years such
as electrification of  rail routes,
laying of  new tracks, introduc-

tion of  new types of  trains and re-
development of  stations.

“PM Modi has a special emo-
tional connection with railways,
and he has entrusted me the re-
sponsibility to further his trans-
formative vision to ensure that
Indian Railways remains an af-
fordable and convenient mode of
transport for the general pub-
lic,” he said.“Railway connects
common people, it plays a huge
role. Railways runs continuously
24X7. We shall work as a team to
take it forward under the guid-
ance of  PM Modi,” he said.

Later, taking charge of  MeitY,
Vaishnaw said the government
will push ahead with its tech-

driven agenda of  cementing
India’s global lead in semicon-
ductor and electronics manu-
facturing, and as a technology
and digital hub.

He vowed that the government
would build on the past mo-
mentum and leverage the power
of  technology and digital solu-
tions to improve lives of  people.

Vaishnaw said his efforts will
be to ensure that technology
continues to bring positive
changes in the lives of  people
in the country, and that it em-
powers youth with a promising
future driven by new-age tech.

Women with sleep loss
condition insomnia may
be at significant risk of

developing ovarian cancer, said
experts Tuesday. 

Insomnia is a common sleep
disorder that can make it diffi-
cult for a person to fall asleep or
stay asleep. 

People with the condition are
also likely to wake up too early
and not be able to get back to
sleep. They may continue to feel
tired after waking up.

“Insomnia, commonly linked
to stress and anxiety, may also
play a role in the risk and sur-
vival rates of  ovarian cancer
patients. Research suggests that
disturbed sleep patterns could
heighten inflammation and
weaken the immune system, po-
tentially fostering cancer
g rowth,”  Kinjal  Kothari ,
Associate Consultant - Obstetrics
and Gynecolo g y,  Manipal

Hospital, Goa, told IANS. 
A recent study published in the

Lancet shows that treating in-
somnia in high-grade ovarian
cancers can improve survival.
The study also proposed that
treating insomnia may be able
to prevent ovarian cancer. 

Cancer incidence and preva-
lence are on a rising trend.
With the trend, there is a blaz-
ing need to study the pat-
terns of  the disease and
ways to improve the
survival and qual-
ity of  life of  the
patient. 

“Sleep disor-
ders are com-
mon among can-
cer patients. It
may be a sleep-
less or abnormal
sleep-wake cycle;
probably more than
half  of  the patients are af-

fected. The pa-
tient’s quality
of  life is nega-

t ively  im-
pacted,” Karthik

K S, Consultant
Surgical Oncology,

KMC Hospital ,

Mangalore, told IANS.
Sleep symptoms may also be

due to the psychological impact
(like anxiety and depression) of
the disease on the patient and the
family, the doctor said. 

“Patients may have sleep loss
because of  pain and pressure

symptoms of  the cancer. Side
effects and complications of
treatment like nausea and vom-
iting can also affect sleep,”
Karthik said.

MA Raja, Director and Senior
Consultant - Medical Oncology,
MGM Cancer Institute,
Chennai told IANS that sleep
disorders, such as insomnia,
are known to increase the
risk of  breast and ovarian
cancers and negatively affect
their prognosis.

“Sleep is essential for the
human body, intricately in-
volved in endocrine, metabolic,

and immunoregulatory path-
ways, which are also implicated
in various cancers. These shared
pathways may account for the in-
creased risk of  sleep distur-
bances among cancer patients,
with insomnia being the most
prevalent,” the doctor said. 

Moreover, insomnia often leads
to poorer mental health, which
can indirectly affect treatment
adherence and overall well-being
during cancer  therapy.
Understanding this connection
underscores the importance of
addressing sleep disturbances
in cancer care. 

“Developing tailored inter-
ventions, such as cognitive be-
havioural therapy for insomnia,
could potentially improve out-
comes for ovarian cancer pa-
tients by promoting better sleep
and bolstering resilience against
the disease,” Kinjal said.

IANS

Insomnia loss can raise risk of ovarian, breast cancer
A recent study published in the

Lancet shows that treating
insomnia in high-grade ovarian
cancers can improve survival 

The study also proposed that
treating insomnia may be able to

prevent ovarian cancer

Sleep disorders, such as
insomnia, are known to

increase the risk of breast
and ovarian cancers and

negatively affect their
prognosis
KARTHIK KS I 
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ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, June 11:
Twenty pro g ressive
farmers/farmwomen were fe-
licitated for outstanding con-
tribution in agriculture sector at
‘Millionaire Farmer’s of  India
(MFOI) Samridh Kisan Utsav’
organised by ICAR- Central
Insti tute  of  F reshwater
Aquaculture (CIFA) and Krishi
Vigyan Kendra (KVK) – Khurda
in association with Krishi
Jagaran and Mahindra Tractors
at VG Jhingran auditorium here,
Tuesday.

ICAR-CIFA director PK Sahoo
graced the occasion as chief
guest and appreciated the ef-

forts by Krishi Jagaran for dis-
seminating knowledge to farm-
ing communities in agriculture
and allied sectors.

Sahoo also valued the attempts
by KVK-Khurda for enhancing
the income of  the farmers as
well as improving the socio-eco-
nomic status of  the agrarian
community.

Senior scientist at ICAR-CIFA
and head of  KVK-Khurda
Harapriya Nayak briefed about
the Samridh Kisan Utsav pro-
gramme.

Scientists from KVK-Khurda
Surendra Singh, PR Sahoo and
Sukanti Behera encouraged the
farmers to practice scientific
means of  agricultural.

KIIT students
excel in JEE
Advanced exam

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar,  June 11:
Students of  KIIT International
School have once again demon-
strated their dedication and
brilliance by achieving praise-
worthy success in the JEE
Advanced examinations.

Anish Darika secured All
India Rank (AIR) 109 while
Sailesh Kumar Sahoo attained
AIR 1849. Subhankara Dash
secured AIR 2638, Aditya
Pradhan secured AIR 2887 and
Asutosh Maharana secured
AIR of  3080.

KIIT and KISS founder
Achyuta Samanta extended
his heartfelt congratulations to
the achievers and praised their
success and dedication, which
have brought great pride to
the institution. 

Vaishnaw takes charge of Railways, I&B, MeitY 

AT LORD’S SERVICE: Maharana servitors busy preparing wheels of chariots for the upcoming Rath Yatra at Jagannath Temple in Chandini Chowk area of
Cuttack, Tuesday OP PHOTO
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Bhubaneswar, June 11: The
BJP, all set to form its maiden
government in Odisha, Tuesday
invited BJD president and out-
going chief  minister Naveen
Patnaik for the swearing-in
ceremony.

The first invitation card for the
ceremony was, however, given to
Lord Jagannath in Puri.

A five-member delegation led
by the BJP Odisha unit presi-
dent Manmohan Samal went to
Naveen Niwas and formally in-
vited him to attend the swearing-
in ceremony.

Senior leaders such as Suresh
Pujari, Basanta Panda, Samir
Mohanty and Nityananda Gond
accompanied Samal.

“Naveen Babu has accepted
the invitation and assured us
that he would attend the cere-
mony,” Samal told reporters.

Meanwhile, a group of  MLA
elects comprising Pravati
Parida,  Prithiviraj
Harichandan, Irashish Acharya
and Ashrit Patnaik went to the
Jagannath temple in Puri to
invite the Lord for the cere-
mony.

“It is our Odia tradition to in-
vite Lord Jagannath on all aus-

picious occasions. Therefore,
we have come to invite the Lord.
The party seeks his blessings,”
Parida said.

The BJP state president
said that the party would also
invite the president of  the
Odisha Pradesh Congress
Committee (OPCC) and other
political parties to the swear-
ing-in ceremony.

This apart, Samal said all the
people who have earned name
and fame for the state will also
be invited.Preparations are in the
final stage at the Janata Maidan,
the venue for the oath-taking
ceremony. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, central minis-
ters and chief  ministers of  many
BJP-ruled states are likely to at-
tend it.

20 farmers feted at 
Samridh Kisan Utsav

Patnaik to attend swearing-in ceremony 
A group of MLAs 
comprising Pravati
Parida, Prithiviraj
Harichandan, Irashish
Acharya and Ashrit
Patnaik went to the
Jagannath temple in
Puri to invite the Lord
for the ceremony

Bhubaneswar: A 31-year-old
motorcyclist, reportedly an
assistant of CM-designate Mohan
Majhi, died when a speeding car
caused a series mishap in front of
the CBI office at Unit VIII under
Nayapalli police station here,
Tuesday. According to sub-inspector
(SI) of Nayapalli PS, Biswambar
Pradhan, the investigating officer
(IO) of the incident, “The deceased
has been identified as Chandan
Mohapatra, a resident of Nayapalli
here. Prima facie, the white-colour
car with three-people onboard came
at a very high speed and hit another
car and two-motorcycles in front of
CBI office at around 11am.” Three
persons, including a 40-year-old
woman who is undergoing
treatment at Capital Hospital, have
sustained grievous injuries in the
accident, said a senior police
official at Nayapalli police station.
The SI said the situation remained
tense in the area following the
accident as irate locals mobbed the
driver of the speeding car.
However, the cops rushed to the
spot and placated the angry locals.
As per preliminary inquiry, said SI
Pradhan, the three men in the car
were not in an inebriated condition
during the accident. “We have
initiated a probe into the incident
and would soon nab the accused,”
he said.

Majhi’s asst dies 
in series mishap
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, June 11: Drinking water
supply to the households in Keonjhar
town has been severely disrupted after
the reservoir created by Badaghagara
dam on Machhakandana river in this
district dried up this summer season.  

As a result, residents of  the town
have been going through horrid times
as taps in their homes have stopped
supplying drinking water. This has
sparked resentment and anger among
the town’s inhabitants. This has come
at a time when extreme heatwave and
humidity this summer season has made
life intolerable for people. 

The situation might go out of  hands
if  the heatwave sees no let-up and the
area does not get rainfall in the 

coming days.  
Badaghagara dam was built on the

Machhakandana river  in  pre -
Independence period when former roy-
also used to rule the district.  

After construction of  the dam, river
water was lifted from the reservoir and
supplied as drinking water to the res-
idents in Keonjhar town. However, with
passage of  time, the water retaining
capacity of  the reservoir has declined.
It went completely dry this year lead-
ing to disruption in drinking water
supply to the town households.  

Residents have failed to meet their
drinking water needs with minimum
water supply in their homes. The prob-
lem is not of  a day or two but has been
persisting for a long period due sharp
decline in water level in the dam’s 

reservoir. 
The problem is mostly acute from

Ward No. 1 to Ward No. 7. The resi-
dents in these wards are passing
through a difficult time due to lack of
drinking water supply to their house-
holds and are now dependent on the
tube wells in the area. However, getting
even a bucket of  water from the tube
well is not an easy task as there is al-
ways a long queue of  people waiting
for their turn to fill water. 

Furthermore, most of  the tube wells
have become defunct in majority of  the
areas while the ponds present in most
of  the wards have either dried up or lying
in unusable condition due to renovation
works. 

T he authorit ies  of  Keonjhar
Municipality and the Public Health de-
partment officials have started sup-
plying drinking water through tankers
but the move has failed to alleviate the
problems of  the residents. This is be-
cause people have to wait in a long
queue to take a bucket of  water from the
tanker. A resident Duryodhan Nayak of
Ward No. 7 said that he had never seen
the river and the reservoir go com-
pletely dry in his life time.

When contacted, Executive Engineer
Narad Rath of  Public Health and
Engineering department said the de-
partment has been using a diesel motor
pump to lift water from the reservoir
after water level declined one and half
months back due to lack of  rainfall.
He warned that it will be impossible to
supply water to the households in com-
ing days if  the area does not experi-
ence rainfall soon. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Ganjam, June 11: Kewda flower
plant, which is found in many coastal
areas of  the country, is considered a
cash crop for farmers in Ganjam 
district. 

The coastal areas of  Ganjam district
have the maximum concentration of
Kewda forests in the country. Moreover,
Kewda has also been cultivated here
since ages as the flower is consid-
ered to be an asset for the farmers of
this district. 

Apart from the flower, other parts
of  the Kewda plant are also com-
mercially exploited in the district. 

Kewda is  mainly  g rown in
Chhatrapur, Chikiti, and Rangeilunda
blocks, while it is also cultivated in
Khallikote, Patrapur, and Kanishi
blocks. Villages such as Kelua Palli,
Indrakhi, Tulu, Chandanbadi,
Golabandha, Sanapadar, Mananti,
Bishwanathpur and Markandi are
known for their large Kewda flower
plantations. 

The Kewda plant grows up to 4-6 me-
tres in height. Lingraj Sahu, who
grows Kewda flower in Indrakhi vil-
lage, said that the plantation consti-
tutes the lifeline for many farmers in
various blocks of  the district. 

The Kewda plant blooms three
times a year - between April to May,
July to September, and December to
February. The plant starts blooming
when it is about five to seven years old.
It is said that as the tree ages, it pro-
duces more flowers. An 18 to 20-year-
old Kewda plant can produce around
40 flowers, while a plant aged between
30 and 40 years gives a yield of  around
40 to 60 flowers. 

The Kewda plant thrives well in the
coastal sandy soil. Harvesters, or agents,
collect the flowers and bring those to

distillation units. Fresh and mature
Kewda flowers are sold at prices rang-
ing from `15 to 40 per each flower.

The petals and the lower part of
the Kewda flower are removed, and the
filaments are separated, before they
are placed in large brass or copper ves-
sels for distillation. The hot vapor
through the flowers is passed through
a paraffin filtration system, and,
thereafter, through a low-tempera-
ture condensation system (roots) to
extract the essence. About 15 to 20
milligrams of  essence can be ex-
tracted from approximately one thou-
sand flowers. 

The high-quality essence collected
from these flowers is sold at prices
amounting to lakhs of  rupees. One litre
of  Kewda flower essence usually
fetches over `4 lakh in the interna-
tional market. However, it is alleged
that the farmers in Ganjam get any-
thing between `10,000-15,000 as pro-
ceeds of  sale of  one litre of  the essence.

There is a significant demand for
Kewda flower essence in the inter-
national market. Annually, the Kewda
flower trade generates around ̀ 50 -60
crore rupees. The essence is particu-
larly used in the manufacturing of
pan masala, zarda, sherbet, sweets,
incense sticks, and medicinal products.
The essence is sold to various states
and countries, providing a good source
of  income to the farmers. 

Noted social worker Natabar Sahu

said there are around 170 to 180 Kewda
flower distillation units in Ganjam dis-
trict, benefiting around 5 lakh har-
vesters. There are about 1.5 lakh peo-
ple involved in the trade.

Aju Nayak, a Kewda flower har-
vester, said that the industry in
Berhampur has been adversely af-
fected, particularly due to cyclones like
Phailin which destroyed around 30 per
cent of  the Kewda forests in the coastal
areas of  Ganjam district. However, ef-
forts to regenerate Kewda forests
have provided a renewed source of
livelihood to the harvesters. Training
programmes have been conducted at
regular intervals to examine the qual-
ity and requirements of  the flowers.
Despite this, there has been some dis-
satisfaction among the harvesters
due to a perceived reduction in the sup-
port and incentives provided, he said.

The Odisha University of
Agriculture and Technology (OUAT),
along with other research institutions,
have decided to provide technical as-
sistance and encouragement to Kewda
flower harvesters. However, these ini-
tiatives have not yet been fully im-
plemented. Locals said if  the necessary
governmental incentives are provided,
the harvesters would greatly benefit. 

Apart from the Kewda essence busi-
ness, some harvesters also make hand-
icraft products such as baskets, mats,
trays, and chairs from Kewda leaves,
supplementing their income. 

Kewda, lifeline of Ganjam farmers

Badaghagara reservoir goes
dry; water supply disrupted

AUTHORITIES OF KEONJHAR MUNICIPALITY AND THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIALS HAVE STARTED SUPPLYING DRINKING WATER THROUGH TANKERS BUT 

THE MOVE HAS FAILED TO ALLEVIATE THE RESIDENTS’ WOES

BSF jawan’s 
mutilated body
found on rly tracks;
suicide suspected
POST NEWS NETWORK

Koraput, June 11: Government
Railway Police (GRP) recovered
the mutilated body of  a Border
Security Force (BSF) jawan
from the railway tracks of
Koraput-Rayagada line near
New Colony at Landiguda in
Koraput district Tuesday. 

