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Actor Sonali Bendre regrets that she did not
learn from co-star Aamir Khan while
shooting for ‘Sarfarosh’ 

SONALI’S CONFESSION 
India defeat South Africa by 48 runs in the 3rd T20I
to stay alive in the five-match series against
the Proteas 

INDIA WIN EASILY 

SPORTS | P12LEISURE | P2

Russian troops have taken control over 80 per cent
of the city of Sieverodonetsk even though
fierce fighting rages  INTERNATIONAL | P10

FIERCE FIGHTING CONTINUES

IRREGULAR by MANJUL
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ON LORDS’ DUTY: Srimandir servitors perform the Snana Yatra rituals in Puri, Tuesday as devotees watch  OP PHOTO  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Puri, June 14: It was a momentous
and memorable occasion for thou-
sands of  devotees Tuesday when
they got the opportunity to wit-
ness the Snana Yatra – the grand
bathing of  Lord Balabhadra, Devi
Subhadra, Lord Jagannath and
Lord Sudarshan – after a gap of
two years. No doubt they were ex-
cited as the rituals began. 

The rituals are conducted on
the full moon day of  ‘Jyestha’ (mid
May-mid June).

Over two lakh devotees have al-

ready assembled in the pilgrim
town to witness the bathing ritu-
als, an official of  the Shree
Jagannath Temple Administration
(SJTA) had earlier said.

The ‘Pahandi’ ritual of  the deities
began at around 4.00am as servitors
took the Trinity and Lord Sudarshan
to the ‘Snana Mandap’ in a cere-
monial procession. Lord Sudarshan
was the first to be placed at the
‘Snana Mandap’, followed by Lord
Balabhadra, Goddess Subhadra and
Lord Jagannath. The Pahandi con-
cluded at around 6.00am.

As per rituals, the deities were

bathed with 108 pitchers of  aro-
matic water by a group of  servitors.
The water was drawn from Suna
Kua (golden well) situated inside
Srimandir precincts. Then the
servitors added herbal and aro-
matic essence to the water before
performing what is known as
‘Jalabhishek’. 

The servitors first bathed Lord
Jagannath with 35 pots of  water,
Lord Balabhadra was showered
with 33 pots, Devi Subhadra with
22 pots while Lord Sudarshan took
bath with 18 pots of  water.

Devotees believe that a glimpse

of  the deities on this day will help
them get rid of  all their sins. Some
even observe this festival as the
birthday of  Lord Jagannath.

After the bathing rituals, the
Srimandir deities were adorned
with ‘Hati Besha’ (elephant head-
gear, representing a form of  Lord
Ganesha)

As it is believed that the deities
catch cold and develop fever after
the ritualistic bath, they were then
taken to ‘Anasara Ghara’ (an asy-
lum for the sick) where they will
remain ensconced for the next 15
days. This period is known as

‘Anasara’. The deities will again
give darshan to the public with re-
juvenated youth hood, a ritual
called ‘Nabajouban Darshan’, a
day before the Rath Yatra festival,
which falls July 1 this year.  

Elaborate security arrangements
were made to control the huge
turnout that was present to wit-
ness the Snana Yatra. A total of  52
platoons of  police force, three com-
mandants, 11 deputy commandants
or ASPs, 21 DSPs, 50 inspectors,
270 Sis/ASIs, 1,000 constables and
home guards were deployed to
maintain law and order. 

Devotees return for Snana Yatra
The complainants in the

letter to the CJI have
asked the Supreme Court
to intervene to prevent a

mockery of the Constitution

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 14: Former
judges and senior advocates have
written to Chief  Justice of  India (CJI)
NV Ramana urging him to take suo
motu cognizance of  incidents of  il-
legal detention, bulldozing of  res-
idences, and police action on pro-
testors agitating against certain
objectionable remarks made by BJP
spokespersons, especially in UP.  

The letter signed by them said, ‘the
letter petition is being presented
as an urgent appeal to the Supreme
Court of  India to take cognizance
of  the recent incidents of  violence
and repression by state authori-
ties on citizens’ of  Uttar Pradesh. 

The letter petition has been
signed by former judges of  the top
court, Justices B Sudarshan Reddy,
V Gopala Gowda, and AK Ganguly,
former Chief  Justice of  Delhi High
Court AP Shah, former judge of
Madras High Court Justice K
Chandru, and former Karantaka
HC judge Mohammed Anwar. 

Among the senior lawyers who
have signed the letter include ad-
vocates Shanti Bhushan, Indira
Jaising,  CU Singh,  Sriram
Panchu, Prashant Bhushan and
Anand Grover. 

The letter said that, instead of
giving protestors an opportunity
of  being heard and engaging in

peaceful protests, the UP state ad-
ministration appears to have sanc-
tioned taking violent action against
such individuals. The chief  minister
has reportedly officially exhorted
officials to take such action against
those guilty that it sets an example
and no one commits a crime or take
the law into their hands in future.

“The UP CM has further directed
that the National Security Act, 1980,
and the Uttar Pradesh Gangsters and
Anti-Social Activities (Prevention)
Act, 1986, be invoked against those
found guilty of  unlawful protests.
It is these remarks that have em-
boldened the police to brutally and
unlawfully torture protestors,” the
letter petition added. 

“Pursuant to this, the UP police
have arrested more than 300 per-
sons. Videos of  young men in po-
lice custody being beaten with
lathis, houses of  protestors being
demolished without notice or any
cause of  action, and protestors
from the minority Muslim com-
munity being chased and beaten by
police, are circulating on social
media shaking the conscience of  the
nation,” the letter pointed out.

Ex-judges, lawyers
slam UP govt over
demolitions, arrests

AGENCIES

New Delhi, June 14: West Bengal
Chief  Minister Mamata Banerjee
and Left leaders including gen-
eral secretary met NCP chief
Sharad Pawar separately here
Tuesday. They tried to convince
the veteran leader to be the joint
opposition nominee for the pres-
idential election. 

Pawar, however, refused, CPI(M)
general secretary Sitaram Yechury
said after his meeting with him.
Other than Yechury, Pawar also met
CPI general secretary D Raja and NCP
leaders Praful Patel and PC Chacko
here and conveyed to them his de-
cision to not contest the election.

“I have been informed that Pawar
will not be the op-
position face for
the presidential poll. Now we will
have to think about other names,”
Yechury said.

Banerjee is in Delhi for a meet-
ing of  non-BJP parties she has
convened to formulate a joint strat-
egy for the upcoming presidential
poll. She however, refused to make
any comments after her meeting
with Pawar.

The NCP meanwhile said that at
no point, Pawar was keen to contest
the presidential polls. A senior party
leader said that Pawar still wants to

be a part of  na-
tional politics,

Pawar is not keen to keep himself
confined to the Rashtrapati Bhavan.  

“But, I don’t think he is keen
on it (contesting polls). Saheb
(Pawar) is a people’s man. He will
not  restrict  himself  to  the
Rashtrapati Bhavan. His main tar-
get is to bring together the oppo-
sition for the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions,” a minister from NCP said. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 14: The gov-
ernment Tuesday unveiled a ‘trans-
formative’ scheme called ‘Agnipath’
for the recruitment of  soldiers into
the Army, the Navy and the Air
Force largely on a short-term con-
tractual basis with an aim to cut the
ballooning salary and pension bills
and enable a youthful profile of
the Armed Forces.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
provided details of  the new ini-
tiative at a media briefing shortly
after the Prime Minister-led Cabinet
Committee on Security approved
the scheme which the government
said would allow ‘patriotic and mo-
tivated’ youth to serve in the Armed

Forces for a period of  four years.
“Under the ‘Agneepath’ scheme,

Indian youth will be provided an
opportunity to serve in the Armed
Forces as ‘Agniveer’. This scheme
has been brought to strengthen
the security of  the country. It is a
transformative scheme,” Singh
said in the presence of  the three
Armed Forces chiefs at a press
conference here Tuesday.

Describing it a major defence
policy reform to usher in a ‘new era’
in the human resource policy of  the
three services, the Defence Ministry
said the scheme comes into im-
mediate effect. It also said the
Armed Forces will recruit 46,000
‘Agniveers’ in 2022. 

The monthly salary of  an

‘Agniveer’ in the first year would
be ̀ 30,000 and the in-hand amount
would be ̀ 21,000 as ̀ 9,000 would go
to a corpus with an equal contri-
bution of  the gover nment.
Subsequently, the monthly salary

in the second, third and fourth
year will be `33,000, `36,500 and
`40,000 respectively. Each ‘Agniveer’
will get an amount of  `11.71 lakh
as ‘Seva Nidhi Package’ and it will
be exempted from income tax.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Athagarh/Dhenkanal June 14:
There is no let-up in jumbo deaths
in the state as two elephants died
in quick succession in separate
incidents in Narasinghpur of
Cuttack district and in Kapilas zoo
in Dhenkanal district, Tuesday.    

In the first case a tusker that was
battling for life for eight days near
a rivulet at Jaipur jungle under
Narasinghapur range and Athagarh
forest division in Cuttack district
after being shot at by poachers suc-
cumbed to its injuries. This was
stated in Athagarh by ranger
Prafulla Kumar Dehuri. 

Veterinarians from Satkosia Tiger
Reserve, Nandankanan Zoological
Park and OUAT were treating the
ailing pachyderm inside the forest.
However, their efforts to revive it
failed as the animal stopped eating
for the last couple of  days.

Officials said that the tusker had
six bullet injuries and had developed
septicaemia on its right leg. 

In the second case, a newborn
jumbo calf  which had been reha-
bilitated at the elephant rescue cen-
tre of  Kapilas zoo following its res-
cue from Kunua area under Hindol
forest range died while undergoing
treatment, Tuesday afternoon. The

calf  died despite forest officials
and veterinarians putting their
best efforts for its revival.

Reports said that an elephant
herd had strayed into Sabarsahi
of  Kunua village June 11 when a fe-
male elephant gave birth to the
calf. However, the female elephant
abandoned the calf  after the de-
livery and went back to the jungle.

Jumbo deaths continue unabated  Mamata, CPI(M) fail
to convince Pawar

Sources said that the NCP chief is not keen to
contest as he doesn’t want to lose at his age

BJD non-committal
New Delhi: The BJD remained
non-committal whether it the
party would participate in the
meeting called by West Bengal
CM Mamata Banerjee regarding
the presidential polls. Bannerjee
had written to BJD supremo
Naveen Patnaik on this issue.
The meeting is scheduled to take
place Wednesday. According to a
senior BJD leader, the party
hasn’t held any discussion on
the invitation sent by Banerjee.

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee held discussions with Sharad Pawar in New
Delhi, Tuesday regarding the presidential polls   PTI PHOTO 

Boy rescued from
well after 100 hrs

RAIPUR: Rahul Sahu, the hearing
and speech-impaired kid who had
fallen into an abandoned borewell
at Pihrid village in Chhattisgarh’s
Janjgir-Champa district Friday
was rescued few minutes before
midnight Tuesday. Teams from
the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), Indian Army, local
police and state disaster response
force (SDRF), battled for more than
100 hours, to rescue the 11-year-
old Rahul. Immediately after Rahul
was brought out, officials said that
the kid was breathing but not show-
ing any discernible movement. He
was immediately rushed to a hos-
pital in Bilaspur for treatment.
Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh Baghel
had been personally monitoring the
rescue operations. 

Woman, son found
dead in Keonjhar 

KEONJHAR: Police in this district
recovered Monday the dead bod-
ies of  a 55-year old woman and
her 35-year old son on a farmland
near Jabinipur under Hatadihi
block about 80 kms from the dis-
trict headquarters, Tuesday. The
deceased were identified as Jema
Das and her son Santa Das of
Manohar pur vil lage under
Anandpur block of  this district.
Sources said that the deceased be-
longed to a poor family and were
into pig rearing to earn their liv-
ing. Police are yet to ascertain
how the two died. A probe has
been initiated in this regard. They
were staying in a temporary labour
camp set up in the locality for the
past few weeks.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Centre clears ‘Agnipath’ for Armed Forces 
Now short-time contracts of 4 years will be offered to the new recruits that may be

made permanent  depending on the requirement of the Armed Forces 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh briefing the media in presence of the chiefs
of the Army, Navy and Air Force in New Delhi, Tuesday PTI PHOTO 

PRESIDENTIAL POLLS



Mumbai:Actor Sonali
Bendre recently ex-
pressed her regret
of  not taking the
opportunity to
learn from her co-
star Aamir Khan
during the shoot-
ing of  their 1999
film Sarfarosh.
Sonali made her
mark in Hindi film in-
dustry in the ‘90s with
films like Major Saab,
Zakhm, Sarfarosh, Hamara Dil
Aap Ke Paas Hai and more. The charming
actress is all set to make her comeback to act-
ing after several years, with her upcoming se-
ries The Broken News. Amid this, she re-
cently shared that she regrets not learning
from Aamir. 

She said that although she enjoyed watching
him, she did not take the opportunity to learn from
him. “Aamir has always been the perfection-
ist. In fact, I feel that when I did
Sarfarosh with him, I en-
joyed it so much and I could
see what he was doing. But
I didn’t have the maturity to
enjoy it, learn from it And I
feel I missed that opportunity.
I have very few regrets, but
that will be one of  those,”
said the 47-year-old actress. 

Meanwhile, on the work
front, Sonali was seen in the
latest web series The Broken
News, where she plays a
journalist named Amina
Qureshi of  Awaaz Bharati.
She is sharing screen space
with Shriya Pilgaonkar
and Jaideep Ahlawat. 

IANS

P2 WHEN JENNIFER LOPEZ 
ALMOST QUIT SHOWBIZ

leisure
Actress-singer Jennifer Lopez came close to quitting
showbiz after being mocked over her curvy buttocks.
Pointing out that she was propelled to fame at a time
when the celebrity body ideal was super-skinny, she
stated not fitting the mould contributed to pushing
her to the verge of giving up her dreams.

The Joaquin Phoenix-starrer Joker 2 - a sequel
to the runaway 2019 hit film -- will be a
musical for which singer Lady Gaga is in early
talks. She will be seen portraying Harley
Quinn – Joker’s love interest and partner in
madness, in the film, reports Variety.

WEDNESDAY | JUNE 15 | 2022 | BHUBANESWAR

y
y

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

AQUARIUS
Lady Luck gazes lovingly
upon you today! Bosses are
pleased, colleagues are
happy, and this makes work seem like
leisure. You may want to get in touch with
old friends who have moved far away.
What are you waiting for, asks Ganesha,
in this age of communication?

PISCES
A good day for those looking
for romantic liaisons, says
Ganesha. You will seek the
company of your sweetheart to fight feel-
ings of solitude and boredom today. Those
who are single ought to strike gold, consid-
ering how Lady Luck will be grinning at the
efforts you make to win over your love.

SAGITTARIUS
Today is a curiously inter-
esting day for you. While
you are always well-
groomed, today, you may take that
extra bit of care to look best and
attract a lot of praise for that too, espe-
cially from those glam hounds around
you. That immaculate charm you are
carrying today will enhance your busi-
ness fortunes.

LIBRA
If there's a knock on your
door today, there's a very
strong possibility it might be
a marriage proposal. Don't get startled, and
grab opportunities that come knocking (lit-
erally!). The stars send you a partner who
shall be your match in every way. Have a
long and happy married life, says Ganesha.

SCORPIO
You shall also work like a don-
key and yet be smart as hell
in what you do today. It is
favourable if you engage in household activ-
ities – gardening, cooking, cleaning and the
likes. Work pressure will be displaced by
family pleasure, predicts Ganesha.

LEO
Get ready to bask in
applause. Well, not literally,
but Ganesha does foresee
you getting that long due recognition today
for all the hard work you've put at your
workplace. This goes hand-in-hand with the
support of your colleagues and the good
wishes of your seniors, especially if it is
some new project that you are undertaking. 

VIRGO
Today, find yourself rum-
maging through the vast
recesses of your inner self.
You will make fabulous money to spend
on your loved ones. Face up to work pres-
sures by indulging in corporeal pleasures.
You may warrant the company of some-
one special to think out loud all that is
inside you, says Ganesha.

GEMINI
Your business rivals may
compete with you in sales
and deals today, warns
Ganesha. Care and concern must be the
two watchwords in all your dealings.
Hostility may come in the way of love.
Those spurned in previous romantic
liaisons may get a chance to pen a new
love story, says Ganesha.

CANCER
Today, you may have to do a
lot of multi-tasking at work,
predicts Ganesha. And you
are likely to do it with the dexterity of a
juggler. You will finish your pending tasks
with ease. You will make seemingly impos-
sible tasks look as simple as blinking. You
will do it all without even batting an eyelid.

ARIES
You may be impetuous
today, which may lead to
unforeseen results. You may
be in a hurry and complete work which has
been pending for a long time. You will find
the time to make long-term plans. Ganesha
says you will rectify your past mistakes.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
Ganesha is pleased to see
that you have a bright day
ahead. Your efforts are due
to give the results you expect. If you are
in a mood to achieve something more
than usual, this is the day for it. You are
not likely to be disappointed. You will be
getting increasingly popular socially as
well as professionally, and gaining the
trust and support of one and all. 

CAPRICORN
If wasteful expenditure has
left your bank balance a tad
below what you had antici-
pated, you will have reasons to rejoice
today, says Ganesha. Cash inflow — and a
substantial amount of it — is likely and
will make you feel nice about your
finances. Work will go on as usual. The
only change may be a discernible change
in the work ambience; it may get a little
more comfortable.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

GAGA IN EARLY NEGOTIATIONS TO 
PLAY HARLEY QUINN IN JOKER 2

BHUBANESWAR: On the occa-
sion of  Pahili Raja, the first day of
Raja festival, Odia entertainment
channel ZEE Sarthak announced
the launching of  its new campaign
that pays homage to the women of
Odisha.

Inspired by the cultural ethos of
the region, the all-new campaign
is built with popular characters
from the channel that reflect the

very being of  the Odia woman and
salute her magnificent grace and
resolute inner strength. The cam-
paign has its music scored by
Indradip Dasgupta, and first ever
odia song sung by the prominent
playback singer Aakriti Kakar. 

Over the years, the channel has
cemented its dominance with its
popular and leading shows like
Jhili, Bijayinee, Sunajhia along

with engaging non-fiction formats
like Didi No.1 and many more. 

Talking about the channel’s
new campaign, Pratik Seal, Chief
Channel Officer of  the channel
said, “We aspire to remain Odisha’s
preferred choice in entertainment
while we have interesting proper-
ties lined up for our audiences,
which include the new seasons of
the much-loved and widely popu-

lar Sa Re Ga Ma Pa, Dance Odisha
Dance and more new stories. 

Commenting on the an-
nouncement, Samrat Ghosh, Chief
Cluster Of ficer – East,  ZEE
Entertainment Enterprises Ltd.
(ZEEL) said, “Our content has al-
ways highlighted progressive and
culturally rooted thoughts com-
plimenting deeply ingrained val-
ues of  middle class Odias.”

The channel also announced
the launch of  Nalli Bindu cam-
paign in association with ‘Raja
Parba’ festival to spread aware-
ness about women’s right to men-
strual hygiene. 

“The new identity of  the chan-
nel is both rooted and contempo-
rary, taking inspiration from cul-
turally significant symbols and
regional art expressions such as
the revered ‘Nilachakra’ and the
local patterns of  ‘Sambalpuri’
saree  and signature ‘filigree’ jew-
elry. We believe this revamped
brand identity will strengthen our
emotional connect with the Odia
viewer,” added Ghosh. PNN

BHUBANESWAR: Fearing shame
and public humiliation, princess
Kunti shunned her newborn son
Karna who was later identified as
a ‘Sutaputra’ (son of  a charioteer)
instead of  a ‘Rajaputra’(Prince).
Though the episode is part of  epic
Mahabharata, many Karnas con-
tinue to suffer in present days also
and they seek justice from their
unwed mothers. 

This was the central theme of
Odia play Bhinna Eka Rajaputra
performed on the second and last
day of  two-day state-level theatre
festival Labanya Natya Mahotsav
here at Bhanja Kalamandap,
Tuesday. The play points finger to

the existing immoral practices of
the modern era.

Written by Narayan Sahoo, the
play was directed by Satya Jena, the
secretary of  the hosting theatre
troupe Labanya Theatre of
Bhubaneswar.

Former principal of  Utkal
Sangeet Mahavidyalay Navin
Parida, senior actress Manisha
Rath and Debiprasad Das essayed
important roles in the drama
while the music was scored by
Kailash Senapati. Odisha Natya
Sangh secretary Shubhakanta
Padhi and playwright Narayan
Sahoo were the guests of  the
evening. PNN

Bhinna Eka Rajaputra: A
commentary on modern
era’s immoral practices

ZEE Sarthak launches new campaign
PROGRAMMES LINED

UP FOR THE
AUDIENCES INCLUDE

THE NEW SEASONS OF
THE WIDELY POPULAR
REALITY SHOWS SA RE

GA MA PA, DANCE
ODISHA DANCE AND

SEVERAL OTHER 
NEW SHOWS

Mumbai: Sara Ali Khan has re-
membered her first co-star Sushant
Singh Rajput who passed away in
2020. She recalled all the moments
shared with the late actor and
thanked him for giving her all the
moments and memories.

