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Govt of China, Chinese Embassy were donors to RGF
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, June 25: A startling rev-
elation has come to light that the
Government of the People’s Republic
of China and the Chinese Embassy in
India have been funding the Rajiv
Gandhi Foundation (RGF) led by
Congress President Sonia Gandhi.
Sonia Gandhi is the chairperson of
RGF, and its board includes former
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh,
former Congress president Rahul
Gandhi, former Finance Minister P
Chidambaram and Congress general
secretary Privanka Gandhi, among

accessed by this news agency, in 2005-
06, the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation re-
ceived a donation from the govern-
ment of People’s Republic of China and
the Chinese Embassy as two separate
donors. These were listed as donors in
the report in the list of general donors.

When contacted, former Finance
Minister and RGF Board member P
Chidambaram said, “You should put
this question to the Chief Executive,”

According to some estimates, the do-
nation was to the tune of $2 million be-
tween 2004 and 2006 and $9 million
between 2006 and 2013.

Now, leap forward to 2009. The Rajiv

Y=

\-“ e |
RAJIIV GANDHI

FOUNDATION

tank and carries extensive and relevant
research on contemporary issues.
As per the RGF annual report, in
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‘India-China: Free Trade Agreement
(FTA), in association with
Purnachandra Rao.

The main objective of the study
was to gain a better understanding of
an FTA between India and China,
analyse various trade issues and iden-
tify who would stand to gain and lose
from such an agreement. The report
concluded that China would be the
greater beneficiary in all trade di-
mensions because of the efficiency
of its economy.

“There is a principal need for India
to improve its commodity structure to
balance its performance of competi-

The authors suggested that India
needed, at the minimum, to diversify
its products. The study concluded that
“there are always losers and gainers
in the regional and free trade agree-
ments. India and China can balance the
gains and losses through an FTA”,

“Therefore both governments should
decide to enter into FTA negotiations.
The proposed FTA between India and
China will be feasible, desirable and
mutually beneficial. An FTA between
India and China should also be com-
prehensive, with a free flow of goods,
services, investments and capital,”
said the study advocating an FTA be-
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CBSE, ICSE Class X,
XIl exams cancelled

INCREASES 10 5,962

BHUBANESWAR: With 210 new
coronavirus cases in Odisha, the
COVID-19 tally in the state rose to
5.962 Thursday, an official from

Association, sald the decision cover-
ing 75,000 hotel rooms in the Indian cap-
ital was to “support our government
in this war-like situation with China.”

“Why should we allow them to earn
money from India? Khandelwal told this

foreign visitor munbers dwindle. Some
hotels remain shuttered despite alock-
down being gradually eased.

The move, however, demonstrates
growing anti-China sentiment in India,

items, have agreed to display the coun-
try of origin of goods for sale on their
platforms, media reports said Thursday

Earlier this week Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's government ordered

“The company officials told us to do
this to protect us from protesters or
politicians who could damage the
property asanti-China sentiments are
on the rise,” said Jignesh, the owner

not be available to the ICSE
Board students - neither
Class XII, nor Class X.

A bench headed by Justice
AM Khanwilkar took note
of submissions of Solicitor

others. Gandhi Institute for Contemporary  April 2009, RGICS Fellow Mohammad  tiveness and complementarities,” the  tween India and China, which will be POST NEWS NETWORK to students of Class XII only
According to an RGFannualreport  Studies (RGICS)functions asa think-  Saqib carried out a feasibility study, study said. beneficial to both the countries, ~ for re-examination or as-
New Delhi, June 25: The sessment based on past per-
remaining CBSE and ICSE  formance.

IRREGULAR h')." MANJU ] fiif Board examinations for The CBSE said the re-
e Class X and XII, scheduled exam would be conducted
S'I'nn'mp tobe held in July have been  when the situation becomes
TOR cancelled due to the COVID-  conducive and the option
l"c"“ |1 19 pandemic, the Supreme  to take up the re-exam would
Court was informed not be available to Class X

Thursday: examinees.
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE The examinees of Class The results may be de-
H . HH s XII students of clared in mid-
New Delhi, June 25: Calls for a boy- - 'j; o e 55 == PR Chlna (ﬂnﬂgnme“ts p"mg uﬂ at Indlan Fﬂrts CBSE Boardwill _Aschemehas a0 the CBSE
cott ﬁf.ChinESE gcrm:lslin India are . E : -I;- I.-:: :: r—i" | v |- NEW DELHLI: Apple, Cisco and Dell products are among the goods from US hD‘.ﬁ:’E‘L’Er hH‘i{E the hEEII fnnn!llated said on being
gathering pace following a border BRI . (< B [ TR =t Bl companies being caught up in India’s border tensions with China, as Indian option of either togive options1o asked by the
clash that killed 20 Indian soldiers, - [RRREEE T i i e WS s ports hold up imports from China, two sources told Reuters. Though no gov- taking theexams Students of CBSE  court to clarify as
h as one of Delhi's main hotel associa- 8 711 Beiicho {- PRI rleletl - |- - S ernment notice has been issued, customs officers at major Indian port have later or to move ~ Class Xlifor  to when the aca-
== i e tionssaid Thursday thatitsmembers — FRECIEFes i (el i el I -1 held back containers coming from China, seeking additional clearances, gov- ahead withtheas- ~ re-examination  demic year will
)_ T I“Ilm‘ﬂ-‘ upon the face are barring Chinese guests. ‘ j . :; E:_: f :.- _ ,_'; E = ,_J:j R ernment and industry sources have said. The move comes amid heightened sessment based orassessment begin a‘f ter the
recognition technology and make it TheJune 15 battle was the first time e S Sl mees S S T tensions between India and China after border clashes last week that saw at on their per- basedonpast declarationof re-

face mask recognition technology trﬂpps have dlegl in combat H.lli}l'lg the 4 ' ' oF least 20 Indian soldiers killed. The_UE-Indlfl Strategic qutnershlp Furumr formance in the performance  sults. |

Asian giants’ Himalayan border in 45 i (USISPF), a lobby group representing US firms, told India’s commerce min- last three inter- The Indian
years, and has been followed by a : istry in a letter dated June 23, “Authorities have abruptly halted the clearance nalexams. There-examop-  Certificate of Secondary
buildup of forees even as talks continue. ' of industry consignments coming in from China (and perhaps other destina- tion will not beavailableto  Education (ICSE) however
STATE’ S COVID TAI.I.Y Sandeep Khandelwal, presidentof ~ SEEaAl AR I tions) at most major ports and airports.” “This will send a chilling signal to Class X students, The op-  told the bench, which also
the Delhi Hotel and Restaurant Owners - - _ ] fﬂrEIQI'I investors who look for [:I'I‘Edll:tablllt}f and transparency,” it said. tion of resexamination would cﬂmprlse{j Justices Dinesh

Maheshwarl and Sanjiv
Khanna, that it will not be
giving re-examination op-
tion to students of Class X
and XII and the results
would be declared on the

the Health Department said. He news agency The association, whichrep-  particularly on social media, whichhas  all sellers to do the same on its GeM  of one Xiaomi shop in Mumbai. General Tushar Mehta, ap-  basis of past performances.
said 174 of the 210 new cases were resents mostly three-and four-starho-  been swamped with calls to spurn  portal, which is used for tens of billions “But demand has not come down for pearing for the Centre and The top court asked the
de:;ected n n::uarantme centres tels, will alsoencourage memberstostop  Chinese products. of dollars worth of state purchases.  smartphones at all and people are still the CBSE, that ClassXand CBSE and the Centre to
and 36 were local contact cases. using Chinese products. There have also been small demon- China’s Xiaomi, India’s top cell- buying these gadgets,” he told AFF XII board examinations issue a fresh notification

There are 1,815 active cases in the
tate, while a total of 4,123
patients have recovered from the
disease, the official said. The death
toll due to COVID-19 stands at 17 in
the state, he said. The 210 new
coronavirus cases include six NDRF
personnel who returned from West
Bengal after cyclone Amphan
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Although almost 300,000 Chinese
visited India in 2018, the boycott is
largely symbolic as travel restrictions
because of the coronavirus have seen

strations with Chinese flags burned.

E-commerce giants including US
giant Amazon, which sell huge vol-
umes of Chinese-made electronic

phone brand which has factories in the
country, is covering its logo on
shopfronts in major cities, with ban-
ners reading “Made in India.”

Goods made in China, including
some raw materials vital to Indian
pharmaceutical firms, are also starting
to pile up at Indian ports and airports.

scheduled from July 1-15
have been cancelled.
He said a scheme has been

formulated to give options

on class XII exams dealing
with issues including the
option of re-examination
and internal assessment.

Biramitrapur rape victim Indian Oil’s

critical, admitted to RGH

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sundargarh, June 25: A 13-vear old
girl who was impregnated by the IIC
and other officials In Biramitrapur
police station and later forced to
terminate her pregnancy was ad-
mitted to the Rourkela Government
Hospital (RGH) after her health
condition deteriorated Thursday.

The girl was taken for medical
examination Thursday as she was
bleeding profusely following the
abortion. The incident has sparked
sharp resentment in the area as
various outfits demanded arrest
of the six persons.

The district child protection of-
ficer (DCPO) Sribatsa Jena and
Childline filed FIRs against six
persons at Raiboga police station,
Wednesday following which police
registered cases against

Biramitrapur IIC Anand Chandra
Majhi, another police official, a
doctor of Biramitrapur health cen-
tre, the step-father of the girl and
his two friends.

The IIC has gone on leave after the
matter came to light. The survivor
will be provided with all security and
assistance, Sundargarh Collector
Nikhil Pawan Kalyan said.
Sundargarh SP Saumya Mishra
met the girl and took stock of the sit-
uation. A team led by DSP Jyotshna
Pradhan started a probe into the
matter on her direction.

The issue dates back to March 25
when the girl had come to witness
a fair at Biramitrapur which was can-
celled due to the lockdown. She
failed to return home and was roant-
ing near the bus-stand when a po-
lice patrolling team noticed her and
brought her to the police station.

PADC inaugurated

IOCL SETS UP PADC IN PARADIP TO PROMOTE POLYMER INDUSTRY

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 25; In a bid
to facilitate the growth of polymer
industry in Odisha and eastern
India, Indian Oil Corporation Ltd
has set up a Product Application and
Development Centre (PADC) in
Paradip.

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
and Union Petroleum and Steel min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan Thursday
jointly inaugurated the PADC, set up
at a cost of $43 crore on 5 acres of land
adjacent to IOCLs refinery and phar-
maceutical complex.

“This centre will not only perform
a pivotal role in developing new
materials and innovative applica-
tions but will also provide support
to investors in setting up manu-
facturing units in the plastic and
polymer sectors,” Patmaik said dur-
ing the inauguration programme
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Chief Minister Héween Patnaik and I.Tniun Petroleum and Steel mfﬁister
Dharmendra Pradhan jointly inaugurating the PADC through video-mode

held via video conference,

IOCL is the anchor for the plas-
tic and petrochemical-based in-
dustries in Odisha, and it should play
a proactive role in providing in-
frastructure, raw material and tech-
nology support to entrepreneurs
who wish to set up units in the re-
gion, he said. The company’s pro-
posed project in the Bhadrak Textiles
Park is also an important step to-
wards developing an ecosystem for
technical textiles in Odisha, the
Chief Minister said.

The implementation of Bhadrak

project of I0CL also needs to be
expedited, he said.

The PADC at Paradip can play the
role of a catalyst in developing
polymer-based industry in Odisha
and it should emerge as one of the
centres of excellence in the field of
polymer applications, Patnaik said.

[Union minister Dharmendra
Pradhan said that the PADC
would act as a supporting tech-
nical centre for polvester yarns
and fabrics for the upcoming tex-
tile dovmstream units in Bhadrak
and Dhamra.

Impending COVID-19 outbreak in Odisha jails

AT A TIME WHEN THE NOVEL CORONAVIRUS IS SPREADING LIKE WILDFIRE, THE PRISONS ACROSS ODISHA SEEM TO BE SITTING ON A TICKING BOMB

GYAN RANJAN MOHAPATRA, OP

Bhubaneswar, June 25: Atatime
when the novel coronavirus is
gpreading like wildfire, the pris-
ons across Odisha seem to be sitting
on a ticking bomb, thanks to lack-
adaisical approach of the Prisons
department.

Recent reports revealed the spread
of COVID-19among the jail inmates
aswell as the staffers of some of the
prominent prisons in the country,
A 62-year-old prisoner lodged in
Mandoli Jail in New Delhi has re-
cently died succumbed to infection.

Recently, a superintendent of
Tihar jail in New Delhi also tested
positive for COVID-19,

However, the Odisha Prisons de-

partment has been showing least or
even zero interest in conducting
COVID-19 tests of the convicts
and undertrials lodged in
the jails and the staffers
thereof. Lack of test-
ing has put the lives
of the prisoners at
stake keeping in
view the fact that al-
most 85 per cent of
the patients tested
positive for coronavirus
in India are asymptomatic.
A peep into the situation in
two major jails of the state -
Jharpada Special Jail in
Bhubaneswar and Choudwar Circle
Jail in Cuttack - has exposed many
loopholes regarding COVID-19 man-

Tz >

agement by Prisons department
that makes the prison staff and in-
mates most vulnerable to
coronavirus infection.
The Jharpada Special
Jail has 650 prisoners,
including 575 under-
trials and 75 convicts,
as against the sanc-
tioned strength of
749, while 890 inmates
have been kept in

Choudwar Circle Jail

against the sanctioned
strength of 961.

More than 70 convicts from
Jharpada Special Jail and around
100 convicts from the Choudwar
jail have been shifted to other pris-
ons since March 25 following the di-

.
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rections by the Supreme Court for
the decongestion of prisons across
the country to stem the spread of
coronavirus in jails.

As many as 7,255 convicts from
over-crowded prisons have been
shifted to prisons having fewer in-
mates between March 27 and May 12,

Meanwhile, the special jail at
Jharpada admits six new entrants
while around seven inmates are
getting released every day, Similarly;
Choudwar has been witnessing the
atlmission and the release of around
15 and five prisoners respectively
every day As per the directions of
the Prisons department, police of:
ficials ensure the undertrials get
tested for COVID-19 at the nearby
government hospital before shifting

them to jails.

Recently, one undertrial in Puri,
five in Rourkela and four under-
trials in Berhampur jail have been
found positive for the virus.

Speaking to Orissa POST, Prisons
DG, Santosh Upadhyay, said “The
prison officials are keeping the new
entrants in isolation inside the
prison premises for 15 days, before
formally giving them entry to the
prisons. The test reports normally
come within three days.”

However, all the efforts of the
Prisons department may prove to
be a damp squib due to the non-
testing of staff and other inmates.

“The big concern here is that the
jail staffers who come in contact
with inmates inside the prisons

also mingle with persons outside the
prisons too,” said a rights activist
in city.

Quite amusingly, the jail ad-
ministration in Odisha is combat-
ing coronavirus only with weapons
like masks and sanitisers. The threat
of spread of the virus is large as
many of these asymptomatic staffers
might be infected with coronavirus.

The prisons in the state includ-
ing Jharpada and Choudwar have
only thermal screening facilities
that have proved to be ineffective in
detecting the infection, as screen-
ing is confined to only symptomatic
patients.

What is worse, the Jharpada jail
has no regular doctor to check the
inmates for any signs of infection.

State to invest 19K cr
for disaster resilient
power infra soon

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 25: The
(Odisha government has prepared
a plan to invest 719,000 crore to
create disaster-resilient power in-
frastructure in nine coastal and ad-
joining districts of the cyclone-
prone state in a phased manner;

A detailed discussion on this
subject was held under the chair-
manship of Chief Secretary Asit
Tripathy at Lok Seva Bhawan
here, Thursday.

The meeting decided to take up
four districts - Kendrapara,
Bhadrak, Balasore and
Jagatsinghpur - in the first phase
of the project. An estimated 211,000
crore will be invested in these dis-
tricts, which were affected by cy-
clone Amphan recently, official
sources said. Disaster-resilient
power infrastructure will be de-
veloped in five other districts -
Puri, Cuttack, Khurda, Ganjam
and Gajapati - in the second phase.

The draft plan was put up for dis-
cussion in the meeting Thursday.
Special Relief Commissioner (SRC)
Pradeep Kumar Jena suggested
overhead cabling and installation
of utility poles which can resist
wind speed up to 300 km per hour.

Jena said the highest recorded
wind speed during cyclones in
South Asia region is around 315 km
per hour. It was decided that un-
derground cabling would be done
in town areas and cyclone resilient
overhead cabling would be done in
rural areas.

Besides, all 220, KV 132 KV 33 KV
and 11 KV lines would be con-

S

verted and made resilient. Gas in- =

sulated ‘H’ type structures would
be raised for 33 and 11 KV lines.

GRIDCO financial director
Gagan Swain appraised that the
incubation period for the project
would be three years after neces-
sary approval from Government
of India.
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You are enthusiastic
feel like combining business and leisure,
work and have fun at the same time.

FORTUNE FORECAST
‘ ‘. Rk
\ l:Guneshu Speaks co !E'Eﬂi’
B ARIES

about mixing with peo- ?

ple today, and you will

You will be encouraged to take part in

group activities as you have the ability to

Ganesha says that as a matter of fact you

may emerge wiser from others’ ideas.

----------------------------------------

B TAURUS

This day you will be prone
to be stubbom and
uncompromising in your .

business and professional dealings and
thereby inviting unnecessary problems.
Ganesha urges you to guard against this
tendency and conduct yourself cordially
and amiably with your colleagues and
clients, The day will turn out well for exec-
utives and administrators.

B GEMINI

Routine work bores you,
and today you will go all
out to break free from the
shackles of boredom. The results, howey-
er, may not be as dramatic. You will have
to depend on your children, if any, to res-
cue you from the tyranny of routine,

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

B CANCER

You wish to display your
social prestige and mon-
etary clout in front of
your relatives, But you
have to pay a heavy price for that. Your
past experience will teach you some-
thing, which will stand in good stead for
future dealings.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

HLEO

No matter how far you
)— go, there is always a
horizon that you desire
to reach. And what
holds true for all outer projections of life
most certainly holds true for one's inner
celf as well, reminds Ganesha.

Financial doldrums are t‘

s 1
what you desire,
expect shelling out a hefty price. You
important business deals will end the
day on a high note.
or pleasure purposes. It
may be a busy day for you work wise and

headed your way

might just net those short-term goals in
;’_. LIBRA r 1

Ganesha says today you

may be able to under- ‘L ‘ k

you may not be able to completely focus

today. In order to seek

the evening. Ganesha foretells large and
take travel for business

on your family or family issues.

HSCORPIO

Try to take a chill pill as

you may be worried about

petty issues today. Do not

let them hinder your hap-

piness and take a toll on your health.
However, the day looks promising towards
the end. Friends are just a phone call away,
call them and set out for a destination
unknown to destress and rejuvenate.

B SAGITTARIUS

Keeping all the work
aside, you may be paint-
ing the town red today.
Falling in love is exciting,
isn't it? However, for all those who are
already in a relationship, Ganesha shows
a red signal. Avoid arguments with your
loved one, He suggests.

---------------------------------------

Hl CAPRICORN

Though you leave no

stone unturned to identi-

fy the opportunities T
COMINg your way, you

need to keep your guards on whenever
you are a part of a legal matter.
Financially, you're likely to bear some
heavy losses, and if you're a dealer or a
broker, the chances of suffering from
them are even higher.

B AQUARIUS @

The game is set; you are
put up against those who
are holding a grudge
against you and are wait-
ing for an opportunity to pull you down.
But, you are confident, skilful, and know
your strengths very weil. No matter how
hard the opponents try, they will be no
match to you, predicts Ganesha.

B PISCES

You will find yourself ina ‘
philosophical state of

mind today. You will be
able to see things for what they really
are, rather than what they appear to be.

You are unlikely to try and swim against
9— the flow today, given your mental state.
You will take things are they come to you,
one at a time.

BELL WON'T VOICE MOLLY

Actress Kristen Bell will no longer
voice the mixed-race central
character of Molly Tillerman in
the animated series Central Park.
Bell took to social media to open
up about her decision, reports
variety.com.

Madldly feels he is too
old for RHTDM sequel

Mumbai: Actor R Madhavan has finally reacted to rumours
of a possible sequel to his 2001 release, Rehnaa Hai Terre
Dil Mein. The filin had marked the debut of the actor and
actress Dia Mirza in Hindi films, and it also starred Saif Ali
Khan.

“# RHTDM ..Guysss ...been reading rumors about the se-
quel .. and hoping it's true-cause I have no idea about this.. just
praying that someone somewhere has an age appropriate
script for Dia and I-varna ab madhav shastri banna toh hathi
ko chaddi pehnane ke barabar hai (playing the role of Madhav
Shastri at this age will be like making and elephant wear an
underwear),” tweeted Madhavan, who turned 50 June 1.

However, many fans don't seem to mind the idea of an
aging Madhav Shastri. They feel only Madhavan and Dia
can bring alive the screen chemistry. ANS

munity has

always been close-

knit and we need all the

support we can get,”

Aahana said. “I am more than

happy to do my bit for the peo-

ple who have made me everything

[ am today,” she added. The actress
has joined Zee Theatre’s mass fundrais-

Divya trolled for

slamming SOl’lu backs theatre

Mumbai: T-Series chairmanand #DivyaKhoslaKumar 't ing campaign to aid the survival of

MD Bhushan Kumar's wife Divya  kept trending. co m m u nl y theatre.

Khosla Kumar is facing flak from ne- ot | thought Talking about the campaign, Rakesh

tizens after she posted avideoslam- @sonamakapoor & Bedi, a stalwart in the world of acting,

ming Sonu Nigam. #sonakshisinhawere | Mumbai: With the world of stageshut  said: “Through the 40 years of my career,
Divya had shared a video on  worstactresseverbut & amid the coronavirus pandemic, ac- [ have seen theatre grow and

Instagram where shereplied tothe this woman | tress Aahana Kumra says it is : flourish in the face of a

allegations levelled by Sonu Nigam
against her husband Bhushan

#DivyaKhoslaKumar © important to come together
not only takes the % and support the theatre
Kumar. She claimed in the video cherry but she takes community and pitch in
how T-Series gives a break to so  away entire cake,” for its survival.

many newcomer artistes whileSonu  tweeted a user: “My heart goes out %
Nigam never does that. She also ac- IANS to each person in the

number of challenges. But
my faith remains that the
industry will figure its

way out of this setback
as well. I am more
than happy to do

cused Sonu of not standing by T theatre industry who my part and aid
Series after Gulshan Kumar's as- is going through the initiative.”
sassination, when Bhushan Kumar these tough IANS

was just 18 years old. Divya had also times. Qur

alleged that Sonu Nigam had alink
with Abu Salem, which is why
Bhushan approached him for help.
However, netizens do not seem
to be very convinced with Divya's
assertion, Rather, they continue ex-
tending support to the singer.
Memes and trolls tar-
geting Divya Khosla
Kumar flooded Twitter
throughout
Thursday ]
as the
hashtag

com-

FUN
PUST

CROSSWORD

QUAID’S SECRET WEDDING

Actor Dennis Quaid and Laura Savoie
have exchanged wedding vows in an
intimate beachside wedding ceremony
at a resort in Santa Barbara. The
couple, who got engaged last October,
got married June 2.”It was beautiful,”
Quaid told people.com.
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‘Pulling chariot was
surreal experience’

YOUNGSTERS SHOULD NOT ONLY BE
TOLERANT BUT ALSO RESPECT THE SPIRITUAL
BELIEFS OF OTHERS, SAYS SRIMANDIR
SERVITOR ANIL GOCHHIKAR WHO HAPPENS TO
BE A BODYBUILDER AT INTERNATIONAL LEVEL

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar/Puri: His dhoti-clad
chiseled body on Lord Jagannath's
chariot had gone viral on social
media last year. Anil Gochhikar
needs no introduction to the read-
ers, netizens in particular Even
as he is a bodybuilder of interna-
tional fame, this particular image
added quite a few exciting adjectives
to his name such as ‘Baahubali of
Odisha’ or “The bodyguard of Lord
Jagannath’.