The deceased has been iden-
tified as Dhrubaraj Pradhan, a
resident of  Jharsuguda district,
police said. 

As per reports, Pradhan was
posted at a BSF camp in the lo-
cality and had been residing
with his wife in Koraput.
Sources said there was a heated
argument between the couple
Monday night for some un-
known reason. Following the
tiff, Dhrubaraj left home late
in the night and went near the
railway tracks in front of  New
Colony on his bike. 

Locals spotted the mutilated
body of  the BSF personnel lying
on the railway tracks Tuesday
morning and informed the po-
lice. The head of  the jawan was
found lying 50 feet away from
the torso.

However, the cause behind
his death is yet to be ascertained.
Upon being informed, BSF au-
thorities along with officials
from GRP, Koraput and Town
PS reached the spot and seized
the body after a detailed inves-
tigation. They sent the body to
Koraput DHH for post-mortem.
After preliminary probe, police
suspected that Pradhan might
have committed suicide follow-
ing the family feud. 

DIVINE WEDDING: Women take part in a procession bidding farewell to Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati following the completion of
their wedding rituals for Sital Sasthi festival at Kansaripada in Sambalpur, Tuesday OP PHOTO

Jilted youth kills girlfriend
over denial of marriage 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bissam Katak, June 11: In
a shocking incident, a youth
allegedly killed his girl-
friend and threw her body
in a forest near Kiribiri
Chowk under this police
limits in Rayagada district
Monday over her family
members’ denial of  their
marriage. 

The deceased was iden-
tified as Nitu Nauri of  Block
Colony under this police
limits and the accused as her
boyfriend Manual Sabar, a
resident of  Marathiguda
under Gunupur police 
limits.    

According to the family

members of  the deceased,
Manual had a relationship
with Nitu for long and was
often coming to their resi-
dence. Manual wanted to
marry Nitu, but her fam-
ily rejected his marriage
proposal. Manual called
Nitu over phone Monday
afternoon and tried to con-
vince her for marriage.
However, when she refused
to marry him, he killed her
and threw her body in the 
forest. 

Later Manual surren-
dered before police at
Gunupur police station.
However, Gunupur police
handed over the accused to
officials at Bissam Katak

police station under whose
jurisdiction the crime was
committed. 

Informed, police reached
the spot, seized the body
and sent it to hospital for
post-mortem. Police then
initiated an investigation
into the incident with the
help of  a scientific team to
ascertain the exact reason
behind her death. 

On the other hand, fam-
ily members of  the deceased
have demanded strict ac-
tion against the accused.
Demanding justice to the
bereaved family, villagers
blocked the main road con-
necting  Raya g ada to
Bhawanipatna. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, June 11: The owner
of  a confectionary unit died
Tuesday after a speeding truck
ran over his vehicle on National
Highway-143. 

The deceased, identified as
Dinanath Mittal of  Biramitrapur,
in his early 30s, was coming to-
wards Rourkela in his car.
Meanwhile a truck coming from
the opposite side lost its balance
and rammed into his car killing
him on the spot near Gobara
Chowk on NH-143  under
Biramitrapur police limits. The
impact was so severe that the
front part of  the car was com-
pletely mangled and passers-by had
to pull him out of  the vehicle.

Informed, police rushed to the
spot and started an investiga-
tion. Biramitrapur SDPO Susant
Das said that the driver of  the
truck absconded after the accident
and a probe has been launched.

Bizman dies in accident
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M ohan Charan Majhi, 52, is all set to take oath as the fifteenth
Chief  Minister of  Orissa and the first from the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). After twenty-four long years, the coastal

state has got a new leader as the people had voted in support of  change
in the recently held simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha and the
state Assembly. The son of  a watchman, Majhi has always been asso-
ciated with the BJP and has had held leadership positions in the party’s
Adivasi Morcha. The tribal leader had started his political career as
a sarpanch and is a four-time MLA from Keonjhar. He was also the
Opposition Chief  Whip in the out going Assembly. Moments after
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh announced his name as the BJP leg-
islature party’s unanimous choice for the top post, Majhi said: “Due
to the blessings of  Lord Jagannath, the BJP achieved majority in
Odisha and is going to form the government in the state. I would like
to thank the 4.5 crore Odias who voted for change.” Majhi is also the
third tribal Chief  Minister of  Orissa, the first two being the Congress’
Hemananda Biswal and Giridhar Gamang. 

Majhi has two deputies – Kanak Vardhan Singh Deo, one of  the sen-
ior most BJP leaders of  the state, and Pravati Parida, a first-time MLA
from Nimapara in Puri district. Singh Deo, who had been the Urban
development minister in the Naveen Patnaik-led BJD-BJP coalition gov-
ernment in the state between 2000 and 2009, has experience in gover-
nance and is a prominent face of  the party from western Orissa.
Hailing from the erstwhile royal family of  Patnagarh, Singh Deo has
been a former president of  BJP’s Orissa unit. 

Pravati Parida, a former lawyer and social activist, has been the pres-
ident of  the women’s wing of  Orissa BJP. She is going to take oath as
the first woman Deputy Chief  Minister of  the state.

It is pertinent to note that by picking these three leaders for the top
posts, the BJP has tried to represent three regions of  the state – Majhi
from the north, Singh Deo from the west and Parida from coastal Orissa.

The people of  Orissa have great expectations from this new government
that is going to be sworn-in today. It is incumbent upon this BJP gov-
ernment to address the pressing issues plaguing the state for long, such
as migration of  labour, poverty, unemployment, soaring prices and re-
gional imbalance in prosperity.  

Only time will tell how issues of  the state are handled and whether
Orissa reaches new heights under the new dispensation which enjoys
not only a clear mandate but also the state is now under a 
Double Engine government situation with support from the government
at the Centre. 

R uskin Bond, one of  India’s
most beloved authors, re-
cently turned 90, an age

when many people have not just
retired, but retired twice. Some
have retired from a full-time job,
then retired from part-time bil-
liards. If  not billiards, then
bridge, poker or competitive
knitting. 

Others have retired from a
full-time job, grown tired of  being
retired, returned to the work-
force, grown tired of  being un-
retired, and retired again.

But Bond is not contemplating
retirement. “I might not be very
strong, but I can read and write,”
said the author, who has been
writing for 75 years, producing
hundreds of  short stories and
dozens of  books. “I can do 
my work.”

Writing is a good profession to
choose if  you plan to keep doing
it into your nineties. Nobody is
worried about a 90-year-old writer.
What’s the worst thing that can

happen -- dozing off  at your lap-
top, hitting the wrong key and
emailing your manuscript to
your plumber instead of  your
publisher? At least you’ll get a
compliment that “everything
flows very well.”

A number of  other profes-
sions can also be performed by
people in their 90s. Nobody really
cares how old you are, for ex-
ample, if  you are a hairstylist, as
long as you don’t keep giving
everyone a Marilyn Monroe cut.

Other professions are harder
to perform as you get older, partly
because of  age restrictions. You
can’t fly past the age of  65 as a com-
mercial pilot in most countries.
You have to give up your pilot’s
license before flying past 65.

Thankfully, for Doyle Archer,
there is no age restriction that
keeps him from driving a truck
in America. Archer was recently
recognised by Guinness World
Records  as  the  “oldest
truck/lorry/HGV driver (male)

at 90 years 55 days old.” 
Archer started driving trucks

more than 60 years ago, around
the time of  the British invasion,
when America just couldn’t re-
sist Paul, John, George and Ringo.

“I do not plan to retire any
time soon,” Archer told Guinness.
“As long as my health holds, I will
keep driving. I do not have the
word ‘retire’ in my vocabulary.”

He does not have the word ‘ac-
cident’ in his vocabulary either.
His employer for the last 20 years,
Coomes Inc. in Phillipsburg,
Kansas,  has named him a
“Million Mile Safe Driver” for
traveling 1 million miles without
an accident. One million miles,
in case you are wondering, is
the distance from Planet Earth
to whichever planet Robert F.
Kennedy Jr. is on.

Archer has actually driven 5.5
million miles in his career. That’s
like driving all the way around
the world 220 times, or just 22
times around Beyoncé’s and Jay-

Z’s mansion.
Archer has travelled through

48 US states and five Canadian
provinces. “Anything you can
haul in a truck, I have hauled it,”
he said. (We can probably as-
sume, however, that he has never
hauled classified documents
from Washington D.C. to Florida.)

But why keep working at 
age 90? 

Perhaps the question should
be “why not?” especially if  you’re
physically and mentally capa-
ble of  working, and feel the urge
to keep producing.

Of  course, Archer, Bond and
other working nonagenarians
are outliers. I love these types
of  outliers. Whether it’s George
Foreman winning the world
heavyweight boxing title at age
45 or Mick Jagger still rocking on
stage at age 80, outliers show us
what’s possible. They create new
boundaries, teach us that we
shouldn’t be too stuck on our be-
liefs, assumptions and even rules.

IDEAS FOR THE NEW GOVT
A

new government has
been sworn in, with
Narendra Modi taking
charg e  as  Prime

Minister for the third time. Even
though his party has not been
able to secure an absolute ma-
jority in the Lok Sabha, as on two
previous occasions, it is still
the largest single party. India’s
political history is more domi-
nated by governments formed
by coalitions than by parties
enjoying an absolute majority
mandate. So, after the last ten
years, India’s polity is reverting
to a configuration which is a
more common historic pattern.
This should not be surprising
for a country that exhibits an
incredible diversity in every con-
ceivable dimension. In that sense
the national election to the Lok
Sabha is not one, but 543 separate
elections. And they are fought on
issues which are mostly local. Of
course, there is sometimes a na-
tional wave attributed to a charis-
matic or powerful personality,
but more often than not, the elec-
toral victory determinant boils
down to local issues, more than
other factors.  

The national government has
responsibilities which are dis-
tinct from those of  the state
governments, as specified in
the Seventh Schedule of  the
Constitution. Over time there
has been a “creep” of  the turf  of
state governments being “en-
croached” by the Union gov-
ernment. This has often been ne-
cessitated by need to strengthen
or accelerate development
processes. So, programmes like
the National Food Security Act
of  2013 passed by the Central gov-
ernment, addresses issues like
food security, hunger and nu-
trition which are squarely the
domain of  states. The same goes
for employment (National Rural
Employment Guarantee), edu-
cation (Right to Education),
health insurance (Ayushman
Bharat) to name a few exam-
ples. Such national policy in-
tervention is supposed to sup-
plement or strengthen the states
and not to undermine their ef-
forts. But the very nature of  a
nationwide initiative has the
elements of  a “uniform” ap-
proach, which tends to paper
over regional differences. 

With that background, let’s
examine what are the pressing

priorities of  the new govern-
ment in Delhi, and what meas-
ures can be used to address
them. The most important issue
is that of  employment and liveli-
hood. A recent report by the
Institute of  Human Development
and Inter national Labour
Organisation said that 83 per
cent of  the unemployed were
youth below the age of  29. Thus,
tackling youth unemployment
is a very high priority. This chal-
lenge is further aggravated due
to two factors. First there is the
threat of  automation and arti-
ficial intelligence, which can
wipe out present employment op-
tions. According to a McKinsey
report, nearly 70 per cent of
manufacturing jobs in India are
vulnerable to this phenomenon.
The second factor is the wide
skills mismatch. We have a co-
existence of  jobs shortage and
a skills shortage. We need skills
and training programmes which
make the youth ready for the
jobs of  tomorrow, which per-
haps don’t even exist today.
Much of  the skilling and en-
hancement of  human capital
happens on the job, via learning
by doing. So, one measure that
the new government could un-
dertake is to push for a nation-
wide apprenticeship pro-
gramme. This would consist of
six-to-nine month long em-
ployment, with no obligation
on the employer to make the
worker “permanent.” The ap-
prenticeship certificate so ob-

tained should have the stamp of
authenticity by a national au-
thority and should be portable
and acceptable across the na-
tion. As such there are appren-
ticeship policies and pro-
grammes in place in many states,
but this needs a national big
push in a creative way. Another
smaller opportunity to enhance
employment is to extend the
Agniveer programme by an-
other three to four years, be-
cause four years is too short.
The officers short service com-
mission is for ten years, so it
makes sense for the non-com-
missioned ones, such as the
Agniveer tenure to be extended.
Their experience, training and
discipline will increase their
future employment opportuni-
ties in the private sector. 

The second important area
for the government to focus on
is small entrepreneurs. There are
an estimated 70 million enter-
prises, each employing between
one to ten or twenty employ-
ees. These are sought to be
brought into the formal sector
via Udyam registrations and
into the net of  the Goods and
Services Tax Network. The main
challenges of  small and tiny
businesses are four. Access to
credit and working capital, ac-
cess to markets, access to tech-
nology, and financial and tax
literacy. The first requires that
their Udyam registration be
linked to the GST Network, to
ensure automatic enforcement

of  no payment delay beyond 45
days, as mandated by the MSME
Act of  2006. In practice the small
suppliers are squeezed by their
big customers, against whom
the supplier has no recourse,
because often that is the only one
and repeat customer. Hence, we
can use the digital technology
to ensure payment discipline.
The estimated size of  delayed
payments in the country is close
to 10 trillion rupees. It will pro-
vide a shot in the arm to the
small entrepreneur, if  such a
legislation and mechanism is
implemented by the Central
government.  

Access to markets can be en-
abled through e-commerce and
initiatives like the Open Network
for Digital Commerce. Credit
flow to MSMEs can also be en-
hanced by allowing peer to peer
lending, as well as allowing lo-
calised equity ownership. Details
of  these are available with the
authorities, and it needs an im-
plementation push. To help with
technology, the government can
sponsor the development of  a
free super app, a sort of  enter-
prise management software,
which takes care of  everything
from taxes, inventory planning,
marketing and customer rela-
tionship. Just as BHIM is an
app for digital cashless pay-
ment, which is available free, and
is a government initiative, a
tech product for micro enter-
prises can be freely distributed
by the government. 

The third suggestion relates
to farmers, and assured prices.
It is high time that the Minimum
Support Price (MSP) mecha-
nism be give legal teeth and
made into law. As such the MSP
for twenty-two crops kicks in
only when the market prices
fall below the threshold. This
happens roughly half  the time,
statistically speaking. Hence
the net fiscal burden is not as
high as feared. Besides when
the government gets into pro-
curement, that puts an upward
pressure on prices, negating
the need for an MSP guaran-
tee. The MSP law is primarily
a political decision at this stage
but will  ear n the trust of  
farmers. Its time has come. 

The writer is a noted
Pune-based economist.
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Much of the skilling and enhancement of human
capital happens on the job, via learning by doing.
So, one measure that the new government could

undertake is to push for a nationwide 
apprenticeship programme

Let nothing short of Perfection
be your ideal in work and you
are sure to become a true
instrument of the Divine.

THE MOTHER

THE MSP LAW IS
PRIMARILY A

POLITICAL 
DECISION AT

THIS STAGE BUT
WILL EARN THE

TRUST OF 
FARMERS. ITS

TIME HAS COME 

Ajit Ranade
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Letters
TO THE EDITOR

WRITING IS A
GOOD PROFESSION
TO CHOOSE IF YOU

PLAN TO KEEP
DOING IT INTO

YOUR NINETIES.
NOBODY IS 

WORRIED ABOUT A
90-YEAR-OLD

WRITER 

Melvin Durai

Global currency

Sir, The Reserve Bank of  India’s (RBI) recent proposal to allow overseas rupee accounts for
Persons of  Indian Origin (PIOs) is a strategic initiative aimed at rupee internationalisation.
This step involves permitting PIOs to hold deposits in rupees and enabling Indian banks to ex-
tend loans through these accounts. This measure signifies a significant push towards making
the Indian rupee more prevalent in global transactions and potentially positioning it as a re-
serve currency. The internationalisation of  a currency generally brings substantial benefits
such as reduced transaction costs and enhanced global influence, but it also carries risks like
increased exposure to global economic fluctuations. For India, the expansive PIO community
presents a lucrative market for Indian banks, opening new avenues for economic engagement
and growth. The global PIO population, exceeding 30 million, represents a substantial and largely
untapped customer base for Indian financial institutions. Overseas rupee accounts could in-
centivise PIOs to deposit their savings in Indian banks, leveraging the higher interest rates
prevalent in India compared to many developed nations. In the United States, for example, sav-
ings account interest rates are typically below 0.5%, while in India, they range from 3% to 7%,
with fixed deposits offering even higher returns. This significant interest rate differential can
attract PIOs to invest their funds in Indian financial products, thereby boosting the liquidity
available within the Indian banking system. The operational mechanism involves PIOs depositing
foreign currencies, such as US dollars, into these overseas rupee accounts. Indian banks would
then convert these deposits into rupees through the RBI. Amarjeet Kumar, HAZARIBAGH

Dastardly attack

Sir, The cowardly terrorist attack on
a bus carrying innocent pilgrims
en route to Vaishno Devi is most
reprehensible. After the ambush,
the bus plunged into a deep gorge,
resulting in the loss of  nine innocent
lives while another 33 were injured.
This attack underscores a renewed
wave of  terror in the region and
has set alarm bells ringing in the top
levels of  India’s intelligence services.
Such barbaric acts of  terror are an
attack on humanity and simply can-
not be forgiven. There is an urgent
need for an all-out and well-coordi-
nated response from the security
forces to neutralise terror elements. 