Sara shared a pic-
ture with
Sushant from
her maiden
film

Kedarnath which released in 2018.
Alongside the image, she wrote:

“From facing the camera for the first
time to seeing Jupiter and the
Moon through your telescope, so
many firsts have happened because
of  you. Thank you for giving me all
those moments and memories.”

“Today on Full Moon night when
I look up at the sky I know you’ll
be up there amongst your favourite
stars and constellations, shining
bright. Now and forever.”

Kedarnath is a romantic dis-
aster film written and directed by
Abhishek Kapoor. It tells an inter-
faith love story between a wealthy
Hindu Brahmin girl whose fam-
ily owns a lodge and shops near
the historic Kedarnath temple in

the Uttarakhand mountains
and a Muslim boy who is a
‘pithoo’ (porter) working in

the same vicinity.
Sushant died by sui-
cide at his home in

Bandra, Mumbai
June 14, 2020,
aged 34. His last
fi lm Dil
Bechara was
released
posthu-
mously on
a stream-
ing plat-
form.

IANS

SARA shares 
her moments 
with Sushant 

Sonali
talks about
her missed
opportunity

OP PHOTOActors Manisha Rath and Navin Parida in a scene from the play
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FESTIVE MOOD 

People enjoying a game of
dice during celebration of
Raja festival by Masal at
Rabindra Mandap in
Bhubaneswar, Tuesday

INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD

World 54,12,39,672  51,64,90,025 63,32,906  

India 4,32,36,695  4,26,61,370  5,24,777  

Odisha 12,88,674   12,79,351 9,126

COVID-19 TRACKER 

downtown

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 14: The state
government is planning to use
drone and remote sensing tech-
nology in mining operations to en-
sure better governance and trans-
parency in the sector.  

The Steel & Mines department
of  the state government has floated
a tender to hire an agency for de-
velopment and implementation of
an intelligent drone platform in
Odisha, sources said.

The platform will analyse drone-
captured data pertaining to the
various operations and compli-
ance aspects of  the mining lessees
and report the same in relevant
visual format. The platform will be
integrated with the current i3MS
(Integrated Mines and Mineral

Management System). Besides, it
would become a part of  the exist-
ing IT ecosystem, sources added.

Through the drone system, the
government can do boundary in-
spection, land use pattern assess-
ment, production pit status check,
stockpile detection and volume
calculations, sources informed. 

“Drones are mini pilotless air-
craft operated by remote control and

can be accessed through simple
devices like a smartphone app.
These unmanned vehicles require
far less effort, time and energy,
and can reach far and difficult ter-
rains while being controlled by a
single person remotely,” said an
official. 

For real time monitoring of  the
mining activities, the state gov-
ernment has already introduced
Integrated Mines and Mineral
Management System which has
been replicated by many states.

Apart from using information
technology (IT) in a greater way, the
state has successfully implemented
all the amended provisions of  the
Mines and Minerals (Development
and Regulation) Act which has led
to auctioning of  the highest num-
bers of  mines in the country. 

Drones may soon monitor mining ops 
The Steel & Mines department

has floated a tender to hire an
agency for development and
implementation of an intelligent
drone platform in Odisha 

The platform will analyse drone-
captured data pertaining to the

various operations and compliance
aspects of the mining lessees and
report the same in relevant visual
format 

Through the drone system, the
government can do boundary

inspection, land use pattern
assessment, production pit status
check, stockpile detection and
volume calculations 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 14: After two
years of  restriction on public cele-
bration of  festivals due to the Covid-
19 pandemic, the annual Raja festival
is being celebrated with all fun and fer-
vour by people across the state this year. 

The festival is celebrated at the
onset of  monsoon. It is also observed
to celebrate womanhood. The festi-
val is an amalgamation of  tradition
along with fun, frolic and delicacies.
This three-day event marks the pe-
riod of  fertility regeneration of  the
earth, equivalent to the menstrual
cycle which women undergo.

On the occasion, Chief  Minister
Naveen Patnaik greeted people. “My
heartfelt greetings to all on the occa-
sion of  Raja festival. Let this festi-

val, a symbol of  Odia culture and tra-
dition, bring joy and excitement to
the society. Wishing everyone a happy
and prosperous life on this occasion,”
Patnaik said.  

Due to the pandemic, there were re-
strictions on public celebration of
Raja festival in 2020 and 2021. The
people had celebrated the festival in-
doors due to the pandemic-induced re-
strictions. 

This year, the festival is being cel-
ebrated with great enthusiasm as the
state has witnessed an improvement
in the Covid-19 situation in last sev-
eral months.  Many localities in the
capital city have been decked up for
Raja celebrations, which began

Tuesday and shall continue till
Thursday. 

The Odisha Tourism Development
Corporation (OTDC) in association
with Tourism department organised
the festival at Panthanivas in the cap-
ital city. This apart, 'Pitha on Wheel'
initiative was also launched for the res-
idents  of  the twin cities  of
Bhubaneswar and Cuttack. 

“The OTDC usually makes special
arrangements with all varieties of
‘pithas’ (traditional cakes) and swings
to celebrate Raja. However, the festi-
val was celebrated in a low-key man-
ner for last two years due to the Covid-
19 pandemic. This year, we have decided
to celebrate the festival in all
Panthanivas as there is improvement
in the pandemic situation,” said
Tourism department Director Sachin
Ramachandra Yadav.

In the capital city, girls and women
were seen celebrating the festival
with new clothes and swing rides.
Special beetle counters have been put
up at several places in the city.  

Fun and fervour mark day one of Raja
My heartfelt greetings to all
on the occasion of Raja
festival. Let this festival, a

symbol of Odia culture and
tradition, bring joy and
excitement to the society.
Wishing everyone a happy and
prosperous life on this occasion 
NAVEEN PATNAIK | CHIEF MINISTER

Odia Language Literature and Culture department organised Raja festival at
Odisha State Museum in Bhubaneswar, Tuesday 

Girls enjoying swing rides at Patrapada in Bhubaneswar   OP PHOTOS

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nimapara, June 14: A 75-year-old man was bludg-
eoned to death at Kushabhadra riverbed near
Jhampulakuda village under the police limits
here Tuesday, an official said.

The deceased was identified as Gobinda
Chandra Sahoo of  Jhampulakuda village in
Bhiligram panchayat under Nimapara police lim-
its here, added the official.

The incident came to the fore in the morning
when a few locals found a lifeless Gobinda lying
in a pool of  blood with deep injuries in his
head. On being informed, police reached the
spot, recovered the body before sending it to
Chari Chhak hospital for autopsy.

Police have recovered a blood-stained crow-
bar from near the body. “On the basis of  a
complaint lodged by Gobinda’s son Nilamani,
a case (206/22) of  murder has been registered
under Section 302 of  the IPC. A local vendor
has been detained in connection with the in-
cident,” said an official. 

Man bludgeoned to
death at Nimapara

Deities adorned with Hati Besha after the completion of bathing rituals at Srimandir in Puri, Tuesday. (Bottom) Devotees
gathered near the 12th century shrine to witness the rituals OP PHOTOS

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, June 14:West Bengal Chief  Minister
Mamata Banerjee Tuesday arrived in the national
capital to hold a meeting of  22 parties on
Presidential elections June 15. She has sent in-
vitation to the party heads but there hasn’t
been any clarity whether Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
will take part in the meeting.

According to a senior BJD leader, the party has-
n’t yet decided on the invitation of  Banerjee in
which she requested Chief  Minister Naveen
Patnaik to join the meeting to hold discussions
on Presidential elections. In a letter sent to all the
party heads, Banerjee wrote as the Presidential
elections are round the corner, it is the perfect
opportunity for all progressive opposition par-
ties to reconvene and deliberate on the future course
of  Indian politics. Significantly, the BJD has al-
ways maintained equidistance from the national
parties and kept the interest of  the state above
any alliance. However, during the 2017 Presidential
elections, BJD had supported President Ram
Nath Kovind, who was a NDA candidate, after re-
ceiving a call from PM Narendra Modi.

BJD NON-COMMITTAL
ON MAMATA’S CALL

DEITIES’ ELEPHANT ATTIRE 
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Average human brain tem-
perature is 38.5 degrees
Celsius, with deeper brain

regions often exceeding 40 degrees
Celsius, particularly in women
during the daytime, finds a study.

Normal human brain tempera-
ture varies much more than pre-
viously thought, and this could be
a sign of  healthy brain function,
said researchers at the Medical
Research Council (MRC) Laboratory
for Molecular Biology, in the UK
who produced the first 4D map of
healthy human brain temperature.

The map overturns several pre-
vious assumptions and shows the
remarkable extent to which brain
temperature varies by brain re-
gion, age, sex, and time of  day.
Importantly, these findings also
challenge a widely held belief  that
human brain and body temperature

are the same.
The research, published in the

journal Brain, also included analy-
sis of  data from patients with trau-
matic brain injury, showing that the
presence of  daily brain tempera-
ture cycles strongly correlates with
survival. These findings could be
used to improve understanding,
prognosis, and treatment of  brain
injury.

"To me, the most surprising find-
ing from our study is that the
healthy human brain can reach
temperatures that would be diag-
nosed as fever anywhere else in
the body. Such high temperatures
have been measured in people with
brain injuries in the past, but had
been assumed to result from the in-
jury," said Dr. John O'Neill, Group
Leader at the MRC Lab.

To study the healthy brain, the

researchers recruited 40 volun-
teers, aged 20-40 years, to be scanned
in the morning, afternoon, and
late evening over one day.

In healthy participants, the av-
erage brain temperature was 38.5

degrees Celsius, more than two de-
grees warmer than that meas-
ured under the tongue. The study
also found that brain tempera-
ture varied depending on: time of
day, brain region, sex and men-

strual cycle, and age.
While the brain surface was gen-

erally cooler, deeper brain struc-
tures were frequently warmer than
40 degrees Celsius; with the high-
est observed brain temperature
being 40.9 degrees Celsius.

Across all individuals, brain
temperature showed consistent
time-of-day variation by nearly 1 de-
grees Celsius, with highest brain
temperatures observed in the af-
ternoon, and the lowest at night.

"We found that brain temperature
drops at night before you go to
sleep and rises during the day.
There is good reason to believe
this daily variation is associated
with long-term brain health a"
something we hope to investigate
next," O'Neill said.

On average, female brains were
around 0.4 degrees Celsius warmer

than male brains. This sex differ-
ence was most likely driven by the
menstrual cycle, since most fe-
males were scanned in the post-
ovulation phase of  their cycle, and
their brain temperature was around
0.4 degrees Celsius warmer than
that of  females scanned in their pre-
ovulation phase.

The results also showed that
brain temperature increased with
age over the 20-year range of  the
participants, most notably in deep
brain regions, where the average
increase was 0.6 degrees Celsius.

The researchers propose that
the brain's capacity to cool down
may deteriorate with age and fur-
ther work is needed to investigate
whether it is linked with the de-
velopment of  age-related brain dis-
orders.

IANS

Human brains are hotter than thought, particularly women’s: Study

PNN & AGENCIES

Cuttack, June 14: Advocates here,
including members of  the Orissa
High Court Bar Association,
Tuesday unanimously passed a
resolution opposing the move of
Odisha State Bar Council (OSBC)
to collect ̀ 100 each from advocates

for its Corpus Welfare Fund.
The state bar council had June

8 issued a notification asking ad-
vocates to affix an additional
amount of  `100 each in their
‘vakalatnama’, which will go to
the council's corpus fund.

The resisting advocates con-
vened a meeting in which repre-

sentatives of  the Orissa High Court
Bar Association and all other bar
associations in the city passed a res-
olution opposing the council's move.

Participants said that in the ab-
sence of  a permanent bar council,
the interim committee of  the coun-
cil is not authorised to take a de-
cision on policy matters of  advocate
fees. They pointed out that there was
no valid reason for the council to
collect money from advocates for the
corpus fund and instead, the coun-
cil could have approached the state
government for it.

“It was unanimously decided
not to affix any additional fees in
the vakalatnama as notified by
the interim committee of  the state
bar council,” the resolution on
the letterhead of  the High Court
Bar Association said. Their de-
cision would be intimated to other
bar associations of  the state re-
questing them to adhere to the
decision, it added.

Lawyers in Cuttack oppose
OSBC move on corpus fund

AT A GLANCE 
The Odisha State Bar

Council had June 8 issued a
notification asking 

advocates to affix an 
additional amount of 

`100 each in their 
‘vakalatnama’, which will

go to the council's 
corpus fund

According to the advocates, the
interim committee of the council,

in the absence of a permanent
bar council, is not authorised to

take a decision on policy matters
of advocate fees

They pointed out
that there was no
valid reason for
the council to
collect money
from advocates
for the corpus
fund and instead,
the council could
have approached
the state govt for it

A girl checks handicrafts at Kite Utsav organised by Mission Shakti, ORMAS and Cuttack administration at Barabati Stadium in the Silver City, Tuesday OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 14: In order
to create awareness about road
safety, a national level film contest
has been recently organised in
Odisha. A first-of-its-kind contest
titled National Road Safety Short
Film Festival witnessed over-
whelming response from partici-
pants from across the country. 

A total of  230 participants made
their entries for the festival sub-
mitting their films in documen-
tary, experimental, narrative, fiction,
non-fiction and animation formats.
The festival offers an unbiased and
democratic space to storytellers,
who are willing to share their ideas
about road safety through the audio-
visual medium. There are entries
in several languages including
Hindi, Telugu, Malayalam and

English. Besides films in Odia lan-
guage, there are quite a few entries
in Santali language as well from
tribal belts of  the state.

The shortlisted movies will be
screened June 18 and 19 at Rourkela.
The festival will culminate at Puri
where shortlisted films will be
screened June 24 and 25. The win-
ners will be selected by a panel of
film industry professionals and per-

sonalities from other walks of  life.
The best film will carry a prize

money of  `1 lakh while the two
runners-up will get `80, 000 and
`60, 000 respectively. The best di-
rector will get ̀ 25, 000, best screen-
play `25, 000 and best cinematog-
raphy `25, 000.

Likewise, the best actor and
actress will receive a cash award
of  `25, 000.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baripada, June 14: Servitors
from Mayurbhanj affiliated to
Odisha Mathamandira Sevayat
Sangh will embark on a padayatra
from June 20 to meet Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik in
Bhubaneswar over multiple is-
sues mostly related to rituals of
deities in mutts and temples under
the Endowment department.

A delegation of  servitors led by

Kameswar Tripathy met the
Collector and submitted a memo-
randum in this regard recently. 

Their demands include imme-
diate reclamation of  temple and
mutt properties, proper manage-
ments of  rituals, hike in servitors’
remunerations, appointment of  a
special officer for Baripada
Endowment department and EPF
provision for servitors. 

Significantly, rituals of  deities in
10 mutts and temples in the dis-
trict are disrupted due to numer-
ous reasons. The servitors have
long been seeking hike in the al-
lowances, but the Endowment de-
partment is not taking any step in
this regard, it is alleged.    

The servitors will also meet the
Law minister in Bhubaneswar over
their demands. The expenses in-

curred owing to rituals at mutts and
temples are met from temple in-
comes. Importantly, thousands of
acres of  land belonging to mutts and
temples are under illegal occupa-
tion. The deities are soon going to
be landless while their rituals and
niti bhogas have been disrupted
for fund crunch, they said.

Servitors are deprived of  their
remunerations. The officials are
cringing back to reclaim the landed
properties of  the deities.     

They alleged that the deities
have always been neglected by the
Endowment department. 

“Poor budgetary allocation
makes it difficult to meet the daily
needs of  the deities. Despite sev-
eral requests, remuneration of
servitors is yet to be revised,”
said a senior servitor.

Servitors to embark on padayatra June 20
The servitors from

Mayurbhanj have planned
to meet Chief Minister

Naveen Patnaik and Law
minister in Bhubaneswar

over multiple issues

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 14: More
than 50 volunteers donated blood
at a programme organised by
Department of  Transfusion
Medicine at All India Institute of
Medical  Sciences (AIIMS),
Bhubaneswar on the occasion of
World Blood Donor Day, Tuesday.

An awareness programme was
also organised on this occasion
where the experts highlighted the
importance of  blood donation.
They maintained that donating
blood improves mental health, im-
proves overall cardiovascular
health, and lowers the risk of
stroke and cancer too. The most im-
portant benefit of  blood donation
is that a single donation can save
lives of  3-4 patients. 

They were of  the opinion that vol-
untary blood donors, particularly
regular donors, are the first line of
defense in preventing the trans-
mission of  HIV, Hepatitis viruses
and other blood-borne infections
through the route of  transfusion.

Voluntary donors also know the
importance of  safe blood. They
also maintain good health, which
is required for optimum dose of
blood components for transfusion
purposes. 

Similarly, sufficient number of
healthy voluntary donors is re-
quired to maintain the balance
and ensure that blood is always
available whenever and wherever
it is needed. 

Dr Somnath Mukherjee of  the
Department of  Transfusion
Medicine and Blood Centre and
others were present on the occasion.
It may be noted that World Blood
Donor Day is celebrated on June 14
every year on the birthday of  Karl
Landsteiner, who was awarded the
Nobel Prize for his discovery of
ABO Blood group system.

50 volunteers donate blood at AIIMS

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, June 14: Odisha’s
Covid-19 tally rose to 12,88,674
Tuesday as 14 more people tested
positive for the infection, two more
than the previous day, a Health
bulletin said.

The state’s coronavirus death
toll remained unchanged at 9,126
as no fresh fatality was reported.

Odisha now has 144 active cases,
while 12,79,351 people have recov-
ered from the disease thus far, in-
cluding 14 in the last 24 hours. A
total of  53 patients have died due
to comorbidities to date.

The daily positivity rate stood at
0.13 per cent as 10,415 samples were
tested for Covid-19, it added.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 14: Donating
blood regularly goes a long way
lowering the risk of  a heart at-
tack, said Kalinga Institute of
Medical Sciences (KIMS) Blood
Centre head Sukanta Tripathy on
the occasion of  World Blood Donor
Day, Tuesday.

Tripathy appealed to the people
to come forward and donate blood
as there is a pressing need to in-
crease the voluntary donor base
in Odisha. “Even if  only one per
cent of  the population donates,
there will be no scarcity for blood,”
he underlined.

As many as 4,87,022 units of
blood were collected in 2021. Out of
it, 3,25,139 units—66.76 per cent—
were donated from voluntary
donors and the rest were by re-
placement donors, he said.

“We need to create greater aware-
ness among the people to come in
more numbers and voluntarily do-

nate blood to meet the increasing
demand. This act of  charity will not
only give you a sense of  pride but
also help you maintain a healthy
life,” added Tripathy.

Regular blood donation is linked
to lower risk of  heart attack, main-
taining normal blood pressure and
iron level. “A donor can also keep
the cholesterol level under control
as well. And above all, the donor also
gets the benefit of  free check-up be-
fore blood donation,” Tripathy said
listing out the advantages of  blood
donation.

The KIMS Blood Centre, rechris-
tened as the Department of
Transfusion Medicine, began its op-
erations in 2006. In 2020, it got the
nod to operate the Apheresis ma-
chine, added Tripathy. 

‘REGULAR BLOOD DONATION
LOWERS HEART ATTACK RISK’

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 14: In view
of  convenience of  passengers, the
East Coast Railway (ECoR) has de-
cided to extend the services of
Rangapara North (Assam)-Puri-
Rangapara North Special till the last
week of  July this year.

The 05870/05869 Rangapara
North-Puri Special will run till
July 25, 2022 every Monday and
from Puri to Rangapara North
every Wednesday till July 27.

The scheduled stoppages at var-
ious stations and timings will re-
main unchanged.

Apart from this, it has been de-
cided to cancel the following trains
June 18 and 19 from both the di-
rections for urgent track mainte-
nance work for better movement of
trains and safety of  both passengers
and trains. 

These trains are 18301/18302
Sambalpur-Rayagada-Sambalpur
Inter City Express, 18303/18304
Sambalpur-Puri-Sambalpur Inter
City Express,  22820/22819
Visakhapatnam-Bhubaneswar-
Visakhapatnam Inter City Express,
18532/18531 Visakhapatnam-Palasa-
Visakhapatnam Express,
08546/08545 Visakhapatnam-
Koraput-Visakhapatnam Passenger
Special and 18417/18418 Puri-
Gunupur-Puri Express.  

WORLD BLOOD
DONOR DAY

KITE UTSAV

IN A FIRST, STATE HOSTS FILM 
FESTIVAL ON ROAD SAFETY

Puri-Rangapara North
Spl services extended  

14 fresh Covid
cases in state

230 ENTRIES FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY

The state’s coronavirus
death toll remained
unchanged at 9,126 as no
fresh fatality was reported

The scheduled 
stoppages at various
stations and timings 
will remain unchanged

FILE PHOTO
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HOME TO WINGED BEAUTIES 

Bhitarkanika National Park is abuzz with the chirping of birds as the winged guests flocked to the scenic site under Rajnagar block in Kendrapara district

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bolangir, June 14: Controversies
continue to plague Lower Suktel
Irrigation Project which is termed
as the lifeline of  farmers and res-
idents of  Bolangir district, a re-
port said. 