Anil, who has defied the myth -
vegetarians can't be bodybuilders
~ 15 in the limelight vet again. This
time, his image of pulling a char-
iot during Rath Yatra has gone
viral on social media.

“I had no intention to become an
Internet sensation, it has happened
like many other things in life,” ex-
plained the winner of Mr Eastern
India-2020 who also serves as a
servitor in Puri Srimandir,

Sharing this yvear’s Rath Yatra ex-
perience with Orissa POST, Anil,
who has bagged Mr Odisha title
on several occasions, said, “The
experience was quite different from
the previous years. In compliance
with the Supreme Court order, the
administration tasked the servi-
tors to pull the chariots in the ab-
sence of devotees. I was excited to
get such a lifetime opportunity. I
pulled a chariot on Bada Danda
for the first time in my life and it
was surreal experience. [ am quite
happy that no one interfered in
temple traditions.”

He went on to add that God de-
cides the fate of every individual
and what has happened was His
wish.

Anil's family has been involved
with various rituals of Srimandir.
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His elder brother Damodar
Gochikar, was also into body-
building and even won a gold medal
in a eastern zonal competition.
However, he quit the sport to look
after family business. Besides, he
had to get involved in temple ac-
tivities also.

Anil had no dream to become a
professional bodybuilder as such.
He just moved with the flow. Anil
took up bodybuilding very late at
the age of 30 in 2009. Then the dis-
trictlacked proper infrastructure
togroom a professional bodybuilder:

“Tused to practice inalocal gym
with my friends. But the equip-
ments were not up to mark there.
The gym was not only charging ex-
orbitant fees, the food supplements
were also very pricy” said Anil.

Sensing his passion for body-
building, hisbrother setupagym
in 2010 to encourage Anil. Then,
there was no looking back for him.

He has also represented India
in the 51st Asian Bodybuilding and
Physique Sports Championships.

Asked about his advice to the
young bodybuilders, Anil said, the
yvoungsters should not only be tol-
erant but also respect the spiritual
beliefs of others. The youth should
also be patient to achieve their
goals, he added.

SUDOKU

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, each row,
column and box must contain the numbers
0to 9 and the letters A to E.
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Nutri gardens at
Anganwadi centres

Bhubaneswar: The Women and
Child Development (W&CD)
department has decided to set up
‘nutri gardens’ at Anganwadi
centres to provide healthy and
nutritious food to pregnant women
and children. The Anganwadi
centres have remained closed for
safety reasons due to spread of the
coronavirus. For the pregnant
women and children between six
months to six years foods like dry
ration, eggs and others are being
sent to their homes. The ‘nutri
gardens’ will be set up in the
Anganwadi centres which have
own buildings. The fund will be
provided by district Horticulture
department under MGNREGA
scheme. The process will start
during this monsoon, said sources.

Safety of shelter
homes stressed

Bhubaneswar: The Women and
Child Development (W&CD) and
Mission Shakti department
Thursday conducted an online
meeting with the women shelter
homes (Swadhar Greh and Ujjwala
homes) across the state along
with all the DSWOs to deliberate
on the steps taken to fight Covid-
19. W&CD & MS department
principal secretary Anu Garg
discussed with the
secretaries/presidents of the
shelter homes on Covid-19
management and the safety and
security of the inmates. The
department is taking daily updates
on shelter home inmates and their
children from the districts. Since
the outbreak of the pandemic, the
department has been issuing
guidelines regarding precautions
to be taken against the virus and
monitoring the activities.

PRICE HIKE UNDER

Thursday

WATCH: MINISTER

TRUCKERS’ ASSOCIATION THREATENS TO STOP TRANSPORTATION OF GOODS

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 25: With
persistent hike in diesel prices
for over 19 days, the retail price of
essential goods is very likely to
go northward in Odisha, a con-
suming state,

All Odisha Traders’ Association
Secretary Sudhakar Panda said
the rising trend of fuel prices is
not a healthy sign as it will directly
affect the prices of essential com-
modities.

“The fuel price hike has already
impacted the prices of essential

All Odisha Truck Owners
Association secretary Rabi Satpathy
said, “40 per cent of the trucks are
off the road due to lockdown and
this fuel price hike added to our
woes.”

If fuel price hike is not rolled
back, the association will stop trans-

CITY BEAUTIFUL

Civic employees cut
grass from the road
verge at Lower PMG
in Bhubaneswar,

POCKET PINCH

EGETABLE PRICES HAVE ALREADY

INCREASED AS MANY ITEMS
INCLUDING POTATO, ONION AND TOMATO
ARE BEING IMPORTED FROM OTHER
STATES

OTATO IS BEING S0LD AT A PRICE OF

RS 28-30 PER KG WHILE THE PRICE OF
ONION IS RS 138-20 PER KG AND TOMATO
AT R545TO 50 PER KG

F FUEL PRICE CONTINUES TO RISE, IT

WILL ALSO ESCALATE THE PRICES OF
ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES LIKE DAL,
EDIELE OIL, WHEAT, SUGAR ETC IN
COMING DAYS

Vegetable prices have already
increased as many items includ-
ing potato, onion and tomato are
being imported from other states.
Potato is being sold at a price of
Rs 28-30 per kg while the price of
onion is Rs 18-20 per kg and tomato
at Rs 45 to 50 per kg.

If fuel price continues to rise, it
will also escalate the prices of es-
sential commodities like dal, edible
oil, wheat, sugar etc in coming
days, said local traders.

commaodities as transport cost is
rising. If petrol and diesel prices
continue to rise, the overall situa-
tion is likely to worsen further,”
said Panda.

Admitting that there would be im-
pact of fuel price hike on essential
commodities, Food and Consumer
Welfare Minister Ranendra
Pratap Swain said his department
is closely monitoring the situation
and there is no shortage of com-
modities in the state.

portation of goods, he warned.

Meanwhile, calculations demon-
strate that the Union government
is collecting total tax of Rs 32.98
onevery litre of petrol and Rs 31.83
on per litre of diesel. On top of it,
the QOdisha government charges 32
per cent VAT on petrol and 28 per
cent on diesel. According to offi-
cial sources, the state government
is getting taxes of around Rs 17
per litre on petrol and Rs 15 per
litre on diesel.

State reports 80% recovery against TB

ODISHA IS HOME TO 53,612 TUBERCULOSIS CASES OF WHICH 2,480 ARE CHILDREN

¥ PORT

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 25: The
National Tuberculosis (TB) Report
released by the Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare recently
said that Odisha has 80 per cent re-
covery rate against the disease. The
death rate in Odisha due to TB is
nearly 5 per cent, said the report.

According to the national report,
a total 48,237 notified TB patients in
the state are aware of their HIV
status. The report claimed that
Odisha is home to 53,612 TB cases
of which 2,480 are paediatric cases,
The report also claimed that most
of the TB patients notified in the
state were males.

According to doctors, people liv-
ing with HIV are more vulnerable
to develop tuberculosis or show its
symptoms.

The report claimed that out of
total cases, 35,757 are male and
17,792 female. Further, altogether 63
transgenders from the state are liv-

ing with tuberculosis.

The Union government, in its
report, said that out of the total
cases in Odisha, 48,178 are new
cases while 4,683 are previous cases
under treatment. The National TB
Report claimed that a total of 38,138
patients have pulmonary (infec-
tion affecting Iungs) TB while oth-
ers have infection spreading to
other areas.

The Union Health Ministry

ATIONAL TB RE

o ARE NEW CASES WHILE 4,683 ARE
- PREVIOUS CASES UNDER TREATMENT

y

claimed that out of the total 53,612
TB cases in the state, 22,383 (42 per
cent) are from tribal community. It
also said that 98 per cent of the no-
tified TB patients have been put
under treatment.

The data claimed that one per
cent of the TB patients in the state
were infected with HIV and 93 per
cent of them have been put under
the Anti-Retroviral Therapy (ART).

Union Minister for Health and

Parents, schools welcome
cancellation of CBSE exams

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 25: Parents
and several school authorities wel-
comed the Central Board of
Secondary Education’s (CBSE) de-
cision to cancel the Class X and
Class XII examinations, scheduled
to resume July 1.

Parents and teachers said that the
CBSE's decision will reduce stress
among the students. Odisha
Abhibhabak Mahasangha (QOAM),
an association of parents, wel-
comed the cancellation of Class X
and Class XII examinations of the
CBSE and ICSE boards.

“The cancellation of examina-
tions has vindicated our earlier
stand: No Vaccine-No School. In
this process, we can check the
spread of novel coronavirus. Now,
collection of fees by schools should
be stopped till the final decision of
Ministry of Human Resource
Development (MoHRD) on the
issue,” said Rashmi Ranjan
Kanungo of OAM.

The CBSE's decision to cancel the
examinations has brought some
respite to the children who have
been under severe mental stress
for the last two months, said Bijaya
Kumar Sahoo, advisor to Odisha

Parents and
teachers said
the CBSE’s
decision will
reduce stress
on the
students

Adarsha Vidyalaya Sangathan and
founder of SAI International
Education Group.

Sahoo further said that the CBSE
has informed the Supreme Court
Thursday that Class X and Class X1I
examinations stand cancelled.
However, the silver lining is that
(Class XII children will have an op-
tion to go for examinations in August
or skip them as per their own de-
cision. If the students do not appear
for the examinations, then their
results will be based on the marks
secured in previous papers.

However, the detailed modali-
ties in this regard would be sub-
mitted to the Supreme Court June
26, he added.

SAI International School prin-
cipal Nilakantha Panigrahi said
that the CBSE’s decision was

awaited by many students and par-
ents.

“We welcome this decision be-
cause many students were under
stress to appear the examinations
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. We
are ready to accept whatever deci-
sion the CBSE will take on the issue
in future,” he added.

Privanka Singhdeo, a parent,
said, “I always believe that certifi-
cate is not important in life, rather
knowledge is. Unfortunately, many
people in the society consider cer-
tificates as the only proof of some-
body’s knowledge. The cancella-
tion of examinations due to the
Covid-19 pandemic would not have
much impact on the students’ career.
Any educational institute can hold
a counselling session to judge the
knowledge of students.”

F THE 53,612 CASES IN ODISHA, 48,178

8,237 (80%) NOTIFIED TB PATIENTS IN THE
STATE KNOW THEIR HIV STATUS AND 1
PER CENT OF THE PATIENTS WERE INFECTED

WITH HIV

\ M OST OF THE TB PATIENTS NOTIFIED IN
THE STATE WERE MALES

Family Welfare Dr Harsh Vardhan
released the annual TB Report 2020,
in the presence of Shri Ashiwni
Kumar Choubey, MOS (HFW),
through a virtual event Tuesday.

They also released a Joint
Monitoring Mission (JMM) report,
a manual on Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) to TB patients under
NIKSHAY system, a Training
Module, and the quarterly newslet-
ter NIKSHAY Patrika.

Myths more dangerous than drugs

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 25: A number
of myths associated with drug abuse
often abets in the usage of these
products in the state, experts opined
on the eve of International Day
Against Drug Abuse.

According to psychiatrists and de-
addiction experts, several patients
live in the myth of benefits of some
drugs based on some scattered stud-
ies on the substance.

“There are a lot of youths who be-
lieve in the myths surrounding
cannabis. Many cite some studies
portraving the beneficial effects of
cannabis. But I tell my patients
that anything consumed in excess,
things that disrupt your normal
body functioning and those that
become an addiction are not good
for your body,” Drr Amrit Pattojoshi,
Consultant Neuro-Psychatrist from
Hi-Tech Medical College said.

He also added that several forms
of drug abuse are common in the
state including the illegal forms of
substance abuse. “In Odisha, the
most common forms of illegal sub-
stance abuse are nicotine, alcohaol,
cannabis in the form of charas,
ganja, brown sugar and heroine.
Consumption of coeaine and in-
halation of volatile compound are
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1) Workers carrying
Mahaprasad for devotees
from Srigundicha temple in

2) The Sharadhabali near

upcoming Bahuda Yatra

India officials on their way
to examine the status of =5
Srimandir’s

sanctum sanctorum

HOMAGE TO POET

People pay tributes to poet
Ananta Patnaik on his death
anniversary at Satichaura
cremation ground in
Cuttack, Thursday
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Criminal action against pvt hosp soon

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 25: Taking
cognisance of gross violation of pre-
scribed Covid-19 guidelines,
Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC), Thursday, de-
cided to take criminal action
against the Blue Wheel Hospital
where 27 corona positive cases
were found.

The hospital at Mancehswar here
was sealed by the civic authority;
Wednesday, after the hospital au-
thorities had allowed a Covid-19 pa-
tient to leave the hospital without
getting the test reports. The hospi-
tal also reportedly admitted the
positive patient instead of shifting

Several patients live in the myth
of benefits of some drugs
based on some scattered studies
on the substance

him to a dedicated Covid-19 facility
Consequently 11 persons were tested
positive in Mancheswar area and 16
employees of the hospital also tested
positive for the virus.

“We are initiating a criminal
case and an FIR will be registered
against the private hospital. All
such actions amount to negligence
and our contact tracing is on. We
are maintaining surveillance and
all the employees have been kept
under home quarantine,” said BMC
Commissioner Prem Chandra
Chaudhary.

Meanwhile, a massive inspec-
tion drive was launched by BMC to
check whether other hospitals in city
are following Covid-19 guidelines.

INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST DRUG ABUSE

Peer pressure, family background,
stress and other factors often trigger
the urge among them to indulge in drug
abuse, experts said

Addicts can overcome it by strong willpower and motivational therapies from
de-addiction specialists

also seen. These are the basic drug
abuse we see among the people of
the state,” he said.

Psychiatrists and psychologists
said that it is a wrong notion that
drugs are consumed only by people
with weak morals. When people
become adults, peer pressure, fam-
ily background, stress and other
factors often trigger the urge among
them to indulge in drug abuse, ex-
perts opined.

“Many people end up getting

addicted to alcohol or other sub-
stances to get rid of issues affect-
ing them. However, in the process,
they become addicted. First, they
consume it to be happy but later
they need it desperately to lead a
normal life. Quitting leads to minor
or complicated withdrawal symp-
toms,” Dr Pattojoshi said. Clinical
psychiatrist and de-addiction spe-
cialist Dr Suvendu Mishra said
that addicted people can overcome
it by strong willpower and moti-

Teams under three Zonal
District Commissioners (ZDCs)
conducted the drive at 10 promi-
nent hospitals of Kara Clinie,
Nilachal hospital, Mohan Diabetics
Centre, Kalinga Hospital, Care
Hospital, Apollo Hospital, Usthi
hospital, Health Village hospital,
Ruchika Nursing Home and
Vivekananda hospital.

The teams checked whether the
hospitals followed proper [EC, so-
cial distancing, information about
suspected cases, proper steps fol-
lowed before treatment, documen-
tation of cases, sanitisation, waste
disposal and other guidelines.
However, no hospital was given clo-
sure notice.

COMBATING
DRUG ABUSE

he Odisha government has

roped in spiritual organisations
like Bramhakumaris to boost the
will power of the addicts ions to
quit drug absuse. Several of the
addicts are now anti-drug addic-
tion volunteers in the state
through this scheme. On the other
hand, the state has ensured one
de-addiction centre in each district
to fight against the menace of
drug abuse through the conven-
tional method, Bhaskar Jyoti
Sarma, Secretary, Social Security
and Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (SSEPD) said.

vational therapies from de-addic-
tion specialists.

“When the substance users find
it tough to manage the habit, they
can seek the help of de-addiction spe-

cialists and psychiatrists. Trainer -

doctors can help them through an
array of therapies,” he said.
National Crime Record Bureau
under the Ministry of Home Affairs
has informed that 874, 750 and 778
people have died during 2014, 2015
and 2016 respectively in India due
to drug overdose in the country,
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Bhubaneswar, June 25: With 210
new coronavirus cases in Odisha,
the COVID-19 tally in state rose to
5,962 Thursday, an official from the
Health department said.

The official said 174 of the 210
new cases were detected in quar-
antine centres and 36 were local
contact cases.

There are 1,647 active cases in
the state, while a total of 4,291 pa-
tients have recovered from the dis-
ease, pointed out adding that the
death toll in state due to COVID-19
stands at 17.

“As many as 168 persons who
earlier tested positive for COVID-19
have recovered and are being dis-
charged,” the department said.

QOut of the 168 persons, 39 are
from Ganjam, 23 from Khurda, 23
from Gajapati, 19 from Puri, 13 from
Bargarh, eight from Sundargarh,
seven from Balasore, five each from
Bhadrak and Rayagada, four each
from Malkangiri, Kendrapara,
Keonjhar, Jagatsinghpur and

Samples tested: 2,39 |

Sonepur, three from Angul, two
from Dhenkanal and one from

Jharsuguda, the department tweeted,
The 210 new coronavirus cases in-

Srimandir staff, servitors’
swab samples collected

PNN, AGENCIES

Puri, June 25: About 3,300 servi-
tors involved in this year’s Rath
Yatra would be tested for Covid-19
within four days beginning
Thursday.

Shree Jagannath Temple
Administration (SJTA) sources
Thursday said three centres were
opened to collect swab samples of
the servitors.

The centres were opened at
Markendeswar Sahi Girls High
School, Utkal Hindi Vidyapith and
Bagadia Dharmashala. The swab
samples of altogether 688 servi-
tors and SJTA emplovees were col-
lected Thursday:

Apart from servitors, the test
would also be conducted on
Srimandir employees, OTDC staff
who were providing food to servi-
tors in isolation, contractual em-

State launches
portal to track
labour cases

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 25: As part
of the 5T initiative, Labour and ESI
department Thursday launched
Labour Case Management System
for online filing and tracking of
cases by workers in courts of
Labour officials.

Labour secretary Anu Gagr has
launched the web portal
http://lems.]abdirodisha.govin at
a special function.

Now, though the portal, em-
ployees and workers can file cases
under key labour acts such as
Minimum Wages Act, Emplovees
Compensation Act, and Payment
of Gratuity Act.

Aggrieved workers can also
track the progress of their cases
and even get SMS alerts at each
stage of the case. The officers too
will be able to monitor the cases
better, official sources said.

Earlier, workers were in the
dark to know about the status of
their case and they were being
deprived of getting their claims in
time. Now, with utilization of tech-
nology, the workers will be en-
abled to file the rase online and will
also obtain position through SMS
alert, the source said.

Besides, the system will ensure
transparency and effective mon-
itoring with faster disposal of
these crucial cases.

CLASSIFIED
_LOST

I, Sri Akash Putel, S/0.
Dabal Putel, At/P.O.-
Belpada, District-
Balangir, Odisha. I lost my
Rank Card of AIPMT 2015.
If any body got please
contact in Mob. No.
9937525795.

plovees of the shrine and other
personnel connected with the fes-
tival, sources said.

Five health teams were engaged
by the Chief District Medical Officer
(CDMO) to collect the swab samples,
sources added.

This apart, hundreds of police
personnel engaged in Rath Yatra
duty would be tested for the deadly
virus. Swab samples of 500 police
personnel had already been col-
lected and sent for tests and more
tests would be conducted, official
sources said.

Notably, the state government
Wednesday announced that it would
conduct Covid-19 tests on all peo-
ple involved in this yvear’s Rath
Yatra.

The state government’s decision
came in the wake of reports that
a Srimandir servitor was tested
positive for the virus June 23.

clude six National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) personnel who re-
turned from West Bengal after cy-
clone Amphan restoration work,

the official said, adding that the
number of disaster response per-
sonnel belonging to NDRFE, Odisha
Disaster Rapid Action Force and
Odisha Fire Services who have
tested positive so far has now in-
creased to 282.

The fresh cases have been re-
parted from Ganjam (58), Khurda
(47), Gajapati (29), Bolangir (11),
eight each in Puri and Jajpur, seven
each in Mayurbhanj and Dhenkanal,
Sundargarh (six), five each in
Keonjhar and Cuttack, three each
in Kendrapara and Nayagarh, two
each in Nabarangpur and Balasore,
and one each in Deogarh, Angul, and
Sambalpur.

A cancer patient undergoing
treatment at the Acharya Harihar
Regional Cancer Centre in Cuttack
is among the fresh cases.

“A patient from Ganjam who was
undergoing treatment in the emer-
gency department here since June
19 was tested positive for COVID-19,”
the cancer centre’s director
Lalatendu Sarangi said, adding that
the patient has been shifted to a

COVID hospital in the state capital.

A total of 4,188 samples were
tested for coronavirus in the state
Wednesday, taking the total number
of COVID-19 tests to 2,39,815, the
official said.

(Ganjam district tops the list of
COVID patients with a maximum
of 1,088 cases followed by Khurda
with 735 cases, Cuttack 510 cases,
Jajpur 401 cases, Gajapati 384 cases,
Balasore 325 cases, Jagatsinghpur
239 cases, Puri 232 cases, Kendrapara
223 cases, and Bhadrak 200 cases.

Seven other districts have also re-
ported more than 100 COVID-19
cases. They are Kandhamal (176),
Sundargarh (170), Bolangir (165),
Nayagarh (135) and Keonjhar (105).

Meanwhile, as many as 38 persons
were found positive for COVID-19
under Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) jurisdiction.

“The COVID positive cases in-
clude 25 home quarantine and 13
local contact ones,” the civie body
tweeted. It further said that 14
COVID patients have recovered
Thursday.

EVICTION DRIVE

An excavator engaged by BDA and BMC razes encroachments at a slum near BJB Nagar in Bhubaneswar, Thursday

MISSING GIRL FOUND DEAD
IN KHURDA, KIN CRY FOUL

POST NEWS NETWORK

Khurda, June 25: A 19-vear-old col-
lege girl who was missing for the
last two days was found dead in a
well on the premises of a private
school at Jariput under Khurda
Town (Maodel) police limits here, an
official said Thursday

The deceased was identified
as Nitu Rana of the locality.
Rana was a Plus III student of a
women’s college here,

According to sources, the incl-
(dent came to the fore in the morn-
ing when a few locals spotted the
body in the well and informed the
police. Senior police officials in-
cluding SP Ajay Pratap Swain, ad-
ditional SP KP Jena, Sadar SDPO
Susil Kumar Mishra, Town inspector
in-charge Umashankar Singh along
with a scientific team reached the
spotand carried out investigations.

Later, a case (213/20) was regis-
tered under Sections 306 and 34 of
the IPC on the basis of a complaint
lodged by the girl’s mother. The
girl's body was handed over to her

family after an autopsy at the dis-
trict headquarters hospital here,
said the official.