Ramesh G Jethwani,
BANGALORE      
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Cruising down the highway of life at 90

Sarpanch to CM

F inally, light seems to be appearing at the end of  the tunnel. That
could be the best way to describe the United Nations Security
Council’s (UNSC) resolution on 10 June endorsing a US-backed

ceasefire proposal aiming to end Israel’s nine-month assault on
Gaza. The vote on the United States-sponsored resolution was 14-0,
with Russia abstaining. The latter explained it could not be a party
to the resolution since the details had not been made known to it.

The world has been waiting with bated breath for this moment. The
attacks by Israel on Gaza following equally mindless killings and ab-
duction in Israel by Hamas on 7 October, 2023 have been taking a heavy
toll of  civilian lives in Gaza while maiming thousands of  Palestinians
on a daily basis. Peace proved to be elusive because of  the belliger-
ence of  Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu who announced
Israeli forces would not stop until after the Hamas military and gov-
erning capabilities were destroyed lock, stock and barrel. The fact
that such a goal is impossible to achieve did not seem to dawn on Israel
which continued to be blinded by rage and is unwilling to heed any
international appeal and pressure to stop the bloodshed.

The UNSC resolution hails a three-phase ceasefire proposal announced
by US President Joe Biden last month, which calls for an initial six-
week ceasefire and the exchange of  some Israeli captives held in Gaza
for Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli jails. The second phase
would include a permanent ceasefire and the release of  the re-
maining captives. The third phase would involve a reconstruction ef-
fort for the devastated Gaza Strip. The whole exercise will be crowned
with a permanent resolution of  the conflict through the implemen-
tation of  a two-state formula that envisages the formation of  a
Palestinian state incorporating Gaza with the West Bank.

The US iterates that Israel has accepted the proposal, though some
Israeli officials have promised to continue the war until the elimi-
nation of  Hamas, the Palestinian group that governs Gaza. The res-
olution calls on Hamas, which initially said it viewed the proposal
“positively,” to accept the three-phase plan. It urges Israel and Hamas
“to fully implement its terms without delay and without condition.”

Hamas has been clever to quickly welcome the resolution stating
that it was ready to cooperate with mediators and enter indirect ne-
gotiations over the implementation of  the principles of  the agreement.
As the UNSC passed the resolution overwhelmingly, it is binding in
international law. It may not be the best but this is probably the
most practical solution suggested so far.

Hamas has frequently said that any deal must lead to a permanent
ceasefire, a full Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip, an end to the
Israeli siege of  Gaza, reconstruction and “a serious exchange deal”
between captives in Gaza and Palestinians held in Israeli jails.

Whether Israel and Hamas agree to go forward with the plan is under
a question mark. But the resolution’s strong support in the UN’s
most powerful body puts added pressure on both parties to approve
the proposal. For the US administration the resolution of  the con-
flict is of  utmost importance. If  the plan materialises, it would give
a huge mileage to US President Biden in his bid to win the presidential
election this November for the second term. That is the reason why
Biden is leaving no stone unturned to make his trusted friend and
ally – Netanyahu – reconcile to reality and declare a ceasefire.

Earlier on 10 June, Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad leaders
met in Qatar to discuss the proposed ceasefire deal and they spelt out
what they expect from it. Algeria’s UN Ambassador Amar Bendjama,
the Arab representative on the council, succinctly summed up the
implications when he said the text of  the deal is certainly not per-
fect, but it at least offers a glimmer of  hope to the Palestinians. The
alter native is the continuing killing and suf fering of  the 
Palestinian people.

Diplomacy now stands a chance and it is hoped the global economic
crisis primarily caused due to the raging conflict in the Middle East
may ease off  to a great extent.

Glimmer of Hope

IN THISJEST
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WISDOM CORNER
Let come what comes, let go what goes. See what remains.

RAMANA MAHARSHI

You don’t look out there for God, something in the sky, you look in
you.

ALAN WATTS

There is no way to happiness - happiness is the way.
THICH NHAT HANH
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, June 11: Kolkata-
based lawyer Santanu Sinha,
who was served a legal notice for
making false and defamatory
allegations against BJP’s IT head
Amit Malviya and the party’s
West Bengal unit, Tuesday
claimed that his statements were
“misinterpreted”.

Sinha also said he was not
withdrawing the social media
post but expressed “heartfelt
sorrow” if  it hurt Malviya.

If  my post hurts Mr Malviya
andor undermines my party for
such misinterpretation and ed-
ited version, I do express my
heartfelt sorrow for the same.
Since I have not written any-
thing untoward in my post, with
the mission to malign, I am not
withdrawing the post, the bone
of  contention,” he said in a
Facebook post.

When contacted, Sinha said
this is not an apology but an at-
tempt to clear the air on the en-

tire controversy as to how his
statements were “misinter-
preted”.

“This is not an apology. I wrote
this fresh post as I wanted to
clarify my position, following
so much misinterpretation and
misrepresentation of  my pre-
vious post,” he told PTI.

In his social media post, the
lawyer said, “It is a great chagrin

to me that the nastiest and most
corrupt political party of  the
country, the Indian National
Congress, being armed with a
post in Bengali posted from my
Facebook account, is spreading
hate campaign against Amit
Malviya and the Bharatiya
Janata Party.”

Sinha also expressed his as-
tonishment that none from the

state BJP has ever tried to know
the purpose of  the post, but
played a dubious role.

“I want to give a clear mes-
sage that the post was not aimed
to malign Malviya but as caution
not to get entangled in honey
trap, which was first brought to
light by Tathagata Roy, ex-pres-
ident of  the state unit and former
governor of  Tripura with the
phrase Kamini Kanchan (women
and money),” he said.

BJP IT department head Amit
Malviya has sent a legal notice
to Sinha for making false and
defamatory statements against
him and demanded an apology
for it .  In the le gal notice,
Malviya’s lawyer said Sinha, in
a post on Facebook, made some
false and defamatory allegations
with an intention to harm his
client’s reputation.

West Bengal BJP president
Sukanta Majumdar Monday had
dubbed the allegations against
Malviya as baseless and politi-
cally motivated.

MALVIYA SEXUAL ABUSE ROW

Statements misinterpreted: Sinha

Women avail of 227 crore free bus rides in one year 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, June 11:
More innovations and
understanding the chem-
istry of  waste material
will help find ways to
reuse solid waste, experts
suggested during a panel
discussion organised at
Bangalore International
Centre June 9.

One of  the panelists,
Myriam Shankar, co-
founder  of  T he
Anonymous Indian
Charitable Trust (TAICT)
formed to address the
critical issue of  solid
waste  management,
pointed out that in India
45% of  dry waste cannot
be recycled.

“It is mainly because
the waste is not segre-
gated at source. This also
increases the cost of  re-
cycling,” added Shankar.

Shubhi Sachan, a mul-
tidisciplinary designer
who specialises in textile
waste, proposing alter-
native uses rather than

traditional waste disposal
methods, discussed the
challenges in waste pro-
cessing.

According to her, ho-
mogeneity is the biggest
hurdle when it comes to
using waste as a resource.

“For instance, we can-
not insist on mono ma-
terial because we may
not get, say, 2 million
tonnes of  milk packets
when we need it. Often
we are forced to use dif-
ferent packets resulting
in differences in the re-
cycled yarn or textile,”
said Sachan.

She also said econom-
ically it will not be viable
to scale waste reuse proj-
ects as long as waste man-
agement is not recognised
as a separate industry.

“At present, we have to
deal with taxation three
times. When we buy
waste, we are taxed. When
we process the waste and
sell it, we are taxed. And
when we innovate end
uses, again we are taxed.

There is also no visibility
for the industry players.
We do not know how
much waste contributes
towards our GDP, for in-
stance,” said Sachan.

P u n e - b a s e d  J e s h
K r i s h n a  M u r t hy,
founder of  Advanced
Nature, which trans-
forms toxic materials
into sustainable solu-
tions, specialising in ce-
ment-free concrete and
waste-based products
like tiles and furniture
to combat the climate
crisis, talked about the
need to merge science
and art as well as the
need for experimenta-
tions in form and func-
tion of  recycled waste.

Sachan added that
many times interventions
to convert waste into re-
sources fall flat because
of  the knowledge gap.

“I remember a time
when someone presented
a pair of  slippers made
of  cow dung, stating that
skin contact with cow
dung was supposedly
beneficial to a person.
But the slipper was
coated with varnish, de-
feating the entire pur-
pose,” said Sachan.

At the end of  the day,
the sustainable solutions
put forth by a handful of
people are not enough to
make sustainable living
for all a viable concept,
Shankar said, adding that
to gain momentum, po-
litical will is needed.

Innovations, chemical analysis key
to boosting waste reuse: Experts

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kolkata, June 11: The Election
Commission of  India (ECI) has
decided to deploy 55 companies
of  Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF) personnel for the bye-
elections for four Assembly con-
stituencies in West Bengal to be
conducted July 10. 

Sources said that the deploy-
ment and route marches by the
CAPF companies will start June
15, almost a month before the
polling day. “This is the initial fig-
ure and in due course depending
on the ground-level realities the
Commission will decide whether
the CAPF deployment will be
further increased or not,” said
a source in the office of  the Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO).

The four Assembly con-
stituencies that will bypolls will
be held are Bagda from North 24
Parganas district, Ranaghat-
Dakshin in Nadia district,
Raiganj in North Dinajpur dis-
trict and Maniktala in Kolkata.

The bye-election at Maniktala

has been necessitated by the de-
mise of  the erstwhile Trinamool
Congress legislator from there
Sadhan Pande.

In  the  other  three  con-
stituencies, the erstwhile BJP
legislators, namely Biswajit Das
from Bagda, Dr Mukut Mani
Adhikari  from Ranaghat-
Dakshin and Krishna Kalyani
from Raiganj, all of  whom got
elected in 2021, had to resign
from Assembly as they contested
Lok Sabha election as Trinamool

Congress candidates.
Although all three of  them

got defeated this time, bypolls
need to be conducted in these
three Assembly constituencies
from where they had resigned.

According to statistics from the
office of  the CEO, in terms of
the results of  the recently con-
cluded Lok Sabha polls, BJP is
ahead at Bagda, Ranaghat-
Dakshin and Raiganj, while
Trinamool Congress is ahead
only from Maniktala.

55 companies of CAPF to be
deployed in 4 Assembly seats

BENGAL BYPOLLS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, June 11: Karnataka
Deputy Chief  Minister D K
Shivakumar, who is also in-
charg e  for  Beng alur u
Development Tuesday said the
‘One Time Settlement’ window
for payment of  outstanding prop-
erty tax in the city is open only
till July 31.

“T he BBMP (Br uhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike)
had not actively pursued prop-
erty tax outstanding due to elec-
tions. The one-time settlement
(OTS) scheme will end July 31
and hence I urge people to make
use of  the opportunity to clear
the outstanding payments. The
OTS scheme provides 50 per cent
concession on penalties and 100
per cent concession on interest
payments,” Shivakumar said.

“More than 50,000 people have
paid taxes under the OTS scheme
and another 4 lakh are yet to
pay. They will be deemed de-
faulters from August 1,” he said.

The process of  digitising 20
lakh properties is in progress,
Shivakumar said, adding about
8 lakh properties are completed
and the rest would be completed
within 3 months. “Once the
process is complete, the digital
records will be sent to prop-
erty owners.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, June 11: The West Bengal gov-
ernment Tuesday announced major rebates
ranging from 15 per cent to 40 per cent on the
tax paid by commercial vehicle owners. 

According to a notification issued by the
state Transport Department, any com-
mercial vehicle owner paying tax for
three years in advance will get a rebate
of  15 per cent on the total amount payable
by him or her during that period.

The rebate rate will be extended to 30 per
cent in case the advance tax is paid for five
years and to 40 per cent in case of  10 years.
“The rebate offer will encourage many
commercial vehicle owners to pay the ad-
vance tax, which will add to the kitty of  the
state exchequer,” said a senior Transport
Department official. According to him,
a proposal to offer a rebate on advance pay-
ment was passed on the floor of  the state
Assembly earlier this year. 

Major tax rebates for 
commercial vehicle owners

Property tax rebate
open till July end

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, June 11: Parks in
the city would henceforth re-
main open from 5 am to 10 pm,
Kar nataka De puty  Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar, who
is also in-charge of  Bengaluru
Development, said Tuesday.

He said some people had com-
plained that parks were being
closed in the afternoon hours
and wanted them to remain open
without a break. 

“Now it is from 5 am to 10 am
and then from 1:30 pm to 8 pm.
So we have now decided that all
parks in Bangalore city will be
open from 5 am to 10 pm. For
the benefit of  the citizens, we
are extending it,” Shivakumar
told reporters here.

Referring to concerns over
parks being used for “illegal or
unwanted” activities, he said
cameras have been installed at
their entry and exit gates.

Bangalore has more than 1,200
public parks, probably the high-
est in the country, officials said,
adding that the new timing par-
ticularly covers the parks that
come under city civic body,
Bruhat Bangalore Mahanagara

Palike (BBMP) ju-
risdiction.

Speaking on the
Climate Action and
Resilience Plan for
Bang alore  (BCAP),
Shivakumar said under the
flagship ‘Hasiru Rakshaka’ proj-
ect, sapling plantation pro-
gramme has been successfully
completed across all BBMP zones.

“Our aim is to raise aware-
ness among school children to-
ward the environment and they
responded with great enthusiasm
and active participation. Last

year, BBMP planted one lakh
saplings and distributed 50,000
saplings to the public. 250 schools
participated in the programme
and their students planted 52,000
saplings,” he said.

These schools and students
also signed agreements to take
care of  these trees in the coming
years. A website and mobile ap-
plication have been developed
for children to monitor the health
of  their plants.

Further noting that
BBMP already invited

eight tenders for con-
ducting  T ree
Census across the
city, Shivakumar
said the work
under the pro-

g ramme is  in
progress.
Noting  that

Bangalore is joining the
Cities Forests platform- A global
alliance of  more than 95 cities,
Shivakumar said the move will
facilitate technical support and
knowledge sharing with cities
across the globe. “With WRI
India as a knowledge partner,
Bangalore becomes the 4th city
in India to be a C4F member.”

All parks to stay open from
5 am to 10 pm: Shivakumar

Bangalore
has more than

1,200 public parks,
probably the 
highest in the

country

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, June 11: Women
in Karnataka have availed them-
selves of  227 crore free rides in
government non-luxury buses
under the ‘Shakti’ guarantee in
the last one year, costing the
state exchequer ̀ 5,526.64 crore,

Transport Minister Ramalinga
Reddy said Tuesday.

The Congress government,
l e d  b y  S i d d a r a m a i a h ,
launched the ‘Shakti’ scheme
-- one of  the five guarantees
which the party had prom-
ised before the Assembly elec-
tions -- June 11 last year.

These promises are said to
have yielded rich electoral div-
idends to the Congress, helping
it  dethrone the Basavaraj
Bommai-led BJP government.

As the government celebrates
one year of  ‘Shakti’ guarantee im-
plementation, Reddy said in a
statement that 226.95 women

travelled free of  cost in the gov-
ernment buses.