Over 20 years have passed since
the work for the project began but
it is yet to get completed. Meanwhile,
after several controversies and ob-
jections, the project work has re-
sumed after the state government
and senior administrators 
intervened.  

The fresh deadline of  the proj-
ect is March 2023. In its bid to meet
the deadline, the consultancy agency
is now hastily carrying out the
dam work and other miscellaneous
works of  the project.  

The initial outlay for the project
was `217 crore but it has now
reached a staggering ̀ 4,000 crore.
It is alleged that engineers have
splurged money under the cover of
senior administrators without ac-
tually doing any work during last

20 years. Nobody is mustering
courage to oppose them as they
enjoy the patronage of  senior ad-
ministrators. 

Moreover, locals have alleged
that substandard soil is being used
in construction of  the embank-
ment, raising questions about the
durability of  the dyke. They have
alleged that the consultancy agency
is not using the soil tested for the
purpose but laying soil on the em-
bankment by lifting it from other
sites. Locals have alleged that the
engineers are encouraging such a
move to complete the work within
the fresh deadline. 

In the meantime, 90 per cent of
the spillway work and 70 per cent
of  the soil embankment work have
been completed. Reports said the
initial outlay was only ̀ 217.13 crore
when it received administrative
approval in 1999. 

Chief  Minister Naveen Patnaik
laid the foundation stone for the
project in November 2001 which
was planned for completion by
2005. However, the project failed

to make any headway due to stiff
opposition from the residents of
likely submerged areas. 

People intensified their agita-
tion after they noticed severe ir-
regularities in the social survey
conducted for the project. The proj-
ect got mired in controversy after
they found illegal purchase of  land
for outside people other than the
project affected. 

The project work got stalled and
resumed after the district admin-
istration started distributing com-
pensation for rehabilitation of  the
oustees. 

However, within a few days, ir-
regularities of  ̀ 100 crore and fund
embezzlement again pushed the
project  to  the backbur ner.
Preliminary inquiries indicated
involvement of  some senior officers,
engineers and zone officers in the
irregularities. As a result, the proj-
ect work failed to get completed
by 2005.  

Later, the anti-project agitation
got intensified following which the
project work again came to a halt
and the fate of  the project was
pushed into uncertainty. The work
resumed after the pro-project peo-
ple launched an agitation in 2012-
2013. However, the project sup-
porters started opposing the project
after they found some engineers and
officers cheating them and mis-
appropriating the funds sanctioned
in their names. During this pe-
riod, the engineers also neglected
the work and failed to complete
the construction of  Lower Suktel
Rehabilitation Colony.  

Meanwhile, works for con-
struction of  the colony has started
under the direct supervision of
Bolangir Collector Chanchal Rana.

Attempt to contact project chief
engineer Niranjan Rout on his
phone on the corruption allega-
tions failed as the call went 
unanswered.

Riddled with scams, 
Lower Suktel in limbo

Over 20 years have passed
since the work for the

project began but it is yet to
get completed

Following several controversies and
opposition, the project work has resumed
after the state government and senior
administrators intervened 

THE FRESH DEADLINE OF THE PROJECT IS MARCH 2023

POST NEWS NETWORK

Khandapara, June 14: A person
who was looking for a vast patch
of  land to set up his farmhouse
here in Nayagarh district was killed
by miscreants, who had called him
from Sambalpur Monday. 

The deceased was identified as
Surya Kondh, 38, a native of
Shaktinag ar at  Hirakud in
Sambalpur. Besides, the miscre-
ants also brutally attacked his
nephew and his car driver. The in-
jured were identified as Raja Sahu,

26, and driver Ajay. 
Meanwhile, a police team com-

prising ASP Bidyut Panda,
Khandapara IIC Biswajit Routray
and Fatehgarh IIC Girija Nandan,
along with a scientific team, visited
the crime spot Tuesday and started
an investigation into the incident. 

During the investigation, the
police found that 10 to 12 people
have committed the crime and ab-
sconded. 

Police also learnt that a partic-
ular gang is active in the area that
lures customers from far off  places

and loot them on the pretext of
selling land and Hanuman coins
through social media. 

However, none of  the accused
has been arrested so far. A manhunt
was started to nab the culprits.   

According to police, Surya was
looking for a vast patch of  land
for far mhouse.  A person of
Khandapara area had contacted
Surya to buy him land. The three
were called to Bhanrpalli under
Khandapara police limits. They
reached there at 4pm, Monday.
From Bhanrpalli, the three were
taken to Kuanria river bank. 

As they reached, a group of  10/12
people armed with weapons at-
tacked them. The attackers snatched
away their mobile phones and
`25,000 in cash. Surya was killed in
the attack while the critically in-
jured duo managed to reach
Ragadisahi police outpost with
help of  other people.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur, June 14: Crocodiles
have struck terror in riparian
villages along Jamuna river, a
distributary of  Kharasrota in
Jajpur district. People of
Sathia, Tigiri, Merkasanpur,
Darajur and other villages
under Similia panchayat fear
to step into Jamuna river. The
river is now infested with croc-
odiles. Recently, crocodiles
have dragged away a calf  and

a dog into the river in full pub-
lic view. In absence of  a bridge,
people have to wade through
the river to their farmland on
the opposite side. Most of  ri-
parian people bathe in the
river. After a spurt in the croc-
odile attacks on domestic an-
imals, people have stopped
going near the river. The Forest
department has put up warn-
ing boards on the river banks,
cautioning people against the
crocodiles lurking in the river. 

Sambalpur man killed in Khandapara
During the investigation,
police found that 10 to 12

people called Surya Kondh
to Nayagarh on pretext of
buying him land, but killed

him before absconding

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, June 14: A gang of
fraudsters has been active in
Berhampur town, fleecing people
of  lakhs of  rupees on the plea of  pro-
viding them with jobs abroad.
Many youths have become victims
of  this fraud gang. 

The fraud came to the fore after
a complaint was filed at Cyber po-
lice station here Sunday. 

A Gujarat-based company with
help of  another agency at Lochapada
in Berhampur has taken away ̀ 13 lakh
from many youths on the promise of
ensuring them VISA, passports and
then giving them jobs abroad. The
Lochapada based employment agency
had collected money from youths on
behalf  of  the Gujarat-based agency.

However, the agency could not
provide jobs to the youths who de-
manded their money back. Upset, the
Lochapada-based agency with one
Ritarani Pradhan as its director
tried to contact the Gujarat agency
about the jobs and money. But she
could not get any assurance there-
after. Then, she filed an FIR at Cyber
police station against the Gujarat-
based company. Meanwhile, Cyber
police has started an investigation
into the matter.

Gujarat job agency
dupes youths of lakhs

Agency failed to provide
jobs to the youths who
demanded their money
back. An FIR was filed 
at Cyber police station

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, June 14: The Berhampur
Municipal Corporation’s (BeMC) am-
bitious plan for construction of  2,000
rainwater harvesting projects in the
Silk city here is set to miss the dead-
line as works for only 20 to 30 projects
are in progress, a report said. 

The plan is aimed at addressing
the depleting water table in the city
amidst growing drinking water crisis.
The structures are constructed in
open spaces or on rooftops under the
state sponsored Mukhyamantri Karma
Tatpara Abhiyan that would help cre-
ate ecologically sustainable and climate
resilient community assets. 

The civic body has planned for con-
struction of  50 rainwater harvesting
projects in each ward of  the city as well
as in open spaces, government offices,
public libraries, parks and Kalyan
Mandaps (community centres) in the
city. The projects have been assigned
to women self-help groups (SHGs)

that were asked to complete the works
by June 15.

However, with works moving at
snail’s pace and the SHGs only work-
ing on 20 to30 projects, the civic body
is set to miss the deadline. Reports
said that not a single project has been
completed so far.   

Sources said the civic body has
sanctioned  ̀ 38,700 each for the rooftop
projects and ̀ 30,000 each for projects
in open spaces. The civic body has
entrusted the women SHGs with the
work which will help them earn a
livelihood and make them 
self-reliant.
However, not a
single project
has been com-
pleted. 

On the other
hand, the civic
body had con-
structed 500
such projects in-
cluding those on
government of-
fices by spend-
ing around
`20,000 to 25,000

on each project. However, several such
projects have allegedly become de-
stroyed and are lying 
defunct now. 

Locals have demanded early com-
pletion of  the projects and revival of
the defunct ones. Observers claimed
burial of  several water bodies and
construction of  high-rises is the rea-
son behind the depleting groundwa-
ter level in the city.

When contacted, Smita Dash, Nodal
CEO of  BeMC, said work is going on in
several projects and they will be com-
pleted and made operational very soon. 

BeMC’s rainwater harvesting 
projects still a pipedream

THE CIVIC BODY HAS PLANNED FOR
CONSTRUCTION OF 50 RAINWATER
HARVESTING PROJECTS IN EACH

WARD OF THE CITY AS WELL AS IN
OPEN SPACES, GOVERNMENT

OFFICES, PUBLIC LIBRARIES, PARKS
AND KALYAN MANDAPS IN THE CITY

THE PROJECTS HAVE BEEN
ASSIGNED TO WOMEN SHGS  THAT
WERE ASKED TO COMPLETE THE

WORKS BY JUNE 15

WITH WORKS MOVING AT SNAIL’S
PACE AND THE SHGS ONLY

WORKING ON 20 TO 30 PROJECTS,
THE CIVIC BODY IS SET TO MISS

THE DEADLINE

Crocodiles strike terror in Jajpur 

AGENCIES

Berhampur, June 14: A 30-year-
old woman was arrested for al-
legedly branding her eight-year-
old stepdaughter with a hot iron rod
when she asked her for ̀ 5 for buy-
ing chocolates and biscuits in
Ganjam district, police said Tuesday.

The incident took place on Laxmi
Nursingh Street in Bada Bazar
Police Station area here Friday.

It came to light Sunday when
locals informed the police after
seeing multiple injury marks on the
body of  the Class IV student when
she was going to tuition.

“We have  arrested the woman
following a complaint lodged by
by the girl's uncle. He alleged that
the woman tried to kill the girl by
branding her with a hot iron rod,”
IIC Prasant Bhupati said.

After being rescued and treated
at MKCG Medical College and
Hospital, the girl was housed in a
child care institution as per the
direction of  the district child wel-
fare committee. The girl has in-
jury marks on her cheek, back and
shoulder, he said. The accused had
allegedly tried to cover the girl's in-
juries with face powder and warned
her against disclosing the incident
before anyone.

WOMAN HELD
FOR BRANDING
STEPDAUGHTER
WITH IRON ROD

Youth hangs self 
Patana: A youth hanged
himself from the ceiling fan of
his house at Baunsanala
village under Patana police
limits in Keonjhar district
Monday. The exact reason for
his extreme step is yet to be
ascertained. The deceased
has been identified as Laxman
Bandra, 20. Sources said
Bandra was under pressure
for some reason for the last
couple of days. Monday
morning, family members
spotted his body hanging from
the ceiling fan and alerted the
cops. Police reached the spot
and brought the body down
which was then sent for post-
mortem to a nearby hospital.
An investigation is underway,
a police official said.

OP PHOTO

The accused tried to 
cover the girl’s injuries
with face powder and
warned her against 
disclosing it to anyone
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T he arrest in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) of  the two brothers – Atul
and Rajesh - belonging to the wealthy Gupta family, has sparked ju-
bilation in the entire South Africa as the family has earned notori-

ety for virtually holding the state captive for about a decade to advance its
multi-billion dollar family businesses. The infamous story has a striking par-
allel to cases of  bank fraud and use of  political clout by business magnates
in India fleecing public exchequer. Interestingly, criminals of  such nature
have mastered the art of  looting the resources of  the countries they live in
and then flying away to foreign soils to escape the law of  the land. While India
and South Africa share a common glorious history of  the non-violent move-
ment experimented and perfected by Mahatma Gandhi, the Guptas hailing
from India have besmirched the reputation of  India with their shady deals
worth 25 per cent of  South Africa’s GDP, according to an estimate. Their in-
fluence on the then President of  South Africa Jacob Zuma in using the
state machinery for personal gains was such that a new epithet – ‘Zuptas’ -
was coined in the country to derisively indicate the alleged nexus between
the Guptas and Zuma.

The Gupta brothers fled South Africa after a judicial commission began
probing their alleged involvement in corruption in 2018. They are accused
of  paying bribes to bag lucrative state contracts and having a hand in pow-
erful government appointments. Of  course, both the family and Zuma per-
sistently deny any wrongdoing. A statement from Dubai Police said the two
men were being held “in connection with money laundering and criminal
charges in South Africa.” The force had acted after receiving an Interpol red
notice which enjoins on government agencies to provisionally arrest a
wanted person pending extradition. A third brother, Ajay, is also wanted by
the South African authorities, but it is yet to be confirmed whether he too
has been arrested.

The Gupta family’s rise is spectacular. In a way, one can find some com-
mon elements between them and the Nirav Modis and the Vijay Mallyas. The
Guptas moved from India to South Africa in 1993 after facing accusations
of  money laundering in India. Indian tax officials raided properties be-
longing to them in 2018 in several cities, including their company office in
Delhi. Most of  the serious corruption allegations levelled against the Gupta
brothers revolve round their relationship with Zuma, who was President of
South Africa from 2009 till he was forced to step down in the wake of  cor-
ruption allegations in 2018. The Gupta family is accused of  using their close
links with Zuma to wield political power extensively across all levels of
South African government. They won business contracts allegedly influencing
high-profile government appointments and misappropriating state funds.
After the brothers fled the country, the South African government initially
could not do anything to nab them since it had no extradition treaty with
the UAE. But in 2021, the treaty was negotiated and the new President Cyril
Ramaphosa’s government began efforts to get the Gupta brothers extra-
dited. However, it is not yet clear whether the two brothers will be immedi-
ately extradited to South Africa following the arrests.

The list of  public bodies accused of  having been captured by the Guptas
is long. Included in this list are the ministries of  Finance, Natural Resources
and Public Enterprises, as well as agencies responsible for tax collection and
communications, the national broadcaster SABC, the national carrier South
African Airways, the state-owned rail-freight operator and the energy giant
Eskom - one of  the largest utility companies in the world.

A four-year investigation later published by the country’s top judge con-
cluded that the brothers had become deeply embedded in the highest levels
of  government and Zuma’s ruling African National Congress (ANC) party.
Reports published this year by investigators accused the brothers of  being
linked to racketeering activity through the procurement of  rail, ports and
pipeline infrastructure. Its authors said Zuma “would do anything that the
Guptas wanted him to do for them.” Last year, Zuma was imprisoned for 15
months for refusing to testify before the same investigators. He was re-
leased on parole after serving two months of  his sentence in jail.

A protracted legal battle is on the cards in South Africa as the cash-rich
Gupta family will use their resources to defeat the prosecution case. South
Africa’s economy is in shambles and the government is known to be begging
lawyers to fight its cases. It is imaginable how such lawyers will fare against
the battery of  eminent and efficient lawyers the Guptas will engage. The new
President is also accused of  indulging in corruption and using the cases against
the Guptas, Zuma and other big fish as a witch-hunt.

Whatever the fate of  South Africa’s investigation and prosecution, the case
of  the Guptas will stand out as a great indicator of  how Indians can excel
in being corrupt themselves and succeeding in corrupting the best any-
where the sun shines.

D rivers all over the world are
unhappy about rising fuel
prices. Some have found in-

teresting ways to protest the prices,
but none more uniquely than
Subhranshu Samal did at his recent
wedding in Bhubaneswar.

As widely reported, the 47-year-
old grocery shop owner rode a bi-
cycle to the wedding venue, while
wearing an elegant sherwani, head-
dress and garland. No cars or loud
DJs were part of  the wedding pro-
cession, which gained plenty of  at-
tention from passersby, because
it’s not every day that you see a
groom dashing on a bicycle. I mean,
a dashing groom on a bicycle.

Samal told The Telegraph that
he didn’t just want to protest fuel
prices, but also promote environ-
mentally friendly modes of  trans-
portation.

“By going on a bicycle, I have
also been able to send a message
about the need to maintain a good
environment and good physique
by avoiding to travel in cars and
other motorable vehicles,” he said.
“My wife Sipra was also happy
with my decision.”

Yes, you’ve got to make Sipra
happy. As the old saying goes,
“Happy wife, happy life.” In this
case, it might be: “Happy ride,
happy bride.”

It’s worth noting that other Indian
grooms have promoted bicycle
transportation at their weddings.
Last November, Dinesh Sale, a
member of  a cycling group in
Hyderabad called Happy
Hyderabad, biked to his wedding,
accompanied by friends on their cy-
cles. After the wedding, he and his
bride rode away on a tandem bicycle
adorned with balloons and a “Just
Married” sign.

“We don’t have to always opt for
a car to make an entry at the wed-
ding,” Sale told Telangana Today.
“With this, I wanted to encourage
people towards cycling and overall
well-being and good health.” 

Two years earlier, in November
2019, Gurbakhshish Singh Gaggi
rode a bicycle to his wedding in
Bathinda, Punjab, and rode away
with Ramandeep Kaur seated on the
crossbar. Gaggi was also making a
statement, but not about petrol
prices or good health. He was show-

ing his disapproval for expensive
weddings and dowry (which he re-
fused to accept).

Men like these should be ap-
plauded because they’re willing to
go against social norms. They’re
willing to stand up for their be-
liefs, even if  it means potentially
displeasing their in-laws. Just pic-
ture three middle-aged men, Ram,
Ashok and Salil, talking about each
of  their daughters’ recent wed-
dings.

Ram: “My son-in-law arrived at
the wedding venue in a Mercedes
S-Class.”

Ashok: “Is that so? Well, my son-
in-law came to the wedding in a
Porsche Panamera. What about
yours, Salil?”

Salil: “He is a hero. I mean, he
used a Hero.”

Ashok: “Hero makes cars now?”
Salil: “No, it was a bicycle. A

statement bicycle.”
Ram: “Statement bicycle?”
Salil: “Yes, he was making a

statement. He was saying that petrol
prices are too high, and because of
that, he prefers to ride his bicycle
and leave his Lamborghini in his

garage.” Riding a bicycle isn’t al-
ways practical, but it’s a great way
to get exercise, reduce your car-
bon footprint and ensure that you
don’t empty your bank account at
the petrol station.

My wife, Malathi, often rides
her bicycle to work. We made a de-
cision, when we bought our house,
to be close enough to her office
that she didn’t need to rely on a
car. (Unfortunately we couldn’t
find a home that would enable her
ride to be downhill both ways.)

If  you can’t find a house or apart-
ment near your workplace, it’s wise
to be near a bus stop or train sta-
tion. Using public transportation
helps keep fuel prices from affect-
ing us much. There are many rea-
sons why prices keep rising, and we
really can’t do much about them,
except change our habits.

If  you’re a bachelor who’s
planning to get married soon,
please consider riding a bicycle
to your wedding. Subhranshu
and Dinesh will be pleased, and
Gurbakhshish might be too, es-
pecially if  you’re giving up the
car as well as dowry.

THE VIRUS IS STILL WINNING
O

nce again, COVID-19 is
rampaging unchecked
through the US popula-
tion, because there are

no longer any public-health meas-
ures in place to protect adequately
against infection. I myself  have
taken extraordinary precautions
to avoid infection for the last two
and a half  years, because I met
three of  the qualifications for se-
vere COVID-19: I am 77 years old;
I am a cancer survivor; and for
the past 40 years I have been treated
for a chronic inflammatory con-
dition that leaves me moderately
immuno-compromised.

Luckily, I had the privilege of
being able to sequester myself  in
my country home, where I could
control my personal interactions.
I was vaccinated within weeks of
vaccines becoming available, and
I have received boosters every
three to four months since.
Moreover, I was given Evusheld,
a monoclonal antibody treatment,
four weeks ago.

Yet, toward the end of  May, after
many months of  seclusion, I per-
mitted myself  one social occasion
– a fundraising event with about
100 people in attendance. Four
days later, in bed with a fever,
cough, and malaise, I tested posi-
tive for COVID-19. Even with mul-
tiple vaccinations and Evusheld,
I was not protected.

My experience has underscored
a sad truth. In the race to return
to some semblance of  normalcy, the
needs of  the vulnerable have been
forgotten.

Given that infection by SARS-
CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-
19, has now become almost in-
evitable for most people, the least
we could do is develop drug treat-
ments to alleviate disease symp-
toms and prevent death and long-
term consequences. But we have
not done so. Pharmaceutical com-
panies designed and manufac-
tured COVID-19 vaccines on an
unprecedentedly accelerated time-
line, but drug development has
not proceeded apace.