According to the compliant, a
vouth of the locality was stalking
the girl for the past few months.
“Suddenly, his [the youth’s] mother
came to girl's place with marriage
proposal June 21. Upon getting a
cold shoulder from the girl’s mother;
the youth’s mom threatened her of
dire consequences if the youth re-
sorts to some extreme decision be-
cause of the denial. She [the youth's
mom] even hurled abuses at the
girl,” the official said quoting the
complaint of Benupani Rana, the
girl’s mom. “Unable to bear the hu-
miliation, Nitu left home. After a fran-
tic search, we failed to trace her
and lodged a missing complaint
with the police Wednesday,” said
Basant Rana, the girl's uncle. Kin of
the deceased allege that the vouth’s
family is involved in the death.

“We've detained a guy as per
the complaint. Action will be taken
as per the post-mortem report,”
Town police IIC said.

PNN/AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, June 25: There is
no proposal to give away Coal India
Limited (CIL) blocks for commer-
cial mining, CIL chairman Pramod
Agarwal has said.

Brushing aside the anxiety about
the future of CIL as undue worry,
Agarwal said Coal India is sound and
secure, in the wake of opening up
of the coal sector for commercial op-
erators.

He said the company has suffi-
clent blocks with abundant resource
capacity to continue as a conumer-
cially viable entity even in the com-
petition era.

CIL has 447 coal blocks, mostly
explored, under its disposal. In ad-
dition to these, 16 more blocks were
allocated to CIL—10 under Coal
Mines (Special Provision) Act and
six under Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) Act—
making CIL the largest holder of
coal resource in the country.

The combined capacity of these
blocks is close to 170 Billion Tonne

(BT). Most of the recently allo-
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cated blocks have a minimum
production capacity of 10 Million
Tonne (MT) per annum.
Their combined peak rated ca-
pacity is 264 MT.

At the current rate of produc-
tion and even after taking into ac-
count the projected growth in the
ensuing years, CIL will be able to
produce and fuel the expanding
coal demand of the country to a
considerable extent in the foresee-
able future.

The CIL is targeted to produce and
supply 1 BT of coal by 2023-24 and

Bodybullder servitor grabs eyeballs

Anil Gochhikar

'. g nt-l-‘

POST NEWS NETWORK

Puri, June 25: Hundreds of servi-
tors had pulled the three chariots
from Srimandir to Srigundicha
temple here on the occasion of Rath
Yatra June 23.

The annual mega festival was
organised on the Grand Road with-
out the presence of devotees inthe
wake of Covid-19 pandemic.

However, servitor Anil Gochhikar,
who had achieved success in many
national and international level
bodybuilding competitions, grabbed
the attention of many during the
Rath Yatra.

“We pulled the three chariots
barefoot from Srimandir to
Srigundicha temple, a distance of

around 3 km, without any diffi-
culty. The scorching sun and high
humidity did not hinder us to serve
Lord Jagannath,” Gochhikar said
while sharing his experience of
pulling the chariots.

The 40-year-old servitor further
claimed that this year’s Rath Yatra
has added a new chapter to the his-
tory of Srimandir. “Usually, police
personnel and devotees pull the
chariots during the mega festival.
This year, we the servitors pulled
the chariots. This was a rare ex-
perience. I do not think this situa-
tion would again arrive in future,”
he said.

(zochhikar claimed that servi-
tors obeved all the Covid-19 guide-
lines while pulling the chariots.

VIRUS TALLY SURGES TOWARDS 6K Plus Il exam dates

yet to be finalised

POST NEWs NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 25: School
and Mass Education Minister Samir
Ranjan Dash said here Thursday
that dates of the pending plus Tex-
aminations have not been final-
1zed yet.

The exams, which were sched-
uled to start from July 1 have ap-
parently been shifted further due
to rising virus cases in the state.

He also said that the results of
matric examination will be de-
clared by the last week of July

“Evaluation of answer sheets
will be done by June 30. The eval-
uation of plus two examination
answer sheets is underway at about
400 centres,” he said.

Earlier, in view of the weekend
shutdown in June, the Board of
Secondary Education (BSE), Odisha
had decided to suspend the evalu-
ation of matric examination an-
swer scripts on Saturdays and
Sundays in 11 districts of Odisha
namely Ganjam, Puri, Nayagarh,
Cuttack, Jagatsinghpur,
Kendrapara, Khurda, Jajpur,
Bhadrak, Balasore and Balangir.

Clearing the matter and confusion
about the Plus II exams, he said
that the matter has been intimated
to the Chief Minister's Office (CMO)
seeking permission. The remaining
exams were postponed due to the 19
outbreak and were later scheduled
to be held in the month of July

Meanwhile, due to rising virus
cases, the state government
Thursday said that it will take a de-
cision of reopening of schools July
31. Earlier, in April the state gov-
ernment had decided to roll out

S&ME Minister Samir Ranjan Dash

CHOOL AND MASS

EDUCATION MINISTER SAMIR
RAMNJAN DASH INFORMED THAT
MATRIC EXAM RESULTS WILL BE
DECLARED BY THE LAST WEEK
OF JULY

ORE THAN 38 LAKH

STUDENTS IN THE STATE
ARE YET TO COME UNDER THE
ONLINE EDUCATION SYSTEM
DUE TO LACK OF NECESSARY
INFRA, HE SAID

online classes for the students for
which the students had to download
the diksha app. Dash said that out
of sixty lakh students in the state,
nearly 22 lakh students are ac-
cessing online education through
various apps including Dikshya,
Madhu and Siksha Sanjog.

He also said that more than 38
lakh students in the state are vet to
come under the online education
system due to lack of necessary
infrastructure. A Committee is re-
viewing the situation so that topic
and course related information
can reach students.

Decomposed body found from Gangua

Bhubaneswar: The decomposed body of a man, in his 40s, was recovered
from Gangua nullah under Mancheswar police limits here Thursday, an
official said, suspecting it to be a case of murder. According to police

sources, a few locals of a slum in Palasuni area here spotted the highly
decomposed body in the nullah in the evening and informed the police.

_E

“The body has been sent to Capital Hospital here for an autopsy. We
suspect that the man was murdered before being dumped in the water
body as the body bore severe injuries. Action will be taken as per the
post-mortem report,” a senior police official said.

CIL unfazed by entry of pvt players

HUGE RESOURCE POOL

IL has 447 coal blocks, mostly

explored, under its disposal. In
addition to these, 16 more blocks were
allocated to it, making CIL the largest (
holder of coal resource in the country

he combined capacity of these 463
blocks is close to 170 Billion Tonne

IL is mandated to produce
and supply 1 billion tonne of coal
by 2023-24

take it further forward from there.

Having its own in-house con-
sultancy arm, Central Mine
Planning and Design Institute with
over four decades of expertise is an-
other huge advantage to CIL in a
competitive scenario.

With exploration, mine planning,
design, infrastructure engineer-
ing, environmental management
as strong points, it sorts out most
of coal mining issues giving CIL an
edge over other participants in the
coal sector,

The CIL has a talented pool of

multi-disciplinary professionals,
the chairman said.

“Domestic demand for coal is
outstripping the indigenous pro-
duction, he said, adding that the
resultant gap is being met through
coal imports at huge forex out-
put. If commercial miners can
step in to fill this gap, imports to
some extent would be reduced,”
sald an official of the company,
adding but their presence will not
dent CIL’s status as the company
is resilient and has the capability

to expand.

HITTING THE STREETS
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People of several outfits, including ‘Al-cml Eharat Janamancha demunstrate in
Bhubaneswar, Thursday, condemning ‘repression’ by the Union government

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-Sai Audio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-909007 1530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-986134 1488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090090404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-8954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816, =
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro| £
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 9938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra| ©
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book _E
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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NGT FIAT ON SAND MINING IN SUBARNAREKHA

A petition was filed with
the green body
mentioning: ‘How mining
beyond permissible limits
and beyond lease areas,
day and night, is being
carried out blatantly
under the nose of the
administration’

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jaleswar, June 25: Amid allega-
tions of illegal sand mining in
Subarnarekha riverbed under
Jaleswar block of Balasore, three
environmentalists along with ad-
ministrative officials inspected the
areas, The team directed the district
administration to take stern ac-
tion on checking illegal sand min-
ing in the river.

This visit came following the re-
cent order by the National Green
Tribunal (NGT), which had issued
a notice to the state government
on the allegations of illegal sand
mining in Subranarekha river and
ordered an inspection into it.

The tribunal had asked to con-
stitute a joint committee compris-
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Use of
excavators

Rampant sand
transportation during
the shutdown

A FILE PHOTO

CALS APPRISE THE TEAM ABOU

of temporary roads

lllegal construction
in the riverbed

THEY URGE THE TEAM TO VISIT THE RIVERBED IN DRY SEASON 50 THAT
THE OFFICIALS CAN AS5ESS THE REAL DAMAGE

ing senior district and state offi-
cials to visit the site and the check
the ground reality

Abiding by the NGT order, envi-
ronmental scientist Dr Suresh Babu,
scientists of OSPCB Dr Pradipta
Kumar Nayak, Dr Prakash Kumar
Mohapatra and regional officer of
Balasore OSPCB Bhim Charan
Marandi along with Collector K

Sudarshan Chakraborty, ADM
Sambit Kumar Nayak and tehsil-
dar Khirod Kumar Panda conducted
an investigation in sand-mining
area Wednesday. The three envi-
ronmentalists said that a detailed re-
port will be submitted to the NGT.

During the investigation, scores
of locals apprised the team about
a host of issues like excess sand

Coaching centre and major
roads sealed in Berhampur

VIOLATING COVID-19
GUIDELINES, A
COACHING CENTRE
>IN THE SILK CITY,
WITH ITS SHUTTER
DOWN, WAS FOUND
IMPARTING LESSONS
TO STUDENTS

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, June 25: The coron-
avirus pandemic is acquiring alarm-
ing proportions in Silk City as the
district administration sealed a
coaching institute for violating
Covid guidelines and 12 major thor-
}_ pughfares in the city as part of

crowd control measures, a report
said,

The matter came to fore after of-
ficials of Berhampur Municipal
Corporation started sealing the
entry points of major roads in the
city from late Wednesday night.
The sealing of the roads is part of
a decision of BeMC to check the
spread of coronavirus.

Aspart of the measures, the road
connecting Kamapalli to Goilundi,
New bus-stand Kali Mandir road and
Ramnagar by-pass road were sealed
by Thursday evening. The sealing
of the rest of the roads like Lohia
Brothers, Annapurna Market, One-
Way traffic road, Giri Market
Square, Sana Bazaar Square, Khaspa
Sahi Square, Kali Mandir road,
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The sealed coaching centre

A sealed road in Berhampur

Haridakhandi Siba Mandir Square,
Taluk Hospital Square and Sriram
Nagar Square will be completed
by Thursday night.

Meanwhile, the district admin-
istration also sealed a coaching in-
stitute here for allegedly violating
Covid-19 guidelines.

The Special Relief Commissioner
had directed for closure of all schools,
colleges, and other educational,
training, coaching institution in
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the state June 1 till July 31 as part
of the measures to contain the
spread of coronavirus pandemic.
Report said that a coaching in-
stitute identified as ‘Praxis The
English Lab" in Gajapati Nagar
area with its shutters locked from
outside was found imparting coach-
ing to students inside in violation
of the aforesaid guidelines.
Acting on complaints, the sub-
Collector Shinde Dattatrava
Bhausaheb directed the district of-
ficials to raid the premises of the
coaching centre. Accordingly, offi-
cials raided the premises of the
coaching institute around 11.00 AM.
During raid 20 students were
found taking lessons inside the
premises. The officials allowed the
students to go back to their places
while the coaching centre was sealed.
The proprietor of the institute has
been served a show-cause notice.

Admin team takes stock

mining, mining beyond lease areas,
use of excavators, and rampant
sand transportation during the
shutdown, illegal construction of
temporary roads in the riverbed.
Locals urged the team to visit the
riverbed in drv season so that they
can assess the real damage and loss
due to sand mining.

Notably, NGT in its order said,
“With regard to the seriousness of
the allegations, we deem it essen-
tial to constitute a Committee com-
prising - District Magistrate,
Balasore, the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority
(SEIAA), the Odisha Pollution
Control Board (State PCB) and,
Regional Office of the Environment
Ministry”

The NGT has also directed the
state to act against the erring sand
miners if found guilty based on
the inspection report.

The applicant had informed the
NGT that the villagers of
Panchughanta in Balasore district
had been affected by the impact
of sand mining due to trans-
portation of sand on the village
road as there is severe air pollution,
depletion of water level, change in
course of the river and obstruction
of the natural flow by erection of
wooden bridges and approach road
in the river.

Bank manager
In Gajapati
tests Covid +ve

POST NEWS NETWORK

Paralakhemundi, June 25: The
main branch office of the State
Bank of India (SBI) in
Paralakhemundi and another
branch in the market area of
Gajapati district were sealed
Thursday after the manager of
the main branch tested positive for
Covid-19.

Gajapati Collector Anupam
Saha said that the SBI main branch
manager was staying in
Bhubaneswar when he fell ill a
few days ago. During his stay in
Bhubaneswar, he underwent the
Covid test where the report was
found to be positive,

As the manager used to visit
both the branches in
Paralakhemundi, both offices were
sealed. The offices will also be
sanitised, he added.

. ..:.,'-\ i

The Collector also said that all
the staff of the two offices have
been sent to home quarantine and

asked toundergo the Covid-19 test.
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A little girl accompanied by her father takes snaps of floodwater being released from Hirakud dam in Sambalpur. The
Hirakud dam released this season’s first floodwater into the river Mahanadi, Thursday. The authorities released the

excess water through sluice gate 7 of left spillway of the dam around 10.05 AM

OF PHOTO

WHY FEWER PATIENTS ARE
VISITING BHADRAK DHH?

On the face of it, it might
look like one of the
domino effects of
coronavirus outbreak
but there is more to it

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhadrak, June 25: Panic due to
coronavirus has seen a drastic fall
in the number of patients visiting
the district headquarters hospital
(DHH) here. Hospital authorities
said the fall in number of patients
has been due to the lockdown and
shutdown restrictions. However,
locals alleged the location of some
important departments within the
DHH is one of the main reasons why
the number of visitors has de-
creased.

The DHH witnessed a 63 per cent
decrease in the number of outpa-
tients in April, May and June this
year. For the same period, the mum-
ber of inpatients fell by approxi-
mately 20 per cent,

The total numhber of outpa-
tients and inpatients who visited
the DHH during these three
months is 40,124 and 17,765 re-
spectively. In the corresponding
period last year, the numbers
stood at 1,07,931 (outpatients) and
20,838 (inpatients).

People are also afraid they may
be infected by the virus if they
visit the hospital. It has grown
manifold since a staff of the DHH
tested positive for coronavirus ear-
lier this month. Lack of proper
transport facilities during lock-
down is another reason for DHH get-
ting fewer patients,

The location of the gynecology
and obstetrics departments is also

E

A patient being carried on a stretcher in the DHH

he location of the

gynaecology and obstetrics
departments is one of the major
reasons for the decreasing
number of patients. Both are
situated on the third floor and

there is no lift. So, it is difficult for
ailing patients to climb the stairs.
Also on many occasions hospital
staff refuse to carry patients on
stretchers If they are not paid

number of patients. Both are situ-
ated on the third floor and there is
no lift. So it is difficult for ailing pa-

B THE DHH
WITNESSED
A 63 PC
FALL IN THE
NUMBER
OF
OUTPATIENTS
IN APRIL, MAY
AND JUNE
THIS YEAR

_e

N NUMBER OF
INPATIENTS
FELL BY

AROUND 20 PC
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tients to climb the stairs. Also on
many occasions hospital staff re-
fuses to carry patients on stretch-
ers if they are not paid.

Recently however, another
problem has surfaced. Visitors al-
leged that doctors are neglect-
ing non-coronavirus patients.
Hence they are seeking treat-_e
ment elsewhere.

When asked, additional district
medical officer Dr Pradeep Khuntia
blamed the coronavirus-induced
lockdown and shutdown restric-
tions for poor patient turnout.

Ref 1271

SOUTHCO UTILITY
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,

ELECTRICAL CIRCLE, JEYPORE
PHONE: 06854-241276 Fax:06854-241128
E-mail ID: circlehead.jeypore@southcoodisha.com

E-TENDER CALL NOTICE No. 02/20-21/SE/JYPR

Dated:24.06.20

What’s the use of mandis if paddy
packets were to be soaked in rain?

_“ B Millers are making reduction in
- welght during procurement to

around 8-10kg from every
packet due to moisture content

B Farmers allege a nexus between
contractors and middlemen is
delaying infrastructure
development in mandis

POST NEWS NETWORK years as the district administration have
not shown any interest to construct godowns
or roofs in the mandis. Left with no op-
tion, the farmers leave their paddy pack-
ets under the open sky at the mercy of the
rain god. The paddy packets getting wet in
rain has sparked sharp resentment among
the farmers.

The paddy packets getting wet has re-
sulted in increase in the moisture content
in paddy. This has also come handy for the
millers to make reduction in weight dur-
ing procurement. It is alleged that millers
reduce around 8-10kg of paddy from every
packets during procurement,

Farmers alleged most of the mandis
like Rajpur, Basigaon, Matigaon, Naktiguda
and Balichhada in Junagarh block do not
have any infrastructure to store the paddy
packets. Similarly, the infrastructure in
mandis at Bimala, Bondigaon, Karmeli,
Khaliabhata, Mukhiguda, Rengalpali and
Paikakendumundi, in Jaypatna block and
Mingur, Dulkibandh, Bijmara, Depur,
Pandigaon, Paruaguda and Bandkona man-

Bhawanipatna, June 25: Farmers in
Kalahandi district are a worried lot nowa-
days as hundreds of paddy packets have been
soaked in rainwater in the mandis fol-
lowing Incessant rainfall over last few
days, a report said Thursday.

This has come at a time when farmers
have brought their paddy packets for sale
in the mandis. As a result, farmers are
forced to sell their produce to the middle-
men at underrate which is much below
than the minimum support price fixed by
the state government. This has happened
due to absence of any protective cover-
ings like roofs or godowns in the mandis
where the farmers can store their paddy for
sale. Sources said while the real farmers
are forced for distress sale, the millers and
middlemen earn quick bucks by trans-
porting the paddy stocks to neighbouring

}- Chhattisgarh for sale.

This is not a matter of a day or two but

has been continuing since last several

dis in Kalampur block are no way
better.

Farmers alleged that the reg-
ulated market committees who
are managing the mandis are
regularly collecting tax from
various sources but not spend-
ing a pie on infrastructure de-
velopment. The tarpaulins pro-
vided in the mandis fall short of
the need of all farmers.
Moreover, the tarpaulins pro-
vided in many mandis are tat-
tered and fail to protect the
paddy packets during rainfall.

another reason for the decreasing

OFFICE OF THE DEAN & PRINCIPAL
PANDIT RAGHUNATH MURMU MEDICAL

COLLEGE & HOSPITAL, BARIPADA
RANGAMATIA, BARIPADA - 757 107,
DISTRICT - MAYURBHANJ, ODISHA

Telephone: 06792-252670,
E-mail: prmmchbaripada@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Reference No. 1234 /20-21/PRMMCH Baripada, Dated.17/06/2020
No.E-76:- The sealed tenders are invited from the registered
firms/publishers for supply of Medical Books, quoting the
discount on publisher's price which is to be purchased for the
central library of PRM Medical College, Baripada during the
financial year 2020-21. The tender papers containing the terms
& conditions along with list of the BOOKs can be downloaded
from the College website www.prmmch.nic.in from 08.07.20.
The last date of submission of bid documents is 30.07.20
by 5.00 P.M.

Sd./- Dean & Principal, PRMMCH, Baripada
OIPR-10120/11/0005/2021

Sealed tenders are invited on two part bidding system from the eligible
Electrical Contractors with reguired license, from Govt. of Odisha
who comply with the terms and conditions for carrying out Electncal
Installation work on “Turnkey' basis for “Construction of 25KVA
S/5,11 KV Line, 11 KV Line AB Switch at sukraguda & MV 02 under
Malkangiri Municipality”. For details specification, terms & conditions
please visit SOUTHCO'swebsite www.southcoodisha.com.www.
tenderwizard.com/SOUTHCO. The sale of BID document starts from
dt. 26.06. 2020, The last date of submission of tender document is up
to 13.00 Hrs.on dt. 13.07.20 & opening of techno commercial bid is at
15:00Hrs. on 14.07.20. Any addendum/corrigendum to this tender shall
be uploaded in the website only. Southco utility Reserves the night to
accept/reject any or all bids without assigning any reason thereof,

Sd./- Superintending Engineer

Jeypore Electrical Circle, Jeypore

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
MECHANICAL DIVISION , BHUBANESWAR-3

e-mail I.D. smdivisionbbsr@yahoo.com Ist Corrigendum

e-PROCUREMENT NOTICE NO.2 W/2020-2021

MNo.A-151:- The Executive Engineer , Mechanical Division, Bhubaneswar
on behalf of the Governor of Odisha invites online percentage rate
basis bid in single cover system through e-procurement for the work
mentioned below.

1 | Total No. of Works

| 2 ( Two ) Nos OF Mechanical gate works

E N
i,

(s ﬂ \

B Ty

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

KALAHANDI RWS&S DIVISION, BHAWANIPATNA
e-mail:eerwsskld@gmail.com, eerwss. kld@nlc in, Phone No.: 06670-230784
INVITATION OF BID THROUGH e-TENDERING

/ f -21/
01. Name of the work: As per No.O-134:-
ANNEXURE-A
Procurement Officer | Bid identification No. |Availability of tender online | Date of opening
for bidding on office hour only | (technical bid)
From To
1 | 2 3 _ 4 |
Executive Engineer, 10/EE/RWSS/2020-21 01.07.2020 16.07.2020 17.07.2020
Kalahandi RWSE&S /Bpt Dated-24.06.2020 from upto from 10.00 A M
Division, Bhawanipatna 10.00 AM. 0530 PM. | onwards

Cost of tender paper & payment of EMD to be made online payment system.
Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal http:/ftenderodisha.gov.in
Sd./-Executive Engineer, Kalahandi RWS&S Division, Bhawanipatna

OIPR-25005/11/0001/2021

2. | Estimate cost put tender Approximately Rs 13,53 405/- to
| 18,15,690/- (Excluding GST)
Rs 6000/-<(Non refundable)
| S5 Units registered under DIC /
NSIC! MSME for Irrigation shutter /
| Hydro Mechanical gates.
| 30 ( thirty)days
From 30.06.2020 (11.00 A.M)
to 10.07.2020 (5.00 P.M)

3 | Tender paper cost
4 | Class of Contractor

| Period of Completion
Available of Bid Documents
and receipt of bid through

| online

7 | Date, time and place for

cpening of online tender

o |th

13.07.2020 at 11.00 A M in the office
of the Executive Engineer,

| Mechanical Division ,BBSR .
17.07.2020 (11.00A.M) in the office
chamber of Executive Engineer,
Mechanical Division BBSR

8 | Date , time and place for
finalization of tender through
transparent lottery system if

| required. _

8 | Digital Signature certificate | The bidders must possess compatible

Digital Signature certificate (DSC)
10| Mame and Address of Officer | Executive Engineer
Inviting Tender. Mechanical Division, BBSR-3
Further details can be seen from the Government of odisha Web-site
WWW.tend 2 :

Executive Engineer, Mechanical Division, Bhubaneswar -3

OIPR-32385/11/0003/2021

Fid & @
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Let all circumstances, all
happenings in life be occasions,
constantly renewed for learning
more and ever more.