Most such rides were ac-
counted for by the Bangalore
Metropoli tan T ranspor t
Corporation buses (BMTC-71.45
crore), followed by Karnataka
State  Road T ranspor t
Corporation (KSRTC-69.5 crore).
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People have made
up their minds to
bring Congress to
power 
BHUPINDER SINGH HOODA | 
CONGRESS LEADER

Security provided to some
individuals in the country may see
some revamp in the coming months
with interchanging of paramilitary
forces guarding them, sources said.
They said this exercise will cover
political figures, ex-ministers, retired
bureaucrats and some others

SECURITY REVAMP LIKELY

national
During our
government in
Rajasthan,

unemployment
allowance of up to
`4500 per month was
started to be given to
the youth, which is a big support for
them

ASHOK GEHLOT | FORMER RAJASTHAN CM

of the
day uote 

We must
remain
committed to

harnessing the
immense potential of
earth sciences to
foster sustainable
development, mitigate climate risks,
advance data-driven policy and
decision making, safeguard our
people from risks, and enhance
environmental stewardship for
future generations

JITENDRA SINGH | UNION MINISTER

Unless all the
groups divided
in the AIADMK

are united, the party
will not be able to
win at any time

O PANNEERSELVAM |
FORMER TN CM

NIA chargesheets
two PLFI members
New Delhi: The NIA Tuesday
chargesheeted two members
of the People’s Liberation
Front of India (PLFI) for being
part of a conspiracy to attack
security forces and extort
money from railway
contractors, businessmen
and others, a statement
issued by the agency said.
The charge-sheet against
Nivesh Kumar alias Nivesh
Poddar and Raman Kumar
Sonu alias Sonu Pandit was
filed before the NIA special
court in Ranchi, a National
Investigation Agency said. 

Bus ploughs into
society wall, 1 dead
Noida: A bus ferrying
employees of a private
company ploughed into the
boundary wall of a group
housing society in Noida
Tuesday, killing a fast food
seller who had set up his shop
outside the residential
complex, police said. The
deceased has been identified
as Nepali-origin Deepak (30),
while his younger brother
Sushil (18) suffered severe
injuries in the crash and has
been hospitalised in critical
condition, the police said.
However, eye-witnesses
claimed that one more person
who worked at the momo 
stall suffered injuries in 
the episode.

Jake Sullivan likely to
visit India next week
New Delhi: US National
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan
is likely to visit India next
week to review overall
progress in implementation of
the ambitious iCET initiative,
people familiar with the
matter said Tuesday. The top
Biden administration official
will hold wide-ranging talks
with NSA Ajit Doval, primarily
focusing on cooperation
under the US-India Initiative
on Critical and Emerging
Technologies (iCET), they
said. If the visit takes place,
then it will be the first trip to
India by a senior American
official after the Modi
government came to power
for the third term.

TN Assembly session
advanced to June 20
Chennai: Tamil Nadu Assembly
Speaker M Appavu  Tuesday
advanced the Legislative
Assembly session to June 20
from June 24 announced earlier.
A release from the Assembly
Principal Secretary K Srinivasan
said the House will meet at 10
am on the day. The session has
been rescheduled owing 
to the by-election to the
Vikravandi Assembly
constituency. 

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi ,  June  11 :
Researchers have detected frost
atop volcanoes on Mars, so far
considered “improbable” owing
to hot temperatures on the planet.

The discovery marks the first
time that frost has been detected
near the planet’s equator,  
challenging current perceptions
of  the planet’s climate, said the
inter national  team of  re-
searchers, led by those at the
University of  Bern, Switzerland.

The volcanoes in the Mars'
Tharsis region, where the frost
was observed, are the tallest in
the entire solar system. The frost
sits in the calderas of  the vol-
canoes, which are large hollows
at their summits created dur-
ing past eruptions, the re-

searchers said.
They proposed that the way

the air circulates above these
mountains, it creates a unique
“microclimate” allowing for the
thin patches of  frost to form.

“We thought it was improbable
for frost to form around Mars’
equator, as the mix of  sunshine
and thin atmosphere keeps tem-
peratures during the day rela-
tively high at both the surface and
mountaintop, unlike what we
see on Earth, where you might
expect to see frosty peaks,” 
explained Adomas Valantinas,
who led the work as a PhD stu-
dent at the University of  Bern.

“What we’re seeing may be a
remnant of  an ancient climate
cycle on modern Mars, where
you had precipitation and maybe
even snowfall on these volca-

noes in the past,” said Valantinas.
In their study, published in the

journal Nature Geoscience, the
researchers described that the
frost is present for only a few
hours after sunrise before 
it evaporates in sunlight.

Further, at about a hundredth

of  a millimetre thick, roughly the
width of  a human hair, the frost
is “incredibly thin,” yet “quite
vast,” the authors said.

The frost is part of  at least 1.5
lakh tons of  water cycling be-
tween the surface and air each
day during the cold seasons --

about the same as 60 Olympic-size
swimming pools, they said.

The Tharsis region on Mars
hosts numerous volcanoes, which
tower above the surrounding
plains at heights ranging from
one to two times that of  Earth’s
Mount Everest. Olympus Mons,
for instance, is as wide as France,
the researchers said.  They said
that modelling how frosts form
could help scientists understand

Mars's other secrets, including
those about the existence of
water, along with those of  the
planet's atmosphere.

The knowledge is essential
for future exploration and the
search for possible signs of  life,
they said.  For the study, the re-
searchers analysed more than
30,000 images obtained from the
Colour and Stereo Surface
Imaging System (CaSSIS) on-
board the European Space
Agency’s (ESA’s) Trace Gas
Orbiter (a spacecraft). The find-
ings were validated through 
independent observations, 
including those from the ESA’s
Mars Express orbiter.

T he ef for ts  helped in  
initially finding the frost and
then confirm its existence, 
the researchers said.

The volcanoes in the Mars’
Tharsis region, where the frost

was observed, are the tallest in 
the entire solar system

The frost sits in the calderas of
the volcanoes, which are large

hollows at their summits created
during past eruptions, the
researchers said

Scientists detect frost atop Mars’ volcanoes

AGENCIES

Jammu, June 11: Extensive ef-
forts to track down terrorists
involved in  the  attack on 
pi lg rims in  Jammu and
Kashmir’s Reasi district con-
tinued  Tuesday, with 11 teams
of  security personnel working on
the ground and a multi-direc-
tional cordon laid around the
Ranso-Poni -T reyath belt ,  
officials said.

A National Investigation
Agency (NIA) team also joined
the operation and scanned the
area for leads, they said.

Security forces have sounded
a high alert in Jammu and
Rajouri districts and intensi-
fied checking and frisking 
in the belt following the terror
attack that left nine dead and
41 injured. According to the of-
ficials, more than 20 people have
been detained for questioning.

Terrorists Sunday opened
fire at the 53-seater bus carrying
pilgrims when it was en route
from the Shiv Khori temple to the
Mata Vaishno Devi shrine in
Katra near Teryath village in
the Poni area. The bus, which was
ferrying pilgrims from Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Delhi,
plunged into a deep gorge 
following the gunfire.

Deputy Inspector General of
Police, Udhampur-Reasi Range,
Rayees Mohammad Bhat said the
security forces have got some
leads as 11 teams of  police, Army
and CRPF are jointly working on
two different axes to neutralise the
fleeing terrorists.  “The search
operation is going on today in
and around the area (where the
attack took place) with 11 teams

working on the ground apart from
a multi-directional cordon laid
around the (Poni-Treyath) belt,”
another senior police officer said. 

The officials said that based on
the statements of  those injured
in the attack, they have not ruled
out the possibility of  a fourth per-
son being present at the spot
who acted as a lookout for the
three terrorists.

Sources said security forces
suspect the Pakistani terrorists
are hiding in the mountainous
terrains of  Rajouri and Reasi
and have intensified combing
operations in the region. They
are taking directions from
Pakistan’s ISI through secured
communication, the sources

said. There are reports that four
terrorists including a local over
ground worker were involved
in the attack which was carried
out on the directions of  Lashkar-
e-Taiba commander Abu Hamza,
they said. 

The NIA team visited the attack
site for the second consecutive day
Tuesday. It examined the entire
area, including the bus, and recre-
ated the scene of  the attack.

They have also questioned
some of  the detainees to gather
leads related to the attack. Armed
with surveillance equipment, in-
cluding drones, and sniffer dogs,
the security personnel launched
the massive combing operation
Monday. 

Terrorist killed by security forces 
One terrorist was killed by security forces after the ultras attacked a village near

the International Border (IB) in Kathua district of Jammu and Kashmir Tuesday
evening, police said. A massive operation is on to flush out the remaining holed-up
terrorists.   The operation was on when the last reports were received, the
spokesperson said.  Union Minister Jitendra Singh said he is in constant touch with
top civil and police officials in the district, which is part of his Udhampur parliamen-
tary constituency, and a local villager whose house was attacked by the terrorists.
The Jammu and Kashmir Police Tuesday released a sketch of a terrorist involved in
the attack and announced a `20 lakh reward for information about him.
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New Delhi ,  June  11 :
Temperatures in most parts of
north India remained above the
40 degree Celsius-mark as 
heatwave conditions persisted
Tuesday, with Delhi’s Narela
and Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh
recording highs of  47.1 degrees
Celsius.

Delhi sweltered under intense
heat as the Safdarjung obser-
vatory, considered the official
marker of  the national capital,
noted a high of  43.8 degrees
Celsius, four notches above the
normal average.

The Narela weather station
recorded the highest temperature
in the city at 47.1 degrees Celsius,
they said. Other weather sta-
tions, such as Najafgarh recorded
a high of  46.6 degrees Celsius
while Aya Nagar recorded 44.8
degrees C, Ridge 45 degrees C and
Palam 44.1 degrees C, the bulletin
said.  The national capital was
on “orange” alert, which stands
for “be prepared” in the colour
codes of  the India Meteorological
Department (IMD).  Prayagraj in
Uttar Pradesh recorded the high-
est maximum temperature in
the state at 47.1 degrees C.

Varanasi recorded a high of
45.3, Baghpat and Fursatganj
45.2 degrees C each, Fatehpur
45 degrees while the state capi-
tal Lucknow saw a maximum
temperature of  44.7 degrees C.

Meanwhile, light rains oc-
curred in Agra.  In Rajasthan,
Churu was the hottest place
with a high of  45.6 degrees
Celsius, a MeT department of-
ficial said.

Light rain was also observed
in some parts of  the state today.

Sriganganagar recorded 45.1
degrees, followed by 44.8 degrees
each in Fatehpur and Bikaner.
Pilani recorded a high of  44.7 de-
grees C, Sangaria 44.3 degrees,

Barmer 44 degrees while it was
43.5 degrees each in Jaipur,
Alwar and Jaisalmer.  Isolated
heatwave returned to Jammu
with the maximum tempera-
ture in the city settling at 43 
degrees Celsius, four notches
above normal during this part
of  the season, the meteorologi-
cal department said. 

The city, which reeled under
heatwave for most part of  the last
month, got relief   June 7 when
the temperature dropped to 37.6
degrees Celsius.

However, the day tempera-
ture once again shot up in
Jammu to 41.2 degrees Celsius
Monday amid prediction of  dry
weather and return of  isolated
heatwave from June 11 till June
17. In Himachal Pradesh, the
weather remained dry as Neri
in Hamirpur district was hottest
place in the state with a high
of  44.8 degree Celsius. 

Una recorded a high of  
42.8 degrees, Dhaulakuan 42.6 de-
gree Celsius, Hamirpur 40.8 de-
gree and Sundernagar 40 de-
grees Celsius. 

The minimum temperature
remained above normal at most
places and Neri recorded a low
of  28.3 degree, followed by Dehra
Gopipur 26.0 degree and Paonta
Sahib 25.0 degree.

The MeT station in Himachal
has predicted dry weather in
lower and mid hills June 12 and
13 and rains at isolated places in
higher hills from June 12 to 14.
In Haryana, Nuh reeled at 45.9
degrees Celsius and Hisar
recorded a maximum temper-
ature of  44. 8 degrees Celsius. 
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New Delhi, June 11: Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi Tuesday
targeted the Modi government
over dynastic politics and dubbed
the NDA ministry a “Parivar
Mandal” as he pointed out sev-
eral ministers in the Modi 3.0
government who hail from po-
litical families.

“Those who call the tradition
of  struggle, service and sacri-
fice of  generations as nepotism
are distributing the will of  power
to their ‘sarkari parivar’ (gov-
ernment family),” Gandhi said
in a post in Hindi on X.

“This difference between the
words and actions is called
Narendra Modi,” he added. In

his post, Gandhi named H D
Kumaraswamy, son of  former
prime minister H D Deve
Gowda, Jyotiraditya Scindia,
son of  former Union minister
Madhav Rao Scindia, Kiren
Rijiju, son of  first pro tem
speaker of  Arunachal Pradesh
Rinchin Kharu, Raksha Khadse,
daughter-in-law of  former
Maharashtra minister Eknath
Khadse, and Jayant Chaudhary,
grandson of  former prime min-
ister Chaudhary Charan Singh,
and 10 more as part of  NDA's
“Parivar Mandal”.

Rahul Gandhi's post came in
response to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi accusing the
Congress of  practising “dynas-
tic politics” during the election

campaign for the just-concluded
Lok Sabha polls.

To the list, he added Ram
Nath Thakur, son of  former
Bihar chief  minister Karpoori
Thakur, Ram Mohan Naidu,
son of  former Union minister
Terren Naidu, Jitin Prasada,
son of  former MP Jitendra
Prasada, Rao Inderjit Singh,
son of  former Haryana chief
minister Rao Birendra Singh,
and Piyush Goyal, son of  for-
mer Union minister Ved
Prakash Goyal.

Ravneet Singh Bittu, grand-
son of  former Punjab chief
m i n i s t e r  B e a n t  S i n g h ,
Anupriya Patel, daughter of
Apna Dal founder Sonelal Patel,
and Kirti Vardhan Singh, son
of  former Uttar Pradesh min-
ister Maharaj Anand Singh,
Chirag Paswan, son of  former
Union minister Ram Vilas
Paswan, and J P Nadda, son-in-
law of  former MP and Madhya
Pradesh minister Jaysree
Banerjee, were some of  the
others Gandhi said were prod-
ucts of  nepotism.

Rahul Gandhi’s post came in
response to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi accusing the
C o n g r e s s  o f  p r a c t i s i n g  
“dynastic politics” during the
election campaign for the just-
concluded Lok Sabha polls. 
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New Delhi, June 11: Countries
have not made any concrete
progress on the issues related to
the funding needed to address the
climate crisis at the mid-year
UN climate talks in Germany’s
Bonn even as floods, extreme
rains, and brutal heat waves
continue to ravage nations across
the world.

Climate finance is at the cen-
tre of  discussions in Bonn, as
countries need to agree on the
New Collective Quantified Goal
(NCQG) -- the new amount de-
veloped nations must mobilize
every year starting in 2025 to
support climate action in de-
veloping countries -- at the UN
climate conference (COP29) in
Baku in Azerbaijan in November.

Mariana Paoli ,  Global
Advocacy Lead at Christian Aid,
said the lack of  progress on the
finance negotiations so far in
Bonn is “very disappointing”.

“It is time for rich countries
to step up and deliver their fi-
nancial commitments to enable
climate action in developing
countries. They must provide
new, additional, and at-scale pub-
lic finance to fulfill their obli-
g ations  under  the  Paris
Agreement. It is ridiculous that
less than six months before
COP29, and after two years of
negotiations, developed coun-
tries have still not shown how
much money they are willing
to commit,” she said.

In 2009 in Copenhagen, rich
countries promised to provide
$100 billion every year from 2020
to developing countries to help
them mitigate and adapt to cli-
mate change. But delays in achiev-
ing this goal eroded trust be-
tween developed and developing
nations and have been a contin-
ual source of  contention during
annual climate negotiations.

J&K BUS TERROR ATTACK 

Over 20 detained 
for questioning

No breakthrough
on finance so far
at UN climate talks

North India battles
scorching heatwave

Rahul attacks BJP over dynasty politicsPM Modi must heed
Bhagwat’s Manipur
remark, says Oppn
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 11: Leaders
of  the Congress and other op-
position parties Tuesday said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
should pay heed to the “advice”
of  RSS chief  Mohan Bhagwat
and visit Manipur which has
seen violence for over a year
now, a day after Bhagwat said the
situation in the strife-torn state
must be considered a priority.