There are three main treatment
options for those who develop
COVID-19 and are at risk for long-
term effects and disability. All three
have limitations that prevent wider
use. The first is remdesivir, which
requires an IV-administered infu-
sion and is thus available only in
clinical settings. The second is
Evusheld, which its developer,

AstraZeneca, claims is effective at
preventing infection from the lat-
est Omicron sub-variants. However,
in my case at least, the treatment
failed to work as it should.

The third is Paxlovid, an an-
tiviral drug developed by Pfizer that
targets the SARS-CoV-2 protease.
Paxlovid gained popularity as a
COVID-19 treatment when stud-
ies showed that it reduced the risk
of  serious illness and death by up
to 90 per cent. But research into its
prophylactic potential has turned
up empty, and new evidence sug-
gests that some who take it expe-
rience rebound infections, mean-
ing they might unwittingly
transmit the virus to others.

What is to be done? Since the
start of  the pandemic, I have ar-
gued that vaccination alone will not
be sufficient to prevent repeated
COVID-19 infections. The literature
on cold-causing coronaviruses
demonstrates that they can reap-
pear like clockwork. And with
SARS-CoV-2, waves of  infection
occur not annually, as I would
have expected based on previous
data, but rather at much shorter
intervals – every four to six months.

In addition to recognising the
limitations of  vaccination as a
form of  pandemic control, we are
becoming more aware of  the se-
riousness of  “long COVID,” which
describes a broad range of  symp-
toms – respiratory, gastrointesti-

nal, neurological – that persist
after an initial COVID-19 infec-
tion has cleared.

While more than one-third of
COVID-19 patients will develop
long-term symptoms of  some kind,
2-4 per cent will experience con-
sequences severe enough to be
disabling for many months, if  not
years. These include intense fa-
tigue, persistent pain, and damage
to vital organs, such as the heart,
lungs, pancreas, and possibly oth-
ers. Millions of  people around the
world have long COVID, and mil-
lions more will end up with it.
Recent data suggest that the vac-
cines reduce its impact by a mere
15 per cent.

While our path out of  the pan-
demic is not as straightforward
as when I was working as an HIV
researcher, the overarching di-
rection of  travel is still clear. We
must develop strong antiviral drugs
targeted at SARS-CoV-2 specifi-
cally. Though only six drugs tar-
geting HIV have been identified, we
have several treatments that are ef-
fective at clearing the virus.

Given the technological ad-
vances made in the last 30-35 years,
and the speed with which these ad-
vances led to a COVID-19 vaccine,
I had expected that we would have
numerous antivirals for COVID-19
by now. And yet, of  the treatments
that have been approved, all are re-
treads or drugs developed for other

viruses, not SARS-CoV-2.
What we need now is to repeat

the approach that worked during
the HIV/AIDS epidemic. That ef-
fort involved a multiyear drug-de-
velopment programme to guide
government- and industry-spon-
sored research. As a member of  the
National Institute of  Allergy and
Infectious Diseases Council, I pro-
posed an intensive, cooperative
programme whereby universities
with industrial partners would
receive large grants to fund basic
research and practical drug de-
velopment. The potential for a
payoff  attracted the interest of
large pharmaceutical and biotech-
nology companies and spurred
the formation of  several public-pri-
vate partnerships.

The programme was a re-
sounding success, but it didn’t
come cheap. Each year, the National
Institutes of  Health set aside $2-3
billion in a special HIV/AIDS re-
search budget. The same level of
investment is needed again. My col-
leagues around the world who
have the skills required for in-
tensive COVID-19 research are
desperate for additional funding.

To its credit, the NIH recently
awarded $108 million in grants to
the Metropolitan AntiViral Drug
Accelerator, a collaborative ini-
tiative by world-class research in-
stitutions in New Jersey and New
York that will investigate the po-
tential for small-molecule drugs to
treat and prevent coronaviruses.
Combinations of  small-molecule
antiviral drugs have proved ef-
fective at preventing and treating
HIV, and can be manufactured
and sold cost-effectively. A year’s
treatment with HIV drugs now
costs well under $100 in many
places around the world. A protocol
to prevent and treat COVID-19,
lasting two to three weeks at most,
should cost far less.

Unless we find powerful ways to
eliminate the SARS-CoV-2 virus,
it will remain a scourge. Some
strains are only a mutation or two
away from a leap in lethality. To pre-
vent that, we must learn from
pandemics past.

The writer, a scientist,
biotech entrepreneur, and 

infectious disease expert, is
Chair and President of  the

global health think tank 
ACCESS Health International. 
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Despite the rapid development of COVID-19 
vaccines and treatments to reduce mortality, 
the elderly, the immuno-compromised, and 

other vulnerable populations remain at risk of
severe infection. Worse, some SARS-CoV-2

strains are only a mutation or two away 
from a leap in lethality

The Zuptas

Safe to swim here?

While sports fishing off the Florida
coast, a tourist capsized his

boat. He could swim, but his fear of
alligators kept him clinging to the
overturned craft. Spotting an old
beachcomber standing on the shore,
the tourist shouted, “Are there any

gators around here?”
“Naw,” the man hollered back, “they
ain’t been around for years!”
Feeling safe, the tourist started
swimming leisurely toward the shore.
About halfway there he asked the guy,
“How’d you get rid of the gators?”
“We didn’t do nothin’,” the
beachcomber said.
“The sharks got ‘em.”
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To hope for a true change of
human life without a change of
human nature is an irrational and
unspiritual proposition.

SRI AUROBINDO

UNLESS WE 
FIND POWERFUL

WAYS TO 
ELIMINATE THE

SARS-COV-2
VIRUS, IT WILL

REMAIN A
SCOURGE

William A.
Haseltine

WISDOM CORNER
The ability to observe without evaluating is the highest form of
intelligence.

JIDDU KRISHNAMURTI

Drop the idea of becoming someone, because you are already a
masterpiece. You cannot be improved. You have only to come to it,
to know it, to realize it.

OSHO

No amount of anxiety makes any difference to anything that is going
to happen.

ALAN WATTS

PANDEMIC

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

IF YOU’RE A 
BACHELOR WHO’S
PLANNING TO GET

MARRIED SOON,
PLEASE CONSIDER
RIDING A BICYCLE

TO YOUR WEDDING 

Melvin Durai

Wilting before blooming

Sir, Economic compulsion forces many poor par-
ents to send their children to work at traffic sig-
nals to supplement the family’s meagre income.
When traffic signal turns red, one finds poor chil-
dren knocking on car windows to sell children’s
books about birds, flowers and fruits, but little
do they realise that they themselves, engaged
in child labour are like a caged bird. Without ed-
ucation these flower like children will wilt be-
fore blooming. But who will rescue them and sow
the seeds of  education in them, which will bear
fruit in their later years? If  those smart children
can target a prospect and sell in those 30 vital
seconds (when the signal turns red), they are in-
telligent enough to be imparted education and
integrated into the societal mainstream. But when
will signal turn green in their lives?

TS Karthik, CHENNAI
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Theodolite

There’s an intriguing story behind the word, but in essence it boils down to
what Chambers says. The portable surveying instrument that we call a

theodolite was invented in the middle of the sixteenth century by Leonard
Digges of Kent, who gave it a name that was expressed in the common
Latinate form of the time: theodelitus. (The name changed to an Anglicised
form later, and at that time the e in the middle shifted to o for no very good
reason anybody can discover.) His theodolite, by the way, was not quite the
same as the modern device, since it consisted of a circle for measuring
horizontal angles only. It was described in a book that was published
posthumously by his son Thomas in 1571: A Geometricall Practise, named
Pantometria, divided into Three Bookes, Longimetria, Planimetria, and
Stereometria, containing Rules manifolde for Mensuration of all Lines,
Superficies, and Solides (but then you knew that). The problem for those
seeking the true origin of the word is that Mr Digges never recorded how he
invented it. The suspicion is that he was a better surveyor and inventor than
he was a scholar. The word looks Greek, as is theos, the word meaning “god”
that we have in English words such as theology. It may be — this is only an
educated guess, mind you — that he derived it from the Greek stem thea-,
sight or view, which is also, through Greek compounds, the root of theorem
(from theorein, to look at or be a spectator), and theatre (from theasthai, to
see or to look at). If he did, we shall never know.

Ride a bicycle & make a statement
IN JEST THIS

Censure from abroad

Sir, This refers to the article “Diplomatic Imperative,” Orissa POST, June 14. India
learnt that its domestic politics does not exist in a silo separate and disconnected from
its relations with the international community. Not only have the remarks against the
Prophet by two BJP leaders made it difficult to sweep under the carpet, the fallout is also
bringing home to Delhi that they can create problems for some of  its best friends in the
world, to the detriment of  those friendships. What someone says in a television studio
in India can fast turn into a political hot potato in another country, putting governments
well disposed towards India on the defensive in their home turfs. Pakistan, of  course,
may need no excuse to have a go at India. But it was hoped that the United Arab Emirates,
with whom India has excellent ties, would not follow its brother Islamic nations in up-
ping the ante on the issue. The more hardline sections of  the BJP are making a case for
standing up to the censure coming in from India’s allies and friends abroad. Meanwhile,
at home, the protests that erupted in several cities last Friday run the risk of  leading
domestic politics into the polarisation trap. After this episode, the responsibility of  so-
briety and restraint and course correction rests on the BJP government, of  course.
India is going to be watched by other countries, even and especially by its friends. But
the larger imperative of  keeping the calm also devolves on non-BJP groups and parties.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE
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Unemployment today is the
country’s most burning issue, and
leaders from across the country
should draw the government’s
attention to this. Unemployed youths
should be given justice. Only then
the country will grow strong
VARUN GANDHI | BJP MP

With the nomination process for
the Presidential election set to
begin from Wednesday, the Rajya
Sabha Secretariat has set up a
special cell for the poll 

PREZ POLLS: CELL SET UP
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Congress and
corruption are
made for each

other

MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI |
UNION MINISTER

of the
day uote 

Delhi depends
on
neighbouring

states for raw water.
We want to make it
self-sustainable by
significantly
increasing the water table by
recharging groundwater

ARVIND KEJRIWAL | DELHI CM

Water and
fodder
augmentation

in jungle areas is the
next mission of the
government and will
lead to the
development of the country's
circular economy

PRAKASH JAVADEKAR | BJP LEADER

New PCI chief
New Delhi: Justice Ranjana
Prakash Desai, a former judge
of the Supreme Court, is
understood to have been
selected for the post of the
Press Council of India (PCI)
chairperson. Justice Desai had
recently headed the
Delimitation Commission on
Jammu and Kashmir which
was set up to redraw the
assembly constituencies of
the Union Territory. A
committee comprising Vice
President M Venkaiah Naidu,
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
and PCI member Prakash
Dubey approved her
appointment as the PCI
chairperson at a meeting held
Tuesday, sources said.

Cops get transit
remand of Bishnoi
New Delhi: In the latest
development in connection
with Sidhu Moosewala murder
case, Punjab Police Tuesday
got the transit remand of
gangster Lawrence Bishnoi
from Delhi's Patiala House
court. The Special Cell briefed
the Punjab Police about the
death threat being faced by
Bishnoi. The sources have said
that Punjab Police is taking it
seriously as Bishnoi through
his counsel had also raised the
questions of his possible
encounter. The Punjab police
will take him by a bulletproof
car which will be escorted by
a dozen cars full of cops. More
than 50 police personnel will
escort the vehicles to make
sure no untoward incident
takes place.

Truck runs amok
in Hyd, two killed 
Hyderabad: Two persons were
killed and two others were
injured when a truck ran amok
in Vanasthalipuram area on
the outskirts of Hyderabad.
The incident occurred near
Sushma Theatre when a milk-
laden truck ran over few two-
wheelers in front of it before
ramming into a roadside shop.
Two persons died on the spot
while two others were injured
in the incident. The injured
were shifted to a hospital.

Telangana BJP
chief served notice
Hyderabad: Telangana police
Tuesday arrested two more
BJP leaders and issued notice
to party's state chief Bandi
Sanjay Kumar for allegedly
insulting Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao by
organising a skit. Rani
Rudramma and Daruvu
Yellanna were arrested by
police, which also issued a
notice to Sanjay Kumar. The
state BJP president has been
asked to appear before a
police officer in connection
with the case booked against
him. Sanjay, who is also a
Member of Parliament, has
been served notice under
Section 41 A of Criminal
Procedure Act. June 10, the
police had arrested BJP leader
Jitta Balakrishna Reddy. 

SHORT TAKES

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, June 14: A court here
Tuesday reserved order on the bail
plea of  Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain, who is under the
custody of  the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) since May 31, in
an alleged money laundering case.

The special CBI court in the na-
tional capital reserved the order on
the bail application of  Jain after
hearing the argument of  the ED and
defence counsel in the alleged
money laundering case. The order
is likely to be delivered on Saturday.
On Monday, Satyendar Jain's cus-
tody to the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has been extended by 
two weeks.

On May 31, a day after the arrest
of  Jain in the money laundering
case, a Special CBI Court Judge
Geetanjali Goel sent him to the
agency's custody till June 9 which
was further extended to five days
ending on Monday. He was rushed
to a nearby hospital after he com-
plained of  uneasiness while leav-
ing the Rouse Avenue Court, just
after the court hearing on June 9.
The Minister was taken to the ED
headquarters when he felt uneasy
outside the court and was taken to
the hospital.

The CBI has accused Jain, his
wife, and others of  commission of
offences under the Prevention of
Corruption Act. On March 31, the
ED provisionally attached immov-
able properties worth Rs 4.81 crore
belonging to companies beneficially
owned and controlled by Jain.

The ED on June 6 also recently
conducted raids at multiple loca-
tions belonging to Jain, his wife, and
accomplices who had either di-
rectly or indirectly assisted him
or participated in the processes of
money laundering. A recovery of
cash worth Rs 2.85 crore and 133 gold
coins was made during the raid.

Jain to remain 
in jail till June 18

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, June 14: Four people
were killed in a massive landslide
in Guwahati amid heavy rains that
flooded the city, officials said
Tuesday.

A huge mass of  land buried a
house, in which there were four
people, on a hillside in Nijarapar
in Boragaon area, an official of
the Assam State  Disaster
Management Authority (ASDMA)
said. "The landslide happened
around 1 am mainly due to inces-
sant rains. No other person is
trapped as of  now," ASDMA District
Project  Of ficer (Kamrup
Metropolitan)  Kaustav 
Talukdar said.

With this, the total number of  per-
sons losing their lives in this year's
flood and landslides has gone 
up to 42. 

Talukdar said that landslides
have been reported from another
half  a dozen places in the city, in-
cluding Kamakhya, Kharghuli,
Hengerabari, Silpukhuri and
Chandmari Colony, but there were
no casualties.

Incessant rains since Monday
night led to knee-deep water on all
major roads across the city, while
at some places water levels have
crossed the waist. The approach
road of  the Guwahati railway sta-
tion was also submerged.

Four dead in 
Assam landslide

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 14: About 40
per cent of  elderly nationally want
to be employed for "as long as pos-
sible" while an alarming 13 per
cent elders experienced physical
abuse in the form of  beating and
slapping, according to a new study.

HelpAge India said its report is
a dip-stick study to understand the
overarching gaps in income em-
ployment at old age, health and
wellbeing, elder abuse and safety
and social and digital inclusion of
elderly. 

It is based on a sample size of
4,399 elder respondents and 2,200
young adult caregivers across 22
cities in India.  The study found that
about 40 per cent of  elderly na-

tionally want to be employed for "as
long as possible".

Nationally, the study found that
59 per cent elders feel that elder
abuse is prevalent in society, while
only 10 per cent elders admitted

to being a victim of  elder abuse,
with relatives (36 per cent), son (35
per cent) and daughter-in-law (21
per cent) being the top three per-
petrators. 

Disrespect (57 per cent), verbal

abuse (38 per cent), neglect (33 per
cent), economic exploitation (24
per cent) and an alarming 13 per
cent elders experienced physical
abuse, in the form of  beating and
slapping. 

In Delhi, 74 per cent elderly feel
that such abuse is prevalent in so-
ciety while 12 per cent were them-
selves victims. Elders attribute the
abuse to their sons' (35 per cent) and
daughters' in law (44 per cent) as the
biggest perpetrators of  abuse.

Nationally, 47 per cent of  those
abused stated they 'stopped talking
to family' as a response to the
abused faced. Again family here be-
comes a key role player. In Delhi,
83 per cent of  elderly stated they
'stopped talking to family'.

Also, nationally 47 per cent eld-

ers are dependent on family for
source of  income while 34 per cent
are dependent on pension and cash
transfers.  "Meanwhile in Delhi,
57 per cent of  elderly are depend-
ent on family, while 63 per cent de-
pend upon pensions and cash trans-
fers. It means that a large number
of  elders in Delhi have both – fam-
ily as well as pension support," the
report said.

However, when asked about the
adequacy of  income, nationally 52
per cent elders reported it was in-
adequate.  Meanwhile, a substan-
tial 40 per cent elders said they do
not feel financially secure, citing
their 'incurred expenses are more
than savings/income' (57 per cent)
and pension not being enough (45
per cent) as the top reasons. 

This suggests both financial
planning for later years and social
security needs much greater at-
tention. Meanwhile in Delhi, 52
per cent of  elderly say that their in-
come is adequate, while 48 per cent
say it is inadequate, it said. 

About 36 per cent elders are
willing to work and 40 per cent of
them want to work 'as long as pos-
sible', 61 per cent elders feel they
aren't 'adequate and accessible em-
ployment opportunities' for eld-
erly available. 

In Delhi, 87 per cent of  elders are
not working, even as 40 per cent say
they have access to employment
opportunities.

The study further finds out that
44 per cent of  Delhi elders are will-
ing to work after their retirement.

40% elderly want to be employed for as long as possible: Study
HelpAge India said its report is a dip-stick study to understand the overarching gaps in income employment 

at old age, health and well-being, elder abuse and safety and social and digital inclusion of elderly

ED SUMMONS RAHUL AGAIN 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 14: Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi was ques-
tioned for over eight hours by the
Enforcement Directorate for the
second consecutive day in the
National Herald money-laundering
probe and was again summoned
Wednesday, even as the opposition
party continued its protests and
sparred with the BJP, accusing it
of  conspiring to defame the Gandhi
family through the ''false'' case.

Rahul Gandhi, 51, who was
quizzed for over 10 hours a day
earlier, arrived Tuesday at the
ED headquarters on APJ Abdul
Kalam Road in central Delhi ac-
companied by his sister and
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and his
questioning began at 11:30 am.

After a session of  about four

hours, Rahul took a break for
about an hour at around 3:30 pm
and went home. He rejoined the
questioning and was still at the
ED office at 9 pm. The former
Congress president had left the
federal agency's office at 11.10
pm on Monday after being ques-
tioned over multiple sessions and
recording his statement under
t h e  P reve n t i o n  o f  M o n e y
Laundering Act (PMLA).

Earlier in the day, Rahul Gandhi
joined senior party leaders at a
"dharna" at the Congress head-
quarters, where the chief  ministers
of  Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh,
Ashok Gehlot and Bhupesh Baghel,
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and party
MPs were also present.

Hundreds of  Congress leaders
and supporters were detained out-
side the party headquarters at 24,
Akbar Road and around central

Delhi as they tried to hold a protest
against the ED action for the sec-
ond day. The BJP hit out at the
opposition party, saying it is block-
ing roads to show it’s "leaders are
above the law" and termed the
protests "drama"."When lawful
action is taking place in a case of
corruption, Congress is doing this
drama and blocking roads....It
shows the party considers its lead-
ers above law," BJP's national
spokesperson Sambit Patra said.

The Congress, however, accused
the BJP of  conspiring to defame the
Gandhi family and the party by
destroying their credibility through
a "false" money laundering case
being pursued by the Enforcement
Directorate. Congress general sec-
retary and chief  spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala claimed that the
Centre is scared of  Rahul Gandhi's
politics as he is raising issues con-
cerning the public."This entire ex-
ercise is illegal, unconstitutional,
malicious and an exercise by a
prime minister burning in the fire
of  political vendetta," Surjewala told
a press conference here.

The Congress had alleged that its
leaders were manhandled by police
during Monday's protest as they
tried to walk to the ED office. All
approach roads leading to the
agency office were made out of
bounds Tuesday for the public as
prohibitory orders were imposed
and barricades put up.

A large posse of  police person-
nel including from the central anti-
riot police force RAF and Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) were
deployed.

K C Venugopal and Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury were among
scores of  party leaders detained
for violating prohibitory orders out-
side the heavily barricaded party
office on Akbar road.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kolkata, June 14: A Bill to re-
place the state governor with the
Education Minister as the visitor
of  private universities was passed
on the floor of  the West Bengal as-
sembly Tuesday afternoon.

The Bill was passed by a simple
voice vote on the floor of  the House
as the BJP legislators staged a
walkout. Soon after state Education
Minister Bratya Basu rose to ex-
plain the state government's logic
behind passing the Bill, the BJP leg-
islators started protesting.