THE MOTHER

Ban will hit poor

here is growing anger against China in the country The anti-China
I rage gets reflected in countrywide calls to jettison Chinese goods, serv-
ices and even technologies - to teach China a lesson. Videos of fully-
functional TV sets and smart phones, among many other genres of flashy
appliances, being smashed in public view are doing the rounds in social media.
Union Minister Ramdas Athawale went to the extent of even demanding a
ban on restaurants selling Chinese food. The minister did not care to rea-
son that the restaurants selling the so-called Chinese cuisine have employed
Indian chefs and Indian workers, not to talk about using country-grown farm
products. Deals worth billions of dollars have now run into rough weather.
Maharashtra government Monday announced to put on hold Chinese investment
worth 75,000 crore. Many other state governments may follow suit. While one
can understand the anti-China outrage in the country in the aftermath of
the brutal murder of 20 Indian soldiers and the continual Chinese provocations
along the border, shutting the door on Chinese goods and services will not
only make zero economic sense but will be counter-productive for the coun-
try in the short to medium term. An oft-quoted logic is that India runs a trade
deficit with China. But trade deficits are not always bad. It does not mean a
trade surplus with a country will necessarily make India economically
more prosperous than the partner country, For example, India has a trade
surplus with the US, the UK and the Netherlands. But this does not make
Indian economy any stronger or better off than any of these countries.
Similarly, India has trade deficits with 20 plus countries including South Africa.
Does it mean that India’s economy is worse off than South Africa’s? Therefore,
trade deficit may not be a clear indicator of a weaker economy A trade deficit
with China only means that Indians buy more Chinese goods than the other
way round. This also means that Indians buying Chinese goods are better
off today than what they would have been had they, say, purchased a German
or a Japanese product, or even an Indian alternative. Both Indian con-
sumers and Chinese producers benefit from the bilateral trade. The situa-
tion cannot be turned around unless India puts an alternative system in place
that can produce the same product at the same rate. Also, Indians don't buy
a Chinese product because they love China or a Chinese product. In fact, there
is relative more antipathy against this country in India. But economics al-
ways takes precedence over other considerations. Indians buy Chinese prod-
ucts as they do not have a better option. Our county does not have the ca-
pacity to produce for the needs of its own country. It does not have an
efficient manpower or an efficient system to produce the same product at
the same price. Also no country on earth is self-reliant. It depends on oth-
ers for one product or service or another. Only the ratio between the exports
and the imports varies. Unlike in the past, today India has USD 500 billion
of forex which can support imports for more than a vear. Also a ban on Chinese
goods will hit the poorest Indian the most as India is a price-sensitive mar-
ket and the poorest will be the most vulnerable to a possible price escalation.
The rich in the country may survive if Chinese goods are banned here and
they are replaced with costlier Japanese or German products. But the poor-
est in the country will suffer no end unless the government makes available
to them a similarly cheap product.

WISDOM CORNER

‘ ‘ | was never really insane except upon occasions when my heart was
touched. EDGAR ALLAN POE
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B Steal one’s thunder

splendid story is told about the origin of this striking phrase. John

Dennis was a literary critic whose life straddled the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. Having spent his inheritance he turned to the theatre
to make some money, though it turned out he wasn't very good at writing
plays. The last of them to grace the boards, Appius and Virginia, was
performed at the Drury Lane Theatre in London in 1709. It ran for just three
nights and then the management cancelled it. To help make the production
effective, Dennis had improved an existing theatrical device to make stage
thunder. Shortly after his play was taken off, Dennis was attending the first
night of another play at the same theatre and was astonished to hear his
thunder device being used. He leapt to his feet and shouted, “That is my
thunder, by God; the villains will play my thunder but not my play!” Did this
incident ever happen and, if it did, was it really the source of the
expression? Dennis’s biographer in the Dictionary of National Biography
suspects (as Dr Samuel Johnson did much earlier) that it was an invention
of Alexander Pope, the first person to mention it. Pope, a diminutive man
but an excellent hater, may have been perpetuating a feud with Dennis.
Among other exchanges, in 1711 Dennis had written of Pope, “that as there
is a great deal of venom in this little gentleman’s temper, nature has very
wisely corrected it with a great deal of dullness.”

The biggest guru-mantra is: Never share your secrets with anybody.
If you cannot keep a secret with you, do not expect that others will
keep it. It will destroy you. CHANAKYA

Love me when | least deserve it, because that's when | really need it.
SWEDISH PROVERB

¥ Stepney

his odd-sounding term for what we in Britain call a spare wheel or

Americans a spare tire is known in some countries of the former British
empire and colonies, including India, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Malta. The
story begins in 1904. At this time, motor-cars weren't supplied with spare
wheels or tyres and motorists had to provide their own. Roads then were
often very poor, punctures were frequent and few facilities existed for repairs
away from base. Then as now, it was hard to replace a tyre on a whee|
without specialised equipment and a spare had to be a wheel with tyre
already fitted. That may sound like our commaon modern spare, but wheels
then were often of wood or heavy metal construction and a spare was both
bulky to carry and clumsy to replace. Two entrepreneurs, Thomas Davies and
his brother Walter, who ran an ironmongery business in Lianelli in south
Wales, came to the rescue by inventing a clever device. It consisted of an
inflated tyre on a circular metal rim without spokes. The motorist clamped it
to the rim of the wheel that had the flat. In a share prospectus in December
1908, the brothers claimed “No levers or spanners are required to fix it. It is
firmly secured by two simple butterfly thumb screws™ and added that cars
didn't require jacking up to get the spare wheel on. They called their device
the Stepney Spare Wheel, after the location of their workshop in Stepney
Street, Llanelli. They patented the wheel and started to market it in January
1906, selling seven in the first month. By August that year, almost without
advertising, they were selling 1,000 a month and realised they had a success.

/ same
L/ thing. This
7/ went on and
" on. God noticed the
~ last man in line was
laughing hysterically.
By the time God got to the set of the
arrivals, the last man was laughing

WISH

bus full of ugly people had a
head on collision with a truck.
When they died, they reached the
gates of Heaven. God granted all of
them one wish.
The first person said, "l want to be
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THE GREAT DEBT CLEAN-UP

Daron Acemoglu

WE NEED A NEW
INTERNATIONAL
BODY NOT ONLY
TO OVERSEE THE
RULES OF
FUTURE
FINANCIAL
ENGAGEMENTS
AND MONITOR
FINANCIAL
MALFEASANCE,
BUTALSOTO
BACKSTOP A
NEW GLOBAL
FRAMEWORK OF
NORMS AND
STANDARDS

ith more than$7.5 tril-
lion owed to exter-
nal creditors, emerg-
ing economies'
debt-service costs are becoming
increasingly onerous just when
they need as much fiscal space as
possible to confront the Covid-19 cri-
sis, While there is a strong case for
canceling much of this debt, many
kev plavers oppose doing so, ar-
guing that it would limit these
countries' access to international
markets in the future, thereby re-
ducing investment and growth.
In fact, the evidence for this
view is fairly weak. Far from re-
liably boosting investment and
erowth, international financial
flows are more likely to contribute
to volatility in emerging markets
and developing economies. Even
s0, it has long been assumed in
academia and policy circles that
international finance helps emerg-
ing economies build more effective
institutions, enabling them to de-
velop their banking system and
stock markets, for example.
Opponents of debt forgiveness
have also argued that emerging
markets need the "discipline” that
international bond markets pro-
vide, because the threat of capital
flight constrains misrule by au-
tocrats and populists.
Hence, during the European
debt crisis, Greeks were discour-

Debt restructuring anﬂ cahtellatinn should be

i

clearly framed as an emergency measure that
will discriminate between those institutions
that have acted properly and those that have
entered into deals with corrupt and
authoritarian governments

party, the African National
Congress, took steps to remove
him. The whip of international
markets had little to do with it.
Similarly, though Turkish
President RecepTayvipErdo an’s
attacks on his country’s institu-
tions have coincided with declin-
ing investment and productivity
growth, foreign investors have
saved him. With money still flow-
ing into finance a growing cur-
rent-account deficit and propupa
faltering economy, Erdo an has
been able to consolidate his rule,
even establishing a presidential

aged from defaultingon theirdebts  system that subordinates parlia-
toforeign banks, lest they destroy - ment and the courts to him. As
their eredit profile, And even after  with Zuma, the greatest resistance

(Greek voters had rejected the
terms imposed by the troika of
official creditors (the European

Erdo an faces comes not from in-
ternational markets, but from do-
mestic politics. In municipal elec-

Commission, the European Central — tions last year; his party was defeated
Bank, and the International in most of Turkey's major cities,
Monetary Fund), the country's leaving his grip on power signifi-
left-wing government ultimately  cantly weakened.

made a deal, leading many poli-
cymakers to conclude that market
discipline had worked.

But this narrative no longer
rings true. Far from checking au-

Beyond these examples, there
is also mounting evidence that in-
ternational finance has overtly fa-
cilitated corruption and criminal
activities in emerging markets, as

tocrats, international finance has  in the case of Goldman Sachs's al-
been facilitating them. For ex- leged involvement in Malaysia's
ample, in South Africa between 2008 $700 million IMDB fraud scandal.

and 2018, foreign funds continued
pouring in even after it was obvi-
ous that then-President Jacob
Zuma'skleptocratic government
was hollowing out the country's
economy and institutions. When
Zuma was finally kicked out of
power, it was because his own

Vacillation as foreign policy for India

None of these cases should come
as a surprise. Why wouldn't in-
ternational financial institutions
seize on opportunities to lend on
attractive terms to autocrats, or
to boost profits by helping klepto-
crats and dodgy businesses cook
the books and exploit tax havens?

To move beyond this broken
status quo, we should seek forms
of debt restructuring and for-
giveness that would cut off corrupt
regimes. One idea is to establish
an international, impartial body
to set the rules for fair lending
practices by international banks.
The same institution could then de-
termine whether a country's cur-
rent debts were accumulated under
democratic governments, whether
they are the legacy of kleptocratic
and fraudulent borrowing sprees,
and whether their repayment or
servicing would impose undue
hardship on the population.

For countries that borrowed
under democratic governments, ex-
ternal debts could be restructured
on generous terms, and similar
options could be provided to long-
term creditors and those who have
undertaken foreign direct invest-
ment in the emerging world (be-
cause these forms of lending are
less likely to end up in autocrats’
pockets). For countries in the sec-
ond group, the "odious debts" that
were accumulated under past au-
tocratic or corrupt governments
should be written off. Ordinary
citizens should not suffer the con-
sequences of deals made between
financial institutions and politi-
cians they did not elect. Investors
who struck Faustian bargains
with kleptocrats should not ben-
efit from international protection.

As for the third group - gov-
ernments facing socially intoler-
able repayment or servicing costs

~there is a clear case for not fore-
ing these countries into deeper
poverty, even if their debts were
incurred under democratically
elected governments. The as-
sumption that a massive round of
debt restructuring and forgive-
ness would mean the end of plen-
tiful capital for emerging markets
is not well founded. Even if these
countries refused restructuring
or forgiveness, their debt over-
hangs would prevent further in-
vestment in infrastructure, poverty
alleviation, and new technologies.

Equally important, the cancel-
lation of odious debts would im-
prove the incentives governing in-
ternational financial markets,
because lenders would have to think
twice before propping up authori-
tarian and corrupt regimes. And this
change could provide an impetus
for designing a new framework for
global financial integration.

This approach will work only if
it does not become a blanket con-
demnation of international fi-
nance, Many developing countries
still need resources for investment
and infrastructure, and there are
still plenty of responsible, regulated
international financial flows that
they can tap. We must not create
a situation in which emerging
markets and developing countries
are left without any access to fi-
nance at all.

To that end, debt restructuring
and cancellation should be clearly
framed as an emergency measure
that will discriminate between
those institutions that have acted
properly and those that have entered
into deals with corrupt and au-
thoritarian governments. We need
anew international body not only
to oversee the rules of future fi-
nancial engagements and moni-
tor financial malfeasance, but also
to backstop a new global frame-
work of norms and standards.
Only that can ensure the system's
legitimacy in the eves of develop-
ing countries and international
financial institutions alike.

The writer is Professor of
Economics at MIT and
co-author with Jumes A,
Robinson of The Narrow
Corridor: States, Societies,
and the Fate of Liberty.
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maceuticals to electronics - im-

Dr. Anil Singh

THE MODI
GOVERNMENT’S
CYNICAL USE OF
FOREIGN POLICY
TOWARDS
IMMEDIATE
NEIGHBOURS HAS
RESULTED IN INDIA
LOSING THE SOUTH
ASIA INFLUENCE

TO CHINESE
HEGEMONISM

rime Minister Narendra tothe Chinese attack. domestic political mileage has not

l j Modi's iteration at the All- In the wake of signing of the only angered Bangladesh butalso
Party Meeting (APM)onthe 1993 Agreement to Maintain Peace  pushed Dhaka towards China.
ongoing India-China crisis, on  and Tranquility at the LAC between  Bangladesh is the second largest re-
June 19, that neither have any- India and China, the LAC was ac-  ceiver of Chinese investment after

one intruded into our border, nor
has any post been taken over by
anvone' in the Galwan has given
rise to many questions, This, es-
pecially in the wake of satellite im-
ages pouring in, depicting the
presence of Chinese troops and
vehicles in large numbers in the
vicinity of the site where 20 jawans
of Indian Army were martyred
on 15 June.

Of the 15,106.7 km long land bor-
der India shares with its neigh-
bours, India’s land border with
China is 3,488 km and a part of this
border is not properly demarcated,
especially in Ladakh region; and this
is known as Line of Actual Control
(LAC), a term coined by the then
PRC premier Zhou Enlai in the late
19505 and has been in vogue since
then. In the aftermath of the 1962
War, and after having occupied a
major chunk of the Ladakh region
known as Aksai Chin, the Chinese
version of the LAC was the line of
actual control that existed after the
Chinese attack in September 1962.
This, whereas India insisted that
LAC should be based on the actual
position on & September 1962, prior

cepted by both sides as it existed at
the time of signing of the
Agreement. The LAC is only a con-
cept. During his visit to China in May
2015, PM Modi's proposal to clar-
ify the LAC was rejected by Beijing.

China has made deep inroads
into India's immediate neighbours
in the Himalayan region, espe-
cially in Nepal and Bangladesh by
providing massive economic aid
and building strategic infrastruc-
ture. Pakistan is already in the
tight Chinese grip through China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) entailingChinese invest-
ment worth $62 billion and spe-
cific emphasis on building strate-
gic infrastructure in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK)
in proximity to Indian borders.
China has provided $2.5 billion
worth of military aid to Nepal re-
cently along with the Nepalese 56
billion assistance to Kathmandu,
apart from developing strategic in-
frastructure in Nepal, including
border roads.

The Modi government blowing
the issue of illegal Bangladesh im-
migrants out of proportion to gain

Pakistan in South Asia. China's
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI }related
investment in Bangladesh stands
at around $38 billion. China has
provided massive economic assis-
tance to Sri Lanka and under the
BRI, Sri Lanka got huge amounts;
the debt of which is piling up there-
after, forcing Colombo to lease
Hambantota to China for 99 years.
China has meticulously built up
its strategy of encircling India via
land in South Asia, and these neigh-
bours can be easily harnessed by
Beijing in arousing anti-India sen-
timents. There is no denying the fact
that the Modi government's cyni-
cal use of foreign policy towards im-
mediate neighbours has resulted in
India losing the South Asia influ-
ence to Chinese hegemonisni.
The ongoing India-China bor-
der face-off at Galwan Valley in
Ladakh has raised the hackles of
Indians with growing demands for
Immediately banning trade with
China and boyecotting products pro-
duced by it. Given the fact of heavy
penetration of Chinese products
into the India market — ranging
from heavy machinery to phar-

mediate ban on Chinese goods does
not seem to be a viable option to
teach China a lesson. India is not
a major player in China’s trade
scenario because China accounts
for 5 per cent of India’s exports
and 14 per cent of India's imports.
China exports only 3 per cent of its
total outgoings to India. At the
same time, what India exports to
China makes up to less than 1 per
cent of China’s imports.

Experts opine that a blanket
ban on Chinese goods is simply
not feasible because even if people
buy a computer from a different
country other than China, the mi-
crochips in it might be manufac-
tured in China.

Now is the ripe time for the Modi
government to shed its ego do-
mestically and externally and ad-
dress issues facing the nation with
a clear, transparent and well-con-
certed manner by focusing on re-
building economy via practical so-
lutions. A long-term defence and
strategic policy is the need of the
hour and any mismatch between do-
mestic and external polices should
be avoided.

The writer is executive
editor of News24 &the views
expressed here are personal.
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Nepotism, yes

Sir, The whole nation is talking about corruption and nepo-
tism. It's time now to understand the actual meaning of the
term. We say it is very much prevalent in Bollywood and that's
good research. We need to ask ourselves a very personal and
honest question, "Have we not practiced or were not a party
to nepotism in our own petty life?" Many a time, we have avoided
standing in a queue and got our job done by using money, power
and contacts. Haven't we greased palms, givenmoney to get
things done? Haven't we recommended the names of our
near and dear ones for a job or a post? Haven't those of us in
positions given preference to our relatives? Haven't we flat-
tered our seniors for a hike and promotion? Haven't we bribed
cops and rode free after breaking traffic rules? Haven't we used
contacts to get our children admitted to good educational in-

PLA on prowl

Sir, The PLA movement at
Depsang plains, north of the
Galwan Valley, despite mu-
tually agreed disengagement
plans, is a matter of grave
concern. Chinese troops are
near a place called
“Bottleneck” from where they
have a vantage position to
interdict patrols of the Indian
Army Given their penchant
for springing unpleasant sur-
prises, we must not trust the
Chinese. If fact, we need to

Returning migrants

Sir, Now migrants who returned to their home
states have completed their quarantine. They
want work. If work is not provided to them
within these states, they will again migrate,
These labourers are generally lured by money
and are staying in cities as also. The labour hir-
ers pay instant money to them without any pa-
perwork. Even middlemen in the local areas
also trv to start the migration. Going out of the
state to work is voluntary and a free-for-all. A
problem is of treatment of these labourers. They
must be treated well and as per the existing
labour and other laws. If migrant labourers suf-
fer due to one reason or the other, they should

- s
}— gorgeous.” God snapped his fingers  and rolling on the ground. When the o I'Issa POST stitutes? It's high time we do justice to ourselves. Whatwedo  learn from the past. be taken care of by the authorities. Migration
and it happened. The second person  man's turn came, he laughed and B-15; Rasslgarh ladustrial Estade. is perhaps what the Hindi film industry too does. N J Ravi Chander,  can't be stopped.
said the same thing and God did the  said, "I wish we were all ugly again." Bhubaneswar-751010 Ajit Kumar Barla, ROURKELA EMAIL Sunil Pradhan, NUAPADA
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, June 25: Taking a leaf
from the success against Covid-19
notched up in Asia’s largest slum
Dharavi, the BrihanMumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC) is
now implementing a similar strat-
egy for the north-east and north-west
suburbs of Mumbali, currently in
the grip of the deadly coronavirus,
an official said here Thursday,

The Rapid Action Plan (RAP),
found effective in Dharavi and Worli
in the public-private-partnership
model, is being implemented in
Mulund-Bhandup and Dahisar-
Borivali-Kandivali-Malad suburbs
which continue to record an alarm-
ing number of cases dailv.

“As in Dharavi and Worli, we
shall focus on containing the spread
of Covid-19 with a series of initia-
tives in these suburbs and screen-
ing at least 10,000 homes in each
ward to cover over 25 lakh people
next week,” said an official.

The BMC is collaborating with
local doctors, the realtors’ body
CREDAI-MCHI, NGOs Bharativa
Jain Sanghatana and Desh Apnaye

.

Now, Dharavi strategy in other parts of Mumbat

bk
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Healthcare workers screen residents of Hitwardhak Housing Society to detect Aghadi government from the
COVID-19 suspects in a bid to control the pandemic at Malad in Mumbai, Thursday BJP-led Centre

2%y COVID CONTROL STORY

' pUnder Dharavi's 4T - Tracing,

» The Rapid Action Plan, public-
private-partnership model, was
found effective in Dharavi and Worli

Tracking, Testing, Treating -
approach, the BMC actively
screened 5.48 lakh people, tested
nearly half a million, separated
senior citizens to limit the
transmission and shifted suspected
cases to quarantine centres
immediately

¥ The Dharavi success story led to an
unbelievable doubling time of
78 days in the slum, earning praise
for the BMC and Maha Vikash

Foundation for this dedicated drive
in the suburbs.

Fifty mobile fever elinics in am-
bulances with a team of medicos
drive around all day for a door-to-
door check on residents, detect
symptoms or comorbidities, col-
lect swabs from suspects and create
general health awareness among

Circus queen now a fish
vendor, thanks to Covid

INDO-ASTAN NEWS SERVICE

Silchar, June 25: Sarada Singha, a
45-yvear-old chief performer of her
Kolkata based circus company, had
everything going right for her until
the COVID-19 outbreak and the sub-
sequent nationwide lockdown foreed
her to become a fish vendor to man-
age two-square-meal for her family
The virus spread forced shut her
circus shows and she along with
other members of her team are now
grappling with an uncertain future.
While the Nepali woman Sarada
gells fish at a roadside market in
Silchar, the other eircus perform-
ers —-clowns, jugglers, trapeze play-
ers, ring masters, technicians,
singers, make-up artist, guards, in-
cluding her husband Ratan Singha
are working as daily wage earn-
ers’ and even taking up menial jobs.
The 160-member circus team,
comprising performers and assis-
tants belonging to West Bengal and
Assam, came to Hailakandi (in
southern Assam) in January to
perform their show in famous
‘Rabindra Mela’. From Hailakandi,
the circus party moved to Karingan]
to perform the shows in another fa-
mous ‘Netaji Mela’ in January end
and then in next month to the
‘Gandhi Mela’ in Silchar, a major
commercial city in southern Assam,
Mizoram, Manipur and Tripura.
“Initially, our circus owner in
Kolkata financially helped us, but
gradually the proprietor of DK
Enterprise, which owns the circus
troupe, expressed his helplessness
forcing us to search for alternate
works. But, because of the lock-
down, most of our coperformers had
no work and no money. For days
we starved. Our lives were devas-
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, June 25: For over four
decades, Bhagwati Yadav sold pani-
puri at Napean Sea Road in south
Mumbai, which made him a known
figure in the area, and his use of
packaged water for preparing this
tangy-sweet snack made him all
the more popular.

However, his death due to coro-
navirus last month moved some of
his regular customers so much
that they launched a fundraising
campaign to help the family of
their favourite pani-puri wala.

According to them, this initiative
was their way of paying tributes to
the late street-side vendor.