While Cong ress general 
secretary Jairam Ramesh said
Bhagwat can perhaps prevail
u po n  t h e  “ fo r mer  RSS 
office-bearer” to go to the north-
eastern state, independent 
MP Kapil Sibal said it is “not in
the DNA” of  the prime minister
to listen to the advice of  the 
opposition but he should pay
attention to the words of  the
RSS chief.

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav
said Bhagwat has aired his con-
cerns a bit too late and claimed
that the prime minister has
maintained “silence” on every
crisis including Manipur.

Asked about RSS chief's 
concerns about Manipur, the
RJD leader said, “He has been
too late in speaking out.” 

Telugu Desam Party (TDP) chief Nara Chandrababu Naidu meets Andhra
Pradesh Governor S Abdul Nazeer ahead of his swearing-in ceremony 
as Chief Minister, in Vijayawada. Naidu is set to be sworn in as the Chief
Minister of Andhra Pradesh Wednesday for a fourth term             PTI PHOTO



P7
WEDNESDAY | JUNE 12 | 2024 | BHUBANESWAR

Looking ahead,
definitely, I think the

two axioms that the
prime minister has given us --
Bharat First and Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam -- will be the
two guiding axioms of 
Indian foreign policy
S JAISHANKAR | EAM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi Tuesday urged his supporters to
remove "Modi Ka Parivar" suffix from their social media
handles, saying the election win of the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance has effectively conveyed the message it was
meant to. BJP members and his supporters in huge numbers had
identified themselves on social media platforms as "Modi Ka
Parivar" (Modi's family) in March following opposition leader
Lalu Prasad Yadav's barb at him for having no family of his own

‘DROP MODI KA PARIVAR FROM SOCIAL MEDIA HANDLES’
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I regret that
innocent
pilgrims,

unarmed people,
were attacked. We
all, the people of the
state, should
condemn it and pray that god sends
the people who did this to hell

FAROOQ ABDULLAH |
NATIONAL CONFERENCE PRESIDENT

of the
day uote 

When
rainwater will
be released

from Haryana, it will
flow swiftly through
these artificial
channels, carrying
with it the small soil islands, thereby
eliminating any possibility of water
stagnation and allowing the water to
flow swiftly ahead

SAURABH BHARADWAJ | DELHI IRRIGATION

AND FLOOD CONTROL MINISTER

As we were
scared of the
temple being

used as the election
agenda to seek
votes, the people of
Ayodhya showed
how to correct the 'politics of
temple' (by defeating the BJP
candidate,)

SHARAD PAWAR | NCP (SP) LEADER

national

Alamgir resigns
from state Cabinet
Ranchi: Jharkhand minister
Alamgir Alam, who is in jail in
connection with a money
laundering case, has resigned
from the state cabinet and
also as the leader of the
Congress Legislature Party
(CLP), an official said Tuesday.
In a letter to Chief Minister
Champai Soren from Birsa
Munda Central Jail, Ranchi,
Alam tendered his resignation
as a cabinet minister, he said. 

Fire at Park Street
restaurant in Kolkata
Kolkata: A major fire broke out
in a restaurant in the Park
Street area of central Kolkata
Tuesday, triggering panic
among local people, an 
official said. No casualty was
reported in the incident, he
said. At least nine fire tenders
were pressed into service to
douse the blaze, which was
first spotted around 10.50 am,
the official said, adding that a
disaster management team
was also deployed. The fire
broke out at the restaurant
adjacent to a multi-storied
building on Park Street. 

Mumbai Airport
increases eGates 
Mumbai: The Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) has increased
the terminal entry points
(eGates) from 24 to 68, the
highest number of such
eGates at kerbside/landside in
the country, an official said
here Tuesday. This will
enhance the CSMIA’s
processing capacity to 7,440
passengers per hour at
Terminal 2 and 2,160 at
Terminal 1, which is triple its
current capacity.

SHORT TAKES

Tamil Nadu has
more temples than
any other states of
India. Tamil Nadu is
home to more than
400,000 Hindu tem-
ples and is aptly

called "the land of temples". BJP has
never ever won any seat in Tamil Nadu
because people of Tamil Nadu follows
the ideology of "HINDUISM" , not "HIN-
DUTVA". And that's why they are far
ahead in life as compared to Bihari,UP
and MP people.  #MKStalin
#MKStalinEra #MKStalin4TN
#ModiCabinet #AllEyesOnReyasi
#RahulGandhi

@dhruvrahtee
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New Delhi, June 11: The BJP
is set to kickstart soon the process
of  wide organisational changes
with the launch of  a fresh 
membership drive, followed by
an internal poll across states
leading up to the election of  a
new party president.

Though the extended tenure
of  incumbent president J P
Nadda ends June 30, a recent
amendment in the BJP’s con-
stitution has empowered its apex
body, the Parliamentary Board,
to  take a  call  related to  a  
president, including his term,
in “emergency” situations.

Sources said the party’s
Parliamentary Board may ex-
tend Nadda’s tenure till the 
election process for his re-
placement is complete. 

They, however, added that it is
for the party’s top brass to take
the final call and they may 
appoint a “working president” till
his replacement is elected.

Nadda’s induction into the
Union Cabinet as the minister for

health  and
chemicals and
fertilisers has
necessitated the
search for his re-
placement.

When 
Amit  Shah,  the
BJP's president dur-
ing the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls, moved to the govern-
ment ,  Nadda was  
appointed  i ts  working 
president before being elected
the party’s full-fledged president
in January 2020.

The precedent opens up the
possibility of  appointing a work-
ing president, more so as a full-
time leader may be needed to
shepherd the upcoming mem-
bership drive and elections in its
organisational units, be it dis-
tricts or states. With assembly
elections due in Haryana,
Maharashtra, Jharkhand and
Delhi in the coming months, a
working president will help gal-
vanise the organisation, the
sources said.

While  Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's decision not
to retain Nadda as a Cabinet
minister in his second term was
a clear indication that the sea-
soned leader will helm the party's
vast organisational apparatus,
the probable choices now are
far from clear as most of  the
BJP's experienced leaders, who

have been seen as likely
choices, are part of

the government.
The likes of

Dharmendra
Pradhan or
Bhupender
Yadav, who
are solid or-
ganisation
hands  and
were  of ten

spoken about
as  potential

party presidents,
have continued in

the Modi government
in its third term.

This suggests that the party
may elevate someone from its
state faces or one of  its national
general secretaries to the top
post. The shift of  some BJP state
presidents to governments, either
at the Centre or the state, be-
sides its electoral setback in a key
state like Uttar Pradesh is likely
to bring new faces in their place,
the sources said.

The BJP's president in West
Bengal Sukanta Majumdar
has become a Union minister,
while his Bihar counterpart
Samrat Choudhary is a deputy
chief  minister in the state.
Haryana Chief  Minister Nayab
Singh Saini also heads the
party in the state.

Several parts of national capital face power cuts
Delhi Power minister Atishi says she will meet the Union Power minister and chairman of Power Grid Corporation to ensure prevention of such situation

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 11:  Several
parts of  national  capital ,  
including the area housing Delhi
LG secretariat  and Chief
Minister’s residence, faced 
outages for varying lengths as
a substation of  power grid in
neighbouring UP’s Mandola
caught fire Tuesday afternoon,
officials said.

Power discom officials said
several areas, largely in the cen-
tral and east Delhi, were affected
due to the failure. Some areas in
north Delhi also faced outages.
“Areas likely Civil Lines, Model
Town, Kashmiri Gate, Gulabi

Bagh, Shakti Nagar and Vijay
Nagar in North Delhi faced out-
ages. The supply was resumed
within an hour,” said a discom
official.

He said the power supply of
LG House and Chief  Minister's
residence was also briefly af-
fected.  Areas in east, central,
south and north Delhi like ITO,
Laxmi Nagar, Lajpat Nagar,
Jamia, Narela, Model Town,
Rohini, Gopalpur, Sabzi Mandi,
Wazirpur, and Kashmiri Gate
also faced outages, he said.

Delhi Power minister Atishi
termed the occurrence extremely
worrying and said she will meet
the Union Power minister and

chair man of  Power  Grid
Corporation to ensure prevention
of  such situation.

In a post on X , the Delhi
Power minister said the fire at
sub-station of  Power Grid

Corporation of  India Ltd (PGCIL)
in  Mandola  near  Loni
(Ghaziabad) in Uttar Pradesh
had led to power outage in many
parts of  the national capital.

"There is power outage in

many parts of  Delhi from 2:11 pm.
This is due to a fire at sub-station
of  Power Grid Corporation of
India Ltd (PGCIL) in Mandola,
UP. Delhi receives 1200 MW of
power from the Mandola sub-
station, and therefore many parts
of  Delhi have been affected. The
power restoration process has
begun and electricity is now
gradually returning to differ-
ent areas.

"But this major failure in the
national power grid is extremely
worrying. I am seeking time
with the Central Power Minister
and the Chairman of  PGCIL, to
ensure that such a situation is not
repeated," she said in the post.

BJP to start nationwide
organisational rejig soon

THE
BJP SOURCES
NOTED THAT

ORGANISATIONAL POLLS AND
CHANGES WERE PUT ON HOLD AS

THE PARTY FOCUSSED ON THE
ELECTION CAMPAIGN

THE PROCESS WILL NOW BEGIN IN
EARNEST, MORE SO AFTER ITS 

BELOW-PAR SHOWING IN SOME STATES.

THE BJP LOST ITS MAJORITY IN THE
LOK SABHA THIS TIME EVEN
THOUGH ITS ALLIANCE, THE

NDA, COMFORTABLY
CROSSED THE MAGIC

FIGURE OF 272

Amaravati declared as
sole capital city of AP
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Amaravati, June 11: A day be-
fore his swearing-in as the chief
minister of  Andhra Pradesh,
TDP supremo N Chandrababu
Naidu Tuesday announced that
Amaravati will be the sole 
capital of  the state. 

Naidu made this announce-
ment, addressing a joint meet-
ing of  TDP, BJP and Janasena
legislators, where he was unan-
imously elected as NDA leader
i n  t h e  A n d h r a  P r a d e s h
Legislative Assembly.

“In  our  gover nment ,  
there will be no games under
the guise of  three capitals. 
Our capital is Amaravati.
Amaravati is the capital,” 
asserted Naidu.

However, this brainchild of
Naidu suffered a setback in 2019
when the TDP lost power and Y
S Jagan Mohan Reddy-led YSRCP
won a landslide victory.

Reddy poured cold water on the
Amaravati capital city plans and
propounded a new theory of
three capitals, which Naidu has
now replaced with the decision
to have a single capital. 

Ayushman coverage
to all over 70 years
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 11:  Extending
the Ayushman Bharat coverage
to everyone aged above 70 years
and the pan-India roll out of  the
U-WIN portal to digitise routine
vaccinations are among the high-
lights of  Narendra Modi’s new
government’s 100-day agenda
for the Union
health 
ministry.

In a brief  in-
teraction with
senior officials
after taking
charge of  the ministry  Tuesday,
J P Nadda, who is also the BJP
president, asked them to focus on
the agenda, sources said.

Prime Minister Modi while
releasing the BJP's Lok Sabha
poll manifesto in April had an-
nounced that senior citizens
above 70 years of  age and the
transgender community will be
brought under the ambit of  the
Centre ’s  health  scheme
Ayushman Bharat Yojana. 

Launching the National Health
Claims Exchange to ensure inter-
operability and faster processing
of  health insurance claims, use
of  drone services to deliver med-
ical essentials from AIIMS and
other Institutes of  National
Importance in difficult terrains
and providing cashless treat-
ment services to ex-servicemen
also feature among the 14 agenda
items for the ministry, the offi-
cial sources told PTI.

Varsities can now offer
admissions twice a year
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Bangalore, Jun 11: Leading
Kannada film actor Darshan
Thoogudeepa and his close friend
and actress Pavithra Gowda were
arrested Tuesday in connection
with the murder of  a man who
allegedly made “derogatory”
comments against her, police
sources said.

The police questioned the
“Challenging Star” and 12 
others after taking them into
custody in connection with the
alleged murder of  the man, iden-
tified as Renukaswamy, whose
body was found here June 9.
Later, they all were arrested. 

They were produced before a
Bangalore Magistrate court,
which  remanded  them to  
seven days police custody.

It is alleged that Renukaswamy,
who worked with a pharma com-
pany and hailed from the district
headquarters town of
Chitradurga, had made “deroga-
tory” comments against Gowda
in social media posts, the sources
said. Darshan was picked up
from a Mysuru hotel as he
stepped out after working out in

the gym there, in connection
with the murder here, police
said. After the alleged killing
at a shed at Pattanagere under
Kamakshipalya police station
limits, allegedly belonging to
one of  the aides of  Darshan,
Renukaswamy’s body was
dumped into a nearby stormwa-
ter drain, police sources said.

“Based on the recovery of  the
dead body of  an unidentified
man and the injuries on his
body, a murder case was regis-
tered. On the basis of  CCTV
footage and other technical ev-
idence, the deceased was iden-
t i f ied  as  Renukaswamy,”
Bengaluru Police Commissioner
B Dayananda said. 

Police came to know about
the incident after some local
residents alerted them about
the body, which was later sent for
an autopsy and the forensic re-
port confirmed that he was mur-
dered, police sources said.
Further investigation led to the
arrest of  11 suspects, police
sources said, adding, based on
their statement, Darshan and
Pavithra were taken into cus-
tody. inquiry by police.

Kannada actor Darshan 
arrested in murder case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 11: Indian universities
and higher education institutions will
now be allowed to offer admissions twice
a year on lines of  foreign universities with
the University Grants Commission (UGC)
giving a go ahead to the plan, UGC chief
Jagadesh Kumar said. 

The two admis-
sion cycles will be
July-August and
January-February
from the 2024-25 ac-
ademic session. 

“If  Indian uni-
versities can offer
admission twice a
year, it will benefit many students such
as those who missed admission to a uni-
versity in the July-August session due
to a delay in the announcement of  board
results, health issues, or personal rea-
sons,” Kumar told PTI. 

“Biannual university admissions
will help students maintain motiva-
tion since they do not have to wait one
full year to be admitted if  they miss ad-
mission in the current cycle. With bian-
nual admissions in place, industries
can also do their campus recruitment
twice a year, improving employment op-
portunities for the graduates,” he added. 

The UGC chief  explained that bian-
nual admissions will also enable the
higher education institutes (HEIs) to
plan their resource distribution, such
as faculty, labs, classrooms and sup-
port services, more efficiently, result-

ing in a better functional flow within
the university. "Universities worldwide
already follow a biannual admission sys-
tem. If  Indian HEIs adopt the bian-
nual admission cycle, our HEIs can en-
hance their international collaborations
and student exchanges. As a result,
our global competitiveness will im-
prove, and we will align with the global

educational standards,"
Kumar said.

“If  HEIs adopt bian-
nual admissions, they
need to work on admin-
istrative intricacies, good
planning for increased
use of  available  re-
sources, and providing

seamless support systems for the smooth
transition of  students admitted at dis-
similar times of  the year. HEIs can
maximize the usefulness of  biannual
admissions only when they sufficiently
prepare faculty members, staff  and
students for the transition,” he added.
Kumar, however, clarified that it will not
be mandatory to offer biannual ad-
missions for universities and those
HEIs that have the required infra-
structure and teaching faculty can
utilise the opportunity. Last year, the UGC
allowed students to take admission in
open and distance learning (ODL) and
online modes biannually in January and
July during an academic year. Kumar
said that last year's decision had helped
nearly half  a million students join
their degree programs without wait-
ing for one full academic year.
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Although the size of
India and Bulgaria

are not comparable, I believe
that we need to do more as a
country which is part of the
EU to foster the EU-India
relations
KRISTIAN VIGENIN | DEPUTY CHAIR OF THE
BULGARIAN SOCIALIST PARTY (BSP)

Chinese Premier Li Qiang
will visit New Zealand,
Australia and Malaysia
starting from June 13 to 20,
a Chinese Foreign Ministry
statement said Tuesday

CHINESE PREMIER TO 
VISIT THREE COUNTRIES
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People are
going to say
what they’re

going to say. The
reality is I’m not
going to stop going,
I’m not going to stop
fighting for people’s votes, I’m not
going to stop fighting for the future
of our country

RISHI SUNAK | PM, UK

of the
day uote 

My government
tried to change
this

environment by
bringing in the
Protection of
Journalists and
Media Law but it has been sidelined
since the engineered vote of no-
confidence

IMRAN KHAN | FORMER PM, PAKISTAN

Premier Li
Qiang’s visit to
Australia is an

important
opportunity to
engage directly on
key issues for both
our nations

ANTHONY ALBANESE | PM, AUSTRALIA

Market fire kills
hundreds of animals
Bangkok: Hundreds of caged
animals died Tuesday after a
fire struck Chatuchak
Weekend Market, one of the
most famous markets in
Thailand’s capital. The fire
was reported early in the
morning and quickly swept
across more than 100 shops in
the market’s pet section,
according to the Bangkok
government. There were no
reports of human casualties,
but multiple caged animals
were found dead at the
market, which belongs to the
State Railway of Thailand. 