Basu asked them to occupy their
seats. But they kept on protesting
and shouting 'shame, shame' slogans
and then staged a walkout. On

Monday only, a bill to replace
Governor with the Chief  Minister
as chancellor in the 31 state uni-
versities under the West Bengal
education department was passed
in the House. The state govern-
ment also proposes to pass another
bill where state universities under
departments other than education
like health, agriculture, animal
husbandry and fisheries sciences
will also get the chief  minister as
the chancellor replacing Governor.

All these bills that get passed
on the floor of  the House will be sent
to the Governor for his consent.
The state government has already
said that if  the Governor refuses
to give consent to the Bills, they will
be implemented through an 
ordinance.

Meanwhile, leader of  the op-
position in West Bengal, Suvendu
Adhikari has already vowed to
stop West Bengal Chief  Minister
Mamata Banerjee from being the
chancellor of  the state universi-
ties. "I will request the Governor
to send the Bill to Delhi since ed-
ucation is in the concurrent list,"
he said.

BENGAL PASSES BILL 

Minister to replace Guv
as visitor of pvt varsities

The state government
has already said that if
the Governor refuses to

give consent to the 
Bills, they will be 

implemented through 
an ordinance

SUSHANT’S 2ND DEATH ANNIV 

Congress slams BJP, 
CBI for probe delays

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, June 14: As family, fans
and Bollywood personalities re-
membered Sushant Singh Rajput
on his 2nd death anniversary
Tuesday, the Maharashtra Congress
again slammed the delays in the
Central Bureau of  Investigation
(CBI) probe.

Congress General Secretary
Sachin Sawant said here it has
been two years now since the un-
fortunate demise of  Rajput, 675
days since the CBI started inves-
tigations and 615 days since an
AIIMS panel ruled out murder.

"The question still remains as to

when will the CBI declare the final
conclusion? The dirty politics of
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) using
someone's tragedy for settling po-
litical scores is abhorrent," said
Sawant.

He said all still remember how
the BJP used Rajput's death as an
opportunity to defame the Maha
Vikas Aghadi government of
Maharashtra and the Mumbai
Police, which is "very sad for India's
democracy".

Earlier, social media platforms
were flooded with messages in
memoriam to Rajput who was
found dead on June 14, 2020 at
his rental Bandra flat. Many also
demanded justice for the late
actor who acted in Bollywood
films like M.S. Dhoni: The Untold
Story (2016), Kedarnath (2018),
Chhichore (2019), etc.

Rajput, is survived by his father
Krishna Kishore Singh, sisters
Nitu Singh, Meetu Singh, Priyanka
Singh and Shweta Singh-Kirti. "2
years Of  Injustice To Sushant -
Hello Dear SSRians! The TL for
tomorrow for the whole day is 2
years Of  Injustice To Sushant,"
tweeted sister Priyanka Singh.

NATIONAL HERALD CASE

Police detain Congress leader Gaurav Gogoi during a protest march outside
the AICC headquarters ahead of Congress leader Rahul Gandhi’s second 
appearance before the Enforcement Directorate in the National Herald case,
in New Delhi PTI PHOTO

Devotees offer prayers at the holy cave shrine of Amarnath during Pratham Pooja in Anantnag district PTI PHOTO

SOAKED IN DEVOTION

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, June 14: The West Bengal
government has decided to ban
the use of  plastic bags below 75
microns of  thickness in the state
from July 1, Urban Development
and Municipal Affairs Minister
Firhad Hakim said Tuesday.  

He said that a total of  1,026 plas-

tic carry bag manufacturing com-
panies in the state have been given
this instruction."The use of  plas-
tic bags below 75 microns of  thick-
ness will be banned from July 1.
Anybody using plastic below that
level will be fined," Hakim said. 

He said that the Central Pollution
Control Board has set a guideline
on the thickness of  plastic packets,

banning the use of  plastic carry
bags and wrappers having thickness
below 75 microns from July 1. "We
have circulated the notification
across departments," the minister
said. From July 1, sellers will be
fined Rs 500 while purchasers need
to cough up Rs 50 if  they are found
using plastic packets with a thick-
ness below 75 microns, he said. 

WB bans bags below 75 microns of thickness 
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Lucknow, June 14: As many as
1,477 engineering graduates have
turned cops in Uttar Pradesh.

This is the first time when so
many candidates from technical
background have been selected in
the police force.

Significantly, 125 selected can-
didates are BCA degree holders,

while 43 have done BBA.
In its biggest drive to recruit

sub-inspectors and officers of  equiv-
alent ranks, the state government
has selected 9,534 candidates, of
which 1,477 are techies.

Of  the total posts, 9,027 will join
as sub-inspectors in civil police,
484 as platoon commanders in PAC,
and 23 as fire sub-station officers
in the Fire department.

Additional Chief  Secretary
(Home), Avanish Awasthi said: “In
keeping with Yogi Adityanath's
100-day campaign to provide em-
ployment to the youth in the police
department, the target of  recruit-
ment to 10,000 posts has been com-
pleted before the scheduled time.”

He added that the state would also
get 1,805 women sub-inspectors
which would be a historic achieve-
ment in terms of  women empow-

erment as well as women's safety
and interests. “Recruitment of  a
total of  500 candidates on com-
passionate grounds has also been
made,” he added. Director General
of  the Uttar Pradesh Police
Recruitment and Promotion Board

(UPPRPB), RK Vishwakarma said
that earlier a maximum of  1,000 or
1,500 posts of  sub-inspectors were
created, but for the first time 9,534
posts had been filled. “As many as
12.5 lakh candidates had appeared
for the online examination held

from November 12 to December 2,
2021. The results were declared in
April and document verification
was done in May,” he said.

“For the first time, we have got
SIs who are qualified in the tech-
nical field and are very young.
Around 60 per cent of  those re-
cruited are in the age group of  21-
25 years.” “We have also started
the recruitment of  829 SIs in civil
police and of  1,329 clerical posts. The
selection process for 40,000 other
posts is also under way,” he added.

Uttar Pradeh Police have 
recruited 1.75 lakh cops in all its
wings on different ranks since Yogi
first took office in 2017.

As many as 46 defunct PAC units
were restored on the Chief
Minister's directives and all the
required resources were arranged
for its efficient working.

1,477 TECHIES TURN COPS IN UP
In its biggest drive to
recruit sub-inspectors 

and officers of equivalent
ranks, the state 

government has selected
9,534 candidates, of 

which 1,477 are techies

AGNCIES

Chicago, June 14: Air pollution
can shorten lives by almost 10 years
in Delhi, the world's most polluted
city, says a report by a US research
group.

The Air Quality Life Index by the
Energy Policy Institute at the
University of  Chicago (EPIC) notes
that some 510 million people who
live in northern India, nearly 40 per
cent of  India's population, are "on
track" to lose 7.6 years of  their
lives on average, given the current
pollution levels, the BBC reported.

The study adds that the average
Indian life expectancy is short-
ened by five years at current air
quality levels. India's 1.3 billion
people live in areas where the "an-
nual average particulate pollution
level" exceeds the WHO safe limit.

However, reducing pollution lev-
els to WHO standards would mean
that an estimated 240 million peo-
ple in Uttar Pradesh would gain 10
years in life expectancy.

EPIC says that since 2013, about
44 per cent of  the global pollution
has come from India, currently
the second most polluted country
in the world, the BBC reported.

"It would be a global emergency
if  Martians came to Earth and
sprayed a substance that caused
the average person on the planet to
lose more than two years of  life
expectancy," the BBC quoted
Michael Greenstone, one of  the
authors of  the report, as saying.
"This is similar to that situation that
prevails in many parts of  the world,
except we are spraying the sub-
stance, not some invaders from
outer space," he added.

EPIC says that particulate pol-
lution is the "greatest threat to
human life" in India in terms of  life
expectancy and since 1998, this
particulate pollution has increased
by 61.4 per cent.

This makes it more lethal than
smoking which reduces life ex-
pectancy by about 2.5 years, BBC
reported.

The increase in air pollution
over the past two decades in India
has been primarily due to in-
dustrialisation, economic de-
velopment and the skyrocketing
use of  fossil fuel. The number
of  vehicles on the country's roads
has increased about four-fold,
the report added.

Globally, air pollution reduces 2.2
years of  life expectancy, relative
to a world that follows the WHO
guidelines. This impact on life ex-
pectancy is comparable to that of
smoking, more than three times that
of  alcohol use and unsafe water, six
times that of  HIV/AIDS and 89
times that of  conflict and terrorism.

Pollution shortening
lives by almost 10 yrs
in Delhi, says study

Bad air kills millions in India
every year

The smog-filled air, which
usually covers Indian cities

during the winter months,
contains dangerously high
levels of fine particulate matter
called PM2.5, tiny particles that
can clog lungs and cause a host
of diseases

Measured in terms of life
expectancy, the AQLI

shows that ambient particulate
pollution is consistently 
the world's greatest risk to
human health

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 14: A total of  126
dengue cases have been reported
in the national capital so far this
year, according to a civic report
released Monday.

Till June 6, 118 dengue cases
had been recorded in the city, the
Municipal Corporation of  Delhi
(MCD) said in the report. No death
has been reported due to the vec-
tor-borne disease so far, it said.

Delhi had recorded 23 dengue
cases in January, 16 in February, 22
in March, 20 in April and 30 in
May, the report said.

Fifteen cases have been reported
this month till June 11.

From January 1 to June 4, 31
cases were logged in 2021, 19 in
2020, 13 in 2019, 24 in 2018 and 50 in
2017, it said.

Cases of  vector-borne diseases
are usually reported between July
and November, but the period may
stretch till mid-December.

Civic officials said this year,
dengue cases are being recorded

early due to a congenial weather for
mosquito-breeding.

Last year, 9,613 dengue cases
were recorded in the national cap-
ital, the highest since 2015, along
with 23 deaths, the highest since
2016. In 2016, 10 deaths due to dengue
were reported.

Delhi had recorded two deaths
due to dengue in 2019, four in 2018,
and 10 in 2017.

According to official data, 4,431
dengue cases were recorded in
Delhi in 2016, 4,726 in 2017, 2,798 in
2018, 2,036 in 2019, and 1,072 in 2020.

In 2015, the city had witnessed

a massive outbreak of  dengue with
the number of  cases crossing 10,600
in October alone. It was Delhi's
worst dengue outbreak since 1996.

Delhi also has reported 21 cases
of  malaria and eight cases of
chikungunya so far this year, the
report said. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 14: A cloud cover
cocooned Delhi Tuesday, causing the
maximum temperature at the
Safdarjung Observatory, the city’s
base station, to drop below 40 degrees
Celsius for the first time this month,
according to the India
Meteorological Department (IMD).
The observatory recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of  39.6 degrees
Celsius as against 43.7 degrees
Celsius Monday. The minimum

temperature settled at 31.2 degrees
Celsius, three notches above normal.

All weather stations in the na-
tional capital recorded maximum
temperatures between 38 degrees
Celsius and 42 degrees Celsius.

Consecutive western distur-
bances and lower-level easterlies pre-
dicted in the coming days are likely
to keep the heat at bay.

The IMD has issued a yellow
alert, warning of  thundershow-
ers or light rain over the next six
days. The mercury is predicted to
drop to 35 degrees Celsius by Sunday.

Since June 1, when the mon-
soon season starts, the capital has
not recorded any rainfall. Usually,
it receives 13.8 mm of  rainfall in the
first 13 days of  the month.

Mahesh Palawat, vice-president
(climate change and meteorology),
Skymet Weather said the monsoon
is expected to arrive in Delhi around
the usual date -- June 27 -- or a day
or two in advance. Last year, the IMD
had forecast that the monsoon
would arrive in Delhi nearly two
weeks before its usual date. 

However, it reached the capital
only  July 13, making it the most
delayed in 19 years. The capital
has recorded a maximum tem-
perature of  42 degrees Celsius and
above on 26 days so far this sum-
mer season, the highest number of
such days since 2012, according to
IMD data. In 2012, the city recorded
a maximum temperature of  42 de-
grees Celsius or above on 30 days. 

The number of  such days was 35
in 2010, the highest in the 1951-2022
period, the data showed.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Lucknow, June 14: The tourism
and hospitality sector in Uttar
Pradesh is witnessing a rapid re-
covery in the post-Covid scenario
leading to a surge in demand for
hotel rooms and allied hospitality
services.

This sector was among the worst-
hit by pandemic as extended lock-
down and restrictions of  large
gatherings had caused a severe
blow to hotel and tourism activities.

According to the government
spokesman, travel for pilgrimage
and tourism has also picked up,
leading to good bookings in hotels
and other hospitality-related es-
tablishments such as travel agen-
cies, transport etc. An indication
of  the confidence of  the investors
in the hospitality sector in Uttar
Pradesh is visible in the submission
of  proposals in the recently-con-
cluded ground breaking ceremony

(GBC-3) for industrial investments
in UP. In the tourism and hospitality
sector, 23 projects worth a cumu-
lative investment of  Rs 680 crores
have been launched in the state. The
new proposals clearly indicate a

robust upturn in the sector as well
as the potential in this sector.

The new investments in this sec-
tor are from all over the state, in-
cluding in Gorakhpur, Bareilly,
Ayodhya, Lucknow, Muzaffarnagar,
Agra, Mathura, Meerut, Prayagraj
and Varanasi.

Rising interest is seen in set-
ting up small hotels and hospital-
ity related establishments in and
around tourism attractions, med-
ical and wellness tourism spots,
hospitality-related establishments
in different districts.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 14: The Delhi
|government is set to launch the
“project teacher empowerment”, an
intensive English-speaking train-
ing course for the teachers of  
its schools, according to officials.

Under the programme, which
will be open to all regular teach-
ers, vice-principals and princi-
pals, the participants will undergo
two hours of  face-to-face training
every day for a total of  160 hours.

“The Directorate of  Education
(DoE) provides opportunity for
English as a medium of  instruc-
tion for students in its schools.
Hence, acquisition of  communi-
cation skills in English is widely
critical for teachers for prolific
and engaging interactions with
students. Teachers are responsi-

ble for comprehending and break-
ing down complex information
themselves, conveying this infor-
mation clearly to their students
(both verbally and in written form),
presenting it in a manner that
sustains their attention, improv-
ing their listening skills and re-
solves their problems,” read an
official notification.

The classes will be held for two
hours a day either before or after
the regular classes at designated
centres within the districts.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 14: Aiming to
effectively control and curb
noise pollution in Delhi, the
city government has proposed
to empower officials of  civic
bodies to take action against vi-
olators, according to officials.

The Delhi  Environment
Department has also submitted a
proposal to the Union Environment
Ministry to designate SHOs as an
authority to prosecute violators
under noise pollution rules.

Under the Noise Pollution
(Regulation and Control) Rules,
2000, deputy commissioners, sub-
divisional magistrates, assistant
commissioners of  police (traffic),
subdivisional police officers -- in-
cluding of  railways and airports -
- and member secretary and chair-
man of  the Delhi Pollution Control

Committee have been designated
as an authority to take action
against violators.

In Delhi, the local and civic bod-
ies -- MCD, NDMC and Delhi
Cantonment Board -- are not em-
powered to initiate legal action
under the Noise Pollution
(Regulation and Control) Rules.
The only option available to them
is to report the violation to the des-
ignated authorities.

It asked the Law Department of
the city government to initiate a
proposal to empower the officials of
local and civic bodies under the
Noise Pollution (Regulation and
Control) Rules. The proposal is pend-
ing with the lieutenant governor.

The committee also noticed
that the Delhi Police procured
244 sound level meters and dis-
tributed them among ACPs/sub-
divisions and SHOs. 

A tourist drinks water to stay hydrated on a hot summer day, at the Taj Mahal in Agra, Uttar Pradesh PTI PHOTO

Delhi reports 126 dengue, 21 malaria cases this year

CASES OF 
VECTOR-BORNE

DISEASES ARE USUALLY
REPORTED BETWEEN
JULY AND NOVEMBER,
BUT THE PERIOD MAY
STRETCH TILL 
MID-DECEMBER

CIVIC OFFICIALS SAID
THIS YEAR, DENGUE

CASES ARE BEING
RECORDED EARLY DUE
TO A CONGENIAL
WEATHER FOR
MOSQUITO-BREEDING

Mercury dips
below 40°
Celsius in Delhi
after 13 days 

SHOs to act against
noise pollution in Delhi

A committee set up by the National Green
Tribunal to monitor compliance of the noise 

rules felt that noise pollution cannot be 
effectively controlled in Delhi 

without active participation of local bodies

Post Cov, UP hospitality sector sees improvement

Alarge number of hotels in UP, as
elsewhere in India, were forced

to remain closed for months during
lockdowns

However, the present year has
seen a revival of business and

commercial activities in UP, leading
to a large volume of travel

Spoken English course
for teachers in capital

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

TOUGH DAYS
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An atmosphere of
fear and terror
has been created
and the courts
should take
cognisance of it
MAYAWATI | BSP CHIEF

A CBI court in Patna Tuesday
released RJD national president
Lalu Prasad Yadav's passport
which was seized by the central
probe agency due to cases
related to fodder scam

RELIEF FOR LALU 
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The
controversial
statement

made by Nupur
Sharma was done
strategically to divert
the attention from
the sufferings of Kashmiri Pandits
and their killings which they (the BJP
government) failed to prevent

MEHBOOBA MUFTI | PDP CHIEF

of the
day uote 

The Delhi
government is
working

towards bridging the
learning gap induced
by COVID-19 for
students of state-run
schools

MANISH SISODIA | DELHI DEPUTY CM

'Ayushman
Bharat Digital
Mission' is a

very important
programme that
aims to provide the
best health care to
even the last person in the global
context, and it will bridge the gaps in
the health sector and make way to
create a sustainable health
ecosystem

K SUDHAKAR | KARNATAKA HEALTH MINISTER

Terrorist killed
Srinagar: Of the two Lashkar-
e-Taiba (LeT) terrorists killed
in an encounter in Srinagar's
Bemina area, one was a
Pakistani national, police said
Tuesday. "As per the
documents and other
incriminating materials found,
one of the killed terrorist has
been identified as Abdullah
Goujri, resident of Faisalabad,
Pakistan. A big success," J&K
Police quoting Inspector
General Police Kashmir Zone
Vijay Kumar tweeted. "This
was the same group of
terrorists who escaped from
Sopore encounter. We have
been tracking their
movement."

Over 24 injured
Patna: More than 24 people
were injured after a balcony
collapsed in Hari Bari village
of Bihar's Aurangabad district.
The incident occurred Monday
night when people were
watching 'jaimala' ceremony
(part of marriage function)
from the balcony of the bride's
house, which was quite old. 

Rohingya held
Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh
Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS) has
arrested a Rohingya from
Aligarh on charges of residing
on forged Indian documents.
The accused, identified as
Khalique Ahmed, allegedly
entered the Indian territory
and became an Imam in
Rashideen mosque in Aligarh,
the ATS said. ADG, ATS,
Naveen Arora said that
preliminary investigation
revealed that Khalique had
gone to Jammu after the
campaign against Rohingya
citizens living illegally in Uttar
Pradesh intensified.

Five arrested
New Delhi: The Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) Monday
arrested five people, including
two officers of the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI), in connection with a
case of bribery of `4 lakh in
Guwahati. The accused NHAI
officers were identified as
Dipak Das, Accounts Officer,
Manoj Kumar, Junior Accounts
Officer. Both are posted at
NHAI's Regional Office in
Dispur, Guwahati. 

Man held 
New Delhi: A man with a
"katta" (country-made pistol)
and a live round at was held
from Escort Mujesar Metro
Station in neighbouring
Faridabad (Haryana) on
Monday, the CISF said. The
accused was identified as
Dinesh Mandal, a resident of
Bihar. A senior Central
Industrial Security Force
official said that the man was
held at around 4.50 p.m.

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, June 14: Interlinking
of  rivers may have far-reaching
adverse impact on monsoon cy-
cles and biodiversity and pose socio-
economic challenges, several ex-
perts have said, as the government
embarks on an ambitious project
to link the Ken and Betwa rivers to
tackle water crisis in the parched
Bundelkhand region.

The Ken-Betwa scheme, the first
being implemented under the
National River Linking Project
(NRLP), seeks to bring nearly 11
lakh hectares of  land under irri-
gation in the parched Bundelkhand
region straddling Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh.

The NRLP proposes transfer of
water from water-surplus basins
where there is flooding to water-

deficit basins where there is drought
and scarcity through inter-basin
water transfer projects. Cautioning
against river linking projects, the
experts said these can lead to dis-
turbance of  very complex nature
cycles that can have far-reaching ad-
verse impact on monsoon cycles, bio-
diversity and socio-economic is-
sues.

Manoj Misra, convenor of
Yamuna Jiye Abhiyan, a collec-
tive fighting to preserve the Yamuna
river and its floodplains, said the
long-term adverse impacts of  the
river-linking projects cannot be
visualised as they would be very far
reaching.

"For example, in Ken-Betwa,
their origins are very different.
Ken has a very unique fish which
has medicinal value and it is very
specific to Ken and that is not found

in Betwa currently. If  Ken's water
is diverted to Betwa then fish and
other biodiversity will also move
and when it moves then you do
not know what impact it will have
on the local fish,” he said. He said
river-linking projects can also lead
to adverse impacts on the mon-
soon cycle.