Talking to PTI, Girish Agarwal,
a tech-lead in a digital agency, said
that he was a regular customer at

tated, our dreams wrecked,” Sarada,
alone woman vendor in the market,
told IANS. Sarada’s husband Ratan
said besides the 160 men and women,
some of the couples have minor chil-
dren. “One of the performers de-
livered a baby earlier this month in
alocal government hospital in Silchar:
Besides, we have two horses as part
of our circus squad. During the nor-
mal working time, we feed the horses
with ‘Chola’, but now we take them
to a nearby river bank or field to
feed them grass,” Ratan told IANS.
He said, “Among our co-per-
formers and co-workers, there are
peaple belonging to Hindu, Muslim,
Buddhist and Christian communi-
ties, an exceptional combination of
religious diversity For many yvears
we have been working together as
one big family. The local adminis-
trations, clubs, NGOs and even in-
dividuals provided us with various
relief materials and foods, but we
need bigsupplies of food and money
for our teammates,” Ratan said
while explaining their distress.
Sarada, mother of two daughters,
said she was 11-year-old when she
was forced to join the circus due to
poverty and afterwards earned
huge kudos during the past 34
years. “I was like a princess or a
queen during the peak of my career.
As our circus party lived together
and moved together in many places
of Bengal, Assam and other states,
one day [ fell in love with Ratan, we
married. Not only us, there are so
many love stories in our circus
party My elder daughter is already
married and 15-vear-old yvounger
daughter Punam is a good per-
former in various events of the
circus,” the woman shared mo-
ments from their nomadic life.

Initially, our circus
owner financially
helped us, but

% gradually expressed

*.i his helplessness
forcing us to search
for alternate works...
because of the
lockdown, most of our

! co-performers had no

work and no money.
For days we starved

SARADA SINGHA

the late pani-puri wala.

“Yadavji had been doing his busi-
ness for 46 years, which is much be-
fore I was born. Whether summer
or monsoon, he was always there
between 5 pm and 9 pm and the

the people. Each community vol-
unteer, armed with a thermal scan-
ner and pulse oximeter, screens
around 100 houses daily amid plans
to touch over 25 lakh people by next
week.

To expedite testing, Maharashtra
is procuring ICMR-approved 100,000
Rapid Antigen Test Kits from SD

Biosensor, South Korea - which can
provide results in just 30 minutes
- for people living in all coronavirus
hotspots in Mumbai and Pune.

With this, the number of daily
tests in Mumbal is expected to go
up by nearly 35 per cent to 6,000,
though Delhi conducts more than
15,000 tests per day.

For these and other initiatives
including the Dharavi success story
leading to an unbelievable doubling
time of 78 days, the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre lauded the BMC
and the Shiv Sena-Nationalist
Congress Party-Congress
Maharashtra government last
Sunday, first highlighted by
TANS June 21.

Under the 4Ts - Tracing,
Tracking, Testing, Treating - ap-
proach in Dharavi, the BMC ac-
tively screened 5.48 lakh people,
tested nearly half a million, sepa-
rated senior citizens to limit the
transmission and shifted suspected
cases to quarantine centres im-
mediately. This paid dividends in
the form of a case doubling rate of
more than 78 days in Dharavi, or
double the Mumbai average of
around 37 days and new cases plum-
meting to single digit figures in
Dharavi. The BMC is optimistic
of repeating this in the north-
Mumbai suburbs. Currently,
Mumbai has 69,528 patients in-
cluding 28,548 active cases, and
has recorded 3,964 deaths - all fig-
ures the highest in India.
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| Maha bans Ramdev’s

.

coronavirus treatment

REUTERS

Mumbai, June 25: India’s rich-
est state Thursday banned a “spu-
rious” coronavirus treatment man-
ufactured by a company founded by
popular yoga guru Baba Ramdev;
which he says has a 100 per cent
record in curing patients.

Baba Ramdev, co-founder of
Patanjali and a household name
in India, launched Coronil to much
fanfare Tuesday, but hit a road-
block when New Delhi and some
state governments expressed scep-
ticism. The western state of
Maharashtra has banned the drug.

“Maharashtra won't allow the
sale of spurious medicine,” state
minister Anil Deshmukh tweeted
Thursday, adding authorities would
probe whether any clinical trials
had been run. Deshmukh could
not be reached for a comment.
Patanjali did not immediately re-
spond to an email from Reuters
seeking comment.

Hours after its launch, India’s fed-
eral government asked Patanjali to

provide details about Coronil, tri-
als and sample size and asked the
company to stop advertising the
product until it had been approved.

Ramdev, who is seen as a sup-
porter of Prime Minister Narendra
Mbodi, said at the launch that the
medicine consisted of ancient
Ayurvedic ingredients that boost
immunity and had a 100 per cent
cure rate. India reported a record
increase of nearly 17,000 coron-
avirus infections Thursday, tak-
ing the total to 473,105 with 14,894
deaths. Maharashtra, home to
India’s financial hub of Mumbai,
has been the hardest hit by the
pandemic, accounting for more
than 25 per cent of the cases. The
state reported some 3,890 new in-
fections Thursday:.

‘Assam gas well mishap threat to tea industry’
NGT slaps Z25crore penalty on OIL

AGENCIES

Guwahati, June 25: The Tea
Association of India has urged the
Assam government to take cog-
nizance of the ‘threat’ to the tea
industry due to the gas blowout
and subsequent fire at the Baghjan
well of Oil India Litd.

“Tea and oil have traditionally
been the main economic backbones
of Assam and have co-existed since
the early 19th century, but the re-
cent mishap has brought to fore
the apprehension in tea estates
where there are oil wells within
their precinets,” TAI secretary gen-
eral PK Bhattacharjee said in a re-
lease Wednesday, The tea gardens

and oil fields, particularly in Upper
Assam, have grown parallely and
a significant portion of garden
lands have been acquired by the
state government to facilitate ex-
ploration and digging of oil fields,
he said. “This (the Baghjan incident)
has had serious environmental
repercussions on the soil and en-
vironment in and around the tea es-
tates, but the most important aspect
is that the workforce continues to
remain perpetually apprehensive
of their livelihood, should there
be a recurrence of such at any
point of time in the future,”
Bhattacharjee said. TAIL therefore,
urges the state government to adopt
a long-term mechanism to lessen the

NEW DELHI: The National Green
Tribunal Thursday imposed a heavy
fine of Rs 25 crore on O1l India Ltd
for causing damage to the envi-
ronment, humans and wildlife, over
its failure to stop the fire at its oil
well in Assam'’s Baghjan.

Enormous volume of inflam-
mable natural gas which was re-
leasing from the Baghjan-o oil well
since May 27 caught fire June 9,
thus claiming lives of two fire-fight-
ers. Baghjan is one of the 23 oil
wells set up by OIL to tap the large
gas reserves in the Brahmaputra
basin and located near the Eco
Sensitive Zone (ESZ) of the Dibru-
Saikhowa National Park.

A bench comprising Justice SP
Wangdi and expert member
Siddhanta Das pulled up the com-
pany and said: “We direct the OIL
to deposit an initial amount of Rs
25 crore with the District Magistrate,
Tinsukia District, Assam and abide
by further orders of the Tribunal.”

The tribunal also constituted an

impact of such eventualities in the
near future, he said. “We urged the
Assam government to take cog-

WEDDING IN COVID TIMES

A security guard uses a thermal screening device on Heli, a bride, as she arrives for her wedding ceremony at a

marriage hall in Kandivali, Mumbai, Thursday.

Virus claims pani-puri seller, patrons raise funds for kin

The popular vendor was called ‘Bisleri pani-puri wala’ as he would use packaged water to make tangy-sweet snack

—

taste of his pani-puri never
changed,” 34-year-old Agarwal
recalled.

Yadav was famously known as
‘Bisleri pani-puri wala’ as he would
use packaged water to make the

popular snack, he said.

“When the lockdown started, his
business stopped. In May, I learnt
from one of my building residents
that Yadaviji, who used to walk all
the way from his house in
Walkeshwar to Napean Sea Road,
is no more as he succumbed to
COVID-19 May 23,” he said.

Agarwal said he spoke to his
friends and decided to collect funds
for Yadav's family.

“We felt we should do something
for the family. I could not do it on
my own. Therefore, we created a
fund raiser link on an online crowd
sourcing platform and shared it
on WhatsApp to our contacts,”
he added.

“Due to the word of mouth aware-
ness, we have so far received more
than 125 contributors who have

PTI PHOTC

collectively donated Rs 2.51akh so
far. Our target is to collect Rs 5
lakh for the family,” he said.

The contributors are not only
from Napean Sea Road, but from
other parts across Mumbal and
also from abroad, Agarwal said.

In his online message seeking
contribution, Agarwal said, “...The
virus that affected the lives of all
of us unfortunately took the life
of Yadavjl. While we can try tofind
another snacking spot, his family
will gravely miss a loving father, hus-
band and provider, They need our
support... Will make sure your gen-
erosity reaches his wife and
daughter.”

Yadav's daughter, Kusum, said
that she and her family were over-
whelmed by the support of her fa-
ther's customers.

1

Baghjan is one of the
23 oil wells set up by
OIL to tap gas reserves
in the Brahmaputra
basin and located near
the Eco Sensitive Zone
of Dibru-Saikhowa
National Park

eight-member committee headed
by former high court judge BP
Katakey to look into the matter
and submit a report in 30 days.
The committee has been asked to
probe the cause of the gasand oil
leak, extent of loss and damage
caused to human life, wildlife, en-
vironment, damage and health haz-
ards caused to the public and
whether any contamination has
been caused to water, air and soil

nizance of such threat as has arisen

out of Baghjan incident and put
in place a protocol that could address

of the area of the oil well and
its vicinity.

The blow-out left behind a mix-
ture of chemical compounds that
is toxie for land and vegetation, It
is not only hazardous to the health
of the people but also severely af-
fects their livelihood, mainly agri-
culture, fishing, and animal rear-
ing. The plea filed by activist
Bonani Kakkar pointed fingers (
at the failure of the OIL authori-
ties in preventing the blowout,
resulting in a massive fire caus-
ing irreparable loss to the entire
biodiversity of the region and
loss of lives and property.

“Due to the negligence and lack
of concrete effort to control the
spread of the oil and gas leak,
enormous fire broke-out in the
area which continues to rage caus-
ing displacement of more than
1600 families,” Kakkar said. The
matter will now come up for fur-
ther consideration on July 29, the
NGT said.

_6

such eventualities with least de-
gree of collateral damage,”
Bhattacharjee added.

Monson woes: Assam
struggles to stay afloat

AGENCIES

Guwahati, June 25: The flood sit-
uation in Assam remains grim,
with the deluge affecting 38,000
pecple in five districts of the state.

A fresh death was reported in
Sivasagar district Wednesday, tak-
ing the toll in this yvear’s floods in
the state to 12, according to the
Assam State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA),

Around 38,000 people have been
affected due to the floods in Dhemaji,
Jorhat, Majuli, Sivasagar and
Dibrugarh districts, it said.

Dhemaji has been the worst-hit
with 15,000 affected people, fol-
lowed by Dibrugarh with 11,000
and Sivasagar with 10,000 people suft
fering due to the deluge.

The floods have inundated 102 vil-
lages and damaged crops on 5,031
hectares, the ASDMA said.

The administration is running
27 relief camps and distribution cen-
fres in two districts, where 1,081 pec-
ple have taken shelter, it said.

A total of 119.3 quintals of rice,

’ -."‘ e

pulses and salt have been distrib-
uted among the affected people,
the report said. The Brahmaputra
is flowing above the danger mark
at Nimatighat in Jorhatand also in
Dhubri town.

Its tributaries are also flowing
above the danger level - Dikhow at
Sivasagar town, Disang at
Nanglamuraghat in Sivasagar,
Dhansiri at Numaligarh in Golaghat
and Jia Bharali at NT Road Crossing
in Sonitpur, the ASDMA said.

Roads and several other infra-
structures have been damaged at
various places in Dhemaji district.

Massive erosion has been wit-
nessed in different places in
(Golaghat district, it added

Floodwaters Thursday entered
the studios of All India Radio (AIR)
station in Assam's Dibrugarh, fore-
ing authorities to suspend all broad-
cast-related services, an official
said. The programmes are being
broadcast from an emergency stu-
dio located at Lepetkata, 18 km
away from the town, said AIR sta-

tlc}n ngrannne Heatil Ll:}hlt Deka

A one-horned rhinoceros wades through the floodwater inside the Pobitora

Wildlife Sanctuary in Morigaon district, Thursday.
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The Congress
‘ general

secretary is
resorting to cheap
politics since Covid-
19 cases started
emerging in UP. The
claim of deaths made by her in Agra
due to Covid-19 is false. The district
administration has served her
notice and if she fails to reply then
we will take action

KESHAV PRASAD MAURYA |
UP DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER

If the country
‘ can stand

against the )
coronavirus ;ﬂ
pandemic in five ‘1 \
months, It can ﬂ
surely fight TB :

HARSH VARDHAN |
UNION HEALTH BIMNISTER

| wonder,
‘ those who
killed

democracy 45 years
ago are questioning
the government
today. The party ’

that suppressed the entire system,
ended the freedom of all and jailed
scores of people, particularly from
the opposition, is now raising
slogans of freedom

PRAKASH JAVADEKAR |
INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

M First corona death
in Arunachal

ltanagar: Arunachal
Pradesh has recorded its
first COVID-19 fatality after
a 43-year-old woman
succumbed to the disease,
while two new coronavirus
cases have been reported,
taking the northeast state's
tally to 160, officials said
Thursday. The woman, a
resident of West Kameng
district, was suffering from
chronic kidney disease and
had returned from Delhi on
June 11. She was kept at an
institutional guarantine at
Dirang. As her health
deteriorated, she was
tested for COVID-19 and
was found positive June 23.

B 2 militants killed

Srinagar: Two unidentified
militants were killed in an
encounter with security
forces in Sopore area of
Baramulla district in Jammu
and Kashmir Thursday,
police said. Security forces
launched a cordon and
search operation at
Hardshiva in Sopore area in
north Kashmir Thursday
morning after receiving
specific information about
the presence of militants in
the area, a police official
said. He said the search
operation turned into an
encounter after militants
fired upon a search party of
the forces, who then
retaliated.

M Three kids killed

Bhagalpur: Three children
of a family were killed when
a speeding truck rammed
into a roadside shanty in
Bihar's Bhagalpur district
Thursday morning. The
truck apparently lost its
balance near Jahnvi Chowk
in Parbatta police station
area and crashed into the
hut, killing the three
children on the spot, Sub-
Divisional Police Officer
(SDPO) Pravendu Bharti
said. Others in the family,
however, escaped unhurt.
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B Drugs seized

Pune: Ganja and charas
worth 72.10 crore have been
seized and four people
arrested in Pune district, a
Customs official said here
Thursday. Two trucks
coming from Andhra
Pradesh were intercepted
Wednesday and 868 kg of
ganja worth 71.04 crore,
charas worth 775 lakh and
some other narcotic drugs
9— were seized from cavities
made in the roofs of the
vehicles, he said.

MASSIVE TROOP BUILD-UP

Indla, China

‘ tension rises

India has increased deployment
of forces and big guns by
manifold across these places as
the tension has escalated, said a
senior government official,
adding that China too

has been building

defence

infrastructure on the

other side

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, June 25: The situation
in the four flash points - Galwan
Valley, Hot Springs, Depsang and
Pangong Lake - in Eastern Ladakh
is still tense despite military-level
talks between India and China end-
ing on a positive trajectory, sources
said Thursday.

India has increased deployment
of forces and big guns by mani-
fold across these places as the ten-
sion has escalated, said a senior
government official, adding that
China too has been building de-
fence infrastructure on the other
side.

At Pangong Lake, Chinese troops
have moved up to Finger 4 where
they have brought over 120 vehicles
and a dozen boats. The Chinese
army has also opened up a new
front in the area near the Depsang
Bulge, a table-top plateau north of
Galwan. They have built camps
and deployed vehicles and troops.

The build up by the Chinese
army has again started at Patrol
Point 14 in Galwan, Patrol Point 15
in Kongka La and Patrol Point 17
in Hot Springs, even though they
had agreed to remove defence in-
frastructure.

Further, defying the agreed mu-
tual consensus to disengage, the
Chinese People's Liberation Army
troops have returned to Patrol Point
14 in Galwan Valley where the bar-

Defying the agreed mutual
consensus to disengage, the
Chinese People's Liberation Army
troops have returned to Patrol
Point 14 in Galwan Valley where
the barbaric attack took place on
June 15, in which 20
Indian Army soldiers

baric attack took place on June 15,
in which 20 Indian Army soldiers
were killed.

The PLA has even set up tents
and an observation point exactly
where they were on June 15, sources
said, adding that the Chinese have
returned with huge reinforcements
even after they agreed to withdraw
their troops and dismantle their
setups.

Sources said that during the 11-
hour-long Corps Commander-level
talks between India and China on
June 22, it was stated that there
was "mutual consensus to disen-
gage”,

It was also stated that "modali-
ties for disengagement from all
friction areas in Eastern Ladakh
were discussed”.

The Corps Commanders of the
two countries’ militaries had met
at Moldo to resolve the border issue
and ease tension in Eastern Ladakh.
This was their second meeting
after the first one on June 6.

The meeting took place between
14 Corps Commander Lt. Gen
Harinder Singh and South Xinjiang
Military District chief Major
General Liu Lin and it happened on
the lines of the one they held at the
Chushul-Moldo border personnel
meeting point in Eastern Ladakh
on June 6.

However, Chinese Army troops
were back at the same location
where the conflict took place.

71

The Goa government is

on the resumption of
tourism activity in the
state within eight days

PRAMOD SAWANT |
GOA CHIEF MINISTER
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likely to take key decision

DIGVLJAYA IN SOUP

An FIR has been registered against
Congress veteran Digvijaya Singh
for leading a cycle protest in
Bhopal against the fuel price hike
without taking permission from the
authorities, police said Thursday

~rm

INDIA RECORDS WORST SPIKE

A total of 16,922 new cases eggs the tally to 4, 73,105 as India continues
to be the fourth worst-hit country by the pandemic

SURGE IN CASES

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, June 25: India wit-
nessed highest spike of almaost
17,000 fresh Covid cases, with
Maharashtra, Delhi and Tamil Nadu
contributing more than 62 per cent
of it in the past 24 hours taking
the total in the country to 4.73 lakh,
data from the Union Health and
Family Welfare Ministry revealed
Thursday.

A total of 16,922 new cases eggs
the tally to 4, 73,105 as India con-
tinues to be the fourth worst-hit
country by the pandemic. According
to the Health Ministry data, in the
last 24 hours 418 new deaths were

reported taking the total tally of

fatalities to 14,894 in the country.
Over 1,000 cases more were
recorded in 24 hours than what we
saw on Wednesday, when 15,968
new COVID-19 cases were reported.

Maharashira, Delhi and Tamil Nadu
continued at the top contributing al-
most 62 per cent of the total spike
of the Covid-19 cases.

There are currently 1,86,514 ac-
tive and 2,71,696 recoveries. The
number of patients recovering from
COVID-19 continues to rise. The
recovery rate has further improved
to almost 57.42 per cent. Maharashtra
remained the worst-hit state in the
country with total cases at 1,42,900,
including 6,739 deaths. It recorded
a spike of 3,890 fresh cases with
208 deaths in last 24 hours.

Delhi has 70,390 cases and 2,365
deaths followed by Tamil Nadu
with 67,468 cases with 866 deaths.

cases and 1,735 deaths, Uttar Pradesh
(19,557), Rajasthan (16,009), Madhya
Pradesh (12,448), West Bengal

hours. The number of government
labs has been inereased to 726 and
private labs have increased to 266,

Delhi witnessed the surgeof 3,788 (15,173), Haryana (12,010), summing up to a total of 992.
cases with 64 deaths and Tamil Karnataka,(10,118), Andhra Pradesh The overall number of global
Nadu recorded 2,865 cases with 33  (10,331) and Telangana (10,444) COVID-19 cases has topped 9.4 mil-

fatalities in last 24 hours.
States with more than 10,000
cases include Gujarat with 28,943

Lightning kills 83
in Bihar, 24 in UP

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Patna, June 25: At least 83 people
were killed by lightning in vari-
ous districts of Bihar, and 24 in
Uttar Pradesh while many people
were reported to be injured as
heavy rain and thunderstorms
lashed several areas of north India
Thursday, a government official
said.

Out of the 83 dead in Bihar, 13 peo-
ple were killed in Gopalganj district
alone. According to reports, 8 peo-
ple were killed in Madhubani and
Nawada district each, six each in
Bhagalpur and Siwan, and five
each in Banka, Darbhanga and
East Champaran districts.

Apart from this, three persons
were Killed by lightning in Khagaria
and Aurangabad districts each,
twoeach in Jehanabad, Kishanganj,
West Champaran, Jamui, Purnia,
Supaul, Kaimur and Buxar and
one each died in Saran, Shivhar,
Samastipur, Madhepura and
Sitamarhi, according to officials.

Gopalganj District Collector
Arshad Aziz said that according
to information received sofar, 12 to
13 people have died in lightning
strikes in the district. He appealed
to the people to remain indoors
during the rain and not to stand
under trees if outside.

Most of the people who died

were working in the fields. The
injured have been admitted in
hospitals.

Heavy rain with thunderstorms
and lightning has lashed various
parts of Bihar even before the onset
of the monsoon in the state.
Meanwhile, in Uttar Pradesh, in the

Cases,
India conducted 2,07,871 Covid-
19 tests on people in the last 24

B FULFILLING NEEDS

lion, while the deaths have surged
to more than 482,000, according to
the Johns Hopkins University.

Railway stalls to sell
Covid-19 essentlals

PRE'E"“} TRT.HT I.'JF INDI*":.

New Delhi, June 25:; Coronavirus
essentials like masks, gloves, sani-
tisers, bedroll kits will now be sold
at the multi-purpose stalls at rail-
way platforms, railway officials
said Thursday.

The stalls, run by private con-
tractors, carry most items that
travellers could require, like toi-

to protect passengers from coron-
avirus infection, according toa set
of instructions issued by the
Railway Board.

"Mindful of the fact that pas-
sengers travelling during these
times might need certain essen-
tial items which they would need

letries, books, medicines andpacked ™ The stalls, run by private
eatables. The stalls will now also be contractors, carry most items
able to sell essential items required that travellers could require, like

toiletries, books, medicines and
packed eatables

® The official said bedroll kits,
which are no longer provided on

board trains, will also be
available at these stalls

"Since we have stopped giving

midst of the ongoing coronavirus to buy in case they forget to get it  these items because of the pan-
crisis, 24 people died in lightning from home, we have directed our demie, passengers can buy either
strikes in the state amid heavy rain multipurpose stalls to sell them.  the entire kit or any item sepa-
and thunderstorm. Qut of them, "However, we have said thatthey  rately,” the official said. The order (
nine died in Deoria district alone. have tobesold at MEPand noprof-  issued last week stated that the
Uttar Pradesh Relief  iteering will be allowed through emphasiswason maintaining hy-
Commissioner Sanjay Goyal said, it," said a senior railway official. The  giene and fulfilling needs of the

"Amid rain and thunderstorms,
24 people have died due to light-
ning strikes in various districts of
the state today - one in Kushinagar,
one in Fatehpur, one in Unnao, 9in
Deoria, 2 in Barabanki, 6 in
Prayagraj, 3 in Ambedkar Nagar
and 1 person has died in Balrampur:

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dumka, June 25: "Teachers can
change the world" - and that is
what Shyam Kishore Singh Gandhi,
the headmaster of a school in
Jharkhand's Dumka district, has
been trying to for his over 200 stu-
dents, who may be bereft of smart-
phones but not the willingness to
attend classes amid the lockdovwn.