Baltimore shipping
lane reopens 
Washington: The Baltimore
shipping lane blocked for more
than two months after a cargo
ship collided with a major
bridge in March, sending it
crashing into the water, fully
reopened Monday, authorities
said. The US Army Corps of
Engineers, along with Navy
salvage divers, restored the
channel to its original
dimensions by removing about
50,000 tons of debris from the
Patapsco River, a statement
from the Key Bridge Response
Unified Command said. The
riverbed was certified as safe
for transit Monday.

49 migrants dead
after boat capsizes
Geneva: The UN migration
agency said Tuesday that at
least 49 migrants had died and
140 others remained missing
after their boat capsized off
the coast of Yemen, revising
higher an earlier toll from
local officials. The boat
travelling from Somalia was
carrying Somali and Ethiopian
passengers, the International
Organization of Migration
statement said. Among the
dead were 31 women and six
children, it said.

Singapore Airlines
offers compensation 
Singapore: Singapore Airlines
Tuesday offered monetary
compensation and a full
refund of the airfare to the 211
passengers onboard the flag
carrier’s turbulence-hit London
to Singapore flight last month,
which led to the death of one
passenger and injured many
others. On May 21, Flight
SQ321 en route from London to
Singapore encountered
extreme turbulence. The
Boeing 777-300ER aircraft was
carrying 211 passengers and a
crew of 18 when it made an
emergency landing at
Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi
Airport. Passengers and crew
were thrown up to the plane’s
ceiling before falling back
down, leading to the death of
one man and injuries to
dozens of others.

SHORT TAKES

international

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Male, June 11: Describing his
first official visit to India as a
“success” for the Maldives and
the region, President Mohamed
Muizzu Tuesday said, “God will-
ing,” the strong ties between the
two countries will lead to in-
creased prosperity for the
Maldivians.

“This trip has been a suc-
cess for the Maldives and for the
region too,” Muizzu, known
for his pro-China leanings, told
the state-run PSM Media at
the end of  his first India visit
to attend the swearing-in cer-
emony of  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his coun-
cil of  ministers.

Modi was sworn in as Prime
Minister Sunday for a record
consecutive third term. Heads of
the states from India’s neigh-
bourhood and the Indian Ocean
region attended the ceremony.
Muizzu said he was delighted
to receive Prime Minister
Modi’s invitation and “equally
delighted” to have attended
the event.

“I am also grateful for being
able to hold high-level meet-
ings with the Prime Minister,
President (Draupadi Murmu)
and S Jaishankar (External
Affairs Minister). I am confi-
dent that strengthened bilateral
relations will further boost as-

pirations for the Maldives in the
future,” he said.

“God willing, the strong ties
between the two nations will re-
sult in increased prosperity for
the Maldives and Maldivians
alike,” Muizzu added.

Earlier in the day, a statement
from the Foreign Ministry said
here: “The President travelled to
India at the invitation of  Prime
Minister  His  Excel lency
Narendra Modi, to attend the
swearing-in ceremony of  the
Prime Minister and the Council
of  Ministers of  the Government
of  India.

“During the visit, President
Muizzu attended a banquet
hosted by the President of  India,
Her Excellency Draupadi
Murmu, in honour of  the visit-
ing dignitaries.”

“The two Presidents also had
a meeting in which they dis-
cussed strengthening bilateral co-
operation between the Maldives
and India,” it said, adding that
during the meeting, President
Murmu conveyed her greetings
to the new government and the
people of  Maldives.

“She expressed confidence
that the island nation will con-
tinue on the path of  prosperity
and development under Muizzu’s
leadership,” it said.

Jaishankar also called on
Muizzu and said, in a post on
X, he looks “forward to India
and Maldives working together
closely.”

Muizzu, known for his pro-
China leanings, was visiting
India for the first time almost six
months after taking oath last
November. Unlike his prede-
cessors, who made the first port
of  call to New Delhi after as-
suming office, Muizzu had trav-
elled to Turkiye first and to
China for his first state visit in
January.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kyiv, June 11: The US has lifted
a ban on providing American
weapons and training to a con-
troversial Ukrainian military
unit that was key to the defense
of  the  major  por t  c i ty  of
Mariupol, the State Department
said Tuesday.

The Azov Brigade is among
Ukraine’s most effective and
popular fighting units, but has
been dogged by its origins as a
volunteer battalion that drew
fighters from far-right circles
and criticism for some of  its tac-
tics. The US had banned the reg-
iment from using American
weapons, citing the neo-Nazi
ideology of  some of  its founders.

The current members of  the
Azov Brigade, which has been ab-
sorbed into Ukraine’s National

Guard as the 12th Special Forces
Brigade, reject accusations of
extremism and any ties with
far-right movements. But the
Kremlin has seized on the regi-
ment’s origins in its efforts to cast
Russia’s invasion as a battle
against  Nazi  influence in
Ukraine.

US law prohibits providing
equipment and training to for-
eign military units or individuals
suspected of  committing gross
human rights violations. The
State Department said in a state-
ment that it found “no evidence”
of  such violations.

“This is a new page in our

unit's history,” the Azov Brigade
wrote  in  a  s tatement  on
Instagram. “Azov is becoming

even more powerful, even more
professional and even more dan-
gerous for occupiers.”

“Obtaining western weapons
and training from the United
States will not only increase the
combat ability of  Azov, but most
importantly, contribute to the
preservation of  the lives and
the health of  personnel,” the
statement said.

Up unti l  the  State
Department’s decision, Azov
was prohibited from sending
fighters to Western military
exercises or accessing weapons
bought with American funds.
Lifting the ban will likely bol-
ster the brigade’s fighting ca-
pacity at a difficult time dur-
ing the war against Russia’s
invasion. Ukraine suffers from
persistent ammunition and
personnel shortages.

REUTERS

Dalian, June 11: On the floor of
the Ex-Robots factory in China’s
northeastern coastal city of
Dalian, engineers develop hu-
manoid robots with a focus on en-
hancing facial expressions and
emotions.

Neck-length silicone masks
lie sprawled on a table along-
side silicone arms and feet, while
disembodied heads sit on dis-
play and humanoid robots in
various stages of  construction
stand nearby. Drawings of  robot
designs adorn a wall.

“We have our own software
and algorithm teams,” said Ex-
Robots Chief  Executive Li

Boyang, adding that humanoid
robots are the most complex
class of  robotic products.

As an Ex-Robots worker moves
her head, smiles and sticks out
her tongue, a humanoid robot
mimics her movement thanks
to tiny motors installed in sev-
eral spaces in its head.

“We are also working on the
foundation model. The model
we’re making is multi-modal
and capable of  emotional ex-
pression. It can perceive the
surrounding environment and
produce appropriate facial feed-
back,” Li said.

Ex-Robots said it takes from
two weeks to a month to pro-
duce a humanoid robot, with

prices ranging from 1.5 million
yuan ($207,000) to 2 million yuan.

The main purpose of  the com-
pany’s robots so far is for display

in museums, one of  which Ex-
Robots has housed in the same
building as its factory.

Looking ahead, Li believes
humanoid robots will have a big-
ger role to play in the health-
care and education industries.

“Psychological counselling
and health are certainly fu-
ture application scenarios. We
are currently conducting re-
lated research, such as auxil-
iary treatment and prelimi-
nary screening for emotional
and psychological disorders,”
he said.

“Moreover, I believe that emo-
tional interaction has broader ap-
plications in service fields, such
as those aimed at children.”

Zelenskyy
appeals for help 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy appealed for short-

term help in repairing his country’s
electricity network and long-term
investment in its energy system as a
conference to gather support for
Ukraine’s recovery from the destruc-
tion wreaked by Russia’s war opened
Tuesday. Starting a week of intense
diplomacy that will also see him
travel to the Group of Seven summit
of Ukraine’s leading Western allies in
Italy and a global peace summit in
Switzerland, Zelenskyy also renewed
his calls for more help in repelling
missile attacks by Russian forces. 

US lifts weapon ban on Ukrainian military unit

India visit a significant 
success, says Muizzu

MUIZZU, KNOWN FOR
HIS PRO-CHINA 
LEANINGS, WAS 
VISITING INDIA FOR
THE FIRST TIME
ALMOST SIX MONTHS
AFTER TAKING OATH
LAST NOVEMBER

China develops humanoid robots with facial movement

There are many basic
models and algorithms that
are commonly open source,

which everyone uses.
However, we concentrate

more on how to enable the
AI to recognise and express
expressions and emotions

LI BOYANG | 
EX-ROBOTS CHIEF EXECUTIVE

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Wilmington, June 11: Hunter
Biden was convicted Tuesday
of  all three felony charges re-
lated to the purchase of  a re-
volver in 2018 when, prosecu-
tors argued, the president's son
lied on a mandatory gun-pur-
chase form by saying he was not
illegally using or addicted to
drugs.

Jurors found Hunter Biden
guilty of  lying to a federally li-
censed gun dealer, making a
false claim on the application
by saying he was not a drug user
and illegally having the gun for
11 days. The jury in Wilmington,
Delaware, deliberated for about
three hours over two days.
Hunter Biden started straight
ahead and showed little emo-
tion as the verdict was read.

Hunter Biden found
guilty in gun case

REUTERS

Tel Aviv, June 11:Hamas accepts
a UN resolution backing a plan
to end the war with Israel in
Gaza and is ready to negotiate de-
tails, a senior official of  the
Palestinian militant group said
Tuesday in what the US Secretary
of  State called “a hopeful sign”.

Conversations on plans for Gaza
after the Israel-Hamas war ends
will continue Tuesday afternoon
and in the next couple of  days,
Secretary of  State Antony Blinken
said in Tel Aviv after talks with
Israeli leaders. “It’s imperative
that we have these plans.”

Ahead of  Blinken’s trip, Israel
and Hamas both repeated hard-
line positions that have under-
mined previous mediation to
end the fighting, while Israel
has pressed on with assaults in
central and southern Gaza,
among the bloodiest of  the war.

On Tuesday, however, senior
Hamas official Sami Abu Zuhri,
who is based outside Gaza, said
it accepted the ceasefire reso-
lution and was ready to negoti-
ate over the details. It was up to
Washington to ensure that Israel
abides by it, he added.

He said Hamas accepted the
formula stipulating the with-
drawal of  Israeli troops from
Gaza and a swap of  hostages
held in Gaza for Palestinian pris-
oners jailed in Israel.

“The US administration is fac-
ing a real test to carry out its com-
mitments in compelling the oc-
cupation to immediately end the
war in an implementation of
the UN Security Council reso-
lution,” Abu Zuhri told Reuters.

Blinken said the Hamas state-

ment was “a hopeful sign” but de-
finitive word was still needed
from the Hamas leadership in-
side Israeli-besieged Gaza.
“That’s what counts, and that’s
what we don’t have yet.”

Biden’s proposal envisages
a ceasefire and release of
hostages in exchange for
Palestinians jailed in
Israel in stages, ulti-
mately leading to a per-
manent end to the war.

Israel has said it will
agree only to temporary
pauses in the war until Hamas
is defeated, while Hamas has
countered it will not accept a
deal that does not guarantee the
war will end. 

Blinken had consultations
Tuesday with Israeli President
Isaac Herzog, centrist ex-mili-
tary chief  Benny Gantz, who
quit Israel’s war cabinet Sunday
over  what  he  said  was
Netanyahu’s failure to outline a
plan for the war’s end, as well as
opposition leader Yair Lapid.

The US State Department said
Blinken discussed Biden’s truce
proposal with Gantz and reit-
erated that it would advance
Israel’s security interests, bring
hostages home and raise the

chances of  restoring calm along
Israel’s border with Lebanon.

The US is Israel’s closest ally
and biggest arms supplier, though
it has become sharply critical of
the high civilian death toll, vast

destruction and the hu-
manitarian crisis in

Gaza caused by the
Israeli military cam-
paign.
HOPES FOR CEASEFIRE 

REPEATEDLY DASHED
Biden has repeatedly

declared that ceasefires
were close over the past several
months, but there has been only
one,  week- long tr uce,  in
November,  when over 100
hostages were freed in exchange
for about 240 Palestinians held
in Israeli jails.

Israeli forces rescued four
hostages held by Hamas in a
commando raid into a crowded
urban refugee camp in central
Gaza Saturday during which 274
Palestinians were killed by Israeli
bombardments, according to
Gaza’s health authorities.

There are over 100 hostages left
in the coastal enclave, accord-
ing to Israeli tallies, including at
least 40 whom Israeli authorities
have declared dead in absentia.

Hamas accepts Gaza truce plan
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu during his latest trip to the Middle East, where America’s 
top diplomat urges approval of a cease-fire proposal 

‘Hopeful
sign’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Beijing, June 11: Authorities in
Taiwan have said a Chinese man
who was arrested  Sunday after
entering a Taipei harbour 
illegally in a speedboat is a for-
mer navy captain who could
have been on a military probe.

The intrusion by a mainland
Chinese man amid high-secu-
rity measures in the midst 
of  recurring tensions with China
came in for strong criticism from
Taiwan’s top politicians.

China views Taiwan as a rebel
province that must be reunified
with the mainland, even by force.

The man, identified as Ruan,

60, was spotted 11 km off  the
coast of  Tamsui in New Taipei.

After entering the Tamsui
River, which leads to downtown

Taipei, the boat hit a ferry at
the pier, according to the coast-
guard, the Hong Kong-based
South China Morning Post re-
ported Tuesday. Ruan, who
claimed to be a former Chinese
navy captain, said he left Ningde
port in China’s coastal city of
Fuzhou a day earlier. However.

According to the coastguard,
the man said he was persecuted
by mainland authorities for
“making improper statements”
and that he wished to flee to
Taiwan.

The man had served as a
captain in the Chinese

navy. He was one of 18
purported defectors seen over
the past year or so, all of
whom claimed they admired
Taiwan’s democratic way of
life and came for freedom
KUAN BI-LING | 
OCEAN AFFAIRS MINISTER, TAIWAN

REUTERS

Blantyre, June 11: Malawi’s
Vice President Saulos Klaus
Chilima and nine others, in-
cluding former first lady Shanil
Dzimbiri, were killed when the
military plane they were trav-
elling in crashed, President
Lazarus Chakwera said Tuesday.

The aircraft carrying Chilima,
who was seen as a potential can-
didate in next year’s presidential
election, went missing Monday.

“I’m deeply saddened, I’m
sorry to inform you all that it has
turned out to be a terrible tragedy.
The search and rescue team has
found the aircraft near a hill.
They have found it completely de-
stroyed with no survivors,”
Chakwera said in an address to
the nation.

The plane left the capital
Lilongwe at 09:17 am Monday
but was unable to land at Mzuzu
airport as scheduled at 10:02 am
due to poor visibility.

It was ordered to return to
Lilongwe but went off  the radar
and aviation authorities could not
make contact with it.

Chakwera said all passengers
on board were killed on impact
and that the military was bring-
ing their remains back to the
capital

“Despite the track record of  the
aircraft and the experience of
the crew, something terrible
went wrong with that aircraft on
its flight back to Lilongwe, send-
ing it crashing down and leaving
us all devastated,” he said.

Images shared online showed
security and rescue personnel on
the crash site on a hillside with
debris scattered around the tail
of  the Dornier 228-202K mili-
tary transport plane, its tail
number MAF T03 still visible.