“When water of  a river is di-
verted and it merges in sea, it takes
all its sediments with it to the sea.
It is a hypothesis that the kind of
inter-linking we have planned is that
for all we know the monsoonal sys-
tems may get impacted,” he said.

Himanshu Thakkar, working
as coordinator of  South Asia

Network on Dams, Rivers and
People (SANDRP), agrees with
Misra and says sea's thermal and
salinity gradient are two drivers of
monsoon which can get disturbed
by river-linking projects.

"By river-linking, you are stop-
ping flow of  fresh water to sea and
the salinity gradient is also re-
duced and the silt component which
creates the Gangetic plain is also
impacted. So that creates a differ-
ent dynamic and all these are driv-
ers of  monsoon. So when you are
disturbing these factors driving
monsoon you are disrupting the
monsoon season,” he said. Speaking
about other issues that the river
linking projects can pose, he said
there can be environment, social,
climate-related impact. "It will have
biodiversity impact, impact on dis-
asters, hydrological effects, a big im-

pact is  23 lakh big trees will be
cut for the Ken-Betwa inter-linking,”
Thakkar said.

He said a credible assessment
must be made on the impact of
Ken-Betwa river linking project
on the environment, as none exists
today."The cur rent  EIA
(Environmental  Impact
Assessment), the public hearing
and the scrutiny by the Expert
Appraisal Committee for the Ken
Betwa project are all seriously
flawed," he said.

Manshi Asher, a researcher-ac-
tivist associated with Himachal
Pradesh-based Himdhara Collective,
said river linking is not a novel
concept and was implemented way
back in 1960s when the Beas-Sutlej
were inter-linked for large-scale
provision of  water for irrigation and
electricity.

River linking projects may adversely impact monsoon: Experts
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New Delhi, June 14: The BJP
Tuesday hailed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's directive to var-
ious government departments and
ministries to undertake recruit-
ment of  10 lakh people in the next
year and a half, even as the
Opposition dubbed it as "jumle-
baazi (rhetoric)" and reminded
him that the promise was to provide
two crore jobs every year.

The direction from Modi came
following a review of  the status of
human resource in all government
departments and ministries, the
Prime Minister's Office (PMO)
said.

Reacting to the announcement,
BJP chief  J P Nadda said, "We are
grateful to our Hon. PM Shri
@narendramodi for this new mis-
sion of  recruiting 10 lakh people into
different government departments
and ministries in 1.5 years."

Describing it as a farsighted de-
cision, Home Minister Amit Shah
said this will make India's young
population disciplined, skilled, fit
and financially empowered so as to
make them self-reliant.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,
however, took a swipe at the Centre
over the announcement, saying
this is a government of  not 'jum-
las' but 'maha jumlas'.

Rahul Gandhi said in a tweet in
Hindi, "Just like eight years ago the
youth were deceived with a prom-
ise of  2 crore jobs every year, in the
same manner it is now the turn of
10 lakh government jobs."

"This is a government of  not
'jumlas' (rhetoric) but 'maha jum-
las'," the former Congress chief
said. The prime minister is not an
expert at creating jobs, but in cre-

ating "news" over jobs, Rahul
Gandhi alleged.

BJP MP Varun Gandhi said that
meaningful efforts will have to be
made to create new employment op-
portunities and to fill up over one
crore "sanctioned but vacant" posts.
He said more fast-paced initiatives
will have to be taken to fulfill the
pledge of  giving employment to
two crore persons.

Congress' chief  spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala said Modi had
promised to provide two crore jobs
every year and that going by the
promise, 16 crore jobs should have
been provided in the last eight years.

"The promise was to provide
two crore jobs every year and 16
crore jobs were to be given in eight
years. Now they are saying they will
only provide 10 lakh jobs by year
2024. Sixty lakh posts are lying va-
cant in governments. Thirty lakh
posts are lying vacant in the cen-
tral government," he said in a tweet.

In a tweet, the CPI(M) said that

having "miserably failed" in his
promise of  crores of  jobs every
year with record high unemploy-
ment, Prime Minister Modi now
"seeks to deflect criticism over his
abysmal record" by announcing
10 lakh recruitments in "mission
mode" in the next year and a half.
Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati questioned the an-
nouncement by the Centre to recruit
10 lakh people in the next one and
half  year and asked whether it is
an "election mirage".

"Due to wrong policies and work-
ing style of  the Centre, poverty, in-
flation, unemployment and deval-
uation of  the Rupee are at an
all-time high due to which all (peo-
ple) are feeling worried and restless,
and now this announcement by
the Centre of  10 lakh jobs in the next
one-and-half  years i.E. Before the
Lok Sabha election, is it an election
mirage ('chunaavi chhalaava')?"
Mayawati said in a series of  tweets
in Hindi.

We are grateful to
our Hon. PM Shri

@narendramodi for
this new mission of

recruiting 10 lakh people into
different government

departments and ministries
in 1.5 years

JP NADDA I BJP CHIEF

Modi had promised to
provide two crore jobs
every year and that going
by the promise, 16 crore
jobs should have 
been provided in the last
eight years
RANDEEP SURJEWALA I
CONGRESS LEADER
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New Delhi, June 14: The apex
child rights body NCPCR Tuesday
sought explanation from the
Ministry of  Electronics and
Information Technology on how the
banned PUBG game was still avail-
able to be used by minors, days
after a 16-year-old boy allegedly
shot dead his mother after she
stopped him from playing the
online game.

In 2020, the government blocked
popular gaming app PUBG and
others, terming them prejudi-
cial to the sovereignty, integrity
and defence of  the nation. Last
week a boy allegedly shot dead his
mother as she stopped him from
playing the online game in
Lucknow in Uttar Pradesh.

"In view of  this incident, it is
beyond the understanding of  the
commission how a banned
game...Which has been blocked
by the government, is still avail-

able for use by minors. Therefore,
the Commission requests your
good offices to inform reasons
for availability of  such blocked
applications over the internet,"
the NCPCR wrote to the min-
istry secretary.

The National Commission for
Protection of  Child Rights also
requested that it may be in-
formed regarding action taken
in such incidents and be pro-
vided with a list of  such games
which are being used by minors
along with their regulating bod-
ies and their regulating mecha-
nism within 10 days of  receipt
of  this letter.

In another letter to the presi-
dent of  the Indian Olympic
Association, the commission said
it has been observed that PUBG
has been recognised a part of  e-
sports and has further received
recognition from the Olympic
Council of  Asia (OCA).

"In the said regard it is re-
quested that the commission may
be informed regarding the current
status as to whether PUBG or any
other similar e-game has been
recognised by your organisation.
It is requested that the commis-
sion may be informed regarding
such games which are being used
by minors along with their recog-
nition status within 10 days of  re-
ceipt of  this letter," it said.

NCPCR questions use
of banned PUBG app

Oppn slams Centre’s move
to recruit 10 lakh people

In 2020, the government
blocked popular gaming
app PUBG and others,

terming them prejudicial
to the sovereignty, 

integrity and defence of
the nation
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New Delhi, June 14: Aviation
regulator DGCA Tuesday said it has
imposed a fine of `10 lakh on Air
India for denying boarding to pas-
sengers holding valid tickets and
thereafter not providing manda-
tory compensation to them.

"After that a series of  checks
were carried out by DGCA and
during our surveil lance at
Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Delhi,
there were specific instances, in
the case of  Air India - where the reg-
ulation (regarding compensation
to passengers) is not being followed
and therefore, a show cause no-
tice was issued to the airline and
also a personal hearing was af-
forded," the Directorate General
of  Civil Aviation (DGCA) said in a
statement.

According to the regulator, Air
India may not have a policy in this
regard and does not pay compen-
sation to the passengers."To say
the least, it is a matter of  serious
concern and unacceptable. In the
specific cases detailed in the show
cause notice, after going through
AI submissions, as part of  en-
forcement action, the competent
authority has levied a penalty of`10
lakh," it noted.

"In addition, the Airline has
been advised to immediately put the
systems in place to resolve the
issue - failing which further ac-
tion shall be taken by DGCA," it
added. 

If  a passenger is denied board-
ing despite having a valid ticket and
has reported at the airport on time,
certain regulations have to be fol-
lowed by the airline concerned, as
per the DGCA.

In case the airline concerned is
able to arrange an alternative flight
for the affected passenger within
an hour, no compensation is to be
paid, the DGCA regulations state. 

DGCA imposes
`10L fine on AI 
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Bangalore, June 14: Siddhanth
Kapoor, son of  actor Shakti Kapoor,
appeared before the police here
Tuesday in connection with a case
related to drugs consumption.

Five persons,  including
Siddhanth Kapoor, were arrested
Monday on charges of  consumption
of  drugs during a party at a
Bengaluru hotel. Siddhanth Kapoor
told the police during inquiry that
someone had given him drinks
and cigarettes laced with drugs.
He also told the investigators that
he did not know about the drugs.

"Siddhanth Kapoor claimed that
drugs were mixed in his drinks
and he didn't know about it. He
told the police that he had been in
Bengaluru many times to attend
parties as DJ. This was the fourth
time that he went to the hotel from
where he was arrested. We have got

the guest list and suspicious per-
sons will be called for question-
ing," said Bhimashankar Guled,
DCP (East).

The police said Siddhanth Kapoor
also said that he has many friends
in Bengaluru. The police have
seized the mobile phones of
Siddhanth Kapoor and four other
accused who were arrested along
with him and sent them for data re-
trieval.

The police are also looking into
the drug peddling angle. The lux-
ury hotel owner and the organis-
ers of  the rave party have been
sent notices. The event manage-
ment company representatives are
also being called for questioning.

Along with Siddhanth Kapoor,
the police have arrested Akhil Soni,
business manager of  Mind Fire
Solutions, Harjoth Singh, an in-
dustrialist, Hani, a digital mar-
keting entrepreneur, and Akhil, a
photographer.

Drugs mixed in
drinks: Siddhanth 

Five persons, including
Siddhanth Kapoor, were
arrested Monday on
charges of consumption
of drugs during a party
at a Bangalore hotel

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, June 14: In another
case of  honour killing in Tamil
Nadu, a person hacked to death
his sister and her husband.

The dastardly act took place at
Kumbakonam in Thanjavur dis-
trict of  Tamil Nadu on Monday
evening. The deceased is Saranya
(24) and her husband Mohan (31).
Saranya who is a Dalit married
Mohan, of  Naicker caste five days
ago after a love affair of  five
months. Saranya, a nurse, took
her ailing mother to a Chennai
hospital where she was working
and met Mohan who was at the hos-
pital as an attendant to his relative.
The friendship turned into a love
affair and they decided to marry
amid strict opposition from both
the families.

Saryanya's brother Sakthivel
(31) wanted her to be married off
to his friend, Ranjith (28) of
Devanagiri. However, Saranya in-
sisted on marrying Mohan which
infuriated her brother.

However, police said that
Shakthivel invited them for din-
ner at the family residence and
after the feast hacked both of  them
to death. Ranjith was also an ac-
complice in the murder of  the duo.

Thanjavur Superintendent of
Police, G. Ravali Priya said that
both the accused, Sakthivel and
Ranjith are in police custody and
further investigation is on.

HONOUR
KILLING IN TN

Women perform rituals by tying ceremonial threads to a banyan tree on the occasion of ‘Vat Purnima’ in Mumbai PTI PHOTO

FESTIVE SPIRIT
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New Delhi, June 14: The Monsoon
session of  Parliament is likely to
commence from July 18, the day
presidential poll will be held, and
could conclude August 12.

Besides the presidential poll,
the election for vice-president's
post, will also be held during the ses-
sion. The term of  the vice president,

who is also Chairman of  Rajya
Sabha, ends on August 10. 

This time Secretary General of
Rajya Sabha is the returning offi-
cer for the president's election,
while Secretary General Lok Sabha
will be the returning officer for
the vice president's election.

The counting for both constitu-
tional posts will also be held in
Parliament during the session. The

monsoon session usually starts in
the third week of  July and con-
cludes by the end of  the second
week of  August.

The Cabinet Committee on
Parliamentary Affairs (CCPA) has
recommended that the monsoon
session of  parliament be held from
July 18 to August 12, sources said.
This could be the last session in the
existing Parliament building.

MONSOON SESSION LIKELY FROM JULY 18
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Over the next
100 days and

beyond, let us work to
safeguard the human
rights of all people and
build peaceful and
inclusive societies 
ANTONIO GUTERRES | UN
SECRETARY-GENERAL

New York’s top court Tuesday
rejected an effort to free Happy
the elephant from the Bronx Zoo,
ruling that she does not meet the
definition of ‘person’ who is being
illegally confined

‘HAPPY THE ELEPHANT
IS NOT A PERSON’

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

international
It is also true
that the
Russians

thought it would all
be over in a week.
But they
miscalculated. They
encountered brave people, people
who are struggling to survive and
who have a history of struggle

POPE FRANCIS | HEAD OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

of the
day uote 

The army has
killed the
leader of the

dissident faction of
the former guerrilla
group, the
Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC)

IVAN DUQUE | COLOMBIAN PRESIDENT

Prices in Egypt
could have
been higher in

the past five or six
months had the
country not
embarked on
development projects, which provide
many products and services

ABDEL-FATTAH AL-SISI | EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT

Justin shares
health update
Los Angeles: Justin Bieber has
shared an update about his
health condition with his fans,
days after the musician
revealed that he was
diagnosed with Ramsay Hunt
Syndrome. In a statement
posted on his Instagram Story,
the 28-year-old singer said he
is gradually recovering from
the rare medical condition,
which has resulted in one side
of his face being paralysed. 

Poland changes
judiciary law
Warsaw: Poland has replaced
a controversial body that
disciplined judges with a new
accountability panel — the
latest twist in a long-running
dispute with the European
Union over the country’s
judicial independence — and
Poland’s leading politician
said Tuesday he hoped the EU
would have a “proper” reaction
to the move. The EU has frozen
billions of euros of pandemic
funds for Poland over criticism
of its rule of law record.

Musk to address
Twitter employees 
San Francisco: Elon Musk will
address Twitter employees
Thursday for the first time
since the billionaire and Tesla
CEO offered $ 44 billion to buy
the social media platform, the
company said Tuesday. Twitter
CEO Parag Agrawal
announced an all-hands
meeting to employees in an
email Monday, saying they'd
be able to submit questions in
advance, according to The
Wall Street Journal.

Striking truckers
in SK end strike
Seoul: Truckers in South Korea
ended an eight-day strike that
caused major disruptions to
domestic production and cargo
transport, their union and the
government announced after
negotiations Tuesday.
Thousands of truckers joined
the nationwide strike, calling
for an extension of temporary
guarantees of minimum wages
amid soaring fuel prices. The
strike triggered delays in the
shipment and delivery of steel,
cement, petrochemicals, tires
and other items, with some
factories forced to halt
production.

UN cuts food aid
to South Sudan
Juba (South Sudan): At least
1.7 million hungry people in
South Sudan are losing
humanitarian food aid “at the
worst possible time” as the
United Nations World 
Food Program suspends 
the help, blaming critical
funding shortages. 
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Lviv, June 14: Russian troops 
control about 80% of  the fiercely
contested eastern Ukrainian city
of  Sieverodonetsk and have 
destroyed all three bridges lead-
ing out of  the city but Ukrainian
authorities are still trying to 
evacuate more wounded residents,
a regional official said Tuesday.

Serhiy Haidai, governor of  the
eastern Luhansk region, ac-
knowledged that a mass evacua-
tion of  civilians from
Sieverodonetsk now is “simply not
possible” due to the relentless
shelling and fighting in the city. 

Ukrainian forces have been
pushed to the industrial outskirts
of  the city because of  “the scorched
earth method and heavy artillery
the Russians are using,” he said.

“There is still an opportunity
for the evacuation of  the wounded,
communication with the Ukrainian
military and local residents,” he told
The Associated Press by telephone,
adding that Russian forces have
not yet blocked off  the strategic
city.In all, 70 civilians were evac-
uated from the Luhansk region in
the last day, the governor said. A
Russian general, meanwhile, says
a humanitarian corridor will be
opened Wednesday to evacuate

civilians from the besieged Azot
chemical plant in Sievierodonetsk.
Col-Gen. Mkhail Mizintsev said
evacuees would be taken to the
town of  Svatovo, 60 kilometers to
the north in territory under the
control of  Russian and separatist
forces. He said the plan was made
after Ukraine called for establish-
ing an evacuation corridor leading
to Ukrainian-controlled territory.

Mizintsev, head of  the National
Defense Management Centre, is
accused by Ukraine of  human
rights violations while commanding
troops during the long siege of
Mariupol, Ukraine's key port on the
Sea of  Azov that has been taken over
by the Russians.

Russian forces in the last few
weeks have pressed hard to cap-
ture Ukraine’s eastern industrial
Donbas area, which borders Russia
and is made up of  the regions of
Luhansk and Donetsk. “The situa-
tion is difficult,” Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelesnkyy said in a
news conference Tuesday with
Danish media. “Our task is to fight
back.” Jan Egeland, the Secretary-
General of  the Norwegian Refugee
Council, one of  the aid organisations
supplying food to the people in the
Donbas, said fighting in the past
few weeks has made regular food dis-
tributions impossible.

Russians control
80% of contested 
city in eastern Ukr

Ukraine seeks
howitzers, tanks and

drones from West

Reports gains against
Russian forces in south
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Beijing, June 14 : China has an-
nounced plans to provide visas to
Indian professionals and their fam-
ilies stranded in India for over two
years following the strict visa re-
strictions imposed by Beijing due
to the Covid-19 pandemic.

On Monday, the Chinese Embassy
in India updated its Covid-19 visa
policy after over two years to accept
visa applications of  foreign na-
tionals and their accompanying
family members wanting to go to
China for resumption of  work in
all fields. It is a big relief  for hun-
dreds of  Indian professionals and
their families who are stuck back
home since 2020.

Last month, a number of  Indian
professionals based in China urged

Exter nal Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar to press Beijing to allow
their stranded families to return.

Besides the Indians, the Chinese
Embassy in New Delhi said family
members of  Chinese citizens and
foreigners with Chinese perma-
nent residence permits going to
China for family reunions or visiting
relatives can apply for visas. Besides
Indians some of  whom have Chinese
spouses, many Chinese employees
working for various companies
were also stranded in India due to
Beijing's blanket visa bans and
flight cancellations.

However, visas for tourism and
private purposes remain suspended,
the Chinese Embassy announce-
ment said. In April, after prolonged
representations from India, China
agreed to permit the return of

“some" stranded Indian students
and asked the Indian Embassy
here to collect the details of  the
students wanting to return.

As per earlier reports, over 23,000
Indian students, mostly studying
medicine in Chinese colleges, are
stuck in India after they returned
home as the coronavirus broke out
in China in December 2019. They
could not return to China due to the
restrictions imposed by the Chinese
government to arrest the spread of
the contagion. Over 12,000 Indian

students have reportedly expressed
their wish to return and their de-
tails have been forwarded to the
Chinese government for process-
ing. China is yet to come up with
a criterion to permit the return of
the students as Beijing is reluc-
tant to allow such large number of
people to return at once in view the
recent spike in Covid-19 cases in the
country. While opening visa serv-
ices to Indians, China is yet to an-
nounce plans to open flight facili-
ties between the two countries.

Currently, only diplomats be-
tween the two countries travel
through the expensive third-coun-
try flight routes.

However, China's visa an-
nouncement has created hope that
flight services too may be resumed
between the two countries soon.

In recent months, China has
been permitting students from
some friendly countries like
Pakistan, Thailand, Solomon Islands
and recently Sri Lanka to return.

China lifts 2-yr Covid visa ban on Indians
China is processing requests of thousands of Indian students

studying in Chinese universities who have conveyed their
interest to re-join their colleges and universities
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Colombo, June 14: Sri Lanka's
cash-strapped government has ap-
proved several measures, including
imposing a 2.5 per cent social con-
tribution tax on companies based
on their turnover and declaring
Fridays as holidays for most 
public sector employees, to facili-
tate the economic recovery and
mitigate energy and food crisis.

T he economic crisis  has
prompted an acute shortage of  es-
sential items like food, medicine,
cooking gas and other fuel, toilet
paper, and even matches, with Sri
Lankans being forced to wait in
lines lasting hours outside stores
to buy fuel and cooking gas.

The Cabinet at a meeting held
on Monday approved a bill to im-

pose a 2.5 per cent tax on compa-
nies with an annual turnover of  Rs
120 million. The new tax named the
social contribution levy will be
applicable to businesses in im-
ports, manufacturing, service
providers, wholesalers and re-
tailers, according to an official
statement. In another measure
aimed at mitigating the ongoing en-
ergy crisis, the Cabinet has ap-
proved to declare Fridays as holi-
days for  the  public  sector
employees. 