(Gandhi has put up several loud-
speakers across the Bankathi vil-
lage where his Upgraded Middle
School is located, and classes are
being held for two hours every
day since April 16, beating the
odds of online learning.

The students sit near the loud-

speakers which have been put up
on trees and walls at different lo-
cations, and attend the classes.
"Louder speakers are put up where
the number of students is more.

Teacher beats odds of online learning

THE NDVEL WAY

Five teachers and two para teach-
ers teach over the mike from the
classroom, Gandhi said.
Thousands of schools and col-
leges across India have switched
to online as classrooms remain
shut since mid-March amid the
coronavirus outbreak. There are
246 students from class 1 to class
8, and 204 of them don’t have mo-
bile phones,” Gandhi said. He said
the classes start at 10 am daily.
"If the students have any doubt
or want to ask any question, they
can send their queries to me from
anyone's mobile phone and we ex-
plain it the next day," he added.
Gandhi said the model is work-
ing and students are grasping well

official said bedroll kits, which are
no longer provided on board trains
due to fear of the coronavirus
spread, will also be available at
these stalls. They willbesold asa
kit -- with pillow, pillow covers,
blankets, face towel - as well as
separately.

passengers.

"These takeaway bedroll and
other protective items should be of
good quality and not exceed the
MRE" the official said, clarifying
that the stall owners are not bound
to sell these items manufacturing
by the Railways.

GUJ MLA WRITES TO
PREZ FOR SECURITY

what is being taught.

The students are receptive and
are enjoying the new style of study- INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE ing Bharativa Janata Party (BJP)
ing, said an elderly villager Lauding and the opposition Congress wanted

the headmaster, Dumka's district
education officer Poonam Kumari

Gandhinagar, June 25: The
Bharativa Tribal Party (BTP) leader

the BTP votes for their candidate,
but the father and son duo ab-

said all the 2,317 government and MLA from Jhagadia stained from polling.

schools here should emulate the Chhotubhai Vasava in a letter to On reasons for not voting in the
model so that the students would President Ram Nath Kovind hasex-  Rajya Sabha polls, Vasava said it was
not have to struggle to complete the pressed fear of being eliminatedin = due to non-implementation of the

syllabus once the lockdown is
lifted.

The effort is praiseworthy and
all the schools in Dumka district
should follow this idea in the in-
terest of the students, Kumari
said, adding that she would soon
visit the school and the village to
learn about the teaching method.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, June 25: A total of
146 infiltration attempts along
International Border (IB) were re-
ported between 2014 and June 15
this yvear; All those attempts were
foiled and 25 terrorists were neu-
tralised while trying to sneak into
Indian territory from Pakistan, a gov-
ernment data revealed.

All these infiltration attempts
took place through borders along
Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab and

| Rajasthan, said the data, adding

_.'

PLOTS FAILED

146 infiltration bids reported along border since 2014

the maximum number of infiltra-
tion cases was reported in Jammu
and Kashmir and minimum in
Rajasthan.

In the span of around six and a
half year (between January 1, 2014
and June 15, 2020), the BSF has also
apprehended 12 terrorists which
were pushed through launch pads
across the Line of Control (LoC)
and Pakistan's Punjab province to
this side of the border to escalate
violence in Jammu and Kashmirand
other parts of the country.

The BSF is the nodal force re-

an encounter and has sought ade-
quate protection at the earliest.
The BTP chief and his son, the
BTP MLA from Dediyapada con-
stituency Mahesh Vasava, didn't
vote in the last Friday's elections
for four Rajyva Sabha seats from
Gujarat.

As the battle for the fourth Rajva
Sabha seat was tough, both the rul-

sponsible to thwart infiltration at-
tempts through 3,323 kilometre bor-
der between India and Pakistan.
Apart from ensuring zero infiltra-
Hon attempt through the borders be-
tween the two countries, the 2.5
lakh personnel strong Central
Armed Police Force (CAPF) or para-
military force is responsible to curb
smugeling and illegal activities
being carried out through the bor-
der from the Pakistan side.

The revelation followed the June
20 incident when the BSF troops
shot down a Pakistani HexaCopter

Schedule V and the constitutional
rights of the tribals. Neither the BJP
nor the Congress favoured the trib-
als' rights, he added.

In his letter to the President on
Wednesday, Vasava said he and his
son had been raising their voices
for social justice. In Gujarat, the
caste divide had reached a revolt-
ing situation.

drone carrying one M4 carbine ma-
chine (US Made), two filled maga-
zines, (60 rounds), seven chinese
grenades near IB in Jammu and
Kashmir's Kathua district.

Multiple intelligence agencies
assessing ground reports from
across the IB and the LoC have
found that Pakistani Army and the
Inter Services Intelligence (ISI)
would gather trained terrorists and
push them through their launching
pads. The number of launching
pads in Pakistan is close to 300, said
a source.
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The DMK
‘ cannot speak

about
democracy after
aligning with the
Congress

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN |
UNION FINANCE MINISTER

COVID
‘ patients don't k!
need to visit
care centre, health ! "'\ 2
team will make
assessment at their .
homes

MANISH SISODIA | DELHI DY ©M

COVID
‘ pandemic is
increasing, we

are making all
efforts and we have
even sealed some
areas

B S YEDIYURAPPA | KARMATAKA CM

SHORT TAKES

B Four quakes
jolt NE states

Aizawl/Kohima: Moderate to
mild four separate quakes
with magnitude ranging from
2.8 to 4.5 on the Richter scale
hit several parts of Mizoram,
Nagaland, Tripura, Assam
and adjoining areas of
northeast region bordering
Myanmar Thursday, officials
said. According to the
officials, there was no report
of any damage or casualty
)— from any part of the
northeastern region.
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m Former IAS
officer grilled

New Delhi/Imphal: A day
after questioning former
Manipur Chief Minister O.
Ibobi Singh in connection
with Rs 332 crore
misappropriation case, the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) Thursday
guestioned 0. Naba Kishore
Singh, then Chairman of the
Manipur Development

}— Society (MDS). The retired
IAS officer was questioned by
the CBI team led by Joint
Director N.M. Singh, who
reached Imphal Tuesday for
guestioning the former Chief
Minister and others.
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B CTET postponed

New Delhi: The CBSE
Thursday postponed the
Central Teacher Eligibility
Test (CTET) scheduled July 5,
which will now be conducted
when the situation is
conducive, HRD Minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’
said. "The 14th edition of
CTET scheduled on July 5 has
been postponed. A new date
for examination will be
intimated when the situation
Is more conducive for
conduct of examinations,"”
Nishank said.

B CBI starts probe

Jammu: The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has
started preliminary enquiry
into allegations of land grab
and corruption by an
education trust, run by former
J&K Minister Chowdhary Lal
Singh. It's alleged that Singh
used his official position to
get the Forest Department
land transferred to an
education trust run by him in
the Kathua district. Also, false
information was submitted to
the High Court on June 9, 2015
vide an affidavit filed ina
public interest litigation to
favour this trust.
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M Five murdered

Chandigarh: Five people,
including four of a family,
were murdered at Kairon
village in Punjab's Tarn Taran
district Wednesday, the police
said here Thursday. The head
of the family Brij Lal (65), also
murdered, had been facing
drug peddling cases. Brij Lal's
two daughters-in-law --
Jaspreet Kaur and Amandeep
9_ Kaur -- his relative Daljit Singh
and driver Gursahib Singh
Saba were also murdered.

bb

FORMER PUNJAB CM

CRISIS OVER

BJP'S TROUBLE IN MANIPUR ENDS

NPP chief Conrad Sangma, who arrived in Imphal in the morning from Delhi, said the
party MLAs will also withdraw their resignation as minister as senior BJP leader and
Union Home Minister Amit Shah has assured to look into their issues

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Imphal, June 25: Four legislators
of the National People's Party (NPP)
in Manipur who had resigned as
ministers a week ago submitted a
letter to Governor Najma Heptulla
Thursday, extending their support
to the government headed by Chief
Minister N Biren Singh.

NPP chief Conrad Sangma, who
arrived in Imphal in the morning
from Delhi, said the party MLAs will
also withdraw their resignation as
minister as senior BJP leader and
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
has assured to look into their issues.
He said they will be back as min-
isters, The four MLAs, accompanied
by Sangma and BJP's trouble-
shooter and Assam minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma, visited the
Raj Bhavan in the afternoon to sub-
mit letter of support to the BJP-led
government.

"A delegation of National People's
Party led by Shri @SangmaConrad
alongwith Shri @himantabiswa
called on me and all the 4 MLAs gave
their letter of support to BJP led
Government in the State of
Manipur," Heptulla tweeted. They
met Biren Singh at Chief Minister's
Secretariat here just after meeting
the governor,

Sangma, who is also the chief
minister of Meghalaya, said they
were given a patient hearing at
their meetings with Shah and BJP
chief JP Nadda in Delhi on

Wednesday, and their concerns
were addressed. "We had meetings
with Nadda and Shah, and we ex-
pressed all our grievances and con-
cerns we had as a part of this al-
liance,” Sangma told reporters
outside the airport.

"Both the leaders understood
and assured us that all the issues
will be addressed and taken care of”
he said. Shah and Nadda assured
that they will personally look into
the issues and on the basis of that
the ministers have decided to with-
draw their resignations, he said.

Himanta Biswa Sarma, BJP's
trouble-shooter and convenor of
the North East Democratic Alliance
which comprises of the BJP and its
allies in the Northeastern states,
took the NPP delegation for a meet-
ing with Shah on Wednesday as
the Manipur government plunged
into a crisis after the rebellion of
nine MLAs on June 17. They later
met BJP president Nadda.

While the four ministers from
the NPP quit the government, three
BJP MLAs resigned from the party
and the assembly. Further, the lone
Trinamool Congress MLA and an
Independent legislator withdrew
their support from the BJP-led gov-
ernment.

Deputy Chief Minister Y
Joykumar had said he and his three
NPP colleagues quit the BJP-led
government because of the treat-
ment they received. Besides
Joykumar, Tribal and Hills Area
Development Minister N Kavishii,
Youth Affairs and Sports Minister
Letpac Haokip, and Health and
Family Welfare Minister L Jayanta
Kumar Singh had stepped down.

As the uncertainty continued,
opposition Congress swung into
action and roped in the disgrun-
tled MLAs to form an alliance -
Secular Progressive Front (SPF) -
-with the hope of installing a gov-
ernment in the state under the lead-
ership of former chief minister
[bobi Singh. Asked about the SPF,
Sangma said, "Obviously we will
withdraw from that."

"Tt gives us a lot of confidence that
the two national leaders will be
looking into the affairs of the state,"
he added. Sangma said there will be
some changes in the portfolios but
all the four NPP MLAs will con-
tinue as ministers. After the 2017 as-
sembly polls, the BJP had formed
a coalition government with the
help of the NPP and others,
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Lucknow, June 25: The elephant
population has grown in Uttar
Pradesh. The state forest depart-
ment which carried out a census
for elephants, has recorded 352
elephants in the state.
According todata, 149 elephants
are in Dudhwa Tiger Reserve, 82
in Amangarh Tiger Reserve, 103 in
the Bijnor range, 103 in Shivalik for-
est range, and 18 elephants were
found in the Saharanpur region.

Aceording to the last census,
which was carried out in 2017,
only 232 elephants were found in
the five state reserves, This means

that the elephant population
has grown by 120 in three years.
The latest census was carried out
in three phases after three years
in coordination with the au-
thorities of Uttarakhand. While
Uttarakhand also conducted a
census using drones for the first
time, Uttar Pradesh has not
adopted the technique yet, The
conservator of the Uttar Pradesh
Forest Department Mukesh
Kumar confirmed the census
figures,

Safeguarding the
secular democratic
fabric of the country is
as important as
defending her borders

PARKASH SINGH BADAL I

APP FOR BLOOD SERVICES

A mobile application that would
enable people to access safe
blood easily, especially during
the corona pandemic, was
launched by Union Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan Thursday
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BJP slams Cong on Emergency anniv

While Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who has often
criticised Congress for imposing Emergency in 1975, made no
mention of the party in his tweet but lauded the people who
fought against it, Home Minister Amit Shah and other BJP
leaders launched a broadside against the Congress

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 25: Senior BJP
leaders slammed the Congress on
the 45th anniversary of Emergency
Thursday, alleging it still suffered
from the "Emergency mindset” and
the interests of "one family" pre-
vailed over those of the party and
the country.

While Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who has often criticised
Congress for imposing Emergency
in 1975, made no mention of the
party in his tweet but lauded the peo-
ple who fought against it, Home
Minister Amit Shah and other BJP
leaders launched a broadside against
the Congress.

Modi said the sacrifice of people
who fﬂught for demﬂcracy and suf-

fered torture during Emergency
will never be forgotten by the coun-
tryv. Shah said the interests of "one
family" prevailed over the party
and national interests, and ques-
tioned why the "Emergency mind-
set” still remained in the Congress.
He said the "sad truth" was that
leaders were feeling suffocated in
the Congress.

"On this day, 45 years ago one
family's greed for power led to the
imposition of the Emergency.
Dvernight the natin::n was turned

Sivan hails reform

In space sector

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 25: Allowing
private sector to carry ouf space ac-
tivities like building of rockets,
satellites and providing launch
services is a major reform, ISRO
chief K Sivan said Thursday.

The Cabinet Wednesday approved
participation of the private sector
in the entire range of space activi-
ties, including planetary exploration
missions. Terming this a "major re-
form”, Sivan said the private sec-
tor can also be part of the inter-
planetary missions of the Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO).

"The private sector will be enable
to carry out space activities like
building of rockets, satellites, pro-
viding launch services on a com-
mercial basis. "The private sector
can also be part of interplanetary
missions of ISRO. This is being
planned to be done through an-
nouncement of opportunities,” he
said in an online briefing,

He, however, added that ISRO's
activities are not going to reduce
and it will continue to carry out
space-based activities including
advanced research and develop-
ment, inter-planetary and human
space flight missions.

When asked whether policy for-
eign private players will be allowed,
Sivan said that a decision on this
is vet to be taken. Unlike many
countries in the West, where civil-
ian space activities like launching
satellites are opened up for private
players, it remained closed in India.
However, with this decision, it is
likely to change.

Sivan said the Indian National
Space Promotion and Authorisation
Centre (In-Space) has been created
under the Departinent of Space as
a separate vertical for taking in-
dependent decisions with respect
to permitting and regulating space
activities of the private sector.

The Cabinet
Wednesday approved
participation of the
private sector in the
entire range of
space activities,

including planetary
exploration missions

He said the move will not only en-
able accelerated growth of the
space sector, but will also help the
Indian industry play a major role
in the global space economy. The
current global space economy is
pegeed at USD 360 billion, while the
Indian space economy is estimated
to be around USD 7 billion.

"This is going to be a major sys-
tem and reform in the Department
of Space. In-Space will have its
own directorates for technical,
legal safety and security, activity pro-
motion as well as for monitoring
purposes so that they can take an
independent decision,” Sivan said.

The In-Space board will also
have members of the industry, ac-
ademia and the government. It will
take six months for the system to
take shape.

"Private companies can directly
apply to In-Space which will in-
dependently evaluate and process
the application. Once In-Space
gives the decisions, it will be bind-
ing on all stakeholders, either pri-
vate people or ISRO," Sivan said.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Lucknow, June 25: Children who
got infected with the coronavirus and
have been admitted to COVID hos-
pitals, are posing a 'clinical challenge'
to doctors and other health work-
ers. Most of them complain of anx-
iety, distress, and fear. Petrified by
the PPE suits of health workers,
they scream "bhoot”.

Children cannot understand the
need for isolation and hence, he-
come irritable and do not cooperate
with health workers. "In many cases
now, we are allowing one parent to
remain with the child if the latter
creates problems. The parent is re-

| quired to adhere to all safety pro-

ANXIETY AND LONELINESS

TREATING KIDS WITH CORONA A CHALLENGE

tocols including wearing PPE kits.
However, some children get scared
seeing us move around in PPE Kits,"
said a senior doctor at the KGMU.

According to a doctor in
Prayagra), most children admitted
in COVID hospitals experience anx-
iety, loneliness, distress, and fear.
Many of them get petrified seen
people move around in PPE suits.

"They scream thinking that we
are all bhoot’. They also cannot un-
derstand why they cannot be with
their family. The atmosphere in the
isolation ward creates fear and lone-
liness. The absence of parents and
siblings adds to the distress
factor,” he said.

Citing the example of a four-
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year-boy who was admitted after
testing Corona positive, the doctor
said that the child developed fever
within hours of being admitted to
the hospital. "We realized that he was
deeply distressed in the atmosphere
where everyone was moving around
in PPE suits. We asked the nurse at-

tending to him to get him to make
video calls to his parents and sib-
lings as many times as he wanted.
A day later, his fever came down and
the child seemed more comfort-
able. We explained to him the need
for remaining isolated due to the
virus and he gradually accepted
the situation,” the doctor said.

In another case -- that of a three-
year-old - the doctors had to allow
the patient's mother to remain with
him because the child was
inconsolable,

"The mother of the child was
also a doctor and she understood the
protocols,” the doctor said.

In at least two cases in Lucknow
where the "little human" suffered

trauma after being admitted, the
doctors had to provide them pro-
fessional counselling.

Child counsellors were called in
and they interacted with the chil-
dren for hours, tryving to convince
them about the need for isolation.
It took almost two to three days to
help the kids get rid of the
distress factor.

Some hospitals in the state are
now providing juvenile patients
with toys, games and even colour-
ing books to keep them entertained.

Some NGOs have sent toys and
hospital authorities are also re-
questing others to provide some
games for children admitted
in wards.

into a prison. The press, courts,
free speech...all were trampled over.
Atrocities were committed on the
poor and downirodden,” he said in
a series of tweets.

Former Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi had imposed Emergency,
which suspended civil rights and
elections, on June 25, 1975, and it con-
tinued till March 21, 1977. Opposition
leaders and some even belonging to
the Congress who were seen to be
opposed Gandhi's style of gover-
nance were put behind bars. Shah
said due to the efforts of lakhs of
people, the Emergency was lifted,
democracy was restored in India but
it remained absent in the Congress.

"The interests of one family pre-
vailed over party's interests and
national interests. This sorry state
of affairs thrives in today's Congress
too!" he said. Referring to a recent
Congress Working Committee
(CWC) meeting, Shah said senior
and younger members raised a few
issues but they were shouted down.
He said a Congress spokesperson
was unceremoniously sacked.

Woman kills
daughter, self

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Palghar (Maharashira), June 25:
A 30-year-old tribal woman al-
legedly killed her minor daughter_é
and later hanged herself froma tree
in the forests on the outskirts of
Jawhar, around 160 km north of
Mumbai, the police said Thursday:

According to investigating of-
ficer Appasaheb Lengare, no sui-
cide note was found. The woman
was missing along with her daugh-
ter since the last three days.
[dentified as Mangala Wagh, the
woman first hanged her daugh-
ter with her sari and then herself
from a tree near a hillock, around
1 km on the outskirts of the
Deragaon village, Lengare said.

She left behind her husband
Dilip Wagh and another 7-vear
old daughter when she walked
out of their hutment on June 22
along with the vounger daughter,
3-vear old Roshni. According to
the locals, Dilip Wagh wasa brick
kiln Iabourer and was mostly job-
less due to the lockdown, and the
family lived in dire poverty

"The Sarpanch informed us
after some tribals discovered the
two bodies hanging from the tree.
The bodies have been sent for au-
topsy and further investigations
are on," said Lengare.

HYD COP HELD
FOR RAPE

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Hyderabad, June 25: A consta-
ble of Hyderabad police was ar-
rested Thursday for sexually as-
saulting a 12-vear-old girl.

The constable, identified as V.S.
Umesh, had allegedly raped the
minor, said to be his distant rela-
tive, after luring her to his house.

The incident reportedly oc-
curred in Bowenpalli police station
limits two months ago during lock-
down but the victim's family only
approached the police on Thursday.

The 33-year-old, who was re-
siding next to the victim's house
in Sikh village, committed the
crime when the girl was alone.

Hyderabad Police Commissioner
Anjani Kumar announced the ar-
rest. "None 1s above law. We had to
arrest a constable of Ramgopalpet
who molested a girl. He is being sent
to jail. I feel ashamed that there are
such black sheep in our depart-
ment," the police chief tweeted.

Basing on the victim's state-
ment, police booked the consta-
ble under Indian Penal Code's sec-
tion 376 (3) (rape of a minor) and
506 (criminal intimidation) and
also Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.

The victim's mother first brought ==

the issue to the notice of Balala £

Hakkula Sangham, an NGO. Balala ¢

Hakkula Sangham honorary
President Achyuta Rao said that they
informed Additional Commissioner
of Police Shikha Goel, whoalerted
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(North Zone).
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A7 pAK EXPRESSES REGRET OVER US REPORT

Iit's very likely |

that I'll go to ~
Washington r ;
and meet with Iy, e
President Trump,

and that'll be spon

b .F:.r
‘ aLTa H
ANDRES MANUEL LOPEZ

OBRADOR | MEXICAN PRESIDENT

| want to
‘ achieve
equality and

justice for Black
people

IMARN AYTON | UK
ACTIVIST

We need all
‘ governments

to show
greater solidarity
and provide
support, to & :
developing Ll
countries most of all, to tackle illicit
drug trafficking and offer evidence-
based services for drug use
disorders and related diseases, so
we can achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals, promote
justice and leave no one behind

GHADA WALY | EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR THE
UN OFFICE ON DRUGS AND CRIME

SHORT TAKES

B Nepal, US discuss
to boost ties

Washington,/Kathmandu: U5
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo and his Nepalese
counterpart Pradeep Gyawali
have reviewed their bilateral
ties, including the ongoing
cooperation to address the
COVID-19 pandemic. State
Department spokesperson
Morgan Ortagus said that
during the phone call on
Wednesday, the two leaders
reviewed the USD 7.3 million
COVID-19 aid that the US has
provided to Nepal, building
on the USD 600 million in
health programming
assistance that Washington
has provided to Kathmandu
over the past two decades.
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B Earthquake hits
eastern Turkey

Ankara: A moderately strong
earthquake hit southeast
Turkey on Thursday, causing
damage to some homes and
slightly injuring five people.
The 5.4-magnitude quake
struck the town of Ozalp, in
Van province, near Turkey's
border with Iran, at a depth of
6.9 kilometers, Turkey's
Disaster and Emergency
Management Presidency said.

B Goh retires
from politics

Singapore: Singapore's
former Prime Minister Goh
Chok Tong on Thursday
announced that he is retiring
from politics and will not run
in the upcoming general
elections, after having served
as a parliament member for
over 40 years.

B Britons can go
on holiday now

London: Britons will
reportedly be able to holiday
in a number of European
destinations, including
France, Italy and Spain, from
next week, but travel to the
US and South America will
not be permitted until at
least December, media
reports said Thursday.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson
will allegedly give the go-
ahead for foreign holidays on
June 29, with air bridges to 10
countries in Europe set to be
announced, the Metro
newspaper reported.
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B New curbs

Bangkok: Coronavirus case
numbers are rising to dire
new levels in several US
states and around the
world, potentially wiping
out two months of progress
in fighting the pandemic
and prompting governments
and businesses to impose
new restrictions. Alarmed,
some states are moving to
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AGENCIES

Islamabad, June 25: Pakistan
Thursday expressed its disap-
pointment over the US State
Department's report which de-
scribed the country as a "safe har-
bar" for regionally-focused terror-
ist groups.