Malawi’s Vice
President dies
in plane crash

Chinese ex-Navy officer arrested in Taiwan
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From an industry
perspective,

stability is positive. What
is also positive is the fact
that this government has
focused more on capex for
long-term growth
ANISH SHAH | 
MAHINDRA GROUP CEO AND MD

Exports from special economic zones (SEZs) rose
by over 4 per cent to $163.69 billion in 2023-24
even though the country’s total shipments dipped
by more than 3 per cent in the last fiscal.
According to the data of the commerce ministry,
exports from these zones stood at $157.24 billion
in 2022-23 and $133 billion in 2021-22.

EXPORTS FROM SEZS UP 4% IN 2023-24
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Modi
government
will continue its

work of bringing
transformative
change in people's
lives, through use of
digital technologies...India will keep
its lead in every segment, be it
semiconductor, telecom tech,
manufacturing tech....

ASHWINI VAISHNAW | UNION MINISTER

of the
day uote 

This (new and
renewable)
sector is

already contributing
towards India's
energy security, and
we will work in this
direction. I will also review the 100-
day plan which has now changed to
125 days.

PRALHAD JOSHI | UNION MINISTER

We are a
longstanding
partner of the

Russian federation.
We have had
discussion with the
Russians on long-
term deals

HARDEEP SINGH PURI | PETROLEUM MINISTER

Union Bank to
raise `10,000cr
New Delhi: State-owned Union
Bank of India Tuesday
approved a proposal to raise
`10,000 crore, including `6,000
crore from share sale, to fund
its business growth. The board
approved raising equity
capital not exceeding `6,000
crore in tranche(s) within the
overall limit of `10,000 crore
through public issue -- further
public offer or rights issue or
QIP, Union Bank of India said
in a regulatory filing. This
would be subject to the
approval of the government,
other regulatory authorities
and shareholders' approval, it
added. The board also
approved the raising of Basel
III compliant Additional Tier 1
(AT 1) Bonds not exceeding
`2,000 crore and Tier 2 Bonds
not exceeding `2,000 crore
(including foreign currency
denominated AT1/Tier 2
Bonds) within the overall limit
of `10,000 crore, it noted.

Tyre exports at 
`23,073cr in FY24
New Delhi: The total tyre
exports from India during
2023-24 stood at `23,073 crore,
matching previous year's
figure on the back of a sharp
recovery in the second half of
the fiscal, the Automotive Tyre
Manufacturers' Association
(ATMA) said Tuesday. In the
first half of the year, tyre
exports were severely
impacted by falling demand in
view of slowdown in advanced
economies, geopolitical
uncertainties and inflationary
pressures, the industry body
said in a statement. "Tyre
exports from India made a
sharp recovery in the second
half of FY2023-24 and went up
by 12 per cent in value terms
against the year-ago period,"
ATMA said citing data
released by Ministry of
Commerce. The total tyre
exports from India during
FY2023-24 stood at `23,073
crore matching previous
year's figure, it added.

HCLTech, apoBank
extend ties
New Delhi: IT services
company HCL Technologies
(HCLTech) Tuesday said it has
expanded partnership with
Germany's largest cooperative
primary bank Deutsche
Apotheker- und Ärztebank eG
(apoBank). The estimated
contract value of the deal is
$278 million over a duration of
7.5 years, according to a
regulatory filing. "HCLTech will
accompany apoBank with an
outcome-oriented managed
services model that delivers
resilient, scalable, high quality
and compliant digital
foundation services, enabling
apoBank to deliver fast and
secured banking services to its
customers," a company
statement said.

SHORT TAKES

business

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 11: India will
remain the fastest-growing major
economy recording a steady
growth of  6.7 per cent in the
next three years including the
current financial year, said a
world bank report released
Tuesday.

In India, growth is estimated
to have picked up to 8.2 per cent
in fiscal year (FY) 2023/24 (April
2023 to March 2024) -- 1.9 per-
centage points higher than es-
timated in January, according
to the World Bank's latest Global
Economic Prospects report.

It further said global growth
is projected to hold steady at 2.6
per cent in 2024 before edging
up to an average of  2.7 per cent
in 2025-26. That is well below
the 3.1 per cent average in the
decade before COVID-19.

“The forecast implies that over
the course of  2024-26 countries
that collectively account for more
than 80 per cent of  the world's
population and global GDP would
still be growing more slowly
than they did in the decade be-
fore COVID-19,” it said.

Growth in the South Asia
(SAR) region is projected to slow
from 6.6 per cent in 2023 to 6.2 per
cent in 2024, mainly due to a
moderation of  growth in India
from a high base in recent years.

With steady growth in India,
regional growth is forecast to
stay at 6.2 per cent in 2025-26.
Among the re gion's  other
economies, growth is expected
to remain robust in Bangladesh,
though at a slower rate than in
the past several years, and to

strengthen in Pakistan and Sri
Lanka.

“India will remain the fastest-
growing of  the world's largest
economies, although its pace of
expansion is expected to mod-
erate. After a high growth rate
in FY2023/24, steady growth of
6.7 per cent per year, on aver-
age, is projected for the three
fiscal  years  be ginning in
FY2024/25,” the report said.

This moderation is mainly
due to a slowdown in investment
from a high base.

“However, investment growth
is still expected to be stronger
than previously envisaged and
remain robust over the forecast
period, with strong public in-
vestment accompanied by private
investment,” it said.

It further said that private
consumption growth is expected
to benefit from a recovery of
agricultural production and de-
clining inflation.

Government consumption is
projected to grow only slowly,

in line with the government's
aim of  reducing current ex-
penditure relative to GDP, it
added.

According to the report, global
inflation is expected to moderate
to 3.5 per cent in 2024 and 2.9
per cent in 2025, but the pace of
decline is slower than was pro-
jected just six months ago.

Many central banks, as a re-
sult, are expected to remain cau-
tious in lowering policy interest
rates. Global interest rates are
likely to remain high by the stan-
dards of  recent decades -- aver-
aging about 4 per cent over 2025-
26, roughly double the 2000-19
average, it said.

In India, World Bank said in-
flation has remained within the
Reserve Bank's target range of  2
to 6 per cent since September
2023. However, apart from India,
regional inflation, though below
peak levels, has remained ele-
vated, reflecting persistently
high food price inflation from
local food supply disruptions.

India to clock 6.7%
growth over 3 yrs: WB PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi ,  June  11 :
Automakers dispatched over 3.47
lakh passenger vehicles to deal-
ers in domestic market in May,
recording an year-on-year growth
of  4 per cent over same month
last year, industry body SIAM
said Tuesday.

The overall passenger vehi-
cle (PV) dispatches from com-
panies to dealers stood at 3,47,492
units last month, as compared to
3,34,537 units in May 2023.

The dispatches were the high-
est ever for the month of  May so
far, driven by robust offtake of
utility vehicles.

Maruti Suzuki sold 1,44,002
units last month, as against
1,43,708 units in May 2023.

Hyundai Motor India dis-
patched 49,151 units in May, as
compared to 48,601 units in May
2023.

Mahindra & Mahindra sold
43,218 units last month, as against
32,886 units in the year-ago pe-
riod.

All the segments -- passenger
vehicles, commercial vehicles,
two-wheelers and three-wheelers
have posted growth in May, as
compared to the same month
last year, the Society of  Indian
Automobile Manufacturers

(SIAM) President  Vinod
Aggarwal said in a statement.

“Passenger vehicles have only
witnessed a moderate growth, pri-
marily owing to a high base ef-
fect of  the previous year,” he
noted.

Two-wheeler sales rose 10 per
cent to 16,20,084 units last month,
as compared to 14,71,550 units in
the year-ago period.

Three-wheeler dispatches rose
15 per cent to 55,763 units in May,
as against 48,610 units in May
2023.

“With expectations of  above
normal monsoon and continued
emphasis on economic devel-
opment by the new government,
as it pursues its goal of  Viksit
Bharat by 2047, the auto indus-
try is optimistic of  steady growth
in 2024-25 as well,” Aggarwal
stated.

Elaborating further, SIAM
Director General Rajesh Menon
said PV dispatches last month
were the highest ever in May so
far. Two-wheelers saw a growth
of  10 per cent last month but
still remains lower than 2017-18
levels of  May, he said.

“Domestic sales of  three-wheel-
ers in May 2024 grew by 14.7 per
cent compared to May 2023, post-
ing the highest-ever sales in
May,” Menon said.

India reports sixth
strongest hiring outlook
globally: Survey

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 11: India
ranks sixth globally for its em-
ployment outlook for September
quarter 2024, with 30 per cent
of  businesses planning to in-
crease their staff  over the next
three months, according to a
global survey by workforce so-
lutions  company
ManpowerGroup.

India's Net Employment
Outlook (NEO), calculated by
subtracting employers planning
reductions versus those plan-
ning to hire, stood at 30 per cent.
It weakened from the previous
quarter and the same time last
year by 6 per cent, as employers
are cautious in their hiring in-
tent for the next three months.

India ranks sixth globally for
its employment outlook, 8 points
above the global average. The
survey was conducted in 42 coun-
tries.

Globally, Costa Rica reported
the strongest hiring expectation
for July-September at 35 per
cent, followed by Switzerland
(34 per cent), Guatemala (32 per
cent), Mexico (32 per cent) and
South Africa (31 per cent).

On the other hand, Argentina
and Romania reported the weak-
est NEO at 3 per cent.

In the Asia Pacific region,
the country has the strongest
outlook. India (30 per cent)
and China (28 per cent) con-
tinue to report the strongest
outlook in the region. Most
cautious outlooks were re-
ported by employers in Hong
Kong (8 per cent) and Japan (12
per cent).

In the latest edition of  the
ManpowerGroup Employment
Outlook Survey, 3,150 employ-
ers in India were asked about
their third quarter hiring in-
tentions.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 11: Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC)
will not give any equity stake
in its flagship Mumbai High oil
and gas fields to any foreign
company and is only seeking
help from global giants like BP
Plc to help reverse declining out-
put from the field, a top gov-
ernment official said Tuesday.

The foreign company will get
a share of  revenue from incre-
mental production plus a fixed
fee for its efforts, while ONGC
will continue to be the operator
and incur all the capital and op-
erating expenditure in imple-
mentation of  the technical so-
lution, the official said.

All risks will be borne by
ONGC, while the foreign partner
will get the fixed fee even in case
of  a failure. “Mumbai High is a
field that was given to ONGC
on nomination basis and the

company has no authority or
power to sell a stake in any nom-
ination field,” the official said.
“What ONGC has done is floated
an international tender to seek
technical services providers
(TSP) to reverse years of  decline

in oil and gas production from
the field.”

India is more than 85 per cent
dependent on imports to meet its
requirement of  crude oil, which
is converted into fuels like petrol,
diesel and LPG in refineries,

and roughly half  of  the con-
sumption of  natural gas, which
is used to generate electricity,
make fertilizers, converted into
CNG to run automobiles and
piped to household kitchens for
cooking.

Having spent USD 175 billion
on import of  oil and gas in the
fiscal year ending March 31,
2024, the government is keen on
raising domestic production to
cut reliance on imports.

But ONGC has not been suc-
cessful in reversing the decline
in output that has set in the 50-
year-old field.

“Clearly, the production has
been declining. So ONGC is now
looking for some technical help
from outside,” the official in the
ministry of  petroleum and nat-
ural gas said. ONGC June 1,
floated an international tender
seeking global technical services
providers (TSP) with annual rev-
enue of  at least USD 75 billion. The
TSP would have to do a compre-
hensive review of  the field per-
formance and identify improve-
ments as well as implement
suitable technological interven-
tions and practices for improving
production and recovery.

No stake sale in ONGC’s Mumbai High: Official Govt imposes import
curbs on jewelleries
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 11: The gov-
ernment Tuesday imposed im-
port curbs on certain types of
studded gold jewellery, a move
which could discourage inbound
shipments of  these items from
Indonesia and Tanzania.

However, the directorate general
of foreign trade (DGFT) said that im-
ports under a valid India-UAE free
tarde agreement TRQ (tariff  rate
quota) will be permitted without re-
stricted import authorisation.

The import policy of  gold jew-
ellery studded with pearls, with
certain kinds of  diamonds, and
other precious and semi-precious
stones "has been amended from
free to restricted" with immedi-
ate effect, the DGFT said in a no-
tification. An industry expert
said that imports of  these items
were increased from Indonesia
and Tanzania. India has a free
trade agreement with Indonesia.

Domestic PV sales
up 4% in May: SIAM

Sensex, Nifty settle flat amid volatile trade
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, June 11: Benchmark
equity indices Sensex and Nifty
ended almost flat Tuesday after
a record-breaking rally as in-
vestors preferred to remain on
the sidelines awaiting further
triggers. 

After trading in the positive ter-
ritory for the most part of  the ses-
sion, the 30-share BSE Sensex
declined 33.49 points or 0.04 per
cent to settle at 76,456.59 due to
fag-end selling. During the day,
it jumped 370.45 points or 0.48 per
cent to 76,860.53.

In a volatile trade, the NSE
Nifty ended marginally up by
5.65 points or 0.02 per cent to
23,264.85.

Sensex and Nifty hit their all-
time high levels in the early
trade Monday.

“After a notable rebound, the
domestic market has stabilised,
awaiting further triggers. With
the resolution of  uncertainties
in government formation, at-
tention has shifted back to global
and domestic  indicators.
Concerns have risen regarding
potential US rate cuts following
last week's strong US job data,
leading to an increase in US

bond yields. However, FIIs have
been net buyers lately. Investors
are now gearing up for this week's
policy decisions from the US
Fed and the BoJ, as well as key
inflation data from the US and
India, seeking insights into the
trajectory of  rate cuts,” Vinod
Nair, Head of  Research, Geojit
Financial Services, said.

Among the 30 Sensex compa-

nies, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Asian Paints, Reliance Industries,
ITC, Sun Pharma, ICICI Bank,
Axis Bank and JSW Steel were
the major laggards.

On the other hand, Larsen &
Toubro, Tata Motors, Maruti,
NTPC, Mahindra & Mahindra
and UltraTech Cement were
among the gainers.

In the broader market, the

BSE smallcap gauge climbed
0.95 per cent, and midcap index
rallied 0.74 per cent.

Among sectoral indices,
telecommunication rallied 1.93
per cent, oil and gas climbed
1.84 per cent, realty soared 1.04
per cent, energy jumped 1 per
cent, auto (0.89 per cent) and
consumer discretionary (0.60
per cent).

In contrast, metal, FMCG and
consumer durables were the lag-
gards. 

Signalling continuity, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Monday
retained Amit Shah, Rajnath
Singh, Nirmala Sitharaman and
S Jaishankar in charge of  the
four high-profile ministries -
Home, Defence, Finance and
External Affairs - respectively, in
his new government.

The four ministers in charge
of  these portfolios make up the
crucial Cabinet Committee on
Security headed by the prime
minister.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude declined 0.32 per cent to
USD 81.37 a barrel.

Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) bought equities worth
`2,572.38 crore Monday, accord-
ing to exchange data.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, June 11: The micro
loans portfolio of  various
lenders grew by 27 per cent
year-on-year for the March 2024
quarter, a report said Tuesday.

After remaining stable or
improving over the last many
quarters, the stress levels in
terms of  loan default inched
up marginally during the quar-
ter, the report by credit infor-
mation company Crif  High
Mark said.

At a time when the regulator
is flagging concerns on unse-
cured loans, the data pointed out
that personal loan outstand-
ings of  microfinance borrow-
ers witnessed the second fastest
growth among other retail as-
sets with a portfolio growth of
over 38 per cent.

The gross loan portfolio grew
27 per cent to `4.42 lakh crore
in March, the report said, adding
that the growth was 8.5 per cent
as compared to the preceding
December quarter figure.

The top 10 states account for
83.5 per cent of  the Gross Loan
Portfolio (GLP), it said, adding

that West Bengal, Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh posted the fastest
growth during the January-
March period.

However, the proportion of
loan assets overdue for the du-
ration between 31 days and 180
days grew to 2.1 per cent in
March from the 2 per cent level
in December 2023, the report
said.

Tirunelveli district was the
worst performer nationally on
asset  quality,  followed by
Coimbatore and Madurai, mak-
ing Tamil Nadu home to the
three top districts where mi-
crolenders are facing maxi-
mum stress.