This, however, would not be ap-
plicable to the employees in the
health, power and energy, educa-
tion and defence sectors. The

Cabinet also approved a move to
grant government officials one
leave per week for the next three
months to engage in agriculture to
mitigate the approaching food cri-
sis. Minister of  Home affairs and
Public Administration Dinesh
Gunawardena said that fuel con-
sumption will be reduced because
of  this move.

“We have decided to make
Fridays a holiday for all public
servants because of  the trans-
portation issues that have popped
up as a result of  the fuel scarcity.
Public servants can stay at home
and focus on growing food crops on
Fridays,” he said.

SL approves measures to
ease economic recovery

Sri Lanka is currently 
facing its worst economic
crisis since independence

from Britain in 1948

REUTERS

Penuelas, Chile, June 14: The
Penuelas reservoir in central Chile
was until twenty years ago the
main source of  water for the city
of  Valparaiso, holding enough
water for 38,000 Olympic-size swim-
ming pools. Water for only two
pools now remains. Amid an his-
toric 13-year drought, rainfall lev-

els have slumped in this South
American nation that hugs the
continent's Pacific coast. Higher
air temperatures have meant snow
in the Andes, once a key store of
meltwater for spring and summer,
is not compacting, melts faster, or
turns straight to vapor.

The drought has hit mine output
in the world's largest copper pro-
ducer, stoked tensions over water

use for lithium and farming, and
led capital Santiago to make un-
precedented plans for potential
water rationing. “We have to beg
God to send us water,” said Amanda
Carrasco, a 54-year-old who lives
near the Penuelas reservoir and
recalls line fishing in the waters for
local pejerrey fish. “I’ve never seen
it like this. There's been less water
before, but not like now.”

The reservoir needs rainfall -
once reliable in winter but now at
historic lows, said Jose Luis Murillo,
general manager of  ESVAL, the
company that supplies Valparaiso

with water. Normally, low-pres-
sure storms from the Pacific unload

precipitation over Chile in winter,
recharging aquifers and packing
the Andes mountains with snow.

But naturally occurring warm-
ing of  the sea off  Chile's coast,
which blocks storms from arriv-
ing, has been intensified by rising
global sea temperature, accord-
ing to a global study on sea tem-
perature and rainfall deficits.
Ozone depletion and greenhouse
gasses in the Antarctic, mean-
while, exacerbate weather pat-
terns that draw storms away from
Chile, according to a study on vari-
ables affecting Antarctic weather.

‘WATER TOWERS’
Analysis of  tree rings going

back 400 years shows how rare
the current drought is, said
Duncan Christie, a researcher at
the Center for Climate and
Resilience in Chile. It is totally
unrivalled for duration or inten-
sity. He said that meant the Andes
- which he called the country’s
“water towers” - were not getting
a chance to replenish, which in
turn meant that as snow melted
in spring there was far less water
to fill rivers, reservoirs and
aquifers. 

POSING FOR PICTURE

Racegoers Maria, left, and Anastasia pose for a photo wearing headwear
with a Ukrainian flag motif after arriving for day one of the Royal Ascot horse
racing meeting, at Ascot Racecourse, in Ascot, England PTI PHOTO

Chilean lake turns into desert, sounding climate alarm

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, June 14: President
Joe Biden will make his first trip
to the Middle East next month with
visits to Israel, the occupied West
Bank and Saudi Arabia, the White
House announced Tuesday.

The decision to pay a call on
Saudi leaders during the July 13-
16 trip comes after Biden as a

Democratic presidential candidate
branded the kingdom a “pariah” be-
cause of  its human rights record
and pledged to recalibrate the US-
Saudi relationship.

Biden plans to meet with the
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, the de facto ruler of  the
kingdom, according to a senior ad-
ministration official who briefed re-
porters on the condition of
anonymity. 

US Intelligence officials deter-
mined Prince Mohammed likely or-
dered the brutal 2018 killing of  US-
based journalist Jamal Khashoggi. 

After Biden took office, his ad-
ministration made clear the pres-
ident would avoid direct engage-
ment with the crown prince and
instead focus his engagements
with King Salman.

Human rights advocates and
some Democratic allies cautioned
Biden about visiting the oil-rich
kingdom, saying such a visit with-
out first getting human rights com-
mitments would send a message to
Saudi leaders that there are no
consequences for egregious rights
violations.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Geneva, June 14:The World Health
Organisation will convene an 
emergency committee of  experts
to determine if  the expanding
monkeypox outbreak that has mys-
teriously spread outside Africa
should be considered a global
health emergency.

WHO Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said
Tuesday he decided to convene
the emergency committee on June
23 because the virus has shown
“unusual” recent behaviour by
spreading in countries well be-
yond parts of  Africa, where it is
endemic.

“We believe that it needs also
some coordinated response be-
cause of  the geographic spread,”
he told reporters.

Declaring monkeypox to be an
international health emergency

would give it the same designation
as the Covid-19 pandemic and
mean that WHO considers the
normally rare disease a continu-
ing threat to countries globally. The
UK said Monday it had 470 cases
of  monkeypox across the coun-
try, with the vast majority in gay
or bisexual men. British scien-
tists said last week they could not
tell if  the spread of  the disease in
the UK had peaked.

The meeting of  outside experts
could also help improve under-
standing and knowledge about
the virus, Tedros said, as WHO re-
leased new guidelines about vac-
cinating against monkeypox.

The UN health agency does not
recommend mass vaccination,
but advises the “judicious” use
of  vaccines. It said controlling
the disease relies primarily on
measures like surveillance, track-
ing cases and isolating patients.

Last month, a leading adviser
to the World Health Organisation
said the outbreak in Europe and
beyond was likely spread by sex
at two recent raves in Spain and
Belgium.Scientists warn that any-
one, regardless of  sexual orien-
tation, is susceptible to catching
monkeypox if  they are in close,
physical contact with an infected
person or their clothing or 
bed sheets.

WHO to assess
if monkeypox an
int’l emergency

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Cairo, June 14: The death toll
from tribal clashes over the past
week in Sudan's Darfur region
has reached at least 125, the United
Nations said Tuesday.

The violence, the latest in the
war-ravaged region, erupted fol-
lowing a land dispute between
Arab and African tribes in the
town of  Kulbus in West Darfur
province. Local Arab militias then
attacked multiple villages in the
area. The UN Office for the
Coordination of  Humanitarian
Affairs said the dead included over
100 from the African Gimir tribe and
25 Arabs. It said the clashes in-
jured more than 130 others, mostly
from the non-Arab tribe.

OCHA said at least 25 villages in
the Kulbus area were attacked,
looted and burned and that at least
50,000 people were forced to flee
their homes in West Darfur and
neighboring North Darfur province,
where the clashes spread.

Elsewhere in West Darfur, at
least 19 people were reportedly
killed and 54 others injured in sep-
arate tribal clashes earlier this
month, according to OCHA.

Death toll from
fighting in Darfur
tops 125, says UN

Biden to visit Israel
and ‘pariah’ Saudi 

A huge expanse of dried and cracked earth that was
once the lake bed is littered with fish skeletons and 

desperate animals searching for water

About 12,000 people remain in Sievierodonetsk
compared to its pre-war population of 100,000

More than 500 civilians are sheltering in the Azot
chemical plant, which is being relentlessly
pounded by the Russians

A dead fish lies on the dried-up
Penuelas lake in Valparaiso, Chile
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GDP is the worst
measure of
economic

activities but for all others.
Because everything else
you take, comes with their
own limitations and serious
subjectivity
V ANANTHA NAGESWARAN | 
CHIEF ECONOMIC ADVISER

The Tata group hospitality firm Indian
Hotels Company Ltd’s iconic brand Taj
has been rated as the ‘world's
strongest hotel brand’ by Brand
Finance, a global leading brand
valuation consultancy.

‘WORLD’S STRONGEST HOTEL BRAND’ 
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While products
are our heroes,
INDIA 2.0 is

also about being
closer to our
customers on all
fronts. By rapidly
increasing our customer touchpoints
and expanding our network, we have
the largest ever presence of the
Skodabrand in India

ZAC HOLLIS | SKODA AUTO INDIA BRAND

DIRECTOR

of the
day uote 

The industrial
ecosystem and
its

requirements have
changed significantly
over the last few
years with a digital
first approach

SUBRAMANIAN RAMADORAI | CHAIRMAN,
TATA TECHNOLOGIES LTD.

The launch of
our next
generation

electric bus platform
in India is an
important milestone
for Switch Mobility.
Our aspiration is to make electric
products more accessible in India,
the United Kingdom, Europe and
many global markets

DHEERAJ HINDUJA | CHAIRMAN, ASHOK

LEYLAND

Multiplex in
metaverse
New Delhi: Bharti Airtel
Tuesday announced Xstream
multiplex, which the telco said
is India's first multiplex in the
metaverse. The Xstream
multiplex is an extension of
Airtel's Xstream Premium
offering, which recently
achieved a two million
subscriber milestone within
100 days of its launch, the
company said in a statement.
"Airtel launches India's first
multiplex in the metaverse,"
the statement said. Airtel's
Xstream multiplex will be a
20-screen platform with
access to content portfolios
from leading OTT partners
available on the application.
The multiplex will enable
sampling of top original shows
and movies with content
pieces such as the first
episode of an OTT original or
initial minutes of a movie in
regional languages, besides
English and Hindi. Viewers can
get complete access upon
subscription of a plan.

IDBI Bank hikes
interest rates 
Mumbai: IDBI Bank Tuesday
said it has raised interest
rates by up to 25 basis points
(bps) on retail term deposits
of less than `2 crore. The
revised rates would be
applicable across various
tenors for domestic term
deposits, non-resident
ordinary (NRO) and non-
resident external (NRE) term
deposits, effective June 15, a
release said. The lender has
increased the interest rate by
25 basis points to 4 per cent
from 3.75 per cent on retail
term deposits maturing
between 91 days and six
months. For fixed deposits
maturing in 3 years to less
than 5 years, the rate has
been hiked by 10 bps to 5.60
per cent, compared to 5.50 per
cent earlier.

Indian Bank’s KCC
Digital renewal 
Chennai: Public sector Indian
Bank has unveiled KCC Digital
Renewal Scheme enabling
customers to renew their
Kisan Credit Card accounts
through the digital platform,
the city-based bank said
Tuesday. Under the project
WAVE - World of Advanced
Virtual Experience initiative,
Indian Bank Managing
Director and CEO, S L Jain
launched the scheme which
eliminates the need to visit a
branch or submit added
physical documents. The
scheme would be beneficial to
customers who are not able to
renew their Kisan Credit Card
accounts due to paucity of
time during the harvest
season, the bank said. 

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

New Delhi, June 14: High global
energy and raw material prices
combined with a weak rupee fueled
the fastest annual rise in India’s
wholesale prices in more than 30
years, raising expectations for the
central bank to order more inter-
est rate hikes.

A surge in crude oil and com-
modity prices since Russia invaded
Ukraine in February has set in-
flation alight in many countries,
forcing central banks to raise in-
terest rates.

Wholesale prices, akin to pro-
ducer prices, climbed 15.88% in
May from year ago levels, staying
in double-digits for a 14th straight
month, and was, according to econ-
omists, India's highest since
September 1991. 

The high rate was primarily due
to rising prices for crude petro-
leum and natural gas, food items,
basic metals and chemical products,
the Ministry of  Commerce and
Industry said in a statement
Tuesday.

Prices for manufactured prod-
ucts, contributing around 64% to
the wholesale price index (WPI),
rose 10.11%, compared to 10.85% in

the previous month, while fuel and
power costs increased 40.62% from
a year ago period.

Monday, India reported retail
prices had risen 7.04% in May from
year ago levels, moderating slightly
from the eight-year high of  7.79%
posted in April.

The dismal reports for the two
main measures of  inflation led
economists to expect the Reserve
Bank of  India (RBI) to raise key in-
terest rates at its next policy meet-
ing in August.

Aditi Nayar, economist at ICRA,
the Indian arm of  Moody’s credit
rating agency, said WPI inflation
was likely to stay between 15%-
16% in June, largely as a result of
soaring global crude oil prices.
And she predicted a response from
the RBI.

“We continue to expect 60 basis
points of  repo hikes over the next
two policy reviews,” Nayar said.

The RBI's Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) raised its bench-

mark repo rate by 50 basis points
to 4.90% last week, after a 40 basis
points hike in April, while hint-
ing at more rate hikes to come.

Food prices, contributing about
a quarter of  the WPI index, climbed
10.89% in May, though vegetable
prices rose 18.26% in May year-
on-year, compared to 23.24% in the
previous month.

An uptick in wholesale food and
energy prices is likely to feed into
retail prices as the companies in-
creasingly pass on high input costs
to consumers.

Adam Hoyes, economist at
Capital Economics Singapore said
May's WPI figures suggested upside
risk to consumer food inflation,
which is politically sensitive in
India.

“That will all be a cause for con-
cern for the RBI,

and suggests to us that the MPC
will continue to frontload policy
tightening with a 50 basis points
hike in August.”

WPI at 30-yr high makes 
rate hikes more likely

The high rate was 
primarily due to rising

prices for crude petroleum
and natural gas, food

items, basic metals and
chemical products 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, June 14: Benchmark
indices stayed on the backfoot
Tuesday after the previous ses-
sion’s rout as risk-off  sentiment
prevailed amid weak global cues and
persistent foreign fund outflows.

Lacklustre macroeconomic data
and the rupee staying near its life-
time low further dampened buying
appetite, traders said.

Global investors were in wait-and-
watch mode ahead of  the US Federal
Reserve's policy decision Wednesday
amid expectations of  accelerated
rate hikes to cool scorching infla-
tion, they added.

Sliding for the third straight ses-
sion, the 30-share BSE Sensex
dropped 153.13 points or 0.29 per cent
to settle at 52,693.57 -- its lowest
since July 30, 2021.

On similar lines, the NSE Nifty
declined by 42.30 points or 0.27 per
cent to end at 15,732.10.

IndusInd Bank was the top loser
among Sensex constituents, los-
ing 2.12 per cent, followed by Tech
Mahindra, Reliance Industries,
Maruti, HDFC twins, Asian Paints
and HUL.

In value ter ms,  Reliance
Industries and the HDFC duo ac-
counted for the most of  the bench-
mark's losses.

On the other hand, Bharti Airtel
topped the gainers' list with a jump
of  1.63 per cent. NTPC, UltraTech
Cement, M&M, Infosys, Dr Reddy's
and L&T were among the other

gainers, climbing as much as 1.61
per cent.

“Domestic market restrained
from heavy sell-off  as CPI data
moderated on a month-on-month
basis and this had a calming down
effect amidst global volatility.
However, elevated WPI data con-
tinued to dominate the broad mar-
ket, which is cautious awaiting to-
morrow's outcome of  Fed policy,”
said Vinod Nair, Head of  Research
at Geojit Financial Services.

Elsewhere in Asia, markets in
Seoul and Tokyo ended lower, while
Hong Kong and Shanghai bounced
back and settled in the green.

Markets in Europe were trad-
ing mostly lower in mid-session
deals. Wall Street had ended sharply
lower on Monday.

Meanwhile, international oil
benchmark Brent crude gained
0.68 per cent to USD 123.1 per bar-
rel.

Staging a marginal recovery
from its lifetime low, the rupee
inched up 1 paisa to close at 78.03
(provisional) against the US dollar
Tuesday amid a weak greenback
overseas. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 14: The country’s
largest lender SBI has raised its de-
posit and lending rates following
the Reserve Bank’s repo rate hike
last week.

SBI said interest rates have been
raised by 0.20 per cent on domes-
tic term deposits of  below `2 crore
for select tenors.

The revised interest rates on re-
tail domestic term deposits (below
`2 crore) come into effect from
June 14, 2022, State Bank of  India
(SBI) said on its website.

For deposits of  211 days to less
than 1 year, the lender will offer in-
terest rate at 4.60 per cent, as against
4.40 per cent earlier. Senior citi-
zens will be offered an interest of
5.10 per cent as against 4.90 per
cent earlier.

Likewise, for domestic term de-
posits of  1 year to less than 2 years,
customers can earn interest of  5.30
per cent, up by 0.20 per cent. For sen-
ior citizens, the interest rate will
be higher by similar margin at 5.80
per cent.

On tenor of  2 years to less than
3 years, SBI has raised the interest
rate to 5.35 per cent from 5.20 per
cent, while senior citizens can earn
5.85 per cent as against 5.70 per
cent earlier.

The lender has also revised the
interest rates on domestic bulk
term deposits of`2 crore and above
for select tenors by up to 0.75 per
cent.

Markets extend losing
streak to third day

Lacklustre macroeconomic data and the rupee 
staying near its lifetime low further dampened

buying appetite, traders said 

SBI hikes deposit,
lending rates

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, June 14: Even as or-
ganisations are gradually open-
ing offices after the pandemic, a re-
port has revealed that most workers
between 25-34 years of  age glob-
ally are likely to look for a new job
if  employers insist on going into the
workplace everyday.

Younger workers are more re-
luctant than their older colleagues
to return to the workplace full-
time as employers seek to encourage
staff  back into the office, accord-
ing to the ADP Research Institute's
'People at Work 2022: A Global
Workforce View'.

According to the report, more
than seven in 10 (71 per cent) of
18-24 year-olds and two-third (66
per cent) of  25-34 year-olds would
consider looking for another job if
their employer insisted on a full-
time return to the workplace, com-
pared to 56 per cent of  the 45-54
age bracket.

Overall, two-third of  the global
workforce (64 per cent) have al-
ready, or would consider, looking
for another job if  their employer
stipulated that they must come in
to work on the premises every day.

In India, 76.38 per cent of  work-
ers interviewed said they would
contemplate quitting if  this hap-

pened, said the report.
The report is based on a survey

among 32,924 workers in 17 coun-

tries around the world, including
1,600 in India, between 1 November
and 24 November 2021.

"Lockdowns have been eased
and raise the question of  whether
workers can be asked or compelled
to return to work. For many, this
could be a deciding factor in their
decision to leave. These findings con-
tradict some people's beliefs that
younger people are desperate to
return to the workforce for social
and career advancement reasons,"
ADP India MD Rahul Goyal noted.

In India, the report found that 75
per cent of  workers felt that they
have continued to collaborate with
their teams perfectly while work-
ing remotely, thus a lot of  them
are reluctant to return to the office
full-time.

"It is important for young peo-
ple to be surrounded by peers and
superiors to learn and gain expe-
rience and create networks early
on in their careers and they need
to find new ways to encourage
them back to an in-person envi-
ronment, engage them once there
and help rebuild lost confidence
and skills," Goyal added.

For example, having accessible
human capital management data
to create visibility around indi-
viduals and teams could help to
inform decision-making, build a
more connected internal culture
and enhance trust and loyalty be-
tween employers and staff, he added. 

Most young workers reluctant to return to workplace full-time: Report

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar,  June 14:
ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India
(AM/NS India), a joint venture be-
tween ArcelorMittal and Nippon
Steel, announces that more than
92% per cent of  its workforce in its
plants in Odisha is from the local
population. 

The company’s efforts to recruit
and retain local people illustrate
AM/NS India’s commitment to
creating long-term employment
and economic value in the state.
AM/NS India’s Odisha plant op-
erations currently employ a total
of  2371 people across both perma-
nent and contract categories. At
present locals make up 92 per cent
of  unskilled or semiskilled work-
ers, 98 per cent of  skilled workers
and 79 per cent in supervisor or
managerial roles. This far sur-
passes the Government of  Odisha’s
mandate for companies to employ

90%, 60% and 30% in these three
categories respectively. In Odisha,
AM/NS India’s manufacturing op-
erations include a 12 MTPA pellet
plant and a 30x2 MW power plant
at Paradeep, a 9 MTPA Beneficiation
Plant at Dabuna in Keonjhar, with
a 253 km dedicated Slurry Pipeline
from Dabuna to Paradeep. 

“Giving employment opportu-

nity to local talents is crucial to and
a priority for our business in
Odisha. AM/NS India is keen to ex-
pand its footprint in the state and
stands committed to play an ac-
tive role in investing in Odisha’s
growth and the wellbeing of  its
citizens,” says Suresha G, Executive
Director, AM/NS India, Odisha
Facility.

AM/NS India boosts local 
employment prospects

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jharsuguda, June 14: Vedanta
Aluminium, India’s largest pro-
ducer of  aluminium, conducted
an on-site Safety Mock Drill in as-
sociation with National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF), at its alu-
minium smelter in Jharsuguda.
The mock drill saw the plant’s
emergency management team and
NDRF officials collaborate to re-
inforce safety awareness among
all employees and business partners
associated with the company. Udit
Kumar Dixit, NDRF Inspector,
Ramesh Mohanty, District Fire
Officer, Manoj Mishra, District
Assistant Director of  Factories
and Boiler (ADFB), Susanta Mishra,
District Project Officer (Odisha
State Disaster Management
Authority), and representatives
from other companies participated
in the mock drill. Mock drills are
a useful  tool  in Vedanta
Aluminium’s safety arsenal.
Conducted at regular intervals,
they serve to test and bolster em-

ployees’ emergency preparedness
as well as gauge the co-ordination
between various teams in simu-
lated conditions. Speaking on
Vedanta Aluminium’s safety-first
culture, Sunil Gupta, CEO – Vedanta
Ltd., Jharsuguda said, “At Vedanta
Aluminium, safety of  our people
and partners is our foremost pri-
ority. The ethos of  Zero Harm, Zero
Waste and Zero Discharge are in-
stilled in our DNA and therefore our
aluminium operations are gov-
erned by the highest safety stan-
dards, creating a safe working en-
vironment for our employees and
business partners. We have ex-
tensively deployed safety tech-
nologies and behaviour-based ini-
tiatives to further strengthen our
safety performance. Mock drills
with emergency simulations, help
us assess our response mechanism,
so that we can be more agile and ef-
fective in case of  emergencies. We
also work closely with the gov-
ernment and the community to
bolster the safety quotient at our
operations as well as beyond.”