The State Department, in its
Congressional-mandated 2019
Country Reports on Terrorism,
said Wednesday that Pakistan re-
mained a "safe harbor" for region-
ally-focused terrorist groups and
that the suspension of US aid to
the country remained in effect
throughout 2019. "Pakistan is fully
aware of its responsibilities as a sov-
ereign state. We reject any insinu-
ation about any safe haven. Pakistan
will not allow any group or entity
to use its territory against any
country” the Foreign Office said,
commenting on the report.

It said the report was “self-con-
tradictory and selective in its char-

PIA grounds
150 pilots with
dubious licences

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, June 25: Cash-
strapped Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) Thursday an-
nounced that it has grounded 150
pilots with "dubious licenses", a day
after the preliminary probe re-
part of the Karachi plane crash
blamed the pilots and the air traf-
fic control for the tragedy that
killed 97 people.

“Grounding so many pilots will
affect the PIA flight operation,” the
spokesperson for the national car-
rier said, adding that they have al-
ready dismissed six pilots with
fake degrees. Those pilots who get
their licenses verified will be al-
lowed back on duty, Geo News
quoted the PIA spokesperson as
saying.

The national flag carrier on
Thursday said it has grounded
150 pilots with "dubious licenses”,
a day after the report of the plane
crash blamed the pilots and the air
traffic control (ATC) for the inci-

dent, the report added. "We have
asked the Civil Aviation Authority
to send the list of the remaining
licenses,” the spokesperson said.
“We acknowledge the report and
are working on making our stan-
dard better.,”

In a letter to the Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA), PIA chairman
requested the aviation authority
for details of the remaining pi-
lots with dubious and fake com-
mercial licenses. “Action will be
taken against all those pilots with
fake licenses,” PIA chairman
said, adding they will take all
the necessary steps to make the
commercial operation safe,

acterization of Pakistan's efforts
for countering terrorism and ter-
rorist financing.” While the report
recognizes that al-Qaeda has been
seriously degraded in the region, it
neglects to mention Pakistan's cru-
cial role in decimating the terror
group's network, thereby dimin-
ishing the threat that the terrorist
aroup once posed to the world, the
FO said.

"Similarly, the report acknowl-
edges the sharp decrease in the in-
cidence of terrorist attacks in
Pakistan but neglects to explain

i The
~s== outbreak of

coronavirus in
Palestine came earlier
than we expected.
However, the situation
is still under control

MOHAMMED ISHTAYE |
PALESTINIAN PRIME MINISTER
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Pak in FATF list vindicates India's position: MEA

NEW DELHI: India Thursday said Pakistan's continution in the "grey list" of global
terror financing watchdog, FATF, vindicated its position that the country has not
taken any appropriate action against terror networks operation from its soil. It vin-
dicated our position that Pakistan has not taken appropriate action against terror
outfits, MEA Spokesperson Anurag Srivastava said during an online media briefing.
FATF on Wednesday decided to keep Pakistan in the "grey list" as it has failed to
check flow of money to terror groups like the LeT and the JeM. The decision was
taken at the Financial Action Task Force's third and final plenary held virtually due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. On the Trump administration’s decision to suspend H1B
visas, Srivastava said India is assessing its impact on Indian industry.

that this was only possible because
Pakistan's resolute counter-ter-
rorism operations have targeted
proscribed groups and outfits with-
out discrimination,” it added.
The FO said that Pakistan was
still facing the threat of terrorism
from externally based and foreign
sponsored groups, like the TTPR,
ISIS-K and others and pointed out
that the report was either silent or
vague on the origins and locations
of these terrorist groups. The UN
1267 Sanctions Committee desig-

nated Jaish-e-Mohammed founder
Masood Azhar as a global terrorist
in May last year, slapping an arms
embargo, asset freeze and travel
ban on him, 10 yvears after India’s
first move to have him blacklisted
at the UN. Meanwhile, Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan
Thursday called slain al Qaeda
chief and 9/11 mastermind Osama
bin Laden a "shaheed” (martyr)
and said that Islamabad faced "em-
barrassment” by taking part in
America's war on terror.

ACT OF KINDNESS

Local fishermen help ethnic-Rohingya people as they arrive on Lancok Beach, North Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday e

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

London, June 25: The COVID-
19 pandemic mayv lead to 95,000 ad-
ditional tuberculosis (TB) deaths
in India in five years due to dis-
ruptions to health services, and
delays to diag-
nosis and treat-
ment, according
to new estimates
published in the
European
Respiratory
Journal.
Researchers from the London
School of Hygiene & Tropical
Medicine (LSHTM) and Lancaster
University in England estimated
additional TB deaths and cases in
China, India and South Africa

i

COVID may lead to 95K
extra TB deaths in India

Pandemic could result in decreased TB clinic attendance,
delayed diagnosis and treatment

1is =

over the next five years. They ex-
amined the impact of various re-
ductions in social contacts and im-
pacts on health services due to
COVID-19. The researchers hy-
pothesised that social distancing
might reduce TB incidence as
Mycobacterium tu-
berculosis, the bac-
teria which causes
the disease, is trans-
mitted via droplets
in the air - similar
to the coronavirus.
However, even after taking into ac-
count this potential reduced TB
transmission, the most likely sce-
nario was estimated to result in
more than 9,000 additional deaths
in India, 6,000 in China and 13,000
in South Africa.

EIFFEL TOWER REOPENS

The Eiffel Tower Thursday welcomed
back visitors after the coronavirus
outbreak forced the Paris landmark
into its longest period out of action
since World War Two. Strict hygiene
and safety measures have been put
in place for the re-opening
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Boris terms Sino-Indian
standoff ‘very serious’

AGENCIES

London, June 25: British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson has called
on India and China to engage in di-
alogue to sort out their border is-
sues as he described the escala-
tion in eastern Ladakh as “a very
serious and worrying situation”
which the UK is closely monitoring.

The first official statement of

Johnson came during his weekly
Prime Minister's Questions (PMQs)
in the House of Commons here
Wednesday

Responding to Conservative
Party MP Flick Drummond on
the implications for British in-
terests of a dispute between a
“Commonwealth member and the

plementation of the previously
agreed understanding on disen-
gagement of troops from standoff
points in eastern Ladakh would
help ensure peace and tranquil-
lity in the border areas.

During the diplomatic talks be-
tween India and China, the situation
in the region was discussed in de-

world's largest tail and the Indian side
democracy on the . conveyed its concerns
one side, Ell}‘iﬂ a state ThE |I'IC|IE.I'I Ell'ld over t}he violent face-
m‘? chall?nfes our Chinese armies are gff ir;f#wa;}fa&}g
racy on theother,,  €Ngagedinthe iy verconnel vere
h;g?fscri!ﬂed fhte es- Standoff in Pangong kJJlTehd utéﬂﬂgse r::lashﬁem
Eadallgllll;g Egsvgll‘; TSD' Galwan VE."E}P', in tie mvil?irset of
serious and wor- Demchok and le}gcalati&llg tension
rying situation”, - tween the two coun-
which the UK is D&Ulﬂt BEQ DldlE in tries following the
"monitoring eastern Ladakh  violent clashes in
closely". Galwan Valley June

“Perhaps the best 15. The Indian and

thingI can say... isthat we areen-
couraging both parties to engage
in dialogue on the issues on the
border and sort it out between
them,” the Prime Minister said.
In a statement in New Delhi on
Wednesday; the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said India and China
have agreed that expeditious im-

Chinese armies are engaged in
the standoff in Pangong Tso,
(Galwan Valley, Demchok and
Daulat Beg Oldie in eastern
Ladakh. A sizable number of
Chinese Army personnel even
transgressed into the Indian side
of the de-facto border in several

areas including Pangong Tso.
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US doubles hounty on new ISIS chief

Washington: The United States has doubled the bounty to USD 10
million for information leading to the capture of the Islamic State's
new leader Amir Muhammad 5a'id Abdal-Rahma al-Mawla. Al-Mawla
-- also known as Hajji Abdallah and Abu-*Umar al-Turkmani --
succeeded Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi following the latter's death in a US
military operation in October 2019. The Department of State's
Rewards for Justice Program on Wednesday increased its reward
from USD 5 million to USD 10 million for information leading to the
identification or location of al-Mawla. Born in Mosul, Iraq, in 1976,
al-Mawla was a senior terrorist leader in I1SIS' predecessor
organization, al-Qaeda in Iraq, and steadily rose through the ranks to
assume a senior leadership role as the I5IS deputy leader.

Russia begins voting amid nCoV

Some voters said Putin
had earlier suggested this
term would be his last as

president and accused
him of a U-turn. Others
said Putin had earned the

right to run again
REUTERS

Moscow, June 25: Russians began
casting ballots Thursday in a vote
that could clear the way for President
Vladimir Putin to stay in the
Kremlin until 2036 if re-elected, a
process that critics say is a consti-
tutional coup.

Some election officials wore
full protective suits, gloves and
masks, and took voters’ temper-
atures as seven days of voting
got under way across the world's
largest country.

Opponents have complained about
the safety of voting during the
COVID-19 pandemic and about pos-

sible fraud, and have said the 67-
vear-old former KGB officer, who
has ruled as president or prime
minister since 1999, has been in
power too long. Russia has reported
over 600,000 COVID-19 cases, and
there are thousands of new infeetions
daily, but authorities say the novel
coronavirus is in retreat and that
safety precautions are being taken
for the vote. If, as expected, the con-
stitutional changes are approved,
Putin will be eligible to run for two
more back-to-back six-vear terms
after his current one expires in

MANY PEOPLE UNAWARE OF PANDEMIC

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Johannesburg, June 25: A half-year
into the most momentous pandemic
in decades, it's hard to imagine that
anyone, anywhere has not heard
of the coronavirus.

But scores of migrants arriving
in Somalia tell United Nations work-
ers every day that they are unaware
of COVID-19. Monitors for the UN
migration agency interview peo-
ple at the border in Somalia, a cross-
roads on one of the world's most dan-
gerous migration routes: across
the Red Sea with traffickers, through
war-ravaged Yemen and into rich
Gulf countries.

The questions for migrants are
simple. Origin? Destination? Why
are you going? But after the first in-
fections were confirmed in Somalia,

In the week ending June 20, just
over half —51 per cent —of the 3,471
people tracked said they had never
heard of COVID-19. “The first time
I'saw this I'was also very shocked,”
Celeste Sanchez Bean, a program
manager with the UN agency based
in Somalia's capital, Mogadishu,
told The Associated Press.

The findings, little more than a
line in the agency's reports, area re-
minder of the huge challenges in
reaching everyone in the world
with information about the pan-
demic, much less getting them to
wear face masks. The migrants are
often young men from rural parts
of neighboring Ethiopia. Most have
no education, and some are from
communities where internet ac-
cess is low, Bean said. She doubted
that anything had been lost in trans-

grants were not even aware that a
war was being waged in Yemen,
the next step on their journey, she
said. With that in mind, “I'm not
super shocked that levels of aware-
ness of the coronavirus are still

B Scores of
migrants arriving
in Somalia tell
United Nations
workers every
day that they are
unaware of

q COVID-19
'} g Somalia, with one

of the world's
weakest health
systems, now
has more than
2,800 cases

19 has been dropping over the dozen
weeks that the question has been
asked, down from 88 per cent at the
start.

Anyone who is unaware of the
coronavirus is given a short ex-

and preventative measures. What
worries Bean now are the findings
of a new project mapping the mi-
grant route through Somalia, a
country destabilized by decades of
conflict, and merging it with epi-
demiological data showing coron-
avirus infections,

Lack of awareness about COVID-
19 isn't limited to the migrants.
“I've heard of something that
sounds like that name, but we don't
have it here,” Fatima Moalin, a
resident of Sakow town in south-
ern Somalia, told the AP when
reached by phone.

A recent assessment by the UN.
migration agency of displaced peo-
ple in Somalia's breakaway region
of Somaliland found “very high” lev-
els of misunderstanding, with some
people confusing COVID-19witha

2024, Putin says he has yet to decide
whether to run. Critics say he in-
tends to cling to power. Others be-
lieve he is keeping his options open
to avoid becoming a lame duck.

Some voters said Putin had ear-
lier suggested this term would be
his last as president and accused him
of a U-turn. Others said Putin had
earned the right to run again.

The vote is on a large bundle of
constitutional changes, already ap-
proved by parliament and the
Constitutional Court, which the
Kremlin says are needed to
strengthen the role of parliament,
improve social policy, and lock
in stability.

With state media supporting
Putin, and the president facing no
immediate threat from a divided
opposition, the vote is expected to
go his way despite rising unem-
ployment and the economic impact
of the coronavirus outbreak. The
central bank forecasts a 4%-6%
GDPF drop this year, while the
International Monetary Fund proj-
ects a4 6.6% decline.

Pak to convert
locusts into fertilizers

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Islamabad, June 25; The Pakistan
government has decided to convert
locust swarms, which have been
described by some as a bigger
threat than the coronavirus pan-
demic, into fertilisers with the
help of communities, a media re-
port said Thursday

The Ministry of National Food
Security and Research (NFS&R)
has proposed that locusts collec-
tion will be incentivised through
community mobilisation to con-
trol the hoppers at the grass-root
level, according to an official
statement issued Wednesday. "
Initially, locust will be unruffled
through community mobilisa-
tion under the incentivised
scheme," it added. Professionals
will also be involved from re-

P, = e a new one was added: How many lation. “We've been interviewing very low" planation of the pandemic, in- mosquito-borne disease or thinking search, extension, academia and
Sty abtaed people in your group are aware of  migrants for many years,” she said. Instead, she's heartened thatthe  cluding how the virus is contracted  a key symptom of the respiratory civil society in compost process-
et el | the coronavirus? In past interviews, many mi- numberof those unawareof COVID-  and descriptions of the symptoms  disease was diarrhea. Ing activities,
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We extend our support to
the government to make
India self-reliant in the face of the
recent tiff with China, but we
should also keep in mind that we
depend on China for a lot of key
raw materials

SHARAD KUMAR SARAF | PRESIDENT, FEDERATION OF
INDIAN EXPORT ORGANISATIONS
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‘STANDOFF A WAKE-UP
CALL FOR INDUSTRY’

The India-China standoff in Galwan
Valley is a ‘wake-up call’ for the
Indian companies to introspect and
take actions to become more
competitive globally, top industry
body Cll said Thursday

b

wards Indian clients takes into ac-
count all types of funds of Indian
customers at Swiss banks, in-
cluding deposits from individu-

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA crore) through fiduciaries or
trusts; and CHF 254 million (Rs
1,900 crore) as 'other amounts

due to customers' in form of se-

This marks the
2nd cnnsecutive

] dl ’
n anS New Delhi/Zurich, June 25:
Funds parked by Indian individ-

‘ ;T;?:;TD ¢ uals and enterprises in Swiss Dx te fund curitiesand various financial in- ~ als, banks and enterprises. This
grow at least I I Ione ln banks, including through India- ' aggredate munas struments. includes data for branches of
by 30% in the year based branches, fell nearly 6% 2 of Indian clients, All the four components de-  Swiss banks in India, asalso non-
2020-21. But the in 2019 to 899 million Swiss francs tak th f' clined during 2019. dEpDS}t liab ﬂltles_. N
pandemic and i (Rs 6,625 crore), annual data from Ing the nigure These are official figures re- Indian and Swiss authorities
lockdown has WlS S S Switzerland's central bank showed to the 3rd lowest ported by banksto SNBanddonot  have earlier said that a more
changed all that...projection for the Thursday. | ] ore th indicate the quantumof themuch- reliable measure for deposits
full year right now | think would be This marks the second con- €veEl in mor al gebated alleged black money held by Indian Individuals in Swiss
a wishful thinking, it cannot be 0 secutive yvear of decline in ag- three decades by Indians in Switzerland. These  banks is given by the Tocational
based on any facts S um S 0 gregate funds of Indian clients figures also do not include the banking statistics' of the Bank
KSHITU JAIN | with all Swiss banks, taking compiling the data. clientsat theend of 2019, included ~ money that Indians, NRIsoroth- ~ for International Settlement
MD AND CEO, EXIDE LIFE INSURANCE the figure to the third lowest The total amount of CHF 899.46  CHF 550 million (over34,000 crore)  ers might have in Swiss banks  (BIS), which showed a marginal
e 2 019 level in more than three decades  million, described by SNBasag-  of customer deposits; CHF 88  innamesof third-country entities.  increase of 0.07 per cent in 2019
ln since 1987 when the Swiss  gregate Tiabilities' of Swissbanks million (Rs 650 crore) held via According to SNB, its datafor  to USD 90.6 million (nearly 3646
National Bank (SNB) began or 'amounts due to’ their Indian  other banks; 7.4 million (Rs 50 ‘'total liabilities' of Swissbanksto-  crore).

The COVID-19 o
‘ crisis has
highlighted
the weaknesses and ¢
the strengths of 4
India’s large
businesses. Now ‘
executives have an opportunity to
make changes that will see their
companies through the downturn
and position them for long-term
success

RAJAT DHAWAN |
SENIOR PARTHER, MCKINSEY & COMPANY

One thing is
‘ certain that
hygiene and

safety will be a key
differentiator in the

post-pandemic g !
restaurant
operations. With various agencies

of the government releasing their
own version of SOPs, we felt that it
is important that NRAI releases its
own set of comprehensive
guidelines

ANURAG KATRIAR | PRESIDENT, NRAI

SHORT TAKES

A Ampersand to
train teachers

New Delhi: Ampersand
Group, an end-to-end school
management services
provider, has partnered with
Jammu and Kashmir
government's Samagra
Shiksha programme, under
which it will provide online
training to teachers. This is
also the first time that a
project on this scale has been
initiated by any the
government with the private
industry to train teachers
amidst the COVID-19
pandemic, Ampersand Group
said in a release.

B PFC sanctions
over 71L cr loans

New Delhi: State-owned Power
Finance Corporation (PFC)
Thursday said it sanctioned
loans over 71 lakh crore for
power projects during the
2019-20 financial year. Out of
the 71 lakh crore, it
successfully disbursed 768,000
crore loans during the last
financial year, PFC said ina
statement. PFC, under the
administrative control of the
Ministry of Power, is the
largest non-banking financial
corporation (NBFC) in power
sector in India.
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M Fitch upgrades
RIL’s rating

New Delhi: Fitch Ratings
Thursday said it has
upgraded Reliance Industries
Ltd's rating to 'BBB+' from
‘BBB’ as the company's
financial profile has improved
following sale of nearly 25%
stake in Jio and 753,124 crore
equity raise, "Fitch Ratings
has upgraded India-based
RIL's long-term local-
currency issuer default rating
(IDR) to "BEB+' from "BBB'.
The Qutlook is Stable,” the
ratings agency said ina
statement.

B Samsung, Servify
join hands

New Delhi: Samsung India
Thursday said it has
partnered with Servify to
launch Samsung Care+ that
will provide protection
service for newly purchased
Galaxy smartphones.
Samsung Care+, powered by
Servify, offers consumers a
range of benefits to
safeguard their Galaxy
smartphones against any
accidental, physical and
liquid damage as well as
technical or mechanical
failure, a statement said.

Sebi relaxes pricing norms for  H1UL to remove Fair
from ‘Fair & Lovely’

The company said it will continue to evolve its
advertising, to feature women of different skin tones,
representative of the variety of beauty across India

AGENCIES

New Delhi, June 25: Making it eas-
ier for corporates to raise funds
amid the coronavirus pandemic,
Sebi Thursday decided to relax
the pricing methodology for pref-
erential issuance of shares, and ap-
proved certain changes in norms
for acquisition of shares through
open offer,

The regulator’s board, during its
meeting Thursday, also cleared
amendments to insider trading reg-
ulations and decided to streamline
settlement regulations to make pro-
cedures faster and more effective. Sebi
has decided to allow acquisition of
shares through stock exchange set-
tlement process by way of bulk or
block deals during an open offer
subject to certain conditions.

Experts opined that changes in
the pricing guidelines for prefer-
ential issues would help promoters
and investors to infuse funds into
companies that are facing various
challenges due to the pandemic.

Providing a "temporary” relax-
ation, Sebi said there would be an
additional option for pricing method-
ology with respect to preferential
issues. In cases where the new op-

BlZ BUZZ

Pradhan joins as first FGM of Union Bank

Bhubaneswar: Ramakanta Pradhan took over the charge
as Field General Manager of Union Bank of India,
Bhubaneswar zone. After amalgamation of Andhra Bank
and Corporation Bank, the Union Bank of India has
completed its reorganisation process for rollout
administrative structure. Under Bhubaneswar Zone, 6
Regional Offices such as Bhubaneswar, Cuttack,
Berhampur, Sambalpur, Rayagada and Balasore were
rolled out. The amalgamated Union Bank has 373 branches and 408 ATMs
in the state. The total business of the Bhubaneswar zone is about 741,000
crore. Under the new set up there will be Central Loan Processing Centers
(CPC) at different locations for MSME, Agriculture and Retail loans.
Customers of all the 3 amalgamated Banks will get all types of services
from any of the Branches of the amalgamated entity.

Google Imngs in new features

for small businesses

New Delhi: Google India Thursday announced a : 4
slew of new products and initiatives for small enterprises tu help them to
recover and rebuild their business amid the COVID-19 pandemic by going
digital. It has launched 'Grow with Google Small Business hub' in India that
will serve as a single destination for all small businesses to get access to
all the products and tools they need to go digital, maintain business
continuity and get access to helpful resources like quick help videos and
support pages to learn digital skills, a statement said. This will soon be
made available in Hindi as well, it added. To help these businesses start
using digital payments, Google has also introduced new features on
Google My Business app and Google Pay for Business.
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Many deals were stuck
on pricing misalignment
between regulatory

minimum and current
market conditions. This
amendment will pave the
way for many of these
transactions and help in
liguidity situation for
several companies

BHAVIN SHAH | PARTNER AND LEADER,
FINANCIAL SERVICES TAX, PWC INDIA

tion 1s exercised, there would be
the requirement of three-vear lock-
in period for such shares. Ina state-
ment issued after the board meeting,
the regulator said there have been
numerous representations from var-
ious stakeholders for temporarily lib-
eralising regulations relating to rais-
ingof capital from securities market.

The option in pricing would be

referential issues of listed cos

available for the preferential is-
sues made between July 1 or date
of notification of amendment to
the regulations, whichever is later,
and December 31.

Under this option, in case of fre-
quently traded shares, the price of
the equity shares to be allotted pur-
suant to the preferential issue should
not be less than higher of either of
two levels, One is the average of the
weekly high and low of the Volume
Weighted Average Price (VWAP) of
the related shares during the 12
weeks preceding the relevant date
or such average of the weekly high
and low of VWAP of shares dur-
ing the two weeks preceding the
relevant date. Bhavin Shah, Partner
and Leader Financial Services Tax
at PwC India, said the much awaited
change in pricing guidelines would
cheer promoters as well as investors.