Tamil Nadu also topped na-
tionally on the average bal-
ances per account front, with
an outstanding of  `62,200 per
borrower.

The report said borrowers
with a higher number of  ac-
tive loans have higher delin-
quency and added that over 12
per cent of  the borrowers have
four or more active loans.
Karnataka leads the states
where borrowers have the max-
imum active loans.

Micro loans grow 27 per cent,
stress levels inch up: Report
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SHORT TAKES

AGENCIES

New York, June 11: India’s
batting prima donnas would
want to unchain themselves
from the vagaries of  a much-
maligned drop-in track and
chance their arms freely against
an impressive-but-inexperienced
USA in their group league game
of  the T20 World Cup here
Wednesday. The Men in Blue
need one more win to ensure
their Super Eight berth. 

However, in the two matches
that they have played so far,
against Ireland and Pakistan,
the Indian batting looked brittle
on the not-so friendly pitches.
Against Pakistan, the Indians
lost their last seven wickets for
just 30 runs to be all out for 119

with an over still to spare. Hence
the l ikes of  Virat  Kohli ,
Suryakumar Yadav, Ravindra
Jadeja and Shivam Dube would
all like to spend some quality
time in the middle and boost
their confidence against an in-
experienced USA bowling attack. 

The dreams of  wearing the
India blues remained unfulfilled
but when a sprightly bunch of
Indian-Americans take the field
against their country of  birth,
the likes of  Saurabh Netravalkars
and Harmeet Singhs would once
again like to be the proverbial
David against the Goaliaths of
the game.

Even though the track has sig-
nificantly bridged the gap be-
tween teams, the USA, who are
an eclectic mix of  eight Indians,

two Pakistanis, a West Indian,
one New Zealander, a South
African and a Dutch might just
find the gulf  with India too much
to bridge.

Monank Patel ,  Har meet ,
Netravalkar, Jessy Singh and
Noshtush Kenjige all have their lit-
tle Indian story to tell and if  the
opposition has Rohit Sharma,
Kohli, Jasprit Bumrah and Rishabh
Pant in their ranks, it would be a
touch more endearing.

It’s not every day that one gets
a chance to bowl at Kohli and
Rohit and face Bumrah even if
it’s far from being a sweet expe-
rience. But it’s experience never-
theless and that too of  a lifetime.

In both the games, India’s
weakest link has been Shivam
Dube. CSK’s most valued ‘Impact

Player’ is finding it tough on
two-paced tracks where the ball
is gripping and coming late on
to the bat.

Batters eye form against USA
India take on ‘Mini

India’ with the hosts
having eight players

of Indian origin 

Both Suryakumar Yadav (left) and Virat Kohli would like to get some runs under their belt in the game against the USA PONTING PRAISES
ROHIT’S CAPTAINCY
New York: Former Australia
skipper Ricky Ponting has
hailed Rohit Sharma’s
‘outstanding’ captaincy in
India’s six-run win over Pakistan
in the T20 World Cup here.
“Rohit Sharma is a very
experienced captain, isn’t he?
And, I just saw him and said,
‘mate, your captaincy today
(Sunday) was outstanding’,”
Ponting said in a video posted
by the ICC on Instagram. “I
don’t think he could have done
much more in the game,”
Ponting added. 

No game in the World
Cup is easy and the
USA have shown they

can be a tough opponent on
these pitches 
ROHIT SHARMA 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 11: Women’s
pistol ace Manu Bhaker was the
only one to be picked in two in-
dividual events after her excel-
lent run of  form in selection tri-
als as the national shooting
federation announced Tuesday
a 15-member Indian rifle and
pistol  team for  the  Paris
Olympics.  The Paris Games will
be held July 26 to August 11.

The squad was finalised dur-
ing a selection meeting held vir-
tually. Eight rifle shooters and
seven in pistol discipline have
been selected for the Games. 

The selectors decided to give
precedence to the trial results,
shutting the door on the likes
of  World Champion Rudrankksh
Patil, who has been pleading to
be considered despite under-
whelming scores in his pet 10m
air rifle event as he had won the
quota. In shooting, quotas are
won by countries and not indi-
vidual athletes.

All the team members, along
with the coaches and support
staff, are currently in a camp in
Volmerange-Les-Mines, France,
mainly aimed at ‘acclimatisa-
tion and hard-training’ before
they come back home for a two-
week break.

Indian shooters managed to se-
cure a record 21 of  the 24 possi-
ble quotas, including a full al-
location of  eight each in rifle
and pistol events.

This is India’s best-ever quota
haul in shooting at any edition
of  the Olympics, eclipsing the 15
from Tokyo Games.

Senior vice-president of  the
National Rifle Association of
India (NRAI) Kalikesh Narayan
Singh Deo informed that the team
have been selected after lengthy
deliberations. “The selection
committee met and deliberated
at length. We feel we have se-
lected the best team on current
form as per merit and sticking to

the policy,” Singh Deo stated.
“We are confident that every-

thing has been put in place for
the team to deliver. Given our
depth in rifle and pistol, some

very good shooters are not part
of  the squad. However, they will
have a chance to make a come-
back. We wish the squad all the
very best,” he added. 

NRAI announces shooting 
squad for Paris Olympics
ASSOCIATION INFORMS THAT THE SHOTGUN TEAM WILL BE DECLARED LATER 

Manu Bhaker is the only Indian shooter who will participate in two disciplines
at the Paris Games PHOTO ‘X’

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Warsaw (Poland), June 11:
Polish captain and striker Robert
Lewandowski has been ruled
out of  his team’s first game in the
Euro Championships with a
muscle tear, officials said Tuesday.
His forward-line colleague  Karol
Swiderski is also doubtful for
the entire tournament. Both suf-
fered injuries as Poland beat
Turkey 2-1 in a warm-up game
Monday night. 

In a separate development,
the Dutch Football Federation
said Tuesday that Netherlands
midfielder Frenkie de Jong has
been ruled out of  the entire tour-
nament after failing to recover
from an ankle injury, dealing a
blow to the team’s chances. De
Jong even did not play the
Netherlands last warm-up game
Monday in which they defeated
Iceland 4-0. 

Lewandowski set up Swiderski
for the opening goal in the 12th
minute in the game against
Turkey. But in his celebrations,
Swiderski hurt his ankle and
had to be replaced.

Captain  Lewandowski ,
Poland’s all-time leading goal-
scorer, lasted until the 32nd
minute when he hurt his right
leg and was substituted.

The double blow is a night-
mare for Poland. Arkadiusz

Milik was to be up front with
Lewandowski for the Euros
until he damaged his left knee
Friday in the friendly against
Ukraine. Milik returned to
Juventus and had successful
knee surgery Monday, but will
not be able to play.

Turkey threatened to get the
equaliser in the second half.
Shots by Arda Güler and Orkun
Köktoçü were saved but goal-
keeper Wojciech Szczesny was
helpless when substitute Baris
Alper Yilmaz’s shot from the
edge of  box deflected in.

After  Turkey’s  Kerem
Akturkoglu hit the crossbar from

long range, Poland won in the
90th thanks to a beauty by Nicola
Zalewski, who weaved past two
defenders to the box and scored
his maiden international goal.

There was however nothing
wrong with the Dutch attack as
they put Iceland to the sword in
Rotterdam, with Virgil van Dijk
and Wout Weghorst scoring, just
as they did against Canada last
Thursday at De Kuip. The other
scorers were Xavi Simons and
substitute Donyell Malen who
hit the target thanks to Memphis
Depay, but Depay was denied
moments later when VAR ruled
out his goal.

Injuries plague Polish team
Not much time left for strikers to recover before Euro game against the Netherlands  

TOUGH TIMES: Poland skipper Robert Lewandowski limps off the field Monday 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 11: The 12th
Senior National Pencak Silat
Championships began Tuesday
at the Biju Patnaik Multi-Purpose
Stadium inside the KIIT campus
here. A total of  39 states and Union
Territories are participating in
the  event ,  o f f icials  said .
Approximately 900 players are
part of  the event, they added. 

The event was inaugurated
Tuesday in the presence of  a
number of  dignitaries includ-
ing Tapash Ray Chaudhury, pres-
ident, Pencak Silat Association

of  India and its chairman Sachin
Mohapatra.  

Matches were held in three
categories, 45kg to 50kg (Men),
65kg-70kg (Men) and 45kg to 50kg
(Women). In the 45kg-50kg men’s
matches Odisha defeated Uttar
Pradesh while  Goa beat
Chhattisgarh. In the women’s
category of  the same weight seg-
ment, Odisha beat Rajasthan
while  Tamil  Nadu beat
Lakshadweep. 

In men’s matches of  the 65kg
to 70kg segment, Jammu and
Kashmir defeated Mizoram while
Karnataka trounced West Bengal. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lausanne (Switzerland), June
11: India will host next year’s
men's Junior Hockey World Cup
(WC), marking the event’s re-
turn to the country after nine
years, the executive board of  the
International Hockey Federation
(FIH) announced here Tuesday.

The tournament will be held
in December and it will be the
first time ever that a junior World
Cup will have 24 teams. This de-
cision was announced by FIH
President Tayyab Ikram. 

“Giving more opportunities
to play to a larger and more di-
verse number of  national as-
sociations is one of  the key
pillars of  our empowerment
and engagement strategy,”
Ikram stated. 

“We saw at the FIH Hockey5s
World Cup in Oman this year
how more diversity brings a
huge added value to our events.
Therefore, I’m very happy that
we’ve increased the number of
participating teams for the World
Cups and I look forward to see-
ing these 24 young teams, rep-
resenting the future of  our sport,
next year!” he added.

The last edition of  the tourna-
ment was held in Kuala Lumpur
in 2023 with Germany emerging
winners with a 2-1 win over France.
Spain and India finished third
and fourth respectively.

India to host 
Jr Hockey WC

Pencak Silat meet begins 

Participants at the inaugural function in Bhubaneswar OP PHOTO

Odisha FC recruit 
midfielder Rohit  
Bhubaneswar: Midfielder Rohit
Kumar completed Tuesday his move
to Odisha FC by signing a two-year
deal with the club. The player who
represented Bengaluru FC earlier
has so far played 80 matches in the
ISL and also represented India nine
times. “I’m thrilled and excited to
be a part of Odisha FC. My
conversations with the coach
(Sergio Lobero) have been very
positive, and I’m looking forward to
working under him and learning
from him,” Rohit said in a release
issued by Odisha FC. “I am ready to
face the challenges. I really like the
style with which Odisha FC play,”
he added.

Bopanna, Nagal seal
Paris Olympics spot
New Delhi: Tennis players Rohan
Bopanna and Sumit Nagal have
secured their Paris Olympics
quotas for India through their
Association of Tennis Professionals
(ATP) rankings in doubles and
singles competitions respectively,
the All India Tennis Association
(AITA) said in a release Tuesday.
The qualification window for Paris
Olympics ended Monday. World No.
4 Bopanna earned his quota
comfortably, sitting pretty inside
the top 10 of doubles competition.
Nagal made it to the quotas as well
after gaining a jump of 18 places in
the singles rankings last week. He
won an ATP tournament in Italy
which helped him to improve his
rankings.

First win for Pak 
New York: Pakistan opened their
account in the ongoing T20 ICC
World Cup here Tuesday with an
eight-wicket win over minnows
Canda. After restricting Canada to
106 for seven, Pakistan romped
home riding on a fine half century
by Mohammed Rizwan (53 n o, 53b,
2x4, 1x6). Skipper Babar Azam (33)
also played a supporting knock as
the two put on 63 runs for the
second wicket. Earlier, Pakistani
pacers bowled well in tandem to
restrict Canada. Mohammad Amir
(2/13) and Haris Rauf (2/26) were
the most successful bowlers for
the Pakistan. The batters of
Canada found the going tough
against the Pakistani bowlers and
rarely looked comfortable. Among
the Canadian bowlers Dilon
Heyliger (2/18) was the most
successful bowler. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 11: Jajpur,
Ganjam and Gajapati emerged
victorious in their respective U-
19 Inter-District cricket tour-
nament matches played Tuesday
at various grounds in Cuttack. 

Jajpur defeated Bolangir by 43
runs in a game played at Nimpur
ground, Ganjam overcame the re-
sistance of  Malkangiri by 71
runs at the Bidanasi ground
while  Gajapati  trounced
Kalahandi by 129 runs at the
Ravenshaw ground (2). 

Most of  the matches were low-
scoring affairs with bowlers
dominating the show. Divya R
Das of  Gajapati was the highest
scorer of  the day with an in-
nings of  88 against Kalahandi.
Shamala Reddy (61) and Keish

Choudhary (56) also got half  cen-
turies for Jajpur against Bolangir. 

Mohammed Raza (5/27) of
Jajpur was the standout bowler
on the day. There were a number
of  other bowlers who got four
wickets. They were Jogeshwar
Bag (4/21) of  Bolangir, Chandeep

Riar (4/46) of  Malkangiri and
Ketan Joshi (4/10) of  Gajapati. 

In the Kalhandi Cup cricket
tournament for senior men,
BBSR-A rode on centuries by
Kartik Biswal (155 batting) and
Sandeep Patnaik (139) to post
an imposing score of  413 for four
against Rest of  Odisha-D at the
Sunshine ground. Rest of  Odisha-
D will have a battle on their
hands when they bat Wednesday.

The best bowler in the sen-
ior men’s segment was Subham
Nayak (7/53) of  Cuttack-A in
the team’s match against Rest
of  Odisha-C. After being put in,
Rest of  Odisha-C were bowled
out for 235 due to Subham’s
effort. In reply Cuttack were 49
for the loss of  two wickets at
stumps on the first day of  the
two-day game. 

Bowlers dominate show 

Subham Nayak

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 11: Premier
Indian doubles  pair  of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty, who pulled out
of  their title defence at Indonesia
Open last week, has slipped two
rungs to third place in the latest
Badminton World Federation
(BWF) rankings announced
Tuesday. China’s Liang Wei Keng
and Wang Chang are the new
men’s doubles No.1s.

In men’s singles, HS Prannoy
and Lakshya Sen remained in-
side the top 15, maintaining their
10th and 14th positions respec-
tively while Kidambi Srikanth
was 34th. PV Sindhu remained
static at No 10 in the women’s sin-
gles rankings.

Satwik, Chirag
slip to 3rd place PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York, June 11: The on-
field umpire’s decision to adjudge
veteran batter Mahmudullah
Riyad leg before, which was sub-
sequently overturned in a review,
was a bad call that cost Bangladesh
the match against South Africa,
their young batter Towhid Hridoy
has said.

Bangladesh ended at 109/7
while chasing a target of  114
against South Africa. A con-
tentious ICC rule saw them lose
four  le g -bye  r uns  when
Mahmudullah was given out leg
before by on-field umpire Sam
Nogajski off  an Ottneil Baartman
delivery. The ball had crossed
the boundary ropes but it was
deemed dead as Mahmudullah
opted for DRS and got the deci-
sion overturned.

As per ICC rules, no extra
runs (leg-byes or byes) can be
given if  on-field umpire gives a
batter out LBW even if  the de-
cision is overturned by the third
umpire. However, leg-bye runs
can be awarded if  the on-field um-
pire’s decision of  not out stays
after a review.

“Actually, to be honest, that
wasn’t a good call. It was a tight
match. So, I think in my point of
view, umpire gave out, but it is
a bit hard for us because those
four runs would have changed the
match scenario,” Hridoy stated.

Bangla blame rule for loss to SA
Look I cannot

comment on ICC rule, but
there are some areas that
need reviews and those
should be looked into”
TOWHID HRIDOY

Shooting squads for Paris
(Rifle): Sandeep Singh, Arjun Babuta (10m Air Rifle), Elavenil
Valarivan, Ramita (10m Air Rifle Women), Sift Kaur Samra,
Anjum Moudgil (50m Rifle 3 Positions Women), Aishwary
Tomar, Swapnil Kusale (50m Rifle 3 Positions).
(Pistol): Sarabjot Singh, Arjun Cheema (10m Air Pistol),
Manu Bhaker, Rhythm Sangwan (10m Air Pistol Women),
Anish Bhanwal Sidhu (25m RFP), Manu Bhaker, Esha Singh
(25m Pistol Women).
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