Vedanta conducts
Safety Mock Drill

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 14: LIC has in-
creased its stake in Hindustan
Unilever Ltd, Hero MotoCorp and
non-banking finance company
Capri Global Capital through open
market purchases over the last few
months, the life insurer said
Tuesday. 

The corporation’s shareholding
in Hero MotoCorp has increased
from 1,83,10,233 to 2,24,91,571 eq-
uity shares, or from 9.163 per cent
to 11.256 per cent of  the paid-up
capital of  the company, Life
Insurance Corporation (LIC) said
in a regulatory filing. 

The change in holding was dur-
ing the period from January 4, 2021
to June 13, 2022, it said, adding the
stocks were bought through open
market purchases at an average
cost of `3,050.14. 

Hero MotoCorp is a leading man-
ufacturer of  motorcycles and scoot-
ers. 

In a separate filing, it said LIC's
shareholding in Hindustan Unilever
(HUL) has increased from
11,73,80,500 to 11,76,90,500 equity
shares, aggregating to 5.008 per
cent of  the paid-up capital of  the
company. 

"Holding (in Hindustan Unilever)
increased from 4.995 per cent to
5.008 per cent as on 13th June 2022
at an average cost of`2206.93," it said. 

The FMCG major is into home
care, beauty and personal care;
and foods and refreshment seg-
ments.  Besides, LIC's shareholding
in Capri Global Capital has in-
creased from 88,58,348 equity shares
to 1,24,00,000 equity shares or from
5.043 per cent to 7.059 per cent. 

LIC ups its stake 
in Hero MotoCorp,
HUL, Capri Global

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 14: Competition
Commission of  India Tuesday said
it has approved the proposed ac-
quisition of  the entire sharehold-
ing of  AirAsia India Ltd by Air
India Ltd.

The proposed combination en-
visages the acquisition of  the en-
tire equity share capital of  AirAsia
(India) Pvt Ltd by Air India Ltd
(AIL), an indirect wholly-owned

subsidiary of  Tata Sons Pvt Ltd
(TSPL), a notice issued by the fair
trade regulator said.

AirAsia India is a joint venture
between TSPL and Air Asia
Investment Limited (AAIL), with

TSPL presently holding 83.67 per
cent and AAIL owning a 16.33 per
cent stake. 

AIL, along with its wholly-owned
subsidiary Air India Express
Limited (AIXL), is primarily en-
gaged in the business of  providing
domestic scheduled air passenger
transport service, international
scheduled air passenger transport
service, air cargo transport serv-
ices, and charter flight services in
India. 

CCI nod for AI’s proposed acquisition of AirAsia India 
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, June 14: Told to hang up
his boots after a medical condi-
tion, Anwar Ali’s persistence and
optimism in the face of  seemingly
insurmountable odds paid rich
dividends here Tuesday.

Thanks to goals from Anwar,
Sunil Chhetri – he does that al-
most every other day – Manvir
Singh and Ishan Pandita, India
capped off  their historic AFC Asian
Cup qualification campaign in
style, sweeping aside a strong Hong
Kong side 4-0 under heavy rains at
the Salt Lake Stadium.

Igor Stimac’s side brought out its
A game on a stormy night and
started off  with a blitz as Anwar
(second minute) and Chhetri (45th)
gave India a 2-0 lead.

It was then a tale of  super subs
as Manvir (85th) and Pandita
(90+3rd) came off  the bench to
complete the rout and help India
(nine points) top group D with
three wins on the trot, ahead of

Hong Kong (six).
The Blue Tigers raced to a 1-0 lead

with the 21-year-old centreback
Anwar scoring his maiden inter-
national goal four years after his
career nearly ended on health
grounds.

The 2017 U-17 World Cup star,
whose career had been put on hold
after being diagnosed with a rare
heart disease (Hypertrophic
Myocardiopathy), scored from a
short Ashique Kuruniyan corner
with his right-footed strike into
the top corner.

The versatile defender, playing
alongside Sandesh Jhingan, not
only made his presence felt in the
backline but also made some fluid
moves up front.

The talismanic Chhetri doubled
the lead just before the break from
a 30-yard free-kick to bring up his
fourth goal of  the tournament.
Jeakson Singh floated in a bril-
liant free-kick as the skipper con-
trolled it brilliantly with a deft
first touch before calmly slotting it

home to notch his 84th interna-
tional strike that saw him go level
with Hungarian great Ferenc
Puskas in the chart for the all-time
leading international scorers.

He also entered the top-five in-
ternational goal-scorers’ list. The
Indian icon is just two goals be-
hind Argentine maestro Lionel
Messi among active players list
led by Portuguese superstar
Cristiano Ronaldo (117).

Late into the second-half  it was
Brandon Fernandes who initi-
ated the move from the right and
played a quick 1-2 with Roshan
Singh before Manvir found the
target. On song, India attacked
on the counter and a cross from
the right from Manvir was con-
verted by Pandita.

More than eight hours before
their face-off, both the teams con-
firmed the Asian Cup Finals berth,
courtesy Palestine’s 4-0 win over
Philippines who were eliminated
after finishing as the worst runners-
up from the six groups.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Visakhapatnam, June 14: India
ticked all the boxes when it mattered
the most and crushed South Africa
by 48 runs in the must-win third
T20I to stay alive in the five-match
series here Tuesday. 

Yuzvendra Chahal (3/20) and
Harshal Patel (4/25) led the way
with the ball after sizzling half  cen-
turies from Ruturaj Gaikwad (57,
35b, 7x4, 2x6) and Ishan Kishan (54,
35b, 5x4, 2x6) powered India to 179/5.

The bowlers came good after
opener Gaikwad turned things
around with a scintillating knock
and Ishan scored his second fifty
of  the series.

Defending the total, skipper
Rishabh Pant introduced the spin-
ners early and Axar Patel (1/28)
produced the first breakthrough
with a fuller delivery as Temba
Bavuma (8) holed out to Avesh
Khan in the 4th over.

Chahal was rewarded for bowl-
ing quick as he got extra bounce from
the wicket to get the better of  Rassie
van der Dussen (1), Dwaine Pretorius
(20) and Heinrich Klaasen (29).

Harshal mixed his deliveries
well to first remove Reeza Hendricks
(23) and David Miller (3) and then
returned to finish things off  with
the wickets of  Kagiso Rabada (9)
and Tabraiz Shamsi (0) as South
Africa were bundled out for 131.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar (1/21) too
bowled with a lot of  heart.

Earlier, Gaikwad and Ishan set
the platform with a 97-run stand in-
side 10 overs but South Africa tight-
ened the screws in the second half
to keep India inside 180.

It was Gaikwad, who turned ag-
gressor after a watchful start and
exploded in the fifth over, slam-
ming five successive boundaries, in-
cluding one off  his helmet grill,
off  Anrich Nortje. The Maharashtra
batter also deposited Pretorius
(2/29) over deep backward square
for his second six as India posted
57 for no loss in six overs, their
best powerplay in the series.

Ishan, who was playing second
fiddle, got into the act in the ninth
over, smacking Shamsi’s (1/36)
overpitched ball for a maximum be-
fore sweeping him for another four
as 13 runs came from the over.

Gaikwad completed his fifty in 30
balls and then welcomed Keshav
Maharaj (1/24) with an inside out lift
for a four, but the spinner had him

caught off  his own bowling with
India on 97/1 at the halfway stage.

Ishan then gave a special treat-
ment to Maharaj, picking up two
fours and a six en route a 31-ball fifty,
his second of  the series. New-man
Shreyas Iyer looked in good touch
as he blasted a six each off  Nortje
and Shamsi, but the spinner dis-
missed him with Nortje timing his
jump to perfection for a nice catch.

Pretorius pegged India further
back by getting rid of  Ishan, who
was caught by Hendricks. The
hosts managed just 20 runs while
losing two wickets from over 13 to
17 before Pandya took them close
to 180 with some lusty blows in
the final stages.

BRIEF SCORES
India 179/5 (Ruturaj Gaikwad 57,
Ishan Kishan 54, Hardik Pandya 31
n o; Dwaine Pretorius 2/29) beat
South Africa 131 (Heinrich Klaasen
29, Reeza Hendricks 23, Wayne
Parnell 22 n o; Harshal Patel 4/25,
Yuzvendra Chahal 3/20) by 48 runs.

ASSOCIATED PRES

Paris, June 14: Defending cham-
pion France lost their Nations
League title and faced the dim
prospect of  relegation after losing
at home to Croatia 1-0. Meanwhile,
while their group leader Denmark
beat Austria 2-0 to boost their Final
Four bid Monday.

Denmark has nine points, two
more than second-placed Croatia
with only the group winner going
through. Austria was third with
four points and rock-bottom France
had two after a fourth game with-
out a win. The team in last place is
relegated.

Croatia scored with a fifth-minute
penalty from standout midfielder
Luka Modric at the Stade de France.
It is where he played so com-
mandingly for Champions League
winner Real Madrid in the final
just over two weeks ago, and he
belied his advancing years with a
display full of  astute passing and
clever movement into space. 

Croatia’s fans chanted, ‘Luka,
Luka’, to their inspirational captain
as he gave them a thumbs up after
the game. In Copenhagen, wide
forwards Jonas Older Wind and
Andreas Skov Olsen got Denmark’s
goals in the first half. Croatia hosts
Denmark in a table-topping clash
September 22.

France coach Didier Deschamps
finally dropped first-choice for-
ward Antoine Griezmann, who
has not scored for the team since

early January, and instead selected
Christopher Nkunku in attack
alongside Karim Benzema and
Kylian Mbappe.

It was Nkunku’s astute pass
which set up Mbappe’s late equal-

izer in a 1-1 draw in Austria Friday.
Perhaps to rouse the players, the
band stopped playing at the start
of  the ‘La Marseillaise’ and most
of  the 77,400 crowd at Stade de
France sang it A cappella style.

The home fans fell quiet when
Croatia won a penalty after
Ibrahima Konate fouled Josip
Brekalo for the penalty. Mike
Maignan started in goal ahead of
long-standing No. 1 Hugo Lloris, and
guessed the right way but he could
not stop Modric’s powerful strike
arrowing into the left corner.

France beat Croatia 4-2 in the
2018 World Cup final but the Croats
were better on the night against a
French side lacking intensity in
midfield. Led by the craft of  36-
year-old Modric, Croatia’s midfield
expertly cut the supply line to star
forwards Benzema and Mbappe.

Benzema went close midway
through the second half  as France
found more space and Griezmann
received a loud ovation when he
came on for the last 10 minutes.
Benzema had an injury-time header
well saved by goalkeeper Ivica
Ivusic as French hopes evaporated. 

A youth ran onto the field at the
final whistle and sprinted to
Benzema, forcing security to in-
tervene, but Benzema hugged the
boy, removed his jersey and handed
it to him.

OTHER GAMES
In League B, Group 2 leader

Israel twice came from behind to
draw in Iceland 2-2. In League C,
Kazakhstan took control of  Group
3 after beating Slovakia 2-1 at home
to move onto 10 points, four ahead
of  the Slovaks in second spot.
Azerbaijan beat Belarus 2-0 at home
in the other game.

France go down to Croatia

LEADING FROM FRONT: Luka Modric is delighted after scoring Croatia’s 
winner against France, Monday

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Multan, June 14: Batting captains
donning the role of  bowlers is
rare in international cricket but
there have been occasions when
they have taken the matters into
their hands and made an impact.

West Indies skipper Nicholas
Pooran got added to the list re-
cently when he returned amaz-
ing figures of  4/48 in 10 overs to
emerge the most successful bowler
for his side in the third and final
ODI against Pakistan at Multan.

Till that game June 12, he had
bowled just three deliveries in ODIs.
The ICC Tuesday highlighted five in-
stances when batting captains took
bowling matters into their hands.

Sourav Ganguly (IND): 5/34
(10) v Zimbabwe, Kanpur, 2000

While the former Indian skip-
per may have taken 100 ODI wick-

ets, Ganguly only bowled 760 overs
across 311 ODI with his more than
useful medium pace. At 91/2,
Zimbabwe had set themselves a de-
cent platform in Kanpur, with
Andy Flower and Stuart Carlisle
setting a platform for the tourists.

Bowling his full allotment for
first time in 25 ODIs, and the only
Indian bowler to do so on this
particular day, Ganguly put the
side on his back, dismissing the
set pair either side of  Grant Flower
on a slow and low track. From
their strong start, Zimbabwe crum-
bled to 141/6 after Ganguly claimed
his fourth scalp, opposite num-
ber Heath Streak for just three.

Ganguly picked up his fifth
when Travis Friend was adjudged
lbw for six. India went on to win
by nine wickets, with Ganguly’s
unbeaten 71 (68) confirming Player
of  the Match honours.

Graham Gooch (ENG): 3/19

(10) v Pakistan, Cuttack, 1989
It wasn’t often England’s Gooch

bowled his full quota, though a
10-over stint in the 1989 MRF World
Series earned him Player of  the
Match honours in a win over
Pakistan in Cuttack. The victims
were no tail-enders either, with his
seamers too good for Javed
Miandad (14), Saleem Yousuf  (6)
and Wasim Akram first ball,
trapped lbw. 

Mike Gatting (ENG): 3/59 (9)
v Australia, Melbourne, 1987

Gatting took three of  his 10
ODI wickets in one outing, fin-
ishing with 3/59 (9) in a luckless
day for England at the MCG in
1987. As the five previous bowlers
toiled to claim just two wickets be-
tween them, a fed up Gatting de-
cided to hand his own cap to the
umpire, catching Greg Ritchie

short of  his ground with a Bruce
French stumping, and dismiss-
ing Dirk Wellham soon after.
Gatting then went on to deny Dean
Jones a century.

Nawroz Mangal (AFG): 3/35 (6)
v The Netherlands, Amstelveen,
2009

The Afghan’s spell of  3/35 from
six overs in the sixth-bowler spot
arguably turned the match and
t h e  t wo - m a t c h  s e r i e s  i n
Amstelveen, with the Blue Tigers
hitting back after the first match
defeat. The Dutch recovered from
31/3, though Mangal’s off-spin
broke a 113-run partnership be-
tween Eric Szwarczynski and
Ryan ten Doeschate, and the
wicket of  Bas Zuiderent two balls
later swung momentum in his
team’s direction. Mangal’s third
wicket, this time of  Daan van

Bunge, stifled a late charge.
Nicholas Pooran (WI): 4/48

(10) v Pakistan, Multan, 2022
Pooran lived up to his instinc-

tive style of  captaincy in the third
Super  Lea gue  ODI  a g ainst
Pakistan. With both Hosein and
Walsh Jr turning the ball into
the left-handed opening pair,
Pooran brought himself  on for
the 13th over, replacing Romario
Shepherd. Pooran struggled to
find his length early. In his third
over, Pooran struck. Sneaking
under Fakhar’s bat on the sweep,
the skipper’s delivery dipped and
crashed into the off-stump. Pooran
doubled his tally with the wicket
of  Imam. He then got rid of
Mohammad Haris before com-
pleting his four-wicket set in his
seventh over firing a quicker one
from around the  wicket  to
Mohammad Rizwan (11).

When batting captains decide to take their bowling seriously
WEST INDIES’ POORAN JOINS AN ELITE LIST OF CRICKETERS TO ACHIEVE SOMETHING SPECIAL AS SKIPPERS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 14: The BCCI
Tuesday reaffirmed its status as a
cricketing behemoth by securing
one of  the biggest broadcast deals
in the history of  the sport, fetching
an eye-popping 48,390 crore (USD
6.20 billion) through IPL media
rights for a five-year period, start-
ing 2023.

While Disney Star retained their
Indian sub-continent TV rights by
paying Rs 23,575 crore (Rs 57.5
crore/game), the most sought-after
India digital rights deal was ac-
quired for Rs 20,500 crore by the
Reliance backed Viacom18, which
also won the non-exclusive Package
C by paying Rs 2991 crore more.

The deal for package A and B is
for 410 matches across five years
with 74 matches each in 2023 and
2024 and 84 each in 2025 and 2026.
The 2027 edition will have 94 games.
The Package ‘D’ for overseas rights
for various regions was bagged by
Viacom and Times Internet.

Viacom18 entered the fray
through a consortium which has
former Star India head Uday
Shankar (Bodhi Tree) and James
Murdoch (Lupa Systems) in it. 

“I am thrilled to announce that
STAR INDIA wins India TV rights
with their bid of  Rs 23,575 crores.
The bid is a direct testimony to

the BCCI’s organisational capa-
bilities despite two pandemic
years,” BCCI secretary Jay Shah
tweeted.

“Viacom18 bags digital rights
with its winning bid of  Rs 23,758 cr.
India has seen a digital revolution
& the sector has endless potential.
The digital landscape has changed
the way cricket is watched. It has
been a big factor in the growth of
the game & the Digital India vi-
sion” the BCCI secretary added.

“Since its inception, the IPL has
been synonymous with growth &
today is a red-letter day for India
Cricket, with Brand IPL touching
a new high with e-auction result-
ing in INR 48,390 cr value. IPL is now
the 2nd most valued sporting league
in the world in terms of  per match
value.” 

The IPL, in terms of  sheer val-
uation, will now be bracketed in the
top-most sporting properties along-
side National Football League
(USA), National Basketball
Association (USA) and English
Premier League (England), the
most watched sporting event in
the world.

The value of  per IPL match made
more than a 100 per cent jump from
previous Rs 54.5 crore to above Rs
114 crore (approx). Globally, the
per-match value (USD 14.61 mil-
lion) in IPL is second only to NFL

where every match is worth USD
17 million. 

The new deal also ends the mo-
nopoly of  a single broadcaster.
Sony had acquired the rights by pay-
ing Rs 8200 crore for the first 10
years (2008-17) while Star with a bid
price of  16347.50 won it for the next
five years.

There was a also a Package C,
where digital rights of  18 non-ex-
clusive marquee games per sea-
son were up for grabs and Viacom18
won it with a winning bid of  Rs
2991.6 crore at the rate of  Rs 33.24
crore per match. There are 90
matches in this package. 

Package D with a base price of
Rs 3 crore per game with overseas
TV and Digital Rights on offer was
sold for more than 1300 crore to
Viacom18 and Times Internet. 

Having lost the digital rights to
Viacom18, Walt Disney’s Head of
Inter national  Content  and
Operations, Rebecca Campbell in
a statement hinted that Star will be
vying for other multi-platform
cricket rights.

“We will be exploring other multi-
platform cricket rights, including
future rights for International
Cricket Council (ICC) and Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI),
which we currently hold through
the 2023 and 2024 seasons, respec-
tively,” Campbell said.

Sindhu, Praneeth bow
out of Indonesia Open
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jakarta, June 14: Two-time
Olympic medallist PV Sindhu made
a shock first round exit from the
Indonesia Open Super 1000 event
after suffering a straight-game de-
feat against China’s He Bing Jiao,
here Tuesday.

Seventh seed Sindhu lost 14-21,
18-21 to Bing Jiao in the women’s
singles. By virtue of  this win, World
No.9 Bing Jiao, whom Sindhu had
defeated at the Badminton Asia
Championship, lead the Indian 10-
8 on head-to-head record.

Also bowing out was B Sai
Praneeth, who lost 16-21, 19-21 to
Hans-Kristian Solberg Vittinghus
of  Denmark in the men’s singles. 

The mixed doubles pair of  Ishaan
Bhatnagar and Tanisha Crasto
faced similar fate, crashing out in
the opening round after losing 14-
21 11-21 to Hong Kong combina-
tion of  Chang Tak Ching and NG
Wing Yung Hong in just 32 minutes. 

IPL media rights deal fetches
`48,390 crore revenue for BCCI
VIACOM18 ENDS DISNEY STAR’S MONOPOLY IN CASH-RICH CRICKET LEAGUE

OPENERS, BOWLERS LIFT INDIA

SPLENDID SPELLS: Harshal Patel and Yuzvendra Chahal (inset) react after 
getting a wicket each against South Africa, Tuesday

IMPRESSIVE STAND: Ruturaj Gaikwad and Ishan Kishan during their partnership 

INDIA ROUT HONG KONG 4-0 TO TOP GROUP CAPPING OFF THEIR 
HISTORIC QUALIFICATION CAMPAIGN IN STYLE
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