Yash Ashar, Partner & Head at
Cyril Amarchand Mangaldas said
additional condition that those
who participate in preferential is-
suance under the revised formula
would be locked in for a three
vears is "primarily intended to
benefit the promoters of the com-
pany as otherwise they would have
had to pay a much higher price”.
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POST NEWS NETWDRH

Bhubaneswar/Lanjigarh, June
25: Vedanta Limited's, flagship
project ‘Nand Ghar’ rolled out e-
learning modules for home-school-
ing through WhatsApp groups
across villages of Odisha. The e-
learning module was also rolled
out in Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan.

[t consists of stories, games,
rhymes, home-based activities,
moral science lessons and more
for children below six vears of age.
In Odisha, a WhatsApp group was
formed to connect parents of the
children studying in 25 Nand Ghars
located at Kalahandi distriet for
sharing the Arunima e-learning
curriculum. Till date, around 50
families are connected through
this initiative and are regularly
supplied with the e-content so that
parents can educate children by
showing videos.

Vedanta has also initiated IVRS

(Interactive Voice Response System)

AGENCIES

New Delhi, June 25: FMCG major
Hindustan Unilever Thursday said
it will get rid of the word 'Fair’
from its pl::rpular skin care brand
'Fair & Lovely', as part of a re-

hrandmg exercise in the wake of
growing voices against racial sterec-
types. The company said its other
skincare portfolio will also adopt
a new holistic vision towards beauty
that cares for everyone and cele-
brates all skin colours.

"Taking forward the brand’s
journey towards a more inclusive
vision of beauty, the company will
stop using the word 'Fair’ in the
brand name ‘Fair & Lovely'. The
new name is awaiting regulatory
approvals and we expect to change
the name in the next few months,”
Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL) said

for the beneficiaries without hav-
ing smart phones. Once developed,
this will be shared with families
which have feature phones. 374
families have been identified to
avall this facility.

Chairman of Vedanta Resources
Anil Agarwal said, “The spread of
COVID-19 pandemic leading to clo-
sure of schools and colleges has
affected billions of children and

in a statement.

As part of the rebranding, the
company will also be announcing
the new name for the Fair & Lovely'
Foundation, set up in 2003 to offer
scholarships to women to help
them pursue their education.

HUL Chairman and Managing
Director Sanjiv Mehta said that
“in addition to the changes to Fair
& Lovely, the rest of HUL's skincare
portfolio will also reflect the new
vision of positive beauty”.

“In 2019, we removed the camen
with two faces as well as the shade
guides from the packaging of Fair
& Lovely and the brand commu-
nication progressed from fairness
to glow which is a more holistic
and inclusive measure of healthy
skin,” he added.

These changes were very well
received by consumers, Mehta
claimed.

The new name is awaiting reg-
ulatory approvals and the pack
with the revised name will be avail-
able in the market in the next few
months, he said. cts' packs and
communication.

(Bl files charge sheet
against Rana Kapoor,
DHFL’s Wadhawans

AGENCIES

Mumbai, June 25: The Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
Thursday filed a charge sheet in
a court here against Yes Bank
founder Rana Kapoor and DHFL
co-founders Kapil and Dheeraj
Wadhawan for an alleged scam.

As per the central agency, in re-
turn for investment in DHFL
debentures by Yes Bank, com-
panies controlled by Kapoor and
his family members got undue
benefits,

The scam started between April
to June, 2018, when Yes Bank in-
vested 73,700 crore in short-term
debentures of the scam-hitDewan
Housing Finance CorporationLtd
(DHFL), the CBI has alleged.

In return, Wadhawans allegedly
"paid kickback of 7600 crore” in the
form of loans to DoIT Urban
Ventures (India) Pvt Lid, a firm con-
trolled by Kapoor's wife and daugh-
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Vedanta rolls out Nand Ghar
project across Vlllages In state

}r:nuth across the world. The higher
income families have access to tech-
nology and internet; however it is
the lower income families that are
bearing the brunt of the unprece-
dented pandemic. With the
Anganwadi centres closed at this
point, the need for uninterrupted
education of children remains our
priority. Thus, with an objective
that no child is bereft of education,
Nand Ghar has launched its e-learn-
ing modules through mobile

Vedanta project Nand Ghar has
already constructed more than 1,300
Nand Ghars across seven states in
India. The Nand Ghars are equipped
with televisions for e-learning,
solar panels for reliable power; safe
drinking water, and clean toilets
and have emerged as an ideal model
for replication in other parts of the
country. The project aims to trans-
form lives of 8.5 crore children
through 14 lakh anganwadis across
the country,

Strained relations may increase supply chain risks

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, June 25: Any poten-
tial escalation between India and
China could increase operational
and supply-chain risks in the cur-
rent economic backdrop, even as
economies look to recover from the
pandemic, brokerages have said
citing the recent border tension be-
tween the two countries.

The most affected sectors could
be auto, consumer durables, phar-
maceuticals, telecom, chemicals
and renewable power sector (Solar)
that seem to be the most dependent
in terms of sourcing from China.

According to an India strategy re-
port by Motilal Oswal Institutional
Equities, it would be difficult and
expensive for Indian firms in cer-
tain sectors to immediately find al-
ternative suppliers at the same
scale or costs.

This could create big problems for

| such companies who would not only

INDIA-CHINA STANDOFF

have to look quickly at alternate
source of supplies but also be ready
to add up costs at a time when the
COVID-19 has severely dented over-
all economic conditions and squeezed
demand in several sectors.

While Consumer Durables are
dependent on China for compo-
nents, Pharma is dependent for
API sourcing. Telecom is depend-

ent on China from a network stand-
point as well as for 4G smartphone
handsets as China caters to more
than 75% of the Indian handset de-
mand. Various sectors have mate-
rial inter-linkages with China and
form a critical part of the supply-
chain for many firms in India, the
report said.

"In the short-to-medium term,

THE MOST AFFECTED 5ECTORS
COULD BE AUTO, CONSUMER
DURABLES, PHARMACEUTICALS,
TELECOM, CHEMICALS AND
RENEWABLE POWER SECTOR

IT WILL BE EXPENSIVE FOR INDIAN
FIRMS IN CERTAIN SECTORS TO
FIND ALTERNATIVE SUPPLIERS AT
THE SAME SCALE OR COSTS,
REPORTS MOTILAL OSWAL
INSTITUTIONAL EQUITIES

we believe the deep inter-linkages
of several sectors preclude any
meaningful retaliation on the trade
front. However, as the world looks
to de-risk its supply-chain from
China given the back drop of the
COVID-19 pandemic, from a long-
term perspective, the need for em-
phasis on Indian Manufacturing
gets reinforced now, the brokerage
report has said.

In this regard, the government'’s
drive for self-dependence in var-
ious aspects (Atmanirbhar Bharat)
should bring the necessary change
that could sustain the changes in
market dynamics. “For sustained
change, however, we believe struc-
tural reforms encouraging man-
ufacturing (ease of doing busi-
ness, ease of compliance burden,
etc) and market reforms (land,
labour and capital) would augur

well to augment India's manu-

facturing competitiveness,” the
report said.
India’s growing linkage with

ters, it has claimed.

Aluminium assn urges
Centre to implement
RoDTEP scheme

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 25:
Aluminium Association of India
sought urgent intervention from
the Ministry of Finance and
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry to relieve the Aluminium
industry from the burden of high
taxes and duties and bolster global
competitiveness for the domestic
Aluminium industry.

In the letter, the association de-
manded urgent implementation
RoDTEP Scheme (Remission of
Duties or Taxes on Export
Products) for Indian Aluminium
industry on a priority basis to
make India’s Aluminium exports
competitive and create a level play-
ing field for Indian exporters vis-
a-vis global players in interna-
tional markets.

Jack Ma dethroned
as China’s richest
by Pony Ma

Pony Ma ‘
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Beijing, June 25: Internet giant
Tencent founder and CEO of Ma
Huateng (also knovn as Pony Ma),
worth $50 billion, has surpassed
Alibaba Co-Founder Jack Ma's
$48 billion fortune to become
China’s richest person, accord-
ing to the Bloomberg Billionaires
Index.

What worked in favour of the

China can be seen from the devel-
opments on the trade front. From
barely any deficit in FY2000, India
ran a trade deficit of $48.6 billion
(1.7% of GDP)with China in FY20.
India’s imports from China have
risen steeply from just 2.6% of total
imports in FY2000 to an all-time
high of 16.4% in FY18 before easing
to 14% ($65.3bn) In FY20.

Tencent CEO is the company’s
significant surge in stock this
week.

Before co-founding Tencent in
1998, Pony led research and de-
velopment for the internet pag-
ing system at China Motion
Telecom Development Limited, a
telecommunications services and
products provider in China.
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On brink of glory

Qf"“h N‘f’"‘

Salah scores one, sets up another as
Liverpool close in on Premier League
title after crushing Crystal Palace 4-0

ready have been shut down in
England.

One hundred and five days later,
the Kop was silent for the visit of
Palace. The seats were covered with
a tapestry of banners and slogans
rather than being packed with the
fans who form the choir for club an-
them “You’ll Never Walk Alone’,

One Liverpool great among the
300 people allowed into the sta-
dium was Kenny Dalglish - the
manager who won the league
title in 1990, three vears
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Trent Alexander-Arnold (No.66) rejoices after his goal as his Liverpool Real Madrid players cﬂngratulate each uther after a goal against Real Mallorca, Wednesday

teammates rush in to join in celebration, Wednesday

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Liverpool, June 25: Liverpool is
on the verge of ending their 30-
year league title drought after cruis-
ing to a 4-0 victory over Crystal
Palace with an attacking display
that exemplified a dominant cam-
paign.

Jurgen Klopp's team can even
clinch the Premier League title
Thursday without playing if
Manchester City fail to beat Chelsea.
They then play City, the second-
placed defending champion, next
Thursday.

“T'll watch the game tomorrow
night not to prepare a celebration,
I'll watch the game because we play
against City a week later,” Klopp
said. “Whatever happens tomor-
row night we have no influence on
it, 30 I'm not too much interested to
be honest.”

All that matters to Klopp is col-
lecting the maximum two more
}_ points from seven remaining games

to clinch the trophy. After stutter-
ing in a goalless draw with Everton
after the restart Sunday, Liverpool
was authoritatively rampant again
against Palace Wednesday.

Trent Alexander-Arnold curled
in a free-kick to start the rout against
Palace and Mohamed Salah swept
in the second before half time from
Fabinho's dinked ball.

Fabinho powered in the third
from distance in the 55th minute and
Sadio Mane raced onto Salah’s
throughhall to complete a coun-
terattack in the 69th to make it 16
wins in 16 home games in the league
this season.

The victory moved Liverpool 23
points ahead of City with seven
games remaining of a campaign
that will end without any fans in the
stadium to celebrate the Reds’ first
championship trivmph since 1990,

Football returned to Anfield for
the first time since March 11, when
Liverpool lost in the Champions
League to Atletico Madrid on the day

for the
first time.
Two Champions

League titles have been won
since then — including last year -
but not the biggest prize in
English football. What was once
a record haul of 18 titles has
been eclipsed by now 20-time
English champion
\ Manchester United.

One of the managers

who tried —and failed —
to win the Premier
League with Liverpool
was back at

Anfield in the
the WHO B away dugout
declared - Wednesday.
the coron- § Roy
avirus a Hodgson
pandemic -
and some c
medical ex- |,F e ———————
perts believed = was fired by Liverpool in 2011 after
mass gather- | & only 20 matches in charge, to be
ings should al- .f‘tﬁr_\ replaced by the returning Dalglish,

&
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Manchester;, June 25: Converting
from a winger to a central striker
is bringing the best out of Anthony
Martial at Manchester United
this seasor.

The French forward scored his
first hat trick for United in the 3-
0win over Sheffield United in the
Premier League Wednesday, taking
his tally in all competitions to 19
goals — his highest in one season
sinee joining from Monaco in 2015.

There could be as many as 14
matches remaining this season
for Martial to top up that number.
And with Bruno Fernandes and
Paul Pogba finally together in cen-
tral midfield to increase United’s
creativity, goals shouldn't be in
short supply.

It was the first hat trick by a

Martial lifts Man Utd

United player since Alex Ferguson
retired in 2013 and the type of fin-
ishes Martial delivered showed
he is growing in his new role,
Martial's first two goals came at
either end of the first half, the

FRENCH FORWARD
SCORES HAT-TRICK
opener coming when heslidinto  swept home another cross from
divert in a fiercely driven cross theright, this time by Aaron Wan-
by Marcus Rashford from theright  Bissaka.
in the seventh minute. Rashford was again the provider
It was areal striker’sgoal,aswas  for Martial’s third goal, slipping a
his second in the 44th when he short pass behind the visiting de-

fense for his fellow forward to run
through and apply a deft finish
over goalkeeper Simon Moore.

The hosts did, though, print
large photos of 40,000 of their sup-
porters and place them on seats in
the stadium as part of afan mosaic.

The win kept United in fifth
place, which will be enough to se-
cure qualification for next sea-
son’s Champions League if sec-
ond-place Manchester City fails
in its appeal against a two-vear
European ban.

It was a second straight loss for

the visitors, who dropped five
points behind Man United.

Sanjita to finally
get Arjuna award

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 25: Cleared of the
dope taint, two-time Commonwealth
Games gold-winning weightlifter
Sanjita Chanu will finally get the
coveted Arjuna award which has
been on hold since 2018.

A Sports Ministry source con-
firmed that Chanu will be con-
ferred with the Arjuna award as per
a 2018 Delhi High Court order,
which directed the selection com-
mittee to consider her and keep
the decision in a sealed cover to be
disclosed only if she was absolved
of the doping charges.

“Sanjita (Chanu) is absolved of
all the doping charges by the in-
ternational federation, so we will

have to abide by the Delhi High
Court order and consider her for
the Arjuna award,” the ministry
source told PTL

After she was ignored for the
2017 Arjuna Awards, Chanu had
filed a writ petition before the Delhi
HC challenging the decision to ex-
clude her from the list of those rec-
ommended for the coveted honour,

During the pendency of the case,
she tested positive for a banned
substance in May 2018. But the
High Court, in its order in August
that year, directed the committes
to consider her for the award and
keep its decision in a sealed cover,
pending a decision on her appeal
against dope charges.

The International Weightlifting
Federation (IWF) dropped the dop-
ing charge against Chanu due to
‘non-conformities’ in the handling
of her sample last month. The
Manipuri plans to seek compen-
sation from the I'WF for the ‘trauma’
she endured.

The IWF cleared her based ona
recommendation from the World
Anti-Doping Agency (WADA), fol-
lowing which the national federa-
tion wrote to the Sports Ministry to
comply with the High Court order:

Indian Weightlifting Federation
secretary general also confirmed
the development to PTI. “It’s con-
firmed, Sanjita will get her 2018
Arjuna award,” he said without
getting into details.

Rohit has his
first outdoor
training time

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, June 25: India’s white-
ball vice-captain Rohit Sharma
was back on the field Thursday as St P
he had his first outdoor training
session post relaxation of COVID-
19 lockdown.

Rohit, who last played compet-
itive cricket during the T20 series
in New Zealand before hamstring
injury ruled him out. “Good to be
back on the park getting some
work done, felt like myself after
a long time,” Rohit wrote on his in-
stagram page.

However from the post, it could-
n’'t be ascertained which ground
he trained. Rohit like his other
teammates had been confined to
his house after the nationwide
lockdown was enforced March 25

to curb the outbreak of COVID19, BCCI: #0nThisDay in 1983 Lord's

- history created. #Teamindia
led by @therealkapildev won
the World Cup after beating the
mighty West Indies. #TeamIndia
(with a photo of then skipper
Kapil Dev receiving the trophy)

national pride, our seniors lifted

za®™l  the 1983 Cricket World Cup on

Ghﬁtﬁﬁh‘f’-’ﬁfrp'—liﬂ'ﬂ hasrecently this day. Congratulations to
started batting in thenetsinRajkot. ~ eyery member of the 1983 team.
Pacer Shardul Thakur had be-  you set the benchmark for us to

come the first Indian cricketer to
resume training last month, after
he bowled in the nets.

achieve the same in 2011. Look
forward to India becoming a
world champion in all sports

: MOHAMMAD KAIF: June 25 1983:

: The iconic image of Kapil Dev

- holding the World Cup Trophy at

. Lord's is a watershed moment in

. Indian cricket history. It changed

: cricket in India. This win inspired

i the next generation to achieve the
impossible and dream big

YUVRAJ SINGH: A moment of freees
i VVS LAXMAN: 37 years today since
: the historic day at Lord's when

i Kapil Paaji lifted the 1983 World

: Cup. As a9 year old, it inspired me
. to dream big and enhanced my

: love for the game. Incredible day

. which inspired the whole

: generation. Thank you Team 83

REUTERS

Madrid, June 25: Real Madrid
eased to a 2-0 home victory over
Real Malloreca on Wednesday thanks
togoals in each half from Vinicius
Jr. and Sergio Ramos to stay in
charge of the La Liga title race
ahead of Barcelona.

Brazilian yvoungster Vinicius
opened the scoring with a cool fin-
ish in the 19th minute after miss-
ing an earlier chance and he hit
the crossbar later in the first half.

Captain Ramos doubled Madrid’s
lead with a superb free kick, curl-
ing the ball over the wall and into
the top corner to score his eighth
goal of the league season and his
10th in all competitions.

Real’s fourth win in a row since
the season returned took them back
to the top of the table on 68 points
after 31 games, level with Barcelona

but ahead of the Catalans due to
their superior head-to-head record.

Real coach Zinedine Zidane made
four changes after Sunday’s con-
troversial 2-1 win at Real Sociedad,
recalling Eden Hazard to partner
Vinicius and Karim Benzema while
handing Gareth Bale a first start
since February

Benzema and Vinicius formed a
lively partnership and quickly
found holes in Mallorca’s defence.
Vinicius is often criticised for his
poor finishing and squandered an
early chance by taking too long to
get his shot away but soon com-
pensated by keeping his cool to
beat Manolo Reina from close range
after Bale 1aid the ball off.

He was plaved in by Benzema
in a blistering counter-attack but in-
stead of producing a simple low
finish he tried an audacious chip
which hit the bar,

Romero youngest
La Liga debutant

Madrid: Real Mallorca forward
Luka Romero became the youngest
player to make his La Liga debut
after the 15-year-old came off the
bench in his side's 2-0 defeat at
Real Madrid Wednesday. Aged 15
years and 229 days, Romero came
on in the 83rd minute to break a
record lasting over 80 years held
by former Celta Vigo player
Francisco Bao Rodriguez, known as
Sanson, who made his first La Liga
appearance in 1939 aged 15 and
255 days. The son of Argentine
lower league player Diego Romero,
the forward was born in Mexico
but represents Argentina at youth
level and has been at Mallorca’s
academy since age 10, having
moved to Spain aged two.

Vaishali stuns ex-World Champ .

[vx

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, June 25: Young Indian
Grandmaster R Vaishali pulled off
an upset win over former World
Champion Antaoneta Stefanova in
first leg of FIDE chess.com Women
Speed Chess Championships but
the eountry’s top player Koneru
Humpy bowed out in the opener.
The Chennai-based Vaishali will
take on International Master
Munkhzul Turmunkh of Mongolia

H e

in the quarterfinals.

Vaishali registered a 6-5 win over
Bulgarian opponent late on
Wednesday after having beaten
strong players like Valentina Gunina
and Alina Kashlinskaya in the qual-
ifying stages.

Reigning World Rapid Champion
Humpy meanwhile went down 4.5-
0.0 to her Vietnamese rival in the first
round. The scores were level at 3.5
points after the first two segments
but the Vietnam player won the

| HONESTLY, WE DID NOT FEEL THAT MUCH PRESSURE. IT WAS
EVERYTHING TO GAIN AND NOTHING TO LOSE SCENARIO. BECAUSE
| FAVOURITES WERE WEST INDIES, THEY WERE '75 & '79 CHAMPIONS
~ AND ROCKSTAR TEAM, DOMINATING WORLD CRICKET, 50 WE
THOUGHT IT WAS A BIG DEAL MAKING IT TO THE FINALS ITSELF

KRIS SRIKKANTH
THAT WAS OBVIOUSLY THE DEFINING MOMENT OF OUR CAREERS. | THINK I WILL TAKE
THIS EUPHORIA, THIS PRIDE WITH ME TO THE CREMATION GROUND.
THIS WAS SOMETHING WHICH SEEM JUST LIKE YESTERDAY. IT
BROUGHT INDIA ON THE WORLD MAP AND IT BECAME A SUPER-
POWER. IT WAS A STEPPING STONE FOR MANY YOUNGSTERS. IT IS
SOMETHING THAT CAN'T BE EXPRESSED IN WORDS AND 1S SOME-

. THING THAT WE ARE TOO EMOTIONALLY ATTACHED... ALL 15 0F US

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

: IT'S ONE OF THE GREATEST THINGS TO HAVE HAPPENED FOR

. INDIAN CRICKET. | REMEMBER KAPIL DEV WAS SO GOOD AND HE
: WAS THE MAN OF THE TOURNAMENT ALMOST. WE DEFIED ALL

: ODDS TO WIN AGAINST THE MIGHTY WEST INDIES. KAPIL WAS

: BRILLIANT THROUGHOUT THE TOURNAMENT

: DILIP VENGSARKAR

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111

: IT WAS NOT IMPOSSIBLE TO DEFEAT WEST INDIES. THEY WERE NOT
: INVINCIBLE. THEY WERE NOT GOD. NO DOUBT, THEY WERE THE | K
: BEST TEAM BUT DEFINITELY NOT GOD. AND THAT'S WHY | SAY THAT ==

: OURTITLE WIN IN 1983 WAS ONE OF THE BIGGEST VICTORIES IN i
:  WORLD CRICKET BECAUSE AFTER THAT TEAMS LIKE AUSTRALIA, 4
: SRILANKA AND PAKISTAN ALSO WENT ON TO WIN THE WORLD CUP Sl

| MADANLAL

first two games of the final phase
to secure a spot in the last eight.

Vaishali was delighted to put it
across Stefanova. “Yeah, it was great
to play a former World Champion
and defeat her,” she told PTL

“Twas leading the match after cne
hour with 5.5-2.5 then in the bullet
segment (but) internet got discon-
nected and I lost on time in an equal
position,” she said after managing
to pip her rival in a close finish.

The Chennai player will meet
Turmunkh in the last eight clash
later Thursday:

The Grand Prix will consist of _E
four legs, with a total of 21 partic-
ipants. Each of the 21 plavers par-
ticipates in three out of four Grand
Prix legs. Each GP is a 16-player
knockout event. In each Grand Prix
leg, every player scores cumula-
tive grand prix points according
to the position in the final standings.

The two plavers who score the
highest number of cumulative
grand prix points in all three Grand
Prix legs qualify for the Super Final
to be played July 20.

“‘37 summers ago...

"% The Indian cricket team, 37 years ago, scripted history
'.,s*7 _~= by beating the mighty West Indies in the final of the
1983 World Cup at Lord’s. ‘Kapil’s Devils’ stopped the
P West Indian juggernaut, who were targetting their

7 third world title on the trot. India’s 43-run win is

%, engraved in the hearts and minds of every cricket
™3 follower in the country and Friday, Indian cricketers
took to social media to recall that historic day
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